Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


!' 


THE 

Parliamentary  Regifter; 

O  R, 

H  I  S  T  O  R  Y 

OF     THE 

pr(x:eedings  and  debates 

OF     THE 

HOUSES  of  LORDS  and  COMMONS. 

CONTAINING    A,N    ACCOUNT    OF 

The  mod  interefting  Speeches  and  Motions  ;  accurate 
Copiei  of  all  the  Protests^  and  of  the  mod  remarkable 
Letters  and  Papers  ;*  together  with  the  moil  material 
Evidence,  Petitions,  &c.  laid  before  and  offered  to  either 
Hou^E, 

D17RING    THE 

SECOND  Session  of  the  Eighteenth  pARLiAMENt 

o  r 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 


VOL.  IV. 


LONDON; 

Printed  for  J.  DEBRETT,  oppofitc  Burlington  House, 

Piccadilly, 

1798. 


•       •• 
*  « 


■   •   • 


INDEX 


TO    ^u^ 


DEBATES  AND  PROCEEDINGS, 


^9    ril     ■!  b;  ■— ^i^ii^^ygy 


VOLUME  IV. 


■»       »     H»       P'      ■ift      II       III    !■>■ 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


*■■•— ■■^■•^p* 


^VdDRESS  (Debate  on  it)  to  the  King  for  his  fpecch  fVom  the 
Throne,  8o-t-Copy  of  the  addrcfs,  io5^TThe  King's  rfply>  107— 
Joint  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  to  the  King  for  his  communication  of 
Lord  Malmefbuiy's  correfpondence^  191 — The  King's  reply,   199 

Assess  I  d-Tak  Bijll  ;  debate  on  the  fecond  leading  Qf  it|  642* 

P. 

Poncan,  Vifcount ;  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  voted  to  him  and  hi| 
officers,  &c.  for"  the  vidory  over  the  Dutch  fleet|  107-^che  fhan|cs 
poq^q^qnicapcd  to  him  by  the  Lord  ChanceUofi  1 37— hi|  xejply,  i^g, 

Titzwilliam's,  Earl,  Protfft,  on  fejcAIn^  Imi  ^mmivfmt  to  (^9  ^4ifAl 

A  2 


It       index  to  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME. 

I. 
Ireland  ;  Earl  of  Moiia's  fpeech  refpefling  the  ftate  of  it,  2^6.    , 

K. 

King's  (The)  fpeech,  on  opening  Farliament,  2— Addrefi  to  him«  I05~> 
His  Reply,  107 — ^Joint  addrefi  of  both  Houfes  for  his  communication 

of  liord  Malmefbary's   correfpondence,  191 His  reply,  192 

Meflage  refpeding  the  intended  invafion  of  thefe  kingdoms  by  the 
French,  674 

Minority,  Lift  of,  againft  the  AiTefled-Tax  Bill,  671. 

Feacb  ;  Debate  on  Lord  Grenville's  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King 
for  his  communication  of  the  papers  relative  to  the  negotiation  for 
peace,  138 — Copy  of  a  letter  inferted  in  the  Redaaeur,  referred  to  in 
Lord  Grenville's  fpeech,  140 

Protests — on  rejedUng  Earl  Fitzwilliaro's  amendment  to  the  addrefs  te 
theKing^  109—againft  paiTing  the  AiTeiftd-ux  Bill,  672. 


INDEX  TO  THE  FQIHITH  VOLUME. 


■»■*< 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


A, 


A. 


.CCOUNTS*— of  advances  inade  to  Goveronient  by  the  9«nk«  from 
February  zj  to  November  ly  1797*  20o-«-of  the  total  amount  ofmocc- 
gaged  a^ons  of  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  depoiited  in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, 20o-*rerpe^ng  Imperial  Stock,  201 --of  the  total  net  produce 
of  the  taxes  for  one  year,  ending  O^ber  10,1 797,  diftinguifliing  each 
quarter,  and  diftinguilhing  alfo  the  duties  impofed  in  1 795,  4,  5, 6, 
and  7 ;  206—^  the  income  of,  and  charges  upon,  the  Coniblidated 
Fund,  for  the  quarter  ending  Odober  10,  1797,  214-^of  the  total 
amount  of  the  duties  on  windows  and  inhabited  houfcs  for  one  year, 
ending  April  5,  17971  diftinguilhing  the  amount  in  each  county,  &c« 
3 10— of  the  number  of  perfons  who  pay  aiTefied  taxes,  31 2 — of  th«  total 
amount  of  the  afleiTcd  taxes  for  one  year,  ending  April  $,  17971  313 
—of  the  number  of  perfons  who  pay  duties  on  windows  on  inhabited 
houfes,  315— of  all  additions  made  to  the  annual  charge  of  the  public 
debt,  and  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  granted  for  the  charge  incurred 
in  refped  of  the  fame,  in  the  year  ending  Odlober  10,  1797,  469 — of 
the  falary,  allowances,  fees,  &c.  received  by  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
as  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  for  1794.,  i795>  '796;  67J8— of  the  in- 
come and  expenditure  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  680 

Addrefs  to  His  Majefty  for  his  fpcech,  26 — His  reply,  113— An  amended 
addrefs  to  the  King,  moved  for  by  Sir  J.  Sinclair,  on  the  fubjed  of 
Lord  Malmefbury's  negotiation,  156 — withdrawn,  190 — ^Joint  addrefs 
of  both  Houfes  for  communicating  the  papers  refpeding  the  negotia- 
tion, 191 — His  reply,  192 

Army  Eftimates;  Mr.  Secretary  at  War  moves  the  ufual  refolutions  on 
them,  225 

AcsBsssD  TaX£S;  fpecch  of  Sir  J.  Sinclair  refpedling  them,  306 
See  alfo  Accounts — Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  moves  certain  refolutions  and 
budget  refpeAiog  the  aircfled  taxes,  316 — Debate  on  the  fame  refumed, 
31 1 »  jSi—Oebates  on  the  motion  for  the  iecond  reading  of  the  bill. 


vi  INDEX  Ta  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME, 

4io-*Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  dates  the  general  nature  of  his  intendod  mo. 
difications,  488 — the  Hoofe  in  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  495,  499, 
504,  51Q,  517 — Mr*  Chancellor  Pitt  moves  the  third  reading  of  thQ 
bill,  ^2$. 

B. 

Bank— Debate  on  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt's  motion  for  a  Committee  to  in* 

quire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  rellridion  upon  the  Bank* 

193 — Names  of  the  Committee,  195 — {See  alfo  Accoitnts) — Report 

of  the  Committee,  202--^ Debate  on  the  motion  for  the  Speaker's  leaving 

.  the  chair,  25^ — Report  brought  up,  266 — Debate  on  the  motion  for 

•  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  railing  three  millions  from  the  Bank 

•  Dpon  Exchequer  bills,  50Q 

BaDOET ;  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  brings  forward  his  budget,  268 
Burgefs,  Captain — Addrefs  to  His  Majefty  voted  for  a  monument  to  be 
.  eredled  to  his  memory  for  his  condud^  on  the  1  ith  Odlobcr«  in  the  en* 
gagement  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  29. 

D. 

Duacan,  Vifcount ;  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  votod  him  on  the  occafion  qf 

his  viftory,  28— -Hisanfwer,  X13 
Dandai>  Mr»  Secretary ;  See  Secretary  of  State. 

E. 

ElcfUon-Treating  a^ ;  Vifcount  Bclgravc  moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 

bill  to  explain  and  amend    the  fame,  302 Bill    read  a  fecoii^ 

time,  378 

£:(chequer ;  Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  makes  a  motion  relative  tp  the  ofjcei 
held  by  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  5  :)7, 

F. 

t 

France  ;  the  cnrrefpondence  in  the  negotiation  forpeape,  30 
Francb,  Mr.  —his  obfcrvations  on  fome  parages  refpcfting  him  Iq  Mr, 
Burke's  Poftbumous  Works,  ^84, 

Qg^s  (The)  Speech^  3«-^Debate  on  the  motion  fpr  an  addrefi  of  tbanki » 


ttmeX  TO  Hffi-JDURTH  VOLDMS*  ^ 

jy<i^-Cofy  of  theaddreft»  i6'^hif  reply,  It^-^Jcmit  addrefs  of  both' 
Houfet  fQt  commonicatiog  the  papexs  refpedihg  the  negociauon»  19 1^- 
his  aufwer*  K^t. 


*( 


LilT^ — of  the  minority  againft  Mr.  PittS  reColuttons  refpe^ng  the  A£> 
iefied  Taxes,  370— of  the  minority  againft  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
AfleiTed-Tax  bill,  460— of  the  minority  in  a  Committee  on  ditto,  49S 
— of  the  majority  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  637«— of  the  iiunp#'. 
rity  ditto,  639* 

M. 

MALMS^Bt^Kf,  Lord  I  his  correfpondence  with  the  Frencb  Republic  iii 

his  negotiations  for  peace,  30 
Militia  (Supplemental} ;  Debate  on  Mr.  Secretary  Dandas's  motios  to 

illovr  them  to  enlift  into  other  ier vices,  513 — refamed,  520. 

^Tewton  EfeAIon ;  motion  for  coniidering  the  petition  refpe^^g  it,  23} 
^^-A-names  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  it^  308— De- 
cifioQ  of  the  Committee,  409. 

P. 

I^BACi;  Lord  Malmefhury's  eorrefpondence  refpeding  it,  30-*-Dcbat)e 
on  the  motion  for  agreeing  with  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  an  addie&  to 
the  King  for  his  communication  of  that  eorrefpondence,  &Ck  156. 

Ilq)ort  of  the  Committee  refpedUng  payments  in  ca(h  by  the  Bank,  202. 

S. 

Salaries — Debate  on  Mr.  Nichells's  motion  that  the  falaries  of  offices 
exceeding  a  certain  amonnt  (hall  be  applied  to  the  carrying  on  ti» 
var,  394 


INDEX  TO  THE  fCill&TH  VOUUME. 


Secittey  of  State-^Mr.  Tienwy  gives  notice  of  hit  inllnd^  ttotton  le- 

fpeAing/tfaeoCce  of  third  Secrotary  of  Sute,  t$ mo^oi  that  Mr. 

Dnndas,  from  accepting  that  office,  was  incapable  of  ,beiitg  defted  to 

fervein  Parliament,  ii5-7movet  certain  refolutioni  refpeding  the 
fiune,  461 

Supply— Debate  in  a  Coinmittee  of,  197,  225,  264. 


T. 
Tewkeftttzy  Eleftios ;  motion  refpe^f  it,  267,  305. 


[i«3 


INDEX 


TO    TBS 


SPEAKERS*   NAME& 


riM         I' 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


A. 
AuCKLANP,  Lord;  653. 

B. 

l^btd,  Dpke  of;  653,  '670,  6ju 

C. 

CarringtODf  Lord;  643,  ^74 
Clianrellor,  The  Lord ;  fee  Loughborottgh 
Ckucnce,  Duke  of;  io8«  138.  • 


D. 


lyailey.    Earl  of;  153 
Thmexa,  Vifc#ttiit|  138. 


F. 
FitKwiniaiSy  Ear! ;  8;« 

G- 
Glai^,  Earl  of  80 

GraiTilk,  I^rd ;  90, 104, 105, 109,  13I,  153, 143, 255, 64a,  6f%f 
671,  675 

Gwy^jLord;  8r. 


X  INDEX  TO  THl  SPEAKERS*  NAMES, 


H- 


Holland,  Lord ;  646,  66S 
Hood,  Vifcount^  io8. 


K, 

Kinaoall,  Etrl  of;  6j8. 


Landfdowiiy  Maxquii  of:  92 

Liverpool,  Earl  of ;  650,  658 

Looghborough,  Lord  ;  157,  201,  25I9  674,  677, 

M. 

Moira,  Earl  of;  256,  249.  254 
Mulgrave,  Lord ;  xoo. 

N. 
Norfolk^  Dake  of;  1039  104. 

S. 

Sali(bory,  Marquis  of,  190 
Spencer,  Earl;  107,  109 
Sydney,  Vifcoant ;  154* 

T  ' 

I 

Tharlow,  Lord  ;  66Qt  668. 


HSDfX  ItX  •*£HE  StiEAIQIRS'  NAMfi^  let 


r     t 


•      ** 


rt    i      .       1    Tim  < 

HOUSE  OF  tCOMMONS. 


A. 

A.BBOT,  Mr.;  261,  466 

Adair^Mr.;  jo5,  511 

Adams,  l^r. ;  557  • 

Addington,  Mr.  J.  H.;  135,  508,  512,  53  j 

Allardjce,  Mr. ;  257,  265 

Andrewt»  Mr.;  532 

Arden,  Sir  R.  P.;  305,  517 

Atdeo^  Lord;  196. 

B. 

BaJcer^Mr.;  504,  506,  512,  5^3,  517 

Belgravc,  Vifconnt ;  302,  378 

Bemardi  Mr.  S. ;  466 

Bird,  Mr.  W. ;  204,  ao$^  234^  258,  38 1»  675 

Bootle,  Mr.  W. ;  3 

Bragge,  Mr.;  201,  268^  305,  ;o6,  ^ii,  523 

Browne;  Mr.  I.  H«  269  504,  505,  51 1 

Backnall,  Mr. ;  ^jo 

Banbary^  SirC. ;  504 

Burden,  Sir  F.;  537,  553,  569 

Bordon,  Mr. :  155,  357,  383,  427*  512*  S'7 

Barton,  Mr.;  $19. 

C, 

CareWf  Mr.  R.  P.;  375^  409,  4S5,  469,  64! 
Carysfort,  Earl  of;  184 
Coke^^r.  D.  P.  i  500,  jojt  50ft 


„« 


Combe.  Mr*  Aldenna^ ;  459 

Coortenay,  Mr. ;  553 

Cuiwtii.  Mr, ;  299,  30O1  3914  393,  4fij. 

Dent,  Mr. ;  205,  33g,  357^ 

DickinfoD,  Mr*  junior ;  530 

Douglas,  Mr. ;  677 

Dmmmond,  Mr.  W. ;  9 

Dundai,  Mr.  Sccrcury;  38, 19,  123,  156,  300,  301,  380,  381*  4^8, 

430,  ^64,  508,  513,  515,  520,  521,  52215849641,676 
Dundas,  Mr.C,;  378,  379. 


E. 

Edwards,  Mr.  Bryan ;  13,  158,  554 
Edwards,  Mr.  G.  N.;  182 
Elford,  Mr. ;  23,  235 
Ellifon,  Mr.;  358,  368,  393,  545 


F. 

Fitzpatrick,  General;  228,^  520 
Fox,  Mr. ;  430,  459,  557,  601,  637. 


G. 


Garthfhore,  Mr. ;  465 
Gardner,  Sir  A»;  510,  ^S"^ 
Geary,  SirW.;  136,  51  k 


H. 


Hawkeibnry,  Lord;  134,  415,  555 

Hobart,  Mr.;  154,  205 

Hobhoufe,  Mr. ;  28,  255,  303,  344,  522,  558 

Huffcy,  Mr.;  196,  197, 199,  266,  267, 304,575,  376,  495, 


INDEX  lO  THE  S^EAK£;RS'  NAMES,  r  aSL 


I 


Jckyl!,  Mr. ;  546 
Joliiee,  Mr. ;  490 
Jonetj  Mr.;  372 


K. 


Knatchbqll,  Sir  £.;    506* 


L. 


Laurence,  Dr.  F.;  185,  550,  i^z^  637 

LeficTie,  Mr.  Shaw;  374,  491,  563 

Uojd,  Mr.  John  I  183 

Llofd*  Mr. ;  642 

Longy  Mr. ;  1 14 

Lafhington,  Mn  Akkrman;  383,  417,  49S>  5434 


M. 


Mackreth,  Sir  Robert;  '^i^ 

Mainwaring,  Mr. ;  3919  46o»  488,  495,  498^  675 

Mann,  Sir H.;  az 

Martin,  Mr.;  125,  x8a,  183, 199,  267,  305,  369, 469,494*  533,  569^ 

641 
Miber,  Sir  W. ;  jio 

Mitford,  Sir  John;  508. 

N. 

NicholU,  Mr.;  23,  2j8,  297.  335*  338»  339»  394»  397*  39^  407*  4U 
489*  i^l*  5^5»  ^4*« 

P. 

Pnceral,  Mr.;  563^  564,  569 
Kerrepotnt,  Mr. ;  236,  354,  358 

Ktt»  Mr,  Chancellor ;  X14,  130,  163,  189,   193,  19$,  19$,   198,  199; 
^01, 203, 205*  234,  235,  2561 264*  265,  266,  267*  a68|  290,  2989 

i 


nt  .index:  to  the  SPEJOCElSr  NAMSt 

joii  302,  304,  305,'  306,  308,  3/6,  316,  339,  370,  374,  37S,  376^ 

379»  380*  38 ^  385*  389*  390.  #31.  39^»  393»  394*  396»  397»  398.' 
406,  409,  4i«,  441;,  46^,  488, 494/495,498,  499j,  $op,  5o2>  504, 
505,  506,  507,  508,  509,  510,  jii,  512,  513.  517,  519^  5«5.  557 

Plamcr,  Mr. ;  343,  489,  512  '  .  .  :• 

Pollen,  Mr. ;  180 

Palteney^  Sir  William;  266,  329,  3709  {oo,  508*  5121  515,  5169  519* 


Rofe,  Mr.;  154,234,  265,  512,  ^77 
RoTc,  junior,  Mr.;  537,  55$ 
Ruffdl,  Lord  W. ;  490 
Ryder,  Right  ^on.  D. ;  382. 


r  *# 


s. 

Sargent,  Mr. ;  506 

Sheridan^  Mr. ;  419,  430,  459,  557,  569,  637 

Simeon,  Mr. ,  ^31 

Simpfon,  Mr.;  378  \ 

Sinclair,  Sir  John;  156,  189,  195,  301,  302/30;,  306,  307,  370,  374, 

37S»  499 
Smith,  Mr.  W.;  555,  641 

Somerfet,  Lord  CWles ;  154 

Speaker,  Mr.  (Addington) ;  i,  1x3,  156,  196,  198,  199,  205,  265,  266,. 

.     267,  305,  368,  378,  504,  675 

Stanley,  Lord ;  545 

Stanley,  Colonel ;  236 

Strutt,  Mr.  J.  H. ;  39a  ^ 

Sturt,  Mr.;  564. 

T. 

Tarleton,  General:  464,  522 

Temple,  Earl;  158,  334,  338,  369 

Thompfon,  Mr. ;  524  .    .  ' 

Thornton,  Mr.  H. ;  41 1 

Tiicmcy,  Mr.;, 28,  114,  115,  uj,  133,  1J4,  136^  195,  235,  258,  285, 


WDEK  TO  THE  SPEAKERS'  NAMES, 


XT 


*95»  33^  360,  379*  S^h  388*  390»  39^  39^*  404,407,  ^^  459, 
461,  466,  494,  soo.  503,  509,  517,  ^23,  524,  594,  641 
Tyrwhitt,  Ut,  T,  j  183,  513,  525. 


V. 


Vanfittart,  Mr. ;  301. 


W. 


Walpole,  General;  557 

Wiglcy,  Mr.;  301,  371,  389,  410 

Wilberforcc,  Mr. ;  18,  188,  343^  378,465,  492,  504,  505,  jii,  520, 

599»  ^41 
Windham,  Mr.  (Secretary  at  War) ;  225,  230,  340,  343,  401, 407 

Woody  Colonel ;  354. 


Y. 


Yorkc,  Mr.;  303,  378,  391,  412 
Young,  SirW.9  25,  13$,  338,  389. 


u 


tHE 


HISTORY 


qp    TH£ 


PROCEEDINGS  and  DEBATES 


OF     THE 


HOUSES  OF  LORDS  and  COMMONS, 

In  the  SECOND  SESSION  of  the 
Eighteenth  Parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

Appointed  to  be  holden  at  Westminster, 
On  Tuesday  the  27th  of  SeptembeRi  1796. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfiay,  November  2,    1797. 

AMeflage  from  His  Majefty  was  delivered  by  Sir  Francis  Mc^ 
lyneiiXy  Gentleman  U(her  of  the  Black  Rod : 

Mr.  Speaker, 
The  King  commands  this  honourable  Houfe  to  attend  His  Majejhf 
immediately  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers. 

Accordingly,  Mr.  Speaker,  with  the  Houfe,  Vent  up  to  uttead 
His  Majefty  ;  and  being  returned, 

A  bill  for  the  more  efFedual  preventing  clandefiine  outlawries 
was  read  the  iirft  time. 

Refolved,  That  this  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Speaker  reported  that  the  Houfe  had  attended  His  Majefly 
in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a 
moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
inent ;  of  which,  Mr.  Speaker  faid,  be  had,  to  prevefit  mii^akA, 
obtained  a  copy,  which  he  read  to  the  Houfe,  and  is  as  felkMvv, 
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My  Lords,  and  Gentleinen> 

//  !s  matter  of  great  concern  to  me^  that  the  eamejl  endeaucurr 
which  I  have  continued  to  employ ^  ftnce  I  lajl  met  you  in  Parliament ^ 
to  refiore  to  myfubje£fs  the  blejfings  of  peace ^  on  fecure  and  honourable 
terms y  have  unhappily  been  rendered  ineffeSfuaL 

The  declaration  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  pubUJhedf  and^  the  other 
papers  which  I  have  dire&ed  to  be  laid  before  yoUf  willy  I  am  confident, 
abundantly  prove  to  yoUf  and  to  the  world,  that  every  flep  has  been  taken 
on  my  part^  which  could  tend  to  accelerate  the  conclujian  of  peace  ;  and 
that  the  long  delay  and  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation  are  folely  to  la 
afcribed  to  the  fvqfive  condu^,  the  unwarrantable  preienfionSf  and  the 
inordinate  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  we  have  to  contend,  and^  above 
all,  to  their  inveterate  animofity  againji  thefe  kingdoms.  * 

/  have  the  f^lhjl  reliance,  under  the  hlefjing  of  Providence,  on  the 
vigour  and  wifdom  of  your  counfels,  and  on  the  zeal,  magnanimity, 
and  courage,  of  a' great  arui  free  people,  fenjtble  that  ihey  are  contend- 
i^K  fo^  if^^if'  deareji  interejls,  and  determined  to  fl)ew  themf elves  wor^ 
thy  of  the  bkffings  which  they  are  Jiruggling  to  preferve. 

Compelled  as  we  are,  by  the  moji  evident  neceffity,  to  perfevere  in  the 
defence  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  till  a  more  jufi  and  pacifick  fpirit  Jhall 
prevail  oh  the  pdrt  of  the  enemy ^  we  have  the  fatUfaSlion  of  knowing 
that  we  poff'efs  means  and  refources  proportioned  to  the  objects  which  are 

at  jlake. 

During  the  period  of  hoflilities,  and  under  the  unavoidable  preffure 
of  accumulated  burdens,  our  revenue  has  continued  highly  productive, 

our  national  indujiry  has  been  extended,  and  our  commerce  has  furpajjid 

its  former  limits* 

*ihe  public  fpirit  of  my  people  has  been  emimnfly  dif played ;  my 

troops,  of  every  defcripfion,  have  acquired  frejh  claims  to  the  ejleem 

and ^admir^tim  of  their  country  ;  and  the  repeated  fuccefjes  of  my  navy 
^er  all  our  different  enemies,  have  been  recently  crowned  by  thejignal 

and  decijive  viSfory  with  which  Providence  has  rewarded  the  exertions 
^-'of  mj  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Duncan*  ^ 

.  No  event  could  be  attended  with  more  important  and  beneficial  confe^ 
<^uences,  or  form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to  the  numerous  and  Jyeroie 

exploits  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  haVe  raifed  to  a  pitch 

hitherto  unequalled  the  ntrual  glory  of  the  cowitry* 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfc  of  Commons, 

»•  .  •  • 

.  »  /  have  direEled  the  eflimates  for  the  enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before 
^  jfou.  The  Jiate^  of  the  war,  joined  to  the  happy  cotjfequences  of  our  re- 
^eent  fuccefsj  wiU,  I  truji,  admit  of  feme  dindnuJtion  of  expence,  coH" 
ftftaitly  with  the  vigorous  efforts  which  our  Jiiuation  indifpenjablj  re^ 
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f  aires,  tn  conjidering  what  may  he  the  bcft  mode  of  defraying  the 
heavy  expence  which  will  fiill  he  unavoidable^  you.  willy  I  am  perfuadedf 
hear  in  mind  that  the  prefent  crijis  prefents  every  motive  to  animate  you 
to  the  rnofi  effeSfuai  aiid  fpirited  exertions  ;  tiye  true  valiie  of  any  ten^ 
porary  fncrificesy  which  y9u  may  find  neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  can 
only  he  ejiimated  by  comparing  them  with  the  importance  of  fupporting 
effe^fucdly  our  public  credit,  and  convincing  the  enemy  that 9  while  we 
retain  an  ardent  dejire  for  the  conclujion  of  peace  onfafe  and  honourable- 
termsj  we  poffefs  the  meansy  as  well  as  the  determination y  to  fupport 
with  vigour  this  arduous  contejiy  as  long  as  it  may  be  neceffary  for  main^'- 
taining  the  fafety,  honour ^  and  independance  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

My  Lords,  and  Gentlemen, 

Jfter  the  experience  I  have  had  of  your  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
mef  and  of  pur  anxious  regard  for  the  interejls  of  my  JuhjeSiSy  I 
have  mlyto  recommend  to  you  a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  principles  and 
€cndu£l. 

The  events  of  every  day  mufi  more  entd  more  imprefs  you  with  a  jujl 
Jenfe  of  the  bUffings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  religious  efla* 
blifbmenti^  and  which  heme  fo  long  dijlinguijhed' us  among  all  the  na^ 
tions  of  Ejropc.      Thefe  blejpngs  can  only  be  preferved  by  inculcating^ 
and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  the  lawSy  by  repreffmg  ' 
with  promptitude  every  attempt  to  dljiurb  our  internal  tranquillity,  and- 
by  maintainit^  inviolate  that  happy  Conjlitution  vjhich  we  inherit  from 
our  anceflorsy  m  which  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every  clafs  of  my 
fubjeils  ejjentidly  depend. 

Mr.  WILBiAHAM  BOOTLE  fald,  he  rofe  for  the  puJ-pofe 
of  moving  an  aUrcfs  of  thanks,  to  His  Majcfty  for  his  gracious 
fpccch  ;  and  he  <Jd  it  with  the  greater  fatisfadion,  bccaufc  he  could 
not  but  flatter  himfclf,  that  though  gentlemen  might  entertain  fomc 
difference  of  opinior  about  the  condu6l  of  AdminiAration  rcfpediing 
the  original  caufc  and  fubfequent  management  of  the  war,  yet  there, 
could  be  but  one  opinion  as  to  the  neceflity  of  profecuting  it,  at  a, 
time  when,  unfortupa;cly,  our  enemies  had  left  us  no  alternative.    . 

The  rcftoration  of  tranquillity,  and  of  uninterrupted  com* 
merce,  were  objefls  of  as  much  importance  to  the  Sovereign  as 
Co  the  fubjeds  of  a  commercial  country ;  and  we  could  not 
therefore  doubt  the  pleafure  with  which  His  Majcfty  would  have 
come  to  Parliament,  and  have  faid— rThat  he  delayed  meeting 
them  from  time  to  time  under  tlie  well-founded  hope  of  being  able 
to  Ly  before  them  a  permanent  and  honourable  treaty  of  peace,  at 
tbj  iruits  of  a  negotiation,  into  which  he  had,  for  a  fccond  time,  en* 

B  ^ 
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tered  with  the  moft  feribus  and  earned  hope  of  brii^ing  about  that 
delirable  obje(S — that  he  bad  met  with  an  enejny  equally  difpofed 
to  liften  to  juft  and  honourable  terms,  equally  defirous  to  attain  the 
fame  obje6t,  to  skA  up  to  the  loud  profeflions  of  peace  which  they 
hfUi  ipade — and  to  make  thofe  mutual  (acrifices  and  compenfations 
which  the  law  and  cuftom  of  negotiation  required  ;  or,  at  lead,  to 
enter  upon  that  negotiation  in  fuch  a  manner,  and  with  fuch  a  dtfpo- 
fition»  as  to  make  the  difcuflion  of  terms  a  poflible  thing. 

But,  Sir,  very  differently  (lands  the  cafe  at  prefent.  His  Majeily 
n^ight,  indeed,  have  told  us  with  truth,  that,  animated  with  the  de« 
fire  of  conducing  towards  the  quiet  of  Europe,  he  had  again  ftept  for- 
ward in  a  ipanner  which  would  have  fatisfied  a  reafonable  encmy-^ 
that  he  had  even  run  the  riik  of  committing  the  dignity  of  thefe 
kingdoms  by  the  renewal  of  his  advances  ;  that  he  had  fought  the 
opportunity  to  make  facriBces  which  the  relative  iituations  of  the 
powers  at  war  did  not  warrant ;  but  that  all  his  offers  had  been 
received  with  contempt— his  terms  not  lidened  to,  nor  anFwered  : 
and  after  a  long  and  fruitlefs  attempt  to  bring  the  enemy  to  regptia- 
tioni^  his  Ambaffador  had  been  difmiffed  with  infult.  To  all  tht| 
he  had  fubmitted,  with  a  view  of  proving  to  his  Subjedls  ind  Par» 
Uament  the  (incerity  of  his  wifhes  for  peace. 

But  even  in  dating  this,  he  was  not  doing  juftice  to  the  cafe 
which  Government  had  to  ftate  ;  nor  defcribing,  with  half  the  in- 
dignation it  deferved,  the  perverfe  conduct  of  the  enemy.  It  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  queflion  of  ^erms,  apy  refidanco  of 
aggrandifcment  on  our  part,  or  a  wi(h  of  it  ori  thcL's,  but  an  in- 
veterate and  unqualified  refolution  to  preclude  all  negotiation 
whatever. 

That  an  enemy  (hould  have  called  for  fuch  facrfices  on  our  part, 
as  at  no  time  one  county  had  ever  yielded  to  another  as  the  price  of 
peace,  would  in  moft  times  have  been  a  fuiBcient  reafon  for  a  King 
to  have  come  forward  and  thrown  himfelf  upon  t\c  fupport  and  af- 
fe£lion  of  his  people.  There  might  poffibly  ht  occafions  on  which 
weightier  confiderations,  fuch  as  the  immediate  neceflity  of  peace, 
would  have  made  (acrifices  of  this  fort  excuieable,  and  would  juf- 
tify  the  furrendering  much  more  than  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
two  countries  could  make  fair  or  reafonable;  provided  by  fuch  fa- 
crifices  and  fucK  furrenders,  peace  were.  Indeed,  to  be  purchafed: 
but  that  which  it  would  be  moft  difficult  for  the  Sovereign  of  a  free 
people  to  have  avowed  to  his  fubjefls,  that  which  w6uld  have  argued 
him  infenfible  to  the  duty  which  he  owed  them — to  have  aban- 
"^oned  at  once  their  intercfts  and  his  own  dignity,  would  be  the  tcll- 

:  tlien)|  that  in  yielding  to  cycry  exorbitant  dcnaand,  in  facrificin^ 
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•U  that  had  been  acquired  hf  thqir  ^alouYj  in  ^vihg^iip  thetr  torn* 
roerelal  and  political  interefts,  he  had  made,  all  thofe  facrifices  ia  '^ 
vaioi  and  exh>i  fted  the  means  of  negotiation  without  attaining  the 
ondf  of  peace.  He  trufted  that  a  BritiOi  King,  in  appealii^  to  a 
Britiih  Parliamenti  had  not  to  apologize  for  having  avoided  tmpio* 
ficable  conceflions  and  fruitlefs  difgrace* 

That  whatever  conceiTions  he  had  made  would  have  been  unpro^ 
fitable ;  that  whatever  difgrace  he  had  fubmitted  to  would  have 
failed  to  produce  the  refult  which  was  moil  defired  ;  that  in  facrt- 
ficing  the  nation's  honour,  he  would  equally  have  failed  in  fecuring 
its  tranquillity,  no  man  of  the  mod  common  underlbinding  could 
doubt,  who  looked,  not  at  the  King's  fpeech,  nor  at  the  declara- 
tion of  his  motives,  in  which  he  had  fo  folemnly  appealed  to  his  fub« 
jeds  and  the  world,  but  who  had  looked  at  the  condu<^  of  the  French 
Government,  and  who  had  obferved  the  tone  which  thty  had 
taken.  If  we  beftowed  a  little  attention  on  their  fuppofed  and 
declared  views,  we  (hould  fee  that,  lince  the  Revolution  of  laft 
September,  the  Executive  Dire<^ory  had  taken  no  pains  of  conceal- 
ing their  intention  of  continuing  hoftilities^^that  the  arbitrary  re* 
moval  and  expulfion  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  their  meafurcs,  bad* 
enabled  them  to  take  oflT  the  malk,  and  to  avow  publicly  that  war 
with  England  was  their  fy(lem.  In  order  to  remove  the  poffibility 
of  doubt  upon  this  fubjed,  the  Revolution  had  nO  fooner  taken; 
place,  than  they  took  the  negotiation  out  of  the  hands  to  which  it 
had  been  entrufted,  and  fent  creatures  of  their  own  to  Lifle,  charged 
with  pacific  profeflions,  but  with  exprefs  orders  to  break  oiF  thr 
negotiation,  or,  at  lead,  to  advance  propofitions  which  had  beea 
before  rejected  and  abandoned^  and  which  they  well  knew  could, 
never  be  accepted. 

It  was  evident,  from  this  conduA,  that  their  intention  was  not 
to  treat  more  advantageoufly  for  them(elves*p-«>that  would  have  been 
exoufeable ;  but  to  render  all  treaty  impoffible,  to  retrad  whatever* 
the  former  fituation  of  affairs  in  France  had  made  themeoncedc,  tf>, 
oUicerate  whatever  hopes  of  reconciliation  might  have  been  befori^ 
entertained,  and  to  (hew  that  it  was  not  this  or  that  mode  of  peace^ 
but  peace  itielf,  that  they  deteded  and  difclaimed. 

Satisfied  as  we  muft  be  that  no  tine  of  conduct  on  our  part,  how« 
ever  moderate  and  conciliating,  (he  might  almofi  add,  humilmting,): 
could  brii^  about  the  obje£l  which  we  fo  earneftly  defired,  let  vm 
not  (hew  n  inability  or  want  of  inclination  to  carry  on  the  war^- 
but  declare  to  His  Majefty  our  intention  of  fupporting  him  in  the. 
meafures  whieh  he  might  think  neeeffary  towards  the  good  of  thttr 
kiii^om,  or  the  prefervation  of  Jts  conftitution.     Let  us,,  by  2; 
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manly  and  refolote  declaration  of  our  fentimcntSf  (hew  our  enemtcs, 
that  whatever  divifions  might  have  cxifted  before,  they  had  now 
united,  all  Englifhmen  in  one  general  feeling — they  had  now 
taken  from  their  partisans  the  poflibility  of  throwing  upon  thit 
country  the  odium  of  wifliing  to  continue  the  war,  and  the  poflibi- 
lity of  impofing  upon  the  meaneft  underftanding  the  pretence  that 
the  French  Government  had  ever  the  flighteft  idea  of  carrying  their 
jpacific  profeflions  into  cSc&.  We  had  now  to  thank  them  for 
having  removed  all  Aiadow  of  doubt  as  to  their  true  intentions  in 
regard  to  this  country.  We  had  to  thank  them  for  having  united 
its  inhabitants  in  one  common  caufe. 

Let  us,  then,  not  give  them  any  reafon  to  hope  that  they  might 
deftroy  this  their  Carthage,  againfl  which  they  had  fo  repeatedly  de- 
nounced vengeance.  If  we  wanted  any  additional  incitement  to 
Hand  on  our  defence,  we  might  add  to  the  certainty  of  their  hatred 
to  us,  the  condderation  of  the  mode  in  which  that  hatred  would 
operate  towards  us.  We  might  be  convinced,  that  it  would  not  be 
to  wreft  from  us  our  foreign  poflcflTions,  to  cripple  our  commerce,  or , 
reduce  our  power— that  this  alone  would  not  fill  up  the  meafure  of 
their  envy  and  deteftation  ;  but  that  their  ohje^l  would  be  to  carry 
into  execution  their  iniquitous  and  abfurd  plan  of  revolutionizing 
this  country,  and  of  forcing  upon  u$  the  example  of  the  defence^ 
Icfs  States  of  Germany  and  Italy. 

The  choice  was  now  before  us  ;— we  might  diiband  our  armies 
and  our  vidorious  navy,  and  oppofe  no  refinance  to  the  progrefs 
of  an  invading  and  infolent  foe.  We  might  give  up  to  the  abfo- 
lute  difpofal  of  France  our  lives  and  properties,  and  be  contented 
to  rank  ourfelvcs  in  the  number  of  her  dependants^  We  might 
own  our  fubmifTion  to  her  ambitious  projefts— projefls  which  were 
incompatible  with  our  exiftence,  as  a  free  and  independent  ftate. 
We  mi^t  expert  to  fee  the  Throne,  and  the  cAablifhed  laws  of 
the  realm,  overturned  and  trampled  under  foot ;  and  we  might 
prepare  the  contributions  which  would  be  levied  upon  us  to  defray 
the  expences  of  our  own  ruin.  All  this  we  mud  be  prepared  to- 
fubmit  to,  or  we  mud  refolve  to  continue  the  war. 

As  it  muA  be  evident  that  the  reAoration  of  peace  could  not  be 
attained  by  any  relaxation  of  efforts  on  our  part,  and  as  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  calamities  of  war,  feemed  for  a  time  to  be  unavoid-* 
able,  we  (hould  coniider  the  (ituation  in  which  we  Rood  at  prefent, 
with  refpe<^  to  the  means  of  carrying  it  on. 

Every  thing  reded  upon  our  own  exertions.  We  were  engaged 
in  no  continental  war,  nor  depended  upon  the  faith  of  other  ptmers ; 
but  we  fought  upon  our  own  element^  on  a  field  of  battle,  where  wo 
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had  been  long  afed  to  conquer  and  to  confide  oinfelves  (With  rea- 
€on)  as  fole  and  exclufive  mafters.  Nor  were  our  claims  til* 
founded.  We  had  only  to  confult  the  annals  of  aM  the  maritime 
wars  in  which  we  had  been  engaged  ;  we  (hould  there  find  that  a 
long  and  uniform  habit  of  vi<9ory  had  naturally  given  us  ideas  of 
our  own  fuperiorityy  which  we  had  had  no '  defeat  to  teach  us  to 
forego ;  we  (hould  find  that  Briti(h  failors  fought  with  a  fpirit 
ariiing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  this  fuperiority,  unknown  to,  and  un- 
felt  by,  other  nations.  We  were  to  look  only  to  the  events  of  the 
laft  three  years,  and  we  ihould  find  ample  materials  for  triumph  and 
exultation.  We  had  fwcUed  the  lift  of  our  prizes  to  a  degree  un-^ 
heard  of  in -former  wars.  Wc  had  ruined  the  ^commerce,  and 
crippled  the  navy  of  our  enemies.  We  had  kept  pofTeflTion  of  the 
tcz  againft  three  formidable  and  allied  powers.  We  had  blocked 
up  their  ports,  while  fupevior  fleets  lay  mouldering  ininafiion  with* 
in  them :  and  when,  at  laft,  the  menaces  and  reproaches  of  their 
indignant  countrymen  had  forced  them  reludtantlyto  hatde,  the 
refult  had  invariably  been  what  we  had  expeded,  and  what  they 
had  dreaded. 

The  glorious  viflories  gained  over  the  French  and  the  Spsk 
niards  had  long  been  the  fubjeift  of  publid  rejoicing  and  public 'gra- 
titude. We  had  now  added  to^diere  triumphs,  another  moft  fignat 
and  gtorious  viiSory— one  of,  perhaps,  more  real  importance  and 
incalculable  advantage  than  any  by  which  our  arms  had  been 
hitherto  fignalifed.  We  had  humbled  the  pride,  and  baflfled  the 
hoflile  dciigns  of  our  enemies  ;  and  if  they  were  mad  enough  td 
entertain  a  ferious  thought  of  invafton,  we  had  taught  them  the 
folly  and  impratflicability  of  fuch  projqfls. 

Among  the  innumerable  good  cfFe6ts  arifing  fmm  this  vidlory,  it 
had  tended  to  reftore  the  confidence  -of  the  nation,  to  a  quarter  from 
which  it  had  been  of  late  withheld.'  It  had  (hewn  the  world,-  that 
though  the  fpirit  of  Britifh  feamen  might  have  been  for  a  tim^ 
dir«9ed  to  improper  objects,  and  mifled  by  the  ardiices  of  deftgn- 
ing  men,  yet  when  neceflity  required,  and  their  duty  called  upon 
diem  for  their  exertions,  that  it  would  fall  with  tenfold  vengeance 
on  the  enemies  of  their  country. 

He  trufted  they  (hould  be  unanimous  in  their  vote  of  that  day. 
It  was  of  material  confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  and  of 
foreign  powers,  that  diey  ihould  be  fo.  Under  that  hope  he 
«aoved, 

*5  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  His  Majcfty,  to  re- 
turn His  Majcfty  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  his  moft  gra- 
ckms  fpeccb  from  the  Thjrone,  and  for  Ac  communicadon  of  the 
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deelaftieiotv  and  the  otiier  papers  refpe^ng  the  nqgottadon  itiA 
France^  wbieh  His  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly  pltafcd  to  dired  to 
ke  laid  before  us.  • 

^'  To  affure  His  Majefiy,  that  we  (hall  not  ,£itl  to  apply  oufw 
Iclves  with  the  utmoft  diltgoftCe  and  attention  to  the  oonfiderattoa 
of  the  meafures  which  the  ptefent  crids  requires  ;  but, we  cannot 
refrain  firom  expreffing^  at  the  cailieft  momenti  our  firm  determina- 
don  to  afford  His  M^jefty  the  tnofteffeAuai  fupport,  in  reilfting 
every  unwarrantable  preterilioh}  and  checking  every  attempt  didated 
by  inordinate  ambition  on  the  part  of  thofe  with  whom  he  has  to 
contend* 

^*  That  we  entertain  a  .firm,  perfuafion,  that  all  His  Majefiy's 
fiiithful  fubjeds  feel^  as  they  ought,  the  value  of  the  bleffings  whidi 
they  are  ftruggling  to  prefcrvey  and  will  not  fail,  in  every  fituation» 
tofuport  Hts.Majefty,  in  defence  of  their  effential  intexefts,  with  the 
veal,  magnanimity,  and  courage,  worthy  of  a  great  and  firee  people. 

**  That  we  mufi,  at  die  prefent  moment,  obferve,  with  peculiar 
iatiafa^ion,  the  proofs  afibrded  of  our  means,  and  internal  refources, 
in  the  flourifhing  (late  of  the  revenue,  induflry,  and  commerce  of 
the  teufttry. 

"  That  we  acknowledge,  with  the  utmoft  gratitude,  the  fenfe 
which  His  Majefiy  exprefles  of  the  publi(^  fpirit  which  has  been  fo 
eminently  difplayed  by  his  people,  and  of  the  condud  of  his  troops 
of  every  defcription,  which  has  juftly  entitled  them  to  the  additional 
efteem  and  admiration  of  their  country  ;  and  we  heartily  congratu- 
late His  Majefly  on  the  fignal  and  decifive  vidory  with  which  pro- 
vidence has  rewanJed  the  exertions  of  his  fleet  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  ;  an  event  which  has  crowned  the  re*- 
peated  tnaritime  (ucccflies  obtained  over  all  our  enemies^  and  has 
indeed  aflbrded  a  brilliant  addition  to  the  numerous  and  ^heroic  cx^ 
plotts  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war,  have  raifed  to  the 
bigheft  pitch  the  naval  glofy  of  the  country. 

<<  It  wiU  zSord  us  great  fatisfadion  to  find  that  any  bnmchea 
of  our  expence  will  admit  of  redudion,  confiftently  with  the  coo- 
tinuance  of  thofe  vigorous  efibrts  v^hich  muft  be  neceflary  for  oar 
fafety,  and  which,  at  all  events,  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  widi 
KeHvy  expence.  In  confidering  what  may  be  the  beft  mode  of  de- 
6aying  it,  we  (hall  undoubtedly  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the 
prefent  crifis  ;  and,  in  eftimating  the  value  of  iiny  temporary  facri- 
fices,  we  (hall  not  lofe  fight  of  the  infinite  importance  of  fupport- 
ing  cfFedually  our  public  credit,  and  of  convincing  the  enemy,  that, 
while  we  join  in  His  Majefty's  anxious  defire  for  the  conciufion  of 
eace  on  fstfe  and  honourable  terms,  we  poflcfii  the  means,  as  wdl 
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as  the  determination^  to  fupport  with  vigour  this  arduous  contefty  as 
long  as  it  may  be  rendered  ncceflary  for  maintaining  the  fafety,  ho^ 
nour,  and  indepenpance,  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

"  To  befeech  His  Majcfty  to  believe  that  our  loyalty  and  atttchv 
fnent  to  His  Majefty,  and  our  anxious  regard  for  the  intercAs  of  his 
(iibje^,  will  enfure  our  perfeverance  in  that  line  of  condudi  which 
snay  beft  preferve  the  advantages  rcfulting  to  his  People  from  his 
au^icious  Government. 

"  That  the  bleflings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  reli- 
gious eitibliftiments  have  long  been  deeply  imprinted  on  our  minds, 
but  we  cannot  but  feel  more  and  more,  from  the  events  of  eveiy 
day,  how  much  they  diftir^uiih  us  among  all  the  nations  of  Eu^ 
xope  ;  and  we  fliall  never  be  unmindful  that  they  can  only  be  pre- 
ierved  by  inculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obediopice 
to  the  laws,  by  reprefling,  with  promptitude,  every  attempt  to  dil^ 
turb  our  internal  tranquillity,  and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that  happy 
Confiitutioh  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  on  which  the  (b- 
curity  and  happinefs  of  every  dafs  of  His  Majedy's  fubje<^s  efleii- 
tiaily  depend." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DRUMMOND  was  inclined  to  hope  that 
ther&had  been  no  period  (ince  the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war,  when  an  addrefs  to  the  Throne  was  more  likely  to  meet  with 
general  concurrence,  than  that  which  had  now  been  moved  by  his 
honourable  friend.  Upon  the  one  hand,  the  ardent  deiire  which 
His  Majefty  had  manifefted,  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  Europe, 
merited  the  (incereft  and  the  warmeft  thanks  which  the  Houfe 
could  ofier  ;  aiKi,  upon  the  other  hand,  the  firmnefs  with  which 
the  King  had  replied  to  the  unjud-  and  extravagant  demands  of 
France,  claimed  the  fupport  of  Parliament ;  bo\ind,  as  it  was,  to 
maintain  the  dignity,  and  to  aflert  the  independance,  of  the  BritUh 
empire. 

Very  diiferent,  he  admitted,  was  the  language  which  we  once 
lioped  to  have  heard  upon  this  occafion ;  and  none  could  lament 
more  (iocerely  than  he  did,  that  he  had  not  now  to  congratulate  the 
Houfe  on  the  entire  ceiTation  of  a  ftorm,  which  had  convulfed  aU 
Europe  by  its  violence.  Some  confolation,  however,  it  was  to 
£ngli(hmen,  that  if  the  evils  of  war  mud  ftill  continue,  if  greater 
litafuies  muft  be  yet  expended,  and  if  more  blood  muft  yet  flow^ 
die  blame  was  not  imputable  to  them,  but  folely  to  the  infatiable 
ambition  of  their  enemies — enemies,  who  had  fo  often,  and  fo 
oftematioufly  prc^eiTed  the  love  of  peace,  but  who  had  neverthe- 
kfii,  fo  imilbrmly,  to  invariably,  and  fo  fyftematically  perfeverad  in 
the  pra£Uce  of  war— -enemies  who  had  ftiU  &  .artogsntly  fpumed 
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the  demands  of  judice,  ^nd  who  had  fo  haughtily  reje£ied  the  terms 
of  moderation. 

It  was  not  neccffary  for  him  to  recall  to  the  recoiled  ion  of 
gentlemen  the  various  meafures  which  had  been  adopted  by  His 
Majefty  in  order  to  fecure  honourable  terms  for  this  country.  Ever 
iiuce  our  enemies  had  pofTefled  even  the  femblance  of  a  regular 
form  of  Gavernmenty  our  efforts  had  been  unremitting,  to  obcain 
for  them  and  for  ourfelves  the  bleiTmgs  of  peace.  But  what  had 
beep  the  condudt  of  France  ?  Bleeding  at  a  thoufand  wounds,  had 
flit  not  (till  refufed  the  means  of  healing  them  ?  Until  the  negoti'> 
won  at  Paris,  did  (he  not  (hew  by  her  haughty  and  contumelious 
language  towards  this  country,  her  unwiilingnefs  to  tre^  upon  any 
terms  ?  And  when  her  rulers  (for  he  accufed  not  the  people  at  large) 
did  at  length  condefcend  to  receive  an  Englifh  MiniAcr  at  Parts, 
did  they  not  manifeil,  not  only  their  contempt  for  the  anrient-ufages 
of  nations,  but  the  infincerity  of  their  profcffions  with  refpe£i  to 
f  eace  ?  We  fhould  fee  if  thofe  fame  rulers  had  given  better  proofs 
of  their  faith  at  Lide.  We  fhould  turn  our  attention  to  the  nego* 
tiation  carried  on  there.  We  (hould  there  behold  the  juftice,  the 
moderation,  and  the  forbearance  of  Republican  France ;  and  we 
ihould  there  contemplate  the  refpedt  which  (he  entertains  for  the 
laws  of  nations — and  we  (hyuld  there  admire  the  modefiy  with 
which  (he  would  now  didate  to  the  antient  rival  of  her  power. 

It  appeared,  from  the  King's  Declaration,  that  the  En^ifh  Mi- 
niAer,  immediately  upon  his  arrival  at  Lifle,  dclivdred  in  a  proJei\ 
l^e  mod  moderate  and  conciliatory,  embracing  all.  the  intercfis  con* 
cerned,  and  extending  to  every  fubjcft  connc61cd  with  the  rcftgra*- 
tion  of  public  tranquillity.  How  that  prajet  was  received,  we  are 
informed  by  the  fame  State  Paper.  Although  we  had  been  vi£lo- 
fious  in  all  naval  combats  with  our  enemies -«- although  we  had 
made  conquers,  and  they  had  made  no  reprifals,  yet  did  they  main* 
tain  that  wc  Haould  renounce  the  poHcflions  which  we  had  acquired 
«— yet  did  they  contend  that  we  (houlJ  ad  as  if  our  arms  had  known 
only  difgracc  and  defeat.  Although  we  might  not  treat  for  our 
allies,  yet  they  would  treat  for  theirs.  Although  we  might  not 
mention  AuAria  or  Portugal,  yet  they  would  negotiate  for  Holland 
^ikI  for  Spain.  The  very  datement  of  fuch  pretenfions  is  fufHcient 
to  expofe  their  extravagance,  their  injuftice,  and  their  abfurdity. 
The  principle  of  all  reconciliation,  whether  between  nations  or 
between  individuals,  is  mutual. compenfation  for.  mutual  wrongs^ 
If  it  was  true  that  the  rights  of  individuals  ought  to  be  equal  in 
^e  q^e  of  the  law,  it  is  furely  not  lefs  true  that  the  rights  of  na^ 
tiom.oc^ht  to  be  cquAl  in.the  eye  of  juftice.        •        . 
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It  farther  appears  from  the  King's  Declaration,  that  tliefe  extra* 
vagant  and  abfurd  demands  were  abandoned  and  difclaimed  upon 
the  part  of  our  enemies,  when  it  was  found  that  they  were  rejeflcd 
by  the  Briti(h  Cabinet  with  the  firmnefs,  though  with  moderation, 
which  circumdances  required.     But  unfortunately,  when  TuffAtff 
fcemed  to  be  taking  a  more  favoupble  turn,  a  revolution  happened" 
at  Paris.     Men  were  beginning  tficrc  to  (peak  their  fentiments  too' 
freely  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  Government.     Some  citizensf 
had  the  temerity  tu  hint,  that  unlefs  the  war  was  brought  to  a  fpecdf* 
conclufion,  the  ruin  of  the  finances  was  inevitable ;  and  otherSj 
with  equal  audacity,  maintnined  that  France,  by  encouraging  com- 
merce and  the  arts,  might  draw  fupplies,  both  from  more  certain 
and  more  honourable  fources,  than  from  the  pillnge  and  plunger  of 
neighbouring  nations.     Whether,  or  not,  this  rcftoration  of  public 
opinion  alarmed  the  rulers  of  France,  he  did  not  pretend  to  determine. 
Certain,  however,  it  was,  that  thofe  virtuous  citizens  trembled  for 
their  fafety,  and  tliought  it  nccclTary  to  have  rccourfe  to  ftrong  mea- 
fures.     But,  good  God  !  what  were  thofe  meafures  ?  In  a  country, 
which  calls  itfelf  free — in  a'foil,  where  the  tree  of  liberty  has  been 
fo  often  planted,  the  moft  facred  principles  of  freedom  and  of  j\if- 
ticc  were  outraged.    Not  only  was  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  deftroyed, 
not  only  were  the  rights  of  perfons  invaded,  not  only  were  private 
citii^ns  arreftedand  imprifoned,  but  the  Majcfty  of  the  Conflitution 
kfelf  was  violated :  and,  without  the  forni  of  trial,  without  tht 
proof  of  guilt,  without  the  means  of  defence,  without  the  judge- 
ment of  a  Court,  or  the  verdidl  of  a  Jury,   Dlrcd^ors  and  Legifla- 
tors  were  condemned  to  linger  out  their  lives  in  perpetual  exile* 
Oh!  faid  Mr.  Drummond,  let  thefc  things  never  be  forgotten  by 
thofe  who  have  praifed,  and   who  have  loved,   the  Revolution  of 
France,  and  who  have  hailed  it  as  the  aera  which  was  to  bring 
peace,  and  happinefs,  and  liberty,  to  mankind.     Alas!  why  are 
we.  then  ftill  the  witncffes  of  the  agitation  of  Europe,  and  of  the 
mifery  of  France  ?     Mud  the  prefent  race  fee  no  end  to  calamities) 
and  muft  it  remain  for  poderity  to  decide,  whether  any  advantages 
can   6ow  from  a  Revolution,  which  was  begun  in  the  name  of 
Liberty? 

Thefe  violent  proceedings  are  not,  however,  to  be  lamented  lefs 
by  the  friends  of  peace,  than  by  the  friends  of  freedom.  No  fooner 
was  the  ruling  party  fccure  in  its  triumph,  than  two  new  Commit- 
(ioners  were  fent  to  Lifle,  who  quickly  (hewed  upon  what  princi^ 
pies  they  had  obtained  their  diploma.  Upon  the  violent,  atrocious^ 
unesuunpled  meafures  which  followed^  he  Ihould  make  no  com^ 
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mento.     He  would  only  aflCi  if  it  W8S  neoeflSily  to  add  infult  to  in- 

fincerity^  and  outrage  to  injufticc  ? 

What  were  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  irom  the  whole  conduA 
of  our  enemies  i  What,  unlefs,  that^  not  fatisfied,  we  (hould  ceafe 
(0  bold  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe — not  fatisfied  with  having 
extended  their  own  dominions  from  the  Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees,  and 
from  the  Alps  to  the  Ocean — not  fatisfied  with  having  fraternized 
with  Holland  and  Randers — not  fatisfied  with  havii^  oigani7«d  and 
le-organized  the  States  of  Genoa  and  Geneva— not  fatisfied  with 
having  laid  wafte  the  plains  of  Germany,  and  with  having  pil- 
laged the  treafures  of  Italy — not  fatisfied  with  having  added  two 
new  Satellites  to  their  fyftem,  the  Cis-Alpine  and  the  Cis-Rhi;)ane 
Republics, — they  defire  that  England  herfelf  (hould  learn  the  lan-r 
guage  of  fubmiffion,  (hould  forget  her  vidories,  renounce  her  con- 
quefts,  and  lay  her  laurels,  tqgether  with  her  independance,  at  thp 
feet  of  France. 

And  yet,  continued  Mr.  Drummond,   forgetting  the  rank  w0 
have  hitherto  held  among  the  nations  of  the  globe,  for  which  of  the 
countries  with  which  we  are  at  war  (hall  we  make  fuch  facrifices  i 
Empires,  like  individuals,  are  only  great,  and  ftrong,  and  powerful, 
by  comparifon.     For  vihich,  then,  of  the  nations,  with  which  we  are 
at  war,  (hall  we  make  fuch  facrifices  ?    Shall  it  be  for  that  people, 
who  once,  like  ourfelves,  were  free,  but  whofe  independance  is  (led 
with  their  fpirit,  their  indufiry,  and  their  commerce  ?  Shall  it  then 
be  for  that  yet  mc^-e  unhappy  country,  where  the  vidlims  of  fistnati- 
dfm  fiill  langui(h  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Inquifition,  while  Jacobi- 
nifm  is  fecretly  fapping  the  vaft,  but  hollow,  edifice  of  the  Monarchy  i 
Lafily,  (hall  it  be  for  the  antient  foe  of  England,  that  foe,  too,  be- 
come implacable  from  jealoufy,  and  defperate  from  crimes  ?    Shall 
France  infult  our  Amballadors  ?    Shall  (he  menace  our  Govern- 
ment, and  di£tate  terms  of  peace  to  us  in  more  tha^  in  the  lofty  lan- 
guage of  Roman  authority  i  and  that,  when  her  commerce  is  nearly 
annihilated,  her  finances  almoft  exhaufied,  and  her  vanquilhed  navy 
unable  to  difpute  with  ours  for  the  empire  of  the  Ocean  ?     No  ;  if 
we  were  fo  inclined,  the  victories  of  a  Howe,  a  St.  Vincent,  and  a 
Duncan,  forbid  us  to  fpeak  the  language  of  difgrace,  or  of  defpair. 
Since  Englaind  became  a  maritime  power,  never  did  (he  know  a  more 
glorious  period  of  triumph  than  the  prefent ;  and  never  did  the 
vidories  of  her  fleets  follow  each  other  in  more  rapid,  or  more  bril- 
liant fucce(rion. 

But  while  he  indulged  himfelf  in  thtk  reflexions,  fo  agreeable 
lo  every  man  who  loves  his  country,  let  him  not  be  fuppofcd  to  wiih 
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to  ftiifreprefent  our  real  iitttation.  He  thought  this  the  moft  fe« 
rious  and  moft  intcrefting  conteft  in  which  we  ever  were  engaged.  - 
It  was  die  moft  ferious,  becaufe  our  enemies  feeiti  unwilling  to  re- 
cqgnite  thofe  principles  formerly  admitted  among  civilized  nations, 
both  in  peace  and  war.  It  was  the  moft  interefting,  becaufe  wc  wero 
not  fighting  for  aggrandizement,  but  for  independance.  We  muft 
owe  our  prefervation  to  our  firmnefs,  to  our  fortitude,  and  above 
all,  to  our  union  :  for  it  was  only  when  the  public  mind  was  not 
hanaifed  by  doubt,  and  divided  by  oppofite  and  contending  opinions, 
that  a  State  could  put  forth  all  its  ftrength,  exert  all  its  energy,  and 
difplay  all  its  refources. 

If,  then,  Mr.  Drummond  faid,  continuing  their  exorbitant  de*^ 
niands,  if,  denying  to  us  the  refped  which  we  have  always  claimed, 
and  always  received  from  other  nations,  our  enemies  refufe  to  grant 
us  peace  on  iair  terms,  let  us  not  be  wanting  to  ourfelves  ;  and  let 
our  union  be  the  (ignal  to  our  foes,  that  we  will  refift  their  aggref* 
fionson  our  national  independance,  with  all  the  zeal,  all  the  energy^ 
and  with  all  the  perfeverance,  which  the  love  of  juftice,  the  love  of 
liberty,  and  the  love  of  our  country,  caninfpire. 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  then  rofe,  and  fpokc  nearly  as 
follows  :— 

Mr.  Speaker,  however  prefumptuous  it  may  appear  in  me,  a 
Member  undiftinguiftied,  and  little  known,  I  cannot  refrain  from 
rifing  to  deliver  my  fentiments  on  this  very  important  and  momen- 
tous occalion.  I  hope  that  you  and  the  Houfe  will  acccept  it  as  a 
fuflficient  apology  for  my  forwardnefs,  that  lam  urged  to  deliver  my 
opinion  by  motives  which  it  would  be  criminal  for  me  to  refift,  and 
which  if  I  would  reiift,  I  could  not.  But  if  any  farther  apology  bo 
neceflfary  for  encroaching  on  the  patience  of  tlie  Houfe,  let  me  plead 
this,  that  the  fentiments  I  offer  are  thofe  of  an  honeft  unbiafted 
mind,  uninfluenced  by  prejudice  or  partiality,  independent  of  partyi 
and  regarding  men  only  as  their  meafures  deferve  regard — for,  Sir, 
I  am  not  connected  with  any  party  ;— neither  with  Miniftry  nor 
Minority  ; — on  the  one  hand,  owing  nothing  to  Adminiftration, 
and  on  the  other,  being  averfe  to  unequalified  oppofition.  With 
thofe  claims  to  your  attention,  I  venture  to  rife,  and  even  to  hops 
that  my  fentiments,  how  feebly  foever  they  may  be  exprefied,  will 
yet  be  borne  through  by  the  fupport  of  truth  and  lincerity. 

Sir,  no  man  nK)re  cordially  aflfents  than  I  do  to  that  part  of  the 
addrefs  which  relates  to  the  late  glorious  vi£lor\',  obtained  by  our 
fleet  under  the  command  of  the  gallant  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  over 
that  of  Holland.  It  was  indeed  a  proud  day  for  England,  not  otily 
9$  it  added  one  to  the  many  diftinguiihed  proofs  which  this  war  hap 
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ailbrded  of  the  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  and  of  the  fkiH  and  vilour 
of  our  officers  and  feamcn,  but  as  difappointing  the  guilty  intentions 
of  thofe  traitors  who  endeavoured  to  promote  mutiny  in  that  bul« 
wark  of  our  defence.  It  has  evinced  that  our  wooden  walls  are 
yet  ibundy  and  that  the  great  bulk  .of  our  Britifti  feamen  remain 
untainted,  andareftill,  and  will  long,  I  hope,  remain  capable  of 
carrying  the  Britifh  flag  triumphant  over  the  face  of  the  globs. 

But,  Sir,  though  I  entirely  coincide  in  thofe  fentimcuts  of  the 
honourable  mover,  and  confequently  am  willing  to  agree  to  that 
part  of  the  addrefs,  I  mud,  in  Arid  regard  to  truth,  declare  it  to  be 
jny  opinion  that,  notwithftanding  that  brilliant  vi6lory,  Parliament 
never  aflfembled  at  a  more  critical,  awful,  and  perilous  period,  than 
that  at  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  addrefs  you.  Sir,  the 
period  ihuft  l^  perilous,  when,  on  looking  round,  we  fee  fo  much 
to  menace,  and  fo  little  to  confole  ;  engaged  in  a  war,  expenlive 
and  bloody  beyond  all  example,  with  an  enemy  who  feems  deter- 
mined  to  wage  war  more  for  our  ruin  than  her  own  advantage  ;  the 
people  galling  under  the  weight  of  exceflive  burdens,  unanimous 
only  in  their  difapprobation  and  diftruft  of  Parliament ;  our  (\rongeft 
fupport,  Ireland,  in  rebellion,  or  only  kept  down  by  military  force. 
With  no  better  profpeft  in  our  view,  turn  our  eyes  which  way  wc 
will,  how  dreary  and  inflifling  is  the  fccne !  How  feeble  the  con- 
folation  that  a  (ingle  vidtqry  can  fupply ! !  In  fuch  a  fituation  the 
viiftory  of  Lord  Duncan,  thaugh  fo  far  as  the  operation  of  vidtory 
can  be  felt,  brilliant  and  dccifive,  is,  after  all,  but  the  triumph  of 
an  hour — a  triumph  dearly  bought — a  triumph,  which,  perhaps, 
may  have  difconcerted  ahonile  expedition  but  has  certainly  thinned 
the  ranks  of  our  gallant  defenders.  Amidft  the  rejoicing  for  fuch 
a  difplay  of  our  naval  fuperiority,  what  fort  of  heart  muft  that  be 
which  refledts  without  forrow  upon  the  havoc  of  that  day  ;  which 
meditates  upon  its  advantages  without  feeling  feverely  for  the  men 
diat  fell  ;  which,  without  regret  and  horror,  reads  the  bloody  detail 
in  the  Gazette — that  regifter  of  a  flaughter-houfe — that  niufter-roll 
of  death. 

Sir,  I  have  faid  that  this  war  has  been  attended  with  a  wafteof 
wealth,  and  a  prodigality  of  blood,  not  to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory. 
This,  Sir,  is  no  vague  or  idle  aflertion  ;  it  is  borne  up  by  fads. 
Two  hundred  millions  of  money  have  been  the  wafte  of  four  years^ 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  the  number  of  lives  loft.  And  now. 
Sir,  at  the  end  of  this  frightful,  irreparable  lofs,  what  docs  the 
King  s  fpeech  hold  out  to  us  ?— Does  it  hold  out  the  effyAual  relief 
flf  our  burdens  ?  No  !  Does  it  hold  out  the  profpedl  of  reconci- 
*    on  and  harmony  in  Ireland  i  No!— Docs  it  hold  out  the  pio- 
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mife  of  indemniif  far  the  paji<,  and  fecurity  for  the  future  f  No  I 
Does  it  hold  out  peace  ?  No,  no  fuch  thing,  but  the  reverfc  ;  it 
procnifcs  us  the  renewal  of  the  wafte  and  devaftation  wc  all  lament, 
or  at  leaft  have  caufe  to  lannent  \  it  menaces  us  with  more  carnage 
and  flaughter,  with  new  fccnes  of  blood,  with  more  tears,  more 
ligbs,  more,  and  perhaps  deeper,  groans  of  widows  and  orphans* 
But  fomc  gentlemen  will  fay,  "  Why  this  mournful  recital?  What 
'^  ufcful  end  can  it  anfwer  to  draw  this  gloomy,  melancholy  pic* 
<'  ture  ?  Have  not  efibrts  been  made  to  obtain  a  peace  ?" 

To  this.  Sir,  I  (hall  only  anfwer,  that  I  am  fure  efforts  fuitable  to 
the  occafion  have  not  been  made ;  I  fay  efforts,  founded  in  iincerity, 
and  breathing  the  true  fpirit  of  peace,  thefe  have  not  been  made.  If 
we  recur  to  Lord  Malmelbury's  iirft  miifion  to  Paris,  we  (hall, 
trithout  the  poifibility  of  controverfy,  be  able  to  pronounce  that  the 
Minilter  was  not  fincere.  \  remember.  Sir,  that  the  iirll  day  I  had 
the  honour  of  (itting  in  this  Houfe  the  Minifier  declared  it  to  be 
his  intentions  to  take  every  practicable  means  to  procure  for  OS 
the  blefljngs  of  peace,  I  did  then,  indeed,  believe  he  was  fincere, 
for  I  was  then  but  a  new  Member ;  foon,  however,  I  had  caufe  to 
retrad  my  opinion,  and  to  (x)ndemn  my  own  credulity  \  foon  I  was 
convinced  that  the  Minifter  was  not  fincere. «,  The  terms  which  the 
French  would  then  have  granted,  and  which  he  refufed,  were  fuch 
as  he  would  now  gladly  accept,  ^nd  they  now  decline  to  give.  The 
French  would  have  granted  peace  on  condition  of  holding  what  they- 
then  had,  but  the  Minifier  would  be  contented  with  nothing  fhort 
of  the  refiitution  of  Belgium,  and  the  fafety  of  England  was  (acrU 
ficcd  to  the  intereil  of  the  Emperor.  But,  Sir,  I  will,  for  fake  of 
the  aigument,  fuppofe  that  the  failure  of  that  attempt  was  owing  not 
to  the  unreafonable  demands  of  our  Minifier,  but  to  the  extrava* 
{ant  expectations  and  arrogance  of  the  French,  and  that  Lord 
Malme(bury  was,  as  has  b^en  aflferted,  difmifled  from  Paris,  with 
infult  and  difgrace.  I  will  then  alk  any  man  of  candour  in  the 
Houfe,  whether  there  can.be  found  in  hifiory  any  thing  to  equal 
that  of  (ending  back,  in  the  fame  character,  that  very  man  who  wat 
fo  (fifgracefully  treated,  and  whether  fo  fending  him  back  was  not 
loeumulating  and  aggravating  the  difgrace  and  contumely  it  brought 
9n  this  country  ?  On  his  Lord(hip*s  going  the  fecond  time,  it  was- 
nere  matter  of  courfe,  and  naturally  enfued  as  a  confequence  of  his 
going,  covered  with  the  former  difgrace,  that  they  (hould  treat  him 
with  conteippt.  This  cannot  now  be  recalled,  but  it  furcly  ought 
to  wdgh  with  the  Houfe  agatnit  the  profe(&ons  of  the  Minifier,  and 
to  be  taken. as  ibme  qualification  of  the  inference  he  would  wilh  us. 
I».4nw  frw  tfoe  iicCurn  of  X^rd  Malmc(bury.     I,  for  my  part. 


|6  PARI^IAMEKTARY  [Commoms. 

am  perfuaded  that  ic  would  have  been  a  happy  circumflanoe  if  that 
noble  Lord  had  been  empowered  at  the  oiitfet  to  make^the  offisr  of 
refKtution  defired  by  France.  And  here,  Sir*  I  hope  I  may  be 
allowed  to  fpeak  with  more  cpnfidence  than  before ;  my  inquiriosy 
my  prwate  information,  and  my  local  knowledge  aRbrding  me  means 
of  judging,  denied  to  many  other  gentlemen  of  fuperior  ability. 
From  this  knowledge  I  am  competei)(  to  aver,  that  ail  the  conquefts 
we  h^ve  made  are  not  only  not  wortH  die  lofs  and  horrors  of-  one 
campaign,  but  in  fad  not  worth  the  holding.  An  honourable  Ba- 
sx>net  (Sir  Franci$  Baring),  whofe  intimate  acquaintance  with  the 
Britifli  intereOs  in  the  £a(l  cannot  be  called  in  quedion,  did  once 
ftate  to'you  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  inftuadof  being  an  ad« 
vantage  would  be  a  burden;  grievous  in-  itfelf  and  unproduif^ive  of 
any  good  in  return  :  he  alfo  ^id  (late  to  you,  and  I  am  fure  he  ftated 
no  moixi  than  the  faA,  that  Trincomale,  in  Ceylon,  cannot  be  kept 
in  our  pofkCRon  unlefs  we  become  mafters  of  the  whole  of  that 
Mand ;  an  acquiiition  utterly  hopelefs  :  and  that  the  fortifying  of 
that  port  would  coft  more,  after  all,  than  the  whole  would  be  %rorth 
*— fo  much  for  the  Eaft.  Now,  Sir,as  to  the  Weft  Indies,  I  do  ven- 
ture to  affirnt,  without  fear  of  con  tradition,  that  if  it  v^as  to-morow 
In  your  power  to  capture  the  whole  of  the  French  iflands,  fo  far 
from  being  productive  or  advantageous,  they  would  either  be  un* 
tenable  or  ruinous  in  the  holding.  There  is  not  a  gentleman  in 
the  Houfe  who  cannot  readily  comprehend  this  ;  if  he  only  looka 
back  to  the  condudl  of  the  French  in  that  quarter,  he  will  fee  that 
no  hope  can  be  entertained  from  them  as  good  fubje£ts.  Some  of 
thofe  iflands  were  ceded  to  us  by  treaty  in  1763,  and  were  upwards 
of  thirty  years  in  our  poflfcflion  and  under  our  protedion,  yet  at  tho 
end  of  that  time  the  French  inhabitants  feized  the  firft  opportynitjp 
to  revolt,  and  what  is  worfe,  inftigated  the  Negroes  to  rife  andi 
murder  their  maftcrs.  Urged  by  the  incitements  of  that  monfter^ 
Vi£tor  Hugues,  they  committed  the  moft  barbarous  maffacres,  and 
by  them  the  Governor  of  Grenada  was,  together  with  feveral  Plan* 
tern,  led  out  to  a  cruel  death.  In  fuch  circumftances  we  might 
poflibly  have  a  barren  depopulated  territory,  but  wc  could  have  no 
more  ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  fubjed  of  mpft  ferious  confideration  foi 
the  Houfe,  and  of  awful  caution  to  Minifters,  to  beware  how  dief 
incur  the  dreadful  refponfibility  of  lavifhing  human  blood  upon  foeii 
unprofitable  conquefts.  Sir,  it  is  fighting  and  facrificiflg  the  lives  of 
snen  for  air — for  words.  Befides  all  tht)fe,  thepe  is  another,  and  a 
worfe  enemy,  we  have  to  combat,  whofe  ftroke  no  human  meant 
ean  refift  or  evade,  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  itfelf,  armed  witli 
plague  and  peftilence  to  fcouijge  our  cupidity  and  ambition.    Ani 
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18  this.  Sir,  1^  St^  Domingo  a  place  to  which  vrc  may  without 
guilt  fend  our  gallant  fellow  fubjeds;  fend  them,  knowing,* 
as  we  muft,  that  it  is  as  impoffible  to  make  a  conqueft  of  it  as  it 
would  be  to  fcale  the  moon^^^to  make  conqueft  of  an  ifland,  Sirj^ 
400  miles  in  length  and  175  in  breadth,  filled  with  hods  of  ene- 
mies, and  guarded  againd  us  by  peftilcnce.  There  was  indeed  a 
man,  who,  if  human  courage  and  human  wifdom  could  have  ac* 
complifhed  it,  would  have  reduced  that  ifland — I  mean  Montalam- 
bcrt.  If  there  were  ten  fuch  Frenchmen  in  that  quarter,  there 
might  be  fome  -hope  of  fecuring  our  injtereds  there,  if  they  were 
worth  the  fecuring,  for  who  would  not  fight  by  the  fide  of  fuch  a 
roan  ?  And  here,  Sir,  it  comes  in  point  to  mention  a  fad  of  great 
authority  :  General  Simcoe,  a  very  able  and  diftinguifhed  officer^ 
once  faid  that  he  could  conquer  St.  Doming^  with  7000  men,  but 
when  the  quefiion  was  put  to  him,  how,  having  once  gained,  be 
could  keep  it,  the  French  inhabitants  being  hofiile  to  the  govern-r 
ment  and  the  laws,  he  gave  up  th^  point.  Sir,  I  have  thought  it 
my  duty  to  make  this  fiatement  in  order  to  obviate  future  difap^ 
pointments,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  Houfe  and  the  people 
at  large  for  that  which  will  appear  when  all  conteft  about  thofe  con- 
quers will  be  over.  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew,  that  the 
conquers  which  the  French  Dircftory  requires  us  to  furrendcr  are 
of  no  value  to  this  couutry  ;  but  not  convinced,  that  this  demand  of 
the  French  Government  was  the  fole  reafon  which  inducejd  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  to  break  off  the  negotiation.  It  is  alTerted  \Sf 
the  prefent  rules  of  France,  that  while  the  Britifh  Minifiry  was 
feeking  peace,  and  had  formerly  fent  an  Ambaifador  to  Lifle,  they 
were  deeply  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  to  overthrow  the  Republican 
Government.  Such  a  chargo  had  certainly  been  made ;  and  though 
the  declaration  afforded  the  beft  opportunity  of  contradicting  it  i£ 
it  was  falfe,  in  that  declaration  it  is  not  denied. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  when  we  review  the  full  fcope  of  our  cir- 
cumftances,  when  we  ccJnfidcr  the  aftonifhing  wafte  of  two  hundred 
millions  of  money,  and  the  alarming  drain  of  more  than  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  men  of  the  flower  of  England  facrificed  to  this  con- 
teft,  when  we/ee  Ireland  ripe  for  univerfal  revolt,  and  kept  only 
by  the  termrs  of  the  fword— when  we  fee  ourfelves  a  divided  peo- 
ple, unanimous  only  in  comi'lainl  of  grievances  and  taxes,  and^ 
when  we  fee  the  Peerage  difgraced  by  the  introdu£lion  of  men  with* 
out  abilities  or  praifewonhy  fervices  to  entitle  them  to  that  cliilinc- 
tion,  it  is  impoflfible  not  to  think  that  there  is  a  combination  ^f 
evils  hanging  over  our  heads,  from  which  nothing  can  refcuc  U9 
but  death. 

Vrk.     TV  '  n 
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•  Sir,  1  have  thought  fit  thus  to  cxprcfs  myfclf,  having^no  motive 
biit  an  honefl:  vi'ilh  that  the  people  at  large  may  be  awakened  to  a 
thorough  fcnfe  of  their  perilous  fituation.     The  laft  refourcc  of  the 
wretched  is  the  hope,  that  when  things  arc  at  the  worft  they  will 
mend  ;  but  even  this  confolation  fccms  to  be  denied  to  us — for  tl)c 
right  honouriablc  gentleman  who  has  fo  long  and  with  fuch  diftin- 
gtti(hed  ability  influenced  the  opinions  of  this  fide  of  the  Houfc,  I 
am  forry  to  perceive,  has  retired  from  the  conteft.     Sir,  if  the  ad- 
Vice  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman,  whofe  tranfcendant  talents 
are  his  fmalleft  praife,  had  been  attended  to,  we  fliould  not  at  this 
day  have  to  mourn  over  the  calamities  of  our  country.     He  has 
retired,  I  fear,  wearied  and  hopelefs,  in  prophetic  and  filent  an- 
guifli;  and  when  hg  defpairs,  when  talents,  eloquence,  and  firm- 
nefs,   like  his,  which  once,  in  fpitc  of  parliamentary  majorities, 
faved  the  kingdom  from  a  ruinous  war  with  Ruflfia,  arc  withdrawn 
in  the  the  prefent  conjunflure,  what  remains  for  men  of  inferior 
endowments  but,  like  him,  to  retire  from  the  fcene,  to  mourn  in 
fecrct  over  thofe  evils  which  they  cannot  prevent,   and  filcntly 
cxpefl  the  certain  diflblution  which  awaits  this  unhappy  kingdom. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  he  fliould  not  havt  fpoken  that 
evening,  if  he  had  not  felt  it  his  duty  to  refift  the  tendency  of  fuch 
extraordinary  language  as  the  honourable  gentleman  had  ufcd,  and 
prevent  its  dangerous  efFefts  abroad.  The  honourable  gentleman 
had  regretted  the  abfence  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  who  was 
formerly  very  afliduous  in  that  Aflembly,  and  defcrlbed  him  as 
retiring  from  public  life,  with  the  decpeft  and  moft  amiable  forrow, 
to  mourn  over  thofe  misfortunes  of  his  codntry  which  his  perfpicuity 
was  able  to  forefee,  though  his  prudence  and  his  powers  were  unable 
to  prevent  them.  If  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  been 
\  prefent,  however,  it  appeared  that  fomc  benefit  from  his  counfcls 
might  have  poflTibly  accrued,  and  that  a  lingering  hope  might  have 
ftill  exiftcd  of  fuccour  from  his  talents.  As  he  was  abfent,  how- 
ever, gentlemen,  it  fccmed,  had  nothing  clfe  to  do  but  follow  his 
example,  and  pticntly  retire  in  filent  and  prophetic  anguifli  to  wait 
luptnely  for  the  diflblution  of  their  country.  It  was  that  Angular 
declaration  which  h^d  called  him  up ;  for  it  was  fo  ftr.inge  to  his 
conflitutional  experience,  and  fo  unknown  to  his  parliamentary 
Capacity,  that  he  was  furprifed  beyond  defcription :  how  the  honour- 
able gentlemen  fliould  know  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
alluded  to  did  not  mean  to  attend  in  his  place  as  ufual,  he  was  at 
'a  lofs  to  conjeflurc.  For  his  own  part,  he  knew  no  eflicirnt  reafcn 
^hy  the  right  honourable  gentleman  Ihould  refufe  his  aid  and  advice 

>  the  great  council  of  the  nation  now,  any  more  than  upon  former 
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occa^on^;  nor  (boald  he  be  at  all  fiirpnTedto  ice  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman  immediately  enterthe  door  and.  walk  up  to  his  fc^t^ 
a9  he  was  wont  to  do  in  the  preceding  feflfion.     If  the  right  honpuf* 
ablQ  gentleman  did  not  come  as  ufual,  he  knew  no  reafons»  as  he 
£tid  before,  why  he  fhould  Aay  away,  and  eould  only  fuggeit  then;;, 
as  he  prefumcd  the  honourable  gentleman  had  done,  from  vague  aqd 
imauthorifed  reports,     \yhat  the  reafonsfor  his  abfence  might  be* 
therefoiTy  he  (hould  not  venture  to  pronounce  upon  furh  loofe  autho* 
rity,  left  ht  fhould  mifreprefcnt  them ;  but  upon  the  manner  in  whioh 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  employed  his  time,  hefliould  fay, a 
lew  words,  and  he  believed  upon  the  fame  authority  from  which  the 
hdilourable  gentleman  derived  his  infx)rmation. .    Speaking  of- the 
manner  in   which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  employed  hjs 
time,  the  bonourt^ble  gentleman  reprefcoted  that  tlic  diftrciTcs  of  h^s 
country  fo  occupied  his  thoughts,  and  fo  weighed  down  his  fpiritf, 
that  he  f^t,   in   filent  and  prophetic  anguifl),  a  petfeft  image  cf 
Dcfpair.     Now,    it  was  left  to  every  one  to  fuggeft  from  fuch 
authority,  or  from  their  own  idens,  in  what  manner  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  employed  his  time  in  his  retirement  \  but  to 
judge  from  the  fame  faithful  mirror  of  his  a(5^ions,  a  public  ney^- 
paper,  (the  Morning  Chronicle  of  OiSober  1 1,)  it  appeared  that  his 
melancholy  was  merely  of  a  temporary  nature ;  for,  although  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  found  beginning  the  day  of  his  an- 
nual feftiyity  with  regret  and  iameatations  for  the  hopelcfs  condition 
of  his  CQuntry,  the  fame  vehicle  of  intelligence  has  informed  us,  that 
after  feveral  toaijs  were  drank  with  great  applaufe,  the  conviviali^ 
of  the  evening  was  heightened  by  ievera]  jovia}  fongs.     After  fuch 
an  account,  there  was  no  doubt  but  what  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman ai)d  hjs  patriotic  friends  had  diflinguithcd  themfelves  upon 
that  anniverfaryi  as  they  always  do  on  fimilar  cicpafion^ ;  and  that 
the  fole  caufc  of  tlieir  meeting  was  the  general  intercft  they  felt  for 
the  welfare  of  the  nation.     But,  to  put  an  end  to  thisfportivekiivi 
of  obfervation,  and  talk  in  a  more  ferrous  manner,  he  hoped  at>d 
traded,  that  whatever  might  be  the  regret  of  the  right  honourable 
gemlenKin  fcr  the  misfortunes  of  his  country,  or  Iiowever  great  hjs 
intereft  in  her  welfare,  that  he,  as  well  as  every  gentleman  in  that 
Hoi|fe,  could  feel  as  poignantly,  and  difchargc  thcu*  duty  to  the  beft 
of  their  abili^,  with  as  much  zeal  and  patriotifm,  as  he  who 
was  thus  fuper-eminently  extolled.     Nay,  he  would  go  farther,  ai\d 
tope  that  as  h^  was  not  influenced  by  perfonal  motives  to  oScx  his 
dviee  in  that  Adembly,  he  (hould  nevctr  be  capable,  through  per- 
fial  indignation,  of  withdrawing  his  advice  when  the  danger  of  his 
uotry  might  be  mprc  imminent^  or  the  profit  of  his  advice  xoofe 
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ufdlil.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid>  that  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  repeatedly  tried  whether  he  could  not  prevent 
the  mbfortunes  which  were  fo  defpondingly  enumerated  ;  and  find- 
ing that  all  his  endeavours  were  inefieAualy  and  his  meafures  dc- 
clinedy  he  had  retired  to  deplore  that  defolation  which  he  was  not 
able  to  controul.     Rcfpe£ting  the  efficacy  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  propofition,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  deemed 
iiHallible,  he  was  obliged  to  confefs  he  not  only  entertained  doubts^ 
but  abfolutc  difljclicf.     So  far,  therefore,  Me  did  not  at  all  regret 
the  abfence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  bccaufe  he  did  npt 
think  his  counfcl   worth  accepting.     On  the  contrary,  he  wmild 
boldly  deliver  it  as  his  opinion,  that  if  the  advice  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  been  followed,  he  fhould  not  have  been 
one  of  thofc,  except  in  one  folitary  inftance,  who  would  have 
thought  that  the  (ituation  of  the  country  would  have  been  amended* 
If  he  were  culpable  in  fpeaking  fo  lightly  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  abilities,  he  hoped  he  (hould  be  excufcd  when  ho  averred, 
that  fuch  a  declaration  had  been  extorted  from  him  by  the  intem- 
perate language  of  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite.     In  regard 
to  the  addrefs,  he  conceived  there  could  be  no  objcflion,  fince  it 
fatisfied  itfelf  by  general  afluranccs  of  attachment  to  His  Majefty's 
perfon  and  government,  of  promifes  to  endeavour  to  refift  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  thereby  prefervc  our  laws  and  liberties  inviolate : 
and  he  trufted  that  no  man  who  was  confcious  of  the  many  and  in- 
vajuabie  bleifings  he  enjoyed  under  that  happy  conOitution,  whicK 
had  been  prepared  and  handed  down  to  him  by  his  ancefiors,  but 
would  defireto  have  the  fame  blcffings  perpetuated,  add  delivered 
unimpaired  to  his  pofterity.     Concerning  the  rupture  of  the  nego- 
tiation, and  the  profecution  of  the  war,  he  trufted  he  entertained 
as  ardent  defires  for  peace  as  any  other  perfon  ;  but  he  could  not 
iubmit,  as  fome  gentlemen  appeared  difpofed  to  do,  to  every  hu- 
miliation which  the  enemy  might  think  proper  to  demand.     In  this 
he  had  the  fatisfadion  of  concurring  with  His  Majefty  ;  and  he  had 
the  farther  fatisfadlon  of  knowing,  that  if  the  honourable  gentlemap 
oppofite  was  not  forward  in  acquitting  His  Majefiy's  Miniflers  fo 
their  earneft  endeavours  to  conclude  a  peace  by  fome  conceflions,  b 
was  not  forward  in  condemning  them  for  that  line  of  conduA.  SoflT 
conceflTiOAs  ihort  of  abfolute  humiliation  he  thought  might  be  pa 
doned  ;  but  real  humiliation  he  never  could  allow,  becaufe  he  i 
not  know  whether  real  humiliation  would  tiot  tend  to  provob 
fpeedy  return  of  hoftiiities.     The  hoftile  difpofition^  and  invetev 
hatred  of  the  enemy  towards  this  country,  made  it  neceflary  tot 
rith  ^lore  than  common  vigilance^  in  order  to  leave  them  no  iM 
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pretence  for  the  rupture  of  die  negotiation,  nor  any  opportunity  for 
tnifreprelentation  to  deceive  the  public.  The  honourable  mover  of 
the  addrefs  had  expreded  his  willingnefs  to  furrendcr  as  many  of  our 
coDqutils  as  were  confident  with  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the 
nation.  In  this  point  he  agreed  with  the  honourable  mover,  but 
differed  in  the  manner.  He  was  willing  to  make  any  facrifices 
which  might  be  deemed  nc#effary,  not  to  the  Hollanders,  not  to  the 
Spaniards,  nor  to  the  French  —but  to  his  country.  Nay,  he  would 
go  farther  than  the  honourable  mover  in  this  furrendcr,  and  farther 
than  any  abdrad  point  whatever,  to  put  a  period  to  the  war  ;  for 
he  would  not  only  make  a  furrendcr  of  all  the  conquers,  but  a 
•ikcrifice  of  every  thing  he  valued  as  an  individual.  Nothing  then 
remained  but  to  call  lipon  the  country  to  fubmit  cheerfully  to  the 
iad  alternative  to  which  they  were  reduced,  to  join  in  returning 
thanks  to  Providence  for  the  fignal  victory  which  had  improved 
their  condition,  and  to  unite  zealoufly  and  firmly  to  fave  the 
country  from  the  dedrudive  hatred  and  inordinate  ambition  of  thfe 
enemy.  He  was  forry  he  had  found  it  neceiTary  to  take  up  fo  much 
of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  but  he  thought  it  fit  that 
every  one  (hould  know  both  where  they  are,  and  what  they  are, 
either  as  legiflators  or  individuals,  under  that  conditution  whole 
happy  influence  they  hourly  experienced,  and  whofe  perpetual  ex- 
iftence  they  fhould  hourly  endeavour  to  prefervc.  For  his  own 
party  as  he  was  embarked,  he  would  never  quit  the  (hip  till  (he  was 
linking,  and  he  would  exhort  every  other  perfon  interedcd  in  her 
iafety  to  follow  his  example. 

Sir  H.  MANN  cordially  coincided  in  all  that  had  fallen  from 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and  did  not  imagine  he 
could  well  add  any  thing  to  the  fpiritcd  reply  that  Mr.  Wilberforcc 
had  made  to  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  6.  Edwards).  He  was 
prepared  to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  the  caufe  of  humanity ;  but 
when  he  attended  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  had  to 
contend,  he  faw  we  had  no  alternative  left  but  manfully  to  counteract 
and  defeat  the  black  dcfigns  which  that  enemy  meditated  againft  this 
country.  They  were  fanguinc  in  their  hopes  that  thofe  defigns 
would'  prove  fuccefsful,  the  obje^  of  which  was  no  lefs  than  to 
defhoy  our  commerce,  to  revolutionize  the  country,  to  abolifh  our 
laws,  and  to  annihilate  the  conftitution.  But  in  thcfe  black  attempts 
they  would,  he  trufted,  be  baffled  and  confounded.  He  was  not 
difpofed  to  follow  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  through 
the  whole  of  what  he  advanced  ;  he  would,  however,  agree  with 
him  in  lamenting  the  abfence  of  a  right  honourable  gentleman^ 
vbofe  political  knowledge  and  abilidcs  he  had  ever  big^)ly  rcfpcacd* 
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He  hoped  to  have  ieen  him,  and  thole  who  z&cd  with  him^  in 
their  places,  and  to  have  heard  them  come  chearfuUy  forward  t6  / 
congratulate  the  country  on  the  (ignal  and  glorious  victory  which 
had  recently  crowned  our  naval  arm  ;  and  efpecially  after  the  inib- 
lent  and  contumelious  manner  in  which  the  rulers  of  France  had 
treated  our  Amb^lfador ;  after  they  had  evidently  betrayed  a  fixed 
deHgn  to  overturn  our  Con(titutiony  anri  deprive  us  of  all  the  bleft- 
ings  we  enjoyed  under  it ;  forely  was  he  difappointed  in  not  feeing 
that  right  honoul^hle  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  join  heart  and  hand 
with  the  Houfe,  and  hnrmonife  k  into  unanimity ,  and  approve 
himfelf  anxious  and  ready  to  fupport,  not  Minifters,  but  the 
Country,  and  prevent  it  from  being  laid  at  the  feet  of  a  cruel^ 
fanguinary,  and  unrelenting  enemy. 

The  honourable  Baronet  was  aAoniihed  to  hear  the  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  accufe  Lord  Mnlmefbury  of  want  of 
fincerity  in  the  former  and  late  negotiation.  [Here  Mr.  B.  Edwards 
denied  the  diarge,  which  he  intended,  he  faid,  only  for  Minillers.] 
The  hon(Xirahle  Barcnet  pretended  only  to  a  plain  underi\aruiing, 
and  he  thought  the  accufing  Minii^ers  was  nearly  the  fame  with 
accufing  his  Lordftiip  of  infinccrity.  For  his  part,  he  thought 
them  both  (incere,  and  if  gentlemen  would  but  look  at  the  late  de- 
claration, the  fincll  piece  of  compofition  he  had  ever  feen,  they 
would  foon  be  convinced  both  of  the  fincerity  of  Miniftcrs,  and  of 
the  iiifmccrity.  and  amhicion  of  ihe  enemy,  ihcy  had  to  treat  with. 
If  the  condud  of  the  French  was  duly  attended  to,  it  Wi>uld  clearly 
appear  how  avetfe  they  are  to  pence — Did  they  not  banilh  the  two 
Dircd^ors  who  had  betrayed  pacific  difpohcions  r  While  our  info- 
lent  and  ambitions  foe  perfcvcics  in  his  preft nt  tempt r,  we  have  no 
alrernative  left  but  manfully  to  perJcvcre  in  the  contefh  The  evin* 
cing  of  a  proud  and  unbroken  f^-'irit  can  alone  uphold  our  caufe,  and 
ultimately  prove  favourable  to  the  attainment  of  peacp.  May  this 
fpirit  animate  and  guide  us,  unlcfs  we  are  prepared  tamely  to  fur- 
tender  whatever  is  valuable  and  dear  to  us  as  a  nation.  The  ene- 
my, we  have  fcen,  would  accede  to  no  picliminaiies,  but  fuch  as 
could  not  be  l(K)ked  at  without  a  bluih.  When,  therefore,  no  al- 
ternative is  left  us,  ought  not  fuch  a  (ituation  to  aroufo  the  energies, 
and  call  forth  the  unanimity  of  the  Britith  heart  r 

The  honourable  Baronet  next  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  new  Peers  from  the  afperlion  thrown  on  them  by  Mr.  B. 
Edwards.  They  were  ftigmatized  by  that  honourable  gentleman 
as  unworthy  of  the  honours  that  had  lately  been  conferred  upon 
them.  But  he  felt  fafe  in  ntaking  an  aflc^rtion,  in  which  he  was 
ijettisficd  a  re(pc£lable  majority  of  tlie  Houfe  would  concur,  that  the 
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gentlemen  fo  contcmptuoufly  alluded  to,  had  imtformly  fcrved  their 
country  with  ardour  and  fidelity.  That  the  pureft  and  moft  difin- 
tcrcfted  fpirii  guided  their  votes,  and  this  he  could  exemplify' in  one 
of  them,  (Mr.  Powys)  a  relation  of  his,  to  whofc  acknowledged  merit 
he  would  pafs  the  tribute  it  defervcd,  without  fearing  to  be  accufed 
of  any  partiality  being  dilated  by  that  relationfhip.  As  to  the  ad- 
drcfs,  he  pcrfeflly  agreed  with  the  honourable  gentlemen  by  whom 
it  had  been  moved  and  feconded. 

Mr.  ELFORD  faid,  that  what  had  fallen  from  the  two  honour- 
able gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft  in  the  debate,  had  been  fo  ample  aa 
anfwer  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  on  the  oppofitc 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  he  fhould  only  notice  one  circumftance  in 
his  fpeechy  to  which  they  had  not  adverted,  and  that  was  what  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  faid  relative  to  the  great  and  (ignal  naval 
victory  obtained  over  the  Dutch  fleet.  He  would  put  it  to  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  whether  or  no  it  was  fair  or  juft  to  fay  any 
thing  that  might  tend  to  do  away  any  part  of  the  efFeft  of  that  moft 
glorious  aAion  ?  He  had  brought  into  a  prominent  point  of  view 
that  unhappy  circumftance,  which  was  not  peculiarly  charadleriftic 
of  this  particular  a6)ion,  but  which  was  the  necefTary  concomitant 
of  all  fplcndid  viflories— becaufc  the  feverity  of  the  conteft  was 
one  fource  of  their  celebrity  :  that  he  was  fure  his  feelings  were  in 
union  with  every  man  in  the  Houfe,  when  he  exprefltjd  his  utmoft 
regret  for  the  lofs  of  thofe  brave  officers  and  feamen  who  had  fuf- 
fered  in  their  country's  caufe  ;  but  that  it  was  imprudent  and  un- 
juft,  unneceflarily  to  obtrude  any  thing  on  the  public,  which  would 
at  all  cloud  fo  glorious  a  day.  ' 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  was  heartily  difpofed  to  join  with  thofe  who 
lamented  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Fox,  however  he  might  be  expofed 
to  ccnfurc  for  exprcfllng  fuch  a  regret.  He  could  not  help  recol- 
leding  the  number  of  years  which  that  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  toiled  in  oppofing  a  majority  of  that  Houfe,  which  fupported 
Ac  continuance  of  the  American  war,  the  termination  of  which 
was  principally  to  be  afgribed  to  the  unwearied  perfeverance  of  that 
aecomplifhed  Statefman.  By  that  war,  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick 
was  deprived  of  a  large  and  valuable  portion  of  its  dominion  ;  anj 
God  forbid  it  fhould  now  fuftain  an  additional  privation,  by  conti- 
nuing to  hearken  to  the  finiftcr  counfels  by  which  the  nation  has  for 
a  long  time  been  governed.  What  was  the  recompence  that  Mr. 
Fox's  indefatigable  exertions  have  fince  met  with  ?  Ccnfure  and 
obloquy.  Of  this  unmerited  cenfure,  he  inftatKcd  the  condudt  of 
Parliament  rcfpc^ing  the  India  bill,  brought  forward  by  that  right 
faonotmbk  gentleman  hi  178 3.     Though  that  bill  contained  a 
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true  fiatement  of  the  Company's  afFairs,  and  Shewed  themto.be  four 
millions  in  arrears.  Mr.  Nicholls  was  proceeding  to  the  hiftory  of 
Mr.  Fox's  parliamentary  condiiS,  when  he  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Speaker,  who  obfervcd,  that  the  whole  Houfc  muft  be  fenfible 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  entirely  to  lofe  light  of  the 
queftion  under  difcuflion  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Nicholls  apok^ifcd  to 
the  Houfe,  and  then  proceeded  to  (late,  that  if  the  (ituation  of  the 
country  was  fuch  as  it  had  been  this  night  defcribed,  npthing  was 
left  us  but  to  purfue'  a  helium  inUmectnum^-undcT  fuch  tremendous 
circumdances,  we  all  ihould  join  heart  and  hand,  and  rally  round 
the  country.  It  was  his  fincere  wifh  to  fupport  Royalty,  the  Nobi- 
lity, and  the  Rights  of  the  Commons ;  the  whole  of  which  hefaw 
with  pain,  were  in  extreme  danger.  But  while  he  faw  it  wa^  ne- 
ceffary  thus  to  wage  a  war  pro  arts  et  focis^  he  could  not  ftifle  the 
refentmcnt  that  rofe  up  in  his  bread  againfl  a  Minifter,  by  whofe 
ill-advifed^  ralhmcnts  it  was  begun,  and  through  whofe  incapacity 
its  condudl  and  progrefs  had  been  difgraced  by  difaAer  and  defeat. 
We  were  now  without  allies  ;  our  very  exigence  was  threatened ;  and 
he  could  not  but  concur  with  an  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ed- 
wards), that  Minifters  were  not  fincere  in  their  endeavours  at  ne- 
gotiation—not even  in  their  late  attempt.  What  are  faid  to  be 
the  obftacles  that  defeat  thefe  endeavours  ?  Our  refufal  to  furren- 
der  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  and  Trincomale.  But  what 
are  our  reafons  for  wi(hing  to  retain  them  ?  Is  it  their  value  ? 
Surely  not ;  neither  arc  we  forced  in  honour  fo  to  do.  The  lame 
reafons  might  equally  be  urged  for  not  retaining  Martinique,  Dc- 
merary,  &c.  which  we  would  not  heiitate  to  give  up.  Is  it,  there- 
fore, our  intcrcft  to  continue  the  war  for  the  fake  of  keeping  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  &c.  which  muft  fo  foon  coft  us 
much  more  than  they  are  worth  ?  If  fuch  be  the  intention,  let  us 
look  to  the  ftate  of  our  finances.  From  the  5th  of  July,^  ^796,  to 
the  5th  of  July,  1797,  an  addition  of  two  millions  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  appear  in  the  dividends,  which  is  a  fum  equivalent 
to  eighty- feven  millions  and  a  half  in  the  3  per  cents.  ;  and  thus 
there  will  be  four  millions  addition  to  the  dividends,  if  the  war  be 
continued  but  for  another  year.  How  this  can  be  borne  by  the 
landed  or  any  other  property,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  fee.  The 
Funds  muft  give  way,  and  the  middling  clafs  of  the  people  muft  in- 
evitably be  ruined,  and  the  whole  country  be  oppreffed  and  over- 
whelmed with  'burdens ;  and  all  thefe  accumulated  calamities  be 
rifked  and  endured,  merely  to  fecure  the  pofl^tflion  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  The  Minifter  is  a  man  of"  fenfe ;  he  muft  know 
and  feel  the  truth  of  what  is  here  advanced.     But  the  alarmifts 
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who  (upport  htm  are  determined  on  a  bellum  intemfcinuin.  For  hi« 
parti  he  harboured  no  averfion  againft  the  Minifter  or  his  frienda. 
But  let  him  and  them  maice  peace :  peace  is  neceflary ;  it  19  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  falvation  of  the  country,  [much  laughter.']  Mr. 
NichoUs  profefled  his  difregard  of  laughter  and  ridicule  ;  he  was 
ferious  and  ftnoerey  and  the  fubjedl  he  touched  on  Ihould  not  be 
Created  with  levity.  He  would  again  repeat  it — peace^was  nccef-- 
fary^  for  without  it  there  was  no  falvation  for  the  country ;  it  muft 
be  loft :  iK>r  can  the  dividends  in  the  Funds  be  paid  if  the  war  he 
protraAed  for  three  years  more  ;  and^  indeed,  how  could  they  be 
paid  ?  Our  ears  were  ftunned  with  nothing  but  praife  and  re- 
joicings for  vidlories  that  will  avail  us  little.  Our  finances  are  our 
main  objed  ;  to  thefe  we  muft  attend.  Even  ftiould  ten  (hillings 
additional  be  laid  on  land,  we  (hould  not  be  able  to  continue  the 
war  for  three  years.  The  queftion  was  ferious  and  tnomcntous ; 
it  was  not  one  to  be  carried  by  acclamation.  We  owe  it  as  a  du^ 
to  His  Majefty  to  recommend  to  him  a  change  of  his  fervants ; 
they  have  long  been  tried,  and  tried  to  no  purpofe.  Unteis  the 
people  fee  every  thing  done  that  can  poflTibly  be  attempted,  they  will 
never  think  of  joining  cordially  in  the  caufe.  Ireland,  at  leaft, 
cannot  be  expeflcd  to  join  it.  The  cruel  treatment  which  ftie  ex- 
periences muft  altogether  alienate  her  aftedions ;  but  if  any,  or 
every  defcription  of  men  arc  ready  to  join  and  unite  in  fupport  of 
Royalty,  Nobility,  and  the  Commons,  not  forgetting  the  Epifcopaey 
(for  the  Church  eftabliftiment  is  neceftarily  conneAed  with  our  V^ 
litical  exiftence),  he  was  ready  to  join  and  unite  with  them.  But 
again,  they  muft  be  warned  and  entreated  to  promote  the  attainment 
of  peace,  upon  which  the  fate  of  the  nation  folely  depends. 

Sir  WILLIAM- YOUNG  regretted  that  fuch  intemperate  lan- 
guage had  been  ufed  as  he  had  heard  in  the  courfe  of  that  evening  ; 
language  which  he  hardly  could  have  expeded  to  have  heard  in  an 
Englifti  Houfe  of  Commons.  Becaufe  a  menace  had  been 
thrown  out  by  the  enemy,  was  it  prudent  or  ncceifary  that  we 
ftiould  lit  down  in  defpondency  ?  Certainly  not.  But  it  is  faid, 
that  if  we  had  fent  out  a  perfon  under  full  power  to  furrender  all 
our  conquefts,  we  fhould  have  ftill  been  enabled  to  treat  with  the 
enemy.  To  treat!  For  what  ?  For  our  navy  ?  Yes,  aftur* 
edly  fuch  would  be  the  final  demand  of  the  enemy,  and  we  Ihould 
be  permitted  at  laft,  like  Carthage  under  the  tyranny  of  ancient 
Rome,  to  keep  up  fo  many  (hips  only  on  the  fea,  as  muft  eventually 
defiroy  our  commerce,  our  liberties,  our  fecurxty,  and  our  exiftence* 
'In  Livy  we  find  Carthago  delendoy  and  when  the  Romans  had 
limhed  her  (hips  the  ftntence  was  fulfilled,  and  Carthago  Alda  fob 
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lowed.  Sir  William  fatdy  he  had  no  greater  preteniions  to  pro* 
perty  than  other  pcopki  but  Aill  he  was  anxious  for  the  preferva^ 
tion  of  his  country,  for  he  did  not  confider  a  man's  perfonal  intcreft 
in  the  welfare  of  his  country,  to  be  inverted  in  eftates,  or  any  other 
fpccies  of  wealthy  but  to  confift  in  his  children,  his  family,  hts 
A'iends,  the  liberty  to  walk  abroad  when  he  pleafed,  the  freedom 
of  opinion,  and,  above  all,  in  the  meafurement  and  value  of  his 
own  talents.  Living  a  great  deal  in  the  country  as  he  did,  he 
thought  he  knew  the  nature  of  his  lituation  and  his  circumftances 
tolerably  well,  and  was  able  to  judge  what  Cicrifices  he  could 
snake  ;  and  as  he  had  prepared  himfelf  to  do  fo  to  a  certain  ex* 
ttntj  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Conftitution  and  Laws,  he  (hould 
call  upon  the  great  body  of  the  People  to  follow  his  example.  And 
he  Ihould  call  on  his  honourable  friend  alfo,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  iincere  in  his  rcprefcntation  of  the  diftrefles  of  the  country,  to 
roufe  his  energies,  and  not  to  weep  the  fall  of  Casfar  without  the 
lead  exertion  to  avenge.  Or  to  ufe  the  words  in  Sextus  Germanic 
cus,  the  original  of  which  he  did  not  recoUefl,  let  him  fay ; 

**  ffe  will  not  weep^  my  friends  ^  we  will  revenge.** 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  obfervcd,  that  when  the  taxes  were 
ftated  to  be  grievous,  gentlemen  ought  to  review  the  increafed  value 
of  eftates,  of  manufactures,  and  of  commerce,  to  defray  them. 
The  internal  wealth  of  the  kingdom  was  never  fo  abundant  as  a( 
prefent ;  and  to  that  and  that  alone  we  were  indebted  for  our  naval 
vidories,  our  ftrength,  and  our  fecurity.*  That  was  the  permanent 
caufe  of  the  courage  in  our  troops  and  feamen. 

The  queftion  on  the  Addrefs  was  then  put  and  carried ;  after 
which,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  famcj  of  whick 
Ihe  following  is  a  copy : 

The  humble  Addrefs  <f  the  Houfe  of  Commms  to  the  King, 
Moft  gracious  Sovereign j 

**  We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjefls,  the  Com* 
mons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  afTembled,  beg  leave  to  re* 
turn  your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech 
from  the  Throne,  and  for  the  communication  of  the  declaration^ 
and  the  other  papers  refpeding  the  negotiation  with  France,  which 
your  Majefty  has  been  gi^cloufly  pleafed  to  dired  to  be  laid  be- 
fore us. 

<'  Permit  us  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  we  (hall  not  fail  to 
apply  ourfelves,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  attention,  to  the  con- 
Xidcration  of  the  lacalures  which  'the  prefent  ciifia  reqiurea ;  but 
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we  cannot  refrain  from  expitflingy  at  the  earlied  moment,  our  firm 
determination  to  afibrd  your  Majefty  the  moA  effefluai  fupport  ifi 
refifting  every  unwarrantable  pretenfiony  and  checking  every  attempt 
dilated  by  inordinUte  ambition  on  the  part  of  thofe  widi  whom  we 
have  ro  contend. 

**  We  entertain  a  firm  perfuaiion  that  all  your  Majelly's  faith* 
ful  fubjeds  feel  as  they  ought  the  value  of  the  bleflings  which  they 
mre  ftruggling  to  prcferve,  and  will  not  fail,  in  every  fituation,  to 
fupport  your  Majefty,  in  defence  of  their  eflemial  incerells,  with 
the  zeal,  magnanimity >  and  courage^  worthy  of  a  great  and  free 
people :  and  we  muft,  at  the  prefent  moment,  obferve,  with  pecu- 
liar fatisfadion,  the  proofs  afibrded  of  our  means  and  internal  re^ 
fources  in  the  flourishing  Rate  of  the  revenue,  induAry,  and  com- 
merce,  of  the  country. 

"  With  the  utmoft  gratitude  we  acknowledge  the  fcnfe  which 
your  Majcfty  exprefles  of  the  public  fpirit  which  has  been  fo  emi- 
nenrly  difplayed  by  your  People,  and  of  the  conduct  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  troops  of  every  defcription,  which  has  juftly  entitled  them  to 
the  additional  efteem  and  admiration  of  their  countrv. 

**  And  we  moft  heartily  congratulate  your  Majeft}'  on  the  fignal 
and  dccifive  vidory  with  which  providence  has  rewarded  the  exer- 
tions of  your  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  ix>rd  Duncan  ; 
an  event  which  has  crowned  the  repeated  maritime  fucccfles  ob- 
tained over  all  our  enemies,  and  has,  indeed,  afforded  a  brilliant  ad« 
dirion  to  the  numerous  and  heroic  exploits  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  war,  have  raifed  to  the  higheft  pitch  the  naval  gl6ry  of 
the  country. 

^*  It  will  aflx>rd  us  great  fatisfa£tion  to  find  that  any  branches  of 
our  expcnce  will  admit  of  redu(5tion,  conHflcntly  with  the  continu- 
ance of  thofe  vigorous  eflbrts  which  muft  be  ncceflary  for  our  fafety^ 
and  which,  at  all  events,  cannot  fail  to  be  attended  with  heavy  ex^ 
pence.  In  confidering  what  may  be  the  bcft  mode  of  defraying  it, 
we  (hall,  undoubtedly,  bear  in  mind  the  nature  of  the  prefent  crifis  ; 
and,  in  eftimating  the  value  of  any  temporary  facritices,  we  (hall 
not  lofe  fight  of  the  infinite  importance  of  fupporring  efie;^ually  our 
public  credit,  and  of  convincing  the  enemy  that,  while  we  join  In 
your  Majefiy's  anxious  dcfire  for  the  concluiion  of  peace,  on  fafe  and 
honourable  terms,  we  po(fef$  the  means,  as  well  as  the  determina- 
tion, to  fupport  with  vigour  this  arduous  conteft,  as  long  as  it  may 
be  rendered  necelTary,  for  maintaining  the  fafety,  honour,  and  inde- 
pendence, of  thefe  kingdoms. 

«<  We  befeech  your  Majefty  to  believe  that  our  loyalty  and  at- 
tachment to  your  ^ajeftyi  and  our  anxious  regard  for  ihc  interefta 
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of  y6ar  fubjefts,  will  enfareour  perfevemice  in  that  line  of  conduA 
which  may  beft  preferve  the  advantages  refuking  to  your  People 
fixHn  your  Majel^y's  aufpicious  Government. 

'<  The  bleflings  which  we  derive  from  our  civil  and  religious 
cftablifliments  have  long  been  deeply  imprinted  on  our  minds  ;  and 
we  cannot  but  feel  more  and  more,  from  the  events  of  every  day,  ► 
bow  much  they  diOinguifli  us  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe  ;  - 
we  (hall  never  be  unmindful  that  they  can  only  be  preferved  by  in- 
culcating and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  the  kws, 
by  rcprefling  with  promptitude  every  attempt  to  difturb  our  internal 
tranquillity,  and  by  maintaining  inviolate  that  happy  Conilitution 
which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  on  which  the  fecurtty  and 
happinefs  of  every  clafs  of  your  Maje(ly*8  fubjedts  effentially 
depend." 

Friday,  November  3. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  made  the  following  motionsii 
^'*  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  net 
produce  of  the  taxes  for  one  year,  ending  the  i  oth  of  Oflober, 
1797,  diftlnguithing  the  produce  each  quarter,  and  diftinguifhing 
the  duties  that  were  impofed  in  1793,  I794j  1795j  ^l^^f  ^^^ 
1797,"     Ordered. 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  income 
of  and  charges  on  the  confolidated  fund  for  the  quarter  ending  Oc- 
tober 10,  1797.**     Ordered. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  conceived  it  to  be  candid,  before  Mr.  Dundas 
cxcrcifed  any  parliamentary  functions,  to  give  notice  that  he  (hould, 
on  Monday  next,  move,  "That  the  Houfe  (hould  rcfufe  to  ac- 
knowledge that  gentleman  in  any  parliamentary  capacity."  The 
caufe  of  his  motion  was,  that  in  the  fcffion  of  1 794,  it  had  been  re- 
prcfcnted,  upon  fomc  queftions  being  aflccd,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  was  merely  difcharging  part  of  the  duties  attached  to  the 
office  of  the  Duke  of  Portland.  It  appeared,  however,  from  the 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  that  falaries  were  paid  to 
three  Secretaries  of  State,  and  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
was  indifputably  the  third  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved, 

'*  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Admiral  Lord 
Vifcount  Duncan,  for  his  able  and  gallant  conduft  in  the  brilliant 
and  dccifivc  vi<Sory  obtained  over  the  putch  fleet  on  the  nth  diy 
of  Oflober,  as  well  as  for  the  zeal,  courage,  and"  perfeverance, 
ivhicb  he  has  uniformly  manifcfted  during  the  arduous  period 
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in  ivhicb  he  has  commanded  His  Majefly's  fleet  in  the  Hdrth 

Sea,"  .  - 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given  to  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
Richard  Onflow,  Baronet,  and  to  the  feveral  Captains  and  Officers 
in  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan, 
who,  by  their  bravery  and  gallant  conduft,  contributed  to  the  glo- 
rious fuccefs  of  that  day,  and  that  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan 
do  (ignify  the  fame  to  them." 

'*  That  this  Houfe  doth  highly  approve  of,  and  acknowledge, 
the  fervices  of  the  Seamen  and  Marines  onboard  the  (hips  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  in  the  late  glorious 
viflory  over  the  Dutch  fleet ;  and  that  the  officers  commanding  the 
feveral  (hips  do  (ignify  the  fame  to  their  refpe6iive  crews,  and  da 
thank  them  for  their  gallant  behaviour."  ^ 

All  of  which  motions  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

Mr,  Secretary  DUN  DAS  now  exprefled  his  forrow  that  he  wai 
under  the  neceflTity  of  bringing  to  the  recolledtion  of  the  Houfe,  the 
lamented  death  of  a  gallant  officer,  Captain  Burges.     Of  that  brave 
man  he  had  no  perfonal  knowledge.     His  chara<Sler  however  was 
not  unknown  to  him,  nor  to  any  perfon  in  the  naval  fervice.     He 
was  equally  celebrated  for  profcffional  flcill  and' for  private  worths 
From  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  he  had  authority  to  affure  the  Houfe, 
that  both  from  public  and  private  motives,  he  confidercd  the  lofs  of 
fuch  a  man  as  one  of  the  greateft  which  this  country  had  ever  fuf- 
tained ;  that  the  period  of  life  when  he  was  renrwved  from  the  world, 
promifed  that  he  would  rife,  had  he  lived,  to  the  highe(t  Nations  of 
his  pn>fe(rion,  and  thereby  be  fumi(hed  wrth  a  larger  fphcre  for  the 
difplay  of  his  abilities.     While  the  Houfe  did  juftice  to  the  con- 
du6k  of  the  living,  they  would,  furely,  tranfmit  to  pofterity  the  me- 
mory of  the  dead  ;  and  therefore,  lie  fhould  move, 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfentcd  to  His  Majefty,  humbly 
defiring  that  His  Majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  give  dired^ions,  that  a 
monument  beere£led,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Saint  Paul,  Lon- 
don, to  the  memory  of  Captain  Richard  Rundie  Burges,  of  His 
Maje(ty's  (hip  Ardent,  who  fell  glorioufly  in  the  naval  cngigcmcnt 
of  the  nth  of  October,  when  a  decifive  vidlory  was  obtained  by 
Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  over  the  Dutch  fleet ;  an  J  to  aflfure 
His  Majefty,  that  this  Houfe  will  make  good  the  expcncc  attending 
the  fame." 
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'    IVfr.   Secretary  Dundas  then  prefented  to  the  Houie,  by  His 
Majefty's  command,   the  following  Papers : 

(No.  I.) 

Official  Note.-pLord  Grenville  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the 

French  Republic. 

The  frgnature  of  the  preriminaries  of  a  peace,  the  definitive  conclufioy 
of  which  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  continental  war,  appears  to  afford  to  the 
two  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France  a  natural  opportunity  and 
new  facilities  for  the  renewal  of  pacific  negotiations  between  them :  A 
part  of  the  obftacles,  which  might  have  retarded  this  falutary  work,  no 
longer  cxifting ;  and  the  interetts  to  be  treated  of  being,  after  this  event, 
neicner  foextenfive  nor  fo  complicated  as  they  were  before. 

The  Court  of  London,  always  defirous  of  employing  facb  means  as  are 
bed  calculated  to  contribute  to  this  objed),  fo  intereiUng  to  the  happineft 
of  the  two  nations,  is  unwilling  to  omit  renewing;  to  the  French  Govern* 
nent  the  afTurance  of  the  continuance  of  its  difpofttions  on  this  rubject. 
And  the  underfigned  is  authorized  to  propofe  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign 
Affiiirs  to  enter  without  delay,  and  in  fucb  manner  as  (hall  be  judgt-d  the 
jnoft  expedient,  upon  the  difcufllon  of  the  views  and  pretentions  of  each 
party  for  the  regulation  of  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace,  which  may  be  de- 
finitively arranged  at  the  future  Coni^r.'fs. 

Ai  foon  as  the  form  of  this  negrciation  fhall  have  been  agreed  opon, 
the  Bricifh  Goveriunent  will  be  ready  to  concur  in  it,  by  taking  m  xtr 
part  fuch  meafures  as  are  the  moft  proper  for  accelerating  the  re-eilabli(h* 
ment  of  the  public  tranquillity. 

Wcftminftcr,  June  i,  1797.  (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

(No.  a.) 
Official  Note. — The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Grenville. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  French  Republic^ 
loft  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Executive  Dire^ory  the  note  which  was 
tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  ift  of  June  (O.  S.)  by  Lord  Grenville,  in  the 
name  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,     He  is  di  reded  to  anfwer  it. 

The  Executive  Diredory  fees  with  fatisfa^ion  the  defire  which  the  Ca- 
binet of  St.  James's  expreffes  to  put  an  end,  at  length,  to  the  calamities  of 
war.  It  will  receive  with  eageniefs  the  overtures  and  propofals  which 
ihall  be  made  to  it  by  the  Court  of  England. 

The  Executive  Directory  defires  notwithftanding,  that  the  negotiations 
ihoold  be  fet  on  foot  at  once  for  a  definitive  treaty.  This  proceeding  ap- 
pears to  the  Diredlory  preferable  to  a  Congrefs,  of  which  the  refuh  moft 
be  remote,  and  which  does  not  correfpond  with  the  ardent  dedre  that  it 
has  to  re-eftabli(h«  as  quickly  as  poffible,  peace  between  the  two  powers. 

(Signed)        CH.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,    16   Prairial,    ^th   year  of    the 
French  Republic^  one  and  indivifiblej , 
June  4,  1797. 

(No.  3.) 

Official  Note.*— Lord  Grenville  to  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Court  of  London  has  received  with  the  greateft  fatisfaf^ion,  the 
aSurancet  of  the  difpofitioas  of  the  Execotive  Directory  to  entertain 
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with  cagemefs  the  ptcific  overtures  of  Great  Britain*  as  well  as  of  its  de- 
fire  to  re-eftabli(h,  as  foon  as  pofllble,  peace  between  the  two  powers* 

Anxious  to  contribute  to  it  m  every  thing  which  can  depend  upon  itfelf, 
the  Britilh  Government  will  not  delay  to  fent  to  Paris,  or  to  tach  other 
place  upon  the  Continent,  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  a  Minifter»  to  treat 
and  conclude  with  the  Plenipotentiary ,  who  ihal)  be  appointod  hj  the 
Executive  Diredory.. 

The  underfigned  is  dire&d  to  defire  to  know  the  wl(h  of  the  Direc* 
tory»  a«  to  the  place  of  the  negotiation,  in  order  that  a  fpeedy  determina- 
tion may  be  taken  here  upon  that  fubjofl ;  and  to  requeft  the  Minifler  for 
Foreign  affairs  to  icnd  him,  without  delay,  the  neceflary  paflports,  to  ena> 
ble  the  King's  Plenipotentiary  to  repair  immediately  to  his  deflination. 
The  queftion  of  figning  preliminary  or  definitive  articles,  will  neccflarily 
depend  upon  the  progrefs  and  turn  of  the  negotiations,  to  which,  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  will  be  brought  the  moll  iincere  defire  for  the  fpeedj 
^e-cftablifliment  of  peace. 

Wcflminaer,  June  8,  1797.  (Signed)        GRENVILUE; 

(No.  4.) 
Official  Note. — The  Minifter  for  foreign  affairs  to  Lord  Grenville. 

The  Executive  Diredlory  of  the  French  Republic  has  feen  with  (atii* 
fii^lion,  by  the  official  note  of  Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  8th  (O.  S.}» 
that  the  Court  of  London  (hews  itfelf  difpofed  to  fet  on  foot,  without 
delay,  the  negotiation  for  which  it  has  lately  made  an  overture.  Filled 
with  the  fame  eagernefs,  convinced  that  the  intentions  of  the  Britilh  Go* 
Temment  are  fuch  as  it  defcribes  them,  the  Dire^ory  has  dire^ed  the 
underfigned,  Minifter  for  Foreign  Afifairs,  to  tranfmit  to  Lord  Grenville 
the  neceflary  paffports  for  a  Miniiler  furnifhed  with  full  powers  for  the 
purpofe  of  negotiating  a  definitive  and  feparate  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
French  Republic. 

The  Executive  Dire^ory  has  fixed  upon  the  Commune  of  Lifle  as  the 
place  of  mating  for  the  refpedive  Plenipotentiaries. 

(Signed)        CH.  DELACROIX. 

Palis,  23  Prairial,  5th  year  of  the  French 
Republic^  June  11,  1797. 

(No.  5.) 

Liberty,  Equality.  Fraternity,  Union, 

In  the  name  of  the  French  Republic. 

To  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  charged  to  maintain  public  order  m 
the  dififerent  departments  of  France,  and  to  make  the  French  name  rt» 
ipeded  abroad. 

Allow  to  pafs  freely 
farmfifdimtb  tbf  full  powers  of  Hh  Briiaftnic  Majeftj  for  the  purpofe  ofni'^ 
gotiatimgf  concluding^  ani^gning  a  definitive  and  feparate  treaty  of  peace  njoitb 
the  French  Repukuc,  Native  oC^c.  Sec. 
going  to  Lifle  t  Department  of  the  Norths  the  place  appointed  for  the  negotiation, 

witbowt  giving  or  fuffering  any  hindrance  to  be  given  to  him. 

This  paffport  (hall  be  in  force  for  Decades  only. 

Given  at  Paris,  the  23  Prairial »  ^tb  year  of  the  Republic,  one 
and  indivifible. 
The  Minifter  of  Foicim  affaixs,         (Signed)        CH.  DELACROIX. 
By  tU  Miaiftcr^  (Signed)        T.  GUIARDET. 
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(No.  6.)  *        . 

Official  Note— Lord  GrenvUle  to  the  Minidcr  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  im(kr(igned  bas  received  from  the  MiniRer  for  Foreign  Affairs  of 
the  French  Republic  hit  ofiiciai  note,  with  the  pstffport  which  accom- 
panied it. 

The  Court  of  I/>ndon  willingly  accepts  the  propofal  of  the  French 
Government  with  refpcA  to  the  place  of  n'  gotiacion,  and  contents  that 
Lifle  (hall  be  appointed  as  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  refp.^^ive  Plenipo- 
tentiaries :  it  being  always  underftood  that  the  King's  Plenipotentiary 
ihall  have  liberty  to  difpatch  his  couriers  diredlly  from  Lifle  to  Dover, 
by  way  of  CMa» ;  and  that  the  EngUih  ve^els,  appointed  for  keeping  up 
this  communication,  ikiH  be  allowed  freely  to  go  into,  and  come  out  of, 
the  port  of  Calais,  and  to  pafs  in  perfc^  fafety  between  that  city  and 
I>over. 

With  refpcdl  to  the  paflfport,  the  undcrfigned  finds  himfelf  under  the 
neccfiity  of  remarking  that  the  terms  in  which  this  inftrument  is  drawn 
op,  difier  from  the  ufual  form,  by  the  particular  defcription,  which  is 
infertcd  in  them,  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  powers,  and  of  the  miflion 
of  the  King's  Pknipotentiary.  ^ 

This  new  form  appears  liable  to  produce,  in  many  inftanccs,  confldet- 
able  inconvenience;  and,  according  to  the  terms  uicd  in  this  particular 
inftance,  it  would  have  the  difadvantage  of  not  anfwering  exactly  to  the 
powers  and  the  miffion  of  the  Minifter  in  queilion. 

His  full  powers,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form,  will  include  every  cafe ; 
and  without  prefcribing  to  him  any  particular  mode  or  negotiation,  will 
give  him  the  moft  unlimited  authority  to  conclude  any  articles  of  treaties, 
whether  preliminary  or  definitive,  as  might  bcft  conduce  to  the  fpecdy 
re-eftabli(hment  of  peace,  which  is  the  folcobjc^  of  his  miflion. 

But  the  Court  of  London  does  not  by  any  means  make  a  point  of  con- 
cluding a  preliminary  treaty,  and  wonld  prefer  only  that  mcnie,  whatever 
it  may  be,  which  (hall  be  found  the  bcft  calculated  to  accelerate  the  con- 
cittfion  of  peace. 

The  King's  Plenipotentiary  then  will  be  equally  ready,  and  authorized 
to  begin  the  negotiation  without  delay,  upon  either  tooting ;  upon  the 
footing  of  a  preliminary  treaty — or,  (hould  fuch  continue  to  be  the  wifh 
of  the  Diredlory,  upon  that  of  a  definitive  treaty. 

As  to  what  regards  the  queftion  of  a  feparate  trtaty — there  would  be  no 
objection  to  fettling,  by  a  treaty  of  this  kind,  whatever  relates  to  the  rc- 
fpedlive  interells  of  France  and  of  Great  Britain,  ^s  has  been  ufualhr  the 
praflice  in  fimilar  cafrs :  But  the  King  cannot  allow  any  doubt  to  fubfift 
as  to  his  intention  of  providing  for  what  is  due  to  the  intereds  of  his  ally 
Her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty.  And  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  principlea^ 
His  Majeily  will  not  refufe  to  enter  into  fuch  explanations  with  refped  to 
theintereils  of  Spain  and  Holland  as  may  appear  neceflary  for  the  re-efla- 
b]i(hment  of  peace. 

After  this  frank  and  precife  explanation,  the  Briti(h  Government  k 
perfuaded  that  theDireftory  will  not  delay  to  tranfmit  to  them  a  pafTport 
for  the  Britilh  Plenipotentiary  and  his  fuite,  in  the  ufual  form,  and  fuch 
as  was  feat  in  the  month  of  Odober  laft  for  the  miffion  with  which  Lord 
Malmelbury  was  then  charged. 

In  this  expe^tion,  and  for  the  fake  of  avoiding  all  delay.  His  Majefty 
has  already  made  choice  of  the  fame  Minifier  to  reprefent  him  on  this  im- 
portant occafion.    And  the  underfigncd  is  charged  to  inquire  on  wh^ 
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day  the  French  FliDipateotiary  will  be  at  Li&e,  in  order  that  Lprd 
Malmcfbury  miy  arrive  there  at  the  fame  time. 

Weftoinftcr,  June  1 7,  1 797 .  (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

(No.  7.) 
Official  Kote*-^The  Miniiler  for  Foreigti  ASkvn  to  Lord  Grenville. 

TTie  ondf  rfigned  Minider  for  Foreign  Afiairs  has  laid  before  the  IKrec- 
tory,  immedi^t.ly  tij^on  it.^  receipt,  the  o^cial  note  addrelTed  to  him  by 
Lord  Grenville,  dated  June  1 7, 1 797  (O.  S.)  He  lofes  no  time  in  reply^ 
ingto  it,  according  to  the  orders  which  he  has  received. 

Tlie  pireAory,  partaking  moft  finccrely  in  the  pacific  fentiments  which 
His  Britannic  Majeily  announces,  and  wifhing  to  bring  the  negotiations  as 
quickly  aspolfiblc  to  a  happy  iifue,  pcrrift<(  in  requiring  that  therefpe6tive 
Plenipotentiaries  (hall  beein  immediately  u(X)n  their  meeting  to  treat  of  a 
definitive  treaty.  The  Direftory  accepts,  with  fatisfaftion,  the  confent 
of  His  Britannic  Majefty  upon  this  fubjedl,  exprefled  in  the  note  of  Lord 
Grenville* 

The  Diredory  confents  that  His  Britannic  Majeily  (hall  make,  by  hit 
Plenipotentiary,  fuch  propofals  or  (lipalations  as  he  (hall  think  proper-  fot 
Her  Mod  Faithful  Majc(ly,  as  in  return  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Re- 
public will  do  for  their  allies  His  Catholic  Majeily  and  the  Batavian 
Republic. 

I'he  Diredlory  confents  that  the  negotiation  (hall  be  opened  with  Lord 
Malmcfbury.  Another  choice  would,  however,  have  appeared  to  the  Di- 
rcdlory  to  augur  more  favourably  for  the  fj^cedy  concluuon  of  peace. 

The  Cireiton-  requires  that  it  (hall  be  eilablifhed  as  a  principle,  that 
each  Eogliih  packet  boat,  which  (hall  have  brought  over  either  the  Pleni- 
potentiary or  a  Courier,  fliall  return  without  delay,  and  (hall  not  be^U 
lowed  to  make  any  (lay.  The  Dire^ory  will  give  orders  that  a  French 
packet  boat  (hall  be  furnifhed,  without  delay,  to  each  of  the  Couriers 
whom  the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majeily  ihall  difpatch.  The 
Dircftory  dtlires,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Couriers  ihould  not  be  fent 
too  frequently ;  the^reqaent  fending  of  them  having  been  one  of  the  prin« 
cipal  cauies  of  the  rupture  of  the  former  negotiation* 

After  the  above  explanation,  it  becomes  unneceifary  to  tranfmit  to  Lord 
Grenville  a  new  paiiport^  the  redridlions  which  he  apprehended  were  to 
be  found  in  that  which  hat  been  addrefied  to  him  being  entirdy  done 
away. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  will  have  arrived  at  liflc  by  the  time  at 
which  Lord  MalmefbOry  can  himfelf  be  there. 

(Signed)        CH.  DELACROIX. 
Parisi  aMeifidor.        (June  20,  i797>) 

(No.  8.) 
Official  Note. — Lord  Grenville  to  the  Minifter  forFoxogn  Affidn. 

The  underfigned  baa  laid  before  the  Kins  the  official  note  of  the  Fxench  ' 
Government,  which  he  recrived  the  23d  of  the  prefimt  month* 

Ai  to  the  two  firft  articles  of  this  note,  botn  parfks  are  agreed.  On 
this  point,  therefore,  there  is  nothin?  to  be  added  to  Ae  explanations  sl« 
ready  given ;  in  confequence  of  which  explanations  Lord  Malmelburjr 
will,  without  delay,  proceed  to  Lifle  to  enter  into  a  negotiarion  with  the 
Fxench  Plenipotentianes  for  the  completion  of  a  definitive  treaty.  Th« 
Vol.  IV-  F 
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remark  of  the  Dircftoiy  upon  the  choice  which  His  Majclly  has  thought 
fit  to  make  of  his  Plenipotentiary,  being  certainly  of  a  nature  not  to  it- 
quire  any  anfwer. 

The  Britifh  Government  agrees  to  the  arrangement  propofed  for  the 
packet  boats ;  provided  that  a  French  pack-ct  boat  (hall  be  furniihed  rc- 

fularly,  and  without  the  leaft  delay,  for  each  courier  which  the  Bfitifh 
lenipotentiary  (hall  End  it  nei  eiTary  to  difpatch  :  the  exercife  of  his  in- 
conteilable  right  in  this  refjjeil  being  to  be  governed,  by  his  own  difcrc- 
.tion  only,  with  a  view  to  bringing  the  negotiation  with  which  he  is  charged 
to  a  fpcedy  and  fucccfsful  end. 

With  regard  to  the  rupture  of  the  lad  negotiation,  the  circu'mftancc* 
and  the  motives  of  it  are  known  to  all  Kurope  ;  and  it  is  not  at  the  mo* 
mem  of  entering  into  a  new  pacific  difcuflion  that  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment conceives  it  can  be  of  any  ufe  to  recall  them  to  recolleftion. 

Lord  Malmefbury  will  {et  out  from  London  on  the  30th  of  this  month 
to  proceed  to  Calais  >  from  whence  be  will  arrange  his  departure  accord- 
ing to  the  notification  he  may  receive  of  the  day  on  wliich  the  French  Mi- 
nifter  may  reach  Lide.  « 

Wcftminftcj,  J«ne  z6»  1797-  (Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

(No.  9.J 
Official  Note, — ^Thc  Miniller  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  Lord  Gitnville, 

The  underfigned  Minider  for  Foreign  Affairs  lufl  no  time  in  laying  be- 
fore the  Execurtre  Diredlory  the  official  note  addreffed  to  him  by  Lord 
Grenville,  dated,  the  21ft  of  June,  (0*S.)  8th  of  the  prefent  month 
MefTidor. 

In  anfwer  to  this  note,  he  has  the  honour  to  declare  to  Lord  Grenville, 
that  the  Plcnipotentiaxies  charged  by  the  Direftory  with  the  negotiation* 
are  already  affenibied  in  Lille,  and  that  the  conferences  may  be  &i  on  foot 
at  foon  as  the  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefly  (hall  liave  arrived 
there.  Proviiion  has  been  made  that  there  fhall  never  be  u  want  of  pcket 
boats  for  the  couriers  which  he  (hall  think  proper  to  fend  to  London. 

The  underftgned  at  the  fame  time  apprizes  Lord  Grenville,  that  a 
copy  of  this  note  will  be  delivered  to  Lord  Malmefbury  on  his  arrival 
at  Calais,  in  order  that  there  may  be  nothing  to  hinder  hi»  immediate  de- 
parture for  Lifle. 

(Signed)        CU.  DELACROIX. 

Paris,  ixMeffidor,  5th  year.        (June  29,  1797O 

(No,  10.) 

Extrad^of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  date± 

Lifle,  July  6th,  Thurfday,  S  P.M.  1797. 

My  Lord, 
Having  had  this  morning  my  6rft  conference  with  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and  having  mutually  exchanged  our  full  powers,  I  think  it  mj 
duty  to  difpatch  a  fnelTenger,  in  order  that  His  Majef^y  may  have  the  ear- 
lieft  information  of  this  circumdance.  My  difpatch,  however,  muft  be 
confined  to  this  alone^  as  nothing  whatever  has  yet  pafied  relative  to  the 
ocgotiatioQ  itfclf. 
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(No.  II.) 

Equalitj.  Liberty. 

Extra^  from  the  Rcgiftcrs  of  the  Deliberations  of  the  Executive 

Dire^or>\ 

Paris,  the  30th  ?rairiai«  5th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one 
and  indivifible* 

The  Executive  Dircdory,  after  having  heard  the  report  of  the  Minifter 
for  Foreign  AfBirs,  decrees  as  follows  : 

I'he  Citizens  Lctourneur,  heretofore  Minifter  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
tory,  Pleville  Ic  Pellcy^  and  Marct,  are  authorifed  to  negotiate  with  the 
Minifter  Plenipoteutiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  the  treaty  of  peace  to 
be  concluded  between  the  French  Republic  and  Great  Britain,  The  Di- 
re^ory  gives  them  the  ncceiTary  full  powers  for  agreeing  upon  and  ligning 
the  articlcis  of  the  treaty  to  be  made«  They  (hall  conform  themfelves  to 
the  inftruftions  which  have  been,  or  ftiall  be  given  to  them  by  the  Execu- 
tive Direftory,  to  whom  they  fhali  render  an  account  of  the  progrefs  and 
the  ilFue  of  the  negotiations. 

Thfcy  arc  equally  authorifed,  and  under  the  fame  conditions,  to  ftipulatc 
for  the  allies  of  the  Republic,  hb  Catholic  Majefty,  and  the  Batavian 
Republic. 

The  Citizen  Colchen,  appointed  Secretary  General  to  the  French  lega- 
tion, is  authorifed  to  aflift  at  the  conferences,  to  afford  the  information 
which  (hall  be  required  of  him,  and  to  take  a  nott  of  what  (hall  be  agreed 
Gpon  and  fettled.  ^ 

The  prcfent  decree  (hall  not  be  printed  for  the  prefent. 

(A  true  cop}'.)         The  Prcfidcnt  of  the  Executive  Direftdry, 

CARNOT. 
By  the  Executive  Dircd^ory,  the  Secretary  General, 

LAGARDE. 

(No.   12,) 

ff 

Extrafls  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord-  Malmcfbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 

Lille,  July  II,  1797. 

I  had  the  honour  in  my  laft,  by  Brooks,  of  the  6th  inft,  to  inform 
your  Lord(hip  of  my  arrival  here,  of  the  manner  in  which  I  had  been 
received,  and  of  my  having,  in  the  ufual  form,  exchanged  iny  full  powers 
with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

On  Friday  the  7th,  at  noon,  we  held  our  fecond  conference. 

I  opened  this  fecond  conference  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  by 
(ayiog,  that  I  myfelf  had  no  obfervations  to  make  on  their  full  powers, 
which  appeared  to  be  conformable  to  thofe  ufually  given  by  the  Diredlory 
to  their  Plenipotentiaries,  and  of  courfe  muft  be  confidered  as  fufficient 
for  the  porpofes  exprefled  in  them;  that  I,  however,  had  tranfmitted  them 
by  a  roei&nger  to  my  Courts  and  referved  to  myfelf  the  right  of  commu- 
nicating any  objections  or  leniarks  which  I  might  receive  by  the  leturn 
of  my  mefienger,  reUtive  to  them. 

M.  le  Toomedr,  to  whom,  as  Pre(ident  of  the  Coipmiffion,  I  addref- 
fed  myfelf,  replied,  that  they  had  taken  predfely  the  fame  fteps  as  myfelf; 
that  ibey  conndered  the  full  powers  I  had  given  in,  as  in  due  form*  and 
fofficient ;  bnt  that  they  alfo  referved  to  themfelves  the  fame  rieht,  in  re- 
gard to  inftrudtions  they  might  receive  from  the  IXxc6tory  on  tnii  ihbje^ 
as  I  had  claimed  in  re^d  to^my  Court. 

F   a 
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To  this,  ofcoorfe,  I  aflented. 

On  Saturday  the  8th  inftant  I  gave  irt  the  pmjtt  prccifcly  as  I  had  re- 
ceived it  from  your  Lordlhip;  a  copy  of  which  [A),  as  it  is  tranflatcd  into 
French 9  1  think  it  my  duty  to  enclofe 

One  $f  the  French  plenipotentiaries  pfopofed  that  feme  titfie  (hould  be 
civcn  them  to  take  the  propofais  I  had  made  into  confideracion^  and 
begged  of  me  merely  for  the  fake  of  accuracy^  and  to  help  their  memory, 
that  I  would  be  good  enough  either  to  let  M.  Culchen  put  down  on  paper, 
or  myfelf  fend  them  a  note  containing  the  words  with  which  I  wifl.cJ  the 
articles  left  in  blank  to  be  filled  up.  I  rcaJily  acquicfced  in  the  latter 
mode,  and  immediately  on  my  return  fent  them  the  incloled  note  (B). 

On  Sunday  evening  I  received  theenclofcd  note  (C)  from  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  in  confcquence  of  it  went  to  the  propofcd  conference 
yefterday. 

One  if  the  French  Pleaipdentiaries  informed   me  on  the  fuhje^  of  the 
projet  1  had  given  them,  and  the  note  with  which  I  had  accotnpanied  it, 
that  as  th&fe  papers  contain  many  points  on  which  their  inltruction^  did 
not  enable  them  to  anfwer,  they  had,  after  having  given  them  a  very 
ferious  attention,  fent  them,  with  fuch  obfervations  as  they  had  thought 
it  their  duty  to  make  on  tliem,  to  the  Diredory,  and  that  the  moment 
they  received  an  anfwer  .they  would  communicate  it  to  me.     But  that,  in 
the  meanwhile,  not  to  delay  the  progrefs  ot  the  negotiation,  they  wi(hed 
that  feveral  points  which  he  termed  infulated,  but  which,  though  not 
referred  to  in  our  projet;,  were,  he  faid,  infcparably  conneifled  with  the 
general  fubjed  of  peace,  might  be  difcuffed  and  got  rid  of  now  if  I  bad 
no  obje^ion,  and  that  it  was  with  this  view  they  had  requeued  me  to 
meet  them, — On  my  not  cxpreffing  any  difapprpbation  to  this  mode  of 
proceeding,  one  of  the  French  Flenipountiarits  began,  by  faying,  that  in 
the  preamble  of  the  treaty  the  title  of  King  of  France  was  ufed;  that  this 
title,  they  contended,  could  no  longer  be  infifted  on — the  abolition  of  it 
was  in  a  manner  effential  to  the  ^11  acknowledgement  of  the  French 
Republic,  and  that  as  it  was  merely  titular  as  far  as  related  to  His  Maje&y, 
but  quite  othertvife  in  the  fcnfe  in  which  it  applied  to  them,  he  hoped  it 
would  not  be  confidered  as  an  important  conceflion. 

I  informed  them,  that  on  all  former  occalions  a  feparate  article  had 
been  agreed  to,  which  appeared  to  me  to  anfwer  every  purpofe  they  re- 
quired,^ and  which  it  was  my  intention,  as  the  treaty  advanced,  to  have 
propofed,  as  proper  to  make  part  of  this.  The  article  (the  firft  of  the 
feparate  ones  in  the  treaty  of  1783)  was  then  read;  but  they  obje^cd  to 
it,  as  not  fully  meeting  their  views.  It  was  to  the  title  itfelf,  as  well  as 
to  any  right  which  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  it,  that  they  objedkd. 
I  could  ifcarce  allow  myfelf  to  treat  thif»  mode  of  reauining  fcrioufly.  I 
endeavoured  to  make  them  feel  <hat  it  was  cavilling  for  a  mere  word;  that 
it  was  creating  difHculties  where  none  exiiled ;  and  that  if  all  the  French 
monarchs  in  the  courfe  of  three  centuries  had  allowed  this  to  Hand  in  the 
preamble  of  all  treaties  and  tranfadions  between  the  two  countries,  I 
could  not  conceive,  after  its  having  been  ufed  for  fo  long  a  period  without 
any  claim  or  pretenfion  being  fet  forth  in  confeqoenccof  it,  how  it  could 
now  affed  either  the  dignity,  fecurity,  or  importance  of  the  Republic— 
ihat  in  fad  fuch  titles  have  ever  been  confidered  as  indefeafable,  and  as 
memoriab  and  records  of  former  greatnefs,  and  not  as  pre'teniions  to  pre- 
sent pgwer ;  and  I  quoted  the  titles  of  the  Kings  of  Sardinia  and  Naples, 
,&c.  as  examples  exadly  in  point.  I  argued  .however  in  vaia.  They 
treated  it  very  gravely^  and  made  fo  ftrcmg  a  ftand  tipon..ifi»  that  I  could 
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not  avoid  taking  It  for  reference^  which  I  thought  it  better  to  do»  than, 
feeling  as  1  did  at  the  moment,  to  puih  the  converfation  fiiither. 

The  fecond  infuhted  point  was  a  veiy  material  one  indeed,  and  which, 
althoagh  it  has  been  adverted  to  as  a  propofal  that  might  pollibly  be 
brought  forward,  I  confefs  came  upon  me  tinexpetledly. — It  was,  to  alk 
cither  a  reltitution  of  the  (hips  uken  and  deftroyed  at  Toulon,  or  an 
equivalent  for  them.  They  grounded  this  claim  on  the  preliminary  decla* 
ration  aiAi\t  by  Lord  Hood  on  his  taking  poifeffion  ot  Toulon;  and  on 
the  eighth  article  of  the  declaration  of  the  Committee  of  the  Sedions  to 
him.  They  faid,  peace  they  hoped  was  about  to  be  re-eftabliihed ;  that 
Hh  Majedy,  in  acknowledging  the  Republic,  admitted  that  a  fovereignty 
exited  ill  the  French  Government;  and  ofcourfe  that  the  (hips,  held  only 
as  a  depoGt  by  England  till  this  legal  authority  was  admitted,  ought  now 
to  he  reflcrcd.  1  replied,  that  this  claim  was  fo  perfeclly  unlooked  for, 
chat  it  was  impofTible  for  me  to  have  been  provided  fot;  it  in  my  inftnic- 
tions,  and  that  1  could  therefore  only  convey  my  own  private  fentiments 
on  it,  which  were,  that  they  could  not  have  deviied  a  ftep  more  likely  to 
defeat  the  ^rcat  end  of  our  miflion. — 0/re  cf  the  Frtnch  PUniboUniiaries 
iaid,  that  he  fincerely  hoped  not ;  that  without  a  reftitution  or  the  (hips 
an  equivalent  might  be  found  to  efiisA  the  purpofe  defired,  iince  their 
great  cbj^t  was,  that  fomething  (hould  appear  to  prove  that  this  juft  de- 
mand had  not  been  overlooked  by  them,  and  was  not  left  unfatisfied  by 
Qs.  I  told  him  fairly,  I  did  not  fee  where  this  equivalent  was  to  be 
foond,  or  how  it  could  be  appreciated;  and  that  confidering  the  great 
advantages  France  had  already  obtained  by  the  war,  and  thofe  (he  was 
likely  to  obtain  from  the  adt  of  condefcenfion  I  had  already  intimated 
Hb  Majefty  was  difpofed  to  make  in  order  to  reftore  peace,  I  was  much 
ibrprifed  and  deeply  concerned  at  what  I  heard.  I  trufled,  therefore, 
that  this  very  inadmiflible  propofal  woald  i>e  withdrawn.  They  faid  it 
WM  not  in  their  power;  9iie  9/  them^  from  a  written  paper  before  him, 
which  he  faid  were  his  inftru^ons,  r»d  to  me  words  to  the  e&ft  I  have 
already  dated. 

Their  third  queftion  was  as  to  any  mortgage  we  mieht  have  upon  the 
Low  Countries,  in  confeqoence  of  money  Kutjio  the  kmperor  by  Great 
Britain. — lliey  wi(hed  to  know  if  any  fhch  exifted,  iince,  as  they  had 
taken  the  Low  Countries  charged  with  all  their  incumbrances,  they  were 
to  declare  that  they  (hould  not  confider  themfelves  bound  to  anfwer  any 
mortgage  given  for  money  lent  to  the  Emperor,  for  the  purpofe  of  car- 
Tying  on  war  againft  them. 

I  told  them  that,  without  replying  to  this  queftion,  fuppo(itig  the  cafe 
foexift,  the  exception  they  required  ihoukl  havb  been  ftated  in  their  treaty 
with  the  Emperor,  and  could  not  at  all  be  mixed  up  with  ours;  that  if  they 
had  taken  the  Low  Countries  as  they  ftood  charged  with  ali  their  incum- 
brances, there  could  be  no  doubt  what  thefe  words  meant ;  and  that  if  no 
exception  was  dated  in  the  firft  inftance,  none  could  be  made  with  a  ittro- 
aftive  efic^. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries,  however,  were  as  tenacious  on  this 
point  as  on  the  other  two;  and  as  I  found  to  evety  argu:nent  J  ufed  that 
thev  confbmtly  oppofed  their  inftni^ions,  I  had  nothmg  to  do,  but  to 
deiire  that  they  would  give  me  a  written  paper  dating  their  three  claims, 
in  order  that  I  might  immediately  tranfmit  it  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  oa. 
this  being  promifed,  our  conference  broke  up. 

•    Between  four  and  five  P.  M.  yefterday  I  received  the  enclofed  note  (D), 
and  I  have  lod  no  time  dnce  it  is  in  my  pofTedion  in  preparing  to-  fend 
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away  a  mcfibiiger,  as  independent  of  the  difagreeabl^  robjedls  broogbt 
forward  ia  this  laii  coaferencOy  and  which  it  is  material  fhould  be  com* 
monicatcd  witboot  delay,  I  am  anxious  tHis  Majeily  (hould  be  informed 
of  what  has  pafled  in  general  up  to  this  day»  as  it  may  perhaps  fucniili 
{ooK  ideas  as  to  the  poiEbie  event  of  the  negotiation* 

(No.  13.  A.) 
Projet  of  a  TiVeaty  of  Peace, 

Be  it  knoWn  to  all  tho(e  whom  it  ihall  or  may  in  any  manner  concern. 
The  moft  heieoeand  moft  Potent  Prince  George  the  I'hird,  by  the  Grace 
of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  Duke  of  Brunfvi'ick 
and  Luncnbargh,  Arch  Treafurer  and  Elei^or  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire, 
and  the  Executive  Direftory  of  the  French  Republic,  being  equally  dc- 
fiiaas  to  pot  an  end  to  the  war,  which  has  for  fome  time  pail  fubfiUcd 
between  the  dominions  of  the  two  parties,  have  named  and  conftituted 
for  their  Plenipotentiaries,  charged  with  the  coiicluding  and  figning  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace;  viz;  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lord 
Baron  of  Maloieibiiry,  a  Peer  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Knight 
of  the  Moil  Honoorable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Privy  Councillor  to  His  iiri- 
tannic  Majefty^  and  the  Executive  Directory  of  the  F/encb  Republic, 

who,  after  having 
exchanged  their  refpefUve  fall  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
anicks : 

I.  As  foon  as  this  treaty  (hall  be  figned  ai>d  ratified,  there  (hall  be  an 
vniverfal  and  perpetual  peace  as  well  by  fea  as  by  land,  and  a  (incere 
and  conilant  friendQiip  between  the  two  contradting  parties,  and  their 
dominions,  and  territories,  and  people,  without  exception  of  either  pbces 
orperibns;  fo  that  the  high  contra£ling  parties  fhall  give  the  grcateil 
attention  to  the  maintaining  between  themfelves  and  their  faid  dominions, 
territories,  and  people,  this  reciprocal  friendfhip  and  intercourfe,  without 
permitting  hereafter,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of  hoflilities  to  be  com- 
mitted either  by  (ea  or  by  land,  for  any  caufe,  or  under  any  pretence  what- 
ibever.  There  (hall  Ik  a  general  oblivion  and  amnefly  of  every  thing 
which  may  have  been  done  or  committed  by  either  party  towards  the  other 
before  or  fmce  the  commencement  of  the  war ;  and  they  ihall  carefully 
avoid  for  the  future  eytry  thing  which  might  prejudice  the  union  haj^ily 
re-eitabliihed. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  orders 
(hall  be  fent  to  the  armies  and  Squadrons  of  both  parties  to  Hop  all  holti- 
litics;  and  for  the  execution  of  this  article,  fea  pafiTes  (hall  be  given  on 
each  fide  to  the  (hips  difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of  peace  to  the  poflcf- 
fions  of  the  two  parties. 

U.  The  treaties  of  peace  of  Nimeguen  of  1678  and  1679,  ofRyfwick 
of  1697,  and  of  Utrecht  of  17 15;  that  of  Baden  of  1714;  that  of  the 
triple  alliance  of  the  Hague  of  1 7 1 7 ;  that  of  the  quadruple  alliance  of 
London  of  1718;  the  treaty  of  peace  of  Vienna  of  1736;  the  definitive 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Cha^elie  of  1748;  the  definitive  treaty  of  Paris  of  1 763; 
and  that  of  Verfailles  of  1783,  ierve  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace, 
and  to  thepre^nt  treaty.  And  for  this  purpofe  they  are  all  renewed  and 
confirmed  in  tlie  beil  form,  fo  that  they  are  to  be  exa<^Uy  obferved  for  the 
future  in  their  full  tcnour,  and  reUgiouHy  executed  by  both  parties  in  all 
the  points  which  ihall  not  be  derogated  from  hy  the  prpfent  treaty  of 
peace.  ^.  ;. 
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III.  An  tlie  prifonert  taken  on  ^tHer  6de,  as  wdR  hy  land  its  by  lea, 
*nd  the  ho^sigti  carried  away  or  given  during  the  tmr,  (hail  be  reftdred, 
withoot  ranfom,  in  fix  weeks  if  ratcft,  to*  be  computed  from  the  dar  of 
the  exchange  of  the  ratificaf ions  of  the  picfent  treaty.  Each  party  re(pf«- 
tively  dircharging  the  advances  which  (hall  have  been  maile  for  the  fub<- 
fiftcncc  and  maintenance  of  their  prifoners  in  the  country  whei^  they  Ihall 
have  been  detained,  according  to  the  receipts,  attcRed  acoottnts,  and 
other  aoihentic  vouchers,  which  (hall  be  furniibed  on  each  Sdc;  and 
fccurity  Ihall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  which  the, 
prifoners  may  have  contra<^ed  in  tlSfc  countries  where  they  may  have  been 
detained,  until  their  entire  rcleafc. 

IV.  With  rcfpeft  to  the  rights  of  filhery  rn  the  coalls  c^che  iiland  of 
Newfouadland,  and  the  i  (lands  adjacent,  and  in  the  Golf  of  Saint  Law* 
rence,  the  two  parties  (hall  return  to  the  fame  fituatton  in  which  they 
ftcod  refpe^vely,  according  to  the  treaties  and  engagements  fub&fting 
at  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  the  war.  ^nd  with  this  view.  His 
Majefty  confents  to  reilore  to  France,  in  full  right,  the  iflands  of  Saint 
Pieire  and  Miquelon. 

V.  The  fame  principle  of  the  (late  of  poOfeilion  before  the  war,  is 
adopt<;d  by  murual  cpn(ent,  with  rcfjied  to  all  other  podeilions  and  rights 
on  both  fides,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  favconly  the  exceptions  which 
are  flipulated  by  the  fublequent  articles  of  this  treaty,  and  to  this  intent, 
all  poUedicns  or  territories  which  have  or  may  have  been  conquered  by  one 
of  th^  parties  from  the  other  (and  not  fpccially  excepted  in  this  treaty), 
fhall  be  reftored  to  the  party  to  whom  they  belonged  at  the  commencement 
of  the  prcftnt  war. 

VI.  From  this  principle  of  mutual  reftitution^  the  two  parties  have 
agreed  to  except 

which  (hall  remain  to  His  Britannic  Majefty  in  full  foveieignty. 

VII.  In  all  the  cafes  of  reflritution  provided  by  the  piefent  treaty,  the 
fbrtreifes  (hall  be  redored  iii  the  fame  condition  in  which  they  now  are,  and 
no  injury  (hall  be  done  to  any  works  that  have  been  conftnided  iince  the 
conqueft  of  them. 

VIIJ.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  that  in  every  cafe  of  reftitotion  or  ceffion  pio- 
▼xded  by  any  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  the  term  of  three  years  worn 
the  date  of  the  notification  of  the  treaty,  in  the  rcfpcftire  territory  or  place 
redored  or  ceded^  (hall  be  allowed  to  perfons  of  whatever  defcription, 
reiiding  or  being  in  the  faid  territof)-  or  place,  poflrdFed  of  property  therein 
under  any  title  exifting  before  the  war,  or  which  has  fince  devolved  to 
them  by  the  laws  then  exiding ;  during  which  term  of  three  years  they 
(hall  remain  and  refide  unmolelted  in  the  exercife  of  tlieir  religion,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  po(re(rions  and  eflcds,  upon  the  conditions  and 
titles  under  which  they'(o  acquired  the  fame,  without  being  liable  in  any 
manner,  or  under  any  pretence,  to  be  profecuted  or  fned  foi'  their  paft 
condud,  except  as  to  the  difcharge  of  juft  debts  to  individuals;  and  that 
all  thofe  Mrho,  within  the  time  of  months  after  the  notification  of 

this  treaty,  (hall  declare  to  the  government,  then  e(labH(hed,  their  inten* 
tion  to  withdraw  them(e]ves,  or  their  effe^,  and  to  remove  to  fome 
other  place,  (hall  have  and  obtain  within  one  month  aftc^r  fuch  declara- 
tion full  liberty  to  depart  and  to  remove  their  efleds,  or  to  fell  and  difpofe 
of  the  fame,  whether  moveable  or  immoveable,  at  any  time  within  the 
laid  period  of  three  years,  without  any  reftraint  or  hindrance,  except  on 
account  of  debts  at  any  time  contraded,  or  of  any  criminal  profecution 
for  adtft  done  fubfequent  to  the  notification  of  th:s  treaty. 
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IX.  As  it  is  occeffiuy  to  appMiit  a  certain  panod'fer  tke  refiitodons 
herein*befbre  ftipulated.  it  it  agreed^  that  the  &xtt  (hall  take  place  in 
Europe  within  (one  nondi),  in  Africa  and  America  within  (three  months), 
and  in  Afia  within  (fix  ttoochs),  after  tha  ratificadon  of  the  prefcot 
treaty. 

X.  For  t>reventing  the  revival  of  the  law  foits  which  have  been  end^'d 
in  the  territories  to  be  reftored  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  it  it  agrtal,  that 
the  judgements  in  private  caufes  pronounced  in  the  lad  reforr,  aad  witich 
have  acquired  the  force  of  matters  determined^  (hall  be  confirmed  and 
executed  according  to  their  form  and  tcnour. 

XL  The  deciiion  of  the  prizes  and  feiaures  of  (hips  and  their  car^oci 
t£tken  at  fea  or  feized  in  the  ports  of  either  country,  prior  to  the  houilt- 
Aei,  (hall  be  referred  to  the  refpeftive  courts  of  jufticc;  fo  that  the  legality 
of  the  faid  prizes  and  feizures  (hall  be  decided  according  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  treaties,  in  the  courts  of  juftice  of  tl)e  nation  which  have 
made  the  capture,  or  ordered  the  feizures.  And  in  ordir  to  prevent  all 
caufes  of  complaint  and  difpute  which  may  arife  on  account  of  prizes 
which  maybe  made  at  fea  after  the  (Igning  of  this  treaty,  it  is  reciprocally 
agreed  that  the  veficls  and  eflfe^s  which  may  be  taken  in  the  Briti(A  Chan* 
ncl  and  in  the  North  Seas,  after  the  fpace  of  twelve  days,  to  be  conrputrd 
from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  (hall  he  rcDorcd  on 
each  fide; — That  the  term  i\iAl  be  one  nK>nth  from  the  Britifli  Chanucl 
and  theNonh  Seas,  as  far  as  the  Canary  Iflands,  inclu(ively,  whether  in 
the  ocean,  or  in  the  Miditerranean: — Iwo  months  from  the  faid  Canary 
Iflands  as  far  as  the  equinodllal  line  or  equator:  I'hree  months  from  the 
equator  to  any  part  to  the  wefcward  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the 
coflward  of  Cape  Horn:— And  laftly,  five  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
world,  without  any  exception  or  any  more  particular  defcriptiou  of  time 
or  place. 

XII.  The  allies  of  the  two  parties,  that  is  to  fay,  l^er  Mod  Faithful 
Majcfty  as  ally  of  His  Britannic  Majcfty,  and  Hi*  Catholic  Majerty  and 
the  Batavian  Republic  as  allies  of  the  rrench  Republic,  (hail  be  invited 
by  the  two  contracting  parties  to  accede  to  this  peace  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  fpecified  In  the  three  following  articles;  the  execution  of  which 
the  (aid  two  contracting  parties  reciprocidly  guarantee  to  each  other,  lieing 
thereto  refpeClively  authorized  by  their  above-mentioned  allies ;— And  the 
two  contracting  parties  farther  agree,  that  if  their  allies  lefpedivley  (hall 
not  have  fo  acceded  within  the  fpce  of  two  months  after  the  exchange  of 
tfad  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  the  party  fo  refufing  to  accede,  (hall  not 
twelve  from  iu  ally  any  aid  or  facconr  of  any  nature  during  the  farther 
continuance  of  the  war. 

Xni.  His  Britannic  Majedy  engages  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace 
with  His  Catholic  Majefty  on  the  footing  of  the  ftate  of  poffeflion  lK:fore 
the  war,  with  the  exception  of 
which  (hall  remain  in  full  fovereira^  to  Hb  Britannic  Majefty. 

XIV.  His  Britannic  Majefty  m  like  manner  engages  to  conclude  a  de*- 
finitive  peace  with  the  Batavian  Republic  on  the  fame  footing  of  the  date 
of  poflefficn  before  the  war,  with  tlie  exception  of  which 

fiiall  remain  to  His  Britannic  Majefty  in  full  tbvereignty,  and  of 
which  (hall  be  ceded  to  His  Majefty  in  exchange  for 

In  confiuderation  of  thefe  reftitutioas,  to  be  hereby  made  by  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty^  all  property  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  in  the 
month  of  December  1794,  and  which  has  been  feized  and  confifcated 
fince  that  period^  (ball  be  reftorcd  to  him,  or  a  full  equivalent  in  money 
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given  him  for  the  fame.  And  the  French  Republic  farther  engages  to 
procure  for  him,  at  the  general  peace,  an  adequate  compenfation  for  the  ^ 
lofs  of  his  offices  and  dignitiei  in  the  United  Provinces ;  and  the  perfons 
who  have  been  imprifoned  or  baniftied,  or  whofe  property  has  been  fcquef- 
tcred  or  confifcateJ  in  the  faid  Republic,  on  account  ot  their  attachment 
CO  the  interefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  or  to  the  former  Government  of 
the  United  Provinces,  (hall  be  releafed,  and  (hall  be  at  liberty  to  return 
to  their  country,  and  to  refidc  therein,  and  to  enjoy  their  property  there, 
coaforming  themfelves  to  the  laws  and  conilitation  there  eflablilhed. 

XV.  The  French  Republic  engages  to  conclude  a  definitive  peace  with 
her  Moft  Faithful  Majefty  on  the  tame  footing  of  the  ilate  ot  pofTeffion 
before  the  war,  and  without  any  farther  demand  or  burthenfome  condi- 
tion being  made  on  either  fide, 

XVI.  All  the  flipulations  contained  in  this  treaty,  refpediiig  the  timo 
and  manner  of  making  the  reftitutions  therein  mentioned,  and  all  the 
privileges  thereby  rcferved  to  the  inhabitants  or  proprietors  in  the  iflandt 
or  territories  reftored  or  ceded,  (hall  apply  in  like  manner  to  the  relHtu- 
tions  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  any  of  the  three  laft  articles,  viz,  the  Xlllth, 
the  XlVth,  and  XVth,  except  in  thofe  inftances  where  the  fame  may  be 
derogated  from  by  the  mutual  confent  of  the  parties  concerned. 

y^VlL  All  former  treaties  of  peace  between  the  reipe^ivc  parties,  to 
whom  the  faid  three  articles  relate,  and  which  fubfiftecl  and  were  in  force 
at  the  commencement  of  hf^itilities  between  them  refpe^ively,  (hall  be  re- 
newed, except  in  fuch  inll«mces  only  where  the  fame  may  be  derogated 
from  by  mutual  confent;  and  the  articles  of  this  treaty  for  the  redoration 
of  priloners,  the  ce(ration  of  hoftilities,  and  the  decifion  relative  to  pri- 
zes and  feizures,  (hail  equally 'apply  to  the  refpe^ive  parties  to  whom  the 
faid  three  articles  relate,  and  (hail  be  held  to  be  in  full  force  between  them, 
as  foon  as  they  (hall  refpeclively  and  in  due  form  have  acceded  to  thii 
treaty. 

XVlU.  AH  iequeftrations  impofed  by  any  of  the  parties  named  in  this 
treaty,  on  the  rights,  properties,  or  debts  of  individuals  belonging  to 
any  other  of  the  (aid  parties,  (hall  be  taken  off,  and  the  property  of  what- 
ever kind  (hall  be  reftored  in  the  fuUeft  manner  to  the  lawful  owner;  or 
jaft  compenfation  be  made  for  it:  and  all  complaints  of  injury  done  to 
private  property,  contrary  to  the  ufual  pra^ice  and  rules  of  war,  and  all 
claims  of  private  rights  or  property  which  belonged  to  individuals  at  thd 
periods  of  tlie  commencement  of  hoftilitics  refpedively,  between  the  faid 
parties,  viz.  Great  Britain  and  Portugal  on  the  one  fide,  and  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland  on  the  other;  and  which  ought,  acoording  to  the 
ufual  pra^ice  and  laws  of  nations,  to  revive  at  the  period  of  peace,  (hall 
be  received,  heard,  and  decided  in  the  refpe^ive  couns  of  juilice  of  the 
ditfcrent  parties;  and  full  juftice  therein  (hall  be  done  by  each  of  the  (aid 
parties  to  the  fubjeds  and  people  of  the  other,  in  the  (ame  manner  as  to  ' 
their  own  fubjeds  or  people. 

And  if  any  complaint  (hoold  arife  refpeding  the  execution  of  jthis  ar- 
ticle, which  complaints  (hall  not  be  fettled  by  mutual  agreement  between 
the  refpedive  Governments  within  twelve  months  after  the  fame  (hall  have 
been  preferred  to  them,  the  fame  (hall  be  determined  by  fwom  Commif- 
lioners  to  be  appointed  on  each  fide,  with  po^er  to  call  in  an  arbitrator  of 
any  indifferent  nation ;  and  the  decifion  of  the  (aid  Commiilioners  (hall 
be  binding,  and  without  appeal. 

XIX.  His  Britannic  Majefly  and  the  French  Republic  promife  to  ob-  j 

ienre  fincerelv.  and  bona  fide,  all  the  articlci  contained  and  eftablifhed  J 
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in  the  prefcnl/  treaty ;  and  they  will  not  fuffer  the  fame  to  be  infringed, 
diredly  or  indircdly,  by  their  refpetHve  fubjeds;  and  the  faid  contraft- 
ing  parties  guarantee  to  each  other,  generally  and  reciprocally,  all  the  lli- 
pulations  ot  the  prcfent  treaty. 

XX.  The  folemn  ratilications  of  the  prcfent  treaty,  prepared  in  good 
and  due  form,  Hi  all  be  exchanged  in  between  the  ccr.- 

traftin^   parties,  in   the  fpace  of  a   month,  or  fooner  if  poflible,  to  be 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefcnt  treaty. 
•    In  witiiwfs  whereof,  Ac.  &c. 

(No.  14.  B.) 

Note  from  Lord  Malmeft)ury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

#The  Miniiler  Plenipotentiary  of  I  lis  Britannic  Majcf^y  has  the  honour 
of  prefenting  to  the  MinilUrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  in 
confequence  of  the  wiPn  expieffed  by  them  in  the  conference  of  this  morn- 
ing, the  following  natc,  which  he  requefts  them  at  the  fame  time  to  con- 
fider,  not  fo  mucli  in  the  light  of  an  ofticial  paper  as  of  a  verbal  and  con- 
fidential communication,  and  as  a  proof  of  his  readinefs  to  facilitate  the 
progxefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  giving  them,  on  the  very  outfet,  all 
the  explanations  in  his  power  on  the  projet  of  the  treaty  which  he  has  de- 
livered to  them. 

If,  as  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  a  flu- 
red  him,  it  is  contrary  to  their  moil  pofitive  inftrurtions  to  enter  into  any 
difcuffion  relative  to  the  ceflion  of  thofe  pofFcflions  which  belonged  to 
France  before  the  war,  it  is  ufelefb  to  dwell  on  the  V  Jth  article ;  fmcc  the 
compenfations  which  His  Pritannic  Majefty  might  have  demanded  bv  that 
article,  in  return  for  the  rettitutions  which  he  is  difpofed  to  make  for  the 
rc-eftabli(hmcnt  of  peace,  mull,  in  confequence  of  this  declaration,  he 
fought  for  in  the  ceiuons  to  be  made  by  Kis  Catholic  Majefty,  and  the 
Batavian  Republic. 

Lord  Malmcibury  therefore  propofes  to  infert  in  the  thirteenth  article, 
after  the  words j/?/r////  ante  bclhm^  the  following  words:  **  With  the  excep- 
*^  tion  of  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  which  fliall  remain  in  full  pofieflion  to 
*'  His  Britannic  Majelly." 

Lord  Malmc(bury  imagines  that  it  is  unneceffary  for  him  to  repeat  the 
reafons  which  induce  him  to  infill  upon  the  retaining  of  this  conquell, 
wnlefs  compenfation  Oiould  be  made  for  it  by  fomc  other  ccflloa  which 
Ihali  balance  the  augmentation  of  power  accruing  to  France,  from  the  ac- 
quiiition  of  the  Spanifti  part  of  St.  Domingo. 

With  regard  to  the  fourteenth  article,  Lord  Mai  me  fbury  propofes,  that 
after  the  words ///z/i/x  ante  helium ^  (hould  be  added,  "  With  the  exception 
*•  of  the  tciwn,  fort,  and  eftahlilhment  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
**.  of  the  poflelfions  which  belonged  to  the  Dutch  before  the  war  in  the 
*^  ifland  of  Ceylon,  andof  the  to^vn  and  fort  of  Cochin,  which  (hall  be 
«*  ceded  to  His  Britannic  Majefly  in  exchange  for  the  town  of  Negapat- 
••  nam  and  its  dependencies/' 

Lord  Malmefbury  repeats  to  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiarj''  of  the  French 
Republic  the  adu ranee  of  his  readinefs  to  concur  with  them,  in  every 
thing  which  (hall  depend  on  him,  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy 
iffue;  and  requeds  of  them,  at  the  (ame  time,  to  accept  the  alTu ranees 
of  his  high  coniideration. 

lillc,  July  8,  1797.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 
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(No.  15.  C.) 

Note. —From  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmefbury, 

The  Miniftt^rs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  received 
the  note  which  the  ^Ji^iiler  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefly  did 
thera the  honour  of  ad:kelfing  to  them  yrfterday.  They  will  give  to  it, 
as  wfli  as  to  the  projt^^  of  a  treaty  to  which  it  relates,  the  moft  ferious 
attention.  Jn  the  mean  time,  though  they  are  not  \  et  enabled  to  com- 
iDunicate  to  Lord  Malmcfbury  the  rema  ks  to  which  thefe  two  papers  ap- 
pear to  them  liable,  ihey  think  it  their  duty  to  propofe  to  him  a  conference 
to-niorrow,  at  one  o'clock,  if  that  hour  is  agreeable  to  him,  in  order  to 
treat  with  him  on  diflin^  points,  the  difcuflion  of  which  may  be  entered 
upon  fcparatcly,  and  which  may  be  proceeded  in  with  ut  delay. 

They  requeft  Lord  rvlalmelbury  to  accept  the  aiTu ranees  of  their  high 
conllderation. 

(Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR, 
Lifle,  21  Meffidor,  PLEVILLE  LE  PKLLEY. 

5th  Year  of  the  Republic,  HUGUKS  B.  MARET. 

July  9th,  1797.  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Leg, 

(No.  16.  D.) 

Note.— From  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmelbury,  dated 

Line. 

The  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  lofe  no  time  in 
complying  with  the  wi(h  expreffed  to  them  by  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Britannic  Majefly,  by  tranfmitting  to  hiiil  a  note  on  the  three 
points  which  were  the  fubjecl  of  their  conference  of  this  day. 

1.  They  have  pofuive  orders  to  require  the  renunciation  of  the  title  of 
Kinr  of  France  borne  by  His  Britannic  Majefty. 

Lord  Malmefbury  is  requefted  toobfcrve  that  the  queftion  is  not  only  of 
a  renonciation  of  the  rights  which  might  be  pretended  to  bcderived  from 
this  titk\  but  farth»*r  and  formally  ot  the  title  itfclt.  The  eftablilhmcnt 
of  the  French  RepuUic,  and  the  acknoaled^^cmv^nt  of  this  form  of  Go- 
vernment by  the  Kin*'  of  Englan:^,  will  not  allow  of  his  retaining  a 
tide  which  would  imply  the  exiiltrnce  in  France' of  an  order  of  things 
which  is  at  an  end. 

2.  T  he  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  arc  ordered  to  demand 
the  reftitution  of  the  vefiVU  taken  or  defi  roved  at  Toulon.     '  , 

Great  Britain  has  publicly  and  formally  declared  that  thefe  veff^ls  were 

tak'^n  in  trull  for  the  Kins  of  Fr.:nce 'I  his  trufl  is  facred.     It  inconteC* 

tatilv  belongs  to  the  Republic,  which  excrcifes  the  rights  and  the  foveieignty 
that  Grtat  Britain  attributai  to  Louis  XVI L  at  the  period  of  the  capture 
of  Touluri.  His  Britannic  Majefty  cannot,  therefore,  in  acknow lodging 
the  French  Republic  deny  its  right  to  the  rtftitution  required,  or  refufc 
cuhcr  to  make  the  rcltitution,  or  to  o^jr  an  equivalent  for  it. 

;.  The  Minilters  i-^Lnipotcntiary  have  orders  to  demand,  and  do  de-     ^ 
rauud,  the  renunciation,  on  ih<;  part  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  of  the 
m.^rrgage  on  Belgium. 

That  country  was  mortgaged  for  the  loans  made  by  the  Emperor  in    ^ 
E:5/^IaTi.     It  has  become  a-i  inrr^ral  p  rt  of  the  French  Ri public,  and  ^gi 
camio:  remain  burthcncd  »vith  I'uch  a  mort^a^e.  p 

G  2  .gb 
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The  Min'ftcrs  Picnipotenciary  of  the  French  Republic  reqaeft  Lord 
Malmcfbury  to  accept  jtie  affaraoce  of  tneir  high  confideration. 

(Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR. 
Lifle,  Ic  22  Mcifidor,  PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY, 

5th  year  of  the  Kcpablic,         HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

July  JO,  1797*  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  Leg, 

mo.  17.) 

Extrad  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenvillc  to  Lord  Malmeibury,  dated 

Downing-llrcct,  July  13,  1797. 

With  rcfpe^l  to  the  demands  contained  in  the  note  tranfmitted  to  yonr 
X.ord{hip  by  the  French  Minifters,  they  have  been  naturally  received  here 
with  great  furprifc.  On  the  fubjcdl  of  the  Netherlands  as  conne^ed 
with  the  Au (Irian  loans,  it  is  conceived  that  any  explanation  between  His 
^ajefty  and  the  French  Government  is  wholly  unneceflary.  The  loans 
raifed  in  England  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  gua- 
ranteed by  act  of  Parliament  here,  reft,  as  your  Lordihip  will  perceive, 
by  the  annexed  copy  of  the  Convention  on  that  fubjeft,  upon  the  fecuritj 
61  all  the  revenues  of  all  the  hereditary  dominions  of  His  Imp  rial  Ma- 
jefty.  They  do  not  feem  in  any  manner  to  come  under  the  defc ription 
contained  in  the  fixth  article  of  the  preliminaries  between  Auflria  and 
France,  refpefting  mortgages  upon  the  foil  of  the  Netherlands,  on  which 
ground  alone  France  could  have  any  pretence  to  interfere  in  the  bufineG* 

Nor  is  this  fubje^  one  which  appears  to  be  in  any  manner  a  6t  point  of 
difcuflion  between  His  Majefty  and  the  Republic;  the  King  neither  forms 
nor  has  any  intention  of  forming  any  demand  on  the  French  Governrocnt 
for  the  payment  of  any  part  either  of  the  intcreft  or  capital  of  thofe  loans. 
It  is  to  the  Emperor  alone  that  His  Majcftv  looks  for  the  performance  of 
His  Imperial  Majcily's  engagements  to  him,  and  it  is  upon  the  Aullriaa 
Government,  and  upon  its  revenues,  that  individuals  concerned  in  thofe 
loans  have  claims  of  private  right,  and  means  of  perfonal  demand  fecurcd 
to  them  by  the  Convention. 

On  the  other  two  points  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  obicrvations 
which  your  Lordfhip  has  already  made  upon  them;  and  we  can  therefore 
only^wait  with  impatience  for  the  anfwer  to  the  projet  delivered  by  your 
Lord(hip,  which  will  enable  us  to  form  a  judgement  on  the  intentioos  of 
the  Government  with  whom  we  are  treating. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmcfbury. 

(No.  18.) 

£xtra£l  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmcfbury  to  Lord  GtenviUe,  dated 

Lifle,   i6th  July,  1797. 

It  was  at  the  exprefs  invitation  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  that  I 
met  them  on  Thurfday  the  13th  inftant;  one  of  them  flated  their  motive 
for  wifhing  to  confer  with  me,  not  to  he  in  confequencc  of  any  anfwer 
they  had  received  from  Paris  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  projei,  which  he  ob- 
ferved  could  not  be  expefted  fo  foon,  but  to  rcfumc  the  difcuffion  on 
the  article  which  he  had  objedcd  to  on  my  firft  reading  the  projet^  and  on 
,  which  they  conceived  it  was  poffiblc  and  even  expedient  to  argue  before 
*  we  entered  on  the  more  important  branches  of  the  negotiation.  It  was 
article  II.  that  he  referred  to.  He  objeAed  to  the  renewal  of  the  treaties 
therein  mentioned  from  various  reafoni  s  firfl^  That  many  and  even  moil 
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of  them  were  irrelavcnt  to  that  we  were  now  negotiating ;  fecondly ,  That 
they  were  in  contradi^ion  to  the  new  order  of  things  eftablilhed  in  France, 
as  they  feem  to  imply  an  acknowledgement  that  a  portion  of  the  regal  au- 
thority is  ftill  exifting ;  thirdly,  That  they  might  be  fappofed  to  apply  to 
conventions  and  ftipulations,  in  diref^  contradi^ion  to  their  prefent  form 
of  Government,  and  he  quoted  the  Convention  of  Pilnitz  in  particalar. 
I  was  about  to  reply  to  him,  and  I  truft  in  a  way  that  would  have  done 
away  his  apprehenuons  on  this  poitjt,  when  another  of  them  interpofed  by 
faying,  that  their  fincere  and  only  defire  was  that  the  treaty  we  were  now 
enterine  upon  might  be  fo  framed,  as  to  fecure  permanently  the  obje^ 
for  which  it  was  intended ;  .that  no  article  likely  to  produce  this  end 
might  be  omitted,  nor  any  doubtful  one  inferred ;  but  that  the  whole, 
as  well  with  regard  to  the  pad  as  to  the  future,  might  be  fo  clearly  and 
diflindly  cxprdOTed,  that  no  room  for  cavil  might  be  left.  This  he  aifu- 
red  me,  in  the  name  of  his  colleagues,  was  all  that  was  meant  by  their 
obje^on  to  ren^w  fo  many  treaties,  in  which  fuch  various  interells  were 
blended,  and  fo  many  points  difcuffed  foreign  to  the  prefent  moment. 
Their  renewing  them  in  a  lump,  and  without  examining  carefully  to  what 
we  were  pledged  by  them,  might  involve  us 'in  difficulties  much  better 
to  be  avoided.  I  replied,  that  I  admitted  mod  certainly  all  he  faid,  and 
that  it  was  with  this  view  and  on  this  principle  folely  that  the  renewal  of 
thefe  treaties  was  propofed  by  His  Majefty ;  and  that  if  he  recolleded 
_(as  he  undoubtedly  did)  the  diflFcrent  wars  which  were  terminated  by 
thefe  treaties,  and  the  many  important  regulations  (lipulated  by  them,  he 
would  admit  that  the  allowing  them  to  remain  in  their  full  force  was 
limply  an  acknowledgement  of  the  tenure  by  which  almofl  all  the  Sove- 
reigns of  Europe,  and  particularly  the  French  Republic,  held  their  do- 
minions up  to  this  day.  That  thefe  treaties  were  become  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  that  infinite  confufion  would  refult  from  their  not  being  re- 
sewed. 

He  replied,  that  our  objeft  was  evidently  the  fame,  that  we  only  diflfe- 
rcd  as  to  the  manner.  I  thought  the  renewing  thefe  treaties  in  i-.to  would 
the  beft  cont-ribute  to  it;  while  they  were  inclined  to  think,  that  extra  t- 
ing  from  them  every  thing  which  immediately  related  to  the  interefts  of 
the  tw»  countries,  and  dating  it  in  one  article,  was  more  likely  to  attain 
this  defirable  objedl.  The  French  Minifter  ag^ain  repeated,  that  their  firft 
wifh  was,  that  the  treaty  we  were  now  making  (houlH  be  clear,  diftinft, 
foUd,  and  lading,  and  fuch  a  one  as  could  not,  at  anv  future  peri  d,  be 
broken  through  without  a  manifed  violation  of  good  faith.  And  I  again 
repeated,  that  nothing  could  be  fo  confonant  to  my  orders,  or  the  inten- 
tions of  my  royal  mafter. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipottntiaries  was  difpofed  to  dwell  on  his  ohjedlions, 
which  were,  that  thefe  treaties  were  (igned  when  France  was  a  monarchy^ 
and  that  any  retrofpeft  to  thofe  times  implied  a  fort  of  cenfure  on  their 
prefent  form  of  Government ;  but  this  was  arguing  on  fuch  weak  ground, 
and  (b  incapable  of  being  ferioufly  maintnin:;d,  that  I,  to  avoid  fupcrflu- 
ous  contradiction,  was  very  willing  to  l^'t  it  pafs  unnoticed.  After  a  vood 
deal  of  very  conciliatory,  and  even  amicable  difcudion,  in  which,  how.. 
ever,  neither  party  gave  much  way  to  the  other,  it  was  propofed  by  them 
that  we  diould  return  home,  to  meet  a^ain  as  foon  as  was  convenient  after 
an  attentive  and  deliberate  perufal  of  thefe  tr^^aties,  in  order  tf>  date  ref- 
pe6tively  our  ideas  on  this  (oSjeft.  I  obfervM.  that  although  I  was  per- 
tddCej  prepared  to  do  it  at  the  moment,  and  felt  almod  bold  enough  to 
affimij  that  no  meafare  could  be  devifed  which  would  fo  completely 
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our  intentions  as  an  unrcfexvcd  renewal  of  the  treaties , they  hefitatcd  about, 
yet  Iwas  very  willing  to  acquiefce  in  their  propofal,  with  this  fimple  ob- 
fervatiou,  that  if  any  delay  arofe  from  it,  fuch  delay  was  imputable,  to 
them  and  not  to  me.  Mv  words  were,  **  Jc  nfe  me  ren.ls  pas  rdponfable 
••  dcs  Lo;::^LKurs  dans  lefqutlles  cette  di  feu  (lion  pcurrait  nous  cntrainer.*' 
^'he  French  M>..ijiers  anfwcr  was,  **  i^i  dv:  longueurs  fervent  i  determiner 
•*  dtsobjtrs  c|.ji  pourraient  donner  lieu  u  des  quereiles  a  Taven'r,  cc  fcra  da 
'*  terns  bicn  employe.*'  It  was  not  my  wilh  to  conteft  this  affcrtion,  and 
our  cunfcrcncc  ended  with  it. 

(No.  19.) 

Extraifk  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmelbury  to  Lord  Grcnvillc^  dated 

Lifle,  July  16^  '797- 

'   My  Lord, 

Ycficrday  at  the  moment  I  was  preparing  to  attend  the  conference,  in 
which  we  were  to  enter  into  fuller  difculiions  on  the  litigated  fubjeft  of 
the  rentHval  of  the  treaties  mentioned  in  the  fccond  article  of  the  projet, 
I  received  from  tli:  French  Legation  the  enclofed  paper  (A).  In  alx>ut 
an  hour  1  returned  the  enclofed  anfwcr  (B),  to  which  I  received  the  en- 
clofed reply  (C);  and  I  am  this  moment  come  from  the  conference  which 
has  taken  place  in  confequence  of  it. 

I  began  by  faying,  that  I  had  folicited  this  interview  from  the  fame 
motive  which  would  aduace  every  part  of  my  condufl;  that  I  wilhed  to 
make  my  reports  not  only  corred  but  conciliatory  as  far  as  depended  on 
me,  and  1  now  was  come,  in  order,  if  poilible,  to  obtain  from  them  fuch 
comments  rfad  explanations  (.n  the  note  they  fent  to  me  yeftcrday,  as  woiild 
enable  me,  when  I  tranfmitted  it  to  my  Court,  to  fecurc  the  negotiatioi» 
from  being  interrupted,  perhaps  abruptly  terminated,  by  thepermfal  of  it. 
If  I  unJerlTood  it  right,  it  meant  that  the  Diredofy  requires  as  ajine  (jua  nan 
PrAimifiar\y  that  every  thing  the  King  has  conquered  from  all  and  each  of 
his  enemies  Ihnuld  be  reftored,  and  that  till  this  reftoration  was  confented 
to  the  negotiation  was  not  even  to  begin.  I  faid,  if  I  was  corref\  in  this 
ttatcmcnt,  and  the  plain  fcnfe  of  the  declaration  would  bear  no  other  in- 
terpretation, I  mult  add  that  it  would  not  only  moft  certainly  prevent  the 
treaty  from  hc^inuin'^,  but  would  kave  no  room  for  treating  at  all,  fince 
it  deprived  His  \'iajrily  of  every  means  of  negoiiati  nj  for  I  couH  not 
fuppofc  that  it  was  in  their  thoughts  to  intimate  that  the  principle  of  the 
treaty,  as  far  as  it  related  to  His  Majelly,  was  to  be  one  ■  f  all  ceflion 
and  nv^  cvnpenfation,  and  yet  that  w.s  prccifcly  thcpofition  in  which  His 
^.l.ijelly  'vas  pliced  by  t'Tirnote. 

Oth''f:l<  I'rt'uh  l^L-fnt.u  .inrirs,  who  had  Ict  me  procced  rnther  re- 
lut'tantly,  here  I'topt  mr,  and  faid,  that  he  an.i  hiscolkagues  wereexcded- 
in^ly  happy  that  1  had  cxprclT-d  a  vvlfli  to  foe  them  bcf  )re  1  difpatched 
my  nKihi\-,<T;  il.at  thry  wilhcd  to  alfare  me  that  they  had  thought  it 
dealing  taiily  and  h';nc)ura'hly  to  ftaie  what  they  had  rec  ived  from  the 
Dirrctory  in  the  very  vvor.^s  in  which  it  came  to  them:  that  they  lliould 
be  fony  if  tl'C  declaration  thev  had  bci^n  directed  to  make  me,  (hould  be 
of  a  nature  to  inr«Trupt,  much  lefs  to  l)re;ik  oiF,  the  negotiation:  that  it 
was  th("  fmcere  wifh  of  th?  Diro^^ory  that  t'.c  ne.^otiation  ihoulJ  proceed 
and  end  fucccfsfully  ;  and  that,  far  from  (Viuttlng  the  do  ir  to  fanner  dif- 
culiions. they  v\e>f  p.:rl:V.ctIv  r*ady  to  hear  any  propoHils  we  had  10  make, 
and  only  wifhcd  t!i.it  thefc  propofals  Ihculd  b.*,  if  p-ffi-^ic,  fuch  is  were  ^ 
compaiible  with  their  moft  facred  engagements.  I  rcp-ated  what  I  had: 
fild,  thai  no  door  ^as  left  open  if  His  Majcfty  was  in  limnc  to  rcftorft 
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every  thing ;  and  that  a  peace  on  ihefc  conditions  would  not  be  heard  of 
by  the  country.  I  obfervcd,  that  unmediatdy  on  leaving  them,  I  ftiould 
difpatch  a  mciFenger;  but  what  that  mt-ffenger  carried  would  moft  mate- 
rially aficd  the  progrefs  and  iflue  of  the  negotiation;  I  therefore  defircd 
to  know  whether,  in  confequence  of  what  I  had  heard  from  them,  I  might 
eonfidcr  the  ftric\  and  literal  meaning  of  the  declaration  i\ot  to  be  a  de- 
cided negative  (which  it  certainly  feemed  to  imply)  on  all  compenfatioti 
whatever  to  be  made  to  His  Majefty,  but  that  propofals  tending  to  this 
^ffcd  would  ftill  be  liftcned  to.  One  of  ihem  anhvcred,  *»  Certainly,  and 
«*  if  they  Qiould  be  found  fuch  as  it  will  be  impoflible  for  us  to  admit, 
*«  we  will  on  our  fide  bring  forward  others  for  your  Court  to  deliberate 
**  on."  Under  this  aflurance,  which  atleaft,  to  a  certain  degree,  quali- 
fies the  declaration  of  yeilcrday,  I  broke  up  the  conference. 

(No.  20.  A.) 
Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Malmefbury. 

The  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  tranfmittcd 
to  their  Government  the  projeft  of  the  treaty,  and  the  note  relating  there- 
to, which  were  delivered  to  them  the  20th  of  the  prcfcnt  month,  by  the 
Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majt^fty. 

They  have  juft  received  frclh  communications  ?nd  orders  which  require 
that  they  (hould  make  the  following  declaration  to  Lord  Malmefbury. 

There  cxift  in  the  public  and  iecret  treaties,  by  which  the  French 
Republic  is  bound  to  its  allies,  Spain  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  articles 
by  which  the  three  powers  refjK^divcly  guarantee  the  territories  poffeflcd 
by  each  of  them  before  the  war. 

The  French  Government,  unable  to  detach  itfelf  from  the  engaf^eraent* 
which  it  has  contraf^ed  by  thefe  treaties,  cftablifhes,  as  an  iniifpcnfable 
pretiminary  of  the  negotiation  for  the  peace  with  England,  the  confent 
of  His  Britannic  Majelly  to  the  rcftitution  of  all  the  poflefllons  which  he 
occupies,  not  only  from  the  French  Repnblic,  but  farther  and  formally 
of  thofc  of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  Rf-public. 

In  confequence,  the  underllgned  Nliniilcrs  Plenipotentiary  rcqucft  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  explain  himfelf  with  regard  to  this  reftitution,  and  to 
confent  to  it,  if  he  is  fufuciently  authorized  to  do  fo;  if  not,  and  in  the 
contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  his  Court,  in  order  to  procure  the 
ncceffary  powers. 

The  objeft  of  the  conference  which  was  to  have  taken  place  to-day 
being  ncceflarily  delayed  by  the  purport  of  the  above-mentioned  declara- 
tion, the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  R'?pii]>lic  have  to  exprefs  to 
Lord  Malmclbury  the  regret  that  they  feel  in  lofing  this  opportunity  of 
converfing  together,  which  they  had  themfclves  folicited: — but  in  cafe 
Lord  Malmefbury  (hould  have  any  communication  to  make  to  them,  they 
beg  him  to  believe  that  they  will  always  be  happjr  to  receive  him,  and 
lo  liften  to  him,  whenever  he  may  think  it  proper. 

They  requeft  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to  accept  anew  the  aflurance*  of 
their  high  confideration.  ' 

(Signed)  LE  TOURNEUR. 

Lifle,  27  Meflldor,  PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 

5th  year  of  the  Republic,  HUGUES  B.  MAKET, 

July  15,  1797.  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Leg. 
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(No.  II.  B.) 

Note  from  Lord  Malmclbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  has  given  the 
mod  ferious  attention  to  the  note  dated  this  morning,  which  he  has  re* 
ceivcd  from  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic. 

He  has  no  heiiration  in  declaring  to  them,  that  his  int^ruditms  by  no 
means  authorize  him  to  admit,  as  a  preliminary  principle,  that  which 
their  declaration  fcems  intended  to  eilabliih :  neverthclefs,  being  perfuaded 
that  it  is  his  fidl  doty  not  to  give  up  the  ho(^s  of  conciliation  until  be 
(hall  have  exhauHed  every  means  of  obtaining  it,  and  being  anxious  to 
avoid,  in  the  report  which  he  (hall  have  to  make  to  his  Court,  the  pof» 
fibility  of  mifunderftanding  on  a  (ubjefl  of  fuch  importance,  he  propo<> 
fes  to  them  a  conference  for  to-morrow,  at  the  hour  moil  convenient  to 
them,  after  which  it  is  his  intention  to  difpatch  a  meffenger  to  his  Court. 

He  requells  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to 
accept  the  affurance  of  his  high  confideration. 

LiAc,  isthjuly,  1797,  (Signed)         MALMESBURY, 

(No.  22.  C.) 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  lofe  no  time  in 
^  acceding  to  the  dcfire  cxpreffed  by  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Britannic  Majefty,  of  conferring  with  them  on  the  fubjeCi  of  the  note 
which  they  addrcfled  to  him  this  day. 

They  have  in  confequence  the  honour  of  propofin^  to  him  to  micet 
to-morrow  morning  at  i  c  o'clock,  at  the  ufual  place  of  conference. 
They  requeil  him  to  accept  the  aiTu ranees  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR.* 
Lide,  the  27th  Meflidor,         PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
5th  Year  of  the  Republic,        HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

one  and  itidiviftble,  COLCrlEN,  Sec.  Gen,  of  the  Leg. 

July  15,  1797. 

(No.  23.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  dated 

Downing-ftrect,  July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordlhip's  difpatchcs  by  the  meffenger  Dreftlns,  were  received 
here  on  the  17th  inftant,  at  night,  and  I  1  ft  no  time  in  receiving  His 
Majcfty's  commands  on  the  very  important  fubjeft  of  your  letter.  No.  9, 
I  am  much  concerned  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  remarking  that  the 
claim  brought  forward  in  the  note  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordlhip  by  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  is  in  itfelf  fo  extravagant,  and  fo  little  to  be  re- 
conciled either  with  the  former  profeflTions  of  thofe  Minifters,  or  with 
their  condudl  in  the  previous  ftagcs  of  the  negotiation,  that  it  affords 
the  ftrongeft  prefumption  of  a  determination  to  preclude  all  means  of 
accommodation.     If  fuch  is  really  the  determination  of  the  Direftorjr, 
nothing  can  remain  for  this  country,  but  to  perfcvere  in  oppofing,  with 
an  energy  and  fpirit  proportioned  to  the  exigency,  a  fyftem  which  maft 
tend  to  perpetuate  a  ftate  of  war  and  civil  tumult  in  every  part  of  Europe. 
The  natural  ftep  upon  the  prefent  occafion  would  therefore  have  bcca 
to  diredl  your  Lordftiip  to  terminate  at  once  a  negotiation,  which,  oivthe 
y      footing  now  propofed  by  the  enemy,  affords  neither  the  hope  nor  the 
1      means  of  anv  favourabte  concluiioa.    Nothing  beinc^  left  for  treatv. 
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where,  as  a  preliminary  ftep,  one  party  is  required  to  concede  every  thing, 
and  all  com^nfation  from  the  other  is  abfolotciy  and  at  once  prrdud'ed* 
HisMajctty's  fervants  have,  however,  obferved  that  in  the  conclufion  of 
your  Loriilhip's  conference  with  the  French  Hcnipotentiarics  on  the  Aib- 
jcd  of  the  note  in  queftion,  the  prefidcnt  of  that  miflion  informed  your 
iy^rdfhip,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  refill  all  compcnfation  for  the  im- 
m?nfc  extent  of  riftitution  dcnaandcd  from  His  M^jefty,  and  for  the  other 
obvious  circumilances  of  difad vantage  to  this  country  in  the  fituation  of 
Kuropc,  as  refulting  from  the  war;  and  even  added,  that  he  and  his  coU 
bngues  would  eventually  bring  forward  propofals  on  this  head  for.  the 
deliberation  of  t'e  King's  Government,  It  appeared  pofiible  that  fomc 
advantage  might  perhaps  arifc  to  the  great  objcft  of  peace,  from  ground- 
ing on  this  declaiation  a  farther  proceeding,  fuch  as  might  afford  to  the 
Dirv-ftory  (if  ihcy  are  fo  difpofod)  the  means  of  replacing  the  negotiation 
on  a  more  practicable  footmg.  With  the  view,  therefore,  ot  leaving 
nothing  untried  which  can  contribute  to  rellore  peace  on  any  diitable. 
terms,  His  Majefly  has  been  pleafod  to  dire£^  that  your  Lordikip  ihould 
for  that  purpofe  a(k  another  conference  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries* 
In  this  conference  your  Lordihip  wilt  remark  in  fuch  terms  as  theoccafion 
mud  naturally  fuggell  to  you  upon  the  indefenfible  fpirit  and  tendency  of 
ihc  demand  now  made  by  France,  You  will  obfervc  that  France,  treat**  ^ 
ing  in  conjundion  with  her  allies,  and  in  their  name,  cannot  with  any 
prccence  of  judice  and  fairnefs,  oppofe  her  treaties  with  them  as  an  ob- 
ftaclc  in  the  way  of  any  reafonable  propofal  of  peace  in  which  they  are 
to  b::  included.  In  a  feparate  negotiation,  to  which  they  were  not  paN 
ties,  fuch  a  plea,  might  perhaps,  have  been  urged ;  but  in  that  cafe  France 
would  have  been  bound  to  offer,  from  her  own  means,  that  compenfation 
which  fne  did  not  think  herfelfat  liberty  to  engage  to  obtain  from  her 
allies.  And  fuch  was,  in  fad^,  as  your  Lordihip  mult  remember,  the 
principle  on  which  His  Majefty  offered  to  treat  lall  year,  when  he  was 
really  bound,  by  engagements  to  Audria,  iimilar  to  thofe  which  are  nOMr 
alicdgcd  by  France.  But  it  never  can  be  allowed  that  France,  Spain,  arid 
Holland,  negotiating  jointly  for  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  can  fet  up, 
as  a  bar  to  our  ju(l  demands,  the  treaties  between  themfelves,  from  whicfa 
they  are  at  once  able  to  rtleafe  eacli  other  whenever  they  think  fit. 

You  will  farther  remark,  that  even  if,  contrary  to  all  reafon,  fuch  a 
principle,  could  for  a  moment  have  been  admitted  on  oar  part,  {biU  even 
that  principle,  inadmiflible  as  it  is,  could  only  apply  to  public  treaties^ 
known  to  thofe  who  agreed  to  be  governed  by  them,  and  not  to  fecret  ar- 
ticles, unknown  even  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  or  concealed  by  one 
of  them  from  the  knowledge  of  the  others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though  not  offenfive  terms,  that  the  whole  of 
this  pretence  now  fet  up  by  France  is  incontefls^bly  frivolous  and  illufory ; 
being  grounded  on  a  fuppofition  of  a  (late  of  things  dire^ly  contrary  to 
that  which  is  known  reaUy  to  exift.  It  being  p^rfedlly  notorious  that  both 
Spain  and  Holland,  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  continue  the  war,  were  coin- 
pellcd  bv  France  to  engage  in  it,  grea|ly  againil  their  own  wifhes;  and  to 
undertaKe,  without  the  means  of  fupportmg  it,  a  contefl  in  which  thfy 
had  nothing  to  gain,  and  ev^ry  thing  to  lofe.  It.  never  therefore  c^n  be 
allowed  to  be  a  queftion  of  any  poffible  doubt,  but  that  the  pire^ory,4f 
,lhcy  really  wifli  it,  muft  already  have  obtained,  or  could  at  any  moment  o{}- 
tain,  the  ccmient  of  thbfe  powers  to  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  have  b^n  propo* 
fai  by  His  Majefty.  If,  howeyer,  J'rance,  from  any  motive  of  intercft  ^ 
iR\g9^iDcnt,  is  in  truth  jcjjjp^  to  pcoc^tie  fox  ueixx  the  ^ftitutioa,fx 
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pofieffions  which  they  were  unable  to  defend,  and  have  no  means  to  re- 
conquer,  the  projedt  delivered  by  your  Lord(hip  afforded  an  opening  for 
thu;  thofe  articles  having  been  fo  drawn  as  to  leave  it  to  France  to  provide 
ft  compenfation  to  His  Majefty,  either  out  of  her  own  colonies,  or  out  o^ 
thofe  of  her  allies^  refpedtively -conquered  by  His  Ma  jelly's  arms.     The 
choice  between  thefe  alternatives  may  be  left  to  the  Directory ;  but  to  re- 
fufe  bothy  is  in  other  words,  to  retnfe  all  compenfation.    This  is  never- 
thdefs  exprefsly  declared  not  to  be  the  intention  of  thofe  with  whom  you 
treat.    It  b  therefore  neceffary  that  your  Lordihip  (hould  demand  from 
them  a  ilatemeBt  of  the  propofals  which,  as  they  informed  you,  they  ha\e 
to  make,  in  order  tq  do  away  this  apparent  contradiction,  which  the 
King's  fervants  a^e  wholly  unable  to  reconcile  by  any  fuggeftion  of  theirs^ 
even  if  it  were  fitting  and  reafonable  for  them  to  bring  forward  any  new 
propofals  immediately  after  the  detailed  projed  which  was  delivered  en 
the  part  of  this  country  at  the  outfet  of  the  negotiation. 

'  Smce  that  projeA  is  not  acceded  to,  we  have  evidently,  and  on  every 
pound,- a  right  to  expedl  a  counter  proje^,  equally  full  and  explicit  on 
uie  part  of  the  enemy.  You  will  therefore  date  to  the  French  Miniiten 
diftind^ly,  that  the  only  hope  of  bringing  this  bufincfs  to  a  favourable 
conclufion,  is  by  their  dating  at  once  plainly,  and  without  refervc,  the 
whole  of  what  they  have  to  aflc,  inilcad  of  bringing  forward  (cparate 
points  one  after  the  other>  not  only  contrary  to  the  avowed  principle  of  the 
negotiation  propofed  by  themielves,  but, -as  it  appears^  even  contrary  to 
the  expedbition  of  the  Minifters  therofelves  who  are  employed  on  the  part 
of  France.  There  can  be  no  pretence  for  refufing  a  compliance  with  this 
demand,  if  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  France  are  difpofed  to  forward  the 
objed  of  peace ;  and  the  obtaining  fuch  a  datement  from  them  is,  as  I 
have  before  ftated  to  your  Lordihip,  a  point  of  fo  much  imporunce,  b 
any  conrfe  which  thb  negotiation  may  take,  that  it  is  the  King's  pleafure 
that  your  Lordihip  (hould  ufe  every  poffible  endeavour  to  prevent  their 
duding  fo  juft  a  demand* 

After  what  has  pafled,  it  is,  I  fear,  very  doubtful  whether  fuch  a 
counter  projc6t  would  be  framed  on  principles  fuch  as  could  be  admitted 
here;  but  it  would  at  all  events  place  the  bufinefs  on  its  real  iffu^,  and 
bring  diftindly  into  queflion  the  feveral  points  on  which  the  conclufion  of 
peaces  or  the  prolongation  of  war,  will  really  depend. 

(Signed)        GRENVILLE. 

(No.  24.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpatcn  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  dated 

Downing-fireet,  July  20,  1797. 

My  Lord, 
There  are  two  feparate  points  on  which  it  is  neceiTary  for  me  to  fay  a  few 
^ords  to  your  Lordihip,  m  addition  to  the  inilrudlions  in  my  other  dif* 
patch  on  the  general  fubje^l  of  the  negotiation. 

The  firft  relates  to  the  aiTertion  of  one  of  the  French  Miniilers,  that  the 
Portuguefe  ihips  and  troops  were  at  Toulon.  The  fa  A  is  very  immate- 
rial as  to  ahy  conclufion  tnat  could  be  drawn  from  it,  to  affe^  the  fitua- 
tion  or  juil  claims  of  the  Court  of  Lifbon;  becaufe  your  Lordihip  weH 
knows,  that  it  is  a  principle  univerfall^  recognized  in  the  public  law  of 
•^Europe,  that  when  one  ot  the  parties,  in  a  defenfive  alliance,  iurmihes  to 
tib  aU^  the  ftiptilated  faccourti  thoCb  focconn  remaiQ  entirely  at  the  dif- 
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pofal  of  the  requitixlg  party  to  be  employed  wherever  he  {hall  jodee  proper, 
lubjc^  only  to  the  limittitions  of  the  treaty  which  before  exifted  ;  and  if 
the  amoont  of  ihofe  foccoors  15  not  increafed  beyond  that  engaged  for«  nor 
the  means  of  ufing  them  extended  by  new  facilities,  the  party  fumilh- 
ing  the  ftipalated  affiftancc  is  not  underftood  to  violate  the  laws  of  nai- 
Crality,  » 

Bat  the  fa^,  in  this  cafe,  would  not  bear  out  the  afiertioDf  even  if  the 
argument  to  be  drawn  from  it  were  more  conclufive.  The  troops  of  her 
Moft  Faithful  Majcfty  having  been,  as  I  apprehend,  nootherwife  employed 
than  in  the  two  campaigns  carried  on  by  kind,  upon  the  fouthern  part  of 
the  frontiers  of  France  and  Spain. 

The  other  point  relates  to  what  was  faid  to  yoar  Lordihip  about  the 
treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would  certainly  not  require  much  argument  to  prove 
that  the  renewal  of  feveral  treaties  enumerated  by  name  and  date,  and  the 
lateft  of  which  was  concluded  in  1783,  does  not  imply  a  renewal  of  ano* 
ther  treaty  fuppofed  to  be  concluded  in  1791.  But  what  is  more  mate* 
rial  to  the  prcfcnt  cafe  is,  that  your  Lordihip  Ihould  take  thia  opportunity 
to  explain,  in  the  mo(^  diftind^  and  unequivocal  terms,  that  if  any.fecret 
treaty  was,  in  faf^,  concluded  at  the  interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late 
Emperor  and  the  King  of  Prnflia,  (which  is,  to  fay  the  leaft,  very  doubt- 
ful in  point  of  fad),  this,  at  leali,  is  certain,  that  His  Majefty  was  no  party 
to  fuch  treaty ;  and  not  only  was  not  then  included  in  it,  but  has  neycr 
(ince  adhered  to  it,  nor  ever  been  apprized'  of 'its  contents.  The  public 
declaration  which  was  made  at  that  interview,  (hews  on  the  face  of  it  that 
His  Majefty  was  no  party  to  it ;  and  it  is,  indeed,  notorious  that  it  ap- 
plied to  circnmftances  which  were  done  away  long  before  the  war  hrolce 
out  between  Auftria  and  France,  and  that  the  lubfequent  negotiations 
for  the  maintenance  of  peace  between  thofe  powers  turned  on  points  wholly 
diftinA  from  thofe  fuppofed  to  have  been  referred  to  in  the  pretended 
treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

This  explanation,  however  little  conneAed  with  the  prefent  negotiationt 
feeins  to  be  called  ^r  by  the  allufion  made  to  you  upon  tfaefubje^k ;  and» 
indeed,  on  a  point  on  which  fo  much  mifreprefentatton  has  prevailed* 
it  is  ufeful  not  to  omit  the  opportunity  of  dating  the  fadls  as  they  reaU/ 
are,  L  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE^ 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury.  / 


(No^  25.) 

Extnfl  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenvii]e«  ^ted 

Lifle,  25th  July,  1797- 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Lordihip's  difpatches,  No.  19 
and  20,  of  the  aoth  inftant,  which  were  delivered  to  ipc  on  Saturday  the 
aid  inilant,  by  the  meffenger  Major. 

It  was  impoffible  that  the  claim  brought  forward  ia  the  note  incloied 
m  my  No.  9,  could  have  produced  on  your  Lor41hip*s  mind  any  impi^ 
fion  different  from  that  wnich  you  defcribe ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find,  that 
ihe  condufl  I  obferved,  when  it  was  firft  delivered  to  me,  was  fuch  as  put 
it  in  my  power  to  execute  with  great  confiftency  the  fpirited  inftrndtiont 
.  your  Lordihip  now  fends  me. 
^  Immediate^  on  the  arrival  of  the  mefl*enger«  I  propofed  aa  interview 

H  1 
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with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries;  and  we  met  on  Sunday  the  i^d^  at 
one  ?,M. 

I  could  not  obey  HU  Majcfty's  orders  in  a  manner  more  likely  to  com- 
mand attention,  and  to  imprcfs  thofc  who  heard  me  with  a  ju(t  fenfe  of 
the  mixture  of  firmnefs  and  moderation  with  which  His  NIajelly  wa*» 
pleaf«*d  to  conduct  this  important  negotiation,  than  by  eniploying  not 
only  the  fubltance,  but,  as  far  as  was  pradicablc  in  converfation,  the  '.cr>^ 
words  of  your  LorJQiip's  difpatch.  No,  19  ;  and  if  1  (bould  attempt  to 
,  relate  minutely  what  1  myfrlf  faid  in  this  conference,  it  would,  in  fav\ 
be  litile  more  than  a  reprtiticn  of  them. 

I  began  by  obferving,  that  1  was  certain  the  French  Pknipotentianes 
mull  be  fully  prepared  <for  what  1  now  had  it  in  command  to  fay:  I  re- 
minded them,  that  I  had  taken  upon  me  to  afHrm  when  we  were  lail 
afiembled,  and  immediately  before  I  difpatched  my  meffenger,  that  the 
requiring  fuch  a  preliminary  as  that  propufcd  in  the  note,  was  putting  an 
end  at  ORce.to  all  ncgf^tiation,  and  chat  I  was  fuce  peace  on  fuch  terms 
would  not  be  heard  of;  that  the  orders  1  was  then  about  to  communi- 
cate to  them  would  prove  that  1  had  not  made  this  afl'crtion  lightly,  or  in 
con&qocnce  of  ^ny  haily  opinion  of  my  own  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
'  would alfo  appear  that  ray  Royal  Mafter  was  hs  anxioufly  and  as  fincerely 
'  inclined  to  liUen  to  all  reafonable  and  admifTible  conditions,  as  he  was  de- 
termined to  repel  and  rejed  ail  foch  as  were  of  an  oppofite  dcfcription. 
.  I. then »  my  Lord,  took  up  my  arguments  on  the  prccife  grounds  fct  forth 
,in  your  LordHiip's  No.  19.     I  neither  omitted  any  thing,  nor  infcrted  any 
,     tmAg  of  my  own»  which  could  at  all  alter  its  fpirir ;  and  I  only  varied 
from  the  letter  inafmuch  as  was  neceffary  to  make  it  applicable  to  a  con- 
ference* 
-     .My  firft  objcft  was  to  ftate,  in *as^ forcible  a  way  as  poflible,  the  utter 
inadmifiibillty  of  the  pretenfion  fet  foFth  in  the  note^  the  frivolous  and 
.'  ifittfory  reafons  ailed ged  for  bringing  it  forward,  and  I  obferved,  that  if 
it  was  perfevered  in,  it  muft  lead  to  this  neceflary  conclufion,  that  there 
.  did  exid  when  it  was  framed  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Diredory 
\aa  bseak  QiS*  the  negotiation  in  the  oufet.     My  fecond  objc^,  in  point  of 
reafoiMng,  though  a  very  primary  one  in  point  of  importance,  was  either 
.toJpliveht  the  negotiation  breaking  olF  at  ail,  or  if  this  was  net  to  be  pre- 
vented, to  endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and^explicir  in  my  language,  and  to 
draw  the  line  fo  diftin^flly  between  fuch  facyificcs  as  Mis  Majefty  might 
be  inclined  to  make  in  order  to  rellore  fo  grvat  a  bleiirng  as  peace*  and 
thofe  to  which  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  aiul  intered  of   his  fubje^s, 
.  would  never  allow  him  to  attend,  as  to  make  it  impoflible  that  by  any  fn- 
*'  ture  c?avil  or  faUierfugc  the  interruption  of  the  treaty,  if  unforton^tdy  it 
fhould  be  interrupted,  could  be  imputed  to  any  other  caufe  than  the  exor- 
bitant demands  of  the  French  Govertunent ;  and  the  better  to  infure  thu 
pqrpoi^,  I  explained  to  them  that  His  Majefty  having  already  in  a  detailed 
p'rojct  liated  freely  and  fully  his  conditions,  and  thefe  conditions  having 
oeen  at  once  rejefted  by  a  fwceping  claim  on  the  part  of  the  French  Go- 
*  -veiT^me^t^lt  was^not  fitting  nor  reafonable,  neither  could  it  be  expected 
thai^' !any new  propofals  fhould  originate  with  His  Majefty;  and  that  on 
'  cyery- ground  the  King  had  a  right  to  exped  ^  contre-frojet  from  them, 
\  gating  at  once  plainly,  and  without  referve,  the  whole  of  what  they  had 
'  .  tp  aQcy  iudead  of  bringing  forward  feparate  points,  one  after  anotlier,  di- 
tedlly  contrary  to  the  principle  on  which  we  had  agreed  to  begin  the  ner 
^  .gptiation.  and  which,  from  their  being  infalatedj  could  only  tend  to  pro* 
trad  and  impede  iu  progrefs.    . 
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On  the  firft  point,  on  the  inadmiffibility  of  the  preliminary  conditions 
as  propofed  by  the  French  Government,  one  of  the  French  Pkuipotentian^ 
faid,  It  was  impofiihlc  for  them  to  do  more  than  to  take  it  for  reference, 
that  the  inftrudions  they  h^d  receiTed  when  the  Diredlory  fent  them 
the  note,  were  precife  and  pofitivc  ;  and  that  they  had  received  none 
fince.  He  therefore  had  on  that  point  fimply  to  requeft  of  me,  that  I 
would  (late  in  vvriuiijj  the  feveral  grounds  on  which  HigMajefty  rejeified 
this  propofition,  in  order  that  the  report  tranfmitted  by  them  to  tfce 
Dire&ory  might  be  corrcd ;  and  he  affured  mc,  that  if  1  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  arguments  I  had  ufed  to  them  in  the 
conference,  they  would  have  no  fcruple  of  employing  thofe  I  ^omitted 
in  fuch  a  way  as  was  the  bell  calculated  to  give  them  weight,  and  to  ufe 
tbt  Fremh  Mipjfltrt  own  exprtiHony  to  place  the  negotiation  once  more 
on  its  legs. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  point,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  agreeing  with 
me,  that  the  bc(l  method,  and  indeed  the  only  one,  which  c^uld  acce- 
lerate the  whole  of  the  bufinefs,  was  for  them  to  give  in  a  crnitre^priyrt^ 
neither  did  he  attempt  to  diTprove  our  perfcft  right  to  expedl  one  from 
them  before  we  made  any  new  propofals.  But  he  faid,  that  it  was  not 
ncceflary  for  him  to  obfervethat  as  long  as  they  were  bound  by  their  in- 
flni£lions  not  to  give  way  on  tlie  propofition  I  had  now  fo  decidedly 
rejc6led,  that  it  was  impofilble  for  them  to  move  a  ftep  without  new  or- 
ders from  the  Dircdory ;  that  they  would  alk  for  thefe  orders  immedi- 
ately, and  lofe  no  time  in  acquainiiiig  me  when  they  were  received. 

I  obfervcd,  that  in  our  laJt  conference  he  had  Intimated  to  me  they 
were  empowered  to  come  tofome  explanation  with  me  on  the  fubjedlof 
compenfation  to  be  made  to  His  Majcdy  for  the  great  ccflions  heju^as 
ditpofed  to  make;  that,  at  the  time,  I  conceived  thefe  explanations 
were  of  a  nature  to  qualify  the  wide  claim  dated  in  the  note,  and  tluit 
if  I  had  abiiained  from  preiUng  him  farther  at  the  moment,  it  was  from 
perceiving  a  reluAance  on  their  part  to  bring  them  forward:— Th^t, 
however,  if  they  really  had  fuch  propofals  to  make  me,  and  if  they  vircrc 
qf  a  nature  to  meet  in  fubilance  and  cii'e£i  the  balis  laid  down  in  the  {NrO- 
jet  I  had  given,  I  fhonid  be  well  difpofed  to  lifleli  to  them. 

One  of  the^  French  Min'tfters^  after  fome  hefitation,  and  a  fort 'of  (il«nt 
reference  to  one  of  his  colleagues,  faid  he  thought  aa  matters  now  fto^, 
it  would  be  much  better  to  wait  their  anfwer  from  Paris :— That  it  was 
a  very  important  period,  a  crifis  in  the  negotiation,  the  refult  of  which 
probably  would  be  conclulive  as.  to  its  fate,  and  that  it  feemed  ta  betof 
more  confcquence  to  make  this  refult  as  conformable  to  what  h<^4iO|^ 
I  was  convinced  were  as  much  their  wifhes  as  mine,  than  to  waile  <^uc 
lime  in  difcuffions  which  were  ufelefs,  not  to  fay  more,  till  this  was  af**^ 
certained. 

I  confined  myfelf  in  my  reply  to  faying,  I  had  no  objedlion  whatever 
to  giving  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  a  paper,  dating  the  ftr^g 
inotives  on  which  His  Majefty  rejc6ted  the  propofition  made  in  their 
note  of  the  15th  ;  and  that  as  I,  on  my  part,  had  confidered  it  a  duty 
to  make  my  reports  as  conciliatory  as  was  conddent  with  truth  and  cor- 
re^lnefs,  fo  I  heard  with  great  pleafure  the  aifurances  he  gave  ma  of 
their  intending  to  obferve  the  fame  line  of  condu^. 

That  as  we  feemed  perfe^ly  agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  their  pro- 
ducing a  co/itrt'Prqjet,  I  had  nothmg  to  fay  ion  that  pointy  csqpept  to  ex- 
prefs  my  moft  fiocere  wifh  that  it  would  foon  appear,  and  when  it  di4 
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appeer^  be  fuch  a  one  aa  would  lead  to  a  fpeedy  aod  fatufaflory  coQ' 
ciuiion  of  the  negotiation. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  GrenviUe. 

(No.  26.) 
Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majetty  has  tranfnr^it- 
trd  to  his  Court  the  note  which  was  delivered  to  him  the  15th  of  this 
moftth,  by  the  Minfftera  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  ;  and 
tiavtog  received  the  orders  of  the  Kingiiis  mafter,  on  this  fubjed,  he 
haftens  to  repeat  to  them,  jn  writing,  conformably  to  the  defire  which 
they  have  exprelTed  to  him,  the  following  reflexions,  which  he  had  al- 
ready dated  to  them  verbally,  in  tonfequence  of  his  moft  pofitive  in- 
ftrudions. 

He  obfcrves,  in  the  firft  place,  that  to  require  **  As  an  indifpen' 
••  fable  prclfminary  of  negotiation  for  pedce  with  England,  the  con- 
«*  fent  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  to  the  formal  reftitution  of  all  the 
«  pofleflions  which  he  occupies,  aa  well  thofe  of  the  French  Republic. 
**  as  farther  and  formally  thofe  of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  Republic,** 
"is  to  wi(h  to  eftablifh  a  previous  condition,  which  excludes  all  reci- 
procity, rffufes  to  the  King  all  cofnpenfation,  and  leaves  no  objeX 
of  ulterior  negotlallon. 

That  the  French  Republic  formally  authorized  by  its  allies  to  negoti- 
ate the  articles  of  peace  in  their  name,  cannot  fairly  fet  up  its  partial 
treaties  with  them,  m  oppofition  to  reafonable  propoials  of  peace,  fince 
it  is  univerfally  nnderftood  that  the  contraXing  parties  always  prefervc 
the  power  to  modify,  by  mutual  confcnt,  the  conditions  by  which  they 
may  be  engaged  to  each  other,  whenever  their  common  intereftt  may 
require  it  r — confequently,  the  propofitton  made  to  the  King  of  a  gene- 
ral and  gratuitous  reftitution  as  an  indifpenfable  preliminary,  would  ne* 
ceflarily  impnte  to  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  to  the  Batavian  Republic, 
Wpoijtions  far  Icfs  pacific  tban  thofe  which  animate  the  French  Re- 
public. 

That,  moreover,  in  confequence  of  what  paiTed  in  the  firft  conferen- 
ces. Lord  Malmefl>ury  has  always  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  exped 
that  the  King  his  mafter  would  find  a  compenfation  for  the  facrifices  he 
was  ready  to  make  for  peaccy  by  retaining  a  part  of  his  conquefts ;  and 
he  was  the  lefs  able  to  forefee  any  obftacle,  on  account  of  the  fecfet 
%rticlea  of  the  treaties  which  bind  the  French  republic,  as  the  principle 
of  compenfatitfn  was  acknowledged  by  a  formal  and  pofittve  declaration, 
made  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory,  and  communicated  in  an 
official  note,  dated  the  27th  of  November  1796;  a  declaration,  pofterior 
to  the  completion  of  thofe  treaties. 

It  was,  therefore,  in  order  to  remove,  as  mnch  as  pofltble,  every  dif- 
ficuky  that.  In  the  proje^l  of  a  treaty,  which  Lord  Malmeibury  has  de- 
livered to  the  MiniRers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  the 
altemative  was  left  to  France  to  fettle  this  compenfation  on  it6V)wn  pof- 
feffionsy  or  on  thofe  of  its  allies ;  but  the  abfolute  refufal  of  this  alterna« 
tive  appears  to  do  away  the  only^oflible  means  of  conciliating  every 
intereftf  and  of  arriving  at  an  honourable,  juft,  and  permanent  peace. 

Lord  Malme(bury,  perfuaded  that  fuch  cannot  be  the  inte^jtion  of  the 
French  .GoTcnuBcaty  hopesy  that  in  confequence  of  the  realbns  herein 
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dated,  a  condition  will  not  W  iiififted  tipdn^  to  which  His  Britannic 
Majciiy  can  by  no  means  confent. 

He  again  rcqucfts  the  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
public to  accept  the  afTurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

LiQc,  24th  July,  1797.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

(No.  27.) 

^«tra£l  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  GrenviUe,  dated 

Lifle,  Sunday,  Augud  6thy  1797. 

My  Lord,  ; 

I  fully  expc6^cd,  when  I  received  tlie  inclofed  note  on  Friday,  the 
confetence  propofed  was  to  acquaint  me  with  the  inllru6tions  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  had  received  from  the  Directory,  on  the  note  1  had 
given  in  near  a  fortnight  ago,  at  an  anfwer  to  that  in  which  the  reditu* 
tion  of  the  whole  of  His  Majefty's  conqueiis  from  each  of  his  enemies  is 
required  as  an  indifpenfable  preliminary  to  all  negotiation.  i 

1  was  therefore  furprized  and  difappointed,  when  I  had  taken  my 
place  at  the  conference,  tb  hear  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  that 
the  letters  they  had  received  that  morning  from  Paris  did  nat  bring  any 
fpecific  reply  to  my  laft  note,  but  only  went  to  inform  them  that  the 
Diredtory  had  taken  the  fubjedt  into  tkeir  moil  ferious  confideration, 
and  would  acquaint  them  as  foon  as  pofRble  with  the  refult. 

I  could  not  avoid  exprefiing  my  concern  and  furprize  that  there  esu 
ifted  any  hefitation  whatever  in^  the  mind  of  the  Directory  on  a  point, 
which,  although  a  very  important,  was  certainly  a  very  iimple  one  : 
That  to  allow  it  to  remain  in  doubt  whether  His  Majedy  was  to  have 
any  compcn^tion  or  not,  was  in  other  words  to  leave  it  in  doubt  whether 
the  Dire6ifc5ry  fincerely  meant  peace  or  not  ?  And  thati  although  I  was 
very  far  from  wi(hing  for  any  improper  hade,  or  not  to  move  in  a  mat- 
ter of  fuch  magnitude  with  becoming  prudence  and  deliberation,  yet  I 
could  not  forbear  lamenting  that  more  than  a  month  had  now  elapfed 
without  our  having  advanced^  fingle  dep,  notwithdanding  His  Majedy 
had,  in  the  very  outfet  of  the  negotiation,  manifeded  a  moderation  and 
forbearance  unprecedented  under  fimilar  circum dances: — That  anxiout 
as  1  was  not  to  prejudice  it  by  any  reprefentation^^  of  mine,  I  mud  fay, 
this  delay  placed  me  in  a  very  awkward  pofition,  as  I  really  did  not  ^per-* 
ceive  how  I  could  account^for  it  in  a  way  at  all  fatisfa£lory,  at  the  Ume 
time  that  it  was  quite  impoffible  for  me  to  fuffer  a  longer,  fpace  of  time 
to  pafs  over  without  writmg  to  my  Court. 

One  of  the  French  PUmpoteniiaries  ezprefled  his  earned  widt  that  I  would 
write  immediately;  he  was  confident  this  delay  would-be  feen  in  itstruo 
light ;  and  added,  **•  Si  nous  n'avan^ons  pas  a  pas  de  Geant,  j'efpere  que 
lious  marchons  d'un  pas  fur."— And  another  of  them  repeated  this 
phrafe. 

1  exprefled  my  fincere  hope  this  might  be  the  cafe,,  but  it  would  have 
been  much  better  proved  by  the  communication  of  the  counter  projet 
they  had  in  a  manner  pledged  themfelves  to  procure,  than  by  any  vague 
and  indeterminate  aflurances  of  what  might  poflibly  be  the  refult  of  the 
prefent  fufpenfion  of  all  bufinefs.  They  obferved  to  me,  that  the  counter 
proiet  would  of  courfe  be  (virtually)  contained  in  their  next  inflntfiions, 
ana  that  their  only  motive  for  wifhiDe  to  fee  me  was,  to  convince  me 
that  this  dehy  had  neither  originated  with  diem,  nor  been  occaiioned  at 


56  PARLIAMENTARY  [Ci)KMO« 

Paris  by  any  want  of  attention  to  this  importa|t  bufincfs,  or  from  anj 
canfe  not  immediately  and  clofcly  conne^hd  with  it. 

I  dcfircd  to  know  from  them  when  they  thought  it  probable  they 
(hould  receive  politivc  and  cj;p]icit  inlhufiions,  whether  in  tinee,  four, 
or  five  days  r  They  faid,  it  would  be  probably  eight  or  ten.  And  one  of 
them  obferved,  that  as  our  not  njecting  more  fiequcntly  gave  rife  to  many 
idle  rumours  and  falfc  reports,  he  would  propole  to  me,  if  1  had  no  t>h- 
je£lion,  to  meet  every  other  day  at  two  oVIock  :  *tl»al  it  was  very  poUi- 
ble  that  in  our  next  two  or  three  meetin;::s  we  iri^rlit  have  uotliin^  material 
to  fay,  but  that  we  ihould  get  better  ncquaintcd  witii  each  other,  and  in 
ouV  converfations  mutually  fuggcft  ideas  which  might  be  bf  ufc. — I  ica- 
dily  confented  to  tliis. 

I  had  a  conference  a^in  this  morninjr.  As  I  was  very  dcfirous  of 
being  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfiiip  fomc  more  fatisfadtorV  ac- 
count as  to  the  motives  of  this  delay,  I  again  preffed  the  French  Pleui- 
potentiaries  on  this  point.  Tliey  each  of  them  repeated  what  they  had 
fnid  before,  and  en  my  endeavounng  to  make  them  feel  how  impoflible 
it  v^^s  that  His  Majeily  Hiould  not  be  hurt  at  this  demur  on  fo  very  fnu- 
pic  a  point.  One  of  them  faidy  yon  ought  to  augur  favourably  from  it ; 
yT>ur  noic  was  a  refufal  to  agree  to  what  was  ftatcd  by  the  Directory  in 
their  inftrudions  to  us  as  a  fine  qua  non  :  if  the  Direflory  were  deter- 
mined to  periift  in  this  fine  qua  non,  they  would  have  faid  fo  at  once — 
**  Jc  VOU8  afTurc  qu'il  nous  auroit  promptement  renvoye  Ic  Courier," 
were  hts  words.  The  time  they  take  to  deliberate  indicates  beyond  a 
doubt  that  they  are  looking  for  fome  temperanvent,  and  it  fcarce  can  be 
doubted  that  one  will  be  round. — I  faid  1  was  well  pleafed  to  hear  him 
fay  this ;  but  that  ftill  he  muft  be  aware  that  it  would  not  be  an  eafy  talk 
for  me  to  make  my  difpatches  to-day  either  interefiing  or  fati$fu(5tory. 

Another  of  th$  French  Mlnlfiers  faid  that  he  really  believed  that  this 
Would  be  the  only  great  impediment  we  fliould  have  to  encounter,  that 
cVery  thing  would  go  on  quickly  and  fmoothly,  and  that  I  mud  ad:»it 
the  prefent  to  be  a  very  important  and  difScult  point  in  the  negotiation. 
I  agreed  with  him  entirely  as  to  its  importance,  but  could  not  acquiefce 
as  to  its  diiiiculty. 

I  am  very  forry,  my  Lord,  that  in  fuch  a  moment,  and  after  waiting 
fo  long,  I  (hould  not  be  able  to  fend  you  more  exphcit  and  decifive  afFur- 
ances;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  compel  the  French  Negotiators  to 
move  on  fafter.  All  1  can  do  is  by  my  conduct  and  language  to  take 
care  that  no  part  whatever  of  the  imputation  of  delay  (hould  attach  to 
me.  I  have,  at  every  conference  I  have  held,  always  declared  my 
readincfs  to  proceed,  and  I  (hall  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every  iiaac  we 
meet. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville,  Sec.  &c.  4cc. 

(No.  28.) 

Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaiies  to  Lord  Malmefbtiry. 

The  Minifleis  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  will  he  happy 
to  have  an  opportuiiity  of  convorfing  for  a  few  minutes  with  Lord 
MalmcfKt:rv  ;  and  tlay  have  in  confequence  the  honour  of  propofing  to 
him  c<)  meet  them  at  two  oMock  to-day,  or  at  any  hour  which  may  be 
more  coavemeat  to  him,  and  which  he  ivill  luive  the  goodncU  t^ 
appoint* 
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They  rpnew,  with  plcafurc,  to  Lord  Melmefbuty  the  afllirances  of 
their  hi^h  confidcration. 

(Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR. 
Lifle,  i-r  Thcrmidor,  HUGUES  B.  MARET. 

5th  year  of  the  Republic,  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the 

Aug.  4,  1797.  Legation  of  the  RepubUc. 

Aug.  4,  1797. 

(No.  29.) 

Extrafl  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 

Liflei  Auguil  14,  ^797* 

My  Lord,  • 

Id  confcquence  of  the  refolution  we  had  come  to,  to  meet  on  the 
days  of  the  arrival  of  the  poft  from  Paris,  our  conferences  for  this  laft 
iveek  have  taken  place  regularly  every  other  morning,  except  on  TUurf- 
day  the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  being  the  anniverfary  of  one  of  their 
national  feliivals  the  French  Legation  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine.  No.  17,  given  your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  every 
thing  which  p^ifcd  in  thefe  conferences,  up  to  that  of  the  6th.  On 
the  8tb  nothing  was  fa  id  at  all  worth  tranfmitting,  except  an  intimation 
flung  out  by  otu  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries^  that  it  would  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  into  confideration  the  rights  of  neutral  nations  on  this 
occasion.  But  as  he  fpoke  very  vaguely,  and  in  general  terms,  I  did 
not  choofe  to  prefs  him  for  an  explanation,  as  I  confider  it  more  judi* 
ctous  to  avoid  dilcuilions  on  feparate  and  collateral  points,  and  not  to 
enter  into  negotiation  till  the  whole  can  be  brought  under  deliberation 
at  once. 

What  pafled  on  the  I2lh  was  rather  more  interefting.  The  return  of 
Mr.  Wcilcy  afforded  me  a  very  natural  opportunity  of  cxprefling  the 
impatience  with  which  an  anfwcr  to  my  laii  note  was  expected  l^  my 
Court;  that  three  weeks  had  now  elapfed  fmce  its  tranfmiffion.  and 
that  although  I  by  no  means  wiOied  to  infinnate  that  due  attention  had 
not  been  paid  to  fo  very  important  a  fubje£l  as  that  on  which  we  were 
treating,  yet  I  could  not  but  greatly. lament,  that  day  after  day  (hould 
be  allowed  to  pais  away  without  our  proceeding  at  all  in  the  great  bufi- 
ncis  for  which  we  were  nut.  One  oj  the  French  Aliuijiers  fajd,  that  it 
was  iinpoflible  I  could  lament  this  delay  more  than  they  did ;  that  they 
had  already  declared  to  me  that  it  was  occafioncd  by  a  vvifh  not  to  create 
but  to  remove  dilRcnltics;  and  they  could  afTure  mc  pofitlvely,  that  the 
French  Govcrnm**nt  had  no  other  objeft  in  view,  and  that  I  should  find, 
when  onccwc  began  fairly  to  negotiate,  we  (hould  proceed  very  rapiuly. 

i  replied  it  was  indeed  very  material  to  make  gocd  the  time  we  had 
loft.  The  French  Mtnijier  aniwercd.  yon  would  not  call  it  time  loft  if 
you  knew  how  it  ^as  employed.  On  my  exprcffin^,  by  my  manner,  a 
v^nfti  to  be  infonued,  he  went  on,  by  fav  i.ig,  we'  will  not  fcruple  to  tell 
you,  though  we  feel  we  ought  not  yet  to  do  it  ol!iv:(a!ly,  iliat  we  are 
conliilting  with  our  allies;  that  we  have  communicatLd  lo  them  all  that 
Las  palled  here;  wc  have  ftatrd  that,  unlefs  they  mean  to  continue  the 
war,  they  tnuft  releafe  us  from  our  engagements,  and  enable  us,  to  a 
ccnain  degree,  to  meet  your  propo;all 

The  conference  of  to-day  is  this  moment  over.  One  of  the  French 
PUhipoientiariis  informed  me,  that  he  had  received  this  morning  a  letter 
from  the  Hrcfidcnt  of  the  Dire  :lory,  affuring-  him  that  in  i-)\ir  or  five 
days  they  would  receive  their  final  inilrudionsj  and  he  added  of  him- 
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fclfy  that  he  tntfled  thefc  would  be  fuch  as  would  enable  us  to  continue 
our  work  without  any  farther  interruption.  I  faidy  I  hoped  thefe  in- 
ilru6lions  would  be  in  fubftance  a  counter  projedl,  as  L  did  not  fee 
how  any  thing  fhort  of  one  could  enable  us  to  proceed  fo  rapidly  as  he 
defcribed.  He  agreed  with  me  entirely,  and  afTured  md,  that  both  be 
&n4  his  colleagues  had  repeatedly  ftated  the  neceility  of  a  counter  projed 
being  fent  them;  and  he  obferved,  that  he  really  thought  the  French 
Government  might  have  forefeen  every  thing  which  had  puffed,  and  been 
prepared  with  one;  and  that  this  would  have  faved  a  great  deal  of 
valuable  time.  As  I  could  not  myfelf  have  faid  more,  I  readily  gave  a 
full  aflent  to  what  I  heard. 

(No.  30.) 

txtrafl  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  dated 

Downing  Street,  Auguft  19,  1797. 

» 

An  expreilion  mentioned  in  one  of  your  Lord  (hip's  lad  difpatchesto 
have  fallen  from  one  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  leads  to  the  pre- 
fumptlon  that  is  intended,  on  the  part  of  France,  to  bring  forward  fome 

Eipofal  about  the  navigation  of  neutral  powers  in  time  of  war.  Your 
rdfhip  will  belt  judge  of  the  proper  opportunity  of  cxpreffing  His 
Majefty's  decided  and  unalterable  refolution  on  this  point,  not  to  admit 
of  any  propofal  for  treating  with  his  enemies  on  the  fubje^i  of  the 
rights  or  claims  of  neutral  powers. 

The  only  other  remark  with  which  I  have  to  trouble  your  Lordfliip 
by  this  mefTen^er,  relates  to  an  expreflion  in  the  late  meflage  of  the 
Diredlory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  which,  if  literally  taken, 
conveys  an  accufation  againil  His  Majedy's  Government,  that  fome 
delay  has  arifen  on  the  part  of  this  country  in  the  negotiations  at  Liile. 
This  is  fo  avowedly  contrary  to  the  fa^,  that  it  muft  be.  confidercd  as 
impodible  that  fuch  a  charge  could  be  intended  ta  be  made  by  a  Govern- 
inent  which  had  at  that  moment  delayed  for  rhree  weeks  making  any 
anfwer  to  His  Majefty's  diftin6l  and  liberal  propofals  fff  peace,  and 
whofe  Plenipotentiaries  were  daily  apologizing  to  your  Lordfhip  for  this 
unbecoming,  and  as  they  almoft  confcls,  unaccountable  delay;  hut  as 
the  point  is  too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed,  it-is  the  King's  pleafure 
that  your  Lordfhip  Hiould  prefent  a  note,  remarking  upon  the  fenfe  to 
which  thefe  words  arc  liable,  exprelfing  your  perfuafion  that  fuch  cannot 
be  the  intention  with  which  they  were  ufed,  but  afking  on  the  part  of 
your  Court  an  explanation  to  that  effedt,  which  cannot  be  refufed  with- 
out a  violation  of  every  thing  which  truth  and  jullice  require  on  fuch  an 
occa|ion. 

(No.  31.) 

ExtraA  from  the  Meffage  of  the  French  DireAory  to  the  Council  of 

Five  Hundred,  Auguft  9,  1797. 

In  fhort,  this  caufe  is  in  the  fame  defpondency  in  which  all  good 
citizens,  and  particularly  the  defenders  of  the  country  are,  at  feeing 
deferred  at  the  very  moment  when  its  condufion  was  thought  to  be 
near  at  hand,  and  after  having  l>ought  it  with  fo  much  blood  and  fo 
much  fuffcring — z  definitive  peace,  which  the  heads  of  the  vanquifhed 
coalition  at  length  folicited  in  good  eameft,  when  its  conclufion  was 
cxpeAcd,  and  which  a  Government  friendly  to  humanity,  were  ftill 
more  earnefl;  to  conclude :  when,  all  on  a  fudden,  buoyed  up  with  new 
hopes,  reckoning  upon  a  general  diffolution  of  the  Govemmentt  by  the 
Ming  of  its  fiaanccsi  upon  iu  de&ru&ioS|  vpoa  the  death  or  baniih* 
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ment  of  itsbraveft  ^eieralsy  and  upon  the  dlfperfion  and  lofs  of  its  anniet, 
thefe  very  fame  coalefced  powers  have  thrown  as  much  delay  into  the 
negotiations)  as  they  bad  fhewn  anxiety  to  bring  them  to  an  end. 

(No.  32.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmeibury  to  Lord  GrenviIIe»  dated 

Liflcy  Auguil  22,  1797- 
My  Lordy 

In  ray  conference  of  this  moming,  T  took  an  'opportunity  of  remark* 
ing  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  very  unfair  and  extraordinary 
aflertion  which  had  appeared  in  the  melTage  ot  the  9th  inflanty  from  the 
Directory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  viz :  **  que  les  PuifFances 
('  coalifees  ont  mis  autant  de  Lenteur  dant  les  negotiations^  qn'ellet 
"  avoient  montre  de  l*Ardeur  pour  les  terminer."  I  obferved  to  them, 
that  I  had  orders  from  my  Court  to  a(k  aprccife  explanation,  whether  this 
accufation  of  delay  was  meant  to  apply  to  the  manner  in  which  His 
Majcfty  had  conducted  the  negotiation  at  Lifle,  and  if  it  was  fo  meant, 
to  declare  that  no  accufation  was  ever  more  deftitute  of  foundation,  nor 
a  wider  deviation  from  the  realiad.  I  faid  I  was  perfe6lly  ready  to  abide 
by  their  determination  on  this  point,  convinced  that  it  was  impofllble 
Ibr  them  not  to  acknowledge  that  the  delay  (if  there  had  been  any 
blameable  delay)  relied  with  the  French  Government  and  not  with  His 
Majefty.  The  French  Plenipotentiaries  admitted  this  to  be  moil  ilridlly 
true;  that  the  phrafe  I  had  quoted  was  an  ill-judged  one,  and  maireds" 
gie;  but  that  it  could  not  in  any  point  of  view  whatever  be  confirued' 
as  applying  to  England,  and  they  were  ready  to  fay,  that  when  it  was 
written,  the  DireSory  alluded  folely  to  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  that  they 
could  aflure  me  they  had  been  very  faithful  in  their  reports,  and  that 
when  they  faid  this  it  was  faying  in  other  words  that  I  had  carried  on  the 
negotiation  with  as  much  expedition  as  poflible,  and  that  if  it  had  pro« 
ceeded  (lowly  for  this  lad  month,  the  flownefs  arofe  on  their  fide  and 
not  on  mine. 

I  faid  I  could  not  for  an  inilant  call  in  queftion  their  feelings  on  this 
point ;  it  was  an  infmuatton  conveyed  in  the  melFage,  and  which  had 
gone  over  Europe,  that  it  was  neceifary  for  me  to  clear  up,  and  to  know 
whether  the  Diredlory  thought  and  felt  as  they  did.  Oru  of  the  French 
Mtnj/ieri,  with  very  ftrong  expreflions,  aflured  me  the  Direflory  cer- 
tainly did  think  and  feel  like  them ;  that  no  unfair  or  infidious  aUufion 
was  meant,  and  added,  "  que  ce  mefla^e  ctoit  fait  pour  flimuler  les 
**  Confcils."  I  went  on  by  obferving  it  was  very  eflential  for  me  to 
have  this  fully  explained,  and  that  I  (hould  give  them  in  a  note  to  this 
cfFed;  they  requefted  I  would  not,  it  would  lead  to  difagreeable  difcuf« 
Sons,  and  would  not  anfwer  the  end  I  propofcd.  They  would  tak^ 
upon  themfelves  notu  to  affure  me  in  the  name  of  the  Dire6lory,  that 
nothing  at  all  fimilar  to  the  conflnidlion  I  put  on  the  phrafe  was  in- 
tended, and  that  as  foon  they  could  receive  an  anfwer  to  the  report  they 
(hould  malce  of  to-day's  converfatioR,  they  would  lay  the  fame  from  tho 
DircAory  itfelf. 

I  hope,  mj  Lord,  1  have,  therefore,  by  obtaining  this  very  predfe 
and  formal  di&vowal  of  an  intention  to  fix  any  imputation  of  delay  on 
HisMajeily's  Government,  fulfilled  the  objed  of  my  inftru£lions  on  this 
particular  point.  If  when  ths  French  Plenipotentiaries  fpeak  from  the 
DireAory  the  difavowal  (hould  not  be  equally  fatisfaAory  and  complete^ 

I    2 
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I  then  will  not  fail,  according  to  your  Lord(hip*s  order,  to   give  m 
a  note. 

Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Grenvillc.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

(No.  33.) 

Extra6l  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenvillc,  dated 

Liflc,  Auguft  22, 1797. 

The  four  conferences  I  have  held  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
ftnce  I  laft  wrote  to  your  Lordfhip  on  the  14th  inftant,  will  not,  I  fear, 
fumifh  very  intcrelling  materials  for  a  difpatch. 

Our  conference  of  this  morning  was  principally  employed  in  what  I 
have  related  in  my  other  difpatch ;  but  the  French  Plenipotentiarica 
aifured  me,  that  by  Thurfday,  or  at  the  latcft  by  Saturday,  they  ex- 
pe6ted  to  receive  their  long-cxpcfted  mefTcngcr. 

(No.  34.) 

£xtra£i  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenvillc,  dated 

Lifle,  Auguft  29,  1797. 

1  am  extremely  forry  to  be  forced  to  announce  to  your  Lordftup, 
that  frefh  delays  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation. 

The  French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me  at  our  conference  yef- 
tcrday,  that  the  laft  anfwer  from  Holland  wasfo  un  fat  is  factory,  that  the 
Directory  had  ordered  the  MIniftcr  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  return  it  to 
the  Dutch  Minifters  at  Paris;  that  the  Dutch  Minifters  could  nut  take 
upon  themfelves  to  alter  it  in  the  way  the  Directory  propofed,  but  had 
,  been  obliged  to  refer  to  tjicir  Government  for  new  orders;  and  that 
therefore,  fuppofing  no  time  to  be  loft  in  deliberation  on  this  fubjeft  at 
the  Hague,  it  would  be  at  leaft  a  week  from  to-day  before  any  farther 
account  could  be  received  here. 

After  lamenting  this  unexpected  procraftination  of  our  bufinefs,  I 
expreifed  a  wifti  to  know  what  the  Dutch  anfwer  had  been,  what  ob« 
je&ions  the  Directory  had  made  to  it,  and  the  alteration  they  were  de- 
iirous  it  ihould  undergo. 

Ong  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  faid,  it  had  not  been  communicated 
to  them,  but  that  he  underftood  it  was  complexes  louche  et  pra  fatisfaifante, 
— ^That  the  Directory  expected  it  ftionld  be  clear  and  diitinCt,  and  fuch 
an  one  as  would  enable  them  to  fend  fuch  inftrudtions  here,  as  would 
91II0W  U8  to  go  on  with  the  negotiation  in  a  way  to  recover  the  time  we 
bad  loft. 

(No.  ,35.) 

Extmfi  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grcnville,  dated 

LiHe,  September  5,  1797. 
My  Lord, 
I  ihould  have  confidered  what  has  palTcd  in  our  conferences  (ince  I  laft 
"had  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordftiip  by  Mr.  Wefley,  as  in  itfelf 
too  unimportant  to  authorize  me  to  difpatch  a  meffenger,  but  that  ii 
general  1  think  it  my  duty  never  to  leave  your  Lordfhip  more  than  a 
vreek  without  hearing  from,  me ;  and  I  was  alfo  glad  of  an  opportunity 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordftiip's  difpatch,  No.  23,  which 
was  delivered  to  me  by  the  meflenger  Shaw  on  the  3'tft  Auguft,  at 
Id  p.  M. 
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Nothing  but  common  conyerfation  pafl«d  in  our  conferences  of  the 
30th  of  Avguil  and  of  the  ill  of  September.  In  that  of  the  3d  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  confirmed  what  they  had  taken  upon  thcra- 
felves  to  aiTure  me  on  the  izd  Auguft,  in  conlVquence  of  the  reprefen- 
tation  1  had  your  Lordfhip's  orders  to  make  on  th^exprelllons  employed 
by  the  Direftory  in  their  mcfTage  of  the  9th  Aiigull  to  the  Courtcilst 
and  which  cxpreHions  appeared  to  fix  an  imputation  of  delay  on  His 
Majcfty's  Government  in  the  proprrcfs  of  the  negotiation".  They  fald 
that  they  had  reported  to  the  Diredtory  what  I  obfervcd  on  this  fubjed^i 
and  that  they  were  now  charged  to  repeat  what  I  had  already  heard 
from  them,  and  to  declare  that  no  intention  fimilar  to  that  I  fuppofed 
tver  exifted  on  the  part  of  the  Diredtory. 

In  our  conference  of  xUU  morning,  although  I  had  reafon  to  expedl 
that  the  anfwer  from  the  Hague  was  arrived  at  Paris,  yet  it  was  not 
admitted  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

(No.  36.) 

Extradi  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 

Lide,  9th  September,  1797. 

I  need  not  fay  that  the  two  conferences  which  have  been  held  fince  I 
difpatched  the  meiTcnger  (Brooks)  were  not  likely,  under  the  prefent 
circumilances  of  this  country,  to  afford  any  thing  extremely  important 
or  intereftiijff. , 

In  that  of  Thurfday  the  7th,  one  of  the  French  Pletilpotenttariet  began, 
•n  my  entering  the  room,  by  announcing  a  wifh  that  the  great  event 
which  had  taken  place  at  Paris  fhould  not  interrupt  for  a  long  time  our 
negotiation,  or  dcftroy  the  pleafing  profpefl  we  had  of  its  foon  termi- 
nating fuccefsfully ;  and  from  his  manner  I  clearly  faw  he  meant  to 
convey  the  idea  that  it  was  his  opinion  it  would  not.  I  endeavoured  to 
difcover  whether  he  fpoke  in  confequence  of  any  private  intelligence  he 
had  received  from  Paris,  or  fimply  from  his  own  private  judgement,  and 
I  found  it  was  entirely  from  the  latter. 

In  our  conference  of  this  morning,  he  faid  they  were  ftill  without  any 
letters  from  M.  Talleyrand  (which  rather  furprifed  him);  but  he  could 
afFure  me  tuiih  certatntyy  that  by  Monday  they  fhould  be  empowered  to 
go  on  with  the  negotiation,  and  that  I  might  fafely  fay  fo  to  my 
Court. 

(No.  37.) 

£stra6l  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  dated 

Downing  Street,  Sept.  11,  1797. 

Your  Lordfhip's  difpatchcs  by  the  meifenger,  Shaw,  were  received 
here  this  morning. 

It  would  be  premature  in  the  prefent  moment,  to  enter  into  any  rea- 
bning  on  the  effed  which  the  extraordinary  events  at  Paris  may  be  ex- 
wAed  to  have  on  the  important  negotiation  with  which  your  Lordfhip 
IS  charged.  A  very  few  days  muU  now  probably  (hew,  in  the  moft 
ttoequivocal  manner,  what  are  the  views  which  are  entertained  by  the 
now  predominant  party  at  Paris,  refpe6^ing  the  queilion  of  peace  or 
war  with  Great  Britain:  and  it  becomes  His  Majelly's  Government  to 
wait  the  event  with  the  fame  defire  for  accommodation  on  reafonable 
terms,  and  the  fame  firronefs  with  refpe6i  to  undue  and  infulting  de- 
mands, which  has  aduated  every  part  of  the  condudl  held  by  your 
Lordihip, 
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(No.  3«.) 

Copy  o(  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenvilley  dated 

Lifle,  Monday,  Sept.  1I9  179^- 

My  Lordy  .  ;  . 

On  my  going  to  the  conference  this  morning,  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries informed  me  that  the  whole  French  Legation  was  recalled, 
and  that  Mcffrs.  Trcilhard  and  Bonnier  d*Alco  were  appointed  in  their 
room.  They  faid,  their  orders  were  to  communicate  this  ere nt  to  me 
immediately,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  add,  yi  the  name  of  the  French 
Government, ^hat  this  alteration,  in  llic  chc»ice  of  the  Negotiators, 
would  not  produce  any  whatever  in  the  difpofition  of  the  Directory,  to 
bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy  iffue. 

I  affured  them  I  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  that  they  were  recalled. 
That  we  had  hitherto  a Acd  together  fo  cordially,  that  it  was  to  be  la- 
mented any  circumftances  had  arifen  which  made  the  French  Government 
think  it  advtfeable  to  put  the  negotiation  into  other  hands. 

That  I  received  with  fatisfafticm  what  they  told  me  as  to  the  fentimenti 
nanifefted  by  the  Dire^ory,  relative  to  the  negotiation,  and  that  I  could 
afiure  them,  they  were  fuch  as  certainly  cxiftcd  in  the  breaft  of  my  Royal 
Matter. 

I  then  fuggefied  to  them,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  give  me 
an  official  note  on  this  occafion,  fince  it  made  a  very  marked  period  in , 
the  negotiation  ;  and  as  they  perfedlly  agreed  with  me  on  the  propriety 
of  this,  they  fcnt  me  that  I  now  enclofe. 

I  confider  this  event  as  fo  material,  that  I  do  Mot  lofe  a  moment  in 
difpatching  one  of  my  fervants  to  England,  as  I  have  at  prefent  no  mef- 
fenger  with  me.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

(No.  39») 
Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord  Mai  me/bury. 

The  Minillers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  the  houonr 
to  inform  Lord  Malmefhury  that  they  have  received  by  this  day's  poll, 
a  decree  of  the  Executive  Directory,  fignifying  their  recall,  and  the  no- 
mination of  Citizens  Treilhard  and  Bonnier  to  fucceed  them,  and  to 
continue  the  negotiations  entered  upon  with  England. 

The  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  fending  tt)  the  underfigned  Mi- 
nifters  Plenipotentiary  this  decree  of  the  Directory,  of  the  tind  of  this 
month,  orders  them  to  wait  the  arrival  of  their  fuccefTors.  It  alfo  di- 
redks  them  to  inform  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  that  the  change  of  the  Negotiators  does  not  carry  with  it  any 
change  in  the  difpofition  of  the  Diredlory,  with  regard  to  the  negotiatioo. 
.  The  Miniilers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  the  honour 
to  renew  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the  affut;ance8  of  their  high  confideration* 

Lifle,  ac  Frudidor,        (Signed)        LE  TOURNEUR. 
Sth  year  of  the  Republic,  HUGUES  B.  M  ARET. 

Sept.  1 1,  1797.  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Leg. 

(No.  40.) 

Note.— From  Lord  Malmefbury  ^to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Minilter  Plenipotentiary  of  Hi$  Britannic  Majefly  has  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the  MiiUKersFleiiip.oteQti« 
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ary  of  the  French  Republic  have  addrefled  to  him,  communicating  the 
decree  of  the  Executive  Dircftory,  which  fignifies  their  recall  and  the 
nomination  of  the  Miniilers  deftined  to  fucceed  them,  and  to  continue 
the  negotiations  already  commenced.  He  receives  at  the  fame  time  with 
fatisfaaion,  and  will  tranfroit  without  delay  to  his  Court,  the  afltirance 
that  this  change  of  the  Negotiators  does  not  bnng  with  it  any  change 
in  the  difpofition  of  the  Dire6lory  as  to  the  negotiation. 
'  Lord  Malmefbury,  in  thanking  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
French  Republic  for  this  communication,  begs  them  to  be  perfuadedof 
his  perfonal  regret  on  account  of  their  departure,  and  to  accept  the  af- 
furances  of  his  high  confideratiun. 

Liflc,  Sept.  12,  1797.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 

(No.  41.) 

£xtra£i  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville,  dated 

Lifle,  17th  September,  1797. 

My  Lord, 

The  new  French  Plenipotentiaries,  Meffrs.  Trcilhard  and  Bonnier 
d'Alco,  with  their  principal  Secretary  M.  Derche,  and  two  private  Se- 
cretaries, arrived  here  at  five  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Wednefday  the  1 3th  inr 
ftant,  at  eleven  A.  M.  they  fent  M.  DercKe  to  acquaint  me  with  their 
arrival,  and  to  enquire  at  what  hour  I  would  receive  their  vifit.  la 
confequence  of  my  faying  whenever  it  was  convenient  to  them,  they 
came  immediately,  attended  by  Meflrs.  Le  Tourneur,  Maret,  and 
Colchem         ,  , 

On  taking  leave,  M.  Le  Tourneur  came  forward  and  faid  to  me,  in 
his  name  and  that  of  his  colleagues,  that  they  could  not  terminate  their 
miffion  without  exprefiing  the  fatisfadion  they  had  felt  from  the  open«- 
nefs  and  candour  (Loyaute  et  Franchife)  with  which  I  had  a6ted  during 
the  whole  of  the  negotiation,  or  take  leave  of  me,  without  expreffing 
their  (incere  perfonal  regrets;  that  the  recollection  of  my  conduA  would 
always  be  agreeable  to  them,  and  that  it  had  given  me  the  ftrongefl  title 
to  their  efteem  and  good  wifhes. 

After  giving  the  new  Plenipotentiaries  as  much  time  as  was  neceflary 
to  return  to  their  own  houfe,  I  fent  Mr.  Rofs  to  aflc  at  what  hour  I 
might  return  their  vifit ;  and,  in  confequence  of  their  anfwer,  I  went 
to  them,  attended  by  Lord  Morpeth  and  Mr.  Ellis. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  returning  the  compliment  M,  Le  Tourneur 
had  made  me }  and  I  muft  in  juftice  repeat,  my  Lord,  what  I  have  al- 
ready laid,  that  his  conduct  and  that  of  his  colleagues  has,  in  every  poiat 
which  has  depended  on  them,  been  perfe£Uy  fair  and  honourable,  and  in 
no  inftance  contrary  to  the  principles  they  announced,  and  the  profef* 
fions  they  made.  It  is  therefore  impoilible  for  me  not  to  regret  themi 
and  not  to  confider  the  change  of  Negotiators  at  leaft  as  a  very  unpleafantf 
if  not  a  very  unfortunate  incident. 

(No.  4a.) 

Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  Lord  Grenville^ 
dated  Lifle,  17th  September  1797. 

My  Lord, 
I  ihaU  endeavour  in  this  difpatch  to  give  your  Lordfhip  as  circuih* 
ftantial  an  account  a9  my  memory  will  dHovr  me  to  do,  of  what  has 
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ptfled  in  the  two  confereoces  I  have  held  with  the  new  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after  communicating  to  me  the  arrctc  of 
the  Directory  appointing  them  to  fucceed  MefTeurs  Le  Tourneur  and 
Maret,  and  empowering  them  to  continue  the  negotiation  with  me,  one 
ofihem  began  by  making  the  ftrongefl  aflurances  of  the  fmcere  defire  en* 
tertained  by  the  Dire^ory  for  peace.  He  obferved,  that  if  this  defirc 
had  manifefted  itfelf  fo  ftrongly  at  a  moment  when  the  two  great  au- 
thorities of  the  country  were  at  variance,  it  muil  naturally  become 
ftronger  and  be  exerted  with  more  effe£l  when  all  fpirit  of  diviiion  was 
fwpprefled  and  a  hen  the  Government  was  ftrengt!iened  by  the  perfect 
concord  which  now  reigns  between  all  its  branches  :  that  the  firft  and 
moil  material  point  to  be  ascertained  in  every  negotiation  was  the  ex- 
tent of  the  full  powers  with  which  the  negotiators  are  veiled  ;  that  I 
ihould  find  theirs  to  be  very  ample  ;  and  that,  as  it  was  necefiary  to  the 
foccefs  of  our  dlfcuifions  that  mine  fhould  be  equally  fo,  they  had  it  in 
command  to  prefent  a  note,  the  object  of  which  was  to  inquire,  whether 
I  was  authorized  to  treat  on  the  principle  of  a  general  reditutionof  every 
pofFefiion  remaining  in  His  Majedy's  hands,  not  only  belonging  to  themj 
but  to  their  allies ;  that  I  was  not  unacquainted  with  their  laws  and  with 
their  treaties ;  that  a  great  country  could  not  on  any  occafion  a6t  in 
contradi£tion  to  them  ;  and  that,  aware  as  I  muft  be  oi  this,  I  could  not 
but  expedl  the  queliion  contained  in  the  note,  neither  could  I  conceive' 
the  requiiition  of  an  explicit  anfwer,  previous  to  entering  upon  the  ne- 
gotiation, ^as  arifing  from  any  other  motive  than  that  of  the  mod  perfe^ 
wifh,  on  the  part  of  the  Directory,  to  bring  it  to  a  fuccefsful,  and,  above 
all,  to  a  fpeedy  conclu fit m. 

1  replied,  that  if  after  what  I  heard  I  could  allow  myfelf  to  hope  for 
fuch  an  eveat  as  he  feemed  to  think  probable,  or  gxvc  Any  credit  to  the 
pacific  difpofitions  he  announced  on  the  part  of  the  French  Government, 
inch  hope  muil  arife  folely  from  the  confidence  I  might  place  in  his  af- 
fu ranees  ;  fince  the  meafure  itfelf  now  adopted  by  the  Diredtory  was 
certainly  calculated  to  make  a  diredlly  contrary  impfeflion  on  my  mind; 
that  I  could  not  conceal  from  him,  that  far  from  expelling  fuch  a  quef- 
tion,  its  being  now  put  furprized  me  beyond  meafure,  and  Hill. more  fo» 
when  from  his  comment  upon  it  1  was  to  infer,  that  he  wifhed  me  to 
confider  it  as  tending  to  promote  a  fpeedy  pacification  :  that  the  quef- 
tion  expreifed  in  the  note  he  had  delivered  (for  be  had  given  it  to  me, 
and  I  had  read  it  over  as  he  ended  his  fpeech)  was  word  for  word  the 
fame  as  that  put  to  me  by  his  predeceflbrs  fo  long  ago  as  the  14th  July ; 
that  on  the  15th  I  had,  from  my  own  authority,  giveri  an  anfwer,  and 
that  this  anfwer  I  confirmed  fully  and  diiUndly  by  order  of  my  Court  on 
the  24th  July ;  that  thefe  notes  had  to  the  prefent  hour  remained  un- 
noticed, and  a  delay  of  two  months  had  occurred  ;  that  the  reafons  af- 
figned  for  thia  delay  were,  as  I  was  repeatedly  told,  a  decided  refolution 
on  the  part  of  the  French  Government  to  liften  to  the  reafonable  propo* 
fals  made  by  His  Majefty  ;  but  that  being  bound  by  their  engagements 
with  the  Court  of  Madrid  and  the  Batavian  Republic,  and  wiihing  to 
treat  their  allies  with  due  confideration,  they  were  defirous  of  confulting 
with  them  previous  to  any  pofitive  declaration,  and  obtaining  from  them 
a  voluntary  releafe  from   thofe  engagements  fufficient  to  enable  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  here  to  admit  the  bafis  His  Majefiy  had  efta- 
blifiied,  and  to  ground  on  it  all  future  difcuIEoos  which  might  arife  in 
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the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  ;  'that  if  he  had  read  over  the  papers  left^ 
undoubtedly,  in  his  pofTcflion  by  hii  predeceflbrs,  he  would  Bnd  what  I 
ftated  to  be  ftridiy  true ;  and  that  of  courfe  it  could  not  be  difficult 
to  account  for  my  furprize,  wh^n,  after  being  told  that  he  and  his  col« 
leagues  were  to  take  up  the  negotiation  precifely  were  they  found  it,  it 
now  became  evident  that  it  was  to  be  flung  back  to  the  very  point  from 
which  we  llaited*  and  flung  back  in  a  way  which  Teemed  to  threaten  a 
conclufion  very  different  from  that  he  foretold. 

I  (hall  not  attempt  to  follow  the  French  Mintfler  through  the  very  ela- 
borate and  certainly  able  fpeech  he  made  in  reply,  with  a  view  to  con-  ' 
vincc  me  that  the  inauiry  into  the  extent  of  my  full  powers  was  the 
flrongeft  proof  the  Dire&ory  could  furnifli  of  their  pacific  intention,  and 
the  fhurtcd  road  they  could  take  to  accomplifh  the  dsflred  end.     It  was 
in  order  to  give  adlivity  to  the  negotiation,  (a8iver  was  his  word,)  and 
to  prevent  its  (lagnating,  that  this  demand  wa>5  made  fo  fpeciflcally ;  and 
he  intimated  to  me,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  the  Directory  to  proceed 
till  a  full  and  fatisfadlory  anfvver  had  been  given  to  it,     I  interrupted 
him  here,  by  fayin?,  their  manner  of  adding  appeared  to  me  calculated 
to  decide  the  negotiati(^n  at  once,  not  to  give  it  ad^ivity,  flnce  it  muft  be 
known,  I  could  not  have  powers  of  the  dcfcription^he  alluded  to :  and  even 
fuppoilng  I  had,  the  admitting  it  would  be  in  fa<^  neither  more  nor  lefs 
than  a  complete  avowal  of  the  principle  itfelf,  which  once  agreed  on, 
nothing^  would  be  left  to  negotiate  about.     The  other  French  Flenif>oten^ 
tiary  interpofed  here,  by  faying,  that  nvould  not  be  the  cafe\  many  articles 
'o/ouid  Jlill  remain  to  be  propofecl^  and  many  pointt  for  important  dtfcuffion* 
I  {aid,  every  word  I  heard   fcemed  to  prefent  frefli  difnculties.     With- 
out replying  to  me,  the Jirjl-mentioned  Minifter  went  on  by  endeavouring 
to  prove,  that  the  avowal  of  having  powers  to  a  certain  extent,  did  not 
imply  the  neceflity  of  exercifing  them  ;  that  it  was  the  avowal  alone  for 
which  they  contended,  in  order  to  determine  at  once  the  form  the  ne- 
gotiation was  to  take ;  that  the  note,  and  the  time  prefcribed  in  it» 
were  in  confequence  of  the  moft  pofitive  orders  from  the  Directory ; 
and  that  if  I  drew  from  it  a  conclufion  different  from  the  alFurances  thej 
had   made  me  in  the  name  of  the  Diredtc^y,  I  did  not  make  the  true 
infereace.     I  replied,  that  although  the  prefcribing  the  day  on  which 
the  queftion  was  put  to  me  as  the  term  wjthin  which  I  was  to  give  mf 
anfwer  to  it,  waS'both  a  very  unufual  and  abrupt  mode  of  proceeding* 
yet  as  a  day  was  much  more  than  fufScient  for  the  purpofe,*  I  fliould 
forbear  making  any  particular  remark  on  this  ctrcumuance ;  that  as  to 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  pofitive  manner  in  which  they  ap* 
peared  to  maintain  the  queftion  put  to  me,  I  really  ^ould  not  make  it 
diSierent  from  that  I  had  already  exprefled  :  that  the  reverting,  after  an 
interval  of  two  months,  to  a  queffion  already  anfwered,  and  which  quef- 
tion involved  the  fate  of  the  negotiation,  certainly  could  not  be  confi-   • 
dered  as  wearing  a  very  conciliatory  appearance.     That  in  regard  to  my. 
anfwer,  it  could  not  be  different  from  that  I  had  given  before  :  that  my 
full  powers,  which  were  in  their  hands,  were  as  extenfive  as  any  could 
be,  and  it  did  not  depend  on  me  to  give  them  more  or  lefs  latitude  ^ 
but  that  in  fad  their  queftion  went  not  to  the  extent   of  my  full 
I>owers,    but  to  require  of  me  to  declare  the  nature  of  my^  inftruc-* 
tions  ;    and  on  this  point  they  certainly  would  forgive  me  if  1  did 
not  fpeak  out  till  fucb  "^time  as  the  circumftances  of  the  negoti^tioa 
called  tipoA  me  to  do  it. 

'the  Frg^ch  Minifter  ftrovc  to  prove  to  me  what  he  had  before  at* 
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temptedy  that  the  claiming  a  right  of  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  the 

difcretionary  authority  confided  in  a  miniftcr,  by  no  mcani  implied  an 

intention  of  requiring  of  him  to  a6t  up  to  its  utmod  limits.     I  obferved, 

if  no  (uch  intention  cxiflcd,  why  inftitutc  the  inquiry  ?  and  if  it  did 

exift,  why  not  fay  fo  at  once? — He  faid,  what  we  now  aflc  is  little 

more  than  a  matter  of  form  ;  when  you  have  given  us  your  anfwer,  we 

(hall  follow  it  up  by  another  ftcp,  which  we  arc  ordered  to  take.     I 

faid,    my  anfwcr  was  given  two  months  ago  ;    that,  although  I  was 

ready  to  give  it  them  again,  and  in  writing,  as  one  to  their  note,  yet, 

as  it  could  not  be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why  they  fhould  not  proceed 

immedjately  to  the  other  ftep,  by  which  I  was  told  the  qucftion  was  to 

be  followed  up.     It  would  be  premature,  faid  the  French  Mimjler ;  but 

in  drawing  up  your  anfwer,  do  not  forget  the  force  of  the  arguments  I 

hare  ufed,  or  in  your  report  to  your  Court,  the  affuranccs  we  have 

given  of  the  earned  wifh  of  the  Dire^ory  to  terminate  the  war. 

I  replied,  that  I  Hill  mult  maintain,  that,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  thought  proper  to  define  full  powers,  I  could  fee  no  didindion 
between  acknowledging  the  power  and  admitting  the  principle;  and 
that  the  queftion  itfelf  could  not  be  put  with  any  other  intention— (Your 
Ltordihip  will  obferve,  from  the  fubfequent  notes  which  pafTed  between 
us,  that  I  was  perfcftly  grounded  in  this  affertion); — that  in  my  reports, 
thcv  might  be  fidly  aftlued  I  fhould  ad  up  to  that  conciliatory  fpirit, 
which,  from  the  earlieft  period  of  the  negotiation,  had  always  decided 
my  condu^l ;  and  that,  inaufpicious  as  appearances  were,  I  certainly 
would  be  careful  not  to  make  them  look  hojllle.  At  the  \^'ord  hoftile, 
both  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  were  moil  warm  in  their  protcftations, 
that  nothing  could  be  lefs  fo  ;  that  the  idea  of  the  negotiation  breaking 
off  was  as  far  fi  om  their  thoughts  as  from  their  wifhcs.  I  faid,  that 
although  I  heard  this  with  plealiire,  yet  I  could  not  avoid  adverting  to 
fadls,  and  that,  whea  inftead  of  an  anfwer,  and  the  favourable  anlwer 
which  I  had  every  reafon  to  expedl,  I  received  only  the  repetition  of  a 
demand,  which  had  been  already  fatisfied  two  months  ago ;  I  certainly 
could  not  think  this  a  good  omen.  If  it  did  not  bode  an  immediate 
rapture  of  the  treaty,  it  affuredly  did  not  announce  a  near  and  fuccefsful 
termination  of  it.  The  above-mentioned  Mintfler  pcrfifted  I  was  miftakcn  ; 
that  the  bufinefs  would  end  fpeedily  l  that  fpeed  was  their  wifh,  and 
fpeed  with  peace  for  its  obje^l. 

On  breaking  up  our  conference,  I  faid,  that  I  took  it  for  granted 
we  (hould  meet  again  at  the  ufual  hour,  on  Sunday.  He  faid,  that  it 
perhaps  might  not  he  ncccffary,  but  that  they  certainly  would  let  me 
know  in  time ;  and  this  conveyed  to  me  the  firfl  idea  of  what  has  fincc 
taken  place. 

1  inclofe  your  Lordfliip  the  Note  A,  I  received  in  this  conference 
from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  and  the  Anfwer  B,  whieh  I  made  to 
it  yefterday  morning  at  lo  A.  M.  **  " 

At  6  P.  M.  the  Note  C  was  tranfmitted  to  me ;  to  which  at  8  P.  M» 
I  returned  the  Anfwer  D,  by  Mr.  Rofs,  whom  I  fent  in  order  that  he 
might  bring  me  the  paffports  I  aflced  for;  but  at  a  quarter  before  lO 
p.  M.,  M.  Derche,  Secretary  of  the  French  Legation,  delivered  to  me 
the  paper  marked  £ ;  and  this  morning  at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the 
Note  F,  which  immediately  produced  that  marked  G. 

The  notes  fent  me  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  fpeak  for  thcm- 
felves ;  and  it  is  unneceffaiy  to  enter  into  any  refle6^ion9  on  them.  I 
WQ  willing  to  hope  that  the  anfwers  I  have  made  were  fuch  as  became 
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the  fituatjon  in  which  I  ftand,  the  importance  of  the  qaufc  intruded 
to  me,  and  the  ileady  but  temperate  condudl  which  the  fpirit  of  my 
inAru6li'ons  enjoia  me  to  hold. 

It  was  my  wifh  to  give  every  opening  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries 
to  reca!  tiie  violent  flcp  they  had  taken  ;  and,  if  poflible,  to  convince 
them  of  its  extreme  impropriety.  Ahd  it  was  vyith  this  view,  and  with 
a  mod  anxious  defire  not  to  exclude  all  hope  of  the  rcftbration  of  peace,- 
that  I  determined  on  fuggefting  the  idea  of  our  meeting  once  more  be- 
fore I  left  Lille. 

This  meeting  took  place  to-day  at  noon  :  I  opened  it  by  obferving, 
Tliat  the  fcveral  notes  they  hnd  received  from  me  fince  the  preceding 
evening,  had  bten  too  expreflive  of  the  furprize  I  felt  at  the  meafurc 
the  Directory  had  thought  proper  to  adopt,  'to  make  it  neceffary  fo^^ 
me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  thij*  conference ;  and  indeed  my  fole  motive 
for  fuggefting  that  it  might  be  for  our  mutual  fatisfadion  that  it  fliould 
be  held,  was,  becaufe  this  meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  iuch  direct 
contradiftion  to  the  very  flrong  afTiirances  I  had  fo  conftantly  and  re- 
peatedly heard  from  them,  and  to  the  pacific  intentions  with  which 
they  declared  they  were  fent,  that  it  was  my  earned  wifli  (before  I  con- 
iidercd  their  condudl  as  forcing  me  to  a  ilep  which  muft  fo  materially 
affcdl  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation),  to  be  pcrfe£lly  certain  that  I  un- 
derftood  clearly  and  diftindily  the  precife  meaning  of  their  official  notes. 
On  their  admitting  that  nothing  could  be  more  reafonable  than  that  I 
(hould,  on  fo  important  a  point,  require  explanation,  or  more  fatisfac* 
tory  to  them  than  to  give  it  me  (ap  far  as  lay  in  their  power),  I  pro- 
ceeded by  faying,  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  I  was  called  upon  to 
produce  immediately  my  full  powers,  or  rather  my  inllructions   (for 
however  different  thcfe  were  in  themfelvcs,  in  their  demand  they  ieemcd 
conilantly  blended),  and  iha't  if  either  I  refufed  to  confent  to  this,  or  if, 
on  confenting  to  it  it  was  found  that  I  was  not  authoiifed  to  treat  on 
the  principle  they  laid  down,  I  was  then  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
hours  to  leave  Liile,  and  return  to  my  Court ;  and  that  I  was  required 
to  obtain  full  authority  to  admit  this  principle,  if  it  was  wifhed  the 
negotiation  fliould  proceed.     This  I  fald  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  evi- 
dent fenfc  of  the  notes,  and  I  begged  to  know  whether  I  had  miftaken 
ft  or  not  ?  One  of  the  French  Plenip'denttanrs  faid,  "  You  have  underflood 
it  exadly ;  I  hope  you  equally  undcrftand  the  intention  of  the  French 
Government,  which  is  to  accelerate  peace  by  removing  every  obllacle 
which  llands  in  its  way." 
I  replied,  that  having  now  no  doubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to  their  exa6l 
meaning,  and  being  quite  furc  notwithilanding  the  obfervation  they  had 
made,  quejavaisfalfi  la  'veritable  intention  de  leur  note^  it  would,  1  ftrared, 
be  a  very  unprofitable  employment  of  our  time  to  argue  either  on  the 
nature  of  the  principle  they  announced  as  a  fine  qua  non,  to  even  a  pre- 
liminary difcuilion,  or  on  the  extreme  diiTicilty  or  reconciling  the  pe- 
remptory demand  with  which  they  ppentd  their  niilTiou,  to  the  pacific 
profefiions  that  accompanied  it ;  tliat  if  they  were  determined  to  perfift 
in  this  demand,  it  was  much  better  to  avoid  all  ufele'.s  altercation  ;  and 
nothing  in  that  cafe  remained  for  me  to  do,  but  to  afk  for  my  pafljports, 
and  to  lignify  to  them  my  intention  of  leavfug  France  at  an  early  hour 
the   next  morning.     They  faid,  they  had  their  hands  tied  by  a  »  arrete 
of  the  Dircftory,  and  were  bound  to  obferye  the  touducl  they  !iad  fol- 
lowed by  the  moft  politive  orders ;  and  although  we  remained  together 
iomc  time  longer,  not  a  hint  dropped  from  them  exprdHvc  of  a  wiih 
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that,  inflead  of  going  myfelf  for  new  inftruAions,  I  (hould  cither  write 
for  them  by  a  meffengcr,  or  obtain  them  by  fending  to  England  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  are  with  me.  I  endeavourca  by  eveiy  indirefi 
means  to  fugged  to  them  the  necefHty  of  adopting  fome  fuch  modifica- 
tion, if  they  meant  that  their  wifhes  for  peace,  in  the  expreflion  of 
which  they  were  ihi'j  morning  more  cagcir  than  ever,  fhould  meet  with 
the  flighteft  degree  of  credit :  I  again  brought  to  their  recolledlion  that 
I  was  authorized  to  receive  any  propofal,  any  contre-projet  they  tendered 
to  me,  but  that  they  muft  be  aware  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  me  to 
alter  the  orders  I  had  received,  or  to  affume  an  authority  with  which  I 
was  not  in  veiled.  I  dwelt  particularly  and  repeatedly  on  my  being 
.  competent  to  take  any  thing  they  faid  for  reference  ;  but  this  availed 
nothing,  except  drawing  from  one  of  them  a  remark,  that  the  full  powen 
which  authorized  a  mmifler  to  hear  propofals,  were  widely  different 
from  thpfe  which  would  enable  him  to  accede  to  them  ;  and  that  it  was 
fuch  full  powers  that  the  Direftory  required  me  to  folicit. 

An  caly  anfwer  prefented  iifelf  to  this  mode  of  reafoning ;  but  I  faw 
no  advantage  to  be  derived  from  prolonging  a  converfation,  which,  after 
the  pofitive  declaration  they  had  made,  could  lead  to  nothing  :  I  there- 
fore ended  the  conference  by  declaring  my  refolution  to  begin  my  journey 
it  a  very  early  hour  the  next  morning,  and  by  faying,  that  immediately 
on  my  arrival  in  England  I  would  make  an  exadl  report  of  every  thing 
th^t  had  paffed  fmce  their  arrival. 

I  truft,  my  Lord,  I  fhall  not  incur  cenfurc  for  having  declined  to 
offer  in  diftin6t  terms  to  wait  at  Lifle  till  I  could  know  His  Majefly't 
pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propofal  made  to  me  :  but  when  I  confidered 
the  nature  of  the  propofal  itfelf,  the  avowal  that  this  wouid  not  he  the  lajl^ 
nor  perhaps  the  mod  humiliating,  condition  required  of  us,  and  the  im- 
perious flile  with  which  I  was  enjoined  to  depart  in  twenty- four  hours, 
it  was  utterly  impoffible  for  me  to  afTume  a  language  or  affe£i  a  manner 
'  that  could  be  interpreted  intofolicitation  or  entreaty :  I  felt  myfelf  cal- 
led upon  to  treat  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding  with  calm- 
nefs  and  temper ;  and  notwithdanding  the  deep  and  poignant  concern  I 
muft  feel  at  an  event  which  I  fear  will  remove  all  probability  of  an  im- 
mediate pacification,  I  truft  that  in  the  eKpreflion  of  this  fentiment  I 
have  not  ufed  a  language  unbecoming  the  charadler  with  which  I  am 
jnvefted,  or  the  greatnefs  of  the  Sovereign  and  country  whofe  dignity 
and  intereds  it  is  my  primary  duty  to  confult  and  to  maintain. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  refpeft. 
My  Lord,  your  Lordfhip's  moft  obedient 

humble  fcrvant, 

(Signed)        MALMESBURY. 
Right  Hopoqrable  Lord  Grenville 

(No.  43,  A.) 

The  underfigned  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  RepubliC| 
comcnifGoned  to  treat  of  peace  vrith  England,  have  the  honour  to  aflbre 
X<ord  Malmefbury,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majefty^ 
that  the  French  Government  wifhes  as  flncerely,  as  ftrongly  as  ever,  ^ 
peace,  defired  by  the  two  nations :  but,  unable  to  conclude  any .  other 
peace  than  fuch  a  one  as  is  founded  on  the  laws,  and  on  the  treaties 
vrhich  bind  the  French  Republic,  perfuaded  that*  to  arrive  at  this  esd* 

it  u  xu^ccfldry  tQ  explain  itfelf  wiUt  ealire  Ihokaefej  and  dcfirouf  ot 
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giving  to  the  negotiation  the  greatcft  rapidity,  the  Executive  Dirc6lory 
has  cxprcfsly  charged  the  underfigned  to  demand  of  Lord  Malmefbury^ 
whether  he  has  fumcient  powers  for  rcttoring,  in  the  treaty  which  may 
be  concluded,  to  the  French  Republic  and  to  its  allies,  all  the  poflel- 
lions  which,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  war,  have.  pafTed  into  the  hands 
oftheEnghfh.    ' 

The  underfigned  are  equally  charged  by  the  Executive  Direftory  to 
demand  from  Lord  Malmcfbury  an  anfwer  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
They  rcqueft  him  to  afccept  the  aflurances  of  their  high  confideration. 
Lifle,  29  Fruaidor,  (Signed)  •      TREILHARD. 

5th  year  of  the  Republic,  BONNIER. 

(Sept.  15,  1797O  By  the  Minlfters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 

French  Republic,  the  Sec.  Gen. 

DERCHE. 

(No.  44.  B.) 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  His  Britannic  Majefty^ 
receives  with  great  faiisfaftion  the  expreffion  of  the  fincere  defire  for 
peace,  which  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic 
announced  to  him  yeilerday  in  the  name  of  their  Government.  He  has 
the  honour  to  affure  them  that  the  King  his  mailer  is  animated  with  the 
fame  defire,  and  has  nothing  more  at. heart  than  to  put  an  end  to  the 
calamities  of  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  queftion  which  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  French  Republic  addreffed  to  Lord  Malmcfbury,  concerning  the 
extent  of  his  full  powers,  he  confiders  himfelf  as  having  already  given 
the  moft  unequivocal  anfwer  upon  this  fubje£l,  in  the  two  notes  which 
he  delivered  to  their  predeccflbrs  on  the  15th  and  24th  of  July. 

However,  to  avoid  all  mifunderftanding,  he  renews  the  declaration 
which  he  made  yeftcrday  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  he  neither  can  nor  ought 
to  treat  upon  any  other  principle  than  that  of  corapenfations ;  a  principle 
which  has  been  formally  recognized  as  the  bafis  of  a  treaty  equally  ju'ft, 
honourable,  and  advantageous  to  the  two  powers. 
.  Lord  Malmefbury  requcfts  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic  to  accept  the  aflurances  of  his  high  confidcration. 

lifle,  Saturday,  16th  Sept.  (Signed)        MALMES'BURY. 

1797,  10  A.  M. 

(No.  45.  C.) 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic,  commiflioned 
to  treat  of  peace  with 'England,  have  the  honour  to  ackno.vlcdge  the 
rcccipt-of  the  anfwer  of  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  note  wl  !ch  was  pre- 
fented  to  him  in  the  conference  of  yefterday. 

It  appears  from  this  anfwer,  and  from  the  two  notes  of  the  15th  and 
24th  of  July,  to  which  it  refers,  that  Lord  Malmefbury  has  not  powers 
for  agreeing  to  the  reftitution  of  all  tlie  p<;frLifions  which  His  Britannic 
Majefty  occupies^  whether  from  the  French  Republic,  or  from  its 
alliefl. 

In  confequencc,  while  they  reiterate  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the  meft 
pofitive  affurances  of  the  fentiments  of  the  French  Government,  the  un- 
derfigned apprize  him  of  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Dire<E^ory,  which 
iignifies  that,  in  cafe  Lord  Malmefbury  fhall  declare  himfelf  not  to  have 
the  neteflary  powers  for  agreeing  to  all  the  rellituuons  which  the  laws 
gnd  the  Ucatici  which  bioS  the  Frcacli  Republic,  make  indifpcniablc. 
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he  (hall  be  to  retarn,  in  foar-and-twenty  hours,  to  his  Court,  to  aflc  for 
fuiEcieht  powers.  Lord  Malmcftury  can  fee  in  this  determination  of  the 
Executive  Diredory  nothing  elfe  than  an  intention  to  haftcn  the  moment 
when  the  negotiation  may  be  followed  up  with  the  certainty  of  a  fpccdy 
conclufion. 

The  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Rcpuhlic  rcqucfl  Lord 
Malmeibury  to  accept  the  aHu ranees  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD. 

Lifle,  soFrudidor,  BONNIER, 

jth  year  of  the  Republic, 

(Sept.  1 6, 1 797.)  By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries, 

the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation » 

DERCHE. 

(No.  46.  D.) 

The  undcrfigncd  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty 
has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  of  this  day, 
which  has  been  fent  him  by  the  Miniilers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic. 

Whatever  regret  he  may  experience  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  con- 
ciliation thus  dcHroyed,.  he  can  return  no  other  anfwcr  to  a  refufaj  fo  ab- 
folttte  to  continue  the  negotiation  on  grounds  which  appeared  to  have 
been  already  agreed  upon,  than  by  demanding  the  necefiary  paflports  for 
himfelf  and  his  fuite,  in  order  that  they  may  fet  off*  within  the  four-and- 
Iwenty  hours,  ^nd  return  immediately  to  England.  ' 

He  requcfts  the  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to 
accept  the  a0urances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY. 

'  HtLe,  Satoiday,  1 6th September,  8  P.M. 

(No.  47.  E.) 

The  onderfigned  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  com- 
miftibned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  Lord  Malmefbury's  anfwer  to  the  note  which  they  addreiled 
to  him  this  day. 

They  think  it  right  to  obferve  to  him,  that  he  does  not  appear  to  have 
ieized  the  real  meanmg  of  their  note ;  that  it  by  no  means  contains  refufal 
to  continue  the  negotiations,  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  means  for  giving 
them  adlivity,  and  for  following  them  up  with  a  fuccefs,  no  lefs  defirabU 
to  the  two  nations,  than  it  would  be  flattering  to  the  Miniftcrs  charged 
with  the  condu^  of  them. 

The  French  Government  is  fo  far  from  entertaining  the  intentions 
which  the  note  of  Lord  Malmefbury  appears  to  impure  to  them,  that  the 
Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  have  received  no  order 
to  quit  Lifle,  after  the  departure  of  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty. 

The  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  rcqueft  Lord 
Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affurances  of  their  high  conftde ration. 

(Sigiied)        TREILHARD. 
lifle,  30  Fruaidor,  5th  year  of  the  BONNIER. 

French  Republic.  By  the  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary, 

(Sept.  16,  1797.)  the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 

DERClii£. 
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(No.  48.  F.) 

The  underfigncd  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the  Minifters 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  tranfmitted  to  him  yederday, 
through  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  General  of  their  Legation.  He  thinks 
he  cannot  anfwer  it  better  than  by  fubmitting  to  them  in  his  turn  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations : 

That  having  already  by  his  note,  dated  July  24,  and  in  obedience  to 
the  exprefs  orders  of  his  Court,  given  an  anfwer  to  the  queftlon  which  is 
DOW  fo  unexpededly  renewed,  a  queftion,  that  in  appearance  relates  folely 
to  the  limits  of  his  full  powers,  (which  are  in  the  mod  ample  form),  but 
which  does,  in  fad,  require  a  declaration  of  the  whole  extent  of  his  in- 
ilnidtions  ;  and  not  being  authorized  to  quit  the  place  of  his  deftination 
without  the  exprefs  orders  of  the  King  his  mailer,  m  any  cafe  except  that 
of  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation;  he  could  not  help  confidering  a  note 
enjoining  him,  in  confequencc  of  a  decree  of  the  Executive  Dirciftory,  to 
return  to  his  Court  in  the  fpace  of  four-and-twenty  hours,  as  ill  calculated 
to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  peace.  Neverthelefs,  to  anfwer  the  afiur- 
anccs  of  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  and  to  tef- 
tify  his  defire  to  felze  their  real  meaning  with  refped  to  which  he  ihould 
be  very  forty  to  deceive  himfelf,  he  thinks  that  it  would  be  more  fatisfac- 
tory  to  meet  once  more ;  and  if  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic  lliould  \x>  of  the  fame  opinion.  Lord  Malmefbury  would  pro- 
pole  that  this  meeting  (hould  take  place  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  in 
order  that  he  may  have  time  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  the  refult  of  their  con- 
ferences may  render  neceffary.  He  deiires  the  Minifters  Plenipotei^- 
tiary  of  the  French  Republic  to  accept  the  affurances  of  his  high  con- 
ilderatioD. 

f 

Lifle,  Sunday,  Sept.  17, 1797.  (Signed)        MALMESBURY. 


(No.  49.  G.) 

The  underfigned  Minifters  Plenipotentbry  of  the  French  Republic, 
commiftioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty  has  tranfmitted  to  them  this  morning.  Referring 
to  the  notes  addrcffed  to  Lord  Malmefb'iry  on  the  29th  and  30th  Fruc- 
tidoc,  and  cfpecially  to  the  firft  of  yefterday,  they  agree  to  the  meeting 
which  Lord  Malmefbury  appears  to  deiire,  and  propofe  the  hour  of 
noori. 

Th«y  requeft  Lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  affurances  of  th^ir  high 
confideration, 

(Signed  TRETLHARD. 

Lifle,  1  ft  complementary  day,  BONNIER. 

5th  year  of  the  French  Republic. 

(17  Spt.  1797.)  By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary p 

the  Sec  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 

DERCHE. 
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(No.  50.) 

Difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmefbary^  dated  Downing* 

ftreety  Sept.  22,  1797- 
My  Lord, 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  His  Majefty  your  Lordihip's 
difpatchcs,  in  which  you  have  given  an  account  of  the  extraordinary  con- 
dud  of  the  new  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic,  of  the  aiffwers 
given  by  your  Lorddiip  to  their  unjuflifiable  demand,  and  of  your  conic- 
qoent  departure  from  Liile. 

I  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  be  able  to  affure  your  Lordlhip,  that  His  Ma-' 
jefty  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  entire  approbation  of  your  Lordlhip's 
judicious  and  temperate  condud  in  the  unprecedented  fituation  in  which 
you  were  placed,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  you  expreffed  yourfelf,  both 
ia  your  omcial  notes,  and  in  your  converfations  with  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, as  well  as  of  that  in  which  you  have  conduced  yourfelf  dnrmg 
the  whole  couife  of  the  negotiation,  which  feems  too  likely  to  be  now 
brought  to  its  clofe. 

As  it  ajjpears,  however,  that  fome  farther  anfwer  will  probably  be  cx- 
peded  by  the  French  Government  to  their  late  extraordinary  demand,  j 

notwithftanding  the  fall  and  conclufive  reply  given  in  your  Lordlhip's  ^ 

notes,  I  have  received  the  King's  -commands  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  m- 
clofed  draft  of  a  note,  which  it  is  HisMajefty's  pleafure  that  your  Lord- 
(hip  (hould  tranfmit  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  LiHe,  by  a  meffenger  whom 
I  (hall  direA  to  be  in  readinefs  for  that  purpofe. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Malmefbury. 

(No.  51.) 

The  underfiened  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  has 
rendered  to  his  Court  a  faithful  account  of  the  circumftances  thaT  have 
interrupted  the  exercife  of  thofe  important  fundlions  which  His  Majefty 
had  been  pleafed  to  entruft  to  him.  His  Majefty  has  deigned  to  honour 
with  his  entire  approbation  the  anfwers  which  the  underiigned  has  al^ady 
made  to  the  extraordinary  and  unexpected  demands  which  the'*  new  Pleni- 
potentiaries of  the  French  Republic  addrefted  to  him  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  Liile. 

But  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt  rcfpcdting  the  nature  and  objedl  of  this 
demand,  the  underfigned  has  been  cxprefsly  ordered  to  declare  in  the  name 
of  his  Court. 

I  •  That  the  full  powers  with  which  His  Majefty  had  thought  proper  to 
iiirnifti  him  for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace,  are  con- 
ceived and  exprefted  in  the  moft  ample  form,  authorizing  tne  underiigned 
fiilly»  and  without  referve,  to  fign  any  treaty  upon  which  he  might  agree 
with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  whatever  its  nature  or  conditions  might 
be ;  conforming  himfelf  in  all  cafes  to  the  inftrudions  which  he  might 
receive  from  his  Court. 

a.  That  thefe  full  powers  have  been  received  and  recognized  as  fuf- 
ficient  as  well  by  the  Plenipotentiaries  with  whom  he  has  hitherto  treated, 
as  by  the  Dire^ory  themfelvesi  and  that  there  is  confequently  no  room 
for  any.  new  difcuffion  upon  a  inbjefl  which  has  already  been  clofed  by 
common  agreement,  and  which  moreover  is  not  liable  to  any  doubt  or 
difficulty  whatever ;  every  thing  which  has  been  done  hitherto  upon  this 
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fabjeQ,  beine  entirely  conformable  to  cuftoms  long  eftablifhed  and  recog- 
nized by  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

3.  That  the  demand  of  the  Direflory,  therefore,  in  reality,  refers  not  to 
the  full  powers  of  the  underfigned^  but  to  the  extent  of  his  inflru^ons» 
of  which  the  Dire^ory  could  not,  under  any  circumilances,  require  any 
communication,  farther  than  as  the  underfigned  himfelf  might  judge  fuch 
a  communication  conducive  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation;  andthac 
very  far  from  being  in  a  (ituation  to  be  called  upon  for  any  new  cxplana<fc 
tions  whatever,  the  under figncd  had  every  reafon  to  expeft,  from  the  re- 
peated communications  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries, that  he  fhould  immediately  receive  a  contrc  projet,  of  a  na- 
ture to  facilitate  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  negotiation  which  had  been 
fufpended  for  more  than  two  months. 

4.  That  the  Court  of  London  had  good  reifon  to  be  ftill  more  afto- 
nilhed  at  the  fubdanceof  the  new  demand  made  to  the  underfigned;  a  de- 
mand relating  to  preliminary  conditions  which  had  already  been  rcjcfted 
at  the  very  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  and  from  which  the  Frenck 
Plenipotentiaries  had  in  effetfl  departed,  by  a  formal  notification  of  the 
meafures  which  the  Dirc^ory  were  in  confequence  taking  for  the  purpofe 
of  coming  to  foroe  arrangement  with  their  allies. 

5.  1  hat  it  is  therefore  only  by  confenting  to  treat  upon  the  bafit  of  the 
projeft,  detailed  with  fo  much  openncfs,  which  was  prefented  by  the  un- 
derfigned a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Ufle,  or  by  returnino"  a  contre 
projet  of  a  conciliatory  nature,  agreeably  to  the  affu ranees  which  he  re- 
ceived fo  long  ago,  that  it  appears  poOible  to  continue  the  negotiation 
which  the  Plenipotentiaries  have  fo  flrongly  afTured  him  that  the  Dire^ry 
did  not  wilh  to  break  off,  not  with  Handing  the  meafures  lately  adopted 
with  refped  to  him  :  a  meafure  which  the  underfigned  forbears  to  cha- 
raAerize,  but  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  this  country  the  impref- 
fion  of  a  difpofition  by  no  means  pacific  on  the  part  of  the  Dirediory. 

The  underfigned  is  dire^ed  to  add,  that  His  Majefty  would  fee  with 
real  regret  the  certainty  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  difpofition,  fo  little  com- 
patible with  the  ardent  defire  with  which  he  is  animated  to  reftore  peace 
to  the  two  nations ;  but  that  if,  without  having  himfelf  contributed  to  it 
on  his  part,  he  fhould  again  find  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  continuing 
the  war,  he  will  condud^  himfelf  upon  every  occafiun  agreeably  to  the 
fame  principles,  doing  every  thing  which  can  depend  upon  him  for  the  re* 
eftabhfhment  of  peace,  but  perfifling  to  defend,  with  an  unlhaken  firmnefs, 
the  dignity  of  his  Crown,  and  the  intercfls  of  his  People. 

The  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  reqnefls  the  Mi- 
niflers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to  accept  the  affurance  of 
his  high  coniideration. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY. 

London,  the  iid  of  September,  1797. 

(No.  52.) 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic,  commiffioned  to 
treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  received  the  note,  dated  from  London, 
which  has  been  brought  to  them  by  an  extraordinary  mefTenger,  from  Lord 
Malmefbury.  They  have  the  honour  to  anfwer  to  him,  that  their  note  of  the 
agth  Frudidor,  to  which  they  refer,  offered  the  double  affurance  of  th« 
fettled  intention  of  the  French  Government  to  continue  the  negotia- 
dont  for  peace,  and  of  its  conflant  determination  not  to  agree  to  any 

Vol.  IV.  L 
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other  conditions  than  fuch  as  are  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  the 
French  Republic. 

A  peace*  of  which  the  bafis  (hould  be  contrary  to  the  lawf ,  or  to  the 
engagements  taken  with  its  allies,  would  never  fatlsfy  the  hopes  of  the 
nation.  It  is  a  point  from  which  the  Executive  Diredlory  has  never  de- 
parted*  and  upon  which  its  fcntimcnts  have  never  varied. 

Lord  Malmefbury  having  formerly  declared  in  his  notes  of  the  i  ^tb 
and  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  lad  inftance  in  that  of  the  17th  September* 
that  hok  had  not  the  powers  ntceiTary  for  rciloring  the  Dutch  and  Spanifh 
polTeffions*  occupied  by  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  the  Executive 
jDiredlory  has  given  a  new  proot  of  its  opennefs*  and  of  its  defire  to  acce- 
lerate the  concTufion  of  peace  in  requiring  Lord  Malmefbury  to  return  to 
his  Court*  for  the  purpoie  of  obtaining  the  authority,  without  which  he 
cannot  conclude ;  a  meafure  rendered  necelTary  by  the  declaration  of  the 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Xiajefty,  and  upon  which  it 
is  impoilible  to  give  a  wrong  impreffion  to  any  thinking  and  impartial 
mind. 

The  Miniftcrs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  requeft  Lord 
Malmelbury  to  accept  the  aiTurances  of  their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD. 

Lille,  4th  Vendemiaire*  BONNIER. 

5th  year  of  the  Republic,  DERCHE. 

<    (Sept.  25,  1797.) 

(No.  53.) 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republic*  charo^ed  to 
treat  for  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to  inform  Lord  N&lmef- 
bury*  that  having  fent  a  copy  of  his  laft  note  to  their  Government,  the 
Executive  Directory  has  directed  them  to  deoiarc  in  its  name*  that  it  has 
never  ceafed  to  wiih  for  peace ;  that  it  gave  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
fentiment  which  animates  it*  when  it- ordered  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  Republic*  to  require  a  categorical  explanation  as  to  the'  powers  given 
by  the  Englilh  Government  to  its  Minifter  Plenipotentiary ;  that  this  dc- 
mand  had*  and  could  have,  no  other  objedl  but  to  bring  the  negotiation 
to  a  fpeedy  and  fucceisful  ifltie  : 

That 'the  order  given  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Republic  to  remain 
at  Lille  after  the  departure  of  Lord  Malmeibury*  is  another  proof  that  the 
Diredloryhad  defired  and  forefeen  his  return  with  powers  that  (hould  not 
be  illufory*  and  the  limitation  of  wliich  (hould  no  longer  be  a  pretei^t  foit 
delaying  the  conclu(ion  of  peace : 

That  fuch  arcftill  the  hopes  and  mtentions  of  the  Executive  DireAory, 
which  enjoins  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Republic  not  to  quit 
Lifle  till  the  continued  abfence  of  the  negotiator  (hall  no  longer  loive 
any  doubt  of  the  intention  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  break  elf  all  ne- 
gotiation : 

That  confequently  the  25th  V^ndeipiaire  ( 1 6th  of  Oftober  old  ftyle)  is 
the  period  fixed  for  the  recall  of  the  Minifters  Plen^tentiary  of  the 
French  Republic*  fuppofmg  that  at  that  time  the  Minifter  1  lenipotentiary 
of  hit  Britannic  Majefty  (hall  not  have  arrived  at  Lifle. 

The  Executive  Dircdory  will  feel  xhe  greatcft  regret  that  a  reconcili- 
ation already  twice  attempted,  (hould  not  be  perfcfled ;  but  its  confci- 
ence,  and  the  whole  of  Europe*  will  bear  it  teftimony,  that  it  is  the 
£ngli(h  Government  alone  that  ^ill  have  inflicted  thp  fcour^e  of  war  npoa 
the  two  nations. 
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Tbc  Miniften  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  entreat  the  Mi- 
rifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  accept  the  alTurarces  of 
their  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD, 

Lidc,  lothVendemiaire,  BONNIER, 

6th  year  of  the  French  Republic, 

(Ottobcr  I,  1797.)  The  Sec.  of  the  Legation, 

DERCHE. 

(No.  54.) 

Tlic  underfigned  having  laid  before  the  King's  Miniftry  the  note  of  the 
I'lenipotentiartes  of  the  French  Republic,  is  dirc^ed  to  obferve  to  them, 
'  That  it  is  only  in  confequencc  of  the  formal  and  poiitive  injundHon  of 
the  Directory  that  he  quitted  Lifle ;  that  his  powers  were  neither  illufory 
nor  linited  ;  and  that  nothing  was  omitted  on  his  part  to  accelerate  the 
negotiation,  which  has  been  only  retarded  by  the  delays  of  the  Dire^ry« 
and  which  at  this  nnoment  is  only  fufpended  by  its  adl. 

With  regard  to  the  renewal  of  the  conferences,  the  onderfigned  can  only 
refer  to  his  laft  note,  where  he  has  explained  with  franknefs  and  precifion 
the  only  means  which  remain  for  continuing  the  negotiation  s  obiervingat 
the  fame  time  that  the  King  could  no  longer  treat  in  an  enemy's  country, 
without  beini;  certain  that  the  cuftoms  eftablifhed  amongft  all  civilized 
nations,  with  regard  to  Public  Minivers,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  charged 
to  negotiate  for  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  peace,  would  be  refpe^ed  for  the 
future  in  the  perfon  of*  his  plenipotentiary. 

The  Miniftcr  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  requefts  the  Mi- 
nifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republic  to  accept  the  aiTurance  of 
his  high  confidrration. 

London,  sthOaober,  1797.  (Signed)         MALMESBURY. 

DECLARATION  PUBLISHED  BY  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

COMMAND. 

His  Majerty's  lenevolent  endeavours  to  reftore  to  his  people  the  blef* 
iings  of  fccurc  an!  honourable  peace,  again  repeated  without  fuccefs, 
have  again  dcmorflratf d,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  doubt,  the  deter- 
mined and  perfcverng  hoftility  of  the  Government  of  Francci  in  whofe 
unprovoked  aggreflhn  the  war  originated,  and  by  whofe  boundlefs  and 
dcftruftive  ambition  it  is  dill  prolonged.  And  while  by  the  courfe  of 
thefe  tranfadlions,  Ontinued  proofs  have  been  afforded  to  all  His 
Majefty 's  faithful  fub^cls,  of  his  anxious  and  unremitting  folicitude  for 
their  welfare,  they  c$inot,  at  the  fame  time,  have  failed  to  recognize, 
in  the  uniform  conduA  of  the  enemy,  the  fpirit  by  which  the  Councils 
of  France  are  ftill  a6lu«ed,  and  the  objefts  to  which  they  are  directed. 

His  Majclly  could  n>t  but  feel  how  much  the  means  of  peace  had 
been  obftruAed  by  the  n^ny  additional  difficulties  which  his  enemies  had 
fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the  way  of  every  negotiation.  Neverthelefs, 
on  the  very  firft  appearand  of  circumftances  in  fome  degree  more  fiivon- 
rablc  to  the  interelts  of  hunatity,  the  fame  ardent  defirc  for  the  cafe 
and  happinefs  of  his  fubjcdlMnluced  His  Majefty  to  renew  his  overtures 
fijr  terminating  the  calamithsof  war:  thuB  availing  himfclf  of  every 
opening  which  could  in  any  namer  lead  to  Iccure  an  honourable  peace, 
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and  confulting  cq^iaMy  the  wifhcs  of  his  own  heart,  and  the  principle^  by 
which  his  condu6l  has  invariably  been  gliided. 

New  obftacles  were  immediately  interpofed  by  thofc  who  ftlll  direAcd 
the  Councils  of  France,  and  who,  amidft  the  creneral  dcfire  for  peace, 
which  they  could  not  a|:-that  time  openly  difclaim,  ftill  retained  the 

?ower  of  tiruftrating  the  wifhes  of  their  own  country,  of  counterafting 
Us,  Majefty's  benevolent  intentions,  and  of  obftruAing  that  rcfiilt, 
which  was  fo  ncceflary  for  the  happincfs  of  both  nations.  Difficulties 
of  form  were  ftudioufly  created  ;  modes  of  negotiation  ^were  infilled 
upon,  the  moft  inconfiftent  with  their  own  condu£i  in  every  other  in- 
ftance  ;  the  fame  fpirit  appeared  in  every  ftep  which  was  taken  by  them  ; 
and  while  the  moll  unwarranted  iniinuations  were  thrown  out,  and  the 
moft  unfounded  reproaches  brought  forward,  the  eftablifhed  cuftoms  and 
ufages,  which  have  long  prevailed  in  Europe,  were  purpofely  departed 
from,  even  in  the  iimplefl  a6fcs  -which  were  to  be  done  on  their  part  for 
the  renewal  of  the  negotiations.  All  thefc  things  His  Majefty  deter- 
mined to  difregard ;  not  as  being  infenfihle  of  their  purport  and  ten- 
dency, nor  unmindful  of  the  importance  of  thefe  points,  in  the  public 
intcrcourfe  of  great  and  independent  nations,  but  refolving  to  defeat  the 
objcft  of  thefe  artifices,  and  to  fuffer  no  fubordinate  or  inferior  confide- 
ration  to  impede,  on  his  part,  the  difculTion  of  the  weighty  and  extendve 
intercfts  on  which  the  termination  of  the  war  muft  neceffarily  depend. 

He  dircAed  his  Minifter  to  repair  to  France,  furnifhed  with  the  moft 
ample  powers,  and  inftrudled  to  communicate  at  once  a«  explicit  and 
detailed  propofal  and  plan  of  peace,  reduced  into  the  fhapcof  a  regular" 
treaty,  juft  and  moderate  in  its  principles,  embracing  ail  the  intereftt 
concerned,  and  extending  to  every  fubje6>  connedVed  with  the  reftorati©n 
of  public  tranquillity.  The  communication  of  this  paper,  delivered  in 
the  very  firlt  conference,  was  accompanied  by  fuch  explanations  as  fully 
ilated  and  detailed  the  utmoft  extent  of  His  Majefty's  views,  and  at  the 
fame  time  gave  ample  room  for  the  examination  of  every  difputed  point, 
for  mutual  arrangement  and  conccHion,  and  for  reciprocal  facilities  ari- 
fing  out  of  the  progrefe  of  fair  difcuffion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and  liberal  beyond  exanp)^,  the  condudl  of 
His  Majefty's  enemies  oppofes  the  moft  ftriking  ccnfa*aft.  From  them 
no  countcr-projcft  has  ever  yet  been  obtained  :  no  ftatcment  of  the  extent 
or  nature  of  the  conditions  on  which  they  would  coacbdc  any  peace  with 
thefe  kingdoms.  Their  pretcn^fions  have  always  been  brought  forward 
either  as  detached  or  as  preliminary  points,  diftin6^  from  the  jnain  ob- 
jcft  of  negotiation,  and  accompanied,  in  every  inlUnce,  with  an  exprefs 
refervc  of  farther  and  unexplained  demands. 

The  points  which,  ih  purfuance  of  this  fyftem,  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  enemy  proofed  for  feparate  difcuffion,  in  their  firft  conferences 
with  His  Majefty  s  Minifter,  were  at  once  frivol<tw  and  offenfive :  none  * 
of  them  produdlive  of  any  folid  advantage  to  Funce,  but  all  calculated 
to  raife  new  obftacles  in  the  way  of  peace.  And  to  thefe  demands 
was.foon  after  added  another,  in  its  form  uiprecedented,  in  its  fub- 
ftance  extravagant,  and  fuch  as  could  orignat  only  in  the  moft  deter- 
mined. and  inveterate  hoftility.  The  prinopl'  of  mutual  compenfation, 
before  exprefsly  admitted  by  common  con^n'y  as  the  juft  and  equitable 
bafis  of  negotiation,  was  now  difclaimed.  every  idea  of  moderation  or 
reafon,  every  appearance  of  juftice,  wasdifregarded;  and  a  conceffion 
vns  required  from  His  Majefty's  Plenijptcntiary,  as  a  preliminary  and 
Indifpenfable  condition  of  negotiation,  wlich  muft  at  once  have  fuper- 
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feded  all  the  obje^U,  and  precluded  all  the  means  of  treattng.  France^ 
after  incorporating  with  her  ovTn  dominions  fo  large  a  portion  of  her 
coaque(b»  and  ane£ling  to  have  deprived  herfelf^  by  her  own  internal 
regrulations^  of  the  power  of  alienating  thefe  valuable  additions  of  ter- 
ritoi7»  did  not  fcruple  to  demand  from  His  Majefty  the  abfolute  and 
unconditional  furrender  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his  people,  and  the 
volour  of  his  fleets  and  armies,  have  conquered  in  the  prefent  war,  either 
from  France  or  from  her  allies.  She  required  that  the  power  of  Great 
Britain  (hould  be  confined  within  its  former  limits,  at  the  very  moment 
when  her  own  domioion  was  extended  to  a  degree  almoft  unparalleled 
in  hiftory.  She  infiiled,  that  in  proportion  to  the  increafe  oF  danger, 
the  means  of  refi fiance  (hould  be  diminifhed ;  and  that  His  Majeftj 
ihould  give  up,  without  compenfation,  and  into  the  hands  of  .his  ene- 
mies, the  necelTary  defences  of  his  pv^ifefHons,  and  the  future  fafeguardi 
of  his  empire.  Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought  forward  as  conftt- 
tuting  the  terms  of  peace,  but  the  price  of  negotiation ;  as  the  condi- 
tion on  which  alone  His  Majeily  was  to  be  allowed  to  learn  what  farther 
unexplained  demands  were  ftill  referred,  and  to  what  greater  facrificet 
thefe  unprecedented  conccflions  of  honour  and  fafety  were  to.lead. 

Whatever  were  the  imprciTiuns  which  fuch  a  proceeding  created,  they 
did  not  induce  the  King  abruptly  to  preclude  the  means  of  negotiation. 
In  rejedling,  without  a  moment's  hefitation,  a  demand,  which  could 
have  been  made  for  no  other  reafon  than  becaufe  it  was  inadmiflible. 
His  Majefty,  from  the  fixed  refolutlon  to  avail  himfelf  of  every  chance 
of  bringing  the  negotiation  to  a  fivourable  ifTue,  dire^ed  that  an  open- 
ing fhould  liill  be  left  for  treating  on  reafonable  and  equal  grounds,  fuch 
as  might  become  the  dignity  of  his  Crown,  and  the  rank  and  (lation  in 
Europe,  in  which  it  has  pleafed  the  'Divine  Pro^dence  to  place  the 
Britifh  nation. 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory  condu(fl  was  flrongly  expreffivc  of 
the  benevolence  of  His  Majefty's  intentions;  and  it  appeared  for  fome 
time  to  have  prepared  the  way  for  that  refult  which  has  been  the  uni- 
form objeA  of  ail  his  meafures.  Two  months  elapfed  after  His  Majefty 
had  unequivocally  and  definitively  refufed  to  comply  with  the  unrea- 
fonable  and  extravagant  preliminary  which  had  been  demanded  by  his 
enemies.  During  all  that  time  the  negotiation  was  continued  open,  the 
conferences  were  regularly  hcW,  and  the  demand  thus  explicitly  rejected 
by  one  party,  tvas  never  once  renewed  by  the  other.  It  was  not  only  aban- 
doned, it  was  openly  difclaimed ;  aflTurances  were  given  in  dire^l  con- 
tradiction to  it.  Promifes  were  continually  repeated,  that  His  Majefty's 
explicit  and  detailed  propofals  (hould  at  length  be  anfwered  by  that 
which  could  alone  evince  a  real  difpofition  to  negotiate  with  fincerity, 
by  the  delivery  of  a  counter  projefi,  of  a  nature  tending  to  facilitate 
the  conclufion  of  peace;  and  the  long  delaya  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment in  executing  thefe  promifes  were  excufed  and  accounted  for  by  an 
unequivocal  declaration,  that  France  was  concerting  with  her  allies  for 
thofe  facrifices  on  their  part,  which  might  afford  the  means  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  negotiation.  Week  after  week  pa(red  over  in  the  repetition 
of  thefe  folemn  engagements  on  the  part  of  His  Majefly's  enemies.  His 
defire  for  peace  induced  him  to  wait  for  their  completion,  with  an 
anxiety  proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  obje£l ;  nor  was  it  much 
to  ezpcd,  that  his  Minifler  (hould  at  length  be  informed  what  was  the 
extent  and  nature  of  the  conditions  on  which  bis  eaemies  were  difpofed 
to  terminate  the  war. 
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It  was  in  this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  that,  on  the  ifth  of  September, 
the  appointment  of  new  Plenipotentiaries  was  announced  on  the  part  of 
France,  under  a  formal  promife  that  their  arrival  (hould  facilitate  and 
expedite  the  work  of  peace. 

To  renew,  in  a  fliape  ftill  more  offenfive  than  before,  the  inadmiilible 
demand  fo  long  before  brought  forward,  and  fo  long  abandoned,  was 
the  firll  2L&,  of  thefe  new  meffengcrs  of  peace.  And  fuch  was  now  the 
undifguifcd  impatience  of  the  King's  enemies  to  terminate  all  treaty, 
and  to  exclude  all  proipeA  of  accommodation,  that  even  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  King's  Plenipotentiary  at  the  appointed  place  of  nego- 
tiation was  made  by  them  to  depend  on  his  immediate  compliance  with 
a  condition  which  his  Court  had,  two  months  before,  explicitly  refufed, 
and  concerning  which  no  farther  difcufiion  had  fince  occurred.  Hit 
reply  was  fuch  as  the  occafion  required :  and  he  immediately  received  a 
pofitive  and  written  or^er  to  depart  from  France. 

The  fubfequent  condu6t  of  His  Majefty's  enemies  has  aggravated  even 
this  proceeding,  and  added  frefh  infult  to  this  unexampled  outrage. 
The  infurmountable  obllacles  which  they  threw  in  the  way  of  peace, 
were  accompanied  with  an  oflentatious  profeflion  of  the  moft  pacific  dif- 
pofitions.  In  cutting  off  the  means  of  negotiation,  they  (lill  pretended 
to  retain  the  flrongeft  defire  to  negotiate;  in  ordering  the  KtngV 
Minifter  to  quit  their  country,  they  profefTed  the  hope  of  his  immediate 
return  to  it :  and  in  renewing  their  former  inadmiflible  and  rejefted  de- 
mand, they  declared  their  confident  expedation  of  a  fpeedy  and  favou- 
rable anfwer.  Yet  before  any  anfwer  could  arrive,  they  publifhed  a 
declaration^  announcing  to  their  country  the  departure  of  the  King't 
Miniiler,  and  attempting,  as  in  every  fotmer  inflance,  to  afcribe  to  the 
condu£t  of  Great  Britam  the  difappointment  of  the  general  wifh  for 
peace,  and  the  renewal  of  all  the  calamities  of  war.  The  fame  attempt 
has  been  prolonged  in  fubfequent  communications,  equally  infidious  and 
illufory,  by  which  they  have  obvioufly  intended  to  fornifh  the  colour  and 
empty  pretence  of  a  wifh  for  peace,  while  they  have  (lill  ftudioufly  and 
obuinately  periifted  in  evading  every  ftep  which  could  lead  to  the  fuccefs 
of  any  negotiation ;  have  continued  to  infift  on  the  fame  inadmifRble  and 
extravagant  preliminary,  and  have  uniformly  withheld  aU  explanation 
either  on  the  particulars  of  the  propofals  of  peace  fo  long  lince  delivered 
by  His  Majefty's  Minifler,  or  on  any  other  terms  on  which' they  were 
themfelves  ready  to  conclude;  and  this  in  the  vain  hope,  that  it  could 
be  poffible,  by  any  artifice,  to  difguife  the  truth  of  thefe  tranfa6lions, 
or  that  any  exercifc  of  power,  however  defpotic,  could  prevent  fuch 
faifts  from  being  known,  felt,  and  underftood,  even  in  France  itfelf. 

To  France,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  World,  it  rouft  be  manifcft,  that 
the  French  Government  (while  they  perfift  in  their  prcfent  fentiments) 
leave  His  Majefty  without  an  alternative,  unlefs  he  were  prepared  to 
fiirrender  and  facrifice  to  the  undifguifed  ambition  of  his  enemies,  the 
honour  of  his  Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  his  dominions.  It  muft  be 
manifeft,  that^  inflead  of  (hewing,  on  their  part,  any  inclination  to  meet 
His  Majefty's  pacific  overtures  ob  any  moderate  terms,  they  have  never 
brotight  themfelves  to  (late  any  terms,  however  exorbitant,  on 
which  they  were  ready  to  conclude  peace. — They  have  afkedas  a  P*"^- 
liminary,  and  in  the  form  the  moll  arrogant  and  offenfive,  conceffiont 
which  the  comparative  fituation  of  the  two  countries  would  have  ren- 
dered extravagant  in  any  (bge  of  negotiation;  which  were  dircflly  con- 
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traiy  to  their  own  repeated  profeffiont ;  and  which»  nerertheleb,  they 
peremptorily  required  to  be  complied  with  in  the  very  outfet ;  referving 
an  unlimited  power  of  afterwards  accumulatingy  from  time  to  timci 
frefli  demands,  increafing  in  proportion  to  every  new  conceiBon. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  terms  propofed  by  His  Majefty  have  been 
flated  in  the  moil  clear,  open>  and  unequivocal  manner.  The  difcuffion 
of  all  the  points  to  which  they  relate,  or  of  any  others,  which  the 
enemy  might  bring  forward  as  the  terms  of  peace,  has  been,  on  His 
Majefly's  part,  repeatedly  called  for,  as  often  promifed  by  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  but  to  this  day  has '  never  yet  been  obtained.  The 
rupture  of  the  negotiation  is  not  therefore  to  be  afcribed  to  any  preten* 
flons,  however  inadmiilible,  urged  as  the  price  of  peace}  not  to  any  ulti-> 
mate  difference  on  termsy  however  exhorbitant ;  but  to  the  evident  and 
fixed  determination  of  the  enemy  to  prolong  the  conteil,  and  to  purfue, 
at  all  hazards,  their  hoftile  deligns  againft  the  profperity  and  fafety  of 
thcfe  kingdoms. 

While  this  determination  continues  to  prevail,  His  Majefty's  eameft 
wifhes  and  endeavours  to  reftore  peace  to  his  fubjefls  muu  be  fruitlcfs* 
But  his  fcntiments  remain  unaltered.  He  looks  with  anxious  expedlatioa 
to  the  moment  when  the  Government  of  France  may  fhew  a  difpofitioa 
and  fpirit  in  any  degree  correfponding  to  his  own.  And  he  renews^ 
even  now,  and  before  all  Europe,  the  lolemn  declaration,  that,  in  fpite 
of  repeated  provocations,  and  at  the  very  moment  when  his  claims  have 
been  ftrengthened  and  confirmed  by  that  frefh  fucccft  which,  by  the 
blefling  of  Providence,  has  recently  attended  his  arms,  he  is  yet  ready^ 
if  the  calamities  of  war  can  now  be  clofed,  to  conclude  peace  on  the  fame 
moderate  and  equitable  principles  and  terms  which  he  has  before  proposed ; 
the  rcjefUon  of  fuch  terms  mufl  now,  more  than  ever,  demonftrate  the  im- 
placable animofity  and  infatiable  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  he  has 
to  contend,  and  to  them  alone  mufl  the  future  confequences  of  the  pro- 
longation of  the  war  be  afcribed. 

If  fuch  unhappily  is  the  fpirit  by  which  they  are  fliU  aduated.  Hit 
Majefty  can  neither  hefitate  as  to  the  principles  of  his  own  condu^, 
nor  doubt  the  fentiments  and  determination  of  his  People.  He  will  not 
be  wanting  to  them,  and  he  is  confident  they  will  not  be  wanting  to 
themfelves.  He  has  an  anxious,  but  a  facred  and  indifpenfable  duty  to 
fulfil ;  he  will  dtfcharge  it  with  refolution,  conflancy,  and  firmneft. 
Deeply  as  he  muil  regret  the  continuance  of  a  war,  fo  deflru^ive  in  its 
progrefs,  and  fo  burdenfome  even  in  its  fuccefs,  he  knows  the  chara^er 
of  the  brave  People  whofe  interefts  and  honour  are  entrufled  to  him. 
Thefe  it  is  the  firil  objei6l  of  bis  life  to  maintain  :  and  he  is  convinced 
that  neither  the  refources  nor  the  fpirit  of  hia  kingdoms  will  be  found 
inadequate  to  this  arduous  conteil,  or  unequal  to  the  Importance  and 
value  of  the  objects  which  are  at  ftake.  He  truds,  that  the  favour  of 
Prwmdence^  by  which  they  have  always  hitherto  been  fupported  againft 
all  their  enemies,  will  be  flill  extended  to  them ;  and  that,  under  this 
prote^ion,  his  faithful  fubje£ls,  by  a  refolute  and  vigorous  application 
of  the  means  which  they  poifefs,  will  be  enabled  to  vindicate  the  inde- 
pendence of  their  country,  and  to  refid,  with  jud  indignation,  the  af- 
fumed  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  againd  whom  they  have  fought  with 
the  courage,  and  fuccefs,  and  glory  of  their  ancedors,  and  who  aim^  at 
oothiag  lefs  than  to  dedroy  at  once  whatever  has  contributed  to  the 
profpcnty  ^nd  gre^taeb  of  the  Britifh  ewpitf  *  aU  Ui^  channels  of  its 
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indaftiy,  and  all  the  fources  of  its  power ;  its  fccuritf  from  abroad,  its 
tranquillity  at  home,  and,  above  all,  that  Conftitution,  on  which  alone 
depends  the  undiilurbed  enjoyment  of  its  Religion,  Laws,  and  Li- 
berties. 

Wejlminjler^  03.  38,  1797.  < 
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Thurfday^  Novcntber  2, 

This  day,  at  half  pad  two  o'clock,  His  Majefty  came  down  to 
the  Houfe  in  the  ufual  Rate,  and  being  featcd  on  the  Throne  in 
his  royal  robes.  Sir  Francis  Molyncux,  Gentleman  Ulher  of  the 
Black  Rod,  was  deputed  to  defire  the  attendance  of  tlie  Houfe  of 
Commons  ;  and  that  body  having  appeared  at  the  bar.  His  Majefty 
was  pleafcd  to  Aate  his  reafons  for  afTembling  the  Parliament  in  a 

moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne 

[For  which,  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Hwje  of  Ccmmins,'^    • 
His  Majefty  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  then  retired  ;  and  after 
the  fpeech  had  been  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  on  the  wdolfack, 
and  the  Clerk  at  the  table, 

The  Earl' of  GLASGOW  then  prefcnted  hlmfclf  to  their  Lord- 
(hips'  attention.  He  apologized  to  the  many  noble  Lords  of  much 
greater  experience  than  himfelf,  whom  he  faw  in  their  places,  for 
his  rifing  fo  early  ;  but  he  felt  himfelf  impreffed  with  the  fpeech 
from  tl>e  Throne,  and  was  willing  to  embrace  the  firft  opportunity 
of  expreflfing  his  explicit  acquicfccnce  in  the  magnanimity  and  pa- 
triotifm  it  avowed  ;  and  he  doubted  not  but  the  public  would  ap- 
prove of  it  to  the  fame  extent  and  with  the  fame  complacency  he 
did.  It  proved  to  him,  and  certainly  alf(0  to  their  Lordfhips,  that 
the  confidence  of  Government  in  the  obje<ft  of  the  conteft,  their  re- 
iburces  to  carry  it  on  with  vigour,  and  the  profpeft  of  bringing  it 
to  an  honourable  conclufion,  was  in  no  degree  diminifhed,  nor  dif- 
ferent from  what  it  originally  was.  This  he  coniidered  as  an  ex- 
ample to  the  country  at  large,  which  takes  its  feelings  and  opinion 
for  the  mo(^  part  from  thofe  at  the  head  of  the  councils,  as  well  it 
ought.  For  thus  eminently  occupied,  they  are  in  the  centre  of  in- 
telligence, and  embrace  at  one  glance  the  whole  complete. machinery 
of  our  domedic  and  foreign  politics.  And  when  men  who  had 
every  fource  of  knowledge  open  to  their  view,  and  were  not  in-. 
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terefted  in  difguHing  die  truth,  but  much  otherwifci  came  forward 

with  fuch  a  declaration  of  h&s  and  circumftanccs  as  had  been  now 

announced  in  His  Majefly's  name,  the  people  of  England  could  not 

but  rejoice  that  their  cafe  was  not  worfe,  and  repofe  themfelves 

contentedly  in  a  Government  thus  enlightened,  and  happily  difpofec| 

to  do  every  thing  for  the  bed.     The  noble  Earl  called  their  Lord-. 

flii^'  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  our  enemies  had  infuhed 

and  contemned  our  pacific  proportions,  and  he  begged  it  might  bp 

particularly  remarked  with  what  eafe  and  eflfrontery  they  notwith* 

iUnding  boafted  of  their  pacific  intensions  in  the  face  of  Europe. 

Every  ttung  that  had  happened  proved  our  iincerity  and  their  ind- 

diopfnefs,  that  peace  was  not  their  obje£l  but  ours;  and  that  blood. 

which  had  fo  long  overflowed  the  fields  of  the  Continent,  refulted 

not  from  our  councils  and  ambition,  but  theirs.     He  fpoke  of  our 

late  vi^Slories  as  fubdantiating  our  competence  to  extort  from  the 

enemy  more  eligible  terms.     Their  fleet  was  perfedly  annihilajtedji 

which  left  no  doubt  on  his  Lordfhip's  mind  that  they  muft  now  feq 

the  impotence  of  all  their  fchemes  in  any  meafure  to  injure  this 

country*     We  never  had  been  fuccefsful  on  any  occafion  in  the 

commencement  of  hoftilities,  and  this  ought  to  encourage  our  con^ 

tinuance,  efpecially  as  the"  late  fplendid  vi6lory  of  Vifcount  Duncan 

Slewed  what  our  navy,  under  its  difcipline  and  wife:  management^ 

could  accomplifh.     And  it  was  at  the  fame  time  a  pledge  of  certain 

profperity  always  accompanying  a  (leady  perfeverance,in  the  ufe  of 

the  means  with  which  Providenee  had  endowed  us.    From  all  thefe 

Qonfiderations,  he  truAed  their  Lordfhips  were  prepared  to  flreng^ien 

the  hands  of  the  Executive  Government,  and  would  agree  with  him 

in  moving  the  addrefs. 

Lord  GWYDIR  rofe  and.  faid :  After  the  detailed  accounts 
your  Lordfhips  have  read  in  the  declaration  which  has  been  pub* 
liihed ;  after  the  gracious  fpeech  you  have  this  day  heard  deli-, 
vered  from  the  Thrqne,  and  the  able  manner  in  which  the  addre& 
has  been  moved,  it  muft  certainly  appear  prefumptuous  in  me  to 
cfftr  myfelf  to  your  Lordfhips'  notice  :  but  at  a  moment  like  thj( 
prefent,  I  efteem  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  your  Lordfhips,  to  the  Public, 
a|nd  to  myfelf  to  declare  the  principles  which  have  hitherto  gp^ 
yemed  my  puUic  condudt*  Under  the  favour  of  your  ^idfhips, 
I  fliall  now  attempt  to  do  fo  in  as  concife  a  manner  as  I  am  able. 

I  have  Supported  this  war  from  its  commencement,  becaufe  t 
tiioi^gjbi  k  jufl  and  neceflary :  every  a£l  of  the  enemy,  every  event 
of  ibc  war,  eveiy  confequcnce  that  has  followed,,  b^s  feryed  t^ 
confirm  me  ui  the  opinion  I  firfl  formed.     It  is  from  this  convic* 
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tion  I  now  call  upon  your  Lordfhips  to  lupport  the  addrefs  which 
has  juft  been  moved.  '  i 

The  powers  of  language  liavc  fo  often  been  employed  to  dc- 
fcribe  the  complicated  nature  of  this  war,  that  vi'ords  liave  loft  their 
eflPefi  by  repetition  ;  but  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  ob* 
jefts  it  embraces,  remain  ftill  the  fame. 

Three  times  have  His  Majefty's  Minifters  gone  to  the  utmoft 
verge  that  prudence  and  honour  would  permit,  in  the  hope  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  this  unexampled  conteft,  by  negotiation  and  treaty— 
therefult  is  well  known.  And  lam  at  a  lofs  'to  imagine  a  reafon 
for  your  Ambaflador's  having  been  received,  unlefs  it  was  to 
afibrd  the  Jacobin  party  in  France  an  opportunity  of  adding 
infult  to  injury. 

I  have  heard  it  -ftated  from  high  authority,  that  a  po?nt  of  ho- 
nour was  almoft  the  only  rational  caufe  for  war.  A  difpute  for 
tr^de  or  territorial  poflcffion  might  be  cafily  compromifed,  might 
even  be  given  up  entirely,  and  the  lofs  replaced  from  btlier  re- 
iburces.  But  the  honour  of  this  country  once  ^nc,  it  would  fink 
from  the  high  fituation  it  now  holds  anlong  nations,  into  derifion 
and  contempt.  • 

Has  the  objcA  of  this  war  altered  ?  Ceminly  not.  The  means 
of  carrying  it  oinllave  varied ;  but  the  prefervation  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  and  independence  of  Great  Britain  has,  from  the  firft,  con- 
tinued to  be  our  great  purfuit.'     '' 

We  have  undoubtedly  expended  Immenfe  fums  6f  nioney  ;  wc 
no  longer  appear  to  have  the  fame  facility  of  commanding  frefll 
fhpplies.  Granted  :— but  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the  compa- 
rative force  of  different  countries  muft  be  judged  of,  in  its  relative 
as  well  as  real  fehfc.  And  I  firmly  believe,  that  notwithftanding 
th6  fucceffes  of  France  on  the  Continent,  her  real  phyfical  refourccs 
and  power  againft  this  country  are  infinitely  more  funk,  in  propor- 
tion, than  our  own ;  and  confequently,  if  we  make  the  exertions 
which  are  called  for,  wc  make  tlicm  with  an  increafed  profpedl  of 
fuccefs. 

The  fole  aim  of  the  rulers  of  that  country,  is  univerfal  do- 
irtihion  ;  and  whether  they  have  purfued  it  by  war  or  treaty,  that 
objeA  has  never  varied.  With  the  words,  Juftlce,  Good-faith^' 
and  Humanity,  in  their  mouths,  they  think  no  a^ion  too'  atrocious^ 
to  be  committed.  '  Indulging  their  minds  in  ideal  vidlories  over 
this  country,  they  already  confidct  you  as  a  conquered  ct)emy,  and 
irill  liften  to  no  terms  but  fuch  as  they  (hall  di£tate.  The'  taws 
they  have  made  apply  only  to  then^elves : .  occaGonal  pofleffito 
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creates  of  itfelf  indefieafible  right ;  bAt  when  this  dodlrine,  as  new 
as  it  is  inadmiffiblei  comes  under  difcuflion  with  their  adverfaries, 
ic  is  exa<5lly  reverfed  as  applied  to  them,  and  ,they  inftantly  demand 
a  previous  unconditional  reflitution  of  every  thing  that  has  beeo 
taken,  either  from  themfelves,  or  their  pretended  allies.  Had 
thefe  haughty  terms  been  acceded  to,  our  difhonour  would  have 
been  fealed,  but  every  chance  of  peace  would  have,  been  farther 
removed.  No  negotiator  could  have  thought,  even  of  propofing 
fuch  terms,  but  with  the  view  of  forcing  you  to  continue  the  war. 
So  much  for  the  jufticeof  their  theory  and  pradicc. 

It  would  be  a  wafte  of  your  Lordfhips'  time,  were  I  to  com- 
ment on  their  good  faith,  either  in  the  treaties  they  have  dilated 
and  broken,  or  the  alliances  they  have  formed  and  abufed.  But 
*  permit  me  to  fay,  it  is  from  thefe  treaties,  and  thefe  alliances  the 
reft  of  Europe  would  do  well  to  take  an  example  of  what  they 
have  to  exped^. 

Had  the  allies  continued  true  to  their  engagements,  the  war 
would,  long  ere  this,  have  been  brought  to  a  happy  conclufion. 
Far  diflfercnt  has  been  the  condud^  of  this  country.  The  ftate  of 
the  Funds,  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  we  have  exerted 
and  maintained  our  public  credit,  muft  convince  our  allies  of  the 
eHurts  we  made  to  fupply  their  wants.  We  have  more  than  Tul- 
fillcd  every  engagement ;  and  in  the  negotiations  we  propofed,  their 
interefts  were  combined  with  our  own.  ^ 

Perhaps  it  was  wife  to  learn  by  negotiation,  to  what  extent  the 
unjuHifiable  demands  and  infolent  ftipulations  of  the  fa£ltion  in 
France  would  go.  Perhaps  it  was  neccffary  to  prove  to  this 
country,  peace  was  impoffible,  in  order  to  roufe  that  vigorous  exer* 
tioa  which  its  honouj  and  true  intercft  equally  demand.  How 
long  the  reft  of  Europe  may  continue  the  (hort-fighted  policy  of 
keeping  aloof  from  a  contcft,  in  which  all  are  fo  deeply  concerned, 
I  know  not.  But  in  this  momentous  war,  in  which  we  .are,  and 
muft  be,  embarked,  and  of  which  they  are  the  inglorious  and 
paffivc  fpcflators,  (hould  the  event  prove  dcftrudtive  to  this  country, 
all  the  terms  they  have  obtained,  all  the  alliances  they  have  formed^ 
all  the  friendQ)ips  they  have  courted,  would,  in  a  moment,  crumble 
into  duft  :  and  the  triumphant  Jacobins,  freed  from  the  correding 
power  of  Great  Jiritain,  would  refume  with  fafety  what  with  appa- 
rent, though  falfe  moderation,  they  have  hithcno  given  up.  Engaged 
as  ^e  are  in  a  ftruggle  for  exiftcnce  as  a  nation,  what  creates  our 
difficulty tbyt  a  queftion  of  finance  ?— -what,  but  an  unwillingneis 
to  cpntribtHe  a  part  of  tba:  wealth  for  our  defence,  the  whole  6f 
wl/iM  would  fooii  be'wre^sd  from  us,  after  a  cowaidly  fubmiflion 
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to  an  ignominibus'  peace.  Are  our  pofleflions  ravaged  ?  Are  oar 
armies  defeated  ?  Is  our  commerce  deftroyed  ?  or,  are  our  fleets  fub^ 
dued  ? — The  anfwers  to  all  thefe  quellions  are  as  confolatory  sft 
they  are  obvious.  On  the  fplendoar  of^  our  naval  vidtories,  fepa- 
rately  and  repeatedly  gained  over  the  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and 
Holland,  I  (hall  not  prefume  to  enlaige.  They  are  above  all 
praife  ;  and  I  truft  the  admiration  andgratitudeof  the  country  will, 
if  poflible,  keep  pace  vrith  the  advantages  and  honour  fo  glorioufly 
obtained. 

The  Government  of  France  has,  at  lead,  the  merit  of  pro- 
claiming its  intentions.  It  is  determined  utterly  to  overthrow  your 
fydcm.  It  conliders  England  as  the  great  magazine  of  the  riches 
of  the  world,  which  it  is  determined  to  plunder  and  deftroy. 
'  I  contend  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  being  conquered,  that 
you  have  not  equally  to  dread  fhim  a  bafe"  furrender.  The  terms 
on  which  they  oflFer  to  accept  your  furrender  (for  in  no  other  fenfc 
-will  they  confent  to  treat,)  muft  lay  you  completely  at  their  feet. 
When  at  their  ipercy,  could  the  mod  fanguine  friend  of  their 
power  expe3  better  treatment  than  their  own  fubjeAs  ?— -and  I 
would  afk  your  Lordfliips,  if  death  is  not  preferable  to  life,^  under 
fuch  rulers  i 

An  extreme  defire  to  put  an  end  to  the  mifcries  of  war,  induced 
His  Majeily's  Minifter^  to  go  every  length  that  prudence  and  honour 
permitted,  (nay,  perhaps,  farther,)  to  terminate  thofe  miferies  by 
negptiation.  But  after  the  reception  thofe  advances  have  met  with, 
the  nation  would  be  regardlefs  of  its  dignity,  it  would  be  carelefs  of 
the  high  opinion  in  which  it  now  ftands  with  the  reft  of  Europe  ; 
it  would  be  difgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  if  it  hefitated 
a  moment  in  refenting  the  infult,  and  accepting  the  challenge.  It 
would  be  a  flrange  return  for  all  the  blood  that  has  been  fpilt,  and 
all  the  valour  which  has  been  (hewn  by  our  fleets  and  armies,,  if  we 
were  barely  to  furrender  the  fruits  of  fo  many  viflories,  inflead  of 
feconding  their  efforts  by  the  fame  inflexible  fteadinefs  in  our 
counfels,  which  they  have  conflantly  manifefled  in  every  fervice  they 
have  undertaken. 

The  wild  fury  of  your  old  and  inveterate  enemies  has  fpoken  in 
a  manner' too  plain  to  be  mifunderflood :  they  oflFer  no  other  alter- 
native but  unconditional  fubmiflion  to  their  will,  or  fierce  and  bloody 
conte^  with  their  power.  When  have  they,  by  their  afiions  or 
fttcceies  againft  this  country,  eflabliflied  a  right  to  hold  fuch, info- 
lent  language  ?— Here,  then,  we  ar^  forced  to  make  our  ftand. 
There  is  no  iafety  in  retreat :  the  mofl  mortifying  fubmiffions,  tbc 
mpft  important  (acrifioes,  would  only  ferve  (as  bafcoeis  and  fear 
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always  muft  ferve)  to  increafe  the  infolence  of  yoqr  releqdefs  kc^ 
Are  we,  then,  to  wage  eternal  war  ? — In  fair  aiguroent,  no  ifian  ha$ 
a  tight  to  put  this  extreme  cafe.  The  events  of  the  war  will,  I 
hope,  foon  decide  diat  queftion.  It  is  fufficient  evil  for  the  day,  if 
it  be  proved  that  peace  cannot  at  this  moment  be  obtained.  With 
the  prefent  Diredlory,  a  wi(h  for  peace  with  this  country  conflitutet 
a  crime  of  the  deeped  die.  Thofe  who  in  France,  fupported  by 
public  opinion,  wiflied  for  peace  on  faur  and  honourable  terms,  have 
been  feized  and  tranfported  like  criminals,  with  a  cruelty  unre* 
corded  in  hiftory ;  and  with  them,  all  appearance  of  juRice  and 
liberty  have  vaniflied  alfo.  The  Js^cobin  defpotifm  is  now  at  its 
height :— >let  the  powers  of  Europe,  which  ftill  retain  their  inde* 
pendeiKC^  look  well  to  its  explolion. 

Much  as  I  lament  the  horrors  of  war,  (and  no  man  can  more 
than  I  do,}  I  am  convinced  there  is  no  rdad  to  peace,  but  that 
which  muft  be  opened  by  the  power  of  the  fword.  To  fecure  th^ 
permanent  happinefs  and  profpcrity  of  this  country,  all  temporary 
facrifices  are  as  nothing.  I  truft  a  plan  will  be  brought  forward 
for  railing  the  fupplies,  equal  to  meet  all  our  difficulties.  I  am  far 
from  endeavouring  to  keep  out  of  fight  thofe  temporary  ^nconveni-^ 
encics,  which  all  muft  feel,  more  or  lefs,  and  many  to  a  very  great 
and  fevere  degree :  but  they  are  inconvcnieruries  which  we  muft  en^ 
dure,  to  prevent  more  ferious  evils,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  borne 
with  chcarfulnefs,  by  every  true  lover  of  his  country.  Under 
Providence  our  fafety  is  in  our  own  hands.  I  truft  there  will  be 
no  half  meafures,  but  by  boldly  looking  at  our  fituation,  we  ihal} 
find  our  fpirit  and  refources  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  nation  and 
the  importance  of  the  crifis. 

After  the  indulgence  I  have  experienced  from  your  Lordftiips^ 
goodnefs,  I  will  not  trefpafs  farther  on  your  time,  than  once  more 
to  call  upon  you  for  your  fupport  of  the  motion  that  you  have  this 
day  heard  fo  ably  made. 

Earl  FITZJWIIXIAM.  My  Lords,  my  concurrence  wiA 
the  addrefs  (hall  not  be  withheld,  on  condition  of  allowing  a  trivial 
alteration  in  a  few  words.  In  every  other  refpeft  my  fentiments  arc 
in  unifon  with  the  noble  Lord  who  juft  fat  down  ;  and  your  Lord- 
ihips  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe,  that  my  fentiments  have, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  never  once  varied.  The  ob- 
je£l  on  its  firft  appearaiKe  ftruck  me  precifely  as  it  ever  has  done 
fincc.  Its  afped  has  been  uniform.  Whatever  Ihape  it  aflumed, 
to  whatever  point  it  tended,  the  principle  was  the  fame,  compounded 
of  the  fame  ingredients,  and  in  every  dire£tion  produdlive  of  th^ 
f^tpe  ei^s.     To  every  word,  ^erefore,  in  the  fpeecb;  in  the 
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addrefsy  and  in  the  declaration^  which  aim  at  the  mdft  dtftant  cort^ 
jicdiion  with  a  fyfiem  thus  hoftiic  to  both  happinefs  and  human 
.  comfort,  I  am  determined  to  give  my  decided  negative.     What 
terms  can  you  make  with  a  Government  between  wjiich  and  you 
there  are  no  common  data.     You  have  no  medium  of  acccefs  to 
the  views  and  wi(hes  of  each  other.     It  is  not  proper  you  (hould. 
What  is  the  objefl  of  their  Government  and  ours  ?     The  fanic 
luft  of  univerfal  empire  which  poifoned  and  debafed  their  old  efta- 
blifhmenty  feems  the  only  principle  which  diAinguifhes  the  new. 
Is  it  neceflary  to  trace  their  revolutionary  progrefs,  or  in  what  (bge 
of  it  is  not  this  charadteriftic  feature  mod  prominent  ?     Look  at  all 
their  views,  their  conquefts,  their  intrigues,  and  their  negotiations. 
Have  thcfe  any  other  end  or  aim   than    the  aggrandizement  of 
France  ?     How  are  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  to  be  obtained 
or  edablifhed  between  nations  thus  at  variance  in  pretenfions  and 
fpirit,  in  views  and  means,  in  what  they  would  have  and  what  they 
would  be  ?     The  detail  of  the  tranfaflions  mark  their  Jacobinical 
march  overall  the  mounds  of  good  order  and  political  fubordi nation. 
It  might  have  been  expeded,   after  they  had  abolifhed  Mo* 
narchy  in  all  its  parts  and  branches,  and  had  fenced  themfelves  in 
their  ufurpation  with  their  decrees,  their  armies,  and  their  tribu- 
nals, that  they  would  have  defined  from  troubling  their  neighbours. 
But  is  it  not  evident  that  their  original  purpofe  is  as  (brong  and  as 
extenfive  in  its  operation  as  ever  in  their  very  la(t  adlions  ?  .  How- 
ever they  have  difguifed  their  intentions  to  their  new  friends,  a  very 
ihort  time  has  brought  them  into  light.     Only  recoiled^  the  many 
fine  fpeeches  of  liberty  and  equality  with  which  the  Dutch  and  all 
its  dependencies  have  been  amufed.     Have  not  all  of  thefe,  more 
or  lefs,  been  fulfilled  ?     And  is  there  a  people  this  day  on  earth  in 
greater  (lavery  than  thefe  infatuated  States  to  their  new  maAers  t 
Have  they  not  found  how  ill-exchanged  our  conne£lion  is  for  that  of 
thefe  Republicans  ?       By  what  are  they  gainers  ?     How  prcppftc- 
rous  to  think  of  acquiring  independence  from  thofe  who,  after  de- 
fpniling  their  own  countrymen  of  their  rights,  iflue   forth  the  de- 
ftroyers  of  whatever  belongs  to  our  common  nature.     And  has  il 
not  been  the  fame  with  all  the  allies  they  have  been  able  to  make  ) 
With  none  of  them  have  they  ever'fairly  fubftantiated  what  they 
held  out.     The  (h-idt  and  cautious  neutrality  which  Venice  ob- 
fcrved,   the  complaifance  of  Genoa  for  the  French  GaVernment, 
were  unable  to  protedt  them  from  the  rage  of  Jacobin  profelytifm. 
They  have  fallen  vidims  to  the  pufiHanimity,  or  the  prudence  with 
which  they  adlcd.     But  it  may  be  fard,  that  here  a  vi(ftorious  army 
interferedj  and  in  thiC  exultation  of  vidlory  effetled  chaiig!^.  whick 
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might  not  have  arifcn  from  the  general  politics  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment. The  unexampled  atrocities,  however,  the  unjufiifiable 
interference  with  the  little  State  of  Genoa,  were  the  deliberate  ef* 
fc&s  of  their  dcfolating  and  revolutionary  fyftem*  Diforganization 
in  all  its  extent  has  uniformly  fucccedcd  every  eftablifhment  ther 
have  been  able  to  ovei:throw.  They  have  indeed  but  one  charac- 
ter, which  difcriminated  them  at  the  beginning,  and  has  ne\'er  linoe 
changed,  and  in  all  probability  never  will.  It  is  their  own  in- 
communicable prerogative,  an  incompatibility  of  coalefcing  with 
any  other  power  whatever.  In  all  their  treaties  tt^is  acccordingly 
is  the  paramount  article.  It  is  for  the  privilege  of  regenerating  the 
Conftitutions  of  other  nations,  and  proTelyting  the  fubje^ts  of  other 
States,  that  they  threw  away  all  their  old  forms  of  every  qualitj 
and  complexion  for  the  fubftitution  of  an  arrangement  perfeAIy 
new,  unknown^,  'and  untried  ;  that  they  burft  upon  all  the  (htes  in 
their  vicinity,  and  convulfed  them  with  their  enthuiiafm,  and  that 
wherever  they  penetrated  by  art  or  arms  the  revolutionary  mania 
followed  them  in  its  full  eflfedls-^From  which  of  the  moft  unculti- 
vated wilds,  in  the  moft  barbarous  countries,  did  ever  fwarms  of 
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fuch  banditti  iflbe  as  has  iflfued  from  the  cultivated  ^tmpire  of 
France,  and  ovcrfpread  the  furrounding  kingdoms  with  madncfs  and 
guilt  ?  And  is  this  the  people  with  whom  your  Lordlhips  are  ready 
to  make  engagements  ?  The  charafler  and  tempers  of  their  rulera 
evince  what  you  have  to  cxpe6t  from  their  warmeft  profoflions. 
Thefe  are  probably  formed  on  the  fpirit  of  the  people,  and  within 
thcte  two  months  have  prefentcd  to  ever)'  humane  and  confiderate 
miad  a  moft  dreadful  picture  of  hypocritical  afre6tation.and  ufurpcd 
extravagatKe^  the  cant  of  liberty  and  the  horror  of  defpotifm.  Is 
not  their  late  profcription  of  no  lefs  than  (ixty-five  Deputies  an  in- 
ftance  of  this  predominating  lawlefs  propcnfity  i  How  much  have 
they  expofed  their  abfurd  conceptions  of  popular  reprefentation.  Of 
this  primary  principle  in  modern  democracy,  how  much  have  they 
not  boafted,  but  in  what  inftance  has  it  been  realized  ?  Is  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  fuch  a  number  of  thofe,  legally  chofen  by  their  confti- 
tuents,  and  authorifed  to  reprefent  them  in  the  great  National 
Council,  meant  to  exemplify  their  doArine  or  to  explain  it?  Does 
the  equality  they  originally  propofed  conlift  of  fuch  outrages  on  the 
lights  and  ficelings  of  each  other  ?  ^  And  have  we  any  reafon  what- 
ever to  expeA  better  ufage  than  is  mutually  adopted  among  them- 
felves  ?  Here,  therefore,  I  am  pledged  to  your  Lordfhips  and  the 
public  to  make  no  peace  where  peace  is  impradicable,  where  it  can 
neither  be  honourable  nor  lafting  ;  where  the  party  you  cIoTe  with^ 
only  clofe  tbff  oDore  eficAually  to  break  on  the  (irft  oecalion  that 
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tBaSf  and  either  prove  perfidious  friends  or  implacable  enemies. 
Your  Lordfliips  will  of  courfe  have  to  confider,  whether  it  is  not  bet- 
ter to  proTecute  the  vrar  on  the  original  ground  of  it,  or  bj  putting 
axi'  end  to  the  one,  baieljr  re]inqui(h  the  other.  No  one  who  feri« 
oufly  coniiders  the  matter  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  make  his  cledion  in 
this  alternative.  Perfevere  in  the  courlis  you  Have  commenced, 
and  your  efforts  mud  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  The  machinery  is 
\a  motion  which  muft  eventually  prevail.  All  the  world  are  fatis- 
ficd  of  the  refponfibility  of  our  funds,  of  thdr  competency  to  all  our 
exigencies,  of  their  readinefs  on  eveiy  emergency.  Let  our  reiburccs 
be  compared  with  that  of  our  adverfarics.  They  are  in  fsL&  with* 
out  any  relburce.  All  they  have  yet  done,  all  the  armies  they  have 
raifed,.all  the  mag^ines  they  have  BUed,  and  all  the  treafores  they 
have  expended,  have  been  eifeAcd,  not  by  any  eftabliihed  arrange- 
ment of  finance,  any  fyftem  of  efficient  taxation,  or  any  well-di- 
fefted  plan  of  levying  an  equal  contribution  for  fupplying  the  pub- 
lic expenditure,  but  by  an  indifcriminate  application  of  the  power 
they  had  ufurped,  to  make  the  property  of  individuals  anfwerable  to 
the  exigence  of  the  State.  This  general  af^ropriaticui  of  wealth 
snay  do  for  once;  or  be  the  expedient  of  a  monnent,  but  it  cannot  be 
a  permanent  refource.  And  nothing  proves  to  me  their  weakncfs 
more  decidedly  than  their  carrying  on  the  public  bufinefs  by  private 
property.  It  is  blowii^  up  the  mine  inftead  of  working  and  carry- 
ing it  to  the  coinage.  But  now  how  is  it  with  our  revenue  i  In 
fauSt,  all  its  fources  have  rather  improved  than  diminiflied  fince  the 
war.  Our  commerce  is  a^ually  increafed  and  extended  beyond  all 
expedation.  Where  are  not  our  manufactures  exported  P  In  what 
fca  is  not  the  Briti(h  navy  triumphant  ?  The  Spanifli,  the  FroDch, 
and  the  Dutch  fleets  have  fucceffively  acknowledged  the  fuperiority 
of  our  flag*  And  are  all  thefe  inftances  of  our  glory  to  be  furren- 
dered  for  the  amity  of  a  Government  incapable  of  accepting,  ce- 
menting or  realizing  it  ?  What  do  we  gain  by  this  heterogeneous 
conno^ion  ?  Are  your  Lord(hips  in  hopes  of  better  tmatment  than 
any  of  their  other  allies  ?  Have  they  not  fubverted  the  order  pre- 
oflablilhed  in  all  the  connexions  they  have  formed  ?  And  will 
t^  reverence  yours  any  longer  than  it  is  in  their  power  to  trample 
it  under  their  feet  ?  By  what  means  can  you  deter  them  frpm  tbb 
outrage,  or  bind  thsm  to  regard  as  facred  among  us  what  th^  abo^ 
liihed  among  themfelves  ?  It  has  always  been  my  opinion  that  had 
our  allies  proved  true  to  each  other,  had  they  been  animated  with  as 
much  i^al  to  defend  as  the  French  to  attack,  the  whole  fabric  of  re- 
gular faciety,  the  war  had  been  happily  terminated  long  agp.  But 
the  eccentricities  wc  had>toic{iel  l»ive  never  been  i^irly  met*   We 
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have  rmncd  the  caufe  we  wiflied  to  proted  by  our  own  miffnanage. 
tnenty  by  want  of  magnanimity,  by  mutual  jealoufly  and  inattention 
to  the  common  fpirit  and  principle  which  ought  to  have  animated 
and  knit  us  altogether  in  one  heart  and  one  ahn.     The  defertion  of 
one  led  the  way  to  that  of  another.     But  though  left  in  the  field 
alone,  we  occupy  fuch  vantage  ground  as  may  enable  us  for  a  long 
time  to  come  to  hold  them  in  perfe6t  defiance.     Is  not  the  Em- 
peror a  beacon  to  the  people  of  this  country  ?     He  who  ought  to 
have  preferved  the  empire  from  the  dreadful  inundation  to  which  it 
is  now  expofcd  by  his  new  allies,  who  had  fo  many   reafons  for 
refiAing  the  torrent  that  has  fo  long  threatened  to  overthrow  his 
dominions ;  inftead  of  proving  himfeif  the  father  of  his  people,  their 
hereditary  head  and  protestor,  is  adually,  by  the  afcendancy  of  the 
French  in  his  councils,  become  their  tool  to  Jacobinife  his  fubjedts. 
This  is  his  fate,  and  the  fate  of  all  who  havefufFered  themfelvcs  to 
be  the  victims  of  this  new  policy.     In  proportion  as  your  Lord- 
ihips  regard  with  veneration  and  patriotifm  our  valuable  liberties,  as 
tranfmitted  in  purity  to  us  by  our  ancefiors,  you  will  refill  all  terms 
of  coalefcence  with  this  Regicide  Government.     Has  not  the  ob- 
jed^^  as  advanced  by  His  Majcfiy  in  a  former  fpcech,  that  we  fought 
for  order,  morality,  and  religion,  the  fame  value  in  your  efiimation, 
and  the  fame  claim  on  your  decifion  and  exertion  as  ever?     Your 
Lord(hips  know  how  facred  thefc  ought  to  be  to  us  all,  and  what  in- 
fluence they  are  calculated  to  maintain  in  our  individual  and  rela- 
tive ftate ;  and  for  what,  by  prefling  a  negotiationv  would  your 
Lordftiips  exchange  them  ?     It  merits  deep  and  mature  confidera- 
tion,  whether  it  becomes  a  great  and  free  people  to  part  with  order, 
morally,  and  religion,  for  every  fpecies  and  degree  of  confufion, 
mutual  depredation  and  Atheifm.     Thefe  are  the  fentiments  in 
which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  contemplate  the  progreis  of  thefe  new- 
fangled principles.     And  it  is  now  as  much  as  ever  my  fiedfail 
opinion  that  confiftently  with  our  national  dignity,  with  our  Con- 
ftitotion,  with  the  patriotifm  we  feverally  owe  our  country,  our  chil- 
dren, and  our  pofterity,  with  all  our  deareft  and  beft  regards  for  the 
creed  and  independent  fentiments  of  our  forefathers,  we  cannot 
agree'  to  conditions  of  peace  and  amity  with  our  enemies  until  the 
old  Monarchy  is  refiored,  and  an  hereditary  Sovereign  re-infiated  in 
the  Thn)ne  of  his  ancefiors!     His  Lordfliip  cofteluded  by  moving, 
as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  that  part  of  the  addrefs  beginning 
with — *^  require,  and  that  while  we  participate  with  your  Ma- 
•'  jcfty  in  the  concern  which  your  Majefty  feels  at  the  failure  of 
♦'  your  eatneft  endeavours  to  procure  for  your  People  the  bleffings 
'*  of  peace,  we  are  fiillv  confident,  from  the  uniform  tenor  of  youc 
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"  Majcfty's  condudV,  that  every  flip  has  been  taken  by  your  Ma- 
jefty,  which  could  tend  to  accelerate  that  ohjedt ;  and  that  it  is  to 
the  unwarrantable  pretentions,  and  inordinate  ambition  of  the 
**  enemy  ;  and  above  all,  to  their  inveterate  animofity  againft  thcfc 
''  kingdoms,  that  the  long  delay  «nd  final  rupture  of  the  negotiatioi 
**  arc  to  be  afciibed" — and  which,  in  his  Lordlhip's  opinion, 
went  to  acknowledge  the  juftice  and  legality  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment. 

Lord  GREN  VI-LLE.  In  prcfendng  myfelf  to  your  Lordftiips 
immediately  after  the  noble  Earl  who  has  thought  it  right,  I  am 
fure  with  the  bed  intentions  on  his  part,  to  move  for  leaving  out  a 
'  part  of  the  addrefs  that  has  been  fo  ably  moved  and  fcconded,  I  by 
no  means  intend  to  offer  any  fenttments  in  oppofition  to  the  well- 
grounded  doArines  he  has  thrown  out,  with  refpe£l  to  the  condud 
of  the  French,  and  to  the  efficacy  of  their  principles  on  the  fate  of 
Europe.  On  the  contrary,  I  concur  with  the  noble  Earl  in  all  that 
he  has  faid  of  the  dreadful  import  of  the  fyAem  which  now  tyran- 
4^nizes  in  France,  not  merely  as  it  aifcds  all  foreign  nations,  but 
^foj  and  chiefly,  as  it  affeds  their  own  people.  I  agree  with  the 
noble  Earl  alfo  in  the  idea  that  there  is  no  fafety  for  any  people  by 
being  at  peace  v^ith  the  French  ;  for  the  dreadful  pidure  which  he 
has  drawn  of  the  horrible  nature  of  their  friend(hip,  is  juftificd  b)' 
the  hiftory  of  the  nations  which  they  have  ruined— but  I  carry  my 
opinion  fo  much  father  than  the  noble  Earl,  as  I  think  that  theft 
calamities  not  merely  flowed  from  their  peace  with  France,  but 
.  happened  tt>  them  totally  and  altogether  on  that  account.  It  was 
becaufe  they  were  at  peace  with  France  ;  it  was  becaufe  they  fcni^t 
.  for  fafety  in  a  temporifing  fyftem,  as  if  it  were  poflTibleto  £nd  fafety 
by  a  diibonourable  and  ignominious  acquiefcence  in  fuch  principles. 
In  my  opinion  the  only  fafety  to  be  obtained  under  fuch  a  fyfVem  is 
by  an  honourable  peace  or  vigorous  war.  It  is  not  by  compromifes, 
however  humble  ;  it  is  not  by  facrifices,  however  extravagant,  that 
fecurity  can  be  obtained  againii  fuch  a  fydejn.  It  is  only  by  a  vi- 
gorous  refiftance  of  their  principles,  a  manly  difregard  of  their 
threats,  and  a  zealous  maintenance  of  our  own  principles,  that  we 
can  fecurc  to  ourfelves  the  bleflings  of  our  edabliflied  Government ; 
but  a£ling  on  thefe  ideas,  and  trufting  to  our  own  genuine  vigour,  I 
differ  from  the  noble.  Earl  fo  far  as  that  I  l^clieve  that  even  with 
the  French  Republic,  as  now  conflituted,  peace  upon  thefe  terms 
may  be  both  pradicable  and  permanent.  It  may  be  obtained,  in 
my  mind,  upon  conditions  confident  with  the  honour  and  fafety  of 
the  empire,  and  fuch  as  no  man,  whatever  may  be  his  feelings, 
nefed  difdain  to  embrace:  but  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  noblp  Earl 
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that  we  can  look  for  no  fafcty  by  following  the  conduA  of  thofe 
powers  that  haye  fought  it  in  ignominious  fubmiflion.  It  is  not  by: 
facrilices  of  principle,  not  by  acquiefcence,  not  by  yielding  point  after 
point,  but  by  a  regular,  temperate,  and  firm  maintenance  of  our  juft 
rights  and  dignity,  that  we  can  fecure  ourfelvcs  againft  the  peril  of 
the  torrent  of  French  inundation. 

I  think,  my  Lords,  that  I  have.faid  all  that  is  neceflfftry  in  an- 
fwcr  to  the  noble  EarKs  obfervations  on  this  part  of  the  fubjedt : 
but  the  noble  Earl  chofe  to  refer  to  fome  words  of  a  declaration  o^ 
the  King,  made  in  the  commencement  of  this  contcft,   as  if  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  had  departed  from  the  line  of  politics  pointed 
out  therein.      I  think  the  noble  Earl  has  not  been  altogether  cor- 
real in  this  reference.    I  have  in  no  idea  varied,  and  the  reft  of  His 
Majefty's  fevantsiiave  in  no  idea  varied  from  the  words  of  ^the  de- 
claration to  which  the  noble  Earl  alluded.     At  no  time  (ince  the 
commencement  of  the  war  have  His  Majefty's  Minifters  declared 
thkt  no  peace  could  or  ought  to  be  made  with  the  Republic.     All 
that  they  affcrtcd  in  that  declaration  to  which  the  noble  Earl  has 
alluded,  and  whicJr  is  farther  proved  by  the   whole  tenor  of  thc^^ 
condufl  whicli  His  Majefty  has  been  advifed  to  hold,  is  that  they 
thought  peace  was  more  likely  to  fee  p^jnancnt  if  France  ftiould 
happily  return  to  a  regular  government.^  It  was  never  faid  that 
peace  was  not  pra<5iicable  under  the  new  order  of  things,  but  that 
certainly  it  would  be  better  made  and  more  likely  to  be  durable, 
under  the  Monarchy.     I  beg,  therefore,  that  the  noble  Earl  will 
examine  with  attention  our  former  declarations,  and  compare  them 
with  the  prefent,  that  he  may  fatisfy  his  fair  and  honourable  mind 
of  the  coniiftency  of  our  condu6^ ;  we  have  been  uniform  through- 
out ;  we  are  eager  only  to  fecure  to  this  country  peace  upon  condi- 
tions which  (hall  be  independent  of  any  exifting  order  of  things  in 
Irance,  and  however  we  may  have  preferred  to  treat  with  one  kind 
of  government  to  another^  we  have  never  made  any  one  kind  of 
government  zjine  qua  mn  of  negociation. 

On  the  main  fubjeS  of  His  Majefty*s  fpccch  from  the  Throne, 
it  is  imppfllble  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  has  been  fo  elo- 
quently faid  by  the  noble  Peers  who  moved  and  feconded  the  ad- 
Hrefs.  They  have  fo  forcibly  exprelTed  the  fentiments  which  I 
feci,  and  I  think  have  fo  perfedlly  fecured  the  approbation  of  your 
Lord(hips  to  the  addrefs  itfcif,  that  it  would  be  equally  vain  and 
impc  flible  for  me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  they  have  faid.  I  rejoice 
in  ti>e  unanimity  which  is  likely  to  prevail  this  day,  it  is  the  mod 
c  .deal  and  the  m<^0  awful  period  that  the  hiftory  of  England  ever 
w.tncfled,  and  at  no  moment  was  the  unanimous  declaration  of  ^ 
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(fetermiricd  fpirit  to  fupport  His  Majefly  in  the  meafures  eflcnttal  to 
national  profpcrity  more  incumbent  upon  us  than  at  prefent.  If 
the  addrefs  could  be  made  more  clear,'  more  decifive  upon  this  point, 
by  leaving  out  the  words  to  which  the  noble  Earl  objedts,  I  would 
be  the  firft  to  agree  with  him  in  the  amendment  to  that  purpofe. 
I  truft  it  is  the  obje£t  of  us  all  explicitly  to  declare,  that  we  will 
ncvc!  compromifc  nor  furrendcr  the  juft  claims  of  England,  that  we 
will  never  feek  for  peace  by  facrifices  that  are  inconfiftent  with  our 
true  fafcty.  But,  my  Lords,  not  thinking  that  the  fpirit  of  the  de- 
claration is  weakened,  by  manifefting  a  defire  for  peace  upon  ho- 
nourable and  juft  principles,  I  mud  obje(5t  to  the  motion  of  the  rK>* 
ble  Earl,  and  vote  for  the  addrefs  as  it  has  been  fo  ^bly  propofed. 

The  Marquis  of  LANSDOWN.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  rife  to 
offer  my  feeble  oppofition  to  the  addf-efs  that  has  been  propofed.  I 
know  how  lUufory  and  how  vain  it  would  be  for  me  to  flatter  my- 
felf  with  the  prcfumption,  that  any  thing  which  I  can  offer  would 
Avail  in  this  moft  perilous  and  moft  awful  moment  ?  When  I  fee 
the  Houfe  deferted  by  all  thofe  noble  Peers  whofe  juft  influence  is 
fupported  by  great  ability  and  by  powerful  eloquence,  I  cannot  hope 
that  any  thing  coming  from  abilities  like  mine  can  have  weight  upon 
you  ;  but,  my  Lords,  however  weak  my  voice,  however  feeble  my 
talents,  I  conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  exert  them  in  the  way  which 
I  think  may  the  beft  conduce  to  the  objcdt  which  I  have  in  view, 
that  of  arrefting  you  in  a  career  that  leads  to  death.  In  the  (hort 
interval  between  life  and  death,  brought  as  we  are  to  the  brink  ot 
that  moft  dreadful  precipice,  which  noble  Lords  have  fo  juftly  de- 
plored, I  yet  think  it  right,  iingle  as  I  am,  to  raife  my  warning 
voice,  and  to  fave  you  if  poflible  from  the  abyfs.  The  abfence  of 
the  noble  Lords,  though  it  has  no^  furprifcd  me,  afflicts  my  heart ;  J 
I  am  not  furprixcd,  my  Lord,  becaufe  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is 
not  even  a  wife,  a  falutary  and  a  patriotic  meafure  ;  iar  be  it  from 
me  to  arraign  them,  it  is  a  meafure  upon  which  I  have  often  con-* 
templated  myfelf  with  fcrioufnefs,  and  which  I  have  more  thaa 
once  thought  of  adopting.  For  what,  my  Lords,  avails  it,  for  a 
few  tnen,  unfupported  by  public  opinion,  to  fpend  their  breath  heroj 
againft  a  fyftem  which  is  not  to  be  aflailed  by  wifdom  nor  moved  b) 
patriotifm  ;  which  repofes  itfelf  on  other  bafes  than  difcufliion,  c.i- 
perience  and  truth  ?  I  have  no  doubt,  therefore,  but  that  thefe  no* 
ble  perfons  have  declined  their  attendance  upon  confideration: 
(bong  and  weighty,  upon  principles  of  confcicnce  and  rcAitude,  a 
that  their  abfence  may  do  more  to  awaken  you  to  ferioufiiefs  and 
Tcflcdion,  than  all  they  could  have  done  t^  fine  harangues  and 
declamation^  hafwtyct  lofty,  and  however  impreffive.     My  Lord 
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if  I  come  dowiT  thus  finglc,  it  is  not  from  any  motive  of  fclf-conccit, 
it  is  not,  I  repeat  it,  bccaufe  I  think  that  any  thing  which  I.  have  to 
fiiy,  will  work  upon  your  minds,  but  becaufe  I  think  the  tinner 
themfelves  demand  from  every  man  exertion  in  every  way  in  which 
it  is  poflible,  demand  from  yourfclvcs  the  furrender  of  thofe  preju- 
dices which  have  hitherto  made  you  deaf  to  the  danger  that   fur- 
rounds,  and  demand  from  all  parties  the  forgetfulnefs  of  what  is 
paft,  that  we  may  now  come  to  contemplate  with  ferious  minds  the 
peril  of  ourlituation.      It  is  this,  my  Lords,  that  induces  me  yet  to 
trouble  you  with  my  faint,  perhaps  my  unavailing  voice.     The 
declaration,  and  what  a  declaration  !  has  made  a  moil  ferious  im- 
predion  upon  me  ;  unaccompanied  as  it  is  with  the  documents,  I 
read  it  with  a  perfeS  confidence  in  the  main  fadts  which  it  dates. 
If  one  quarter  of  thofe  fatls  be  true,  and  that  they  are  I  have  not 
the  flightcft  inclination  to  diibclievc,  what  do  they  prove  ?     That 
the  French  DiredJory  have  no  intention  to  make  peace  with  you ;  not 
merely  that  they  have  no  intention  to  make  peace  with  you,  but  they 
are  alienifed  and  hoftilc  to  the  Government  of  this  country  ?     My 
Lords,  this  is  a  mo(l  ferious  and  a  moft  important  matter,  for  then 
comes  the  great  queftion,  ^hat  are  w»c  to  do  in  fuch  a  predicament  ? 
The  noble  Earl  fays,  continue  the  war !    I  aflc  you,  how  are  yoit 
to  continue  it  ?     I  leave  all  that  has  been  faid  about  Qeneva,  and 
Genoa,  and  the  other  ftatos  who  have  fuffered  from  the  conduft  of 
France,  to  men  better  acquainted  with  the  circumftances.     We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  thefe  details.     Our  cafe  is  not  parallel. 
Great  Britain  is  not  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  the  petty  dates  which 
the  drunkcnnefs  of  the  French  Revolution  has  didurbcd,  and  we 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  contemplation  of  our  own  eafc 
by  fuch  references.      I  leave  them,  along  with  all  the  books  and 
fpeeches  of  prediftion  about  the  impolTibility  of  the  French  con- 
tinuing their  fyftem,  which  have  fo  long  and  fo  fatally  deluded  your 
Lordfhips.     We  are  come  now  to  that  j>oint,  when  we  are  doomed 
to  ad  by  ourfclvcs,  and  I  need  tot  tell  your  Lordrtiips,  that  through 
the  whole  of  this  buiinefs  it  has  been  the  invariable  principle  of 
thofe  who  have  carried  on  the  war,   that  we  could  not  make  any 
^e^ual  impreifion  on  France  without  a  Continental  ally.     If  this 
be  true,  what  (hall  we  now  do  wheruthc  French  have  made  a  Jaco- 
bin of  the  Emperor?  can  we  go  on  without  an  ally  for  any  ptir- 
pofc  of  ofience  ?     We  cannot  hope  to  recover  the  King  of  Pruflia 
as  an  ally  ;  there  is  little  chande  of  rekindling  in  his  bread  the  flame 
of  romance  that  has  now  burned  in  us  for  five  years  ^  he  long  ago 
had  wifdom  to  quit  the  fccne,  and  now  we  find,  that  even  the  Em- 
peror has  withdrawn.     I  hope,  howeveVi  that  we  fiiall  find  hi**^ 
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a  man  of  honour  in  his  engagements,  and  that  thtf  money  which 
was  advanced  in  this  country,  which  our  Minifters  have  conftanrly 
declared  was  not  a  fubfidy,  but  a  folemn  loan,  will  be  paid  with 
pun^uality  and  honour.  The  furmifcs  that  I  have  heard,  I  mu(b 
therefore  difregard.  But,  my  Lords,  what  I  in  particular  defire  to 
picfs  or^  your  confidcration  is,  that  your  are  now  called  upon  to  perfe- 
verc  in  the  conteft,  without  the  means  which  have  fo  frequently 
been  dated  as  eflential  to  its  fuccefs.  It  is  for  your  Lordlhips  to 
fiop  and  inquire  with  what  wifdom  you  are  now  to  open  this  new 
career.  The  noble  Lord  fays,  that  our  means  are  flourifliing  in 
confequence  of  our  increafed  trade.  Are  they  fo  ?  Is  the  noble 
Lord  fumifhed  with  anthentic  documents  of  this  fad  ?  I  (hall  be 
really  rejoiced  to  hear  that  this  lofty  aflfertion,  which  I  fee  alfo 
makes  a  part  of  the  fpeech,  can  be  proved  \  I  have  not  had  (^por- 
funity  to  fee  any  papers  that  can  fatisfy  me  on  the  fubjedl.  What 
I  have  fecn  arc  direflly  the  rcvcrfe.  The  papers  that  I  have  feen 
refpccling  the  ftate  of  the  trade  with  Portugal,  and  the  wine  trade, 
give  me  proofs  of  a  moft  lamentable  decay  ;  it  is  not  merely  that 
they  are  not  produ£live,  which  is  a  loofc  and  unqualified  expreflion, 
but  they  are  extremely  deficient.  It  is  not  then,  becaufe  our  failors 
have  conquered,  and  becaufe  we  have  mod  glorioufly  dcmonflrated 
to  all  the  world  the  chara£ler  of  our  natural  ftrengrh,  that  therefore 
we  are  provided  with  the  means  of  carrying  on  an  ofFenfive  war 

'  againd  France  without  a  Continental  ally.  Our  failors  indeed  have 
maintained  the  glory  of  our  maritime  empire  ;  they  have  (hown  the 
true  vis  aninut  of  the  Brttit})  marine,  which  like  the  natural  ftrength 
of  youth,  in  a  cafual  (ickncfs,  rcfifls  all  the  blunders  of  his  phyti- 
cian  ;  but  great  and  glorious  as  our  naval  exploits  have  been,  what 
can  it  do  for  us  in  fuch  a  conreft  ?  They  make  us  maftcrs  of  the 
fca  indeed,  but  where  (hall  we  land  ?  We  have  the  feas  of  Europe, 
and  France  has  its  ports  ?  It  is  nece(rary  to  the  circuit  of  commerce, 
that  not  merely  the  feas  (hould  be  open  but  the  markets.  What  then 
IS  our  relative  lituation  ? — we  have  (liips  that  traverfe  and  con[)mand 
the  ocean,  the  French  have  armies  that  traverfe  and  command  the 
fliores.  From  Paris  to  Hamburgh  on  the  one  fide,  from  Paris  to 
Liibon  on  the  other,  they  occupy,  and  they  will  Ofccupy,  every 
point  of  contadl  with  the  main  land  of  Europe.  A  Duncan  and  a 
St.  Vincent  may  fweep  "them  from  the  feas,  and  achieve  for  their 

.  country  and  their  own  names  immortal  honour ;  but  what  will  all 
this  avail  us  towards  ofFenfive  war  ?;  Arc  we  to  have  new  revolu- 
tions ;  are  we  to  look  to  new  fchcmes  of  defcent  ;  are  we  io  little 
chaltifcd  in  the  fchool  of  adverfity  as  yet  to  chert (h  the  hopes  of  in- 
vafion  of  France  i     How  are  we  to  do  it.?>    Is  it  by  baloons  i    1 
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have  heard  x)f  no  recent  invention  which  is  honoured  with  the  ap» 
probation  of  the  War-Office  for  the  conqueft  of  France.  '  But,  my 
Lords,  do  we  yet  talk  of  a  counter-revolution  after  all  the  experi- 
ence that  we  have  had ;  are  we  yet  weak  enough  to  cheri(h  this  puerile 
expedlation  ?  If  you  are,  I  would  refer  your  Lordfhips  to  a  mod 
able  pamphlet  written  by  a  late  Comptroller  General  of  France* 
The  authority  of  this  writer,  fpeaking  contrary  to  his  wifliesj  ought 
Co  have  weight.  He  ftates  admirably  well  the  (ituation  into  which 
you  have  driven  France,  and  he  expofcs  and  ridicules  the  nonfenfe 
with  which  we  have  been  fo  long  duped  and  deluded  about  their 
inability  to  continue  the  druggie.  All  the  nonfenfe  about  aflignats 
and  mandats,  with  which  my  ears  have  been  dunned  in  this  Houfe, 
for  I  profefs  to  God,  my  Lords,  that  I  have  frequently  gone  from 
this  Hoiife  fo  dunned  and  dumb-founded  with  adignats  and  man- 
dats, that  I  have  not  been  able  to  return  to  my  repofe.  But  Monfieur 
de  Calonne  fays,  with  truth,  that  all  out  driving  produced  the  con- 
trary efiedt  to'what  we  intended ;  that  it  is  quite  ridiculous  to  talk 
about  the  property  of  a  nation  where  all  its  property  is  afloat.  Its 
very  paper,  which  we  idly  looked  up  to  as  the  pr^ant  fource  of 
its  ruin,  was  not  merely  a  genuine  fource  for  the  time  that  it  laded, 
but  by  our  attacks  upon  it  became  the  principle  of  (alvation  to 
France.  It  worked  out  its  own  cure ;  and  France,  from  having 
more  pper  than  all  the  world  put  together,  has  now  lefs  than  this 
country.  Such  is  the  declaration  of  this  ingenious  man,  and  fuch  is 
his  confeflion  of  former  error.  My  Lords,  I  am  not  come  here  to  give 
my  opinion  in  the  fpirit  of  a  Frenchman !  I  am  no  Frenchman  I  I  am 
no  Jacobin !  But  in  this  mod  dreadful  criiis,  if  I  could  fugged  any 
means  that  might  tend  tocorredl  the  folly  of  our  fydem  and  to  check 
the  faitality  of  our  career,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  do  fo,  I  profefs  to  God 
I  know  but  one  means  and  one  chance  for  fafety.  I  Tee  but  one 
powerful  refource  left  to  the  nation,  and  it  is  a  change  of  Minijiers. 
I  yethave  confidence  that  this  refource  will  be  tried.  His  Majedy 
has  now  reigned  over  us  thirty-feven  years  ;  no  man  has  a  greater 
knowledge  of  the  charadler  of  the  people  of  England  than  His  Ma- 
jedy. In  the  Chief  Magidrate  of  fuch  a  Government  as  ours  it  is 
oot  great  talents  are  required  fo  much  as  that  plain  integrity  and  hu« 
mane  attention  to  the  good  of  his  people  which  rejeds  all  cofifider' 
ations  of  a  perfonal  kind,  and  feeks  only  for  their  happinefs  and 
fafety.  In  this  view  I  cannot  defpair  of  the  public  weal,  (ince,  if 
His  Majedy  will  enter  into  the  ferious  inquiry  of  the  mod  likely 
means  to  redore  tp  his  kingdoms  the  blcdings  of  peace,  he  mud  fee, 
and  every  honed  man  whom  he  confults  will  tell  him,  that  a  change 
of  his  Miniftcrs  is  the  mod  likely  m?ans  of  accompli  ftiing  that  do 
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lirable  objcS.  For,  let  us  fuppofe  how  the,  Dircflory  of  France 
muft  argue  with  refpc£l  to  the  prefent  Miniders  of  England.  It  is 
a  principle  with  me,  and  I  know  that  it  is  fit  and  prudent  for  all 
men  to  do  the  fame,  whenever  I  have  a  difpute  to  fettle  with  a  per- 
fon,  I  endeavour  to  put  myfelf  into  his  fituation,  and  to  argue  the 
cafe  as  it  is  likely  that  he  will  argue  it.  By  this  means  I  am  likely  to 
correct  my  own  views  of  the  fubjcA,  to  fubdue  my  own  pailions, 
and  to  difcufs  the  queflion  with  fairnefs  and  impartiality.  In  this 
manner  let  us  fuppofe  what  mud  be  the  train  of  reafoning  in  the 
mind  of  the  Diredory  of  France.  Muft  they  not  fpeak  in  ibme- 
thing  like  this  ftrain  ?  "  We  have  fuccecded  in  convincing  all  the 
powers  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  of  the  folly  of  the  crufade  they 
undertook  againft  us  ;  we  have  added  more  to  the  empire  of  France 
than  ever  the  mind  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  conceived  ;  we  have  mag- 
nified the  power  of  our  country  upon  the  bafis  which  gave  occaiion 
to  the  war  ;  wc  are  young  in  the  enjoyment  of  our  liberties,  and 
all  the  means  of  a  youthful  Government  are  in  our  hands ;  but 
what  remains  ?  One  power  only  under  hot-headed  councils  perfiils 
in  its  attack  upon  us,  and  fends  forth  declarations  againft  us,  charg- 
ing us  with  every  fpecies  of  atrocity,  and  denouncing  us  to  all  the 
world  as  the  authors  of  the  war  that  has  fo  long  deluged  it  in  blood. 
We,  who  only  wanted  liberty,  have  conquered  the  powers  who 
wanted  plunder,  and  have  aggrandized  ourfelves  at  the  expence  of 
our  alTailants.  One  only  of  the  confederacy,  continues  obftinately 
bent  on  our  ruin,  and  though  (lie  has  failed  in  ftirring  up  others 
sgainft  us,  ftill  rails  at  our  Government  in  paper  declarations.  And 
this  power  that  thus  perfeveres  againft  us  is  brought  by  this  very 
obftinacy  to  embarraflments  which  it  can  neither  palliate  nor  con- 
ceal. It  ftands  on  a  tottering bafe.  The  very  (hadow  of  a  defcent 
upon  Ireland  convulfed  its  Bank,  and  at  the  very  moment  that  it 
thus  threatens  to  pour  forth  its  vengeance  upon  us,  it  is  ready  to 
link  under  the  efforts  it  has  already  made.  What  then,  after  hav- 
ing  freed  ourfelves  from  thofe  powers  at  our  door,  who  could  really 
attack  us,  ihall  we  yield  to  this  infulated  foe  that  has  no  armies  with 
which  it  can  wound  us  ?  Are  we  tamely  to  fubmit  to  their  repeated 
imputations,  and  are  their  menaces  of  ftarvation  and  extermination  €o 
drfturb  our  march  P  They  mean  our  overthrow,  and  this  is  the 
true  motive  of  their  condu(5l.  Even  in  afking  for  peace,  they  mean 
hoftility.  They  feek  only  for  a  peace  that  fhall  be  an  armiftice,  in 
which  they  are  to  take  breath,  and  attack  us  to  more  advantage 
again.  No  !  they  are  inlincere.  They  arc  our  only  enemy,  and 
the  prefent  is  the  moment  for  us  to  fave  France  from  their  defignsl" 
It  is  t)o(Iible.  mv  Lords,  that  a  Member  of  the  Dtredorv  oiav  ift- 
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dulgc  himfelf  in  language  fo  vehement  as  this,  and  which  though 
it  cannot  be  juftificd,  has  unfortunately  too  much  truth  on  its  fide.. 
If  His  Majerty  (hould  converfe  with  any  plain,  fenfible  and  honeft 
men  upon  the  fubjedt,  what  murt  be  their  advice  ?  That  to  fay  no 
worfc,  his  fervants  had  been  hot-headed  and  intemperate ;  that  their 
refolsitions  had  been  unfteady,  their  conduift  equivocal,  their  mca- 
fures  contradidory,  their  caufe  without  principle,  tlieir  proceeding 
without  plan  ;  that  they  had  never  been  able  to  fatisfy  the  thinking 
part  of  the  nation  as  to  the  wifdom,  the  ncccflity,  or  the  jufticc  of 
the  war  ;  nor  had  they  been  able  to  fatisfy  even  thofe  who  approved 
of  the  motive  of  the  war,  with  the  vigour,  the  prudence,  or  the 
economy  of  its  conduft  ;  they  would  fay  that  the  French  Dire<Sory 
had  too  much  reafon  for  their  fufpicions  of  our  fincerity,  even  in  our 
profelTions  of  peace.  In  all  the  inflances  where  Commiflioncrs  had 
been  appointed  to  negotiate,  a  dark  underhand  game  was  played, 
which  contradicted  the  public  profeffion  of  the  Britifti  Cabinet. 
Thus  when  a  Commiflioner  was  fcnt  to  Switzerland,  and  that  Mr. 
Wickham  opened  a  correfpondence  with  th^  French,  they  difcovered 
that  it  was  only  for  the  purpofe  of  negotiating  a  loan.  Again,  when 
my  Lord  Malmefbury  was  fent  to  Paris,  they  difcovered  that  while 
we  were  thus  making  profcflions  of  peace  in  Paris,  we  were  nego- 
tiating a  hoftile  treaty  with  Ruflia  ;  and  laft  of  all,  our  negotiation 
at  Liflc  was  accompanied  by  that  counter-revolutionary  infurredJion 
in  the  interior  of  France,  which  produced  the  convulfion  of  the  4th 
of  September,  and  in  which  they  affed  to  fay,  that  they  difcovered 
the  infidious  hand  of  the  Englifh  Minifter.  My  Lords,  I  do  not 
prefume  to  fpeak  from  any  pcrfonal  knowledge  on  this  fubjedl ;  but, 
he  muft  be  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  fee  that  the  French  charge 
our  Minillers  with  the  fad,  and  that  our  declaration  is  ftudioufly 
fliy  of  difproving  the  charge.  Yet  you  cannot  avoid  obferving  that 
up  to  the  4th  of  September,  the  negotiation  continued  ;  but  on  the 
burfting  of  that  volcano,  the  conferences  broke  up.  What  then 
would  an  honeft  advifer  of  His  Majefty  fay  ?  but,  that  Minifters 
who  had  thus  conducted  themfelves,  and  who  had  thus  exafperated 
the  enemy,  were  lefs  likely  than  other  men  to  procure  peace  for  the 
country.  They  would  advife  him  atlcaft  to  try  the  expedient,  they 
would  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  advantage  which  they  now  poflefs, 
of  afferting  with  a  colour  of  probability,  that  the  war  is  continued 
only  becaufe  the  Minifters  of  His  Britannic  Majefty  arc  infidious  and 
infinccre. 

If  I  am  afked  upon  what  line  and  bafis  a. peace  ought  to  be 
concluded,  I  can  only  fay,  that  provided  it  is  concluded  in  the  fpiric 
of  peace,  I  would  not  be  very  anxious  to  fpccify  the  conditions. 
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I  do  not  think  that  mere  colonies,  cither  Eaft  Indian  or  Weft  In- 
dian, a  fufficicnt  argument  for  the  continuance  of  war,  not  even 
Tiincomale  itfclf.     As  to  our  Weft- India  fctilements,  the  events 
that  have  recently  happened,  have  materially  changed  our  policy 
with  regard  to  them.     When  we  enjoyed  all  their  confumption,  it 
was  very  different ;  but  now  that  is,  in  a  great  meafurc,  transferred 
to  America,  and  when  the  enlightened  fpiritof  humanity  has  done 
fo  much  towards  the  emancipation  of  the  negro  flaves,  and  that  the 
French  Revolution  has  introduced  the  principles  ^f  infubordination 
into   thofe   iflands,  I  would  not  contend    for  a  (ingle   day  about 
any  objefl  in  the  Weft  Indies  :  the  value  of  thofe  colonics  is  very 
much  leffcned,  indeed,  to  England.     As  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  about  which  fo  many  lofty  expectations  were  formed,  on  that 
alfo  our  ideas  arecorreded  ;  the  whole  k  found  to  be  a  dream.  I 
have  reafon'to  know,  that  the  men  who  are  the  moft  ardent  in  their 
cxpa£btions  about  the  Cape,  are  now  convinced  that  it  would  be 
not  only  ufclefs  but  inconvenient  to  keep  it.     The  whole,  then,  is 
reduced  to  Trincomale  ;  and  though  I  own  that  Trincomale  is  of 
enormous  value  to  the  defence  of  our  Eaft-Irldian  empire,  and  that 
it  is  a  thing  which  we  ought  to  negotiate  for,  and  to  get,  if  we  can; 
yet  it  furcly  is  not  worth  the  continuance  of  a  war.     We  gained  our 
empire  in  the  Eaft  without  Trincomale ;  we  have  taken  Trinco- 
male before  now,  and  given  it  up  ;  and  I  am  not  for  incurring 
another  campaign  that  will  coft  us  thirty  millions,  for  the  fake  of 
this  fcttlement.     This  is  my  opinion,  and  I  throw  it  forth  without 
hefitation.     Let  us  come  to  our  fenfes ;  our  fyftcm  ought  to  be 
purely  defenfive  ;  a  defenfive  war  is  not  a  great  evil  to  this  country, 
compared  with  that  which  we  have  been  doomed  to  endure.     But 
let  us  above  all  regain  the  opinion  of  Europe  ;  we  have  loft  it  by 
our  intemperance,  our  pride,  and  our  rapacity.     Let  us  proclaim 
freedom  to  neutral  nations ;  we  (hall  be  forced  to  do  it,  and  that 
vith  an  ill  grace  ;  the  prefent  is  the,  moment  favourable  to  concili- 
ation.    If  thus  we  recognize  the'commercial  freedom  of  the  world, 
we  fliall  be  the  firft  to  profit  from  the  grand  and  generous  fyftem. 
Our  means  for  a  defenfive  fyftem  are,  indeed,  large ;  thcfe  our  nau- 
tical (kill,  and  our  nautical  capital,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  phrafc) 
would  maintain  to  us  the  true  fovereignty  of  the  feas,  for  it  would 
iecure  to  us  the  empire  of  ita  commerce.     To  this  I  would  fuggcft 
the  important  duty  of  a  thorough  examination  of  our  expenccs 
through  all  their  details,  and  of  our  abufes  through  all  their  gra- 
dations :  there  are  other  things  that  muft  alfo  enter  into  this  plan, 
and  which  will  naturally  fuggeft  tl>emfclves  to  every  mind.     Wc 
have  not  merely  Europe  to  conciliate^  i^e  have  alfo  to  conciliate  at 
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home ;  we  muft  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people.  I  need  not  tell 
you,  my  Lords,  'that  parts  of  this  empire  are  convulfed  to  the 
heart ;  you  will  naturally  feci  that  I  turn  my  eye  to  the  ftate  of 
Ireland^  from  which  all  public  information  is  barre<i ;  but  you 
muft  not  (hut  your  minds  againd  it,  it  prefTes  too  forcibly  upon 
you  for  refinance.  I  have  feen  letters  from  a  noble  perfon  worthy 
of  the  highefi  conBderation  which  give  this  emphatical  defcription 
of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland : — '"  Ireland  is  quiet  indeed  ;  but  it 
is  the  quiet  which  reigns  on  board  of  a  tender  .under  the  manage-- 
mentd^a  prefs-gang."  I  have  feen  alfo  a  letter,  in  an  evening 
print,  The  Courier^  which  loudly  calls  upon  your  Lordfhips'  at- 
tention. It  gives  fuch  a  defcription  of  the  horrors  that  reign  in 
Ireland,  as,  if  true,  ought  inftantly  to  call  for  redrefs.  I  am  con- 
vinced  that,  if  this  fubjcfl  is  not  immediately  taken  up,  that  we  (hall 
have  but  one  alternative,  a  federal  union,  ^r  a  feparation.  My 
Lords,  the  cafe  is  imminent.  I  fpeak  as  no  party  ^an  on  the 
fubje<S ;  fecure  to  me  my  property  and  my  quiet.  The  people 
who  arc  to  be  governed  have  a  right  to  both  ;  and  I  fee  no  means 
of  rcftoring  the  people  to  the  fccurity  of  property,  and  the  fatisfac« 
tion  of  repofe,  but  by  making  peace  with  thai  mighty  people,  who, 
to  the  enthufiafm  of  liberty^  have  all  the  rcfources  of  a  nation  yet 
before  theni.  They  are  not  exhaufted  as  we  are;  they  have  not 
run  through  all  the  clafles  of  taxation  ;  the  combat  is  unequal,  and 
I  dread  the  event.  Peace  is  nccefl'ary  to  our  deliverance,  by  that 
we  may  leffen  our  expcnccs,  not,  as  it  is  vainly  held  out  in  the 
fpccch  ;  for  fo  long  as  the  war  lafts,  the  enemy  is  the  arbiter  of 
your  expcnce — but  by  a  wcll-conftru<9ed  and  afoHd  peace,  you  may 
pave  the  way  for  the  amelioration  of  your  internal  ftate.  You  may 
fatisfy  the  people  that  their  reprcfentation  is  fubftantial  and  effica- 
cious to  its  purpofc,  not  by  giving  to  them  the  bubble  of  univprfal 
fuffrage,  a  thing  which  no  man  that  ufes  the  term  has  ever  been 
able  juftly  to  define,  much  Icfs  to  reconcile  with  common  fenfc  and 
pradice,  butxto,  fatisfy  them  by  gradual  reforms  growing  out  of  the 
Conftitution  itfelf.  I  fay  gradual  reforms,  for  God  forbid  that  any 
other  but  gradual  reform  (hould  ever  be  countenanced  in  England, 
My  Lords,  I  have  done.  I  had  fome  intentions  of  putting  fomc 
words  into  the  (hapeof  an  amendment,  but  I  knew  it  was  ufelefs. 
I  fee  no  good  that  can  be  obtained  in  that  way.  I  have  now,  for 
forty  years,  feen  the  fate  of  them  in  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament. 
I  lock  to  another  quarter  for  our  remedy.  We  have  a  Prince  of 
experience  on  the  Throne ;  he  has  friends  who  are  capable  of  giving 
him  found  and  ferious  advice.  It  is,, perhaps,  come  to  the  eridcal 
nuiiuie  when  acting  on  their  counfel,  he  may  yet  refcue  us  £roi»(&4 . 
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htt  that  impends  over  our  heads.     May  God  grant  that  wc  (hall 
ftiU  owe  to  his  paternal  care  the  national  fafety. 

Lord  MULGRAVE  faid,  that  notwithftanding  a  very  patient, 
and  he  did  hope  an  impartial  attention  to  the  fpeech,  and  the  topics 
contained  in  the  fpeech  of  the  laft  noble  fpcaker,  he  yet  found  him- 
felf  not  prepared  to  concur  with  him  in  any  one  of  his  arguments, 
nor  in  the  conclufions  he  had  drawn  from  them.  Noble  Lords  had 
that  night  heard  much  faid  of  the  impoffibility  of  carrying  on  the 
prefent  war  without  an  ally,  and  the  noble  Marquis,  Lanfdown,  urged 
the  declarations  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  formerly  as  auxiliary 
proofs  of  the  truth  of  the  political  dogma.  But  he  (Lord  Mul- 
grave)  thought  otherwife.  It  was,  indeed,  true,  that  originally  and 
early  in  the  conreft,  the  varied  and  prodigious  eHbrts  of  the  common 
enemy  ;  their  publicly  declared  hoftility  to  the  religion,  the  govern- 
ments, the  crowns,  and  the  venerable  eftablifhments  of  Europe,  had 
neceffarily  provoked  an  extenfive,  gigantic  coalition  againfl  them,  but 
time  had  foftened  thofe  pafllons  which  had  given  birth  to  thefc  enor- 
mities, and  the  coalition  ag;iinft  them  gradually  vaniflied.  The 
neceflky  that  exidcd  then  for  our  carrying  on  war  without  fome  ally, 
had  now,  however  ceafed,  and  we  were  to  feek  in  the  dignity,  the 
courage,  and  the  refources  of  the  country,  the  means  of  repelling,  or 
treating  with  the  common  enemy.  He  would  afk — "  Are  we  in- 
dependent or  not?"  If  independent,  it  furcly  could  not  well  accom- 
modate itfelf  to  the  feelings  of  noble  Lords,  to  the  diftinguiflied 
Peers  of  a  mighty  empire,  to  be  now  reduced,  with  their  country,  to 
aftate  of  vaflfalage.  Such  would  be  the  condition  of  a  country,  whofc 
inhabitants  could  only  defend  themfelves  in  conjunction  with  an 
ally.  For  to  be  unable  to  defend  themfelves  without  one,  would 
be  to  depend  wholly  on  an  ally  for  prote(5>ion.  But,  continued  his 
Lordfhip,  wc  have  in  our  extending  and  flouriftiing  commerce,  in 
our  vaft  and  triumphant  navy — the  means  of  fecurity  and  ultimate 
triumph  over  our  inveterate  enemies.  On  our  commerce,  on  our 
navy,  on  the  brave  men  who  condudl  our  fleets  to  vidlory,  we  have 
to  rely,  and  not  on  any  ally,  however  powerful  and  well  difpofed  to 
fuftain  that  auguft  charafler.  The  noble  Marquis  (Lanfdown)  has, 
however,  contended  moft  ftrenuoufly,  that  we  cannot  proceed  in  the 
war  in  which  wc  are  engaged,  with  any  profpedl  or  well-founded 
hope  of  fuccefs,  without  an  ally  ;  and  he  has  founded  this  his  afler- 
tion  on  what  he  has  been  pleafcd  to  denominate  an  accurate  labo- 
rious refcarch  into  the  (late  of  the  financial  refources  of  France,  com- 
paring the  refult  of  his  refearches  with  what  he  knew  of  the  refources 
of  our  own  country.  But,  continued  his  Lordfliip,  if  the  noble 
M^f^uis  had  as  accurately  and  laborioufly  examined  the  financial 
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affairs  of  France,  as  he  feems  to  have  done  thofc  of  this  country, 
he  could  not  hereby  have  failed  to  difcover  that  her  rcfources  arc 
more  limited,  more  precarious,  and  therefore  lefs  the  fubjcd  of  con- 
fident aiTertion,  of  prophetfc  declamation,  than  'the  more  extcnfivc, 
permanent,  and  produdivc  rcfources  of  the  Britifli  empire.  The 
noble  Marquis  did  not,  however,  feefn  at  all  times  alike  willing  to 
turn  his  eyes  to  theenemy,  and  its  difficulties,  as  to  the  fancied  ruined 
ftate  of  this  country.  But,  faid  Lord  Mulgrave,  I  am  far  from 
confidering  England  ruined :  (he  is  capable  of  vaft  and  vigorous 
exertions,  and  noble  Lords  will  do  well  not  to  abandon  themfelves 
to  childilh,  ill-founded  fears,  in  a  crilis  undoubtedly  of  difficulty, 
but  not  of  danger.  Still  peace  was  defirable,  and  every  exertion 
which  wifdom  could  fuggeft,  and  that  did  not  reproach  our  glory 
and  honour  as  a  nation,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  ought  to  be  employed  in 
order  to  obtain  it.  The  noble  Marquis  had  dwelt  at  fome  length 
on  the  condudl  of  His  Majefty*s  Minifters  ;  he  had  aflferted,  that 
with  them  no  peace  could  be  procured,  but  that  without  them,  it 
was  probable  the  enemy  would  liften  to  fuch  terms  of  peace  a$ 
ftiould  not  be  difgraceful  to  us  as  a  nation.  Now,  obfervcd  his  Lord- 
fliip,  if  any  noble  Lord,  if  the  noble  Marquis  himfelf  can  prove, 
that  by  a  change  of  Adminiftration  the  enemy  would  alter  its  tone, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  its  pretenfions,  he  himfelf  would  rea- 
dily vote  for  a  change,  and  he  (hould  think,  that  if  Minifters  con- 
tinued one  hour  in  office  after  the  produ(^\ion  of  fuch  a  proof,  they 
would  be  undeferving  the  confidence  of  that  Houfe  and  of  the 
Country.  They  would  not  for  one  moment  enjoy  his.  But  his 
Lordfhip  was  far  from  imagining  that  more  talent,  more  virtue,  or 
more  wifdom,  could  be  collc6ted  and  formed  into  an  Adminiftra- 
tion,  from  the  moft  diftinguifhed  claffcs  of  focicty  than  were  to  be 
met  with  among  the  prefent  Miniftry.  Even  the  noble  Marquis 
himfelf,  who  undoubtedly  poffeflcd  great  and  fplendid  talents,  and 
was  much  experienced  in  official  duties,  appeared  to  him  as  incapa- 
ble of  producing  the  changes  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  enemy,  of 
which  their  Lordfhips  had  heard  fo  much  that  night.  [Here  Lords 
Mulgrave  and  Lanfdown  entered  into  a  fliort  explanation.  It  was 
occafioned  by  Lord  Mulgrave  having  faid,  that  the  noble  Marquis, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  fpecch,  had  aflTerted,  that  he  not  only  fpote  his 
own  fentiments,  but  thofe  of  noble  Lords  who  were  abfent — This 
Lord  Lanfdown  confidcred  a  miftatement  of  his  words]  Lord 
Mulgrave  proceeded:  he  faid,  that  the  noble  Marquis  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  eloquent  fpeech  that  night,  favoured  their  Lordfhips 
with  the  manifefto  of  the  Executive  Direftory  of  Frai)ce.  He  had 
aflTumed  to  himfelf  the  high  and  mighty  fituaiion  of  a  French  Di- 


I02  'PARLIAMENTARY  [Lords. 

TcAoTy  and  been  the  felf-created  organ  of  fuch  a  charadter.  In  his 
new  garby  the  noble  Marquis  had — it  was  matter  of  courfe  that  he 
(hould  have  difplayed  fome  of  the  arrogance,  and  been,  perhaps,  ac- 
curate in  his  delineation  of  the  part  ufually  performed  by  a  Merlin 
or  a  Barras.  He  had  faid,  that,  a*  a  Member  of  that  Diredlorr, 
he  would  fay  to  the  Miniftry  of  Great  Britain,  **  You  n>enacc  us 
with  an  ofFenfive  war,  to  be  carried  on  againft  us  with  all  the  acti- 
vity, and  with  all  the  zeal,  which  has  ever  diftinguiftied  your  naval 
efforts.  Be  it  fo :  but  it  will  in  our  turn,  be  our  only  and  condant 
care  to  prefcnt  your  fleets  with  a  line  of  coaft  invulnerable  to  their 
ixioft  inveterate,  pcrfevcring  efforts.  Ours  (hall  be  a  fyftem  of  dc- 
fenlive  warfare ;  thus,  while  your  cruizers  and  fleets  are  maimed, 
and  ba(Hed  by  the  elements  or  unavailing  expeditions,  we  fhall 
poffefs  entire  command  over  our  internal  refources,  and  be  able,  in 
many  inftances,  to  import  into  our  cities  the  varied  productions  of 
the  globe.  A  defcnfive  war  will  thus.preferve  our  domeftic  tran- 
quillity, but  difiurb  and  diflradl  yours."  It  was  in  words  fuch  as 
thefe  that,  continued  Lord  Mulgrave,  the  noble  Marquis  exprelTed 
himfelf  in  his  new  chara^er.  Such  was  the  mantfefto  he  had 
framed  for  the  Executive  Dire(Sory  of  France  ;  and  it  could  not 
be  deemed  an  unwifc  one.  For,  faid  his  Lordfliip,  among  men 
of  my  profeffion,  a  defenfive  war  is  ever  confidered  as  being  preg- 
nant with  the  means  of  deflru8ion  to  thofe  againft  whom  it  is  waged. 
True,  the  converfe  of  this  proportion  applies  equally  to  all  coun- 
tries ;  and  we  ourfelves,  by  adopting  a  war  in  its  nature  altqgether 
defenfive,  may  cxpe(5t  to  fucceed  in  the  eiKi  more  in  humbling  the 
enemy,  than  we  could  juftly  anticipate  as  the  refult  of  any  other 
fyftem.  To  this  expe6lation  might,  indeed,  be  oppofed,  though 
not  fairly,  the  terrible  example  of  an  offenfive  war,  the  mod  tre- 
mcndoufly  vigorous  that  ever  nations  waged  againft  any  individual 
power.  It  might  be  urged,  that  as  we  failed  of  fupcefs  while  yet 
allied  with  fome  of  the  moft  warlike  and  valiant  nations  of  Europe, 
no  defenfive  war  could  ever  humble  a  people  who  had  fo  broken 
and  fo  diflipated  that  league  formed  to  deftroy  them.  Into  this  fob- 
je£t,  however,  his  Lordfhip  faid  he  would  not  then  go  more  at  large. 
Still  he  was  fatisfled  that  the  only  means  of  bringing  the  enemy 
within  the  fcale  of  reafon  Were  to  be  found  in  a  defenfive  war. 
When  the  noble  Marquis  faid  that  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Trin- 
comale,  and  Ceylon,  were  unimpojrtant  poffeffions,  produftiveonly 
pf  national  diftrefs,  inafmuch  as  they  were  r)ational  burdens  ;  when, 
(aid  Lord  Mulgrave,  thefe  points  were  agitated,^  I  felt  myfelf,  your 
Lord(1)ips  beft  know  whether  naturally,  fomewhat  warmed,  and 
ready  to  diffcnt  from,  the  propofition.     If  it  were  t^ue  that  cho£( 
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pofleflions  arc  of  no  importance  to  us,  then  might  they  be  given  to 
France ;  but  is  it  not  ftrange  that  the  Direflory  in  their  manifefto, 
infift  upon  their  reftoration  as  valuable  colonies,  not  as  the  terms  of 
peace,  but  as  the  price  of  negotiation  ?  Every  view  which  I  am  at 
this  moment  able  to  take  of  the  relative  fituations  of  "the  two  coun- 
tries ;  of  the  French,  haughty,  infolent,  and,  as  foes,  inveterate  and 
infatiable  ;  qualities  which  even  the  noble  Marquis  himfelf  fecms 
at  length  to  have  difcovercd  in  them  ;  obliges  me  to  recommend  the 
profccution  of  the  war  with  renewed  vigour  ;  and  if  noble  LT)rds 
who  now  hear  me,  if  the  country,  be  jealous  of  its  rights,  and  de- 
firc  fmcerely  to  prefer ve  and  defend  the  Conftltution,  they  will  not, 
in  a  conjundure  like  the  prefent,  withhold  their  confidence  and 
fupport  from  Minifters. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  Lord  Fitxwilliam's  motion,  it  was 
negatived. 

The.  Duke  of  NORFOLK  faid,  that  he  would  not  have  at- 
tended the  Houfc  that  night,  had  not  his  hereditary  fituation  (Earl 
Marflial)  impofed  it  upon  him  as  a  duty  ;  yet  as  this  had  been  the 
cafe,  he  could  not  refift  a  wi(h  which  had  entered  his  mind,  of 
making  one  or  two  remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble 
Lord  (Mulgrave).  That  noble  Lord  had  faid,  that  he  confidered 
his  Majefty's  prcfent  Minifters  as  able,  as  virtuous,  and  worthy  of 
confidence  as  any  fct  of  men  that  could  be  colledted  from  the  claflfes 
of  which  fociety  was  compofed.  "  As  for  myfclf,*'  faid  the  noble 
Duke,  **  I  give  them  no  credit  either  for  great  talents  or  great 
virtues."  They  tell  us,  that  they  have  ufcd  all  confiftent  and  ho- 
nourable endeavours  to  procure  peace,  yet,  after  a  viftory  the  moft, 
brilliant,  but  defperate,  that  ever  adorned  our  annals,  Minifters  feem 
not  to  poflefs  the  calm  and  fettled  paflions  of  lovers  of  peace,  but 
the  ftormy,  turbulent  paftions  of  minds  projefling  war.  The  noble 
Duke  regretted,  that  after  crippling  the  fleet  of  one  enemy,  and 
leaving  their  commerce  in  an  almoft  unprotected  ftate,  the  ardour 
for  negotiation  (hould  have  ceafed,  and  war  alone  make  the  theme 
of  Minifterial  declamation.  But  it  had  long  been  unufual  with  his 
Grace  to  regard  their  profeflions  as  thofe  of  men  fincere  in  their 
wifhes.  **  Nevcrthclcfs,"  faid  the  noble  Duke,  *^  I  am  ready  to 
allow,  that  from  the  declaration  which  Government  recenily  pub- 
li(hed»  a  paper  in  which  fome  ftrong  and  well-exprelTed  arguments 
would  be  found, — the  French  in  their  conduft  during  the  negotia- 
tion at  Lifle,  had  well  merited  the  epithet,  applied  to  them  in  that 
ftate  paper,^nd  that  fhey  were  in  the  wrong.  But  (faid  his  Grace), 
while  Minifters  w^re  proving  that  the  enemy  were  wrong,  it  was 
incumbent  upon  them  to  prove  alfo  that  they  were  themfelvcs  in 
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the  right.     In  the  declaration  his  Grace  had  met  with  one  paflage 
which  conveyed  to  his  mind  tiic  boldeft  and  moft  explicit  flatement 
of  topics  in  themfelves  truly  interefting,  yet  unacconipanied  by  the 
documents  which  are  always  neceffary  to  fuftain  fads." 
Here  his  Grace  read  from  the  declaration  as  follows  : 
*^  He"    [His  Majefty]    '*  diredted  his    Minifter  to  repair  to 
France,  furniftied  with  the  moft  ample  powers,  and  inAru6)ed  to 
communicate  at  once,  an  explicit  and  detailed  propofal  and  plan  of 
peace,  reduced  into  the  (hapc  of  a  regular  treaty,  juft  and  moderate 
in  its  principles,  embracing  all  the  interefts  concerned,  and  extended 
to  every  fubjeft  connefled  with  the  re(\oration  of  public  tranquil- 
lity.     The  communication  of  this  paper,  delivered  in  the  very  firft 
conference,  was  accompanied  by  fuch  explanations  as  fully  dated  and 
detailed  the  utmott  cxtentof  His  Majefty's  views,  and  at  the  fame 
time  gave  ample  room  for  the  examination  of  every  difputed  point, 
for  mutual  arrangement  and  conccflion,  and  for  reciprocal  facilities 
arifing  out  of  the  progrefs  of  fair  difcuflion."     Thefc,  continued 
his  Grace,  are  documents,  the  want  of  which  difqualifies  me  .from 
judging  of  the  condudl  of  Minifters.    Their  produ6^ion  will  enable 
noble  Lords  to  fay,  whether,  while  France  was  in  the  wrong,  His 
Majefty's  Minifters   were  in  the  right.     A  propofal  and,  plan  of 
peace  fo  formed,  and  that  embraced  fuch  principles,  cannot   but 
abound  in  proofs  of  the  fincerity  of  Minifters;,  and  therefore,  faid 
his  Grace,  we  may  expeft  that  they  will  haften  to  lay  it  before  your 
Lordihips.    But  it  is  not  this  paper  alone,  there  are  alfo  other  papers 
referred  to  in  His  Majefty*s  fpeech  that  Minifters  have  failed  to 
communicate  to  the  Houfe.     "In  cenfuring  Minifters  for  their 
inattention  to  (he  duty  they  owe  to  your  Lordfliips,  and  their  appa- 
rent contempt  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  Parliament,  I  wifli 
(faid  his  Grace)  to  employ  the  mildeft  expreflions.     Perhaps  that 
ccnfurc  is  fufficiently  fevcre,  which  arifes  from  the  juft  indignation 
of  individual  bofoms  on  the  dcvelopemcnt  of  condu(ft  fo  unparlia- 
mentary ;  and  that  fo  emphatically  expreflcs  how  little  His  Ma- 
jefty's Minifters  regard  their  obligations  of  duty  to  your  Lord(hips." 
His  Grace  concluded  with  moving,  as  an  amendment  to  the  ad- 
drcfs,  "  That  His  Majefty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  the 
papers  referred  to  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  and  in  the  declaration 
publilhed  on  the  28th  ult.  to  be  laid  before  that  Houfc." 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  in  reply  obfervcd,  that  a^  the  addrcfs  had 
been  agreed  to,  it  would  be  informal  then  to  move  for  an  amiend- 
ment.  And  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  noble  Duke  would  there- 
fore agree  to  withdraw  his.  motion. 

The  Duke  of  NORFOLK  rofe  merely  to  ftate,  that  while  he 
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willingly  concurred  ii)  maintaining  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  by  with- 
drawing his  motion,  he  could  not  but  exprcfs  his  difapprobation  of 
the  conduA  of  Minifters,  in  their  total  difregard  of  all  order, 
of  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  and  of  their  duty  to 
their  country.  >    , 

LordGRENVILLE  rofe  in  reply,  and  faid — "  I  cannot,  ray 
Lords,  diflemble  the  indignation  I  feel  at  b<!ing  accufed,  in  com- 
mon with  the  reft  of  His  Majefty's-fervants,  of  a  difregard  of  all 
order,  of  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  this  Houfe,  and  of  our  duty 
to  our  country— accufations  which  are  not  more  general  than  they 
are  ill-founded.  My  Lotds,  it  was  not  pofliblc  for  mc,  nor,  in- 
deed, is  it  cuftomary,  to  lay  before  your  I^ordfhips  papers  referred 
to  in  His  Majefty's  fpeech,  on  the  evening  of  the  day  when  it  is 
communicated  to  your  Lordfhips  from  the  Throne ;  and  were  it 
even  pradlicable,  the  fubmicting  fuch  papers  fo  haftily  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  your  Lordfhips  might,  inftead  of  aflifling  us  in  the 
debate,  rather  tend  to  embarrai^  our  difcuflfions.  On  occafions 
like  the  prefent,  only  His  Majefty's  fpeech  can  properly  occupy  our 
attention :  and  papers  conned^ed  with  it  being  always  laid  in  due 
time  upon  your  table,  regularly  form  the  topics  of  fubfequent  dif- 
cuiTion.  Thus  much,  then,  I  truft  I  have  fuccefsfuUy  repelled  the 
violent,  impaffioned  attack  made  upon  myfelf  and  my  colleagues  by 
the  noble  Duke.  With  refpedt  to  the  accufation  founded  on  my 
fuppofed  negle£l  of  the  forms  and  regulations  of  this  Houfe,  the 
noble  Duke  need  not  ta  be  told  that  his  motion  violated  decorum, 
and  was  made  in  a  ftate  of  profound  ignorance  of  thofe  regula«- 
tions ;  for  the  right  obfervance  of  which  he  evinced  fuch  zeal.** 
His  hordihip  concluded  with  aflliring  the  Houfe,  that  he  (hould  to- 
morrow lay  before  them  fuch  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  His  Ma- 
jefty's fpeech,  as  His  Majefty  might  deem  it  prudent  to  com- 
municate. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  original  addrefe  (of  which 
tlic  following  is  a  copy],  and  it  was  canied. 

**  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

"  We,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjcfts  the  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  Parliament  aftembled,  beg  leave  to  return 
your  Majefty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
Speech  firom  the  Throne  ;  and  to  exprefs  to  your  Majefty  the  juft 
fonfc  which  we  entertain  of  your  Majefty's  paternal  anxiety  for  the 
welfare  of  your  fubjeds,  manifeftcd  in  the  earneft  dcfire  expreffed 
by  your  Majefty  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  on  fecurc  and  honour- 
able terms. 
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<'  We  return  your  Majefly  our  humble  thanks  (or  the'comnm- 
nications  which  you  have  dircAcd  to  be  laid  be&re  us  ;  and  we 
aflure  your  Majefly,  that  we  (hall  proceed,  without  delay,  to  the 
confideration  of  thofe  meafures  which  the  circumftances  of  the  pre- 
fent  criiis  require ;  and  that,  while  we  participate  with  your  Majcfiy 
in  the  concern  which  your  Majefty  feels  at  the  failure  of  your  cameft 
endeavours  to  procure  for  your  people  the  bleflings  of  peace,  we  are 
fully  confident,  from  the  uniform  tenour  of  your  Majefty 's  condufi, 
that  every  ftep  has  been  taken  by  your  Majefty  which  could  tend  to 
accelerate  that  objeft ;  and  that  it  is  to  the  unwarrantable  preten- 
lions  and  inordinate  ambition  of  the  enemy,  and,  above  all,  to  their 
inveterate  antmofity  againft  thefc  kingdoms,  that  the  long  delay  and 
final  rupture  of  the  n^otiation  are  to  be  afcribcd. 

**  We  intreat  your  Majefty  to  believe  that,  imprefled  as  we  arc 
with  the  neceflity  and  the  magnitude  of  the  conteft  in  which  we  arc 
engaged,  as  well  as  of  the  value  of  the  intercfts  which  we  have  at 
ftake,  no  exertions  will  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  enable  your  Ma- 
jefty to  piofecute  the  war  with  vigour,  until  a  more  juft  and  pacific 
fpirit  (hall  prevail  on  the  part  of  the  enemy ;  and  t& employ,  in  tk 
defence  of  every  thing  that  is  deareft  to  us,  thofe  means  and  refourcfs 
which  the  prcfent  lituation  of  our  country  holds  out. 

<<  We  aflure  your  Majefty  that  we  refleft  with  peculiar  latislac- 
tion  on  the  public  fpirit  which  has  been  qifptayed  by  your  Majefiy's 
fubjeAs,  and  on  the  conduit  by  which  your  Majefty's  troops,  of 
every  defcription,  have  acquired  frefti  claims  to  our  efteem  and  ad- 
miration. 

**  We  are  particularly  deftrous  of  embracing  the  earlieft^  oppor- 
tunity to  offer  to  your  Majefty  our  warm  and  heartfelt  congranila- 
tions  on  that  lignal  and  dccifive.yidoty  which  has  crowned  the  ferics 
of  fpendid  fuccefl*cs  obtained  by  your  Majefty's  fleets  over  all  our 
diiFcrcnt  enemies  in  the  courfc  of  the  prefent  war ;  a  vi£)ory  no  \cS$ 
important  in  its  confequcnccs,  than  glorious  in  the  circumftances  by 
which  it  is  diftinguiftied. 

«  We  arc  deeply  fcniible  of  the  manner  in  which  your  Majcftj* 
is  pleafed  to  exprefs  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  bcft  endeavours 
taicftifybyour  condudl  our  anxious  regard  for  the  intercfts  of  our 
country,  and  our  invariable  attachment  to  your  Majefty  *s  perfon  and 
government. 

**  Senfiblie  of  the  bleftings  which,  under  your  Majefty's  paternal 
care,  are  derived  to  us  from  our  civil  and  religious  eftabli(hments, 
and  which  diftinguifh  us  from  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe; 
and  perfuadcd  that  thefe  bleftings  can  only  be  preferved  by  incul- 
cating and  enforcing  a  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  and 
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by  lepreQing  with  promptitude  every  attempt  to  difturb  our  in* 
temal  tranquillity,— it  (hall  be  the  firft  object  of  our  attention  tp 
contribute^  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  the  maintenance  of 
that  happy  Conftitution  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  and 
on  which  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every  dafs  of  your  Majefty's 
fubjefis  eflentially  depend." 

His  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Anfwer. 

Mf  Lords  t 

I  thank  ym  for  this  UyaU  dutiful^  and  affeSftonate  addrejs* 
In  a  crtjis  of  Jo  much  importance  to  the  fecurity  and  happinefs  of  every 
chfs  of  my  fuhjeBsy  it  is  a  great  fatisfaBion  to  me  to  know  that  you 
entertain  a  juftfenfe  of  the  nature^  magnitude  j  and  neceffity  of  the  contefl 
in  which  we  are  engaged  :  and  that  I  may  rely  with  confidence  on  pur 
fupport  in  my  fixed  and  unalterable  determination  to  maintain  to  the 
utmoft  the  laws,  liberties ^  and  religion,  of  my  people^  and  the  dignity ^ 
honour^  and  independance  of  my  kingdoms. 

Earl  SPENCER  faid,  that  where  he  to  follow  the  impulfe  of  his 
own  feelings,  he  (hould  move  inftantly  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to 
Admiral  Lord  Duncan,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com* 
mand,  for  the  glorious  victory  obtained  over  the  enemy  ;  but  as  it 
was  more  agreeable  with  the  ufage  of  Parliamept,  and  more  confo- 
nantto  the  dignity  of  the  fubjed,  to  appoint  a  day  for  its  difcuflion, 
he  therefore  now  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  Ihould  mpvcthe 
thanks  of  the  Houfe  as  he  had  Aated.  He  then  nK)ved  that  the 
Lords  be  fummoned  for  to-morrow. — Ordered. 

Adjourned. 

Friday f  November  3. 

Earl  SPENCER  rofe,  purfuant  to  his  notice  of  laft  night,  to 
fulfil,  he  faid,  his  duty,  in  bringing  forward  a  motion  ;  refpedting 
the  propriety  of  which,  there  could  not  cxift  two  opinions,  not  only 
in  that  Houfe,  but  in  the  country  at  large.  It  was  to  move  kt 
the  honour  of  your  Lordlhips'  thanks  to  the  noble  Admiral^ 
Lord  Vi&ount  Duncan,  for  his  moft  able^  gallant,  and  merito* 
nous  condud  on  the  occafion  of  the  fignal  and  decifive  vidory  ob« 
tained  by  die  fleet  under  his  JLordlhip's  command,  over  that  of  the 
Putch,  on  the  1 1  th  of  0<£lobe^  laft.  Refpediing  this  great  event, 
^  ^<^  unneceffary  that  he  (hould  take  up  their  Lordfhips'  time  in 
^^patiating  \  the  brilliant  and  fplendid  circumftances  that  attended 
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it,  were  fuch  as  fpoke  moft  forcibly  for  themfelves :  no  eloquence 
could  enhance  its  value — no  panegyric  increafe  its  importance.  Some 
particular  circumftances,  however,  he  could  not  avoid  mentioning  ; 
the  uncommon  fkill  and  bravery  difplayed  on  the  occaiion  by  die 
noble  Admiral — the  zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  he  fcixcd  the 
traniient  opportunity  of  attacking  the  enemy-^the  peculiar  (ituation 
of  the  contending  fleets,  on  the  verge  of  the  enemy's  coaft — the 
completenefs  of  the  viSory— the  proportion  of  (hips  captured,  and 
the  falutary  and  decifive  confequences  which  it  involved.  All  thefe 
were  circumftances  which  pointed  out  the .  achievement  of  Lord 
Duncan  as  incomparable  :  and  this  great  and  iignal  {troke,  being 
preceded  by  a  long  ferics  of  arduous  and  painful  watchings  of  the 
enemy's  motions,  certainly  enhanced  the  merit,  and  reciounded  to 
the  immortal  honour  of  the  noble  Admiral. 

His  Lord(hip  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be  given 
to  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  for  his  very  able  and  gallant 
conduft  in  the  occafion  of  the  brilliant  and  dcciflvc  viSory  over  the 
Dutch  fleet,  on  the  1 1  th  of  October  laft,  &c- 

The  latter  part  of  the  vote  of  thanks  went  to  allude  generally  to 
the  lituation  of  circum(lances  of  the  British  fleet  under  Lord  Dun« 
can's  command  at  the  time  of  the  adion,  and  alfo  to  the  long  fcr- 
yices  performed  by  it  previous  to  that  period,  all  which  the  noble 
Earl  conceived  as  increafing  the  nlat  of  the  viflory. 

Lord  Vifcount  HOOD,  in  feconding  the  motion,  paid  fome  pro- 
feflTionnl  compliments  to  the  noble  Admiral.  He  dated  one  or  fvio 
points  in  which  great  fkill  and  adlivity  were  difplayed.  As  to  Lord 
Duncan's  general  merit  on  the  occafion,  no  panegyric  of  his  could 
illuftratc  it.  After  what  had  been  fo  ably  flated  by  the  noble  Earl 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  he  thought  the  conduct  of  the  oflficers 
and  men  under  the  noble  Admiral's  command  on  that  memorable 
day,  was  defcrving  of  the  higheft  applaufe. 

His  Royal  Highriefs  the  Duke  of  CLARENCE  obfervcd,  that 
he  (hould  not  take  up  the  time  of  their  Lordfhips  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  when  they  were  ]uQ.  about  to  fulfil  an  important  dut)' ; 
indeed,  did  time  allow,  it  would  be  unncceflary  that  he  (bould  de- 
liver his  fentimcnts — they  exadlly  coincided  with  thofe  expreffed  by 
the  noble  Earl.  What  fell  from  him  perfcdly  coincided  with  his 
own  ideas  of  the  aflfair ;  he  fhould  not  then  have  rifen,  were  it  not 
that  a  profefTional  Peer  had  thought  it  necefTary  to  fay  a  few  words  ; 
he  alfo  as  a  profefHonal  man,  was  happy  to  exprefs  bis  entire  ap« 
probation  of  the  condud,  bravery,  and  fl^ill  difplayed  by  the  noble 
Admiral,  on  the  fignal  and  glorious  event  in  queflion. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  were 
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voted  to  Lord  Duncan,  who  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  x  ith 
ulL  mm.  dijffl 

Earl  SPENCER  prefaced  his  motion  for  the  thanks  of  their 
Lordfliips  to  Vice-Adnural  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  Bart,  and  to  the 
other  officers  ading  under  the  command  of  Lord  Duncan,  with  a 
few  panegyrical  obfervations  on  their  very  meritorious  condud. 

Thcfe  were  unanimoufly  voted  by  the  Houfe,  as  the  foregoing. 

Their  Lordfliips'  thanks  were  then  voted  to  the  feamen  and  ma- 
rines on  board  the  fleet,  for  their  very  defcrving  conduft  on  the  above 
occafion  ;  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  ordered  to  communicate 
their  Lordfliips'  feveral  votes  of  thanks  to  the  above  perfons  in  the 
ufual  manner,  and  to  requeft,  that  the  Officers  do  communicate 
their  Lordfliips'  thanks  to  the  Seamen  and  Marines  on  board  their 
refpeftivc  fliips. 

Earl  Spencer  added,  that  as  he  ynderflood  that  Admiral  Vifcount 
Duncan  intended  to  be  introduced  into  the  Houfe  on  Wednefday 
next,  he  would  move  that  their  Lordfliips  be  fummoned  for  that 
day,  in  order  that  they  might  be  witnclTes  of  their  thanks  being 
communicated  perfonally  to  Vifcount  Duncan. 

He  then  moved,  That  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  for  Wednefday, 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  flared,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from 
His  Majefty  to  lay  before  their  Lordfliips  a  copy  of  his  Royal  De- 
claration ;  and  alfo  a  variety  of  papers  relative  to  the  negotiation 
with  France. 

\_For  which,  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Houfe  of  Commans.^ 

His  Lordfliip  then  prefented  the  papers,  and  after  their  titles 
were  read  by  the  clerk,  moved  that  they  be  printed  for  the  ufe  of 
their  Lordfliips,  and  taken  into  confidcration  on  Wednefday  next ; 
and  that  the  Houfe  be  fummoned  on  that  day. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

PROTEST  of  Earl  FITIWILLIAM,  on  the  rejcaion  of  his 

Amendment  to  the  Addrefs, 

DISSENTIENT, 

I .  Becaufe  the  amendmeot  which  has  been  rcjedled  appeared  to  me 
neceflary  to  fave  the  honour  of  this  Houfe  from  being  implicated  in  ap- 
proving a  negotiation,  of  which  wc  know  little  more  than  that  it  has 
drawn  down  new  calamities  and  indignities,  new  injuries  and  outrages  on 
His  Majefty  and  his  People.  Of  thcfe,  indeed,  too  much  is  already  known. 
His  Majefty  has  been  advifed  to  fct  forth  a  detailed  account  of  them  to 
France,  to  Europe,  and  to  the  World,  as  if  the  hxt  ahi  u|>t  conclufion  of 
the  negotiation  by  the  French  Dirt-^lory,  and  the  infiilrin^  difmilfion  of 
bur  Ambaflador  were  not  the  notorious  and  Imiuv- iutc  Cviifequcnce  of 
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the  poblic  voice  of  France  having  been  overroled  by  force  and  terror^ 

and  as  if  all  Europe  (however  in  great  part  fubdued  alfo  by  force  and 
terror)  and  America,  the  only  part  of  the  world  out  of  Europe,  which  is 
direAiy  conneded  with  the  fyftem  of  Europe,  were  not  too  wdl  acquainted 
before  with  the  difpofition  and  prindples  of  the  common  enemy.  On  his 
ilde  we  are  told,  that  there  was  a  ttudied  accumulation  of  every  thing 
chat  could  offehd  and  irritate  a  high-mbded  people,  fuch  as  the  people  of 
England  once  was;  a  wanton  violation  of  all  the  mutually  refpedlful  forms 
which  long  ufage  has  eftablifhed  in  the  intercourfe  of  free  nations,  and  a 
firfal  demand  (to  which,  from  the  moment  of  our  firft  pacific  overtnict, 
that  arrogant  power  has  conftantly  recurred)  of  a  dired  furrender  of  our 
independence,  by  taking  his  laws  and  treaties  for  the  b^ifis  of  negotiation, 
and,  indeed,  for  a  preliminary  to  all  difcuffion.  On  our  (ide,  it  is  avowed, 
that  there  was  a  departure  from  all  the  rules  of  common  prudence,  by  dif- 
clofing  all  out  objedls  before  we  could  learn  any  one  definitive  pretenfion 
of  the  enemy,  as  the  price  of  peace ;  and  a  patience,  that  it  is  coo  mnch 
to  be  feared,  that  France,  Europe,  and  the  world,  to  which  it  is  declaredt 
may  miftake  for  pufiUanimity.  The  circumflances  which  could  warrant 
fuch  a  ccndud,  fo  contrary  to  all  common  policy,  onght,  indeed,  to  be 
weighty  and  grave,  if  not  imperious  and  irrefiftible.  Under  our  prefent 
circumftances,  to  take  any  ftep,  which  may  feem,  however  diflantly,  to  ap- 
prove that  conduft,  can  only  tend  to  deceive  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  as  to 
the  fentiments  of  this  Houfe,  and  induce  IHll  greater  humiliation,  which 
mod  terminate  in  ruin  as  well  as  in  diflionour.  No  country  can  be  U£t 
which  is  not  rcfpeftcd :  no  country  can  hope  to  be  refpe^ed  that  does  not 
firft  refpeft  itfelf. 

a.  Becaufe,  having  recorded  my  fentiments  on  the  Journals  of  this 
Houfe,  when  this  train  of  meafures  was  new,  and  the  refult  of  the  firft 
experiment  yet  in  fufpcnce,  I  have  now  the  .afflidlion  of  finding,  that 
whatever  I  had  apprehended  from  it,  has  been  very  much  exceeded  by  its 
efiedls,  in  raifmg  the  infolence  and  audacity  of  the  enemy,  and  in  breaking 
down  that  fpirit  and  energy  of  government,  which  can  alone  work  out 
our  fafety  in  this  awful  junt^ture,  or  give  dignity  and  ^lory  to  our  fall. 

5,  Becaufe  the  facrihces  which  His  Majefty  has  lately  been  advifed  to 
offer,  and  ftill  to  declare  himfelf  ready  to  make,  cannot  now  have  the 
fame  objed^,  which  the  fame  or  fimilar  offers  had  on  a  former  occafion. 
We  were  then  anxious,  by  th^  ceftion  of  our  own  acquifitions,  to  redeem 
the  moft  important  part  of  the  antient  eftablifhcd  fyftem  of  Europe,  in 
which  a  breach  had  been  made,  and  which  was  menaced  with  ftill  greater 
danger.  In  different .  treaties  of  peace,  fometimes  England,  fometimes 
Fiance,  fometimes  other  States,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
juncture,  have  furrendered  more  or  lefs  of  their  a^lual  conquefts,  for  the 
purpofe  of  reftoring  the  general  balance  of  power  for  the  general  (afirty. 
In  fuch  a  peace,  we  ftiould  have  hadfome  apparent  fecurity,  though  flender 
indeed,  againft  the  arabirion  and  principles  of  Republican  France.  But 
our  laft  propofed  facrifices  were  offered  merely  to  obtain  peace.  For  that, 
and  for  that  alone,  we  were  prepared  to  give  up  pofteflions,  which,  under 
the  laws  of  war,  had  become  our  own,  whilft  tne  enemy  had  invariably 
infifted  on  keeping  every  thing  which  his  arms  had  conquered  from  the 
other  great  powers  of  Europe.  Every  thing  that  may  be  neceflary  to  give 
rational  fecurity  to  an  enemy,  ftiewing  a  true  pacific  difpofition,  would  be 
well  furrendered  without  any  compenfation  ;  but  a  propofal  to  purchaic 
peace,  as  a  valuable  confideration  in  itfelf,  b  a  diftin^  aamiftion  of  inferi- 
ority^  or  a  proof  of  pufUlanimity,  never  honourable,  and  therefore  never 
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fikfie  to  m  gitat  nition;  e^ccUUy  in  the  face  of  an  cnemyi  who  oieafttrea 
all  right  by  jpower  and  audacity;  and  agaioft  whom,  it  was  admitted  in 
debate  by  His  Majefty's  Miniilers,^  "  that  no  fecurity  could  be  foond  in 
**  peace,  without  uncommon  caution,  and  an  uncommon  degree  of  war. 
■'  like  preparation."  A  treaty  formed  on  this  principle,  may  be  compli* 
mented  with  the  name  of  peace,  but  it.  will  be  in  effed  only  a  fufpenuon 
of  aAive  hoftility,  without  any  of  the  jidvantages  of  peace,  and  fubjed  t6 
all  the  expenccs  and  dangers  of  war. 

4.  Becaufe  the  whole  conduA,  as  well  as  declarations  of  the  enemy 
iince  the  opening  of  the  laft  feifionf  had  been  particularly  pointed  aeainft 
this  country,  fo  as  to  leave  no  rational  ground  of  expedling  any  event 
from  negotiation  but  that  which  has  happened,  of  unavailing  humiliation. 
The  original  treaty  of  France  with  America  was  moii  nnjuftly  infringed' 
and  avowedly,  becaufe  the  latter  country  would  not  infill  on  our  grancinj^ 
nominally  to  her,  but  really  to  France,  exceptions  and  immunities  deroinu 
ting  from  the  general  maritime  law  refpeding  neutral  nations.  While  no 
one  word  of  conciliation  was  ever  u fed  towards  us,  our  ally^  the  £mperor 
was,  by  turns,  menaced  and  careflcd  to  induce  him  to  liften  to  a  feparate 
peace ;  and  in  the  yery  outfet  of  our  late  negotiation.  His  Majefty  has  de* 
clared  that  "  Modes  were  infilled  upon*  the  moil  inconfiftent  with  the 
•'  enemy's  own  condudl  in  every  other  inftancc."  What  has  never  yet 
been  demanded  by  that  infolent  government  from  any  other  great  date  of 
Europe,  was  cxaded  from  us,  that  we  (bould  become  acceifaries  in  viola* 
ting  all  the  antient  ufagci,  invented  and  received,  to  giiard  the  indepen- 
dency and  dignity  even  of  the  weakeft  powers.  No  tolerably  fecnre  and 
honourable  peace  could  have  come,  or  ever  can  come,  from  a  negotiation 
commenced  and  continued  in  that  fpirit. 

5.  Becaufe  while  His  Majefty  pdrfifted  in  a  djfpofition  to  treaty  and 
when  he  again  oftcred  in  his  public  declaration  to  ratify  the  terms  befoie 
propofed  by  him,  the  whole  ground  had  failed  on, which  alone  His  Ma- 
jelly  had  been  induced  on  the  8th  of  December,  1795,  ^^  decbre  for  the 
firft  time  a  defire  of  meeting  any  difpofition  which  the  enemy  might  ma- 
nifefl  to  negotiate  a  general  peace,  on  jull  and  fuitable  terms.  That  ground 
as  it  was  previoufly  cxphdned  to  us  by  His  Majelly's  fpeech  on  the  open- 
ing of  that  fcflion,  and,  as  all  His  Majefty  *s  Minifters  conftantly  argued 
in  debate,  was  the  eftabliftiment  in  France  <'  of  an  order  of  things  com- 
**^  natible  with  the  tranquillity  of  other  countries,  and  affording  a  reafon- 
"anle  expectation  of  fecurity  and  permanence  in  any  treaty  which  might 
*'  be  concluded."    Such  an  order  of  things  was  benevolently  hoped  by 
His  Majefty  to  have  been  eftabliftied  in  the  third  new  Conftitutiouy  mac^ 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  French  Republic.     In  the  interim  between  our 
two  negotiations,  at  Paris  and  Liflc,  the  firft  ele^ion,  not  immediately 
controlled  by  an  armed  force,  came  on  under  that  Conftitotion.   The  true 
voice  of  the  majority  of  France  was  for  the  firft  time  heard,  and  heard 
againft  the  adual  Government  of  that  wretched  country.    The  armies 
were  called  in.to  ftifle  that  voice.    The  prbcipal  leaders  of  the  two  Le- 
giflative  Councils  were  feized  and  tranfported  without  any  form  of  trial 
a  new  and  unheard  of  thing,  even  in  the  hiftory  of  their  injuftice  ;  nearly 
two  thirds  of  France  were  disfranchifed  ;  the  prefs  filenccd ;  the  clergy 
again  prorcrib€d,and  the  moft  arbitrary  and  ferocious  meafures  threaten^ 
as  well  as  fome  abfolutely  taken,  againft  all  that  remains  of  the  nobility^ 
gentry,  and  magiftracy  of  the  ancient  monarchy.    The  power  now  efta^ 
bliflicd  is  notoriouflv  the  very  fame  in  character,  in  maxims,  and  con- 
dufl,  as  well  as,  for  ilic  moft  part,  exercifed  or  fupported  by  the  iamemen« 
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with  the  goTer&meut  which  exifted  at,  and  fbon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  and  which  was  truly  defcribed  in  His  Majefty's  declaration  of 
the  29th  of  O^ober,  iy^s»  as  a  *'  ftate  of  things  that  could  not  exifl  in 
*'  France  without  involving  all  the  furrounding  powers  in  one  common 
"  danger,  without  giving  them  the  right,  without  impofing  it  upon  them 
*•  as  a  duty,  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  an  evil  which  exifted  only  by  the 
**  fucceifive  violatipn  of  all  law  and  all  property,  and  which  attacked  the 
**  fundamental  principles  by  which  mankind  aye  united  in  the  bonds  of 
*'  civil  fociety,"  It  was  againft  that  Gavcrnment  '*  that  His  Majefty 
"  then  called  on  the  people  of  France  to  join  the  ftandard  of  an  Heredi- 
'•  tary  Monarchy,"  **  in  order  to  unite  themfelves  once  more  under  the 
*•  empire  of  law,  of  morality,  and  religion  ;"  the  continuance  of  the  fame 
fort  of  Government,  changing  never  as  to  its  fundamental  principles, 
though  Hudltiating  perpetually  as  to  the  perfons  of  the  ufurpers,  who  oc- 
caiionally  tyrannize  over  the  enftaved  people,  has  confirmed  me  more  than 
ever  in  my  full  aifent  to  the  wifdom  of  His  Majefty 's  declaration 
then  made. 

6.  Becaufe  though  the  moft  abfolute  and  over- ru  ling  neceffity  could  hardly 
palliate,  much  le(s  juftify,  the  facrifice  which  the  late  negotiation  would 
have  made  of  our  dignity,  honour,  and  independence,  together  widi  our 
acquidtions,  yet  we  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  knowing  now,  and  when  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  advifed  him  in  his  declaration  to  repeat  his  ofier  of 
peace,  th^  alfo  knew  that  nothing  in  any  degree  approacning  to  fi)ch  ne- 
ceifity  exifts.     The  relative  (ituation  of  this  kingdom  with  regard  to 
France  is  mueh  improved  fmce  laft  year.     We  have  loft  nothing.     We 
have  gained  fomething.     The  extenfion  of  the  enemy's  dominion  under 
the  nameof  prote^on^  in  the  interior  of  Italy,  gives  him  little  additional 
means  of  immediately  annoying  us.    The  marine  of  thofe  allies,  through 
whom  alone  he  hoped  to  a^  againft  us,  has  been  crippled  by  our  elorious 
vi^ories.    We  are  fecure  from  him,  and  he  is  left  open  to  the  on£fpQted 
fuperiority  of  our  navy,  to  our  attacks,  if  His  Majefty  fliall  be  adviied  to 
call  forth  the  fpirit  and  energy  of  his  people,  and  to  carry  fuccour  and 
afliftance  to  the  majority  of  that  nation  groaning  under  the  tyranny  of  the 
ufurpation,  and  manifefting  on  every  occafion  fentiments  of  difafte^ion 
and  hoftility  towards  the  ^abli(hment,  deceitfully  and  cruelly  impofed 
on  them  as  a  mild  and  beneficent  conftitution.     This  is  a  ftate  of  tnings 
not  the  refult  of  any  fpeculation,  but  derived  from  the  admiifion  of  the 
ufurpers  themfelves.    It  is  by  them  brought  forward  in  their  late  declara- 
tion as  their  juftification^  and  as  the  imperious  and  irrefiftible  motive  for 
violently  disfranchiiing  fo  brge  a  majority  of  the  nation  of  thofe  rights 
and  privileges  upon  which,  as  upon  an  unalterable  bafis,  the  pretended 
liberties  of  their  Republic  were  ouilt  and  eftabliihed.     The  pecuniary 
diftrefs  and  embarrafTments  of  the  enemy  have  increafed,  fo  as  to  nave  been 
a  pretence  for  fome  of  the  late  violent  proceedings  in  France,  while  on  the 
contrary  the  inquiries  of  our  Committees  have  long  fmce  prepared  the 
Houieto  anticipate  the  pleafing  aftu ranee  of  His  Majefty,  "  that  we  pof- 
**  fefs  means  and  refources  proportionate  to  the  obje^s  which  are  at  ftake, 
"  that  our  revenue  has  continued  highlyprodudlive,  our  national  induftry 
'*  has  been  extended,  and  our  commerce  has  furpaded  its  former  limits.'' 

WENTWORTH  FITZWILLIAM. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS* 

* 

Monday  y  Nmjeniber  6. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  to  the  Houfc,  That  the  Houfc  at- 
tended   His  Majefty  upon  Saturday  \z%  with  their  addrefs ;  to* 
which  ilis  MajeAy  was  plcafed  to  give  this  mod  gracious  aiifwer  :  . 

0 

Gentlemen-, 
I  return  you  my  ivarmeji  thanks  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful  addrefs^ 
and  fir  the  exprejftons  of  your  affeBionate  attachment  to  my  ftrjon  and 
government.      The  aJJ'urances  of  your  firm  determination  to  rejiji^  to  the 
utmojif   the  untuarrahtalle  fretenfions  and  inordinate  ambition  of  the 
enemy ^  afford  me  the  highrjt  fatisfaSfion  at  this  important  conjunBure.  • 
They  juftify  the  reliance  which  I  ha^fe  Uniformly  placed  on  the  vigour 
and  wifdmi  of  your  councils,  and  leave  me  no  room  to  doubt  that  tki  • 
Jirength  and  refcurcts  of  thefe  kingdoms  will  be  effe£iual1y  employed  in 
ftipporting  our  deareji  interejisy  maintaining  our  happy  conflitution^  and 
vlndicatirig  the  honour  and  independence  of  the  country, 

Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  received^ 
fiom  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  the  following  letter,  in  re- 
turn to  the  thanks  of  this  Houfc,  (ignified  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker^ 
10  obedience  to  their  commands  of  Friday  laft : 

Sir^  London^  ^th  Nov*  1797- 

/  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  3//  injlanty  conveying  to  me  the  , 
refdlutions  by  which  the  Houfe  cf  Commons  f, on  that  day,  manifejled  its 
unanimous  fenfe  of  the  fervices  which  myfelf  Sir  Richard  OnfioWfOtui^ 
the  feveral  Captains y  Officers  i  and  Merit  under  my  command f  rendered 
their  country  on  the  i  Xth  of  OSfober  lajly  which  I  Jhall  not  fail  to  com-- 
municate  to  them ;  und  if  in  fulfilling  the  duties  ofmyjiationy  I  have 
been  fortunate  in  rendering  fervice  to  my  country y  I  am  mojl  truly  grati'- 
fiedy  and  feel  the  higUfi  fatisfaSiionf  not  only  in  the  fenfe  the  Houfe  cf 
Commons  is  pieced  to  entertain  of  my  conduct y  but  in  the  very  fiat- 
tering  manner  in  v^ich  you  have  done,  me  the  fceuour  to  communicate 
the  fame.  " 

I  haue  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mojl  perfect  refpeSl  and  efUem^ 

'       Sir, 
Your  mofi  obedient,  and  faithful  humble  fervant,    . 
The  Rigbt  Honouraf^le  Hcar^    ..,  DUNCAN. 

Addington,  ijc.  tic,  ISc. 

Vol.  IV.  Q 
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The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  to  confidcr  of  a  fupply  to  be 
voted  to  His  Majefty,  the  Houfe  rcfolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee^ 
Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair, 

Mr.  PITT  moved,  that  a  fupply  be  granted  to  His  Majefty, 
which  was  agreed  ro. 

He  then  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  on  that  day  fortnight  fubmit 
to  the  Houfe  forne  important  propofitions  for  raifing  the  fupplies  for 
the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year.    . 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  immediately  adjourned. 


Tuejday^  NoFuember  7. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  which  was  read  a  6r{l  and  fecond  time  ;  and  on  the 
^^ker  putting  the  qucfHon,  That  the  rcfolution  contained  in  it 
be  agreed  to, 

.  Mr.  LONG  propofcd  that  it  (hould  be  expreflcd  nomine  contra^ 
£c€r\te, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  objeaed  to  it,  and  faid,  that  while  he  had  a 
voice  it  (hould  not  be  allowed  to  pafs  fo.  Were  it  a  matter  of 
mere  form,  acid  that  the  ufual  way  of  paflfmg  the  refolution,  he, 
perhaps,  would  not  objed  to  it ;  but  he  was  determined  to  give  his 
negative,  not  only  to  this,  but  to  every  other  adl  of  the  prefent  Ad- 
mi  niflration.  He  aifured  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  general  re^ 
tainer  for  the  whole  fciTion. 

The  refolution  then  pafTed,  and  Wcdnefday  next  was  appointed 
for  confidering  of  a  fupply. 

A  variety  of-  cftimates  for  the  fcnfuing  year  were  laid  before  he 
Houfe  by  Minifters. 

On  motion  being  made,  the  following  accounts  were  ordered  to 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe  ? 

•*  That  an  account  of  fcrviccs  incurred,  and  not  provided  for  by 
Parliament,  be  laid  before  this  Houfe. 

<^  Thst  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account,  (hewihg 
how  the  monies  given  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1797  have  been 
difpofed  of,  di(lingui(hed  under  their  feveral  heads. 

«  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  eftimate  of  the  debt 
of  His  Majefty 's  navy,  on  the  30th  September^  1797. 

«  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  all  die 
advan<^  made  by  the  Bank  of  England  to  Government,  from  the 
25 th  day  of  February  laft^  to  the  {(tday^of  thisinfiant  Nbvecniberi 
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indufive,  diflinguiihing  the  dates  when,  and  the  heads  under  which 
fuch  were  made,  and  alfo  all  fuch  payments  as  have  been  made  to 
the  Bank  by  Government,  during  the  above-mentioned  period ; 
(fiftinguiihing  the  dates,  and  Hating  the  balance  (inclufive  of  in- 
tercA}  due  to  the  Bank  by  Government,  on  the  faid  ifi  day  of 
November. 

*  ^'  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  bills  11^- 
giftcred  on  the  courts  of  the  Navy,  Victualling,  and  Tranfport 
Offices,  between  the  31(1  of  December,  1796,  to  the  i ft  of 
November,  1797;  diftinguifliing  the  amount  of  bills  regiftered  in 
each  month,  and  fpectfying  which  of  them  have  been  paid  off. 

"  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the  total 
amount  of  mortgaged  adlions  of  the  Bank  of  Vienna  depofued  in 
the  Bank  of  England,  in  terms  of  the  5th  article  of  the  Convention 
between  His  Britannic  M<»jefiy  and  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  (igned 
Vienna,  May  4th,  1795. 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies  of  all  communis 
cations  relative  to  the  mcafures  taken  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  in 
terms  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Convention  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,(iigned  Vienna,  May  4th,  1795,}  to  give  full  and  legal  tSkA 
and  validity  to  the  Loan  guaranteed  by  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  as  well  as  to  the  engagements  for  the  regular  payment 
of  the  half-yearly  dividends  which  will  fall  due  in  confequence 
thereof. 

**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  Imperial  ftock,  purchafed  by  fuch  perfons  as  his  Im- 
perial Majeily  has  appomted  (uiMier  the  eighth  article  of  the  firft 
0£lroi,  dated  Vienna,  8  th  of  May,  1794)  to  layout  annually  the 
fum  of  6o,oool.  fterling ;  and  alfo,  the  intereft  accruing  from  the 
Aock  which  (hall  have  been  fucceflively  bought,  for  the  purpufe  of 
keeping  up  an  annual  linking  fund,  for  the  redemption  of  the  faid 
annuities." 

Mr.  TIERNEY,  being  called  upon  by  the  Speaker,  rofe,  and 
faid«-iSir,  I  rife  purfuant  to  the  notice  which  I  gave  laft  Friday,  to 
fiate  why  I  think  the  right  honourable  Secretary  (Dundas)  holding  a 
feat  in  this  Houfe  a  mod  indecent,  unlawful  and  offcnfive  proceed* 
ing.  Sir,  it  is  impoffible  but  the  Houfe  muft  recoUe£l,  that  the 
charge  whkh  I  hope  to  be  able  this  day  to  bring  home  to  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  was  once  before  made  againft  him,  and  was 
baffled  by  the  defence  then  fet  up  <;  but,  if  my  memory  ferves  me 
nglht,  I  may  with  fecurity  pre^i^,  that  the  defence  fet  up  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  on  that  day  will  not  be  tfi^  defence  he  wtl 
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ihind  upon  now.  The  reafon,  Sir,  why  I  fpeakupon  thisoccafion 
in  a  flylc  of  apparent  afperiry,  is  not,  I  aflure  you,  that  1 15^1  any 
perfonal  diflike  or  private  a nimofity  to  the  right  honourable  genrlc- 
xnan,  but  that  I  think  the  whole  tranfadlion  of  which  I  complain  a 
muft  corrupt  job — z  job,  not  avowed,  but  dctcfted — a  job  that 
never-would  have  been  brought  to  light  if  it  could  have  been  kept 
in  concealment,  and  which  was  at  laft  brought  to  light  only  by  the 
labours  of  the  Committee,  to  whofc  Report  I  mean  to  refer  for  evi- 
dence of  the  fafls  on  which  I  ground  my  charge.  In  that  Report, 
the  tranfadion  to  which  I  allude  is  completely  decyphered  •  ;  and 
when  that  (hall  be  fubftantiated,  it  will  become  matter  of  delibera- 
tion and  opinion  for  you,  whether  it  is  not  an  a^ravation  of  the 
oflfence  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  after  having  been,  in 
the  manner  I  have  already  ftated,  reminded  of  the  doubts  that 
arofe,  and  thereby  fupplied  with  materials  to  jud^  of  the  law,  and 
to  correft  his  error,  if  it  was  in  error  be  offended,  has  yet  pre- 
fumed,  after  fuch  a  warning,  and  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  as  it 
were,  placed  under  his  eyes,  to  hold  his  feat  in  this  Houfe,  in  dircft 
violation  of  that  law  ? — Sir,  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  hold 
feats  Jn  this  Houfe,  wxre  Members  of  it  in  the  year  1782,  when  a 
fpeech  was  made  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman,  now  no  more — 


*  Extras  from  the  iSth  Rep,  SeL  Com,  page  14. 

**   THEOFriCE    op    SlICRETARY    OF    StATK    FOR    TH^    Wa^   DE- 
PARTMENT   WAS    FIRST    ESTABLISHED    ON     THE     IITH    OF    jULY 

1 794. ;'  the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  War  Department  having,  from  the 
commenceroeiit  of  the  war  in  1793  down  to  that  period,  been  traniac- 
ted  by  Mr.  Dundas*  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  bjufinefsof  the  Home 
Department. — The  ncceffity  of  a  separate  Efiahli/hment fur  managing 
the  affairs  of  War  EXCLUSIVELY,  was  foon  felt,  and  prociuccd  the 
prefent  additional  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Di - 
partmentJ*. 

Appendix  to  i6th  Rep,  SeL  Com.  (A,  6.) 

*<  The  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department  exifts  fince 
•*  the  X  ith  of  July,  i7o4, 
*    •  (Signed)  V  W.  HUSKtSSON." 

Parliament  Street,  igth  March,  1797. 

Appendix  to  i6th  Rep.  ScI.  Com.  fB.  3.) 

•*  Secretary  of  State's  Office,  War  Depajrtment. 

<'  An  accoant  of  the  Salaries,  &c.  in  the  Office  of  His  Majcfly's  Secretary 

*«  of  State  for  the  War  Department, 

*•  HenrT  Dundas,  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  2,OOo/« 

(Signed)        "  Jas.  Chapman,' Chief  Clerk/' 
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for  whofc  ^entSy  when  living,  arid  for  whofe  memory,  now  he  is 
dead,  I  feel,  as  every  one  muft  feel,  great  refpefl  and  admiration—^ 
I  mean  Mr.  Burke.  In  that  fpeech,  which  was  itfclf  fufficient  to 
eftablifh  his  fame,  and  which  he  made  when  he  brought  in  a  bill 
for  introducing  a  fyftcm  of  economy  in  the  public  Adminiftration, 
and  for  aboliihing  all  ufelefs  places,  that  great  man  declared,  that  the 
meafure  he  propofed  was  not  merely  intended  by  him  to  diminifli 
the  public  expenditure,  but  had  a  more  extenfive  view  for  the 
public  benefit,  namely,  that  of  preferving  as  much  as  poflible  the 
independence  of  Parliament.  I  ftate  thiscircumftance,  Sir,  for  the 
purpbfc  of  (hewing  what  I  hope  the  Houfeandthe  right  honourable 
gentleman  would,  without  my  ftating  it,  give  me  credit  for,  that  there 
is  nothing  perfonal  in  this  motion,  and  of  apprifingthe  Houfe  what 
the  pjovifions  are  which  the  law  has,  in  this  inftance,  made  for  the 
independence  of  Parliament.  Sir,  if  you  refer  to  that  fpeech  (and 
as  it  has  been  fince  publifhed  by  Mr.  Burke  himfelf,  I  may  with 
greater  freedom  allude  to  it  here),  you  will  find  that  Mr.  Burke 
has  treated  in  it  the  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State  as  an  office 
pcrfedlly  unnecefTary,  and  inftituted  for  no  other  purpofe  than  that 
of  creating  new  patronage  for  the  Crown.  Taking  this,  then,  as 
the  principle  upon  which  the  abolition  of  that  office  was  then 
grounded,  nothing  can  be  pleaded  in  juftification  of  its  revival  but 
the  moft  urgent  neceffity.  Now,  Sir,  if  I  (hew  you  that  this  very 
office  of  third  Secretary  of  State  has  been  revived,  will  it  not  be 
incumbent  on  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  to  (hew  the  Houfe  fome  cir- 
cumfhinces  that  made  its  revival  neceffary,  ^nd  to  prove  that  it  was 
not,  as  I  contend,  a  job  ?  Reverting  to  that  fpeech,  you  will  find 
Mr.  Burke,  after  ftating  that  Lord  Suffolk  and  Lord  Weymouth 
were  the  two  Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  De- 
partments, goes  on  as  follows :  "  Lord  Suffolk  was  dead  to  the  State 
**  long  before  he  was  dead  to  nature."  [See  Burke's  fpeech  and  ex- 
traft  down  to  "  compoft  heap  of  corrupt  influence.."] 

In  the  year  1783,  the  objeift  of  Mr.  Burke  was  elfe<Sed,  and  the 
office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State  aboliihed.  Now,  fee  what  has 
happened  fince,  on  the  i  ith  of  July,  1794. — a  third  Secretary  of 
State,  with  a  new  eflablifliment  of  not  lefs  than  1 3,000!.  a  year  is 
created-  When,  in  the  year  1768,  the  office  of  third  Secretary, 
abolifhed  by  Mr.^Burke's  bill,  was  eftablifhcd,  the  pretext  was  the 
incrcafc  of  bufinefs  on  the  continent  of  America :  at  that  time, 
however,  three  Secretaries  were  at  lead  fufficient ;  but,  having  con- 
trived to.lofe  the  American  colonies  which  furnilhed  the  pretext^ 
Minifters  could  not  vety  well  infift  on  the  coiwinuance  of  the  office, 
nor  deny  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  more  than  two,  vho  went 
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under  the  name  of  Secretaries  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  De- 
partments.    In  the  year  1786,  Commiflioners  were  appointed,  to 
report  the  nature  of  the  offices  of  Government^  and  the  amount  of 
their  falaries ;  they    made  an  ample    report,    [vide  Reports  on 
the  Fees  and  Perquifldes  of  Office,  printed  uniformly  to  bind  with 
tbefe  DebatcSi]  with  a  view  to  farther  retrenchment ;  bgt  nothing 
farther  was  done  in  it.     In  that  Report,  the  two  Secretaries  were 
fiated  to  receive  net  incomes,  the  one  of  4,766!.,  the  other  of 
5,3341.    Now,  Sir,  if  the  labour,  in  confequcncc  of  the  abolition  of 
the  third  Secretary,  had  become  fo  extremely  burdenfome  to  the  two 
which  remained,  would  they  not  have  been  entitled  to  more  £darj  ? 
But  fo  far  was  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  from  being  of  that 
opinion,  that   in    1783  he  propofcd   to  reduce  their  falaries  to 
4,5001.  each.     Nay,  Sir,  did  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
in  that  very  year  evince,  that  fo  far  from  (inking  under  the  weight 
of  his  office  of  Secretary,  he  was  able  to  carry  a  little  more?-»With 
bis  ufual  purity  and  difintereftednefs,  taking  upon  himfelf  the  office 
of  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Control  without  fee  or  reward,  and 
deprecating  the  idea  of  refuting  to  fcrvc  graiis :  and  yet,  Sir»  with 
this  additional  labour,  the  bufinefs  of  all  the  offices  went  on,  and  we 
heard  ilo  cpmplaint  of  their  being  too  laborious.     Sir,  the  Com- 
mittee which,  as  I  have  already  (tated,  was  appointed  in  1786,  re- 
ported, that  one  Under  Secretary  in  each  o&ce  was  fully  fuf&uent, 
and  that  the  clerks  already  employed  were  too  many ;  but  that,  as 
there  mi^t  one  day  or  other  be  occafion  for  them,  it  would  be  ad- 
vifable  to  keep  them  idle  in  the  offices,  in  order  to  be  ready,  if  dx- 
cumdances  d>ould    occur   to  fender    their  affiftance    ncceflar}'. 
Nothing,  howeyer,  was  done,  touching  the  objeifts  of  the  Report, 
till  1795*  when  Minifters  thought  proper  to  advife  His  Majefiy  to 
oountenfi  all  that  was  promifed  ;  and,  when  the  new  eftabliih- 
ment  ws^  propofed,  thofe  who  were  called  upon  for  advice  were  the 
Secretaries  themfclves — and  an  odd  quarter,  indeed,  from  which  to 
tal^e  advice  on  fuch  an  occafion!  Sir,  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
J9ian  has  been  heard  to  complain,  that  the  weight  of  bufinefs  which 
fell  to  his  (haje  was  more  than  he  cpuld  bear,  and  that  he  had  no 
xeft  or  refpite,  night  or  day ;  ;md  yet.  Sir,  in  his  appointment  in 
1 791,  fo  far  from  taking  even  4500I.  (for  I  really  wifli  to  give  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  all  the  credit  he  deferves)  he  only  took 
3600I.     Then,  Sir,  came  the  war  in  1793  ;  and  although  the 
quantity  of  bufinefs  was  confiderably  increafed  by  that  event,  the 
Tigitt  honourable  gentleman  never  looked  for  a  third  Secretary^  but 
did  the  whole,  with  much  credit  to  himfelf,  for  a  year  and  a  half ; 
and,  (o.  far  from  not  being  able  to  difchargc  the  duties  of  that  office. 
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he,  in  bringing  in  his  India  bin,  took  2000I.  a  year  as  prefident  tS 
the  Board  of  Control — affuming  tt>  himfelf,  deliberatdy,  the  tvhole 
additional  weight  of  that  arduous  employment ;  and  I  am  not  WiU 
ling  to  fuppofe  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  hftve ' 
a(kcd  for  a  (alary  for  an  office,   the  duties  of  which  he  had  ndt 
Icifure  to  perform.     Bdt  this  is  not  all.  Sir— -With  flie  whole' 
weight  of  the  Home  Department,  he  took  upon  K\tn  alfo  diat  of 
war ;  fo  far  was  he  frO^  thinking  a  third  Secretary  n^ceflkiy. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  then,  I  wi(h  to  know,  what  is  it  that 
creates  the  neccflity  ?     It  cannot  be  that  which  Was  made  the  pre- 
text for  it  in  1 768 — for  the  colonics  are  loft :  neither  can  h  be  ift^ 
ability,'  bccaufe  it  appears  that  the  bufinefs  has  been  done  with 
drfpatch,  facility,  and  cffeft,  by  two.     Hence,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  lofe  to 
gucfs  why,  in  1 794,  there  (hould  be  a  new  divifion  of  the  bufinefs, 
and,  infTcad  of  the  old  eftabliffimcht  of  t#o  Secretaries  and  Offices 
at  an  expence  of  29,000!.,  there  (hould  be  three  at  an  eXpence  of 
abov^  40,0001.     I  know.  Sir,  that  in  the  Report  liiefore  us,  tfie 
gentlemen  have  fiated  (what,  probably,  appeared  to  them  to  be  the 
truth,}  that  the  accumulation  of  the  affairs  of  war,  with  thofe  of  the 
other  departmeilts  of  State,  rendered  an  enlargement  neceflary,  and 
pointed  out  the  expediency  of  a  feparate  eftabli(bment  for  war;  but 
when  we  look  into  the'  evidence  upon  which  that  afliimption  is 
grounded,  we  find  that  the  firft  clerk  of  that  office  was  the  only 
perfon  examined  touching  that  point  before  the  Committee  ;  and  fo 
far  from  faying  any  thing  to  juftify  that  concludon,  he  has  falid 
nothing  but  what  leads  to  a  belief,  that,  with  the  help  of  four  ad- 
ditional clerks,  they  might  go  on  as  well  as  ever  ;  and  the  Hbufe 
will  find  on  examination,  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Appendix  to 
bear  out  the  affertions  of  the  Committee  in  the  body  of  the  Report- 
Sir,   I  think  that  I  can  hardly  have  failed  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe,  that 
the  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State  is  unncceffary,  and  that  the 
additional  bufinefs  occafioned  by  the  war,  which  is  made  the  pre- 
text for  creating  it,  might  be  with  equal  effedt  and  advantage  dif- 
charged  by  four  clerks,   fupplemental  to  thofe  already  employed ; 
but  this  mode  would  not  an(Wcr  the  purpofe  of  Minifters— No, 
Sir  ;  an  incrdafe  of  the  patroiiage  of  the  Crown  was  their  objeft, 
and  a  new  eftabliOiment,  with  enormous  additional  falaries,  Was  the 
only  thing  which  Would  ferve  their  turn.     When  the  ncceffity  of 
forming  a  new  eftablifhment  was  difcovered,  many  difficulties  oc- 
curred in  imaking  the  arrangement ;  dnd  it  mi^t  be  an  amufing 
fubje<£t  of  fpieculation  to  coojefture  how  they  were  at  laft  for- 
mounted,  as  nothing  can  be  conceived  more  difficult  than  to  recon- 
cile dlej^itring  iritclrefts  and  fanguinc  expedhdons  of  thefeveral 
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canditjate^  for  emolument.     The  right  hotiotirable  gentleman  (Mr. 
iPitt))  who  is  So  fond  of  mutual  compcnfation  in  negotiation,  probably 
interfered^  and  made  n^tual ecmpenjation  the  bafisof  the.treaty  \  and 
<'  in  the  progr^efs  of  fair  difcuflTiony  have  given  rife  to  reciprocal  facili- 
ties."    It  was  only  faying-^"  I  am  Secretary  at  War,  an'd  you  arc 
WarSecrc;tary/*  and  fo  the  difficulty  was  at  an  end  \  and  on  that  day 
out  ftarts  an  arrangement,  giving  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  War  Department,  with  a  moft  enor- 
mous eftabliihment.     Now,  Sir,  (hall  I  not  be  juni6ed  in  faying 
that  this  is  a  job  r   Is  not  the  diftindtion  w*arranted  by  the  fad  ?   I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  how  fucha  palpable  job  can.  be  defended, 
or  hpw  Minjfters  will  be  able  to  juOify  the  creating  fuch  an  office 
as  that  of  War  Secretary.     The  prefent  Commander  in  Chief,  I 
am  happy  to  fay,  is  allowed,  without  contradidion»  to  be  nioft  accu- 
rate, adive  and  indu(lrioM«  ;  and  I  am  fure  I  mean  no  difrcfpe<S 
to  Lord  Amherft  when  I  attribute  wholly  to  age  his  infufficiency  i 
and  Lord  Comwallis  has  made  np  lefs  improvement  in  the  Ord> 
nance  Department :  added  to  this,  the  Secretary  at  War  is  in  him- 
felf  a  hoft.     And  yet,  with  thefc  advantages,  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  War  Department  was  thought  neceflfary  for  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman !  Sir,  I  do  not  find  it  fo  much  as  ftated  that 
the  Puke  pf  Portland  could  not  do  the  duty  of  Both  ;  and   the 
Duke's  department,  inftead  of  being  reduced,  has  had  four  clerks 
added  to  it ;  one,  a  Precis^   as  it   is  called— ;-that  is  to  fay,  an 
abridger;  another,  a  law  clerk,  which  was  aboliihed  in  1774,  and 
now  revived  ;  a  third,  a  clerk  for  felons  and  convid^s  ;  and  the 
fourth,  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Baldwin),  who  left  his  profefiion,  and  is 
fo  good  as  to  give  his  opinion  when  a  cafe  is  fcnt  with  the  ufual 
compliment  (the  fee)  marked  on  the  back  of  it — Befides  which, 
there  is  an  ad^ive  MagiAfate  employed,  who  tranfa<Sls  the  office  bu- 
linefs  with  the  various  Magiftratcs,  and  takes  the  whole  weight  of 
that  trouble  off  his  Grace's  fhoulders.     Sir,  my  knowledge  of  the 
Duke  of  Portland  enables  me  to  fbtc  that  he  is  a  man  of  bulinefs ; 
and  be  being  fo,  it  is  extremely  wrong  to  proclaim  him  thus  to  the 
world  as  a  man  not  fit  for  the  management  and  difcharge  of  ttie 
duties  of  his  office.     So  far,   Sir,   I  have  confined  myfelf  to  the 
ground  of  ncccffity  \  I  will  now.  Sir,  apply  to  the  other  point  I 
aflume  on  this  occafion — I  mean  the  illegality  of  the  office.     Mr. 
Burke's  bill  provided,  riiat  the  office  <'  commonly  called  the  office 
of  third  Secretary  of  State,  or  Secretary  for  the  colonies  (as  it  was 
then  called),  fhould  be  Jupprsffedy  aholijhed^  and  taken  aUioy  ;  and 
that  two  only  (hould  remain — thofe  for  the  Northern  and  Southern 
D^rtments ;  and  that  if  any  office  of  the  fame  name,  nature  or 
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defcription,  fhculd  thereafter  be  eftablilhedi  the  fame  (hould  be  taken 
as  a  new  office."     Now,  Sir,  I  afk  any  gentleman  of  the  law  now 
prefent,  whether  words  could  be  found  to  comprehend  a  more  laige, 
diftind  and  plain  explanation  of  the  intention  of  that  provilion  i 
Lord  George  Germaine,  who  held  the  office  of  third  Secretary, 
vras  more  cautious  than  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ;  for  be 
never  gave  any  fpecific  name  to  the  office  he  held,  but  held  it  gene- 
rally by  the  title  of  One  of  His  Majeftys  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State :  and  Mr.  Burke  was  driven  thereby  to  defcribe  it  in  the 
manner  he  had  done — that  is  to  fay,  that  there  (ball  be  only  two 
Secretaries ;  and  that  if  a  third  be  made,  of  the  fame  name,  nature 
and  defcription  with  that  abolifhed,  the  perfon  who  receives  the 
fame  {hall  be  incapable  to  (it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons!     Now, 
Sir,  I  will  demonftratc  bc)'ond  the  poffibility  of  refutation,  that  the 
office  held  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  is  of  that  nature  and 
defcription  :  that  it  is  of  the  fame  name,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  it  Is 
for  the  fame  purpofes,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  get  over  it ;  it  is  for 
tranfadling  the  fame  fort  of  bufinefs  as  that  which  was  called  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonies  ;  it  is  not  only  new,  but,  by  the  defcription 
of  it  in  the  Re{x>rt,  may  be  faid  to  grow  out  of  that  of  Lord  Geoigp 
Garmaine,  and,  like  it,  is  created  upon  the  pretence  that  the  buiinefs 
of  the  Home  Department  is  too  heavy.     Let  gentlemen  only  look 
to  rhe  Report,  and  they  will  find  the  three  offices  diAindly  recog- 
nifed  by  the  authenticated  iignatures  of  the  rcfpeSive  Secretaries— 
In  Appendix,  B.  i,  they  will  find  the  lignatuxe  PoVrLANb  as 
Principal  Secretary  9f  the  Home  Department  \  in  B.  2,  they  will  find 
Grenvjlle,  Principal  Secretary  for  the  Foreign  Department  \  and 
then  they  will  come  to  the  ftrayed  (beep,  Henry  Dundas,  Prin- 
cipal War  Secretary  !     For  my  part,  I  cannot  comprehend  where 
a  doubt  upon  the  fubjedt  can  arife.     It  evidently  appears  there  are 
three  Secretaries ;  one  of  them  is  in  the  War  Department,  and  that 
is  the  right  honourable  gentleman.     Perhaps  gentlemen  wi\l  endca«- 
vour  to  (belter  him  by  faying,  that  it  is  the  Duke  of  Portland  that 
is  the  new  Secretary  ;  for  certainly  they  cannot  fay  it  is  Lord  Gren- 
ville.     But  the  Houfe  muft  fee  it  cannot  be  (huffled  oflF  in  that 
manner  ;  if  it  can,  Mr.  Burke^s  bill  is  but  a  farce  from  one  end 
of  it  to  the  other.     The  Report  (btes  the  necefltfy  of  a  feparaie 
eftablifliment,  smd  of  an  oMtional  office  of  Secretary  of  the  War 
Department-^and  that  office  the  rigjht  honourable  gentleman  it 
avowed  to  hold.    No  doubt,  then,  can  poffibly  arife  on  the  fubjeft* 
Gentlemen  may  fay,  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  has  the  ikiw 
feai  he  had  before ;  but  that  will  make  no  diflTerence,  inafmueh  aa 
the  fial  coofiituccs  a  part  of  .the  nature  of  the  office*    Bcx,  Sir^ 

t/^.       ft/  -D  - 
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the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  not  only  a  diftinft  office,  but 
for  that  office  a  diffin<h  houfe  in  Parliament* ftreet,  the  leaTe  of 
which  he  has  bought  for  the  purpofe.  Perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  that 
this  is  only  a  new  divifion  of  the  Secretary's  office  ;  but  even  that 
Mr.  Burke's  bill  is  againft  :  or  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  right  ho- 
n  }uruble  gentleman,  being  a  Commoner,  poflfeiTed  the  office,  and, 
cutting  it  into  two  parts,  gave  half  of  it  to  a  Peer,  and  doing  fo,  has 
not  forfeited  his  feat — as  if  the  Matter  of  the  Mint  was  to  give 
generally  the  office  to  a  Peer,  and  refervc  to  himfelf,  being  a  Com- 
moner, only  the  coining  of  fixpences— Would  he  not  hold  a  new 
office,  though  he  might  ttill  call  himfelf  a  Matter  of  the  Mint  ? 

Sir,  I  have  only  one  word  more.  In  the  ttatement  I  have  de- 
livered, it  is  fatisfafiorily  made  out,  that  no  neceffity  for  creating 
this  office  has  been  proved,  and  that,  if  the  neceffity  was  proved, 
i^ill  under  the  law  it  is  impoffible  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man can  retain  his  feat.  Sir,  I  affiire  you,  in  making  this  motion, 
I  am  not  alSuatcd  by  a  defire  to  interfere  with  His  Majcfty's  fcr- 
vice,  or  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  public  proceedings, 
but  by  an  anxious  defire  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  charader  of 
the  Houfe,  by  prevailing  on  them  to  (hew  that  they  wifli  to  prcfcrvc 
inviolate  the  law  ;  the  more  (b,  as  the  King's  fpeech  recommends  fo 
ftrongly  to  them  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws.  And  I  recom- 
mend it  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  wants  a  new  ar- 
rangement, to  look  to  his  friend  on  the  right  (Mr.  Windham),  who 
is  at  the  head  of  an  ettabliffiment  of  no  lefs  than  Forty-two  thtmjand 
pounds  a  year,  and  to  divide  with  him,  rather  than  lay  new  exadions 
on  the  Public.  \ A  laugh  from  the  other  fide  f\^^^\x^  I  cannot  fee 
that  it  is  a  reafonable  provocation  to  laughter  to  be  told,  and  truly 
told,  that  one  man  poffeffes  an  eftablittiment  of  42,000!.  a  year. 
Or  that  another  (its  in  this  Houfe  who  by  law  has  no  right  to  fit  in 
it,  and  is  called  upon  to  (hew  caufe  for  his  doing  fo.  Gentlemen 
fhould  not  chufe  this  night  for  laughter:  difcretion  (hould  point 
out  to  them  a  conduft  more  becoming  the  tinrc  and  their  own  fitu- 
^ons.  A  gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fide,  the  other  night,  la- 
mented that  there  was  not  a  fuller  attendance  on  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe  ;  and  it  would  be  well  if,  before  they  indulge  in  unfbemly, 
ill-timed  levity,  gentlemen  would  confider  whether  lau^ter  is  the 
fnode  that  (llbuld  be  taken  to  induce  the  attendance  of  abfent 
Members.  Sir,  I  have  done ;  I  (ball  now  make  my  motion, 
firft  begging  that  the  zSt   I   alludie  to  (Mr.  Burke's  bill}  may 

Ve  read. 

i^  The  a<ft  being  read,  he  moved, 

^  <f  That  the  office  of  Secretary  (^  State  for  iie  War  Dttpait* 
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ment  was  in  addition  to  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State  f  jr  the 
Home  and  for  the  Foreign  Departments,  eflabliihed  on  the  nth 
of  July,  1794-  •      . 

"  That  the  right  honourable  Henry  Dundas,  having  accepted 
the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  Department,  was  in* 
capable  of  being  eledled  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  and  ought  not  to 
fit  In  this  Houfe." 

Mr.  Secretary  PUNDAS — The  honourable  gentleman,  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  introduced  the  prcfcnt  motion,  fo  particularly 
alluded  to  m^,  that  it  may  be  cxpeftcd  I  (hould  fay  fom&-" 
thing  in  reply  ;  and  I  conceive  that  I  cannot  better  refute  the  ob- 
jcflions  he  has  ftatcd,  or  better  demonllrate  the  impropriety  of  the 
meafure  he  has  propofed,  than  by  giving  an  accurate  (latement  of 
the  circumftances  to  which  he  has  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe.  In  the  year  1791,  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  call  upon 
me  to  undertake  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment. At  this  period  the  duty  attached  to  the  iituation  conv 
prchended  the  internal  correfpondcnce  with  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  with  Ireland,  the  colonics,  and  in  general  every  thing  rcU- 
tive  to  the  Executive  Adminiftration.  When  th^  war  broke  out,  the 
military  correfpondcnce  was  like  wife  conda<f^ed  by  this  department, 
and  there  continued  till  it  was  thought  proper  to  form  a  new  zs-^ 
raogement.  I  (hall  not  enter  into  the  confideration,  whether  the 
place  of  third  Secretary  of  State  was  rightly  aboliihed,  or  whether 
it  was  rightly  re^iored  :  I  (hall  not  now  difcufs,  whether  the  exten* 
iive  concerns  which  come  under  the  adminiftration  of  the  offices 
stlluded  to,  can  bed  be  conduced  by  two,  or  by  three :  this  fuhje^t 
ioTois  no  part  of  the,  prefent  confidcration  ;  and  as  to  the  perfonal 
topics  which  the  honourable  gentleman  urged  fo  varioufly  and  to 
often,  I  (hall  pafs  them  over  without  particular  notice.  Still,  how- 
ever, I  thould  dcx*m  it  unmanly,  were  I  not  to  embrace  this  oppoi^ 
tunity  to  date  didindly,  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion  be  it  undet- 
ftuod,  that  tlie  bulinefs  of  that  office  which  is  the  fubje6l  of  conS- 
deration,  is  xoprc  than  would  be  proper  to  commit  to  any  individual, 
be  his  talents  and  his  afiiduity  wh^t  they  may.  The  increafc  of 
bufineis  arifingout  of  the  war,  the  new  and  Grange  fcenes  which 
were  aded  in  various  pa^t^  of  the  countr\',  the  frantic  and  dan- 
gerous defigns  \vhich  were  profecuted  with  fuch  perfeverance  and 
a^^ivity  to  diflurb  the  public  tranquillity  and  to  overthrow  our 
hi  py  Conftitution,  called  for  an  additional  portion  of  indu(^ry,  and 
additional  means  of  carrying  on  the  bulinefs  of  the  State  with  new 
vigilance  and'  undivided  attention.     On  this  point,  howevett  I 

Hivrely  throw  out  ipy  pffrlgfi^l  opinion  ^  it  dues  00c  belong  t»  ^e 

R  ^ 
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prefent  difcuifion.     The  qucftion  for  the  dcKbcrarion  of  the  Houfc, 
and  the  only  fubjc£l  on  which  they  have  to  decide,  is,  Whether  I  ara 
a  third  Secretary  of  State  in  terms  of  Mr.  Burke's  act  ?      In  reply 
to  the  arguments  \^hich  the  honourable  gentleman  has  urged  in  fup- 
port  of  the  affirmative,  I  (hall  boldly  ftate  the  fad: — In  the  year 
1791,  I  received  from  His  Majcfty  the  fcals  of  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, and  at  the  fame  time  I  was  cudodier  of  thofe  which  had  be- 
longed to  Lord  George  Germaine.     A  new  arrangement  Having 
taken  place,  I  carried  the  feals  of  which  I  had  been  the  cuftodter  to 
His  Majefty,  who  delivered  them  to  the  Duke  of  Portland.      I  was 
then  ordered  by  His  Majefty  to  continue  the  military  correfpondcncc, 
and  to  conduct  the  bufinefs  of  Secretary  of  State  fo  far  as  related  to 
this  objed.    How  then  can  I  in  any  rcfpefl  be  confidercd  the  third 
Secretary  of  State  P     I  continued  to  perform  a  cohiiderable  part  of 
the  duty  which  had  devolved  upon  me  when  I  accepted  the  appoint- 
ment in  179 T.      If  two  known  and  eftablifhed  Secretaries  of  State 
exifted,  and  another  is  added,  by  what  kind  of  argument  is  it  to  be 
proved,  that  the  perfon  who  difcharged  one  of  thefe  offices  is  to  be 
confldercd  either  as  the  new  or  the  third  Secretary  of  State  ?     It  fo 
happens,  however,  that  none  of  the  bufinefs  which  belongs  to  the 
office  of  third  Secretary,  abolifhed  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  is  attached 
to  the  office  which  I  now  hold  ;  the  bufinefs  which  it  comprehends 
'  is  quite  diffinft  from  that  for  which  a  third  Secretary  of  State  was 
deemed  unneceflTary,  and  is  pofterior  to  Mr.  Burke's  bill.      In  the 
Situation  which  I  received  in  179I9  I  have  flood  (ince;  and  I  now 
only  am  in  poiTeffion  of  a  part  of  that  bufinefs  which  was   then 
wholly  under  my  care.     The  evidence  upon  which  the  Report  of 
the  Seledl  Committee  is  made,  does  not  prove  who  is,  or  who  is  iKyti 
>  third  Secretary  of  State.     The  perfons  examined  by  that  Commit- 
tee explain  the  nature  of  the  bufinefs  tranfadled  in  the  dtflTeient 
offices,  but  do  not  attempt  to  difiinguifh   who  is  firft>  fscond,  or 
third  Secretary  of  State.     Tlie  military  branch,  and  the  matters 
connected  with  it,  are  carried  on  in  my  department ;  but  I  cannot 
conceive  how  this  at  all  ferves  to  eftabliOi,  that  I,  who  performed 
that  duty  before,  muft  be  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  or  that  I  come 
under  the  incapacities  which  Mr.  Burke's  bill  ena(^s.  The  name  by 
which  the  office  may  be  di(lingui(hed  is  of  no  confequence  ;  it  does 
not  in  any  manner  fupport  the  point  which  the  honourable  gentle- 
man endeavours  to  prove.     Does  the  hA  juftify  the  conclufions 
which  he  draws  ?  Did  I  receive  any  new  patent  from  His  Majefty 
for  the  office  which  I  hold  i  did  I  receive  any  new  falary  ?— >Cer- 
tainly  not.     In  no  refpefi  were  the  emoluments  I  enjoyed  either  in- 
creafed  cur  diminished ;  they  (land  piecifely  as  they  did  befisre  tte 
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new  arnngement  took  place.     I  was  then,  and  ftill  am,  one  of  the 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  while  there  are  three  to  whom  this 
chara^er  belongs,  without  its  being  at  all  fpccificd  with  what  parti- 
cular  department  they  are  cntruftcd.     But  with  regard  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  bill  upon  which  this  motion  is  founded,  it  likcwife  ought 
to  be  confidered  what  is  its  fpirit  and  objedi.     It  was  intended  to 
guard  againft  the  increafe  of  public  offices,  in  fo  far  as  thofe  who 
occupied  them  were,  or  were  not,  to  be  Members  of  this  Houfe. 
But  becaufe  it  fuited  the  date  of  the  civil  lift  at  the  period  when  it 
was  paflTed,  does  it  fellow  that  it  muft  be  applicable  to  the  prefent 
times  ?     It  does  not  enaS  that  a  third  Secretary  of  State  (hall  not 
be  appointed;  but  its  effedl  is,  that  this  third  Secretary  of  State  (hall 
not  be  a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Before  any  change  took 
place,  I  fat  in  this  Houfe ;  and  now  I  claim  the  right,  both  on  my 
own  account,  and  from  a  regard  for  the  privileges  of  my  conftitu- 
ents,  to  cKercife  my  legiflative  capacity.     No  change  has  taken 
place  in  any  (ituation  fincc  I  was  firft  chofen  after  being  appointed 
in   1 7  9 1  ;  but  that  part  of  the  duty  which  I  perforntKd,  is  now 
executed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland.     Upon  what  ground,  then,  is 
the  honourable  gentleman  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  that  I  have  forfeited 
my  right  to  a  feat  here  ?     The  friends  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
have  likewife  fome  reafon  to  complain  of  him,  that  he  feems  dcfi- 
rous  to  effcft  what  their  ingenuity  and  talents  had  never  difcovcred 
to  be  attainable.     Although  the  honourable  gentleman's  abilities 
may  be  very  confpicuous,  yet  the  queftion  was  agitated  by  an  ho- 
nourable friend  of  his  with  no  lefs  ingenuity,  and  with  no  lefs  (kill ; 
but  it  was  admitted  that  no  incapacity  to  fit  in  this  Houfe  arofe  from 
the  circumftances  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  was  called. 
After  the  difcuflfion  which  the  fubjeft  had  ali'eady  undergone,  I 
cannot  but  think,  too,  that  my  conftituents 'would  not  be  fairly  dealt 
with,  were  they  to  fee  their  reprefcntative  declared  to  have  incurred 
an  incapacity  by  an  a£k  on  which  difcuflfion  had  already  taken  place, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  had  been  pronounced.     Having  thus 
dated  the  fads  upon  which  the  difculTion  of  the  prefent  queftion 
muft  proceed,  I  (hall  trouble  the  Houfe  no  longer,  and  (hall  there- 
lore  give  my  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  whether  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man, by  holding  his  prefent  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  had  vio- 
bted  the  letter  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  in  his  opinion  the  fpirit  of  it 
had  been  difr^rded.  Its  objed  was,  to  guard  againft  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  and  to  fecure  the  independence  of  Parliament ;  which, 
by  the  proceeding  in  queftion,  would  be  defeated. 
Mr,  TIERNEY— The  pidcnt  is  a  fubjca  upon  which  I  (hould    J 
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have  eicpedlcd  that  the  Crown  Lawyers  would  have  favoured  the 
Houfe  with  their  lights,  and  that  "a  queftion  which  turns  upon  the 
interpretation  of  an  a£t  of  Parliament  would  have  called  forth  ibnie 
legal  knowledge.  On  fuch  a  quedion,  it  certainly  is  unpleafant  to 
me  to  find  the  difcuifion  wholly  devolved  upon  myiclf.  I  could 
have  wi(hed  that  fome  of  the  learned  gentlemen,  and  a  learned 
Judge  whom  I  now  fee  in  his  place,  who  are  generally  ready  to 
afiiil  their  friends  upon  the  other  fide  with  their  legal  abilities,  would 
have  now  come  forward.  I  was  defirous  to  have  exercifed  the 
right  which  I  have  to  clofe  the  debate.  [I'he  Speaker  informed 
Mr.Tierney,  that  it  was  matter  of  indulgence,  not  of  right,  for  the 
opener  of  a  queflion  to  clofe  the  debate.]  If  not  a  matter  of  right) 
it  certainly  is  an  indulgence  which  in  few  inAances  has  been  re* 
fu(ed.  Of  this  indulgence,  then,  I  was  defirous  to  avail  myiclf,  as 
the  laft  fpeaker,  to  reply  to  fuch  arguments  as  might  have  been  urged. 
Perhaps  it  is  in  vain  to  prefs  thefe  learned  gentlemen  to  enter  the 
field  ;  they  have  fo  repeatedly  failed  in  the  legal  arguments  which 
'  they  were  called  upon  to  maintain,  that  they  are  cautious  6f  expp-f 
fing  themfelves  to  a  fecond  failure.  In  this  fituation,  thcn^  I  am 
fX)mpelled  to  fupport  the  arguments  I  have  advanced  with  no  other 
countenance  but  that  of  the  Houfe :  even  of  this,  indeed,  I  (eem 
to  be  deprived,  if  I  can  judge  from  the  meniment  with  which  the 
propofition  was  received.  Even  the  right  honouraUe  gentleman 
(Mr.  Pitt),  who  is  not  backward  to  fpeak,  fcems  to  decline :  if) 
however,  he  does  come  forward,  I  hope  he  will  confine  himfelf  to 
inatter  of  fad,  and  not  indulge  himfelf  in  extraneous  argument,  bc- 
eaufe  he  ki^ws,  that  as  I  have  no  right  to  fpeak  a  third  time,  ] 
qinnot  anfwer  him.  He,  too,  is  implicated  in  one  of  the  moft  wan* 
ton,  unnecelTary,  and  infulting  jobs,  by  which  this  country  was  ever 
diigraced  \  The  right  honourable  gentlemanj^  however,  iays,  that 
be  is  not  third  Secretary  of  State,  becaufe  he  was  Secretary  of  State 
before  :  thus  he  argues,  that,  having  once  been  in  tl^t  capacity,  h/c 
muft  ever  retaiii  the  charafier  as  long  as  he  is  einployed  in  public 
affairs,  and  lingers  about  any  of  the  ofllices  of  State. 

If  it  is  true  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  only  has  a  part 
of  the  duty,  is  he  not,  in  fad,  no  more  than  an  officer  of  the  Duke 
of  Portland'^,  and  dtfqualified  equally  to>  fit  in  Parliament,  as  com- 
ing under  the  exceptions  of  the  1 5  th  of  George  the  Second  ?  By 
that  a£t,  one  Under  Secreta^*  in  each  department,  and  no  nK>re,  is 
allowed  to  6t  in  Parlianvmt.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  c^* 
tainly  does  not  ad  in  the  charader  of  Under  Secretary  for  the  Hotne  ' 
Department  \  wh^t  difference,  then,  does  there  exift  between  hm 
and  any  other  perfon  put  of  ths  Dvi^^  of  Portlwd's  ofy:^  ?     In 
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adopting  this  mode  of  defence^  the  right  honoimble  gentieman 
feems  to  have  been  off  his  guard  ;  and  had  he  advifed  with  his 
learned  friends^  they  probably  would  have  diflfuaded  him  from 
committing  himfelf  by  fuch  a  mode  of  argument.  But,  it  is  faid, 
the  fubjeift^was  formerly  difcuiTcd :  now,  however,  circumftances 
are  altered,  and  the  queftion  comes  forward  in  a  diflPerent  point  of 
vic^  ;  here  the  job,  which  formerly  was  impcrfedly  known,  is 
iitt&edn  It  was  not  then  known  that  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man held  the  office  which  is  now  diftinguUhed  by  the  title  of  the 
IVar  Departnunt^  hitherto  unknown.  In  anfwer  to  the  charge  of 
thus  holding  the  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State,  a  poor  joke  is 
again  repeated  ;  and  we  are  aiked,  whether  thofe  who  were  in,  or 
iie  who  joins,  is  to  be  juftly  deemed  the  new  Secretary  ?  But  what 
does  this  prove  I  When  the  new  arrangement  was  adopted,  a  break 
took  place  fomewhere — when  the  Duke  of  Portland  was  introduced 
into  the  (ituation  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  held,  and 
was  entrufted,  at  lead,  with  part  of  the  bufinefs  which  he  prcvi- 
oufiy  performed.  The  Duke  of  Pbrtland  now  occupies  the  Home 
Department :  the  defcription  given  of  that  department  in  the  Re- 
port of  the  Gommittec  in  1 786,  is  prccifely  that  which  is  given  by 
Mr.  King,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  of  that  dcpartnoent  at  the 
prefent  moment,  excepting  the  bufinefs  of  the  £a(l  Indies.  A  new 
divifion,  however,  it  feems,  has  taken  place.  Doubtlefs  His  Ma- 
jefty  may  divide  the  office  into  as  many  parts  as  he  pleafes,  if  he 
does  not  call  upon  this  Houfe  for  the  payment  of  thofe  who  are  em- 
ployed. I  call  upon  the  Houfe,  however,  to  fay,  what  control  they 
arc  to  cxercife  upon  this  prerogative  ?  The  Houfe  can  fay  to  His 
Majcfty,  "  You  can  make  Placemen,  but  you  cannot  give  places 
to  Members  of  Parliament."  His  Majefty  cannot,  by  eictending 
the  number  of  Principal  Secretaries,  increafe  the  number  of  Under 
Secretaries  qualified  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  By  the  new 
anrangennents,.  however,  t^'o  Members  are  made.  It  is  faid,  in- 
deed, that  the  Under  Secretary  takes  no  falary*  Without  anydif- 
refpe6t  for  that  gentleman,  however,  he  might  change  his  mind,  or 
cibers  in  his  fituation  might  differ, from  him.  The  ftatute  of 
Queen  Anne  creates  an  incapacity,  whether  the  falary  be  received  or 
not ;  and  this  point  I  flKMild  be  glad  to  argue  with  any  lawyer,  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  youngeft  Student,  were  the  point  to  be 
denied.  No  matter  by  what  motive  the  honourable  gentleman 
Wiy  be  aftuated  5  the  incapacity  is  legally  declared.  Whether  he 
i«  pleafed  t5  perform  for  nothing  the  bufinefs  of  the  right  honourable 
g^lemaa  in  the  morning,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  his  ckv 
qpenoe  Jn  ite'eVtiiing,  w  whether  ht  foHows  virtue  fbrv.s^wn 
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Cike^  is  all  one ;  it  is  agaiftft  law,  and  that  is  ertoug^.  It  is  againft 
the  admiflion  of  the  principle  that  I  now  contend  ;  ic  is  not  from 
pcifonal  nK>tives  to  attack  the  feats  of  any  honourable  gentlemen, 
but  it  is  to  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  to  proof  what  is  meant  bj 
the  Conftitution,  what  is  meant  by  enforcing  obedience  to  the  lawv, 
that  I  urge  the  prefent  queftion.     I  call  on  the  Houfe  to  do  what 
they  pledge  themfelves  to  do  in  the  addrefs  on  the  King's  fpecch  ; 
and  how  is  the  proportion  received  )  with  a  laugh !     Do  gentle* 
men  really  think  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  fo  funk  in  apa- 
thy that  they  can  endure  this  mockery  }     Do  you  think  that  the 
people  without  doors  will  be  fatisBed,  when  this  debate  goes  abroad, 
with  the  juggle  with  which  the  ferious  charge  I  have  made  has  been 
advanced?  When  it  is  afferted  and  proved  by  the  evidence  of  aSeleA 
Committee,  and  when  it  is  demonftrated  by  an  ad  of  Parliament, 
that  an  honourable  gentleman  fits  in  this  Houfe  who  is  difqualificd 
by  law,  do  you  think  it  will  do  to  fay,  that  it  is  not  proved  whether 
he  be  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  Secretary  ?     The  right  honourable , 
gentleman  fays  he  will  inqiure  whether  the^arrangement  be  neceflaiy 
or  not ;  but  does  he  think  the  country  will  be  fatisfled  with  this  ? 
Will  they  not  fee  the  grofs  infult  which  they  have  received  in  the 
juggle  with  which  it  is  attcn)ptcd  to  impofe  upon  their  underftand- 
xngs  ?     Such  a  defence  as  this  will  never  convince  the  Public  th^t 
new  offices  have  not  beeh  created  to  extend  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  corrupt  the  independence  of  Parliament ;  it  will 
not  convince  them  that  men  are  not  thus  introduced  into  Parlia- 
ment, who  by  law  are  difqualifled.     Af  a  moment  fo  perilous  fts 
the  prefent,  it  ought  to  be  our  bufinefs,  not  to  outrage,  but  to  con- 
ciliate the  public  opinion :  we  ought  not  to  endeavour,  by  a  quib- 
ble, to  evade  the  execution  of  law.     The  People  are  entitled  to 
fomcthing  on  their  iide  ;  fome  liberality  ought  to  be  (hewn  to 
their  claims.   '  I  am  not  very  apt  to  defpond.     I  believe  that 
the  energy  of  the  country  is  great*— that  its  refourccs  are  exten- 
live  ;  but  they  are  not  the  refources  of  abundance ;  they  can  only 
be  called  forth  by  a  Houfe  of  Commons  poflefling  the  confi- 
dence and  good  opinion  of  the  People,     If  you  (how  them  that 
you  are  more  difpofed  to  curry  favour  with  the  King,  if  you  (how 
yourfelves  more  difpofed  to  employ  a  vigour  beyond  the  law  againft 
the  People,  and  a  vigour  lefs  than  the  law  in  the  vindication  of 
their  rights,  you  may  vote  grants,  but  they  will  be  barren  ;  you  may 
impofe  taxes,  but  they  will  be  unproduAive.     If,  indeed,  you  /how 
a  determination  to  enforce  the  laws  equally  againft  high  and  againft 
low,  then  you  will  find  in  the  People  energies  inezhauftible,  and  re- 
fources without  end.     The  right  bonoutable  gendmnuiy  howerer* 
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&ys,  ^  Prove  tne  to  be  tfaitd  Secretary  of  State:  I  went  with  the 
fcalsy  and  delivered  diem  to  the  Duke  of  Portland."  Thus  he  en** 
deavours  to  efoapeby  ajugg^:  ^*  Handy  dandy !  which  is  the  juftioey. 
''  and  which  the  tMef  ?"  .  The  fafison  which  I  reft  this  charge, 
however,  are  founded  upon  no  quibble.  The  two  departments  for 
Home  and  Foreign  Affiiirs  are  known.  Since  1794,  there  has 
been  a  Secretary .  ibr;  the  -War  Department.  The  whole  matter, 
then,  is  reduced  to  a  quibble,  whether  Mr.  Dundas  or  the  Duke  of 
Portland  be,  the  new  ^^retary  ;  and  becaufe  the  Duke  came  laft 
into  office,  it  rauft  be  inferred,  forlboth,  that  he  is  the  new  Secre- 
taiy.  But  the  law  does  not  aflc  who  is  the  officer ;  it  looks  at  the 
office ;  and  if  the  new  ofiioer  is  found  in  the  old  department,  and 
the  former  Secretary  in  an  office  hitherto  unknown,  it  cannot  be 
difficult  to  decide  >vhicK  of  them  is  to  be  held  as  the  new  Secretary, 
^  State,  The.  6th  of  Anne  is^  expre&ly  againft  any  perfon  hold- 
inga  new  office ;  and  the  qoeftion  here  is,  not  whether  Mr.  Dun« 
das  is  an  old  officer,  but  whether  his  office  is  a  new  office  ?  That 
the  point  u  one  whidh  admits,  at  leaft,  of  doubt  againft  them,  Mi« 
lufters  caimot^but  admit.  If  it  be  an  dbjcA  of  difcuffion,  why  not 
get  die  matter  decided  and  explained  by  an  aA  of  Parliament  ? 
This  was  done  in  regard  to  bounty-money  when  a  doubt  arofe  on 
Mr.  Burke's  bill.  This,  at  leaft,  would  fliield  the  Houfe  from  the 
di^ce  of  fandioning  a  grofs  violation  of  law.  The  defence  now^ 
attempted  is  at  once  iujurious  (0  the  rights,  and  infulting  to  the  un- 
derflandings  of  die  People  ;  a  mifcrable  juggle  to  defeat  an  ad  of 
Parliament  intended  to  control  the  influence  of  the  Crown^  and  to 
fecure  the  indej^ndence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  motion,  I  have  d9ne  my  duty. 
Gentlemen  may  vote  as  they  think  proper ;  I  have  exculpated  my* 
felf  from  the  confequences.  If  it  fhaU  be  carried,  I  Iball  have  th# 
iatisfadion  of  having  contributed  fpmething  to  defend  the  rights  of 
the  People,  and  to  fecure  the  purity  of.  this  Houie.  If  it  be  le- 
jeded,  I  (hall  have  the  confolation  of  knowing  that  I  have  exerted 
myfelf  to  (how  to  the  People  what  is  really  meant  by  the  Conftitudcm 
of  which  gentlemen  boaft  fo  much,  and  tbofe  laws  which  they 
pledge  therofelves  to  enforce ;  at  leaft  it  will  (hew  to  die  confUtuents 
of  the  right  honourable  gentleman^  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  to  the 
furvivors  of  thofe  who  fell  at  Tranent,  the  conicquences  whic^  at^ 
tach  to  the  fame  conduct  in  different  ctrcundlBDCCS :  it  will  (hew 
thcm^  that  while  one  fct  of  men^  for  their  oppofition  to  the  law,,  are 
dootnod  to  the  horrors  of  militaiy  execution,  others  can  pmted  them- 
felvcs,  by  a  pitiful  juggle,  from  the  penalties  of  the  violation  of 
which  they  have  been.guitiy. 

Vrtr       TW  *  '  C 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT— 'Whtnever  the  honcnnrable  genfleman 
ihall  think  fit  again  to  allade  to  the  affair  of 'Trancfit,  I  hope  he 
will  do  fo  in  a  manner  that  will  conned  it  a  little  better  with  Ac 
ftibjeft  in  dtfcuffion«  The  honourable  gentleman  maintains  dut 
he  has  a  right  to  fpeak  laft,  bccaufc  he  is  the  mover  t>f  the  qucftion 
before  the  Houfe.  That,  indeed,  has  been  tifctai  and  ciiftofnary» 
from  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe ;  but  I  know  of  no  right 
that  any  Member  has  to  infift  upon  it ;  fo  far  is  it  fnmi  being 
fo  uhderfiood,  that  I  have  known  manyinftances  in  which  the 
mover  has  made  what  is  generally  termed  a  reply,  and  others 
have  fpoken  after  him.  The  honourable  gentleman  has  already 
made  two  fpeeches,  and,  peitiaps,  he^  may  fpeak  a  third  time ; 
but  I  deny  die  right  he  has  to  deitiand  a  third  hearing  upon 
dne  qoeftion.  He  complains,  however,  that  nobody  has  diofen 
to  anfwer  him  but  my  right  honourable  friend.  It  does  not 
feem  to  me  dif&cult  to  account  for  the  filence  of  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  complains :  thofe  who  might  at  firfl  think 
that  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  required  an  anfwer, 
thought  the  ihten^ent  afterwards  madb  by  my  right  honourable 
friend  was  fufficiendy  convincing  to  the  Houfe  without  ariother 
word  being  uttered  upon  the  fubjeA ;  for  little,  indeed,  need  be 
fiiid,  as  the  honourable  gentleman,  although  he  indulged  himfclf 
confiderably  in  the  difplay  of  a  digreflive  eloquence,  it  applied  to  any 
thing  but  the  fubjed  in  debate,  efpecially  in  his  laR  fpeech ;  he 
called,  in  a  prefling,  taunting  manner,  for  a  reply,  although  he 
daimed  the  right  of  fpcaking  laft.  He  feemed  alfo  to  lay  it  down 
as  a  rule,  that  Members  of  Parliament  ought  to  wait  for  the  opin- 
ion of  lawyers  upon  the  prefent  queftion  ;  and  fcemed  to  be  pretty 
confident  of  his  own  legal  knowledge,  although  he  is  not  a  lawyer. 
True  it  is,  indeed,  that  he  palled  part  of  his  early  days  in  one  of 
the  Inns  of  Court ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  fuch  of  us  who  are  not 
lawyers  fhould  be  filent  in  his  prefence  upon  fuch  a  point  as  thh ; 
nor  do  I  undcrftand  by  what  rule  or  principle  it  is  that  a  Member 
of  Parliatnent,  who  is  not  a  lawyer,  is  not  to  judge,  and,  if  he 
I^eafes,  to  deliver  his  opinion  upon  the  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  be- 
caufe  we  have  among  us  a  learned  Judge,  and  many  gendemen  o( 
the  long  robe,  and  great^  and  eminent  Crown  Lawyers.  I  (hoald 
be  hiippy  to  hear  any  of  thofe  profef&onal  gendemen  upon  any  Iqgd 
quedion.  I  tfaVe  as  (Tncere  a  refpetEi  for  their  authority  as  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  now  wifhes  to  hear  no  other ;  foot,  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  I  am  not  bound  by  thcrr  authority :  I  muft 
fudge  for  myfelf.     Why,  then,  having  fettled  the  queftion  of  right 

judge  and  fpeak  for  ipyfelf,   I  am  come  to  ^e  cotiftf u^on  of 
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the  Aatute  to  which  the  honourable  gentlconn  refers ;  and  here  let 
meobferveyby  the  way,  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpeaks  fo 
vauntingly  that  we  have  not  the  opinion  of  any  lawyer  in  our  favour^ 
there  is  not  thQ  .opinion  of  any  lawyer  againft  us.     I,  therefore,  an 
unlearned  man,  am  left  to  form  my  opinion  as  well  as  I  can.    In« 
deed,  the  honourable  gentleman's  coniiAency  is  a  little  doubtful,  for 
by  one  part  of  his  fpeech  he  calls  upon  us  to  ^ve  opinions,  and  in 
another  he  directs  us  to  wait  for  the  opinion  of  lawyers.     He  talks  \ 
a  good  deal  too  of  a  laugh,  which  feemed  to  be  very  oiFenfive  to  him, 
and  which  I  did  not  fee ;  to  be  difconcerted  by  fuch  a  trifle,  does 
not  feem  to  me  to  be  very  confident  with  that  flate  of  nerves  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  be  in   while  he  waS'  making 
pretty  bold  aiTertions.     He  feemed  alio  to  infinuate  that  this  prac- 
tice of  laughter  will  keep  other  Members  of  this  Houfe  from  com7 
ing  among  us  to  do  their  duty  ;  to  which  I  can  only  anfwer,  that  I 
hope  they  have  a  better  reafon  for  (bying  away  than  the  fear  of  be- 
ing laired  at  if  they  return.     The  ftatement  of  my  right  honour- 
able friend  is  not  fairly  liable  to  the  obfervations  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  pleafed  to  make,  by  way  of  anticipation  upon  it. 
My  right  honourable  friend  fays  **  Here  are  three  Secretaries  of 
"  State,  two  of  them  exi(led  before  ;  anodier  is  added.     Who  is 
"  the  third,  either  of  the  former  two,  or  the  one  who  is  addded  to 
*'  them  ?*'     This  is  precifely  the  cafe  which  we  are  now  debating*; 
nor  is  it  poflTible  fairly  to  date  it.otherwife,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved 
that  each  office  of  Secretary  of  State  has,  not  by  cudom  and  conve- 
nience for  praAical  purpofcs,  but  by  law,  a  particular  defignatioQ, 
department  and  divifion.     I  fay  the  ofHce  of  Secretary  of  State  has 
no  fuch  department,  dcHgnation,  or  diviHon  by  law,   but  is,  in  the 
legal  fenfc,  independent  of  any  fuch  diAin^tion.     The  office  of  Se- 
aetary  of  State,  in  the  legal  (cnfe,  depends  upon  the  grant  and  the 
delivery  o(  the  feals  ;  the  title  of  the  office  is,  ''  One  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Principal   Secretaries  of  State"     By  that  grant,  and  the  de- 
livery of  the  feals,  every  one  of  thcfe  perfons  becomes  a  legal  organ 
to  counterfign  any  a£t  of  (hte,  and  he  is  placed  afterwards  in  that 
department  of  bufinefs,  which  His  Majedy  in  his  wifdom  thinks  fit 
to  allot  for  him.  -  This  is  the  real  fiate  of  the  cafe,  and  has  been 
uniformly  the  prafiice,  nor  is  there  any  limitation  of  the  number  of 
Secretaries  of  State ;  they  have  frequently  been  of  different  num- 
bers, as  may  be  feen  in  different  periods  of  your  hifiory.     In  that 
cafe,  we  ftand  now  as  we  originally  ftood.     But  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  made  one  conccfTion  in  his  fpeech  for  which  I.  am 
obliged  to  him.     He  laid  it  would  be  arrogant  in  him  to  bring  this 
matter  forward  after  what  had  been  fo  ably  faid  upon  it  when  it  was 
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before  the  Houfe  a  confiderable  time  ago,  unlefs  he  could  prove  that 
fomething  had  appeared  (ince  to  add  to  and  icaft  new  light  upon  it ; 
ftnd  then  he  refers  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  and  upon  it  he 
repeats  the  old  ^itticifm,  if  fo  it  can  be  called,  **  That  novr  we 
have  a  Secretary  at  War  and  a  War  Secretary."     Perhaps  I  ought 
to  be  afhamed  of  having  now  in  my  ear  thefe  words  which  were 
mtered  three  years  ago  ;  I  cannot,  however,  help  obferving,  that 
they  were  uttcre'd  by  gentlemen  who  were  at'lca(t  as  much  mafters 
t}f  pkafantry  as  the  honourable  geptleman  ;  and  yet  thefe  gentle' 
men,  it  fcems,  with  all  their  faculties  to  provoke  laughter,  arc  now 
themfelves  afraid  of  returning  to  their  duty  for  fear  of  being  laughed 
at.     The  honourable  gentleman  relies  much  upon  the  language  of 
the  laft  Report  of  the  Committee  upon  oiHbes,  iind  triumphantly  con- 
cludes from  thence  that  my  right  honourable  friend  is  a  third  Se- 
cretary of  State.     To  which  I  anfwer,  that  the  language  of  the 
Report,  and  that  of  the  clerks  who  gave  their  evidence  before  the 
Committee,  is  taken  merely  from  po|^uIar  acceptation  in  the  com- 
mon Ajle  of  buflnefs,  and  has  no  reference  whatever  to  the  real  and 
1^1  definition  of  the  office.     How  is  this  office  of  Secretary  oonfti- 
tuted  ?     By  the  grant  by  His  Klajefty  at^d  the  delivery  of  Ac  fcals. 
Has  my  right  honourable  friend,  Mr.  Dundas,  any  new  grant  as 
'Secretary  of  State  fince  the  year  1791?  No.     Have  any  new  feals 
'been  delivered  to  him  ?  No.     He  has  now  the  old  feals  and  the  old 
grant.     I  fay  then  that  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aA  of  the  6th 
of  Anne,  my  right  honourable  friend  has  not  forfeited  his  right  to 
iit  in  this  Houfe,  and  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  a  right  to 
fpeak  a  third  time  he  would  hardly  be  able  to  perfuade  this  Houfe 
that  holding  the  old  grant  and  the  old  feals  conftitute  a  new  Secre- 
tary of  State,  rfiercly  becaufe  he  happens  to  have  Icfs  duty  now  in 
the  office  than  he  had  in  the  year  1791  ;  and  I  leave,  after  this, 
the  queftion  to  be  decided,  on  which  fide  the  quibbling  lyes  in  this 
cafe.     Indeed,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  one  more  reafon  to 
fupport  his  propofition — The  zA  of  Parliament  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Burke  ftated,  that  the  office  of  a  third  Secretary  of  State,  or  df 
Secretary  to  the  colonies,  fhould  be  dcemfd'a  new  office.     My  right 
honourable  friend  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  colonies,  and 

*  therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  might  conclude  that  he  (hould 
he  deemed  Secretary  to  the  colonics. .  '  But,  after  all,  what  is  the 
fpirit  of  Mr.  Burke^s  bill  ?  I  am  not  arguing  with  gentlemen 
what  in  their  opinion  the  fpirit  of  that  bill  ought  to  be,  but  what  ac- 
tually is.     It  is  npt  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  creation  of  offices  generally 

*  -^not  to  pile  vent  His  Majefty  even  from  having  a  third  Secretary 
ot  State  by  name :  but  it  ftates.  that  if  a  third  Secretary  of  Sutc,  or 


Nov.  y.]  DEBATES.  133 

« 

Sccretatry  of  the  plantations,  be  added— ^what  is  the  refult  ?  that 
fuch  an  appointment  is  againft  law  ?  nothing  like  it,  for  it  only  pro- 
vides that  fuch  a  Secretary  (hall  not  (it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
Now,  who  is  the  pcrfon  who  is  the  third  Secretary  of  State  ?    A 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords'  Gentlemen  may  fay,  that  the  a£t 
of  Parliament  to  which  I  am  alluding  was  palTcd  with  a  view  to 
'prevent  His  Majefty*s  influence  being  extended  in  the  Council  of 
the  nation,  and  that  the  third  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  have  no 
feat  in  the  HoUfe  of  Lords  any  more  than  in  the  Houfe  of  Coqri. 
mons :  To  which  I  anfwer  again,  that  we  muft  look  at  what  the 
law  is,  not  what  fome  gentlemen  may  think  it  ought  to  be.     The 
other  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  was  a  mixture  of 
liberality  and  pleafantncfs.     He  takes  great  merit  to  himfelf  for 
not  moving  againft  thofe  Members  of  this  Houfe  who  hold  employ, 
ments  in  the  oiSce  of  my  right  hdnoutable  friend.     I  do  not  know 
how  much  they  feel  theimfelves  obliged  to  him,  and  I  leave  it  to 
himfelf  to  (hew  how  that  i^  confident  in  a  gentleman  who  a(rures  us 
he  is  actuated  only  by  a  fenfe  of  public  duty.     As  to  the  idea 
thrown  out  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  Mr.  Dundas  may 
be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  I  muft 
obferve  again  that  he  cannot  be  foconfidered,  that  the  whole  is  mat- 
ter of  arrangement  to  tranfadl  the  public  buHnefs  more  conveniently 
than  it  was  tranfa6ted  before,  and  that  my  right  honourable  friend 
holds  the  fame  office  as  he  did  formerly,  but  tranfa6ls  now  only  part 
of  what  he  did  before  the  new  arrangement.     In  a  word,  I  think 
(his  a  cafe  in  which  there  is  no  doubt ;  and  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman thinks  it  would  have  been  arrogant  in  him  to  have  brought 
this  fubjed  forward  without  fome  new  ground  to  fupport  it,  the  fen- 
tence  is  one  which  he  has  pronounced  on   him  Pelf,   and  which 
btherwife  I  (hould  not  have  thought  of  pronouncing  on  him. 

Mr.  TIERNEY.  If  any  language  of  mine  has  appeared  to 
be  har(h  in  tAis  difculTion,  the  fault  is  not  mine  ;  it  arofe  out  of 
the  fubjedl.  I  faid,  this  was  a  job  ;  I  fay  fo  (till,  becaufe  I  think 
to.  I  faid  alfo,  that  I  fhould  have  been  arrogant  if  I  brought  this 
matter  forward  without  fome  new  ground  to  fupfwrt  me :  that  new 
ground  I  had,  and  I  have  laid  it  before  this  Houfe  ;  it  is  in  the  dif. 
ciofure  made  by  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. That  Report  ftates,  that  the  office  of  Secretary  lof  the 
War  Department  exifted  fincc  the  nth  of  July,  1794.  I  fay 
this  juftifies  me  in  the  ftatement  I  made.  I  know  I  have  no  right 
to  reply ;  but  I  am  contented  to  let  my  arguments,  poor  as  they 
are,  go  out  to  the  Public,  and  oppofcd  ^  to  the  arguments  of  the 
^^hancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  his  right  honourable  friend.   The 
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ri^  honourabk  gentleman  fays,. that  I  faid  I  thou^t  mj  friends 
would  be  afraid  of  being  laughed  at  if  they  returned  to  this  Houfe. 
I  laid  no  fuch  thing ;  and,  now  that  I  am  upon  this  fubjed,  I 
think  it  right  that  I  (bould  declare,  that  I  have  a^ied  in  concert 
with  no  one  upon  this  fubjcfl ;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  others  to 
take  to  myfelf  cxclufively  whatever  of  difgrace  or  abfurdity  may 
attach  to  the  prefent  motion.  I  believe  my  friends>  to  whom  the 
right  honournble  gentleman  alludes,  have  ceafed  to.  give  that  con- 
ftant  attendance  to  whjch  they  werjc  ?iccuftomed,  from  the  defpair  oC 
being  able  to  render  any  fcrvicc  to  their  Countey  in-  this  Hoqfe — I 
ihould  not  think  that  what  has  pai[l[cd  this  evening  wouJld^aSbrdany 
great  inducement  to  them  to  return ;  buf  wheth|sr  tbqr  will  return 
or  not — when,  where,  or  on  what  occafioo,  I.  beg  to  the  diftin6lly 
underftood  as  not  pretending  to  have  any  information  of,  or  to 
offer  any  opinion  whatever  upon.  I  certainly  have  no  authority 
fo  to  do. 

]^ord  HAWESBURY  rofe,  he  faid,  in  confequence  of  what 
had.  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman,  Mr.  Tierney,  refpe£iing 
the  melancholy  affair  of  Tranent,  and  with  a  view  to  caution  the 
Houfe  againft  the  grofs  calumnies  and  malevolent  mifreprcfentations 
which  had  been  induftrioufly  circulated  with  regard  to  thatbuiinefs. 
Should  an  inquiry  be  ever  made  into  it  by  the  Houfe,  he  pledged 
himfelf  to  prove  to  their  fulleA  fatisfadion,  that  the  troops  cm- 
ployed  on  that  unfortunate  occafion,  fo  far  from  deferving  to  be 
branded  with  any  epithets  of  reproach,  would,  on  the  contrary,  he 
truded,  have  the  fatisfaAion  of  hearing  that  their  condu<S  had  re- 
ceived its  unanimous  approbation  ;  and^  indeed,  their  behaviour  was 
fo  far  from  beio^  marked  with  wantonnefs  and  cruelty,  that  he  had 
in  poflTeflion  abundant  evidence  to  (hew  that  they  evinced  the 
greated  patience  and  forbearance,  and  that  it  wa^  in  every  re* 
fffoH  very  little  calculated  to  draw  on  them  the  abufe  and  con- 
demnation which*  from  certain  quarters,  they  had  fo  liberally 
feceivcd. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  begged  that  he  might  not  be  underftood  to 
have  delivered  any  opinion  on  the  conduct  of  the  mUitary,  or  to  have 
pronounced  that,  on  the  occafion  alluded  to,  it  was  }ult  or  other- 
wife.  He  had  only  obfcrved  generally,  that  the  laws  which  were 
favourable  to  the  views  of  Government  were  executed  with  alacrity 
and  vigour,  and  even  backed,  if  neceflary,  by  military  execution ; 
while  thofe  that  proteded  the  liberties  of  the  people,  feemed  to  be 
enforced  with  rcl usance,  or  entirely  overlooked.  With  refped  to 
the  challenge  of  the  noble  Lord  to  go  into  an  inquiry,  of  the  affair 

^rsm  nfy  he  mud  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  after  what  have  paffcd 
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ifris  evenlngy  he  furd  no  great  ^ncouragetneitt  ag^n  to  frmiUe  the 
Houfe.  If»  however,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Sddthnd,  inftead  of 
fupprefling  evidence  under  the  pretence  that  the  'Wttnefles  were 
bribed,  would  allow  the  truth  to  come  to  light,  he  (hould  have  no 
obje6tion  to  meet  the  noble  Lord's  dtfcuilion  whenever  he  chofe. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  he  always  felt  anxious  that  the  Houfe 
fliould  know  the  grounds  upon  which  he  gave  his  vote  on  this,  as 
well  as  on  every  other  occafion.  He  rofc,  however,  at  prcfent,  merely 
to  juftify  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  of  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member,  and  on  which  the  honourable 
gendeman  (Mr.  Ticmcy)  had  built  the  principal  arguments  of  his 
^ech.  Thcfe  arguments  were  principally  taken  from  the  Appen- 
dix to  diis  Report ;  and  for  his  own  part,  he  could  fay  Aat  he  faw 
nodiing  in  it  that  warranted  the  inference  that  was  drawn  from  it 
by  the  honourable  gentleman — by  the  Members  of  that  Committee 
the  appointments  under  difcuflion  were  viewed  only  in  the  general 
light  of  State  Offices,  nor  was  there  ever  hinted  any  diing  refpctS* 
inga  legal  view  of  the  refpeAivp  (ituations  in  which  the  Secretaries 
of  State  were  placed.  Nothing  could,  therefore,  be  deduced  from 
the  Report  of  die  Committee  to  difentangfe  the  litigated  point,  or  to 
prove  that  the  (itoation  now  held  by  Mr.  Dundas  was  a  new  oflSce, 
or  that  that  right  honourable  gentleman  was  the  third  Secretary  of 
State.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  prefent  motion 
complained  that  he  was  difcouraged  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
from  not  receiving  the  countenance  of  what  he  called  independent 
Members.  For  his  part,  he  had  long  (ince  made  up  his  mind  re- 
fpedling  the  tendency  of  the  financial  reports ;  nor  was  he  induced 
to  alter  it  by  any  thing  that  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
man. He  had  faid  thus  much  to  fhew  that  there  was  no  contnu 
didion  in  the  vote  he  was  about  to^ive  againft  the  prefent  motion, 
as  he  would  give  it  on  the  principle  which  diredled  his  condu£^  in 
the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Mr.  H.  ADDINGTGN  rofe  to  give  additional  information  in 
corroboration  of  what  was  advanced  by  Lord  Hawkefbury  refprft- 
ing  the  affair  at  Tranent.  He  was  in  Scotland  after  that  unfortu- 
nate bulinefs  had  taken  place  ;  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Magif« 
trates  who  had  z&ed  on  it,  and  had  heard  from  them  that  nothing 
could  be  more  temperate  and  forbearing  than  the  conduct  of  the 
officer  who  commanded  the  troops  ;  he  could  not  therefore  but  re- 
probate the  mifchievous  mifreprefentations  and  grofs  calumnies  that 
were  heaped  upoa  their  condudt  in  fomeof  the  newfpapcrs,  and  he 
truflcd  it  would  be  fully  inveftigatcd,  when  it  would  appear  that  thcif^ 
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bdhaviour  had  been  foch  as  would  entitle  tfaem  to  the  approbatioD 
of  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  gratitude  of  their  oountty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  GEARY  iaid,  that  it  was  evident  from  the 
Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  that  there  exifted  three  diftind  ap- 
pointments to  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  thefe  ap- 
pointments were  acknowledged  under  the  abfolute  fignature  of  the 
perfons  who  held  them.  At  Ae  head  of  the  office  of  the  War  De-^ 
partment  appeared  Mr.  Dundas  ;  and  if  he  appeared  in  this  new 
department,  he  muft  naturally  be  looked  on  as  the  new  Secretary  of 
State  ;  but  he  did  prefide  in  this  new  office,  and  confequently,  in 
point  of  fad  and  in  common  fenfe,  he  muft  be  regarded  as  the  new 
Secretary  of  State.  As  to  the  tranfa£tion  being  denominated  a  job, 
that  was  a  queftion  not  now  before  the  Houfe^  though  he  would  Mt 
hefitate  to  ftyle  it  fuch,  if  the  place  was  proved  to  be  unneceflary. 
This  was  the  light  in  which  he  viewed  the  bufinefs,  and  his  conici- 
ence  direded  him  to  vote  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  explained  again,  and  repeated,  that  the  laws 
that  favoured  Government  were  enforced  by  military  execution. 
He  had  fai(^  nothing  to  criminate  any  officer  (;oncemed  in  the  af&ir 
of  Tranent,  having  no  evidence  to  fupport  fuch  a  charge  ;  but  he 
had  reafon  to  believe  that  the  foldiers  had  fome  of  them  been  guilty 
of  the  moft  wanton  cruelty. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNG  thought  a  parallel  cafe  to  that  now 
uAdef*  difcuffion  had  taken  place  with  r^rd  to  a  noble  friend  of  his 
who  had  paflcd  from  the  Home  to  the  Foreign  Department.  When 
that  noble  Lord  was  removed  from  one  office  of  Secretary  of  State 
to  another,  there  was  certainly  no  idea  that  this  change  could  be  re- 
garded as  a  creation  of  a  new  office.  In  like  manner  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  had  removed  from  one  office 
to  another,  but  this  he  denied  to  be  a  creatioti  of  a  new  office.  On 
this  ground  he  would  oppofe  the  motion. 

The  queftion  was  now  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided  on 
Mr.  Tierney's  motion.     Ayes,  8  ;  Noes^  139. 

Adjourned. 


LiL 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wedntfday^  Nwtmber  %• 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Lords  to  be  fummoned^ 
and  the  L(»rd  Vi^poqnt  Duncan  being  in  bis  place^  the  Lord  Chan* 
CeUor,  in  pd^u^npe  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe  of  Friday  laft,  gave 
h\%  Lordftijp  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  as  follow,  viz. 

"  Lord  Vifcount  DuQcani 

"  I  am  comnr^anded  by  the  Lords  to  give  your  Lordfliip  the 
thanks  of  this  Houfe,  for  your  able  and  gallant  condufi  in  the 
brilliant  and  decifive  victory  obtained  ov^r  the  Dutch  fleet  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  Oflobcr  laft  ;  as  well  as  for  the  zeal,  courage,  and 
perfcvcrancc,  which  you  have  uniformly  manlfcfted  during  the  ar- 
duous period  in  which  you  have  commanded  His  Majefly's  fleet  in 
the  North  Sea. 

"  At  the  fame  time  that  this  vote  pafled  unanimoufly,  their  Lord- 
ihips  were  pleafed  to  order,  that  all  the  Peers  fliould  be  fummoned 
to  attend  the  Houfe  on  die  occafion  :  a  diftindioh  unprecedented, 
but  called  for  by  the  general  admiration  your  conduct  has  infpired, 
and  ftrongly  expreffiveof  that  peculiar  fatisfgAion  which  the  Peers 
mufl  feei  upon  your  Lordihip's  promotion  ,io  a  diftinguiihed  feat  in 
this  Houfe.  / 

''  Splendid  in  aH  its  circumdances  as  the  vi£lory  obtained  by 
His  Mafefty's  6cet  under  your  command  has  been,  important  as  it 
muft  prove  in  fts  confcquenccs  to  the  fecurity  of  all  His  Majefty's  do- 
minions, and,  under  the  divine  bleffing,  to  the  favourable  ilTue  of 
the  arduous  <x>nteft  in  whiA  they  are  engaged  ;  the  magnitude  and 
liiftw  of  thefe  confiderations  have  not  fo  occupied  the  obfervation  of 
the  Lords  as  to  make  them  unmindful  of  the  cooftant  vigilance  with 
which  your  Lordihip  had,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  your  command  for 
three  fucceffive  (eafons,  watched  and  fruftrated  every  defign  of  the 
enemy  ;  nor  the  manly  furtitude  with  which  you  had  fuAained  the 
temporary  dcft^on  of  the  greater  part  of  your  force  ;  npr,  above 
all,  that  undaunted  rcfolution  with  which,  at  fo  momentous  a  crifis, 
you  proceeded  to  check  and  to  control  the  prefumptuous  hopes  of 
the  enemy. 

**  Thcie  are  merits  in  wtiich  fortune  can  claim  no  (hare ;  they 
fpring  from  that  energy  of  mind  and  that  ardent  love  of  your 
coumry  which  has  dire^ed  your  own  coi  du5^,  and  animated  th« 
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officers  and  men  under  your  command^  to  tbofe  exertions  which 
are  entitled  to  every  tei^imony  of  ptiblic  gratitude  and  applaufe." 

Then  the  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  replied  as  follows  : 

"  My  Lords, 

"  Not  accuftomed  to  fpcak  in  public,  though  my  feelings  arc 
great,  my  words  muft  be  few. 

"  J)eeply  im^'eifed  as  I  am  with  the  high  honour  this  right  ho- 
nourable Houfe  has  been  pleafed  to  confer  on  me,  I  (hall  only  fay, 
that  I  acknowledge  it  with  the  moft  profound  refpcd,  and  feel  much 
gratified  by  it. 

"  To  you,  my  Lord,  my  beft  thanks  are  due  for  the  voy  nat- 
tering and  polite  manner  you  have  been  pleafed  to  convey  to  me  the 
refolutions  of  this  Houfe. " 

His  Royal  Highnefs  the  DUKE  OF  CLARENCE  then  moved, 
That  the  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  addrefs  Lord  Vifcount 
Duncan,  on  communicating  to  him  the  thanks  of  that  Houfe,  to- 
gether with  his  Lord(hip*s  reply,  be  entered  upon  the  journals, 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  confidcration  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  negotiation  at  Lifle  being  read. 

Lord  GRENV|LLE.  I  am  pcrfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  the 
confidcration  of  the  papers,  ^/vhich  by  His  Majefty's  dired^ions  have 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  can  infpirc  but  one  fentiment  in  every 
brcaft.  I  am  pcrfuaded  that  every  naan  muft  feel  that  the  honour 
and  the  fafety  of  the  country  admit  but  of  one  line  of  condu<fl.  We 
are  not  called  upon  now  to  bear  our  tcftimony  to  any  merits,  how- 
ever high,  nor  to  bcftow  rcfpefl  and  attention  where  refpeci  and  at- 
tention arc  ncioft  due.  We  arc  called  upon  to  difcharge  a  duty  of  a 
more  extenfivc  kind,  and  of  more  general  importance.  Wc  are 
called  upon  to  perform  a  moft  folemn  a<St  of  deliberation,  and  to 
follow  it  up  with  a  pledge  of  moft  facred  obligation.  I  hope  that 
before  any  noble  Lord  gives  his  aflcnt  to  this  pledge,  he  will  weigh 
maturely  the  confequences  to  which  it  leads,  and  the  ties  which  it 
impofes.  I  truft  that  no  man  in  this  Houfe  will  confider  it  as  a  light 
and  trivial  a6t  which  he  performs  ;  I  truft  that  no  man  will  incur 
the  ot;>ligation  who  does  not  intend  to  difcharge  it  with  fidelity  and 
to  maintain  it  at  every  rifk.  I  am  convinced  that  fuch  is  the  light 
in  which  the  meafure  I  am  about  to  propofc  will  be  viewed  by  every 
man  within  thefc  walls,  and  that  the  impreiTion  which  the  perufal 
of  thefq  papers  has  left  in  my  mind  are  indelibly  fixed  in  every 
heart.     If  there  are  any  noble  Lords  who  have  abfcnted  themfclves 
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upon  this  occafioiii  I  am  convinced  that  they  canndt  have  femaincd 
fingular  in  the  opinion  they  have  formed  upon  the  tranfadions  to 
which  thefe  documents  allude,  and  that  if  they  have  withdrawn 
themfelves,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  unwilling  to  acknowledge  ^:hat  they 
no  longer  have  the  confidence  to  deny. 

Such  being  my  convi^ion  of  the  temper  and  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe,  it  will  not  be  neceflfary  for  me  to  detain  your  Lordfliips  long 
with  any  remarks  upon  the  papers  on  your  table,  or  with  much  ar-» 
gument  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  the  addrefs  ivhich  I  fhall  pro- 
pofe.  It  will  not  be  neceflary  for  me  to  follow  the  documents 
through  all  their  details,  to  point  out  the  inferences  which  they  na- 
rurally  prefent.  In  truth,  every  one  of  your  Lordfliips  muft  feci 
that  there  is  fomething  in  the  general  afpecft  more  convincing  than  , 
even  the  certain  conclufion  of  the  whole  details.  It  is  not  from 
the  particular  charadler  of  every  individual  a£t,  from  the  uniform 
impreflfion  which  every  fingle  document  leaves  behind  it,  that  wc 
are  to  derive  that  general  convidtion  on  which  our  opinion  is  to  reft, 
and  by  which  our  eondud  isto  be  diredled.  The  general  com- 
plexion of  the  enemy's  conduct,  the  undifguifed  views  which  they 
entertain,  fpeak  more  ftrongly  than  any  collciSlion  of  infulated  fadts. 
Upon  that  furvcy  I  ftiould  be  contented  to  reft  tlic  juftification  of 
paft  meafures  and  the  propriety  of  our  future  fyfteni,  although  the 
minute  details  were  lefs  convincing  and  Icfs  fatisfadtory  than  they 
will  be  found. 

In  calling  your  attention,  therefore,  to  the  papers  before  your 
Lord(hips,  I  (hall  not  trouble  you  with  minute  detail.  I  (hall  not 
dwell  upon  the  condudl  of  the  enemy,  even  in  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  late  negotiation.  Although  by  the  preliminaries  of 
peace  folemnly  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the  Emperor,  both 
parties  obliged  themfclvcs  to  invite  ihcir  refpedtive  allies  to  meet  in 
a  general  congrefs  to  fettle  a  preliminary  peace,  this  agreement  was 
o^iily  violated.  In  the  paffport  which  was  fcnt  over  for  the  per- 
fon  whom  His  Msyefty  was  to  fend  to  treat,  the  form  was  a  direft 
and  intentional  departure  from  pofirive  agreement,  from  all  decency 
and  edablifhed  cu^om.  It  exprefsly  guarded  againit  the  idea  of  a 
preliminary  peace,  and  without  any  purpofe  but  that  of  a  perfidious 
determination  to  throw  every  obftacle  in  the  way  of  peace,  limited 
the  objed  of  the  negotiation  to  a  defcnfive  peace.  I  (hall  pafs  over 
with  equal  contempt  the  bafe  and  unwortliy  inHnuation  which,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  correfpondencc  of  the  French  Government  was 
thrown  out  againft  the  cnaradter  of  the  pcrfon  whom  His  Majefty 
had  chofen  to  condudt  the  negotiation.  That  noble  Lord  has  (hown 
that  if  anv  proof  were  wanting,  if  any  pledge  w^  required  of  his 
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talents  arnd  his  fitnefs  fot  mana^ng  the  great  concerns  wUeh  were 
confided  to  his  care,  no  than  could  be  found  who  could  bettter  fup- 
port  the  dignity  of  his  own  chara<5ter  and  prote6t  the  interefts  of  bis 
country.  His  conduct  in  the  whole  of  the  arduous  and  unprece- 
dented ta(k  which  devolved  upon  him ;  bis  whde  life,  fpcnt  with 
honour  in  a  public  (ituation,  evince  at  once  the  merit  of  the  choice, 
and  the  malignant  motives  of  the  accu(ation.  But  even  from  this 
pitiful  infinuation  may  be  gathered  the  temper  which  the  eneii^ 
brought  into  the  negotiation,  and  the  cataftrophe  which  the^  were 
deflrous  to  produce.  Eager  to  rake  up  every  article  of  former  dif- 
ference, every  point  of  former  comcft,  they  gave  proof  at  once  of 
the  new  dlfflcultles  which  they  would  raife,  and  the  new  gmunds 
of  animofity  which  they  would  excite. 

I  come  now,  however,  to  more  important  topics,  to  the  negoti- 
ation itfelf.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  unexampled  liberality  of  the 
conduct  of  His  Majcfty  in  direfting  almoft  in  the  6rft  interview 
between  the  Plenipotentiaries,  a  full  and  detailed  plan  to  b'j  given 
in  of  the  terms  upon  which  he  was  willing  to  conclude  peace.  The 
paper  is  up^  n  your  table,  read  and  determine  for  yourfelves  on  m 
nature  and  its  charafler.  Exa^mine  and  compare  it  with  the  reprc- 
fentation  given  of  it  by  the  enemy  in  a  paper  from  high  authority.^ 
and  publlihed  in  an  official  paper  *. 

•  From  thk  Redacteur. 

Letter  from  Lord  Malmesbury  to   Lord  *  *  *,  forgot  at  LifJcy  tranflatfd 

from  the  En^l'tjh. 

•  I  am  about  to  leave  France,  my  Lord,  and  before  I  can  account 
to  the  King,  my  mailer,  and  to  the  minlftcr  of  my  King,  of  the  honour- 
able million  which  I  have  juit  difchargcd  at  Liflc,  I  frti  myfelf  impelled 
to  depofit  in  confidence  with  you  a  number  of  details  which  could  not 
form  part  of  an  official  account.  It  is  neceffary  that,  before  mj  arri- 
val, you  ftjould  prepare  in  my  favour  the  opinion  of  the  public,  which 
prejudice  might  miflead.  For  this  purpoic  I  muft  lofe  no  time  in  tcl- 
ling  you  what  I  have  done,  what  I  rtieaut  to  do,  and  what  1  conceive 
ftill  remains  to  be  done.  After  fo  great  an  event  in  my  political  Kfe^  I 
mufl  alfo  unvt-il  to  you  dill  farther,  that  foul  of  your  friend  whom  yoa 
have  known  fo  Ipng,  but  who,  I  will  venture  tv)  fay,  muft  gain  in  pro- 
portion as  he  is  known.  I  have  no  occafiqn,  as  a  prelimmarj  point, 
to  afk  your  forgivenefs  for  fome  refiedtions  flattering  to  myfelf,  which 
ccceffarily  will  fall  from  me  in  the  courfe  of  this  recitaL  Yet  how  ^aa 
f]  fpeak  of  my  negotiation  at  Liflc  without  talking  of  my  own  glory  I 
this  in  the  eye  of  envv  might  be  deemed  pride  ;  but  it  ia  only  a  candid 
avowal  in  the  eftlmation  of  friendfhip.  It  w  very  true  that  the  refolt  of 
the  negotiation  is  not  very  well  calculated  to  imprefs  this  coqcludoo  on 
the  minds  of  the  vulgar ;  but  you  who  know  that  Tureimc  acqaired 
.  greater  glory  by  \^  retreats  ihan  bj  \}\%  vidories,  and  the  te  opvriiitig 
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Fabiof  by  what  be  did  not  do»  thsn  fo  XBkuf  SlullrioM  gencrah  by  what 
tbey  have  done,  will  not  judge  of  me  like  the  vulg^. 

Here,  pcrhapc,  it  ia  proper  to  revert  to  my  firft  journey  to  Paris,  for 
With  this  the  whole  is  connef^ed  ;  it  iormn  one  great  fcheme.  At  thia 
period  no  great  pains  were  employed  to  prove  to  the  £ngli(h  nation,  that 
a  ferious  defirc  of  peace  was  entettained.  Upon  the  laft  occafion^s  little 
more  fincerity  was  difpkyed  without  a  greater  portion  being  felt-rYou 
know  all  this  as  well  as  me. 

At  both  the  periods  to  which  I  have  alluded  it  was  important,  how** 
ever,  to  the  Eoj^Ufh  Government,  that  its  pacific  intentions  (hould  ia 
Englattd  be  confidered  as  real.— ^The  people,  who  cannot  help  feeing 
that  it  is  in  fome  mcafure  for  their  caufe  that  the  French  fight ;  the 
merchants,  who  are  inclined  to  be  much  more  affedted  by  the  interefts  of 
their  commerce  than  thofe  of  the  French  Nobles  and  their  noble  preteii- 
der  s  all  thofe  ardent  friends  of  liberty,  the  number  of  which,  according 
to  Burke,  who  was  extremely  converfant  in  this  fubje^,  amounted  to 
So,ooo  in  the  city  of  London  alone*;  all  the  enemies  of  arbitrary  pow- 
er, both  thofe  who  wifh  for  another  Conftitution,  and  thofe  who  are  (a- 
tisfied  with  the  prefent,  but  who  wifh  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  be  fatisfied 
with  it  likewife,  and  who  would  be  very  glad  that  the  Hahuu  Corpus 
A6l  formed  an  effential  paxt  of  it ;  thofe  friihmen  incorrigiblie  in  their 
love  for  independence ;  the  Scots  always  gloomy ;  in  a  word  all  that  in- 
numerable multitude  which  can  never  comprehend  why  the  Bntifh  Go- 
vernment has  interfered  with  the  difputes  of  France,  and  by  what  right 
it  ftiH  coDtinues  to  interfere  ia  them  at  the  expence  of  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  England;  fo  many  complaints,  fo  many  difcontents;  above 
tU,  the  neceflity  of  procurinj^  money  to  fupport  the  war  they  wifhed  to 
px>long ;  all  thefe  confiderations  were  of  fufficicnt  weight  to  induce  Mi- 
ni fiers  to  make  peace,  or  rather  to  make  fome  attempts  to  conclude  a 
peace  which  they  did  not  wifh  to  obtain. 

Thus  to  have  the  appearance  of  deiiring  peace  without  wifhing  to  ob« 
^in  it,  of  detefling  war  while  he  defired  it  iincerely,  fuch'Was  die  pro- 
Uem  which  it  was  ueceffary  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  folve  before  the  tYt%  of  the 
people  of  England.     I  was  pitched  upon  to  facilitate  the  folution. 

All  the  world  agreed  that  the  choice  was  happy ;  my  long  diplomatic 
Ubours  in  Pruffia  and  in  Holland ;  the  gravity  of  my  carnage  which  ne- 
ve- betrayed  what  pafTed  in  my  mind;  my  invincible  habit  of  concealing 
wlat  I  thought,  and  of  thinking  only  as  I  was  taught,  feemed  to  pro- 
mfe  the  fuccefs  which  was  expeSed :  I  arrived  at  Pans  with  a  fplendid 
trao,  there  I  found  men's  minds  in  an  excellent  difpofition.  The  Jour- 
nalfti  feemed  to  be  perfed.  I  only  found  that  they  were  too  liberal  in 
thiir  panegyrics  upon  me*  I  intimated  to  them  with  acinowledgemenit 
<bu  I  preferred  deferving  to  obtaining  their  praifes,  and  entreated  ^heoa 
t>  be  more  moderate  in  future ;  fome  of  them  obeyed  relu6tantly ;  the 
|reater  sumber  could  not  prevail  upon  themfelves  to  comply  with  my 
rquefL 

The  grand  point,  as  you  know,  was  to  pijt  the  negotiation  in  train* 
fr  thofe  who  feriooily  wifhed  for  peace,  mi^ht  entertain  hopes  of  what 
n^ht  be  its  refute.  Thofe  who  did  not  wifh  for  it,  knew  well  what 
nans  would  be  employed  to  prevent  its  acconlplifhment.  In  the  mean 
tile,  however,  it  was  eafy  to  obtain  money  by  virtue  of  the  old  adage 

^  This  ts  a  miilake  of  Locd  M.    This  number  Mr.  Burke  flates  in  the  country 
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of  GoTernmeot^— that,  in  order  to  negotiate  peace  with  advanftagCy  it 

was  ncceflary  to  prepare  for  war. 

Unfortunately  the  negotiation,  the  fecret  of  which  was  cntruftcd  to 
mCi  waa  of  fuch  a  nature  as  would  have  been  terminated  in  24  hours;  for 
I  was  inftrufted  to  make  demands  incompatible  with  the  French  Condi- 
tutiun,  and  I  had  no  real  powers  even  for  that.  Buty  to  open  a  negotia- 
tion and  put  an  end  to  it  the  fame  moment,  was  at  once  a  ridiculous 
thing  and  contrary  to  the  objeA  which  Mr.  Pitt  propofed :— a  ftroke  of 
genius  extricated  me  from  this  dilemma.  I  was  aware  that  the  mafter- 
piece  of  art  was  here  to  open  the  negotiation  witheut  beginning  it  (en-^ 
tamer  fans  la  commetuer)^  and  for  this  purpofe  to  propofe  a  queftion  which 
could  not  be  anfwered,  and  by  this  means  provoke  another  to  which  1 
(hould  not  reply.  What  thinlc  you  1  propofed  in  writing  to  the  French 
negotiator  as  the  principle  of  compenfation  ? — And  in  the  name  of  whom 
I  received  for  anfwer,  **  By  what  powers  do  you  fpeak  of  the  principle 
of  compenfation  V*  I  replied,  **  I  on  my  fide  v^nfti  to  know  what  is  your 
principle,  and  then  I  will  tell  you  what  are  my  powers."'  To  which  it 
was  replied :  *'  Firft  (hew  us  your  power  to  propofe  fuch  a  queftion, 
and  then  we  will  acquaint  you  with  our  principle  to  refolve  it." 

It  is  clear  that,  according  to  fuch  a  mode  of  argumentation^  there 
was  no  reafon  on  earth  for  ever  coming  to  a  conclufion ;  for  there  was 
none  even  for  evec^beginning.  Nothing  could  be  better  than  this !  Nc- 
Terthelefs  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  left  the  impatience,  natural  to  French* 
tnen,  (hould  put  an  end  in  one  day  to  a  game  fo  puerile.  It  was  neccf* 
fary  to  gain  time ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  true  way  was  to  take  time. 
Of  this  expedient  I  availed  myfelf  with  rare  fai^acity.  I  declared  that, 
from  the  nature  of  my  in(lru£^ions,  and  alfo,  \\\  order  to  proceed  with 
greater  difcretion,  I  was  obliged,  on  every  anfwer,  and  on  every  qua- 
tion,  of  the  French  negotiator,  to  fend  a  courier  to  my  court ; — in  ^hc 
interval  every  thing  was  fufpcnded. 

It  was  this  circumftahce  which  gave  rife  to  the  caricature,  to  fay  the 
truth,  rather  too  hu'icrous,  in  which  I  was  reprcfentcd  receiving  a  viiii 
from  M.  Delacroix,  who  politely  a  Iks  me,  "  My  Lord,  how  do  y#a 
do?**  and  to  which  I  anfwer,  flill  prefcrving  the  expreflion.  of  my  ac- 
knowledgements, **  I  am  fenfible  of  the  honour  done  me  by  your  Grace, 
but  be  fo  good  as  wait,  I  entreat  you,  till  1  know  the  intentions  of  ny 
court  on  that  head."  1  fmiled  at  the  epigram ;  it  did  not  difconcert  ny 
plan ;  and  I  even  ought  to  confefs  to  the  honour  of  the  French,  th^  I 
was  very  fufficicntly  revenged.  It.is  inconceivable  how  many  wrlers 
among  a  people  who  pafs  for  being  fo  witty,  undertook  to  prove  ven  fe- 
rioufly  that  nothing  could  be  more  to  the  purpofe  than  all  I  faid,  and 
that  unqueAionably  there  was  nothing  to  be  laughed  at  in  the  wioie 
matter. 

You  know  what  followed.  The  French  negotiator,  tired  of  thee 
delays,  whicli  1  prolonged  with  a  great  deal  of  addrefs,  at  lafl  confeuld 
to  quit  the  pofiiion  he  had  taken  — He  declared  thai  from  a  love  of  peace 
he  was  about  to  anfwer  a  quefti«n  which  was  obflivalely  forced  Mpw 
him  contrary  to  all  principle.  He  faid,  in  fa^,  that  the  French  Go- 
vernment wouhl  willingly  admit  the  principle  of  compenfation,  bu  I 
was  preiFt^d  to  declare  in  my  turn  what  were  the  compenfations  I  hacto 
prcfent. 

I  I  was  T^fF'<5^rr'  beyond  meafurc  I  confefs,  at  the  rapid  turn  whlchiHe 

I  nej*oti?!t  >n  hi  i  then  Ktrcn  conftraintd  to  take.     I  dcvifcd  means,  bw- 

'  evcr^  to    .    •  )Mi  it  (lill;  and  by  the  atuilance  of  my  notes,  which  terc 
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very  infignificanty  and  my  cottriers,  which  were,  very  flow  ifl  returning 
with  their  anfwcrs,  which  truly  were  very  frivolous,  I  protraAcd  the 
definitive  moment.  It  then  became  neceffary  to  anfwer,  that  I  deman* 
ded  by  way  of  compenfation  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  from  whom 
1  had  no  powen,  what  he  would  not  have  ventured  to  afk  for  himfelf, 
the  reftitution  of  what  France  had  taken  from  him,  and  what  the  French 
Conftitution  did  not  permit  to  be  reftored. 

This  anfwer  produced  a  decilton  againft  mc.  I  received  orders  to  de- 
part; but  I  had  feemcd  to  negotiate  for  three  months*  I  entertained 
hopes  of  being  able  to  perfuade  the  people  of  England  in  my  turn,  that 
it  wa<  to  France  alone  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  could  be  imputed* 
At  lail,  however,  not  to  mention  thq  fincere  regret  of  Meot  and  the 
dancers  of  the  opera,  1  had  the  confolation  on  quitting  Paris  to  fee, 
that  fome  Frenchmen  (who  could  believe  it ! )  and  a  multitude  of  new 
converts  to  the  Catholic  Religion,  accompanied  with  their  vows,  their 
prayers,  and  almoft,  with  their  tears,  the  £ngli(h  Negotiator  returning 
to  his  heretical  country. — Ah!  exclaimed  I,  if  it  is  without  reafon,  it 
is  not  without  pretext  that  the  King,  my  mailer,  perfifls  in  always  Ai- 
ling himfelf  King  of  France^  (ince  he  has  fo  many  fubjedks  in  the  French 
Republic. 

All  the  world  knows  what  happened  at  London,  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Pitt  to  perfuade  the  country  that  all  the  fault  was  on  the  fide  of  the 
French;  the  fublime  replies  of  Fox,  the  energetic  and  hunK)rou8  replies 
of  Sheridan^  the  elocixent  replies  of  £r(kii>e>  and  the  humorous  replies 
of  Grey,  and  the  artifices  employed  to  reprefent  as  an  excelli-nt  bargain 
a  loan  which  was  fo  dear,  and  toehold  out  as  fufficient  a  loan  which  was 
inadequate  for  one  half  of  the  piiblic  neceffities ;  and  the  (lill  increafing 
public  difcontent,  and  the  clamours  on  account  of  the  wretched  ilate  of 
the  national  reprefent  ation ;  the  fermentation  of  the  Catholics;  the  ex- 
pedition againft  Ireland,  which  was  happily  difconcerted  only  by  the 
unfavourable  weather,  did  not  fail,  however,  to  fpread  lefs  difmay  all 
over  Great  Britain.  From  all  thefe  cai^fes  combined,  it  was  quickly 
perceived  that  it  would  be  neceffary  anew  to  hold  out  hopes  of  peace, 
however  firmly  determined  it  might  be  to  continue  the  war. 

In  this  view  the  negotiations  again  became  the  topic  of  difcuflion,  and 
it  was  decided  that  I  again  fhould  be  the  perfon  who  fliould  dtfchargc 
the  fiin^ions,  or  rather ^/i0^  xhc part  of  negotiator.  I  fay  thenar/ — in 
reality  it  was  fuch,  and  a  difficult  one  too.  You  will  fee  that  I  am  a 
good  a6lor. 

I  at  once  faw,  that  in  order  to  induce  a  belief  in  the  fincerity  with 
which  peace  was  purfued,  a  far  more  important  matter  than  to  conclude 
it,  nothing  could  be  better  imagined  than  to  pitch  upon  me  a  fecond 
time.  How,  indeed,  could  men  bring  themfelves  to  tlitnk  that  Minif* 
ters  could  wifh  to  fend  me  to  France  again,  to  be  again  driven  out  of  it, 
and  that  I  would  accept  this  miflion  with  the  certainty  of  terminating 
it  in  this  manner?  this  was  quite. incredible;  and  it  was  this  very  circum- 
flance  which  pointed  me  out  as  the  ohjeft  of  choice. 

I  likewife  knew  what  had  caufed  the  failure  of  my  fird  negotiation, 
that  is  to  fay,  what  had  prevented  me  from  prolonging  it  to  an  innnitc 
duration.  The  moment  was  come  when  my  powers  were  called  for — 
I  had. none.  I  flipulated  for  our  allies — I  was  not  authorized  by  them 
to  do  fo.  In  a  word,  the  fyftem  I  had  adopted  was  fulfe;  it  was  r.ct  in 
my  power  to  perfcvere  in  it  longer. 
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tljpon  tlie  prdlciit  attempt  there  was  no  occafion  to  introdoce  tLe  io- 
tewfttt  of  AUiesy  who  in  the  intenral  had  taken  upon  tbenifelv«t  the 
of  managing  their  own  aifain.     The  only  point  was  to  have  ftiO 
to  ad.  for  ourfeWesy  and  I  was  the  be<irer  of  them. 

Your  Lordfhip,  perhaps,  is  not  fufficiently  aware  what,  in  diploeutic 
language  is  the  preciiie  meaning  of  full  pttwers.  There  is  in  it  fome* 
thing  of  metaphyfics  or  rather  of  theology,  which  it  will  be  proper  to 
expbia.  You  will  fee  how  very  convenient  this  term  is,  and  the  advan- 
tafi^e  which  a  man  of  addrefs  may  derive  from  it. 

I  ou  will  recoIle6b  thofe  ingenious  and  eloquent  letters  of  I^Aral,  in 
which  he  lafhes  with  irrefiftible  ridicule  fo  many  idle  fubtekies  and  theo- 
logical puerilities.  You  w31  recoiled  the  p4tver  which  has  no  po^ver^ 
thtttjuficmg  grace  which  does  ^ot fyffice,  and  all  thofe  contradiSliona  of 
the  fchools  which  are  expofed  with  fuch  exquiiite  humour.  Why !  aS 
this  nonfenfe  yoa  find  here  ahnoft  literally.     You  (hall  fee. 

T^e  place  of  the  fecond  negotiation  being  fixed  at  Lifle,  I  repaired 
thither  yritYkftiU  ponvtrs^  that  is  to  fay,  with  an  oftenfible  paper,  which 
fuly  authorifed  me  to  treaty  conclude^  tmdjign*  I  had  nothing  cHe  to 
do  but  treat  for  England,  and  the  powers  were  delivered  to  me  by  the 
King.  Every  thing  then  was  perfedly  regular.  But  along  with  thefe 
powert  I  received  inHru^^ions  which  ftrangely  reduced  ihtW j>lemiMde. 
Thus  I  had  powers  without  iht  faculty  of  exercifing  t^em.  Oftenfibly 
I  could  do  every  thing.  In  reality  I  could  do  almofb  nothing.  Here, 
my  Lord,  you  will  find  a  great  deal  of  nonfenfe,  but  it  \a  neceflary  that 
you  fhould  accuftom  yourlelf  to  it. 

Placed  between  thefe  two  contradiftory  authorities,  I  was  obliged  to 
prefcrvc  a  good  attitude.  This  was  by  no  means  erfy.  To  be  brief, 
the  fecret  part  of  my  inftru6lion,  -the  only  one  really  effential,  was  to 
procradinate  the  bufmefs  more  than  ever;  to  negotiate  ^ilwsys,  and 
bring  nothing  to  a  concluiion  ;  and  my  powers  combined  with  my  in- 
ftruAions  furnifhed  me  with  powerful  refources  for  this  purpofe.  What 
a  multitude  of  other  confiderations  likewife  prompted  me  to  purfue  this 
courfe! 

I  faw  France  a  prey  to  intcftine  diflenfions ;  a  Directory  greatly  di- 
vided, and  in  which  I  had  valuable  correfpondents ;  a  Legiflative  Body, 
of  which  a  great  number  of  deputies  were  members,  than  whom  I  myfelf 
could  not  have  chofen  men  more  to  our  purpofe  ;  public  opinion  greatly 
agitated,  and  become  almoft  quite  counter-revolutionary ;  the  newf- 
papers  excellent;  the  prefs  quite  devoted  to  us;  the  priefts,  the  emi- 
grants, greatly  in  our  favour ;  judges  very  complaifant ;  adminiftrators 
very  royalitt ;  the  patriots  greatly  perfccuted :  in  a  word,  a  Republic 
where  a  man  was  no  longer  in  fafety,  who  dared  to  call  himfelf  a  Re- 
publican. 

All  this  was  very  advantageous,  and  you  may  well  believe,  that  had  I 
poffefled  powers  ever  fo  extenfive,  I  (hould  have  taken  good  care  not  to 
employ  them  in  concluding  any  peace  whatever.  However  hardened  I 
might  be  again  ft  ridicule,  I  was  extremely  folicttous  not  to  incur  that 
which  in  England  would  never  have  been  pardoned — concluding  peace 
with  a  power  which  feemed  not  to  have  a  month  to  live. 

Obfcrve,  my  Lord,  whether  I  conducted  myfelf  properly  to  effeA  my 
objed,  and  judge  whether  any  man  ever  attained  greater  excellence  in 
the  fublime  art  of  doing  nothing. 

After  the  tirft  cuttomary  delays — after  going  backwards  and  forwards 
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a  long  dmc  upon  the  Con/iJering;  in  a  word,  ov?r  every  thmg  I  refolved 
to  pwent  ^prtjrt.  This /ro/^  was  a  rare  compolition,  a^  you  may  judge, 
for  I  will  not  only  repeat  it  to  yoa,  but  even  paint  it. 

This  projet  of  a  treaty  began  with  the  glorious  title  of  the  moft  ferenc 
and  moft  puiflant  Prince  George  III.  by  the  grace  of  Cod  (as  every  hodj 
knows )y  King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  &c.  nay,  and 
bcfides,  ArchfTreafurer  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire  ! — It  recited  then 
and  ratified,  as  far  ay  neccfTary,  the  ten  treaties  of  peace,  from  that  of 
Nimcguen,  in  1678,  to  that  of  Verfailles,  in  1785. — And  in  a  word, 
after  having  laid  down  in  principle  xhtjtatus  quo  ante  hUum  to  fervc  as  thcf 
bafisof  the  new  treaty,  it  was  ftated»  I  copy  i\\t  projet  literally, 
**  I  mo.  The  two  parties  agree  to  except  from  the  principle  of  reci- 
procal reftitutions      .      .      .       .       .       .       .       •       •       •       •       • 

which  fliall  remain  to  His  Britannic  Majefty  lb 
full  property. 

"  ido.  His  Britannic  Majefty  binds  himfelf  to  conclude  a  definitire 
**  treaty  of  peace  with  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  the  footing  of  the  Status 
quo  ante  helium^  with  the  exception  of         .         .         •         .  • 

which  ftiall  remain  in  full  propcry 

to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  of .        . 

which  (hall  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty  in  exchange  for         •        •   ,      • 


M 
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YoM  will  perceive,  my  Lord,  in  thcfe  lucky  blanks,  the  fpacei  of  • 
which  indicated  no  trifling  filling-up  matter,  and  on  which  I  entreat  you 
for  i  moment  to  fix  your  attention,  a  fertile  and  almoft  inexhauftible 
fource  of  delay.  For  in  a  word,  two  modes  prefentcd  themfelvcs  to  the 
French  Ncgociators:  Firft,  to  demand  that  thefc  blanks  Ihould  be 
filled.  The  fecond,  to  oppofe  to  it  a  Contre-projet,  all  confiftincr  of* 
blanks  too,  and  which  might  have  been  reduced  to  this  fmgle  article : 
**  TheContra6king  Parties  agree  to  admit  as  the  bafi^  of  a  definitive 
Treaty,  thc^fiatus  quo  ante  bellum^  with  the  exception  of 

.  which  fhall  be  ceded  \^  fulf 

•'  property  to  the  French  Republic*' 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  my  Lord,  that  this  laft  mode  would  have 
been  very  pleafant,  and  that  a  negotiation  of  gaps  againft  gaps,  and 
blank  paper  againft  blank  paper,  would   have  prefented  a  very  novel 
particularity  in  diplomatic  hiftory.     It  is  true  that  the  reply  would  have' 
been  more  lively  than  the  attack^  and  that  the  laughbrs  would  naturally 
have  been  found  on  the  fide  of  the  French.     But  if  the  French  had  the 
laughers  in  their  favour,  we  (hould  have  had  time  for  us ;  and  once  more 
I  repeat,  it  wks  time  that  we  wanted  here.— Who  can  fay,  indeed,  how 
long  thefe  blanks  might  have  remained  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  and 
as  it  were,  marfhaUed  in  battle  array  ?    How  was  this  kind  of  difpute 
to  be  terminated  ?    It  is  capable  of^  proof  that  one  argunient  is  better 
than  another  argument  which  is  oppofed  to  it ;  but  how  are  you  to. 
prove  that  one  blank  is  better  than  another  blank  ;  that  nothing  is  bet« 
ter  than  nothing !   The  French  negodators  might  have  told  me  •*  Filt 
up  your  blank,"  I  (hould  not  have  failed  to  anfwer — "  Fill  up  your#' 


firft,'*— ^  No;  it  ia  your  bofinefs  to  begin.*!    "  No  ;  it  is  not  my  bu-*; 
fineft.*'    And  who  it  to  decide  in  this  confiiA? 

Thot  the  French,  who  without  having  loft  their  ancient  gai6ty,  have 
kvnt,  heWcYtrv  to  treat  feribiifly  thofe  matters  that  are  the  moft  feriouj 
til  Ike  wwid»-  ma  wha  4p  not  bdteve.that^erery  thing  duj^ht  to  ena 
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^ith  a  fong  or  a  witticifmy  waving  this  kind  of  recriminatory  anfvrert 
adhered  to  the  firft  method,  that  of  demanding  what  were  the  cxccptiont 
of  which  England  claimed  a  referration  ? 

Here,  my  Lord,  admire  what  was  my  anfwer.  The  queftion  ap- 
peared to  me  very  fimple^  and  in  fome  refpe^  favourable  to  us.  Ne- 
verthelefs  I  gave  fome  weight  to  my  comph'ance.  It  waa  not<t  1  told 
them»  an  official  paper  which  I  was  about  to  prefent ;  it  was  a  confidential 
cwnmuntcation*  i  entreated  them  likewife  to  confider  it  as  njerhal,  al- 
though it  was  entirely  written  !  but  I  took  apon  me  the  danger  of  fuch 
a  communication,  in  order  to  give  a  folemn  te(limony-of  my  deiire  to 
accelerate  peace.  In  a  word,  I  refolved  to  anfwer  and  fill  up  my  blanks 
vnth  an  air  of  the  utmoil  moderation  and  even  of  facnfice.  £ngland, 
faid  I  to  the  French  Plenipotentian'es,  will  confent  to  ihcjlattu  quo  amit 
hdluM  with  Spain,  with  the  exception  o/*Trinidada,  which  jhall  remain  in 
full  property  to  his  B,  M.  She  will  confent  alfo  to  the Jlatut  ano  ante  helium 
wito  the  Batavian  Rfpublicp  with  the  exception  of  the  City^  Fort^  and  Set^ 
ilemenJt  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  and  the  Poffejfiom  which  heitmged  to 
the  Dutch  before  the  war^  in  the  City  and  Fort  of  Ceylon^  and  the  City 
and  Fort  of  Cochin^  with  its  D^ndenciet^  which  Jhall  belong  to  Aii  B* 
M.  in  exchange  fvr  the  City  of  Negapatnam  and  itt  Dependencies. 

In  this  manner  I  filled  up  my  two  blanks.  But  you  know,  my  Lord, 
that  Trinidada  is  the  only  Spanifli  pofleiEon  which  has  pafled  durin|^  the 
war  into  the  hands  of  the  £ngli(h.  Thus  for  Spain  I  acknowledged  the 
^atui  quo  ante  bettumy  with  the  exception  of  juft  all  (he  had  loit  during 
the  war.  I  make  the  fame  obfervation  refpeding  the  Dutch  pofi*cffions, 
of  which  I  claimed  an  exception.  They  are  alfo  the  only  ones  the 
Dutch  have  loft  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  I  could  not  entirely  dif- 
femble  to  my  own  mind  that  they  had  not  been  taken  in  very  fair  game; 
that  they  had  come  into  our  hands  by  a  little  treachery,  fince  they  were 
obtained  by  the  connivance  of  an  authority  which  no  longer  exifted  in 
Holland ;  it  was  not  rights,  however,  with  which  we  had  to  do,  but 
pretenfions.  I  found  thefe  pofleflions  excellent,  and  well  worth  keep* 
sng ;  and  I  not  only  pretended  that  they  were  ours,  but  I  wi(hed  alfo  by 
a  iug^le  equally  dextrous,  that  this  Itate  of  things  for  the  Dutch  fiiould 
likewife  be  called  thcjlcausquo  ante  helium, 

I  was  charmed,  I  confefs,  at  this  moment,  that  the  French  had  not 
thought  of  prefenting  us  with  a  contre-projet  in  blanks ;  for  perhaps  in 
at  confidential  communication  they  might  have  amufed  themfelves  witn  in- 
troducing, by  way  of  exception,  Bengal,  Newfoundland,  Jamaica  and 
Gibraltar,  as  rightly  belonging  to  them ;  and  perhaps  too  they  might 
have  required  us  to  confider  this  as  the ^atus  quo  ante  ^helium.  But  hap- 
pily the  juft  application  of  thefe  Latin  words  belongs  to  me  alone.  It 
win  for  ever  confer  upon  my  name  the  charadtcr  of  genius,  and  tranf- 
init  to  future  ages  the  diftinguiflied  teftimony  of  the  moderation  of 
England. 

I  frankly  confefs,  my  Lord,  that  my  projeA,  efpecially  followed  by 
the  confidential  communication,  was  calculated  extremely  to  offend  a 
Republic  which  filled  the  univerfe  with  the  fplendour  of  her  vidoriei ; 
and  that  it  was  by  no  means  very  probable  that  flie  wotild  abandon 
Allies,  to  whom  by  formal  treaties  /he  had  guaranteed  the  integrity  of 
their  poffeilions.  But  this  Republic,  fo,flouri(hing  without,  was  nov 
only  a  vain  name  within,  or  feemed  to  live  only  in  the  hearts  of  a  few 
Frenchmen.  The  Dire^ory,  aflailed  by  internal  enemies,  was  unable 
tp  difplay  its  ftreogth  I  and  I|  quite  naitnrallyy  r^ed  pay  tone»  becaufe 
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I  confidcred  the  Government  feeble  and  almoft  orerthrown.  Still, 
however,  I  ought  to  declare  that,  even  at  the  moment  when  it  was  moft 
occupied  in  the  fecuring  its  exigence,  it  yielded  to  none  of  my  de« 
mands : — it  did  not  recede  from  a  fingle  point  of  its  engagements  with 
its  Allies ;  it  only  permitted  them  to  make  that  kind  of  propofals  w^ich 
they  deemed  ufefiil  in  the  circumllances  in' which  they  were  placed. 
The  Bataviausy  fenfible  of  fuch  good  faith,  in  faft  fhewed  themfelvet 
difpofed  to  cede  Cochin,  and  fome  Fadtories  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel; 
they  refiifed  Negapatnam  which  was  offered.  They  conlented  to  wave 
their  claim  to  reftitution  of  the  (hips  and  cargoes  taken  by  treachery  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  (an  objefl  equal  to  two  millions  fter* 
iing),  &c.  6lc. 

In  this  ftage  was  the  negotiation,  when  all  of  a  fudden  the  rumouf 
of  the  event  of  the  i8th  rniAidor  reached  Llfle,  an  event  which  I 
know  not  in  what  terms  to  qualify,  which  it  muft  be  confefTed,  how* 
ever,  Aruck  terror  into  the  heart  of  every  man  who  was  an  enemy  ^  to 
France.  For  my  part  I  was  filled  with  confternation  ;  it  was  an  event 
which  I  had  not  ibreleen,  and  indeed  how  could  any  man  have  fore* 
feen  it  ? 

I  then  plainly  perceived  that  the  negotiation  was  about  to  take  ano* 
ther  turn,  or  rather  that  there  was  no  other  turn  for  it  to  take.     I  felt 
that  I  was  out  of  mj  element.     Two  new  negotiators  arrived,  and  a 
day  was  fixed  for  the  nrft  conference.    There  !  was  aflced  whether  I  waa 
fumifhed  with  ftiftcient, powers  to  confent  to  fuch  reftitutions  as  the  laws ' 
and  the  treaties  which  bihd  the  Republic  might  render  indifpenfable^ 
whether,  in  a  word,  I  was  fumi(hed  with  the  power /ti/^  to  avail  myfelf 
of  my  ^//powers?  I  might  have  faid,  Tes.     By  the  help  of  a  theolo- 
gical explanation  of  the  words^  fuU  bowers^  there  was  nothing  indeed 
which  1  might  not  have  faid ;  and  m  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation  I  . 
wpuld  have  placed  my  individual  oppofition  in  room  of  that  which  my  . 
inftru6lions  enjoined ;  for  I  cannot  torget  that  I  was  not  aiked  whether 
I  confented  to  the  re^itution ;  I  was  fimply  afked  whether  I  had  the 
power  of  con  renting  to  it;  whereby  a  field  was  left  open  to  more  than 
one  propofition ;  but  I  was  carried  away  by  the  force  of  truth,  and  this 
I  dare  fay,  my  Lord,  is  the  only  occafion  on  which  I  have  expofed  mv-' 
felf  tothis  reproach.     Unlefs  I  returned  a  pofitive  anfwer,  I  was  to  (et 
oat  within  twenty-four  hours;  I  therefore  leave  this  to-morrow,  but  I 
was  defirous  th^t  this  letter  (hould  precede  my  arrivaL 

P.  S.  You  mud  be  fenfible,  my  Lord,  that  the  elFential  point  for  ua  ^ 
is  to  perfuade  the  nation  that  nue  only  were  anxious  for  peace.     In  order 
to  imprefs  that  belief,  make  ufe  of  every  thing  contained  in  this  letter, 
afid  do  not  forget  to  remind  Lord  Grenville  that  he  mud  fiimifh  all  the 
arguments  which  he  has  urged  thcfe  five  years  paft,  in  order  to  (hew  that  ' 
the  French  only  were  the  aggreflbrs,  even  at  the  moment  when  we  diT^ 
miifed  their  ambaflador.     The  fame,  drain  of  rea^foning  is  equallv  good 
atprefent,  in  order  to  prove  that  it  is  the  French  who  are  unwillmg  to 
make  peace.     Above  iiU,  let  him  not  be  difpiHted  by  the  replies  of  Lord 
GttiUbrdi  of  the.  Marquis  of  Lanfdowne,  of  the  Duke*  of  Bedford.^ 
But,  after  allf  truth  mu£t  neeefiarily  prevail.       \  >      —  \ 

Neither  mud  you  forget  to  11^4^^^  Lord  Liyarpool  drongly  to  advife  . 
his  fon  to  prepare  a  fpeech.^o  prpve'that  the  commerce  of  England  muft 
gain  exce«irH|rliPby  tJw  icontinuttion  of  the  war.  ' 

Ai^  Caimisgy  I  fasten «0|biBS:  ^o  fay  to  kiia«-»-Let  him  be  pre£fat 

'.    •  mUi  fit.    .   ",i   .,         .     .  - 
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ia  th^  Hoafe,  and  repeat  his  fpeech  oo'  the  immorality  of  die  FrnicK 
RcTolotion. 

-  Another  P.  S.  It  is  with  grief  I  learn  that  th<f  negotiators  ftill  remain 
at  LiJU — that  ia  rather  embaraffing  for  our  portion. 
J-'lfl^t  \  1th  September^   '797» 

1  (hall  not  make  any  remarks  upon  the  indecency  of  the  mode 
which  the  enemy  adopted  to  make  known  to  the  world  nhat  they 
wflhed  to  be  confidercd  as  a  ftatemcnt  of  the  terms  and  conduct  of 
the  negotiation.  It  (bowed,  however,  the  contempt  which  they 
eotertained  for  their  country  and  for  the  negptiation,  and  every  ap- 
pearance of  decorutm  when  they  could  think  it  fufficienc  to  treat 
fuch  a  fubjc(S  with  levity.  Judge  then,  whether  His  Majc(ty  has 
thought  proper  to  fport  thus  with  the  interefls,  with  the  anxiety, 
and  with  the  feelings  of  the  coucury.  Judge  if  he  ha&  thus  at* 
tempted  to  withhold  the  fatisfadion  which  it  was  natural  for  tht 
pijblig  to  expeA  upon  an  event  of  fuch  importance  ;  His  Majefty 
has  laid  before  the  public  the  whole  of  the  documents,  ^d  on  thefe 
hp  de(]rc«  yog  to  jiu^*  Re^d  the  papers  on  tht  table,  and  f:^, 
whocher  die  projit  they  contain  be  a  frtjit  m  bkmkst  or  whether  it 
be  a  foil  and  JFair  ihtemcnt  of  the  terms  to  which  His  Maje(fy  Was 
willing  to  a^ree  as  die  bafis  of  the  negodadon  ?  This  projit^  how- 
<^vci:,  being  delivered,  the  FrerKh  Government  found  k&lf  placed 
ia  a  fituadon  of  confidefable  embarra(Tmenr.  No  anfwer  was  rc- 
turned,  howc>^er,  becaufe  this  would  have  diftppointed  die  fchemes 
wjhich  the  Direflory  then  purfued.  Had  they  been  ferious  tn  their 
w^(bes  iQ  £iLciIit9tc  the  concluiion  of  peace,  would  they  have  brought 
forward  the  topics  which  they  brought  into  difcudinn  ;  Would 
thqr,  without  any  purpofe,  have  ftarted  the  points  of  His  Majefty's 
tide  as  King  of  France-— the  reftonition  of,  or  a  compenfation  for, 
the  (hips  taken  at  Toulon— *or  a  renunciation  of  the  mortgages  of 
this  country  upon  the  Netherlands  ?  Without  dwelling  upon  dieie 
topics,  whicfh  fufficicndy  difplay  the  temper  of  the  enemy,  I  now 
cqnie  to  the  great  point  on  which  the  failure  of  the  negotiation 
tivocd.  Although  a^  the  beginmngof  the  acgouadon  this  deatiand 
had'been  abandoned^  they  again  renewed  the  propofal  which  had 
baen  declared  inadmKIible,  the  complete  renunctadon  of  every  thing 
which  had  fageen  take^  during  the  war  from  them  or  thdr  allies. 
Tihef.  would  not  cotes  I  into  any  difcuffion  of  the /rv/r/  delivered  by 
hoti  Malm^ibury,.  nor  did  they  Wftnt.  to  (ee  whether  did  terms 
|)r9ppfe^  by  this  country  would  admit  of  any  nKxlificadon  by  mutual 
fiicilities  and  mutual  compenfations^  I  will  r\s^  aom  deliver  aijty 
opioioiiJiow  iud  thi^  wai  admiffibl^  or  to  what . eKtent.it  ureuldhava 
been  wUe.    At  this  moment  diellwlb  muft  fee  how  improper  it 
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would  be  to  ei^er  into  that  qoeftion.  The  enemf,  however,  Aid 
not  ftop  far  any  inferi^tion  of  this  kind  ;  they  deivMindtid,  as  a' 
prcltminaiyy  to  renoudctf  all  that  we  had  to  aft,  and  to  declare  all 
that  we  were  ready  to  concede.  In  ftich  a  ftage,  and  upon  fuch  a' 
demand,  it  would  not  merely  have  been  folly  in  any  man  to  have 
acceded  to  the  propofaL  Nay  more,  I  do  nor  hefitate  tp  a(&rt,  that 
ir  would  have  been  direct  treafon  in  any  Minifier  to  have  complied - 
with  a  dcmalid  lb  derogatory  to  the  hondur,  and  fp  fsital  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  country. 

The  motives  by  which  the  majority  of  the  Direftory  wa«  afiu* 
ated  in  the  cuurfe  which  they  purfuedy  it  will  not  be  difficult  to* 
explain.     It  wiU  eaflly  be   recollected   in   what    circumftalnces^ 
amidft  what  violence  the  French  Conftitution  of  1 795,  ovnthrown' 
by  the  revolution  of  the  4th  September^  was  efhbliihed.     It  wilt' 
be  recolleded  under  what  military  violence  the  firft  eledtions  were 
.condoled.     In  no  fcnfe  was  any  freedtMn  of  eledion  permitted  till' 
about  the  month  of  April  laR,  when  a  very  confiderable  change  in- 
the  temper  of  the  councils,  as  well  as  in  the  people  at  lai^ge^  was» 
obferved.     A  majority  in  the  legiflative  bodies  Teemed  difpofed  to^ 
put  an  end  to  the  miferies  under  which  the  country  groaned^  to  re-  • 
move  the  evils  of  which  fome  of  them  had  been  the  authors,  and  to- 
cancel  the  crimes  of  which  many  of  them  had  been  guiltyJ     They 
wi(hed  to  rcAore^  fome  degree  of  public  order  and  tranqtiillity  to  tho^ 
unhappy  peofrie  of  France ;  for  their  former  happinefs,  alas !  diejp 
could  not  reftore*     They  wifllcd  to  oppofe  the  progrefsof  that  rew-* 
volutiotiary  principle  which  the  Directory  endeavoured  with  tjDO- 
mucb  fuccefs  to.  fpread  over  Europci     They  wi(hed  to  check  the' ^ 
ravage  and  devoifiation  which  the  war  nouriflied  and  protracted* ' 
They  were  delirous  to  enjoy  happtnefs  m  peace.     Thefe  vlews^  * 
however,  ill  futted  with  the  ibbemes  of  the  Majority  of  ihb  Di- 
rectory.    They  wi/hed  10  fpread  conftifion  over  Europe,  to  prolon^^ 
the  miferies  of  their  own  country  on  Jacobin  principles  and  by  Ja^  . 
cobin  means.     Had  the  majority  of  the  Dineiftory  then,  by  whrife  i 
influcnoe  the  whole  of  the  pmceedings  at  Lifle  were  cotidtMSM^  • 
chofen  to  break  off  the  negotiation  upon  the  terms  which  this  coilii^*^ 
try  offered,  they  wouM  have  put  the  coundls  upon  their  guaidy;^ 
they  would    have  made  all  Fnoce  and  Europe  the  judges-o#^^ 
their*  conndu£t|    and  tbey   Would   have  anticipated  that- e¥ehr 
wht^  chey  were  preparing.     Again,  had  they  brought  fyfwt/ti  ' 
«nodier/f)gfry  of  theh*  o^^n^  they  muft  havt  difappointed  tf^  dbj«ft 
thof  had  in  vtew^-that  of  breaking  o(F  the  negotiation  ^MiMlf  <fie»- ; 
^^ngany  terhris.  '  At  the.  very  mometit,  however,  when'  titty  Wer  '^ 
pi^^  evtrf  evafioni  creating  delayi  cofi(tantly  rcfufing  fi^'^deliv  ^ejr 


959  PARLIAMENTARY  [Lokm. 

in  a  ccKinter-prcjeCy  thqr  held  a  language  dire^ly  oppolite  in  their 
meflag^s  to  the  councils.     In  thcfe  they  threw  the  charge  of  ddar 
upon  the  coalefced  powers,  and  to  whom  could  this  infinuation 
apply,  but  to  this  country  in  conjunflion  with  its  ally  ?      At  this 
very  nnoment  their  Plenipotentiaries  were  daily  apologifing  for  the 
extraordinary  delays  which  took  place.      In  thefe  circumftance^ 
does  it  not  mofi  plainly  appear,  that  delay  was  their  obje^,   thAt 
they  wiftied  to  gain  time  till  their  plot  was  ready  to  be  executed, 
and  till  it  would  be  fafe  to  throw  off  the  ma(k  r      In^heir  views 
they  unhappily  fuccccded  by  the  weakneFs  of  their  enemies,  and  the 
frail  fabric  of  the  ConHitution  of  1795   was  overturned.      Had 
they  broke  off  the  negotiation  abruptly  before  this  period,    they 
would  have  defeated  their  own  objed.     It  was  clear  to  every  man 
who  watched  the  progrefs  of  events,  and  of  opink>n  in  France^  that 
it  was  not  at  Lifle,  but  at  Paris  that  the  refult  of  the  conferences 
would  be  determined.  It  was  obvious  that  it  muft  d<pend  upon  the 
refult  of  the  difputes  which  agitated  the  couiKrils  of  the  government. 
It  depended  upon  the  decilion  of  the  ftrugglc,  and  if  the  majority 
of  the  Directory  fucceeded  every  man  was  prepared  for  what  fol- 
lowed.    Perhaps,  indeed,  this  forms  the  only  excufe  which  His 
Majefty'^  Minifteri  could  urge  for  having  fo  long  fubmitted  to  the 
delays  and  evafions  of  the  encmyi.     They  could  only  be  juftified  by 
their  defirc  to  w;^k  an  event  which  might  promif(b  a  favourable  re- 
fult to  the  negotiation  and  facilitate  the  attainment  of  peace.     This 
confideration  alone  (hields  them  from  the  reproach  of  having  fo 
long  endured  the  triflir^  and  the  evafion  of  the  enemy,  and  contri- 
buted to  aid  the  fatal  deception  which  the  Diredlory  wi(hed  to  pafs 
upon  the  people  of  France,  by  keeping  up  the  appearance  of  negp- 
tiation  and  cherilhing  the  hope  of  peace, 

Wtien  at  laft  the  fourth  Revolution  of  September  arrived,  the 
Directory  immediately  changed  their  fyAem  and  avowed  their  ob- 
ject.    They  immediately  recalled  the  men  whom  they  had  for- 
merly in(tru<fted  to  fupport  their  views,  and  whom  they  bad  autho- 
ri;Eed  to  make  profeflions  which  they  no  longer  meant  to  perform. 
£very  thing  which  had  been  done  was  retraced,  and  demands  re- 
quired which  two  months  before  had  been  abaig^doned.     But  it  it 
needlefs  to  enter  into  a  detailed  expofition  of  their  conduA.     Their 
picfent  avowed  objed^ explain  their  former,  chicane,     They  new 
ibow  without  concealment  the  purppfes  for  which  the  diiguife  had 
l>een  aflumed.     They  now  declare  that  it  is  our  conditution,  our 
hmSf  our  religion,  with  which  they  war ;  that  it  is  the  whole  fyftem 
qX  ouf  public  glory  and  of  our  private  happinefs  that  they  wiih  to 
•ov  ti^dirow«     They  avpw  that  the  government  of  this  country  and 
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that  of  France  cannot  be  cchcxiftcnt.  They  wifli  not  peace  with 
this  country  but  the  utter  annihilation  of  our  government^  and  the 
dcftruflion  of  the  whole  fcheme  of  our  political  exiflence. 

With  fuch  avowals  I  confefs  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  in  what 
manner  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  can  now  be  palliated  or  excufed. 
I  well  know,  indeed,  that  every  meafureof  the  French  Government 
in  its  relation  to  this  country,  finds  much  more  able  and  ingenious 
apologias  here  than  in  France.  I  know  that  even  what  feems  too 
flagrant  for  defence,  too  manifeft  for  ingenuity  to  colour,  is  juftified 
by  much  more  plaufible  arguments,  and  placed  in  much  more  favour^ 
ble  lightii,  than  the  talents  of  the  friends  of  the  Diredory  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  water  can  produce.  But  truly,  my  Lords,  aWare 
as  I  am  of  this,  I  cannot  divine  from  what  fources  their  defence 
can  now  be  drawn.  I  know  not  what  new  voluminous  pamphlet 
will  iifuc  from  the  pen  of  any  advocate  to  jufiify  the  proceeding  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  cenfure  Minifters  for  refufing  to  accept  the  prof- 
fered grace  of  the  Directory.  I  know  not  upon  what  ground  we 
{hall  be  accufed  of  maintaining  the  old  and  edablifhcd  forms  of 
our  government,  and  for  difdaining  to  fubmit  the  people  of  England 
to  the  yoke  of  a  favage  and  ferocious  government,  and  (0  the  bruta<« 
lity  of  a  licentious  and  fanguinary  army.  I  (ball  not  detain  you 
with  anticipating  any  objedions  to  the  cooduA  which  Miniflen 
have  obfcrved,  or  to  the  meafure  which  I  am  about  to  propofe.  I 
am  convinced  that  it  is  the  fentiment  of  every  breaft  in  this  Afifem-' 
bly,  that  the  terms  to  which  the  enemy  would  have  reduced  ut 
were  fuch  as  no  £ngli(hman  could  fan6lion.  I  am  fure  that  evcrf 
man  who  hears  me  is  convinced  that  it  is  no  moment  of  hunlilia* 
tion.  Upon  that  day  when  the  noble  Lord  whom  I  fee  in  hit  places 
received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe,  I  am  fure  that  no  man  can  ^ink. 
this  the  period  when  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the  nation  ought  to 
be  facrificed.  I  am  fure  that  every  nun  feeU  with  oonfcious  pride^ 
while  he  looks  back  to  the  event  which  the  prefence  of  the  noble 
Lord  recalls,  that  this  is  not  the  nnoment  to  defpair.  The  reiburces 
of  this  country  arc  great  and  powerful ;  and  hitherto  there  has  been 
no  preflureto  call  them  in  all  their  vigour  into  adlion.  Every 
man  muft  now  fee,  hoiiprever,  that  upon  the  iflue  of  the  prefent  ocfiu 
teft  depends  not  only  whether  this  country  (hall  evift  any  loi^^ 
as  an  independent  nation,  but  even  exift  as  a  nation  at  all.  Every 
man  muft  fee  that  public  and  private  happinels,  the  honour,  the* 
dignity,  eveiy  thing  that  is  dear  to  individuals,  even  life  ttiUf,  de*^ 
pcnd  upon  the  iffue  of  the  (bt^e  we  have  to  maintain.  C^^)^. 
man  in  this  AflbmUlj^in  partictilar  fcnows^  dut  bis{ropen^and||flk 
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^xiftence  artf  at  ftiakc.  But  with  the  intercftof  the  firft  dafs  of  men 
in  the  ftatc,  the  happinefs  of  the  lowcft  is  connc£)ed«  The  horron, 
the  perfecutiony  and  the  fufTerings  to  which  the  firft  orders  in 
France  were  doomed,  were  fpread  over  all.  I  will  venture  to 
tflerty  and  undertake  to  prove,  that  the  calamities  of  the  French 
Hevoiution  has  been  the  fource  of  itiore  calaitiity  to  the  lower  clalTes 
than  even  lo  the  unhappy  nobility,  whom  you  every  day  fee  groan- 
ing imder  thofe  evils  which  they  fo  little  defervc.  This,  too,  I  will 
veiinire  to  aflert,  is  the  fentiment  with  which  the  public  at  large  is 
tnfpired.  They  arc  convinced  that  every  tiling  they  hold  moft  dear 
idepends  uporvthe  exertions  whkh  they  make  to  defend  the  honour 
and  the  dignity  of  the  country.  They  feel  that  not  a  tranfient  but 
a  vigorous  and  perfevering  efibrt  5s  required  to  fecure  that  perma- 
nem  and  honourable  peace  which  can  alone  maintain  the  fources  of 
their  happinefs ;  that  there  is  no  fafety  without  refinance,  no  hofc 
but  in  courage  and  magnanimity.  I  have  the  fulleft  confidence  in 
tile  public  fpirit  and  the  determined  difpofition  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  From  you,  my  Lbrds,  I  only  aflc  that  you  will  pcrfcvcre 
fai  the  ftntiments  you  have  exprefled  and  in  the  condud  you  have 
fmtutdy  I  afk  you  to  carry  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne  the  declara- 
ttOB  of  this  refolution,  and  that  you  will  give  a  folemn  pledge  of 
your  determiaation  to  perfbrtn  the  obligation  you  incur.  From 
#iofe  only,  I  again  repeat,^  who  l>ave  fully  and  maturely  conlidered 
Ae  nature  and  the  confequences  of  ^he  flep  they  take,  do  I  require 
tfaia  pledge.  If  is  a  folemn  and  important  meafure  which  involves 
k»  mudi  and  extends  too  far  to  be  adopted  without  deUberation. 
Hairing  (aid  thus  nmch,  my  Lords,  I  ihall  detain  you  no  longer,  but 
fliaB  CMlent  myicif  with  moving,  ^  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
fwfimted  l»  Hit  Majefty,  aflbring  him  that  we  have  taken  into  our 
sHoft  Sntout  confidenttion  the  papefgf  which  have  been  laid  on  the 
lflbl»  relative  to  the  negotiation  for  peace ;  that  in  the  fleps  which 
kave  bean  taken*  we  have  Kcogniled  die  pacific  difpofltton  winced 
fef  idKa  Majefiy  throughout  ihe  whole  of  itg  progrefs>  and  obferved 
liie^  ifiwtetafis  boftilkf  ci  the  enemy  ;  that  while  on  the  one  band 
Hte'Jlfajefty  Has  i^ven  an  example  of  the  greateft  moderation,  the 
CHWif  on  the  other  haTa  abandoned  every  pacific  di^ofltion ;  that 
ttcyaotertam  the  aneA*  dsfermined  hatred  and  animefiiy  to  the  Con- 
IKmiot),  Uiwa  and'  Ufeeitica  of  this  oeuntrv^ ;  that  the  deAroAien  of 
0m  C^mMciilkin  nwt  QoVetnmenr  is  ine  ob)e^  at  whidi  they 
aim  ^  that  we  are  determined  tti  dbftnd,  at  every  hot^Uti,  His  Ma- 
jdyt^perfim  am^govemihcW;  itfttf  we  know  ifa^  greir  exenSoni 
iMMbf;  H^  tm  MMiliftitidingi;  fit  am  piepated  noi  f^ 
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iblved  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  Conftitution,  laws  and  liberties,  upon 
which  the  happinefs  of  every  cla(s  of  the  community  e(rentia|Iy 
depends." 

The  Earl  of  DARNLEY  began  by  paying  a  juft  tribute  of  ap- 
plaufe  to  the  condu6l  of  his  friend  Lrord  Malmeibury  in  the  late 
unfucccfsful  negotiation  ^t  Lifle^  wherein,  though  placed  in  the 
iBoft  diiEcult  and  unprecedented  (ituation,  he  had  difplayed  fuch  a 
combination  of  zeal  and  ability,  of  mild  and  dignified  iirmnels 
and  attention  to  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  great  country  whi(A 
he  reprefented,  united  with  a  patient  and  perfevering  fpirit  of  con- 
ciliation, under  the  mod  difcouraging  circumftances,  as  fully  entitled 
him  to  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe  and  the  Country,  and  jufti- 
fied  the  choice  which  His  Maje%  had  been  advifed  to  make.  Lord 
Damlcy,  after  enlarging  on  this  fubjeiS^,  and  thanking  Minifters  for 
ihe  very  ample  and  fatisfadory  extradts  of  Lord  Malmefbury's 
correfpondence  and  papers  which  they  had  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
proceeded  to  ftate  his  convidlion  that  there  could  be  but  one  opinion 
aoKMig  Englifhmen  on  the  prefent  very  extraordinary  (ituarion  in 
which  the  country  was  placed,  and  that  not  only  that  Houfe,  but  all 
degrees  and  ranks,  who  felt  for  its  honour  and  interefts,  muA  unite 
in  oppofing  the  vain  and  arrogant  pretenHons  of  the  enemy,  and 
heartily  concur  in  the  propofed  addrefs.  The  Earl  of  Darnley 
took  occafion  to  compliment  Vifcount  Duncan,  on  his  very  brilliant 
and  decifwe  victory,  and  on  the  confummate  (kill  and  judicious  in- 
trepidity which  hp  had  difplayed  :  he  ftated  his  hope  and  convi6lion, 
that  if  ever  this  and  the  former  fuccefles,  by  Which  our  navy  had 
almod  annihilated  that  of  the  enemy,  fhould  prove  infuflicient  to 
fecure  this  country  from  the  effcAs  of  their  arrogant  threats,  they 
would  foon  find  the  difficulty  of  making  any  impreflfion  by  force, 
and  the  vanity  of  hoping  that  either  the  fpirit  or  refources  of  Eng- 
lifhmen  were  exhaufled. 

The  addrefs  being  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was  then  put 
and  carried  nem.  diff'. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  then  faid,  it  was,  in  his  opinion,  effential 
to  the  interefts  of  this  country  at  this  moment  to  give  all  poffible 
energy  to  tlie  addrefs  which  their  Lord(hips  had  juft  voted.  It  was 
proper,  alio,  that  it  (hould  be  made  as  folemn  an  ad  as  poffible. 
He  therefore  wifhed  that  the  addrefs  might  be  prefented  to  His  M^* 
jefty  as  the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

He  therefon  moved  that  a  Cginm^ittee  be  appoint^  to  prepare 
a  meffage,  and  dcfirc  a  conference  with  the  Commons.*— Ordcrod. 

Adjourned. 
Yoi.  IV.  X 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wtimjday^  November  8. 

The  Hoofe  reiblved,  that  no  private  petitions  (hould  be  recciTod 
after  the  9th  of  February  next. 

Lord  CHARLES  SOMERSET  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  in- 
formed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  waked  on  His  Majefly  with  their 
addrefsi  praying  that  certain  papers  and  accounts  relative  to  the 
Navy  and  Vi6hialling  OfEces,  and  the  Imperial  Loan,  mi^t  be 
laid  on  their  .table :  and  that  His  Majcfly  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
tmkr  the  fame. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  being  accordingly  read, 

Mr.  HOBART  moved,  that  the  faid  Committee  be  deitrred  till 
Friday.— Agreed  to. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thurfdayf  November  9. 

The  Houfe  met  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  a  conference  with  the  Commons,  in  purfuance  of  their 
LonMhips'  rcfolution  of  ycfterday ;  but  a  ajnfideraUe  delay  was 
occaiioned  by  the  non-attendance  of  the  Mafters  in  Chancery,  whofe 
ofEce  it  was  to  wait  on  the  Commons  with  the  meflage. 

Vifcount  SYDNEY  fuggcfted  the  ncceflity  of  fome  proceeding 
of  the  Houfe  to  enforce  a  regular  attendaiKe  of  thofe  officers  in 
future,  but  forbore  to  make  any  fpecific  motion  for  the  purpofe. 

^hen  the  Mafters  in  Chancery  arrived,  a  meflage  was  fent  to 
the  Commons  to  defire  a  conference ;  and  a  deputation,  contifting  of 
fix  Peers,  headed  by  Earl  Spencer,  met  the  Commons  in  the 
Painted  Chamber  for  that  purpofe,  and  managed  the  conference ; 
after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurjdaj^  Novembir  9. 

Two  Mafiers  in  Chancery  brought  a  meflfage  from  the  Lordsy 
that  their  Lordihips  deiired  a  conference  with  the  Commons  ia  the 
Painted  Chamber. 

The  names  of  the  following  Members  werq  then  called  over  fbr 
the  purpofe,  and  waited  on  the  Lords. 

Sir  Charles  Morgan,  Mr.  Lygon^ 

Mr.  Long,  Sir  G.  A.  Wynne, 

Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Joddrell, 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne,  Mr.  H.  Addington, 

Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Churchill, 

Mr.  Rofe,  Mr.  Morgan, 

Mr.  P.  Wyndham,  Lord  Gower, 

Mr.  Burdon,  and 

Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Granville. 

Upon  returning  from  the  conference,  Sir  Charles  Morgan  in- 
formed the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  deiired  the  concurrence  of  the 
Commons  with  their  addrefs  of  yederday  to  His  MajeAy  ;  and  he 
therefore  moved,  that  the  fame  be  taken  into  confideration  to-mor- 
row, which  was  agreed  to  mm,  con. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday^  Ntfoemher  i  o. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Loughborough)  came  to  the  Houfe 
foon  after  five  o'clock,  and,  after  waiting  a  conHdcrable  time  fbr  the 
Commons,  Prayers  were  read,  and  their  Lordihips  adjourned  to 
Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  NovemieriOm 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  fbr  taking  into  confideration  the 
papers  which  bad  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  by  His  Majefly's  di* 
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rcAion  relative  to  the  late  negotiation  with  die  French  Republic ; 
and  the  addrefs  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  being  read  a  fccond  tinric, 

Mr.  Secretary  DUND AS  moved,  that  tl^s  Houfc  do  concur 
with  their  Lord(hips  in  that  addrefs. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  he  would  wait  until  he  heard 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  p  him  deliver  his  fenti- 
mentSy  after  which  he  wpuld  propofe  an  amendment  to  the 
addrefs. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  him,  that  jf  }ic  fneant  to  propofe 
any  amendment,  thp  prefent  was  the  ilagc  in  which  it  oi^ht  to 
be  done. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  then  rofe.  He  began  1^  flaring,  that 
the  objedl  for  ^rhich  he  ofiered  himfelf  to  t\ic  Hpufe  was  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  addrefs  t  and  the  reafons  that  \\^d  indpced  him  to 
make  fuch  motion,  were  npt  objeAions  to  the  general  tenor,  but  tq 
the  peculiar  phrafes  and  words  which  were  to  bp  found  in  that  ad- 
drefs. The  object  of  it  was  a  fyflem  of  endlefs  and  perpetual 
warfare  ;  of  warfare  with  a  country  with  which  the  nation  had  been 
long  at  va^i  ))ut  >¥ith  which  they  muft  at  lafl  be  happy  to  be  upon 
terms  of  amity  ancj  peacf .  Bf^fore,  however,  he  fubn^itted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  Houfe  the  amendment  wi^h  )vhich  it  was  his 
intention  to  conclude,  be  begged  leave  to  be  ipdulged  in  fptnf  re- 
marks upon  the  papers  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  upon  the  circum- 
ftances  which  had  occafioncd  the  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 
In  entering  into  the  confideration  of  the  papers,  he  confeffcd  him- 
felf perfed^ly  aftoni(hed  at  the  mean  and  degrading  manner  it 
which  Minifters  had  carried  on  the  negotiation.  When  the  re- 
newal of  overtures  for  peace  was  firft  talked  of,  he  had  meant  to 
move,  that  no  plan  (hould  be  delivered  to  the  French  Government 
until  the  latter  (hould  have,  prepared  their  counter-plan.  That  he 
had  refrained  from  making  that  n^otipn  ^ffordtrd  him  nofv  fnuch 
regret.  He  had  declined  it,  however,  from  ^q  idea  tjiat  5^»as  en- 
tertained, that  it  might  tepd  fo  impede  the  negotiation  about  to  be 
undertaken.  But  what  had  been  the  confequencc?  Minifters, 
being  left  to  thcmfelves,  had  canied  it  on  in  the  moft  difgraceful 
manner.  Would  gentlemen  refer  to  the  Declaration,  there  diej 
would  6nd  it  acknowledged  upon  what  principles  the  negotiation 
had  been  conduced  ;  they  would  be  told  that  it  was  begun  againft 
the  cufloms  and  ufages  cftabli(hed  in  the  intercourfes  of  different 
nations — they  would  be  told,  that  it  was  carried  on  when  every 
idea  of  moderation  and  juAice  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  had  been 
abandoned.  What  muft  be  the  effcd  of  this  ?  Muft  not  flich  a 
niode  of  pondud  tend  to  the  dcbafement  pf  th^  countiy  i  and  would 

3 


Nov.  10.]  DEBATES.  157 

it  be  eafy  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  nation  after  it  had  been  fo  hum- 
bled ?  To  the  Declaration  he  objeAed,  becaufe  it  was  full  of  ra(h 
and  violent  invedive.     Its  objeA  wai  to  eftablifh  between  the  two 
countries  inveterate  and  laiting  animofity.     To  juftify  this  invete- 
racy, indeed,  Government  had  brought  forward  various  charges 
againft  France,  which  they  had  by  no  means  been  able  to  make  out. 
In  perufing  the  papers  upon  the  table,  he  found  it  complained  of, 
that  the  French  had  adduced  frivolous  and  offenlive  preliminaries. 
He  found  that  the  firft  of  thefe  preliminaries  was,  the  abandonment 
on  the  part  of  His  Majeily  of  the  title  of  King  of  France ;  a 
point,  furely,  fcarccly  worth  contending  for ;  the  fecond  was  one 
which  Lord  Malmeibury  had  faid  to  be  a  very  material  one  indeed 
«— it  was  a  demand  of  reftitution  of  the  (hips  taken  at  Toulon,  or 
an  equivalent  for  them  ;  the  third  preliminary  was,  the  abandon- 
ment of  die  mortgage  upon  the  Low  Countries,     The  Houfe  were, 
alfo  told  as  the  foundation  of  this  addrefs,  that  the  French  had  de- 
manded terms  which  were  abfolutely  inadmiflible.    Happy,  indeed, 
ftiould  he  be  to  agree  with  the  addrefs  propofcd,  if  in  his  confcience 
he  could  do  fo ;  but  in  the  papers  before  the  Houfe,  the  country 
were  told  that  the  French  Minifters  had  faid,  the  requiring  of  powers 
to  fuch  an  extent  as  they  had  mentioned  did  not  neceifarily  imply 
that  fuch  powers  were  to  be  exercifed.     If,  as  it  had  been  pofitively 
^(Terted,  the  French  Government  had  really  no  defire  of  making 
peace,  they  furely,  in  his  opinion,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  aft 
contrary  to  that  defire.     They  received  the  Britifli  Minifter  with 
great  willingnefs.     They  fent  their  own  Minifters  to  wait  for  the 
Engiifh  one ;  and  even  after  the  latter  had  withdrawn  from  Lifle, 
they  ftill  kept  their  Minifters  thcre-^^f^  cry  of^  Hear  !  Hear  /j 
I'he  Houfe  were  alfo  told,  that  it  was  the  with  of  the  people  of 
France  to  overturn  the  Government  of  this  country.     If,  indeed, 
fijch  were  the  d|fpolition  of  the  French  people,  he  frankly  confefTed 
(hat  he  ihould  give  bis  hearty  aflknt  to  the  addrefs.     But  the  fa6l> 
he  believed^  was,  that  if  the  French  were  inveterate  againft  this 
country,  it  was  becaufe  this  countiy  had  been  inveterate  againft 
them.     If  they  wiftied  to  overtum  this  Conftitution,  it  was  becaufe 
Minifters  had  evinced  a  defire  to  overturn  theirs.     The  French 
people,  he  really  thought,  would  be  glad  to  let  us  alone,  and  to  be  at 
amity  and  peace  with  us.     On  thefe  grounds  he  rofe  to  move  an 
amtndment,  the  6bje£l  of  which  was  to  announce  to  France,  and  to 
the  world,  the  firm  refolution  of  the  Houfe  to  maintain  the  honour . 
and  dignity  of  the  Crown,  and  the  independence  of  the  People ;  to 
avdd  faying  any  diing  which  might  imply  inveterate  and  implacable 
animofity ;  and  to  declare,  that  when  France  would  agree  to  jwice 
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upbn  juft  and  honourable  ferms,  this  country  ^oM  immediatdf 
evince  her  readinefs  to  treat,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  contefi* 
Sir  John  Sinclair  then  moved  the  following  amended  addre& : 

**  We  your  Majc%*s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  tlieConi«> 
mons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave  to  re- 
turn your  Majefty  our  mod  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  your  gra« 
cious  communication  of  the  papers  refpe£\ing  the  late  negotiation 
entered  into  with  the  Government  of  France. 

*^  When  we  confider  the  various  calamiticsto  which  nations  in 
a  (late  of  hoAility  are  ncceflarily  oxpofed,  we  cannot  but  deplore  the 
continuance  of  a  war  which  has  already  occafioned  fuch  an  expence 
of  trcafure  and  of  blood  to  the  powers  engaged  in  it ;  and  we  join 
moft  heartily  in  applauding  your  Majefty's  humane  and  beneficent 
eiLertions  for  bringing  the  fame  to  a  termination. 

^<  We  truft  that  the  two  nations  will  fee  the  wifdom  and  policy 
of  fpeedily  renewing  a  negotiation  fo  favourable  to  the  intereAs  of 
humanity,  and  of  concluding  the  war  in  terms  juft  in  themfelves, 
and  honourable  to  the  parties  intereAed,  the  only  true  foundation  on 
which  a  lafting  pacification  can  be  expe£ked.  But  if  unfortuna^ly 
fuch  hopes  (hould  not  be  realized,  and  (hodld  the  farther  profecution 
of  the  war  become  nece(fary,  your  Majcfly  may  be  affured  of  the 
firm  and  unalterable  fupport  of  your  faithful  Commons  in  making 
every  exertion  that  circumAances  may  render  neceflary  for  procuring 
a  (afe  and  honourable  peace  on  terms  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
your  Majefiy's  crown  and  kingdoms,  and  the  profperity  and  eflential 
interefts  of  your  people." 

Mr.  BRYAN  EDWARDS  feconded  the  amrndment. 

Earl  TEMPLE  (ion  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckinghamfhire),  in 
his  maiden  fpeech,  oppofed  it,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  dkA  :— 
Mr.  Speaker,  every  confideration  snaking  k  not  only  impoffible,  but 
improper,  for  me  to  give  a  (ilent  vote  this  evening  on  the  fubjed 
before  us,  I  {hall  beg  the  patience  of  the  Houfe  for  a  very  few 
oioments. 

I  (hould  have  hoped  that  I  (hould  have  been  able  this  evening 
to  have  feen  many  gentlemen,  who  ufed  to  attend  on  the  other  iide 
of  this  Hoqfc,  in  tlieir  places.  I  (houU  have  hoped,  that  on  an  oc- 
cafion  like  tKe  prefent,  on  a  fubje£l  like  the  one  now  before  the 
Houfe,  involving  the  <fcareft  intereds  of  their  coimtry,  that  thofe 
gsntlcmen  would  for  a  moment  have  forgot  that  difguft  which  /Arjr 
^  drove  them  fiom  this  Houfe  t  I  fliould  have  hoped  that  for  once 
they  would  have  done  their  duty,  in  fpUe  of  the  laugjhter  of  which  we 
are  given  to  underfland  they  ftand  fo  much  ia  dread.  Their  coUBtryt 
Si*-,  bas  Hitlc  ic  thank  them  for ;  Aim  confUtoents  have  ftill  left  to 
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diatnk  Aem  far,  when  ihe^  fee  ^dicir  interefts  dcferted  by  their  repre^ 
fentacives,  and  tbemfelvcs  infulted  by  a  mockery  of  a  reprefentation. 
Wkh  refpeft  to  the  addrefs  now  laid  before  this  Houfe  for  our  con-i^ 
fideration,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  I  give  it  my  moil  heartf 
aflent ;  and  I  give  that  aflent,  becaufe  the  words  of  the  addrefs  are 
{o,  cautious  and  fo  guarded,  as  to  allow  me  to  give  that  aflent  con- 
fiftently  wtth'thofe  principles  which  I  (hall  have  the  honour  of  lay^ 
ing  before  the  Houfe  this  evening :  I  give  it  my  aflent  becaufe  I 
really  think  our  warmeft  thanks  are  due  to  His  Majefly  and  his 
MinifterSj  for  the  manly  manner  in  which  the  negotiation  has  been 
corKluded ;  and  every  fentiment  of  attachment  to  His  Majefly's 
royal  perfon,  and  to  our  Conllitutiony  and  every  fentiment  that  can 
pledge  this  Houfe  to  fupport  both  the  one. and  the  other,  fliall  ever 
meet  with  my  warmed  and  mofl  heartfelt  concurrence.  But,  Sir,  I  do 
not  fcruple  to  fay,  |h}t  fronti  the  firft  moment  of  the  firfl  advances  to 
nqpriation,  I  loc*cgl  with  terror  to  the  event  of  it ;  and  I  really  (aw 
much  more  to  dr«pd  in  the  probable  event  of  peace  at  this  moment, 
than  in  the  continuance  of  the  war.  This,  Sir,  may  be  a  bold 
opinion,  but  it  is  one  which  I  trufl  is  founded  in  truth.  Every 
thinking  mind  that  has  watched  the  crooked  policy  which  for  fome 
frx>nths  has  guided  the  Councils  of  France,  could  eaiily  have  fore* 
told  the  probable  event  of  any  attempt  on  our  part  to  negotiate.  I 
do  not  mean  to  fay  by  this,  that  the  difliculty  arofe  out  of  the  a^« 
tual  exifting  Government  in  France  ;  every  government  capable  of 
maintaining  the  accuflomcd  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  is  capable 
of  being  negotiated  with  by  us,  and  I  profcfs  myfelf  as  only  the 
friend  to  French  Monarchy,  as  I  think  tl\e  bleflings  of  peace  could 
eafier  be  obtained  to  this  country  under  that  government,  jufl  as  I 
flMMild  be  the  friend  of  any  government,  even  of  the  tyranny  of  the 
Grand  Seignk)r,  if  I  thought  the  Grand  Seignior  would  fooner  give 
peace  to  this  country.  To  every  man  who  has  watched  the  progrefs 
of  the  French  Revolution,  it  mufl  have  been  evident  that  as  lon^  as 
the  moderate  party  found  themfelves  fuperior  to  Jacobinifm  and 
Terrorifm,  fo  long  our  hopes  of  peace  were  more  fanguine  ;  but  the 
moment  that  Jacobinifm  and  Terrorifm  made  headagaind  the  mo« 
derate  psuty,  all  hopes  of  accommodation  vaniflied.  The  fame 
policy,  whatever  it  was,  that  induced  the  then  rulers  of  France  to 
nuke  war  with  this  country,  Oill  holds  its  ground,  and  ever  wilt 
hold  its  ground  as  long  as  Terror  is  the  Order  of  the  Day.  Who^ 
ever  for-the  moment  holds  the  uncertain  and  blood-flained  reins  of 
power ;  whether  a  Briflbt,  a  Marat,  or  a  Roberfpierre,  whether  one 
^nuic  or  five  ^  to  every  impartial  man  who  has  watched  the  pro- 
grefii  of  the  events  jit  J-riflc,  and  has  connected  ihcm  with  whai 
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iric,  it  muft  plainly  appear,  that  even  fiom  the  voy  firfl 
fthe  negotiation,  the  majority  of  the  Executive  Direc- 
fbr  a  moment  intended  that  peace  Ibould  be  made  with 
'.  That  determination  they  did  not  diufe  to  avow 
felt  thcmfclves  awed  by  the  riling  party,  at  the  head  of 
ot  and  Barthelemy  placed  thcmfclves  ;  but  the  moment 
!t,  our  proTpcfls  vanifhed.  They  propofed  tennito  us, 
once  been  oficred  and  refufed  ;  terms  which  they  knew 
Ticfbury  had  not  powers,  (for  he  commuiucated  his 
:hem)  to  clofe  with  ;  terms  which  they  knew  no  Eng- 
>uld  fubmit  to,  and  which  only  could  be  calculated  to 
the  wali,  and  make  it  appear  to  the  eyes  of  all  Europe, 

put  an  end  to  a  negotiation  which  France  encouraged, 

France  rendered  it  impoflible  for  us  to  oontinue.  If 
ecn,  Sir,  a  heart  &»  loft  to  every  fenfc  of  national  fpik 
ional  honour,  as  to  have  agreed  to  thofe  conceflions  ;  if 
>cen,  Sir,  a  hand  To  daflardly,  atid  I  will  alfo  (ay,  fo 
to  have  (igncd  thofe  concelTions,  we  fbould  then,  3ir> 
c  comfort  of  being  told  that  thofe  conccfTiom,  miferable 
}le  as  they  are,  are  not  the  confequences,  but  the  price 
m,  and  only  went  to  make  way  for  other  demands  dot^ly 
lerhaps,  and  doubly  difgraccful.     The  firft  founders  of 

Republic  all  acknowledged  that  otk  principle  which 
IS  the  lyiHs  of  all  their  actions,  that  the  funs  of  Eng- 
f  France  never  can  fiiinc  blether  in  the  fame  hcmif- 
iFCver  the  Conftitution  of  that  country  has  been  chai^d, 
:  ambition  of  individuals  and  ihe  axe  of  the  guillotine 

its  fyRcms  and  its  leaders,  the  faoK'fpirit  flill  holds  its 
e  fame  antipathy  to  England  is  ftUl  die  watch-word  of 

;  and  ihc  cry  of  the  armies,  of  the  Diredtory,  of  the 
ind  of  the  People,  is  Hill  "  Delenda  eft  Carthago." 
It  the  lateft  proceedings  of  the  French  Directory.  We 
tion  fent  by  Buonaparte,  noti(>'ing  the  conclufton  of 
en  France  and  the  Emperor.  It  was  to  be  hqied  thai 
le  objcd  of  that  deputation  was,  its  lat^uage  would  be 
Be :  not  fo ;  the  language  of  that  depuoiion  was  of  vio- 
re  againtl  the  Government  of  this  country,  and  of  in- 
Che  pec^le  of  England.  And  this  language.  Sir,  which 
;d  the  impoflibility  of  England  and  Fnnce  exilHng  to- 
;  fcntiments  which  cxprefs  the  adiial  neceflity  of  ctemil 
veen  the  cwo^countrics,  were  recdvcd  with  ths  warcneA 
pturous  applaufe,  and  rewarded  with  the  moll  cnthuftaf- 
cfflbncc  of  the  rulers  of  that  people  who  call  thcmfclves 
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friends  to  the  human  nice !     There  cannot.  Sir,  be  a  ftrongcr  proof 
of  the  affcrtion  I  have  brought  forward  rcfpc6ling  the  antipathy  of 
France  towards  this  country,  than  the  late  gafconading  Arrete  4if 
the  French  pircftory,  appointing  on  thq  coafts  of  France  an  army 
of  ne^r  half  a  million  of  n[jcn,  and  dignifying  it  by  a  name  which 
I  truft  it  never  will  defcrve,  that  of  the  Army  of  England.     It  Is 
hardly  poflTible  to  talk  fcrioufly  on  that  fubje(a.     They  appoint  aji 
army  for  invafion,  and  then  lay  up  their  fleet,  ^s  a  preparatory  ftep 
for  invafion.     How,  therefore,  that  army  is  to  put  its  objcfts  into 
execution,  remains  a  myftcry  :  whether  cork  jackets  or  balloons  are 
to  be  ufed  as  fubftitutes^jfor  their  navy,  remains  as  yet  to  be  feen. 
Not,  however.  Sir,  to  treat  that  fubjcS  with  greater  levity  than  it 
defervcs,  the  obje6l  of  thcfe  preparations  is  the  fame,  and  I  think 
my  right  honourable  kinfman,   the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
ought  to  feel  himfelf  under  the  greateft  obligations  to  the  French 
Diretflory,  for  the  decifivc  ftep  they  have  taken  to  prove,  if  it  were 
neceffary,  to  all  France,  Europe,  and  the  World,  that  their  antipathy 
b  iiilely  direded  againft  England,  and  that  that  antipathy  is  irre- 
concileable.    The  moment.  Sir,  that  country  can  boaft  of*  a  govern- 
ment it  can  fupport  from  one  week  to  the  other  ;  the  moment  that 
country  can  boaft  of  a  Conftitution  it  can  preferve  from  violation 
from  one  day  to  the  next ;  the  moment  it  can  boaft  of  rulers  who 
can  fave  themfelves  from  the  fcaffold  from  one  hour  to  the  other  ; 
from  that  moment  I  (hall  fay  that  a  door  is  open  to  negotiation. 
But  when  I  am  told  that  we  have  been  negotiating  with  a  country 
which  can  fport  with  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  which  can  overturn 
the  moft  eftabliftied  rights  of  nations,  and  which,  with  all  this,  can- 
rK>t    guarantee  its  own  exiftenc^  even  while  that  negotiation  was 
pending,  I  indeed  blufti  for  England.     To  ftiew,  Sir,  that  I  am 
not  bringing  an  unfupportcd  charge  againft  France,  and  that  I  am 
not  exaggerating  what  indeed  does  not  require  any  exaggeration,  a 
very  curfory  retrofpe6t  to  what  has  pafled  will  very  clearly  prove. 
France,  Sir,  began  her  career  by  engaging  that  (he  would  not  in- 
terfere with  the  Govemment  of  any  country.     In  the  words  of  a 
report  nrade  to  the  National  Convention  in  the  year  i  794>  on  the 
diplomatic  principles  which  the  French  Republic  ought  to  adopt : 
**  Her  project  of  aggrandizement  and  of  conqueft  are,  to  refpeft  the 
territory,  the  rights  and  blood  of  a  people.     Her  diplomatic  fyftcm 
is  a  policy  which  fhaU  not  fport  with  oaths,  which  (hall  not  reduce 
the  violation  of  treaties  to  a  habit,  which  refpedts  the  limits  that  na- 
ture has  placed,  the  laws  which  a  people  have  eftabliftied,  and  the 
tranfadions  which  public  faith  has  rendered  facred."— /7iir  Z>€- 
kretf instate  Papers ^  Vol.  11. 

Vol.  IV.       '  Y 
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Sucby  Silr,  wat  the  language  of  the  French  Republican  of  1 794: 
how  does  the  Republican  of  1797  keep  thofe  engagements  ?  He 
keeps  them  by  violating  the  territory  of  every  country  in  which  his 
arms  or  his  arts  could  give  him  an  influence :  he  keeps  them  by 
making  over,  as  a  free  gift  to  a  foreign  power,  by  virtue  of  a  folemn 
treaty,  "  the  territory,  the  rights,  the  blood  of  a  people,"  not  the 
property  of  Fnnce  to  give :  he  keeps  them  by  refufing  to  ratify  the 
mod  folemn  treaties,  which  have  htrherto  been  confidered  as  the 
bafis  of  the  balance  of  European  power  ;  and  he  gives  as  a  reafon  for 
that  refufal,  that  thofe  treaties  were  inconfiftcnt  viith  the  prcfent 
Government  of  France,  avowing  by  that  means  (what  certainly  did 
not  require  fuch  avowal,  for  the  a«^ions  of  France  fpcnk  for  them- 
felves)  that  the  prefent  Government  of  France  exifts  diredtly  in  the 
teeth  of  every  conftitutcd  power  in  Europe: — he  keeps  ihem  by 
opening  his  arms  to  the  diflatisBcd  of  every  country,  and  to  the  dif- 
iatisfied  of  this,  who,  by  aflafllnating  their  Sovereign,  by  annthila- 
lating  their  Parliament,  and  by  overturning  theit  Conftitution,  vcould 
render  themfclves  worthy  of  French  fmtcrnity.  Thus  FraiKe 
keeps  her  engagements.  She  maintains  her  power  by  fitting  quietly 
by,  whilA  her  reprefentatives  arc  fei^ed  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  power 
in  the  feat  of  Government,  in  the  midil  of  their  official  duties,  and 
unheard,  untried,  fcnt  into  bnnilhmcnt.  She  (its  by  whilft  die 
rights  of  eledtion  are  fnatched  from  her  people.  She  (its  by  whilA 
the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  at  once  deftrojcd. 

We  read  the  laft  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
a  petition  from  a  printer  who  is  imprifoned  by  the  Police  for  abu- 
ling  the  War  Miniftcr — I  would  atk,  if  I  Hiw  him  to-night  in  iiis 
place,  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Ticrnc)^),  who  amufed  this 
Houfe  very  much  the  other  night  with  fome  very  trite  obfcrvations 
and  well -conceived  witticifms  on  the  War  Minifter  here,  if  the 
editors  of  thofe  ncwfpapers  \»tu)  the  next  day  retailed  to  the  world 
thofe  wicticifms  and  thofe  obfcrvations,  had  been  taken  up  for  it» 
what  his  opinion  would  have  been  of  that  tranfadion,  and  whether 
he  would  have  conceived  it  to  have  been  an  z&  of  vigour  beyond 
the  law  or  not  ?  Whatever  might  have  been  his  opinion,  fuch  was 
the  fad,  and  fuch  the  boafted  effects  of  French  juftice,  of  French  li- 
berty, and  of  French  equality.  And  yet  with  this  country  wc 
have  negotiated ;  and  again  I  congratulate  the  country  nK)ft  fin* 
•ercly  on  the  event  of  this  negotiation.  With  refpefl  to  the  pro- 
jed  delivered  in  by  Lord  Malmefbury,  I  (ball  not  enter  into  the 
difcuiTion  of  it :  there  are  fo  many  in  this  Houfe  much  nnore  capa* 
ble  than  myfclf  to  difcufs  it,  that  I  will  leave  it  to  them,  and  wave 
it ;  but  ttiis  I  will  iayi  that  if  that  peace  bad  been  concluded,  what- 
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ever  might  have  been  its  objedy  whatever  might;  have  been  its 
termsi  it  could  not  have  remained  valid  for  an  inftant ;  ^nd  I  defy 
my  right  honourable  kinfman;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to 
deny  that  whatever  peace  might  have  been  made  on  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember, would  not  have  been  broken  on  the  4th.      How  much  bet- ' 
tcr,  Sir,  is  our  (kuation  now— We  know  our  danger^-we  know  our 
reiburces  are  equal  to  it,  and  what  is  better,  we  know  the  fpirit  of 
the  country  to  be  fuch  as  to  give  thofe  refources  their  proper  force 
and  their  foil  power  of  adtion.     Not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  any  longer — The  broad  bafls  and  the  principles  on  which  I 
go  are,  that  whilft  the  Government  of  France  (of  whatever  nature 
that  Government  may  be),  remains  in  this  unfettled  (hte,  I  objeA 
to  the  idea  of  negotiating  in.toto ;  but  I  applaud  and  approve  of 
thofc  meafures  which  have  been  taken  when  we  were  in  the  fcrape, 
to  extrkrate  us  from  it,   I  have  every  apology  to  make  to  the  Houfe, 
for  taking  up  fo  much  of  its  time  ;  but  called  upon  as  I   am  by  a 
large  county,  to  fupport  its  inrerefts,  and  from  my  conne£lions  and 
iituation,  having  every  thing  to  rifque  in  the  conreft  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  I  (hould  have   thought  myfelf  wrong  if  I  had  not  ftated 
my  (pinions.     I  pmmifed  my. conftituents  when  thoy  eledied  me,* 
that  my  vote  (hould  be  that  of  an  independent  and  an  unbiafled 
mind.     Whatever  may  be  my  connections  of  blood,  whatever  may 
be  my  conne<9ions  of  partiality,   I  (land   forward,   neither  blindly 
bowing  to  the  didlates  of  any  Miniiler,  rK)r  do  I  infult  the  Houfe 
by  telling  them  that  I  have  a  general  retainer  for  the  fcflion,  to  ob- 
jcft  to  every  thing  which  Minifters  may  bring  forward.      I  (land 
forward  a  plain   independent  country  gentleman,  profefling  thofe 
principles  which  I  think  bed  become  at  this  moment  a  Member  of 
this  Houfe  ;  and  to  the  indulgence  of  this  Houfe  I  commit  myfelf* 
With  rcfpedl  to  the  amendment,  I  decidedly  oppofe  it.     The  ho- 
nourable Baronet  who  brings  it  f()rward,  a(rerts  every  thing,  and 
proves  nothing  ;  and  I  think  that  if  it  palfes  this  Houfe,  the  coun- 
try will  be  funk  to  a  lower  pitch  of  degradation  than  ever. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows  :— 
Sir,  having  come  to  this  Houfe  with  the  firm  perfuafion,  that 
there  never  exifted  an  occafion,  when  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  this  Houfe  might  be  more  juftly  expedcd  than  on  a  pro- 
pofal,  to  agree  in  the  fentiments  contained  in  the  addrcfs  which  has 
been  read,  I  muft  confefs  myfelf  confiderably  difappointed,  in  ibme 
degree,  even  by  the  fpeech  of  my  noble  relation,  (much  as  I  rejoice 
in  the  teftimony  which  he  has  given  of.  his  talents  and  abilities,) 
and  ftill  more  by  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  Bacooet^  and  by  the 
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acnendnrent  which  he  has  moved.      I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble 
Lord  ill  the  extent  to  which  he  has  ftatcd  his  fentinncnts,   that  wc 
ought  to  rejoice  that  peace  was  not  made ;  much  lefs,  Sir,  can  I 
feel  dcfirous  to  accept,  on  the  part  of  myfclf  or  my  colleagues, 
either  from  my  noble  kinfman,  or  any  other  pcrfon,  the  approbation 
which  he  was  pleafed  to  exprefs,  of  the  manner  in  which  we  have 
concluded  the  negotiation — ff^e  have  not  concluded  the  negotiation — 
the  negotiation  has  been  concluded  by  others  ;  we  have   not  been 
fuifered  to  continue  it;  our  claim  to  merit,  if  we  have   any,  our 
claim  to  the  approbation  of  our  country  is,  that  wc  perfiftcd  in 
every  attempt  to  conduftthat  negotiation  to  a  pacific  termination,  as 
long  as  our  enemies  left  us  not  the  profpedt  but  the  chance  or  pofli- 
bility  of  doing  fo,  confident  with  our  honour,  our  dignity,  and  our 
f^fety.     We  lament  and  deplore  the  difappointment  of  the  finccrc 
wifhes  which  wc  felt,  and  of  the  eameft  endeavours  which  wc  em- 
ployed ;  yet  we  arc  far  from  fufltring  thofe  fentimenrs  to  induce  us 
to  adopt  the  unmanly  line  of  condud  that  has  been  recommended 
by  the  honourable  Baronet ;  this  is  not  the  moment  to  dwell  only 
on  our  difappointment,  to  fupprefs  our  indignation,  or  to  let  our 
cpurage,  our  conftancy,  and  our  determination,  be  buried  in  the  cx- 
preflions  of  unmanly  fear,  or  unavailing  regret.     Between  thefc 
two  extremes,  it  is,  that  I  truft  our  condud^  is  direflcd  ;  and  in  call- 
ing upon  the  Houfe  to  join  in  fcntiments  between  thofe  extremes,  I 
do  truft,  that  if  we  cannot  have  the  unanimous  opinion,  we  (hall 
have  the  general  and  ready  concurrence  both   of  the  Houfe  and  of 
the  Country. 

Sir,  before  I  trouble  the  Hoofe,  which  I  am  not  dcfirous  of  do- 
ing at  length,  with  a  few  points  which  I  wi(h  to  recapitulate,  let 
roe  firft  call  to  your  minds  the  general  nature  of  the  amendment 
which  the  honourable  Baronet  has,  under  thcfe  circumftances, 
thought  fit  to  propofe,  and  the  general  nature  of  the  obfervaiions  by 
which  he  introduced  it ;  he  began  with  deploring  the  calamities  of 
war,  on  the  general  topic,  that  all  war  is  calamitous.  Do  I  objcd 
to  this  fentiment  ?  No  ;  but  is  it  our  bufincfs  at  a  moment  when 
we  feel  that  the  continuance  of  that  war  is  owing  to  the  animofity, 
the  implacable  animofity  of  our  enemy,  to  the  inveterate  and  mfa- 
tiable  ambition  of  the  pj-efent  frantic  Government  of  France,  not 
^  of  the  people  of  France,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  unjuftly  ftatcd 
k ;  is  it  our  bufincfs  at  that  moment  to  content  ourfelves  with 
merely  lamenting  in  common-place  terms  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
forgetting  that  it,  is  part  of  the  doty  which,  as  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  wc  owe  to  our  Govcroment  and  oar  G>un€ry,  ta  flislte  that 
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thecontinoanceof  thofe  erils  upon  ourfelves,  and  \xpotk  FniTxretoo, 
is  the  fruit  only  of  the  condu6^  of  the  enemy,  that  it  is  to  be  imputed 
to  them,  and  not  to  us. 

Sir,  the  papers  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  have  - 
been  in  every  gentleman's  hand,  and  on  the  materials  which  they 
fiirnifti  we  muft  be  prepared  to  decide.      Can  there  be  a  doubr,  that' 
all  the  evils  of  war,   whatever  may  be  their  confequences,  are  to  be 
imputed  folely  to  His  Majefty's  enemies?    Is  there  any  man  here* 
prepared  to  deny,  that  the  delay  in  every  ftagc  of  the  negotiation, 
and  its  final  rupture,  are  proved  to  be  owing  to  the  evafive  condu6^y 
the  unwarrantable  pretentions,  the  inordinate  ambition,  and  the  im- 
placable animolity  of  the  enemy  t     I  will  shortly  (hte  what  are  the 
points,  though  it  is  hardly  necefTary  that  I  (hould  ftate  them,  for 
they  fpeak  loudly  for  themfclvcs,  on  which  I  would  reft  that  propo- 
fition  ;  but  if  there  is  any  man  who  doubts  it,  k  it  the  honourable 
Baronet?   Is  it  he  who  makes  this  amendment,   leaving  out  every 
thing  that  is  honourable  to  the  chara£ler  of  his  own  country,  and 
feeming  to  court  fome  new  complaifance  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Dire<3ory?     The  honourable  Baronet,   who,  as   ftx)n  as   he  has 
flated  the  nature  of  his  amendment,  makes  the  firft  part  of  hia 
fpeech  a  charge  againft  His  Majefty's  Minifters  ;  for  even  hailing 
commenced  the  negotiation  in  the  manner,  and  i^der  the  circum- 
_  ftances  in  which  they  did  commence  it — who  makes  his  next  charge- 
their  having  perfevered  in  it,  when  violations  of  form  and  pradice 
were  infifted  upon  in  the  earlieft  ftage  of  it  r    Does  he  difoover  that 
the  French  Government,  whom  we  have  accufed  with  infincerity, 
have  been  (incere  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  negotiation  ? 
Or,  after  having  accufed  His  Majcfty's  Minifters  for  commencing 
and  perfevering  in  it,  is  the  honourable  Baronet  fo  afraid  of  being 
mifconftrued  into  an  idea  of  animofity  againft  the  people  of  France, 
that  he  muft  difguife  the  truth,  muft  do  injuftice  to  the  charadler 
and  caufeof  his  own  country,  and  leave  unexplained  the  caufe  of  the 
continuance  of  this  great  conteft  f      Let  us  be  prepared  to  probe 
that  queftion  to  the  bottom,  to  form  our  opinion  upon  it,  and  to  ren- 
der our  condudt  conformable  to  that  opinion.     This,  I  conceive,  to 
be  a  manly  condu6^,  and,  efpecially  at  fuch  a  moment,  to  be  the  in- 
difpenfable  duty  of  the  Houfe.     But  let  not  the  honourable  Baronet 
imagine  there  1s  any  gmund  for  his  apprehenfion,  that  by  adopting 
the  language  of  the  addrefs,  which  afcribes  the  continuance  of  the 
war  to  the  ambition  of  the  enemy,  we  ftiall  declare  a  fyftem  of  end- 
lefs  animofity  between  the  nations  of  Great  Britain  and  France  ;  I 
fiiy  direAly  tlie  contrary :  he  who  fcruples  to  declare,   that  in  tho 
pre&fit  moment  the  Government  of  France  are  acting  as  much  in 
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ccmtncIiAion  to  the  known  ivifhes  of  the  French  nation,  as  to  the 
juft  pretenfions  and  anxious  wilhea  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain—- 
he  who  fcrupies  to  declare  thrm  the  authors  of  this  calamity,  de- 
prives us  of  the  confolatory  hope  which  we  are  inclined  to  cherilh, 
of  (omc  future  change  of  circumuanoes  more,  favourable  to  our 
wiAies. 

It  is  a  melancholy  fpe6!acle,  imiecdy  to  fee  in  any  country,  and 
on  the  ruin  of  any  pretence  of  liberty,  however  nominal,  (hallow,  or 
delufive,  a  fyltem  of  tyranny  ercdled,  the  mod  galling,  the  nioft 
horrible,  (he  moft  undifguifcd  iaall  its  parts  and  attributes  that  has 
ftained  the  page  of  hifrory,  or  dtfgraced  the  annals  T>f  the  world  ; 
but  it  would  be  much  more  unlbrtunatjr,  if  when  we  fee  that  the 
lame  caufe  carries  defolation  through  France,  which  extends  difquiet 
and  fermentation  thmugh  Europe  ;  it  would  be  worfe,  indeed,  if  we 
attributed  to  the  nation  of  France  that  which  is  to  be  attributed  only 
to  the  uuwarranted  and  ufurpcd  authority  which  involves  them  in 
mtfery,  and  would^  if  unrciifted,  involve  Europe  with  them  in  one 
comnnon  ruin  and  diftrudion.     Do  we  Aatc  this  to  be  animofity 
on  ihe  part  of  the  people  of  France  r     Do  we  flate  this  in  order  to 
rai(e  up  an  implacable  (pirit  of  animofity  againft  that  country } 
Where  is  one  word  to  that  efkA  in  the  Declaration  to  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  has  alluded  ?     He  complains  much  of  diis 
Declaration,  becaufe  it  tends  to  pepetuate  animofity  between  two 
nations  which  one  day  or  other  mu(l  be  at  peace— -God  grant  that 
day  may  be  foon !    But  what  does  that   Declaration  cxprefs  upon 
the  fubjefi  ?    Does  it  exprefs,  that  becaufe  the  pr^fent  exifling  Go- 
vernment of  France  has  a£ted  as  it  has  a£ied,  we  forego  the  wt(h 
or  renounce  the  hope  that  fome  new  fituatiun  may  lead  to  happier 
confequences  ?    On  the  contrary.  His  Majcfty's  language  is  dif- 
tindlly  this  :  *i  While  this  determination  continues  to  prevail  on  the 
'*  part  of  his  enemies,  His  Majcfiy's  earrieft  wifhes  and  endeavoun 
**  to  rcftore  peace  to  his  fubjcfls  muft  be  froitkfs  ;  but  hii  fenti- 
*^  ments  remain  unaltered;  he  looks  with  anxious  cxpe£lation  to 
''  the  moment  when  the  Government  of  France  may  (hew  a  tem- 
'*  per  and  fpirit  in  any  degree  corrcfponding  with  his  own."  I  wiih 
to  know  whether  words  can   be  found  in  the  Engliih  language 
which  more  cxprcfsly  fiatc  the  contrary  fentiment  to  ^at  whidi  the 
honourable   Baronet  imputes  ;    they  not  only  difclaim   animofity 
againO  the  people  of  France  in  confequence  of  the  conduA  of  its 
rulers,  but>do  not  go  the  length  of  declaring,  that  after  all  this  pro- 
vocation, even  with  the  prefent  rulers,  all  treaty  is  impraAicable. 
Whether  it  is  probable,  that  ading  on  the  principles  upon  which 
they  have  acijuircJ   their  power^  and  while  that  power  contiuucsi 
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thef  will  llftcn  to  any  fyftem  of  moderadon  or  jufHce  at  home  or 
abroady  it  is  not  now  neceflary  to  difcufs ;  but  for  one,  J  defire  to 
exprefs  my  cordial  concurrence  in  the  fcntiment,  fo  pointedly  ex- 
prefled  in  that  paifagc  of  the  declaration  in  which  His  Majefty, 
norwichihnding  all  the  provocation  he  has  received^  and  even  after 
the  refent  fucceifes,  vihich  by  the  blefling  of  Providence  have  at- 
tended his  arms,  declares  his  readinefs  to  adhere  to  the  fame  mode« 
rate  terms  and  principles  which  he  propofed  at  the  time  of  our 
greateft  difficulties,  and  to  conclude  peace  on  that  ground^  if  i^can 
ow  be  obtainedi  even  with  this  very  Government. 

I  am  fenfible,  that  while  I  am  endeavouring  to  vindicate  His 
MajeAy's  fervants  againft  the  charges  of  the  honourable  Baronet, 
which  are  fufficiently,  however,  refuted  by  the  early  part  of  bis  own 
fpeech,  I  am  incurring,  in  fome.degree,  the  cenfure  of  the  noble 
Lord  to  whom  I  before  alluded.  According  to  his  principles  and 
opinions,  and  of  fonK  few  others  in  this  country,  it  is  matter  of 
charge  againft  us  that  we  even  harbour  in  our  minds  at  this  mo« 
ment,  a  -wilh  to  conclude  peace  upon  the  terms  which  we  think 
admiiTible  with  the  prefent  rulers  of  France.  I  am  not  one 
of  thofe  who  can  or  will  join  in  that  fentlment.  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  repeating  what  I  ftated  before,  that  in  their  pre- 
fent fpirit,  s^ter  what  they  have  faid,  and  ftill  more,  after  what 
they  have  done,  I  can  enteruin  little  hope  of  fo  delirable  an  event. 
I  have  no  hefitation  in  avowing,  for  it  would  be  idlenefs  and  hy^- 
pocrify  (o  conceal  it,  that  for  the  fake  of  mankind  in  general,  and 
to  gratify  ibofe  fentiments  which  can  never  be  eradicated  from  the 
human  heart,  I  fhould  fee  with  plcafure  and  fatisfaSion  the  termi- 
lution  of  a  Government  whofe  condud),  and  whofe  origin  is  fuch  as 
we  have  feen  that  of  the  Government  of  France  ;  but  that  is  not 
the  cbjtA — that  ought  not  to  be  the  principle  of  the  war,  whatever 
widi  I  may  entertain  in  my  own  heart ;  and  whatever  opinion  I  may 
think  it  fair  or  manly  to  avow,  I  have  no  difficuhy  in  dating,  that 
violent  and  odious  as  is  the  character  of  that  Government,  I  verily 
believe,  in  the  prefent  (late  of  Europe,  that  if  we  are  not  wanting 
to  ourfelves,  if,  by  the  blefling  of  Providence,  our  perfeverance,  and 
our  refources,  (hould  enable  us  to  make  peace  with  France  upon 
terms  in  which  we  taint  not  our  character,  iii  which  we  do  not 
abandon  the  fources  of  our  wealth,  the  means  of  our  flrength,  the 
defence  of  what  we  already  poflTefs  ;  if  we  maintain  our  equal  pre- 
tcnlions,  and  aflcrt  that  rank  which  we  arc  entided  to  hold  among 
nations,  the  moment  peace  can  be  obtained  on  fuch  terms,  be  the 
form  of  government  in  France  what  it  may,  peace  is  defirable, 
peace  is  then  anxioufly  to  be  fought ;  but  unlefs'  it  is  attained  on 
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Ifijch  terms,  there  as  no  extremity  of 'war,  there  is  no  extremity  of 
'honourable  cohtef^,  that  is  not  preferable  to  the  name  and  prcteiKc 
nbf  peace,  wl>tch  muft  be  in  reality  a  difgraceful  capitulation,  a  bafe, 
•an  abjeS  furrender  of  every  thing  that  conAitutes  the  pride,  the 
iafety,  arid  happinefs  of  England. 

Thcfc,  Sir,  are  the  fentimcnts  of  my  mind  on  this  leading  poirrt, 
and  with  thefc  fcntiments  I  (hape  my  condud  between  the  contend- 
ing opinions  of  the  noble   Lord   and  of  the  honourable  Baronet ; 
but   there   is    one    obfervation   on    the    honourable    baronet    on 
which  I  muft  now  more  particularly  remark — He  has   difcovcrcd 
•that  we  ftate  the  Direflory  of  France  to  have  been  all  along  infin- 
xere,  and  yet  take  merit  for  having  Qomroenccd  a  negotiation,  which 
*%re  ought  never  to  have  commenced  without  being  perfuaded  of 
tficir  fincerity.     This  fuppofed  contradiflion  requires  but  a   few 
•words  to  explain  it.     I  believe  that  thofc  who  conftitutethc  prejmt 
Government  of  France  never  were  fincerc  for  a  moment  in  the  ne- 
gotiation r  fix)m  all  the  information  I  have  obtaihed,  and  from  every 
conjedure  I  could  form,  I  for  one  never  was  fo  duped  as  to  believe 
•them  fincere  ;-but  I  did  believe,  and  I  thought  I  knew,  diat  there 
'was  a  general  prevailing  wi(h  for  peace,  and  a  predominant  fehfe  of 
its  neceffity  growing  and  confirming  iifelf  in  France,  and  founded 
on  the  moft  obvious  and  moft  prefllng  motives.     I  did  fee  a  fpirit 
of  reviving  moderation  gradually  gaining  ground,  and  opening  a 
way  to  the  happieft  alterations  in  the  general  fyftcm  of  that  country: 
I  did  believe  that  the  violence  of  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment which,  by  the  late  ftrangc  Revolution  of  France,  unhap- 
pily for  France  itfelf  and  for  the  world,  has  gained  the  afcendancy, 
would  have  been  reftrained  within  fome   bounds  \  that  ambition 
muft  give  way  to  reafon  ;  that  even  phrcnzy  itfelf  muft  be  con- 
troled  and   governed  by  neceflity.     Thefe  were  the  hopes  and  cx- 
pefiations  I  entertained.     I  did,   notwithftanding,  feel,  that  even 
-from  the  outfet,   and  in  every  ftep  of  that  negotiation,  thofe  who 
happily  had  not  yet  the  full  power  to  cut  it  (hort  in  the  beginning, 
who  dared  not  truft  the  public  eye  with  the  whole  of  their  deiigns, 
-who  could  not  avow  all  their  principles,   unfortunately,  nevenhe- 
Icfe,  did  retain  from  the  beginning  power  enough  to  control  thofc 
who  had  a  better  difpofition,  to  mix  in  every  part  of  the  negotia- 
tion, which  they  could  not  then  abruptly  break  off,  whatever  could 
impede,  cmbarrafs,  and  perplex,  in  order  to  throw  upon  us,  if  pof- 
iible,  the  odium  of  its  failure. 

Sir,  the  fyftem  of  France  is  explained  by  the  very  objefiions  that 
wrc  made  againft  our  condudt.  The  violent  party  could  not,  as  I 
'^vtiiktcd,  at  once  break  off  the  treaty  on  their  part,  but  they  wUhed 
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CO  drive  England  to  the  rupture  ;  they  had  not  flicngth  enough  to 
rcjedl  all  negotiationi  they  had  ftrcngth  enough  to  mix  in  every  ftep 
thofe  degradations  and  infults,  thofe  inconfiftent  and  unwarranted 
pretenltons  in  points  even  of  fubordinate  importance,  which  reduced 
Miniftersto  that  opinion  which  I  have  defcribed ;  but  which  they 
decided  in  a  way  that  has  cxpofed  them  to  xht  cenfure  of  the  ho* 
nourable  Baronet ;  they  chofe  rather  to  incur  the  blame  of  facri- 
'ficing  pun£)ilios   (at  fome  times  eflential}  rather  than  afford  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  evading  this  plain  qucftion-^Is  there  any 
ground,  and,  if  any,  what,  upon  which  you  are  ready  to  conclude  i 
To  that  point  it  was  our  duty  to  drive  them  ;  we  have  driven  them 
to  chat  point ;  they  would  tell  us  no  terms,  however  exorbitant  and 
unwarrantable,   upon  which  they  would  be  teady  to  make  peace. 
What    would   have  been  the  honograble  Baronet's  expedient  to 
avoid  this  embarraflment  ?   It  would  have  been,  as  he  has  this  day 
informed  us,  an  addrefs  which  he  had  thought  of  moving  in  the 
laft  fellion,  and  which,  indeed,  I  ihould  have  been  lefs  furprifed  had 
he  moved,  than  if  the  Houfe  had  concurred  in  it ;  he  would  have 
moved  that  no  projet  (hould  be  given  in  till  the  enemy  were  prepared 
to  prcfent  a  contre  projet ;  if  it  was  a  great  misfortune  that  that  ad- 
drefs was  not  moved,  I  am  afraid  fome  of  the  guilt  belongs  to  me, 
becaufe  the  honourable  Baronet  did  fugged  fuch  an  idea  ;  and  I  did 
with  great  fmcerity  and  frankncfs  tell  him,  that  if  he  was  really  a 
friend  to  peace,  there  was  no  motion  he  could  make  fo  little  calcu- 
lated to  promote  that  objciA  ;  and  I  did  prevail  upon  the  honourable 
Baronet  to  give  up  the  intention.      If  I  am  right  in  the  fuppofltion 
I  have  (hted  ;  if  I  am  right  in  thinking  that  our  great  objed  was 
to  prefs  France  to  this  point,  and  to  put  the  qucflion — if  you  have 
any  terms  to  offer,  what  are  they? — was  tlKre  any  one  way  by 
which  we  could  make  it  fo  difficult  for  them  to  retain  any  pretence 
of  a  defire  of  peace,  as  to  fpeak  out  ourfelvcs,  and  call  upon  them 
either  for  agreement,  or  for  modiBcation,  or  fbr  fome  other  plan  i(i 
their  turn  \     By  not  adopting  the  honourable  Baronet's  plan,  we 
have  put  the  queflion  beyond  difputp,  whether  peace  was  attainable 
at  laft,  and  whether  our  advances  would  or  would  not  be  met  on 
Che  part  of  France ;  and  I  (hall,  to  the  lateft  hour  of  my  life,  re- 
joice that  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  place  this  queftion  in  the 
light  which  defies  the  powers  of  mifrcprefcntation,  in  which  no  man 
can  attempt  to  perplex  it,  and  in  which  it  prcfcnts  itfelf  this  day  fgr 
the  deciSon  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  Nation,  and  calU  upon  every 
individual  who  has  at  flake  the  public  happinefs  and  his  own,  to 
Vol.  IV.^  Z 
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dctcrmint  for  himfelf,  whether    this  is  or  is  not  a  crifis  which  re- 
quires his  beft  exertions  in  the  defence  of  his  country. 

To  (hew  which,   1    (hall  now  proceed,  notwichftanding  the  re- 
proach which   has  been  thrown  on  our  line  of  conduct,  to  (hew  the 
fyftcm  even  of  obdinate  forbearance,    with   which  wc  endeavoured 
to  overcome  preliminary  difficulties,  the  determined  refolution  on 
our  part  to  overlook  all  minor  obftacles,  and  to  come  to  the  real 
cflcnce  of  difculTion  upon  rtie  terms  of  peace.     To  (hew  this,  it  is 
not  necelfar)'  to  do  more  than  to  call  to  the  recollection  of  the  Houic 
the  leading  parts  of  the  Declaration  of  His  Majcity — I  mean  to 
leave  that  part  of  the  fubjedl  alfo  without  the  poflibility  of  doubt,  or 
difference  of  opinion.      It  is  certainly  true,  that,  even  previous  to 
any  of  the  circumf^ances  that  related   to  the  preliminary  forms  of 
the  negotiation,  the  prior  conduct  of  France  had  offered  to  any 
Government  that  was  not  finccrely  and  moft  anxioufly  bent  upcMi 
peace,  fufficient  ground  for  the  continuance  of  hoftilities  ;  it  is  true 
that,  in   the  former  negotiation  at  Paris,   Lord  Malmefbury  was 
finally  fcnt  away,  not  upon  a  queftion  of  terms  of  peace,  not  upon 
a  queftion   of  the  ceffion  of  Europerfh  or  Colonial  poffeffions,  but 
upon  the   haughty  demand  of  a  previous  preliminary,  which  (hould 
give  up  every  thing  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  and  which  Ihould  leave 
them  afterwards  every  thing  to  afk,  or  rather  to  require.     It  is  true 
it  clofed  in  nearly  the  fame  infulting  manner  as  the  fecond  miffion; 
it  is  true,  too,  that,  fubfequent  to  that  period,  in  the  preliminaries 
concluded  between  the  Emperor  and  France,  it  was  agreed  to  in- 
vite the  allies  of  each  party  to  a  congrefs,  which,  however,  was 
never  carried   into  execution.      It  was  under  thefe  circumftanccs 
that  His  Majefty,  in  the  earncft  defire  of  availing  himfelf  of  that 
fpirit  of  moderation  which  had  begun  to  (hew  itfelf  in  France,  de- 
termined to  renew  thofe  propofals  which  had  been  before  (lighted 
and  rejcfled  ;  but  when  this  ftep  was  taken,  what  was  the  condud 
of  thofc  who  have  gained  the  afcendancy  in  France  ?     On  the  firft 
application  to  know  on  wliat  ground  they  were  difpofed  to  negotiate, 
wantonly,  as  will  be  fliown  by  the  fequel,  and  for  no  purpofe  but  to 
prevent  even  the  opening  of  the  conferences,  they  infifted  upon  a 
mode  of  negotiation  very  contrary  to  general  ufage  and  convenience, 
contrary  to  the  mode  in  which  they  had  terminated  war  with  any  of 
the  Belligerent  Powers,  and  diredlly  contrary  to  any  mode  which 
they  themfelves  afterwards  perfiftcd  in  following  in  this  very  negoti- 
ation with  us.     They  began  by  faying,  they  would  receive  no  pro- 
pofals for  preliminaries,  but  that  conferences  ihould  be  held  for  the 
'  pi]rix)fe  of  concluding  at  once  a  definitive  treaty. 
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,  His  Majedy's  anrwer  was,  that  it  was  his  deiire  to  adopt  that 
Tnode  only  which  was  mod  likely  to  accelerate  the  objedt  in  view, 
and  the  powers  of  his  Plenipotentiary  would  apply  to  either  objcfl, 
cither  preliminary  or  definitive.  They  appeared  content  with  his 
anfwer  :  but  what  was  the  next  ftcp  ?  In  the  fimple  form  of  grant- 
ing a  paflfport  for  the  Miniftcr,  at  the  moment  they  were  faying  they 
prefeired  a  definitive  peace,  becaufc  it  was  the  moft  expeditious  ;  in 
that/Vcry  palTport,  which  in  a^  former  times  has  only  defcribed  the 
charader  of  the  Minifler,  without  entering  into  any  thing  relating  to 
the  terms  or  mode  of  negotiating,  they  infert  a  condition  relative  to 
his  powers,  and  that  inconfident  with  what  His  Majefty  had  ex- 
plained to  be  the  nature  of  the  powers^  he  had  intended  to  give,  and 
with  which  they  had  apparently  been  fatisfied  ;  they  made  it  a  paflf- 
port not  for  a  Minifter  coming  to  conclude  peace  generally,  but  ap- 
plicable only  to  a  definitive  and  feparate  peace. 

This  proceeding  was  in  itfelf  liable  to  the  moft  obvious  objec- 
tion ;  but  it  is  more  important,  as  an  indance  to  (how  how,  in  the 
iimpleft  part  of  the  tranfa(3ion,  the  untradiable  fpirit  of  France  dif- 
covered  itfelf  ;  it  throws  light  upon  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  tranf- 
adiion,  and  (hews  the  inconfiftcncies  and  contradidiions  of  their  fuc- 
cdfivc  pretentions.  As  to  the  condition  then  made  in  the  paiTport 
for  the  firfl  time,  that  the  negotiation  (hould  be  for  a  feparate  peace^ 
His  Majefty  declared  that  he  had  no  choice  between  a  definitive  and 
a  preliminary  treaty,  but  as  to  a  feparate  peace,  his  honour  and  good 
faith,  with  regard  to  his  ally  the  Q^jeen  of  Portugal,  would  not  per- 
mit it :  he  therefore  f^ated  his  unalterable  determination  to  agree  to 
no  treaty  in  which  Portugal  (hould  not  be  included,  cxprefTing  at 
the  fame  time,  his  readincfs  that  France  (hould  treat  on  the  part  of 
Holland  and  Spain. 

On  this  occafion,  the  good  i^ith  of  this  country  prevailed  ;  the 
fyflem  of  violence  and  defpotifm  was  not  then  ripe,  and  therefore 
His  Majcfty's  demand  to  treat  for  Portugal  was  acquiefced  in  by 
the  Dircftory.  They,  at  the  fame  time,  undertook  to  treat  on 
their  part  for  their  allies,  Holland  and  Spain,  as  well  as  for  them* 
felves,  though  in  the  fubfequent  courfe  of  the  negotiation  they  pre- 
tended to  be  without  fufficient  power  to  treat  for  either. 

I  mu(t  here  entreat  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  next  circum- 
fiance  which  occurred.  When  the  ^firmnefs  of  His  Majefty,  his 
anxious  and  Sincere  deiire  to  terminate  the  horrors  of  war,  and  his 
uniform  moderation  overcame  the  violence  and  defeated  the  defigns 
of  the  Members  of  the  Executive  Government  of  France,  they  had 
recourfe  to  another  expedient— the  moft  abfurd,  as  well  as  the  moft 
iinjuftifiable:  they  adverted  to  the  rupture  of  the  former  negotiation^ 
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as  if  that  rupture  was  to  be  im{>uted  to  His  Majefty— and  this  iiv 
finuation  was  accompanied  with  a  perfonal  refle^on  upon  the 
Minifter  who  was  fcnt  by  His  Majefly  to  treat  on  the  part  of 
this  country.  His  Majedy,  looking  anxioufly  as  he  did  to 
the  concluflon  of  peace,  difdaincd  to  reply  oAerwife,  than  by  obfcr- 
ving,  that  this  was  not  a  fit  topic  to  be  agitated  at  the  moment  of 
renewing  a  negotiation,  and  that  the  circumOances  of  the  tranfac* 
tion  were  well  enough  known  to  Europe  and  to  the  world.  And 
the  refult  of  this  negotiation  has  confirmed  what  the  former  had 
fufficiently  proved,  that  His  Majedy  could  not  have  fele<Sled,  in  the 
ample  field  of  talents  which  his  dominions  fumifh,  any  perfon  bct> 
ter  qualified  to  do  jullice  to  his  (incere  and  benevolent  defircy  to 
promote  the  reOoration  of  peace,  and  his  firm  and  unalterable  de- 
termination  to  maintain  the  dignity  and  honour  of  hb  kingdoms. 
'  In  fpite  of  thefe  obftacles,  and  others  more  minute,  the  Britifh 
Plenipotentiary  at  length  arrived  atLifle;  the  full  powers  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  rcfpeflive  Governments,  and  were  found  unexception- 
able, though  the  fuppofed  defe£t  of  thefe  full  powers  is  three  months 
after  alledged  as  a  caufe  for  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation ;  and 
what  is  more  remarkable,  it  did  fo  happen,  that  the  French  full 
powers  were  on  the  face  of  them,  much  more  limited  than  ours, 
for  they  only  enabled  the  CommifTioncrs  of  the  Direftory  to  a^ 
according  to  the  inftruflions  they  were  to  receive  from  time  to 
time.  On  this  point  it  is  not  necefTary  now  to  dwell,  but  I  defire 
the  Houfe  to  treafure  it  in  their  memory,  when  we  come  to  the 
queflion  of  pretence  for  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation. 

Then,  Sir,  I  come  to  the  point  in  which  wc  have  incurred  the 
cenfure  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  for  delivering  in  on  our  part  a 
projcft.  To  his  opinion,.  I  do  not  fubfcribe,  for  the  reafons  that 
I  fbted  before.  But  can  there  be  a  flrongcr  proof  of  His  Majefty's 
lincerity^  than  his  waving  fo  many  points  important  in  thcmfcives, 
rather  than  fufFer  the  negotiation  to  be  broken  off.  What  was  our 
iituation  ?  Wc  were  to  treat  with  a  Government,  that  had  in  the 
outfet  expreflTcd,  that  they  would  treat  only  definitively;  and  from 
every  part  of  their  condufl  which  preceded  the  meeting^of  our  Ple- 
nipotentiary, and  their  CommifTioners,  we  might  have  expeded 
that  they  would  have  been  prepared  to  anfwer  our  project  almoft  in 
twenty-four  hours  after  it  was  delivered.  .  Wc  {\ood  with  refpc£l 
to  France  in  this  predicament,  we  had  nothing  to  aik  of  them  ;  the 
queflion  only  .was,  how  much  we  were  to  give  of  that  which  the 
valo^r  of  His  Majofty's  arms  had  acquired  from  them,  and  from 
'.their'allies.  In  this  fituation,  furely,  we  might  have  expcded,  that, 
befote  we  offered  the  price  of  peace,  they  would  at  Icaii  have  conde- 
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fcended  to  fay  what  were  the  facrifices  which  they  expeded  us  to 
fnake.  But,  Sir,  in  this  fuuatioriy  what  fpecies of  projed  was  it  that 
was  prefcnted  by  His  Majefty's  Minifter  ?  A  projeft  the  moft  dif- 
tin6t,  the  moft  particular,  the  moft  conciliatory  and  moderate,  that 
ever  conftituted  the  firft  words  fpokcn  by  any  negotiator ;  and  yet 
of  this  projeft  what  have  we  heard  in  the  language  of  the  French 
Government  i  What  have  we  fecn  difperfed  through  all  Europe 
by  that  prcfs  in  France  which  knows  no  fentiments  but  what  French 
Policy  diflatcs  ?  What  have  we  fcen  difperfed  by  that  Engliih 
prefs  which  knows  no  other  ufe  of  Englifti  liberty,  but  fcrvilely  to 
retail  and  tranfcribe  French  opinions  ?  We  have  been  told,  that  it 
was  a  projed  that  refufed  to  embrace  the  terms  of  negotiotiop.  Gen- 
tlemen have  read  the  papers — how  does  that  fadl  ftand  ?  In  the  ori- 
ginal project  we  agreed  to  give  up  the  conquefts  we  had  made  from 
France  and  her  allies,  with  certain  exceptions.  For  thofe  excep- 
tions a  blank  was  left,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  France  was  de- 
firous  that  the  exceptions  fhould  be  divided  between  her  and  her 
allies,  or  whether  (he  continued  to  inftft  upon  a  complete  edmpenfa- 
tion,  and  left  England  to  look  for  compenfatton  only  to  her  allies. 
France,  7«alous  as  (he  pretends  to  be  for  her  allies,  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  authorizing  her  Mini fters  to  declare,  that  (he  muft  retain 
every  thing  for  herfelf.  This  blank  was  then  filled  up,  and  it  was 
then  didlindly  ftated,  how  little,  out  of  what  we  had,  wc  demanded 
to  keep  ;  in  on«  fenfe,  it  remains  a  blank  ftill,  we  did  n6t  attempt 
to  preclude  France  from  any  other  mode  of  filling  it  up  ;  but  while 
we  ftated  the  utmoft  extent  of  our  own  views,  we  left  open  to  full 
explanation  whatever  points  the  Government  of  France  could  delirc. 
We  called  upon  them,  and  repeatedly  folicited  them,  to  ftate  fome- 
thing  as  to  the  nature  of  the  terms  which  they  propofed,  if  they  ob- 
je£led  to  ours.  It  was  thus  left  open  to  modification,  alteration,  or 
conceflion  :  but  this  Is  not  the  place,  this  is  ilot  the  time,  in  which 
I  am  to  difcufs,  whether  thofe  terms,  in  all  given  circumftances,  or' 
in  the  circumftances  of  that  moment,  were  or  were  not  the  ultimate 
terms  upon  which  peace  ought  to  be  accepted  or  rejedted ;  if  it  were 
once  brought  to  the  point  when  an  ultimatum  could  be  judged  of, 
I  will  not  argue  whether  fomc  great  conceiTion  might  not  have  been 
made  with  the  certainty  of  peace,  or  whether  the  terms  propofed 
conftituted  an  ofter  of  peace  upon  more  favourable  grounds  for  the 
enemy  than  His  Majefty's  Minifters  could  jutVify.  I  argue  not 
the  one  queftion  or  the  other;  it  would  be  inconiiftcnt  with  the  pub- 
lic iprereft  and  our  duty,  that  we  (hould  here  ftate  or  dlfcufs  it ;  all 
that  I  have  to  difcufs,  is,  whether  the  terms,  upon  the  face  of  them, 
appear  honourable,  open,  frank,  diftindt,  fmccre,  and  a  pledge  of 
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moderation  ;  and  I  leave  it  to  the  good  fcnfc  of  the  Houfc,  whether 
there  can  cxift  a  difference  of  opinion  upon  this  point. 

Sir,  What  was  it  we  offered  to  renounce  to  France  ?  In  onf 
word,  all  that  we  had  taken  from  thcni.  What  did  this  confift  of : 
the  valuable,  and  almoft,  under  all  circumdanccs,  the  impregnable 
idand  of  Martinque,  various  other  Weft- India  poffcffions,  St.  Lu- 
cia, Tobago,  the  French  part  of  St.  Domingo,  the  fcttlemcnts  ot 
Pondicheny  and  Chandernagore  ;  all  the  French  fadories  and 
means  of  Trade  in  the  Eaft- Indies ;  and  the  iflands  of  Saint  Pierre 
and  Miquelon  ;  and  for  if  hat  were  thefe  renunciations  to  be  made  ? 
For  peace,  and  for  peace  only.  And  to  whom  r  To  a  nation 
which  had  obtained  from  His  Majefty*s  dominions  in  Europe  no- 
thing in  the  courfe  of  the  war ,  which  had  never  met  our  flcie^  but 
to  add  to  the  catalogue  of  our  vidtories,  and  to  fwell  the  melan- 
choly lifts  of  their  own  captures  and  defeats.  To  a  power  which 
had  never  feparately  met  tlie  arms  of  this  country  by  land,  but  to 
carry  the  glory  and  prowefs  of  the  Brltifh  name  to  a  higher  pitch, 
and  to  a  country  whofc  commerce  is  unheard  of,  whofc  navy  is  an- 
nihilated, whofe  diftrefs,  confefted  by  themfelves,  (however  it  may 
be  attempted  to  be  diffembled  by  their  pancg}'rifts  in  this  or  any  other 
country,)  is  acknowledged  by  the  fighs  and  groans  of  the  people  of 
France,  and  proved  by  the  expoftulations  and  remonftrances  occa- 
fioned  by  the  violent  meafurcs  of  its  Executive  Govcmment-^fuch 
was  the  fituation  in  which  wc  ftood — -fuch  the  (ituation  of  the  ene- 
my when  we  offered  to  make  thefe  important  conccffions,  as  the 
price  of  peace.  What  was  the  fituation  of  the  allies  of  France  ? 
From  Spain,  who,  frorn  the  moment  fhe  had  deferred  our  caufe  and 
cnlifted  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  only  added  to  the  number  of  our 
conquefts,  and  to  her  own  indelible  difgrace,  we  made  claim  of  one 
idand,  the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  a  claim  not  refting  on  the  mere  naked 
title  of  poffcflion,  to  counterbalance  the  general  European  aggran- 
dizement of  France,  but  as  the  price  of  (bmething  that  wc  had  to 
give  by  making  good  the  title  to  the  Spanish  part  of  Saint  Do- 
mingo, which  Spain  had  ceded  without  right,  and  which  ccflion^ 
tould  not  be  made  without  our  guarantee. 

To  Holland,  having  in  our  hands  the  whole  means  of  their  com- 
merce, the  whole  fource  of  their  wealth,  we  offered  to  return  almoft 
all  that  was  valuable  and  lucrative  to  them,  in  the  mere  confidera- 
tion  of  commerce  ;  we  defired  in  return  to  keep  what  to  themi  in  a 
pecuniary  view,  would  be  only  a  burden,  in  a  political  view  worfc 
than  ufclcfs,  bccaufe  they  had  not  the  means  to  keep  it;  what,  had 
wc  c:n^:f''i  iit,  would  have  been  a  facrifice,  not  to  them,  but  to 
Fj  r  / ; ,     \!i;u  wOuld  iu  future  have  enabled  her  to  carry  on  her 
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plan  of  fubjugation  againft  the  Eaftern  pofleflions  of  Holland  itfelf, 
as  well  as  againft  thofe  of  Great  Britain.  All  that  we  afked,  was 
not  indemnification  for  what  we  had  fufFercd,  but  the  means  of 
preferving  our  own  pofleflionSy  and  the  ftrength  of  our  naval  em- 
pire ;  we  did  this  at  a  time  when  our  enemy  was  feeling  the  pref- 
fure  of  war — and  who  looks  at  the  queftion  of  peace  without  fome 
regard  to  the  relative  fituation  of  the  country  with  which  you  are 
contending  ?  Look  then  at  their  trade  ;  look  at  their  means  ;  look 
at  the  pofture  of  their  afFnirs :  look  at  what  we  hold,  and  at  the 
means  we  have  of  defending  ourfelves,  and  our  enemy  of  refifting 
us,  and  tell  me,  whether  this  oflFer  was  or  was  not  a  proof  of  fin- 
cerity,  and  a  pledge  of  moderation.  Sir,  I  (hould  be  afliamed  of 
arguing  it,  I  confefs ;  I  am  appreheniive  we  may  have  gone  too  far 
in  the  firft  propofals  we  made,  rather  than  (hewn  any  backwardnefs 
in  the  negotiation  ;  but  it  is  unneceflary  to  argue  this  point. 

Our  propofal  was  received  and  allowed  by  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and  tranfmitted  for  the  confideratiop  of  the  Diredory  ; 
months  had  elapfcd  in  fending  couriers  weekly  and  daily  from  Paris 
to  Lide,  and  from  Lifle  to  Paris ;  they  taught  us  to  exped,  from 
time  to  time,  a  coniideration  of  this  fubjedly  and  an  explicit  anfwer 
to  our  projed^.  But  the  firft  attempt  of  the  Diredory  to  negotiate, 
after  having  received  our  projefl,  is  worthy  of  remark;  they  requi- 
red that  we,  whom  they  had  fummoned  to  a  definitive  treaty,  (hould 
ftop  and  difcufs  preliminary  points,  which  were  to  be  fettled  without 
knowing  whether,  when  we  had  agreed  to  them  all,  we  had  advan- 
ced one  inch ;  we  were  to  difcufs,  whether  His  Majefty  would  rc- 
liounce  the  title  of  King  of  France,  a  harmlefs  feather,  at  moft,  in 
the  Crown  of  England  ;  we  were  to  difcufs,  whether  we  would  re- 
ftore  thofe  (hips  taken  at  Toulon,  the  acquifition  of  valour,  and 
which  we  were  entitled  upon  every  ground  to  hold ;  we  were  to  dif- 
cufs, whether  we  would  renounce  the  mortgage  which  we  might 
poiTefs  on  the  Netherlands,  and  which  engaged  much  of  the  hofK)ur- 
able  Baronet's  attention :  but  it  does  fo  happen,  that  wliat  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  confidered  as  fo  important,  was  of  no  importance 
at  all.  For  a  mortgage  on  the  Netherlands,  we  have  none,  and 
confequently  wc;  have  none  to  renounce;  therefore,  upon  that  con- 
dition, which  they  had  no  right  to  aik,  and  wc  had  no  means  of 
granting,  we  told  them  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  that  it  was 
not  worth  talking  about.  - 

The  next  point  which  occurred,  is  of  a  nature  which  is  diffi- 
cult to  dwell  upon  without  indignation :  we  were  wairing  t\\c  fulfil- 
ment of  a  promife  which  had  been  made  repeatedly,  (f\  dtrlivcring 
to  our  Amha(rador  v  c        cr-projed:   when  they  who  ':       defircd 
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us  to  come  for  the  purpofe  of  concluding  a  definitive  treaty,  propofe 
that  we  (hould  fubfcribe  as  zjine  qua  mn  preliminary,  that  we  were 
ready,  in  the  firft  inflance,  to  confcnt  to  give  up  all  that  we  had 
taken,  and  then  to  hear  what  they  had  farther  to  a(k.  Is  it  podi- 
ble  to'fuppofe  that  fuch  a  thing  could  be  liftcned  to  by  any  country 
that  was  not  prepared  to  proftrate  itfelf  at  the  feet  of  France,  and 
in  that  abjed  pofture  to  adore  its  conqueror,  to  folicit  new  infults, 
to  fubmit  to  demands  ftill  more  degrading  and  ignominious,  and  to 
cancel  at  once  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  name?  His  Majefly  had 
no  helitation  in  refufing  to  comply  with  fuch  infolent  and  unwar- 
rantable  demands ;  here  again  the  Houfe  will  fee,  that  the  fpirit  of 
the  violent  part  of  the  French  Government  which  had  the  iniblence 
to  a(fvance  this  propoHtion, ,  had  not  acquired  power  and  ftrength  in 
that  (late  of  the  Negotiation  to  adhere  to  it ;  His  Majefly's  expla- 
nations and  remonilrances  for  a  time  prevailed,  and  an  interval  en- 
fued,  in  which  we  had  a  hope,  that  we  were  advancing  to  a  paci- 
fication. His  Majcfty's  refufal  of  this  demand  was  received  by 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  with  aflurances  of  a  pacific  difpofition, 
was  tranfmitted  to  their  Government,  and  was  feconded  by  a  con-^ 
tinued  and  repeated  repetition  of  promifes,  that  a  counter- projeA 
(hould  be  prefented,  pretending  that  they  were  under  the  ncc^ity 
qf  fending  to  their  allies  an  account  of  what  paiTcd:  and  ths^t  they 
were  endeavouring  to  prevail  on  them  tp  accede  to  propofals  jfor  put- 
ting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war — to  terminate  the  calamities 
of  that  war  into  which  thofe  allies  were  forced,  in  which  they 
were  retained  by  France  alone,  and  in  which  they  purchafed  nothing 
but  facrifices  to  France,  and  mifcry  to  themfclves.  We  were  told, 
indeed,  in  a  conference  that  followed,  that  they  had  obtained  an 
anfwer,  but  that  not  being  fufficicntly  fatisfaflory,  it  was  fcnt  back 
to  be  confidered.'  This  continued,  during  the  whole  period,  until 
that  dreadful  cataftrophe  of  the  4th  of  September;  even  after  that 
event,  the  fame  pretence  was  held  out :  they  peremptorily  promifed 
the  counter- projeft  in  four  days;  the  fame  pacific  profeflions  were 
renewed,  and  our  Minifter  was  nffured,  that  the  change  of  cinrum* 
Aances  in  France  (hould  not  be  a  bar  to  the  pacification.  Such 
was  the  uniform  language  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  in  the  name  of 
the  Gbvcrnment — how  it  is  proved  by  their  anions  I  have  already 
fiated  to  the  Houfe.  Aftcrthis  ferics  of  profeflions,  what  was  the 
firft  ftep  taken  to  goon  with  the  Negotiation  in  this  fpirit  of  conci- 
liation? Sir,  the  firft  ftep  was  to  renew,  as  His  Majefty's  declara- 
tion has  well  ftated,  in  a  (hape  ftill  more  ofi^enfive,  the  fomner  in- 
.admiftiblc  and  rejedled  demand  ;  the  rejedion  of  which  had  been 
ncquiefcLri  in  by  themfclves  two   months  before,  and  duiii^  al 
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which  dme,  we  had  been  impatiently  waiting  for  the  perfbrmance 
of  their  promifes.  That  demand  was  the  iame  that  I  have  already 
dated  in  fubftance,  that  Lord  Malmelbury  ftiould  explain  to  them^ 
not  only  his  powers,  but  alfo  his  inflrudions ;  and  they  aflced  not 
for  the  formal  extent  of  his  power,  which  would  give  folidity  to , 
what  he  might  conclude  in  the  King's  name,  but  they  aflced  an  ir- 
revocable pledge,  that  he  would  confent  to  give  up  all  that  we  had 
taken  from  them  and  from  their  allies,  without  knowing  how  much 
more  they  had  afterwards  to  aik.  It  is  true  they  endeavoured  t^ 
•onvince  Lord  Malmelbury,  that  although  an  avowal  of  bis  inftruc- 
tions  was  demanded,  it  would  never  be  required  that  he  (hould  zGt 
upon  it,  for  there  was  a  great  diiferencc  between  knowing  the  extent 
of  the  powers  of  a  Minifter,  and  infixing  upon  their  exercife. 
And  here  I  would  aflc  the  honourable  Baronet,  whether  he  thinks^ 
if,  in  the  firft  in(huice,  we  had  given  up  all  to  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, they  would  have  given  it  all  back  again  to  us?  Suppof« 
I  was  Ambaffiulor  from  the  French  Diredtory,  and  the  honourable 
Baronet  was  AmbaflEidor  from  Great  Britain,  and  I  were  to  (ay  to 
him,  will  you  give  up  all  you  have  gained?  it  would  only  be  4 
handfome  thing  in  you,  as  an  Englilhman,  and  no  uuigeneroos  uf« 
fhall  be  made  of  it ;  would  the  honourable  Baronet  expeA  me,  at 
a  French  Ambaflador,  to  fay,  I  am  inftru£(ed,  from  the  good  na- 
ture of  the  DireSory,  to  fay,  you  have  ad^ed  handfomely,  an<t 
I  now  return  what  you  have  (b  generoufly  given?  (hould  we  not  be 
called  children  and  drivellers,  if  we  could  a£l  in  this  manner  ?  and 
indeed  the  French  Government  could  be  nothing  but  children  and 
drivellers,  if  they  could  fuppofe  chat  we  (hould  have  acceded  to  fucb 
a  propofol — But  they  are  bound,  it  feems,  by  facred  treaties  ;  thef 
are  bound  by  immutable  laws ;  they  are  fworn  when  they  make 
peace,  to  return  every  thing  to  their  allies,  and  who  (hall  require 
of  France  for  the  fafety  of  Europe,  to  depart  from  its  own  preten» 
(ions  to  hoiK>ur  and  independence  ? 

If  any  perfon  can  really  fuppofe  that  this  country  could  have 
agreed  to  foch  a  propo(icion,  or  that  fuch  a  Negotiation  was  likely 
to  lead  to  a  good  end,  all  I  can  fay  is,  that  with  fuch  a  man  I 
will  not  argue.  I  leave  others  to  imagine  what  was  likely  to  have 
been  the  end  of  a  Negotiation,  in  which  it  was  to  have  heeor  fet* 
tied  as  a  preliminary,  that  you  were  to  give  up  all  that  you  have 
gained ;  and  urtien,  on  the  (ide  of  your  enemy,  not  a  word  wai 
faid  of  what  he  had  to  propofe  afterwards.  They  demand  of  your 
I  Ambafiador  to  (hew  to  them,  not  only  his  powers  but  alfo  his  in- 
ftru^ions,  before  they  explain  a  word  of  theirs ;  and  they  tell  you 
too^  that  yoa  are  never  to  cxpcSt  to  hear  what  their  powers  ucp 
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until  you  (hall  be  ready  to  concede  every  thing  which  the  Dircflonr 
may  think  fit  to  require.  This  is  certainly  the  fubftance  of  what 
they  propofe  ;  and  they  tell  you  alfo,  that  they  arc  to  cany  on  the 
negotiation  from  the  inftruflions  which  their  Plenipotentiaries  arc 
to  receive  froni  time  to  time  from  them.  You  arc  to  have  no 
power  to  inftruft  your  AmbaiTador;  you  are  to  (hew  to  the  enemy 
at  once  all  you  have  in  view,  and  they  will  only  tell  you  fix>m  time 
to  time,  as  to  them  (hall  feem  meet,  what  demands  they  (hall 
make. 

It  was  thus  it  was  attempted,  on  the  part  of  the  French,  to 
commence  the  negotiation. — In  July,  this  demand  was  made  to 
Lord  Malmefbury.  He  (tated,  that  his  powers  were  ample.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  they  went  no  farther  than  to  fay,  that  if  he  had  no 
fuch  pojver  as  what  they  required,  he  (hould  fend  to  England  to 
obtain  it.  To  which  he  replied,  that  he  had  no^,  nor  (hould  he 
have  it  if  he  fent.  In  this  they  acquiefce,  and  attempt  to  amufc 
us  for  two  months.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  Plenipotentiaries 
fay  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  not  what  they  faid  before,  fend  to  Eng- 
land for  pdwer  to  accede  to  propofals  which  you  have  already  rejec- 
ted; but  go  to  England  yourfelf  for  fuch  powers,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain peace. 

Such  was  the  winding  up  of  the  negotiation  ;  fuch  was  the  way 
in  which  the  profpeft  of  peace  has  been  difappointed  by  the  condufl 
of  France  ;  and  I  muft  look  upon  the  difmilTal  of  Lord  Malmef- 
bury as  the  laft  ftage  of  the  negotiation,  becaufe  the  undifguifcd 
infult  by  which  it  was  pretended  to  be  kept  up  for  ten  days  after 
Lord  Malmefbury  was  fent  away,  \\^s  really  below  comment.  You 
fend  him  to  afk  for  thofe  powers  which  you  were  told  he  had  nw, 
iind  in  the  refufalof  which,  you  acquiefced:  you  have  afked,  as  a 
preliminary,  that  which  is  monfirous  and  exorbitant ;  that  preli- 
minary you  were  told  would  not  be  complied  with,  and  yet  the 
performance  of  that  preliminary  you  made  ihc Jine  qua  non  condi- 
tions of  his  return.  Such  was  the  laft  ftep  by  which  the  French 
Government  has  (hewn  that  it  had  feeling  enough  left  to  think  it 
ncceffary  to  fearch  for  fome  pretext  to  colour  its  proceedings ;  bat 
they  are  fuch  proceedings  that  no  pretext  or  artifice  can  cover  them, 
tis  will  appear  more  particularly  from  tht  papers  officially  commu- 
viicated  to  the  Houfe. 

-  But  here' the  fubjed  does  not  reft :  if  we  look  to  the  whole  com- 
'pledion  of  this  tranfadion,  the  duplicity,  the  arrogance,  and  vio- 
lence which  has  appeared  in  the  cour(e  of  the  negotiation,  if  we  take 
•from  thence  our  opinion  of  its  general  refult,  we  (hall  be  juftified 
in  ou/conclufion,  not  that  the  people  of  France,  not  thj^t  Ac  whole 


NoY*  10.]  DEBATES.  179 

Government  ofFrance^  but  that  tha^  part  of  the  Government  which 
had  too  much  influence,  and  has  now  the  whole  afcendancy,  never 
was  GndtTC ;  was  determined  to  accept  of  no  terms  but  fuch  as 
would  make  it  neither  durable  nor  fafe,  fuch  as  could  only  be  ac- 
cepted by  this  country  by  a  furrcndcr  of  all  its  interefts,  and  by  a 
facriBce  of  every  pretenfion  to  the  charafler  of  a  great,  a  powerful, 
or  an  independent  nation. 

This,  Sir,  is  inference  no  longer,  you  have  their  own  open 
avowal ;  you  have  it  fiated  in  the  fubfequent  declaration  of  France  ' 
itfclf,  that  it  is  not  againft  your  commerce,  that  it  is  not  againft  your  ' 
wealth,  it  is  not  againft  your  pofleflions  in  the  Eaft,  or  colonies  in 
the  Weft,  it  is  not  againft  even  the  fource  of  your  maritime  great- 
nefs,  it  is  not  againft  any  of  the  appendages  of  your  empire,  buC 
againft  the  very  eflfence  of  your  liberty,  againft  the  foundation  of 
your  independence,  againft  the  citadel  of  your  happinefs,  againft 
your  Conftitution  itfelf,  that  their  hoftilitics  are  direftcd.  They 
have  themfetves  announced  and  proclaimed  the  propofition,  that 
what  they  mean  to  bring  with  their  invading  army  is  the  genius  of 
their  liberty :  I  defirc  no  other  word  to  exprefs  the  fubverfion  of 
the  Britifh  Conftitution, — and  the  fubftitution  of  the  moft  malig- 
nant and  fatal  contraft,-— and  the  annihilation  of  Britifti  liberty, 
and  the  obliteration  of  every  thing  that  has  rendered  yoii  a  great, 
a  fiouriftiing,  and  a  happy  people. 

This  is  what  is  at  iflfue  ;  for  this  are  we  to  declare  ourfelves  in  a 
manner /that  deprecates  the  rage  which  our  enemy  will  not  diffemble, 
and  which  will  be  little  moved  by  our  entreaty.  Under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  are  we  aftiamed  'vr  afraid  to  declare,  in  a  firm  and 
manly  tone,  our  refolution  to  defend  ourfelves,  or  to  fpeak  the  lan- 
guage of  truth  with  the  energy  that  belongs  to  Engliftimen  united ' 
in  fuch  a  caufe  ?  Sir,  I  do  not  fcruplc  for  one  to  fay,  if  I  knew 
nothing  by  which  I  could  ftate  to  myfelf  a  probability  of  the  contcft 
terminating  in  our  favour,  I  would'maintain  that  the  conteft  with 
its  worft  chances  is  preferable  to  an  acquiefccnce  in  fuch  demands. 

If  I  could  look  at  this  as  a  dry  queftion  of  prudence,  if  I  could 
calculate  i^c  upon  the  mere  grounds  of  intereft,  I  would  fay,  if^c 
love  that  degree  of  national  power  which  is  neceffary  for  thd  inde- 
pendence of  the  country,  and  its  fafety ;  if  we  regard  domeftic  tran- 
quillit}',  if  we  look  at  individual  enjoyment,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  meaneft  among  us,  there  is  not  a  man,  whofe  ftake  is  fo  great 
in  the  country,  that  he  ought  to  hefitatc  a  moment  in  facriBcing 
any  portion  of  it  to  oppofc  the  violence  of  the  enemy  ;  nor  is  there, 
I  truft,  a  man  in  tliis  happy  and  free  nation,  whofe  ftake  is  (b 
fmall,  that  would  not  be  ready  to  facrifice  his  life  in  the  fame  caufe. 

Aa  2 
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f  we  ItxAi  at  it  with  a  view  to  lafetv,  thia  would  be  our  cond 
wit  if  wc  look  at  it  upon  die  principle  of  true  honour,  of  the 
t&er  which  wc  have  to  fupport,  of  the  example  which  wc  hai 
rt  to  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  if  we  view  ri^tly  the  li 
rhich  Providence  has  placed  us,  and  the  contrad  betwecTt  ourfi 
.nd  all  the  other  countries  in  Europe,  gratitude  to  that  Provid 
bould  infpirc  us  to  make  every  effort  in  fuch  a  caufe.  There 
C  danger,  but  on  the  one  tide  there  is  danf^cr  accompanied 
KHWur  i  on  the  other  (tdc,  there  is  danger  with  indelible  ft 
:nd  difgrace;  upon  fuch  an  alternative,  Englilhmcn  will  not 
■te,  I  wifh  to  difguifc  no  part  of  my  femimcnts  upon  the  gro 
ID  which  I  put  the  ilTuc  of  the  conteft.  I  aft,  whether  up  t< 
irinciplcs  1  have  flatcd,  we  are  prepared  to  a£t  ?  having  don 
ay  opinion  is  nut  altered,  my  hopes,  however,  are  animated  I 
he  reflexion  that  the  means  of  our  fafcty  are  iq  our  own  hai 
w  there  never  was  a  period  when  we  had  more  to  encourage 
n  fpite  of  heavy  burdens,  the  radical  flrength  of  the  nntion  r 
hewed  itfelf  more  cotifplcuoua ;  it*  revenue  never  exhibited  gn 
iroofi  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  ;  the  fame  objc^s  which  r.o 
Ute  the  blciTtngs  we  have  to  fight  for,  furnifh  us  with  the  m 
f  continuing  them.  But  !t  is  not  upon  that  point  I  red  it;  t 
I  one  great  rcfouree,  which  I  truft  will  never  abandon  us, 
fhich  has  (hewn  fonh  in  the  Englifh  chara^cr,  by  which  wc  1 
ireTerrcd  our  cxiftcncc  and  fame,  a>  a  nation,  which  I  truf 
lull  be  detcrntincd  never  to  abandon  under  any  extremity,  but  I 
nn  hand  and  heart  in  the  foiemn  pled;;:  that  i%  pmpofcd  to 
nd  declare  to  His  Majcfty,  l/.at  wt  Inew  ^reat  exerlkm  art  u 
^g,  that  uw  are  prrfam!  Ic  mate  ihtm,  and  at  all  tvetits  dttenr. 
}  Jiand  or  fall  hy  tht  Laws,  LiBBRTiss,  ant/ Religion  e/" 
nmtry. 

Mr.  POLLEN  ihfn  n>fe,  and  arfdrcfling  himfelf  to  the  Spea 
lid ;  —The  fubjeiSl  which  is  now  under  our  deliberation,  connc 
E  it  is  with  every  thing  that  is  facrcd  and  dear  to  us,  demands 
;ntiuients  of  even'  Member  of  this  Houfe,  and  particularl 
iofe  who  have  on  former  occalions  thought  the  continuance  of 
rar  unnecelTary  and  impolitic.  I  am,  Sir,  one  of  this  defcript 
nd  however  I  may  have  conceived  it  a  painful  duty  to  oppofc 
leafuret  of  His  MajcHy's  Minifters,  I  now  as  confcientiouHy  c 
irward  to  pve  them  my  fupport.  It  is  not  to  be  wondoed 
ut  (b  many  liiflemicnt  upinium  have  been  entertained  \rith  rq 
I  the  prcfent  conielt.  Ordinary  circumftances  elicit  from  the  n 
titdc  bat  ordinary  attentiui ;  when,  however,  unufual  difEcu 
relent  cbemfclves  to  the  eye,  whichever  way  it  turns,  whei^ 
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cflbfb  of  public  meafured  ate  felt  in  the  moft  pilvate  circumftane0f» 
every  man  is  naturally  a  politician^  and  you  can  fcarccly  enter  a 
loom  without  finding  a  cabinet  council  around  the  hearth.  Each 
one  fpeculates  for  his  country,  and  natural  vanity  confirms  the  fpe- 
ccdation.  Hence,  Sir,  have  I  conceived  that  better  plans  might 
have  been  laid  down,  and  more  judicious  and  falutary  counfels 
adopted.  But  this  is  what  might  have  ban — the  queftion  is,  what 
is  to  be.  I  am  willing  to  throw  a  veil  over  the  pad,  and  would 
to  God,  Sir,  we  could  referve  the  conteAs  of  party,  and  (hiiggles  of 
individual  ambition,  as  interludes  to  the  grand  and  awful  drama 
which  is  now  adling  on  the  theatre  of  the  world.  Would  to  God^ 
Sir,  gentlemen  would  not  purfue  the  ignis  fatuut  of  place  and  power, 
and  in  the  purfuit  trample  on  every  thing  that  oi^ht  to  be  ^pefied ; 
but  that  they  would  enlighten  their  paths  by  the  pure  and  fteady 
light  of  their  country's  good.  But,  Sir,  to  the  point — I  flu^uld 
have  prefumed  to  have  gone  over  fucceflfively  the  difiercnt  periods 
of  the  negotiation,  that  I  might  from  them  have  (hewn  the  founda- 
tion of  my  prefent  fentiments,  had  not  the  right  honourable  Chan-' 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  fiated  them  with  fuch  fimple  accuracy,  ancj 
commented  upon  them  with  fuch  convincing  eloquence,  that  it  would 
be  impertinent  were  I  to  repeat  them.  I  (hall  merely  afk  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  determined  in  their  conviSion  of  the  infincerity 
of  the  laft  attempt  to  conclude  a  peace,  whether  they  believe  the 
policy  of  the  Dire£)ory  would  encourage  peace  ?  Do  they  not 
know  that  France  dreads  no  evil  fo  much  as  the  return  of  her 
armies  into  her  bofom,  where  their  numbers  and  violent  fpirit  are 
not  to  be  maintained  or  reflfied  f  I  will  afk  thefe  gentlemen,  who 
declaim  on  the  weaknefs  of  our  refources,  whether  Engliihmen,  in 
their  caufe^  cannot  facrifice  as  laigely  as  Frenchmen  in  theirs }  Think 
they.  Sir,  that  our  females  will  look  lefs  beautiful  without  their 
coi^ly  ornaments  ?  ThinK  they,  Sir,  that  our  holy  religion  will  fall 
with  the  lofs  of  its  facramental  plate  ?  Think  they  that  our  do- 
mefiic  comforts  will  be  lefs  gratify ing  if  we  exchange  our  fumptuous 
(ideboards  for  more  homely  furniture  ?— TT'/V  /  knoWy  Sir,  that 
whilft  I  have  an  arm  to  move,  or  a  guinea  to  fpend^v  the^'  Jball  not 
Tavijh  our  Females,  they  Jball  not  overturn  our  Religion,  they  Jhall 
not  invade  our  Comforts. 

I  will  not  delay  the  Houfe  longer  than  to  hope  that  the  honour- 
able Baronet  will  withdraw  his  amendment,  which  talks  of  trujiing 
that  the  French  will  renew  the  negotiation :  where  does  the  honour- 
able Baronet  find  the  grounds  of  this  confidence  in  their  late  con- 
dudi  ?  If  he  does,  he  fees  with  other  eyes  than  mine.  If  he  per* 
fiiU^  I  (hail  certainly  oppofe  it;  but  T  again  repeat  the  hope  diar 
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inimity  on  this  occafion  wEl  do  honour  to  the  fecUagi  of  x  Bi 
b  Houfc  of  Commons. 

Mr.  MARTIN  had  often  HUcned  with  admiration  to  the  poi 
ill  eloquence  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  though  he  w 
ry  feldom  induced  to  fupport  his  meafufes.  But  of  all  ti 
cchcs  he  had  ever  heard  from  him,  none  had  ever  appeared  mo 
ivincing  to  his  mind  than  that  of  this  night.  Indeed  if  tl 
tnch  would  have  acceded  to  any  reafonable  terms,  it  was  li 
inion  they  (hould  not  be  rcjcAed  ;  but  when  he  law  they  we 
Cemiined  to  dictate  the  ctmditions,  we  (hould  not  permit  ourTclv 
be  trampled  on,  but  evince  the  fpirit  which  becomes  a  great  n 
in.  He  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  fay,  that  he  thought  the  pr 
fed  amendment  unncceflaiy,  and  that  the  original  addrefs  w 
arc  confonant  to  the  nature  of  our  prcfcnt  circumftances. 
Duld  have  his  fupport,  and  he  earneflly  wifhed  that  upon  cool 
nlidcraiion  the  honourable  Baronet  would  be  induced  to  wiihdra 
s  amendment. 

Mr.  GERARD  NOEL  EDWARDS  hoped,  that  from  t 
nilarity  of  his  name  to  chat  of  another  gentleman  (Mr.  Biy 
iwards],  whofe  opinions  widely  dilfered  from  his,  that  he  fhou 
It  be  miftaken  for  that  honourable  gentleman,  ltd  that  honuurat 
[ember  might  be  charged  with  inconfiflcncy  of  opinion.  He  b 
It  a  few  words  to  offer  in  difapprobuiun  of  the  amendment.  I 
ed,  in  his  mind,  it  would  have  been  much  fcietter  that  very  lit 
id  been  faid  on  the  fubjefl — it  was  a  fubjeft  awful  and  momc 
us,  and  to  have  decided  on  it  by  a  filent  vote,  would  have  been  t 
ore  dignified  manner  and  the  mul^  honourable  to  the  feelings 
c  Houfc.  As  he  had  tifen,  however,  he  was  happy  and  proud 
:  able  to  fay,  that  in  his  county  (Rutlandfhire)  the  bcft  poQible  d 
lition  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  Lord  Lie 
nant  of  it  was  diftinguiflied  for  the  inftitution  of  the  Yeoman 
arps.  In  many  of  the  villages  he  knew  from  pcrfonal  obferv 
)n?^  and  from  repeated  alTunnccs,  ihat  the  people  were  ready 
akc  every  facrificc  for  the  defence  of  tlic  country.  There  was 
>dy  of  villagers,  tu  the  number  of  more  than  a  thoufand,  w 
:rc  prepared  to  come  forward,  and  to  defend  our  frontiers  whe 
er  any  danger  threatened  them.  Such,  he  was  well  fatisfic 
:re  the  finccrc  ftntimenis  of  thofc  friendly  focictics,  for  he  h 
!  honour  to  belong  to  them,  and  could  anfwer  for  their  loyal 
his,  perhaps,  might  be  deemed  a  piece  of  information  of  a  nati 
J  private  to  be  mcniioned  in  the  Houfc,  but  he  only  widicd 
:ntion  it  as  a  fymptom  of  the  zeal  and  alacrity  which  animat 
:  pnrt  of  the  country,  {hould  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  encm 
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or  their  ra(h  attempts,  ncceflitate  a  farther  profecution  of  the  war, 
or  call  on  our  valour  to  repel  their  attacks.  He  was  particularly 
glad  to  obfcrvc  that  the  lionourablc  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  (he 
meant  Mr.  Pollen)  had  altered  his  political  fentiments,  and  was 
brought  to  a  true  fenfe  of  the  (ituation  of  the  country,  "  for"  faid 
Mr.  Edwards,  **  the  honourable  gentleman  is  an  officer  in  rhy 
•'  regiment." — [-rf  laugh.'] 

Mr.  MARTIN  wiflicd  to  add  a  word,  and  to  remind  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  that  it  was  he  who  fpokc  laft,  and  that  he  had 
not  altered  his  political  opinions.      What  he  had  to  obferve  was, 

*  that  though  he  might  think  a  continuance  of  the  war  neceffary  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  yet  he  hoped  it  would  be  condufled  on  ^ 
wifer  plan  than  it  had  been  hitherto ;  that  it  would  be  wholly 
changed  into  a  dcfcnfive  war,  and  carried  on  folely  by  the  operation 
of  our  naval  power,  and,  above  all,  that  it  (hould  be  conducted  with 
economy. 

Mr.  JOHN  LLOYD  (Member  for  Flintshire)  faid  —How- 
ever  unaccuftomed  he  might  be  to  fpcak  in  that  Houfe,  yet  he 
thought  he  (hould  be  wanting  in  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftitu- 
ents  if  he  did  not  rife  up  in  his  place  to  exprefs  their  and  his  own 
deteftation  of  the  perfidious  conduct  of  the  French  Dirc6lory  ;  and 
although  the  county  of  Flint,  as  a  mineral  country,  fuffered  in  a 
'particular  manner,  from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  having  almoft 
entirely  put  a  ftop  to  the  lead  trade,  yet,  he  trufted,  there  would  not 
be  found  in  any  part  of  thefe  kingdoms  a  fet  of  men  more  ready  to 
oppofe  the  infatiable  ambition  of  the  tyrannical  rulers  of  France, 
or  more  willing  to  make  fuch  tempoVary  facrifices  as  might  be  ne- 
ceffary to  repel  the  attacks  of  an  enemy  that  had  carried  defolation 
into  every  corner  of  the  world  into  which  it  had  penetrated,  and 
cxercifed  the  moft  Ihfckrng  adls  of  barbarity  that  ever  difgraccd  the 

•  human  race,  in  every  country  that  had  been  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be 
curfed  with  its  depredation.  He  trufted  there  was  not  a  fet  of 
men  more  ready  or  willing  to  exert  themfelvcs  at  this  important 
crifis  than  thofe  he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent  in  that  Affembly, 
and  for  thofe  reafons  he  ihould  give  his  hearty  vote  for  the  motion 
in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  T.  TYRWHITT  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  the 
Houfe  at  all,  but  he  could  nut  now  forbear  expreffmg  the  great 
concern  he  felt  at  the  difference  of  opinion  that  had  unfortunately 
manifcfted  itfelf  in  the  prefent  debate.  He  alfo  was  difpofed  to 
join  in  intreating  the  honourable  Baronet  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
-mtnt ;  forif  we  be  but  true  to  ourfelves,  there  is  notliing  to  alarm 
us  ;  but  if  we  are  divided,  we  have  every  thing  to  fear :  it  was 
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erefore  cfieiitial  to  evince  Ak  moft  pcHeA  uiunimirf  on  the  ] 
tt  critical  occafton  i  for  by  unanimoufly  aflcnting  to  the  addrels, 
re  the  dirciSl  lie  to  the  malevolent  afleitions  of  the  Dircdltvy, ' 
infidiouOy  rcyrcrent  us  ai  a  divided  peopte. 

Earl  of  CARYSFORT  Ciid,  that  ho  moft  cordially  c 
rred  in  the  fentimenEs  of  the  addrefi,  and  that  he  was  ncii 
dined  to  declare  (hat  any  blame  could  attach  to  MinHlen 
eir  c(mdu£t  in  commencing  the   nrgotiation,  or  that  he  rejo 

its  unfiKccfsfuI  termination — his  crmjcSures  were  confiri 
ith  regard  to  the  condufl  of  tht  French,  for  he  never  faw 
tlom  on  which  to  gruund  an  cxpe^ation  that  the  French  < 
imment  ever  entered  on  the  negotiation  with  a  fcriotis  view  ti 
iving  I  favourable  and  happy  ilTue.     Their  power  wat  four 

a  fyftem  hoOite  to  the  re-cilabli(hmcnt  of  tranquillity  ;  to  t< 
chafyftem,  he  felt  to  be  our  beft  policy;  it  was  the  ptJic; 
!tmflers,  aud  he  thought  if  dcfervcd  the  countenance  of 
oufe  and  of  the  Country.  The  French  fyflcm  was  fet  up  for 
inoyance  of  Europe,  and  Eurupe  could  bear  witncfs  to  the  i 
ration  and  juftice  of  oiir  caufe ;  our  refifiancc  was  pointed  aga 
e  monArous  ambition  and  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the  enen 
d  it  was,  moreover,  in  unifon  with  the  principles  upon  which 
untry  had  a£ied  from  (he  beginning  ;  f^r  we  have  uniformly 
ired,  that  whatever  form  their  Government  might  affume, 
ould  not  decline  entering  into  negotiation,  whenever  fuch  an 
npt  might  be  made,  confident  with  the  honour  and  the  fccu 
the  country.  To  that  pledge  we  have  llridly  adhered  ;  and 
^cm  of  prudence  and  moderation  which  we  have  unifurmly  »i 
,  fhould  unite  all  men  of  every  dcfcripiion  in  a  cordial  and  vi 
lis  defence  of  our  laws,  uur  rights,  and  our  conOitution.  Such 
animous  co-operation  would  have  rhe  double  good  eflcdt 
:ncing  the  calumnies  which  abroad  were  circulated  by  the  enci 
d  of  reviving  our  fpiriis  at  home,  if,  indeed,  our  fpirits  could 
rmittcd  to  droop.  There  was  nothing  in  our  lituation  to  en 
rpair,  and  defpair  was  a  fcniiment  that  could  never  enter  the  bn 

an  Englithman.  And,  indeed,  from  whence  could  arifc  < 
Tpair  i  Was  it  from  the  empty  threats  held  out  againfl  us  by 
encb?  We  have  tried  their  (Ircngth  in  many  conflicts,  and 
lis  were  crowned  with  'Complete  fuccefs.  The  ambition 
ance  has,  for  many  years,  afpired  to  univerfal  dominion ; 
nr  mad  attempts  have  always  been  FCprefTed  by  the  valour  : 
rfevcrancc  of  ihls  country  ;  and  fuch  again  muft  be  the  fate 
:ir  attempts,  if  we  but  oppofe  them  by  the  lame  amu.  One  < 
mfUncc,  it  it  true,  keau  to  juCKfy  our  alarmt  at  the  continua 
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of  the  war— it  is  an  unproduSivc  contcft.  Wc  have  much  to  lofc, 
and  nothing  to  gain — nor  can  we  expe3  to  make  any  Aiccefsful 
impreflion  on  the  enemy's  territories  :  but  we  have  already  con- 
quered all  their  foreign  poflfcflionsy  though  any  attempt  to  conquer 
France  herfelf  is  not  very  likely  to  fucceed.  An  attempt,  on  their 
part,  to  make  an  impreflion  on  this  country  would  prove  equally  im- 
potent and  inefFedual.  Their  invafion  of  England  is  no  lefs  likely 
to  fail,  than  our  endeavours  to  invade  France — it  would  prove  fatal 
to  all  .who  (hould  be  employed  in  it.  He  was  forry  to  fee  that 
Ireland  was  in  a  different  (ituation.  But  notwithitanding  the  pre- 
fent  difturbed  Ihte  of  that  country,  in  the  tranquillity  of  which  he 
felt  materially  interei^ed,  if  they  attempted  a  landing  there,  he  was 
fatisBed  they  would  meet  with  the  fame  reception  ^hich  they  had 
experienced  on  a  former  occafion.  He  had  no  doubt  of  the  iflue ; 
it  would  tend  to  the  glory  of  the  country,  and  to  the  confufion  of 
the  enemy.  He  trufted,  therefore,  that  the  Houfe  would  proceed 
unanimoufly  to  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  that  they  would 
carry  to  the  Throne  a  full  and  forcible  aflurance  of  their  utmoft 
determination  to  exert  the  vigour,  and  call  forth  the  refources  of  the 
country— a  vigour  and  refources  not  to  be  equalled  by  any  other  na- 
tion in  Europe. 

DoSor  FRENCH  LAWRENCE  was  ready  to  do  any  vio- 
lence to  his  own  feelings  and  opinions,  fooner  than  difturb  the  una- 
nimity which  he  was  anxious  (liould  prevail  on  the  prefent  occadon. 
He  had  hoped,  but  his  hopes  were  difappointcd,  that  thofe  gentle- 
men who  had  hitherto  fupported  Adminiftration  in  the  profecution 
of  the  war,  would  have  at  lead  put  a  fair  interpretation  on  their 
condud,  and  not  accufe  them  of  want  of  fincerity  in  their  endea- 
vours at  pacification.  From  his  view  of  the  ftate  of  things,  and 
conformably  to  the  opinions  he  had  uniformly  maintained,  he  not 
only  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  (Carysfort)  who  advifed  an  una- 
nimous concurrence  in  the  exertion  of  our  vigour  and  the  manifef- 
tation  of  our  refources,  but  he  alfo  as  cordially  concurred  with  ano- 
ther noble  Lord  (Temple)  in  rejoicing  that  our  attempts  at  negotia- 
tion had  proved  unfuccefsful ;  and  indeed  had  theyfucceeded,  in 
what  fituation  (hould  we  now  be  placed  ?  We  may  eafily  conjec- 
ture it  from  obferving  the  condu6t  of  the  enemy.  Do  they  not  ftill 
profcfs  the  fame  principles  which  we  fo  often  pronounced  to  be  hof- 
tile  and  fatal  to  all  t%gular  eftablifhments  ?  Do  they  not  uniformly 
z&  upon  them,  and  a^e  fhey  not  as  ready  as  ever  to  pour  forth  their 
hordes  to  propagate  tKcm  with  the  bayonet  through  every  other  na- 
tion i  If  the  negotiation  had  fucceeded,  in  what  fituation  (hould 
we  now  be  placed  ?    Should  we  not  have  treated  with  a  power  that 
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r  pztd  regard  to  any  treaty  when  the  violitton  of  It  could 
:  any  object  which  they  were  anxious  to  obraln— ^  power 
nvariibly  (hewed  itfelf  and  betrayed  a  difpofiiion  toward 
inly  hofiile,  but  which  was  eager  to  ^H  againft  us  nith  the 

eiftcntuf  huftilUy  ^  Have  they  not  declared  in  exprcfs 
jj'ivcca!  terms,  tliat  tlie  French  Republic  and  the  Englilh 
mcnt  could  not  ponibly  ftand  tc^ether  r  Their  perminir 
all  would  be  inconiiftcni  with  the  fpirit  of  ihcir  laws  and 

faith  of  thiir  tn-atits— liiws  which  they  change  at  rand 
treaties  which  they  viulatc  as  foon  as  they  ftand  in  the  wa; 

interclt  or  ambition.  How  then  arc  we  to  counteract  ; 
ufl  ?  It  is  not  enough  tiTat  we  treat  it  with  reprobation, 
Id  alfoHicw  the  enemy  we  have  power  to  rcfift  their  injuf 

is  this  power  to  be  difplaycd  hy  fending  againft  them  a 
We  fhould  make  them  fee  and  feel  tliat  wc  have  arm 
lands,  and  that  wc  arc  warmed  with  hearts  that  impel  u! 
I  thoip  with  vigour  and  cffeil.  Till  tlieii  we  have  every  tl 
ir  ;  till  then  we  cannot  enjoy  fccurity.  We  arc  cntircl 
mercy  of  their  capvice  ;  we  can  repofe  no  confidence  in  m 
in,  at  leaft  tiic  period  for  negotiation  ts  not  as  yet  arri' 
1  regard,  however,  to  the  late  negotiation,  there  arc  fomc  j 
ngs  in  it  to  whi^^h  he  iluiuld  willingly  allude,  nor  was  he 
I  to  withhold  the  praife  of  litmni:fs  from  the  condu^  of 
fty's  fervanis.  There  was  langu:!j;e,  however,  held  by  a 
^ord,  high  in  authority,  it  wns  ncedlcfs  to  fay  in  what  pi; 
anguage  had  bten  held  reffictfling  our  conduct  towards  ncu 
s,  which,  if  he  righily  unoerfiooJ,  c.ruld  not  but  give  him 

fcrious  uncafintfs ;  are  we  n-atly  to  give  up  our  right  of  fcai 
lem,  or  is  it  to  be  e>:torted  froni  us  i   His  mind  augured  e\ 

that  was  ominnus  from  any  intention  on  our  part  to  cone 
cc  the  freedom  of  the  leas.  The  French  continually  aff« 
t  themftlvcs  in  die  place  of  nmicnt  Rome,  and  to  put  us 
of  its  ri\al,  Carthr.ge ;  are  we  prepared  to  fubniit  to  the 
arihiigc  ?  Ai-e  we  difpofed  to  cuniply  with  an  order  of 
:h  Gove,  nmcnt,  that  is  to  tell  us  that  they  will  only  permii 
ep  up  a  part  of  our  fleet  i  Will  they  not  infift  on  our 
ling  one  half  of  our  navy  ?  And  is  not  this  their  furcft  roa< 
:  at  our  dcOruclion ;  Is  it  not  to  our  naval  power  that  we  i 
ink  which  wc  hold  as  a  nation  i  Wc  have  often,  it  is  ti 
led  another  charaiSer  with  glory  and  fuceefs ;  but  that  chai 
is  only  temporary  ;   it  is  our  naval  ftrength,  and  our  fame 

iT.iwcfs,  that  h..s  placed  us  ar  the  head  of  Europe.      It  is 

l'u^<aioiity  that  has  hitherto  enabled  us  to  maintUD  the  bala 
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of  European  power/ and  to  incline  it  as  we  diought  expedient,  not 
to  alarm  and  fubjugate  other  nations,  but  for  the  prcfervation  of  that 
l)alance  of  power,  and  for  the  general  benefit  of  all.  Of  this  the 
enemy  is  fully  fenlible  ;  and  in  their  dark  defigns  and  perfidious  at* 
tempts  to  deilroy  this  balance,  they  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  our  nav)-, 
through  the  means  of  which  that  balance  has  been  maintained. 
That  on  our  naval  ftrength  depended  our  influence  over  the  fate  of 
Europe,  the  learned  gentleman  proceeded  to  prove  by  the  prepon- 
derance wc  obtained  in  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapellc.  Was  it  not 
by  our  dcflroying  the  French  commerce  that  wc  then  afferted  that 
preponderance  ;  and  are  we  ready  now  to  refign  it,  by  depriving  our- 
felves  of  the  fource  from  which  it  fprings,  under  fome  falfe  notions 
of  the  freedom  of  the  fcas  ? 

There  was  one  circumftance  more  to  whicli  he  muft  beg  leave  to 
advert,  and  that  was  His  Majcfty's  renouncing  the  title  of  King  of 
France.  •  He  was  not  prepared  to  fay  whether  fuch  a  renunciation  , 
would  be  for  our  honour  or  not ;  neither  was  it  a  thing  which,  in 
his  opinion,  (hould  be  treated  lightly.  He  could  not  bring  himfelf, 
with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt),  to  regard  it  in  the 
light  of  an  harmlefs  feather ;  (hould  that  feather  go,  other  feathers 
clofcly  conned^ed  with  it,  and  which  borrow  from  it  their  chief  fup- 
port,  muf^  go  alfo,  and  fliare  the  fame  fate.  We  (hould  not  uncon* 
cerncdly  fee  extorted  from  us,  what  we  have  proudly  poircflTed  for 
five  centuries.  The  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  then  went 
into  the  hiftory  of  the  wars  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  recalled  to 
the  memory  of  the  Houfc  the  precious  precedents  they  (hould  draw 
from  thofe  glorious  times.  They  were  precedents  which,  in '  mo- 
ments of  terror  and  trepidation,  we  ought  to  hold  up  to  our  view, 
and  as  v/e  view  and  gnre  upon  them  as  on  fome  facred  antique 
images,  kindle  as  we  gaze,  into  the  zeal,  ardour  and  intrepidity 
which  glowed  in  the  hearts,  artd  bb.zcd  out  in  the  charadcr  and 
condudt  of  pur  anceftors.  What  was  at  that  period  the  fituation 
of  the  country?  making  every  allowance  for  the  relative  value  of 
money,  were  not  our  refources  comparatively  lower  ?  Did  our 
allies  2&  with  fpirit  or  with  concert  ?  No  reliance  could  *be 
placed  in  them,  no  effedtual  aid  was  derived  from  their  co- 
operation ;  our  commerce  was  gone ;  our  revenue  was  not  to 
be  mentioned  ;  we  were  obliged  to  rcfort  to  an  ifTue  of  foreign 
coin,  in  order  to  fupply  our  circulation — we  had  fcarcely  any  fpecie 
of  our  own.  What  was  the  conduv:\  of  Parliament  on  that  peri- 
lous and  awful  occafion  ?  Was  it  not  a  condud  which  we  ought 
now  to  adopt  ?  Did  they  not  bring  np  the  public  mind  to  the 
emergencies  of  the  times,  and  unanimoufly  agree  to  fupjxjrt  the 
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jng  i  And  what  was  the  conclution  of  the  then  twenty  years  v 
>hat  was  the  rcfult  of  the  vigour  then  exerted,  and  the  fpirit 
sfnlution  that  were  then  dlfpUycd  ?  The  Tame,  perhaps, 
light  attend  the  prcfent  contcfl,  did  the  fame  fprings  of  ad 
nimate  and  dircft  our  efforts ;  hut  on  the  iffue  of  the  prefcnt 
rho  can  venture  to  decide  ?  It  can  yet  be  Icen  only  by  the  ey 
lat  Being  who  reads  in  the  human  heart,  and  from  whofc  re 
o  human  event  ii  concealed.  We  might  not,  however,  hcl 
)  conjecture  it,  if  we  attended  to  the  effei£ls  which  cannot  fa 
c  produced  when  wc  arc  reduced  to  the  attemaiive  fo  eloquc 
efcribcd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  an  a 
ativc  where  danger  and  honour  arc  on  one  fide,  our  flower 
nd  indelible  (hamc  on  the  other.  Surely  there  is  not  a  fir^tc 
ividual  in  the  whole  country  who  could  fluifluate  a  moment  on 
hojce  he  would  make,  but  would  Tcfolutely  determine  to  owe 
ifety  only  to  his  valour,  and  his  glory  to  the  triumph  which 
alour  mult  achieve.  The  learned  gentleman  concluded  byj 
ig  in  the  intreaty,  that  the  honounblc  Baronet  (Sir  John  Sine 
rould  confent  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid,  he  heariily  coincided  with  il 
entlemen  who  regretted  that  an  amendment  had  been  propofc' 
ne  honourable  Baronet,  and  wifhed  that  nothing  had  been  faid 
reiTive  of  a  want  of  unanimity  in  the  Houfc.  For  his  own  [ 
c  wouldf  not  have  faid  a  word  upon  the  fubjedi  if  it  had  not  t 
xtorted  from  him  by  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 
lad  juft  fat  down,  and  who,  while  he  Orcnuoufly  recommei 
nanimity,  made  ufe  of  language  very  likely  to  produce  a  dir( 
ontrary  cfFefl.  He  was  forry  the  honourable  and  learned  ger 
lan  had  not  followed  the  example  of  his  right  honourable  fri' 
tic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcuucr,  who  had  purpofely  waved 
jbjeft  introduced  by  the  former,  and  had  faid  exprefsly,  that  v 
licr  His  Majelly's  Minifters  had  gone  too  far  in  conceflions  or 
I'as  a  (juefiion  on  which  he  would  not  give  an  opinion  ;  to  ir 
!uce  that  quel^ion,  therefore,  and  make  it  a  fubjeCi  of  difcuflio 

time  that  all  (hould  be  harmony  and  unanimity,  was,  in  his  m 
jrceedingly  improper,  and  therefore  he  protefted  againit  what 
illcn  from  the  honourable  and  learned  gentlemen,  who,  in  cn< 
ouring  to  interpret  his  right  honourable  friend,  had  but  too  f 
poken  for  himfelf.  It  appeared,  however,  that,  with  the  cxccp 
f  the  honourable  Baronet,  all  wifhed  to  aflent  to  the  addi 
hough  with  diflirent  views ;  for  himfelf  he  could  fay  that  he 
ot,  with  ibc  noble  Lord,  regret  that  the  negotiation  had  been  c< 
fienced,  nor  rejoice  that  It  was  broken  oS;  on  the  contrary, 
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finccrcly  lamented,  in  common  with  the  King's  Minifters  and  the 
People  at  large,  that  it  had  had  fuch  an  unprofperous  iflue.  But 
even  fo,  it  was  not  without  its  ufe  ^  for,  when  it  was  fcen  that  the 
Minifters  did  fairly  and  candidly,  and  with  earncft  defires  for  peace, 
come  forward,  and  that,  in  order  to  obtain  it,  they  had  paflfed  by  fo 
many  infults  as  had  been  offered  in  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  no 
one,  he  conceived,  could  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  unequivocal  con- 
duct of  Government  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  unwarrantable  in* 
tentions  of  France  on  the  other  ;  at  leaft  he  would  fay,  that,  if  there 
was  any  man  who  entertained  fuch  a  doubt,  he  muftibe  conftrudled 
very  differently  from  him.  St)  far  from  rejoicing  at  the  obftinatc 
temper  of  the  enemy,  he  thought  it  to  be  juft  matter  of  regret  \ 
and  he  declared  that  he  would  continue  to  look  out  with  fincerc 
anxiety  for  the  lime  when,  under  the  influence  of  returning  reafon, 
the  French  nation  would  come  to  negotiation  with  an  earncft  dcftre 
for  that  peace  which  was  ftill  more  ncceffary  to  themfelves  than  to 
England.  In  the  mean  time  he  would  tell  the  people  tliat  they 
muft  content  themfelves  to  bear  confiderable  burdens,  becaufe  all 
they  poffcifed,  and  all  that  was  valuable  to  them  in  life,  was  at 
flake.  That  as  the  condudl  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  negotiation 
proclaimed,  that  not  the  obftinacy  of  His  Majcfty's  Minifters,  but 
the  vain  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  they  had  to  treat,  had  pro- 
craftinatcd  the  wiflied-for  event  of  peace,  and  that  the  overthrow 
of  our  Government  was  the  fole  objedl  of  their  defigns,  Englifli- 
mcn  (hould  feel  the  neceffity  of  coming  forward  in  prefervation  of 
the  Conftitution  ;  (hould  reflect  on  what  their  fafety  Jlnd  happtncfs 
depend  ;  and  to  fccure  thofe  objeiSs  fhould  join  hand  and  heart  to- 
gether and  proclaim  to  the  world  that,  if  divided  before,  they  could 
unite  whenever  union  became  ncceffarv.  Of  this  univerfal  har- 
mony  of  fentiment  he  held  the  unanimity  of  that  night  to  be  an 
happy  open,  and  he  hoped  the  honourable  Baronet  would,  in  order 
to  give  that  beginning  its  full  force,  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  he  had  not  propofed  the 
amendment  without  due  conftderation  ;  but  he  confelTed  he  was 
rwt  infenfible  to  the  effeft  of  the  difplay  of  eloquence  he  had  juft 
heard.  He  fincerely  wifhed  for  unanimity ;  and  aflured  the  Houfe 
that  he  was  willing  to  facrifice  not  only  his  opinion,  but  any  thing 
clfe  he  poffeffcd,  to  the  welfare  of  the  country,  and  would  therefore 
cheerfully  agree  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  if  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  feconded  it  was  prefent  to  give  his  confcnt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  after  having  confulted  the  Speaker, 
made  fome  obfervations  on  the  order  of  proceeding,  and  expreflTcd 
a  wiih  that  the  amendment  might  be  withdrawn. 
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The  SPEAKER  ftatcd,  that  a  fimilar  cafe  had  occwrred  : 
;  or  fix  years  ago,  wherein  flic  mover  of  a  qiicfiion  being 
s  to^wiihdtaWjit,  could  not  do  fo,  thcfecondcr  being  abfenf 
I  time  the  qucflion  was  put  that  the  amendment  be  withdr: 
:  the  only  courfe  the  Houfe  could  now  take  was  to  put  the 
(lion.  The  Speaker  therefore  put  the  queftion  that  the  ann 
It  be  withdrawn,  which  was  agreed  to.  He  then  put  the 
)1  addrcfs  to  the  vote,  and  it  palled  ntmine  cintradUente. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Msnday,    Novemitr  I  j. 

Received  from  the  Comtnons  by  Lord  Hawkcfliuty  and  oi 
neffagc  that  the  Commons  had  agreed  tiem.  Sff.  to  the  ad 
t  to  them  by  their  Lordlhips,  without  any  amendment. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Mauda-j,   November  13. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  counted  the  Hourc,  and  there! 
y  thirty  Members  prefcnt,  the  Houfe  was  aiijourned  of  ci 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuejday,   November  14.. 

The  Marquis  of  SALISBURY  reported  to  the  Houfe, 
i  Majclly  had  been  waited  upon,  to  know  when  he  woul 
afed  tn  rrccive  the  addrcfs  of  both  Hr,ii!i-s  of  Parliament  ; 
t  His  Majcfty  had  appointed  to  morrow  at  three  o'clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuefday^  November  14. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  com- 
■ddnicated  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  alTent  of  this  Houfe  to  their 
Lordfhips'  addrcfs. 

A  meffnge  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe,  that  His  Ma- 
jcfty  had  apix)inted  to-morrow,  at  three  o'clock,  to  receive  the  ad- 
drefe  of  both  Houfcs. 


HOUSE  OF  LOUDS. 

IVedncJdiiyy  November  15. 

Their  Lordftiips  met  at  half  part  two  o*clock,  and  went  up  with 
the  Commons  to  prefent  the  following  joint  unanimous  addref*  of 
both  Houfcs  to  His  Majcfty  ; 

*'  Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

**  Wc,  your  Majcfty *s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjc<3s,  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  Parliament  aiTcmbled, 
have  taken  into  our  moft  ferious  confideration  the  papers  which 
your  Majcfty  *s  has  been  pleafed  to  diredt  to  be  laid  before  us,  on  the 
fubjci^  of  the  negotiation  into  which  your  Majcfty  had  entered,  with 
the  view  of 'rcftoring  to  your  people  a  fecureand  honourable  peace. 
In  every  ftage  of  tliat  tranfa6lion  wc  have  recognized  your  Majcfty 's 
invariable  and  unremitted  folicitude  for  our  profperity  and  welfare, 
while  we  have  feen,  on  the  other  hand,  the  moft  abundant  proofs  of 
the  continuance  of  that  fpirit  of  inveterate  animoftty  and  defperate 
ambition,  on  the  part  of  our  enemies,  in  which  the  prefent  conteft 
firft  originated.     Your  Majcfty ^s  condu^l,  charadlerized  by  an  un- 
exampled moderation,  openncfs,  and  confiftcncy,   has  left  to  the 
enemy  no  means  of  evafion,  no  fubterfuge  of  dfguife  or  avtifice.     It 
can   no  longer  be  denied  that  their  conduct  is  a£tuated  by  a  fixed 
determination  of  excluding  all  means  of  peace,  and  of  purfuing,  at 
all  hazards,  their  hoftile  dcHgns  againft  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of 
thcfc  kingdoms.     Even  the  vain  pretence  of  pacific  difpofitionsx  is 
now  abandoned,  and  the   real  purp^fe  of  all  their  Councils,   and 
all  their  mcafures,  is  at  length  opcoly  and  publicly  avowed.     It  is 
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to  our  laws  and  government  that  they  have  declared  their  in 
eileable  hatred.  No  facrificc  will  content  them  but  that  o 
liberty,  no  concelTion  but  that  of  our  envied  and  happy  C 
tuiion. 

"  Under  fuch  circumftances,  wc  feel  the  duty  which  we  o 
this  great  crifis  to  God,  and  to  our  Country,  Animated  b 
fame  fentiments  which  your  Majeftj*  has  been  picafed  to  dct^l 
your  people,  and  to  the  world,  attached  to  your  Majefty  by  f 
pie,  duty,  and  gratitude,  and  fenlible  that  it  is  only  from  cc 
and  firmncfs  that  we  can  look  eiiher  for  prefent  fafcty  orpcrm 
peace,  we  arc  determined  to  defend,  with  unshaken  refoluiion, 
Majcfty's  Throne,  the  lives  and  properties  of  our  fellow  ful 
the  government  and  confliiution  of  our  countrj',  and  the  honoi 
independence  of  the  Britilh  empire.  Wc  know  that  great  exe 
arcncceflary  ;  we  are  prepared  to  make  them.  And,  placir 
firm  alliance  on  that  divine  proii-clion,  which  has  always  hi 
been  extended  to  us,  we  will  fupport  your  Majefty  to  the  ui 
and  ftand,  or  fail,  with  our  religion,  laws,  and  liberties." 
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fffdrufiay,  KoTtnihr  I  5. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  (Mr.  WindhamJ  br 
up  the  Army  Eftimatcs,  and  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  mo^ 
taking  them  into  confideration  on  Monday. 

The  Houfe  then  proceeded  to  prefent  their  addrefs  h 
Majefty. 

A  little  after  four,  the  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  Mr.  SPEA 
reported,  that  the  Houfe  had  prefcntcd  their  addrefs  to  His  Ma 
lo  which  His  Majefty  had  been  plcafed  to  return  the  tbilowin; 
dous  anfwer : 

Mj/  Lords,  ar.d  Gentlemen, 
Nolhing  could  be  mart  JalisfaSlory  to  me  if  an  this  unantmaus 
ration  of  ike  Jenfiments  of  my  tivo  Hmfes  of  Parliament.  Tk 
fuch  as  the  c-.'iduil  and  declared  intention  of  the  enemy  could  not  J 
produce.  li''e  are  engaged  in  a  caufe  "which  is  common  lo  us  al, 
contending  for  every  inlereji  uihich  a  free  and  indefendtnt  nali: 
have  to  maintain.  Under  the  lileffing  of  Prmidence,  I  hoi  ivith 
dence  te  the  iJJ'ut  of  this  great  eontejt  ;  iut  in  every  event  my  reft. 
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is  taken.  It  isfuch  as  I  <nve  to  Gody  to  my  Country^  and  to  myftlf: 
and  it  is  confirmed  by  the  fentiments  which  you  hctue  this  day  declared  to 
me.  I  will  not  be  wanting  to  my  people^  but  willjiafid^  or  fall^  with 
them  in  the  defence  of  our  religion^  and  in  the  maintenance  of  the  inde^ 
pepidence,  laws,  and  liberties,  of  theft  hngdoms. 

Mn  Chancellor  PITT  laid,  that  he  fofc  In  t)urfuance  of  a 
notice  which  he  gave  yefterday,  to  move  for  a  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  reftriAion  upon  tht 
Bank.  There  were,  he  faid^  many  obvious  drcumftances  to  make 
a  motion  neceflary.  The  avowed  policy  of  our  enemy,  ind  other 
cinrumftances,  rendered  this  a  very  important  matter.  He  did  not 
mean  to  propofe  a  continuance  of  the  a£t  of  Parliament  upon  this 
fubje6l,  without  examining  what  has  been  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
fent  reftrifiion.  He  meant  alfo  to  proceed  conformably  to  prece- 
dent^ as  well  as  to  propofe  that  the  Committee  whibh  were  formerl]^' 
ballotted,  (bould  be  voted  to  be  the  Committee  upon  this  occafion, 
with  the  exception  only  of  fuch  as  were  not  now  Members  of  the 
Houfe. 

The  Houfe  was  moved,  That  the  feveral  reports  which,  upon 
the  3d  and  7th  days  of  March  and  2lft  day  of  April  laft,  were 
made  from  the  Committee  of  Secrecy,  who  were  appointed  to  ex* 
amine  and  ftate  the  total  amount  of  outftanding  demands  on  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  likewifc  of  the  funds  for  difcharging  the 
fame,  and  to  report  the  refult  thereof  to  the  Houfe,  together  with 
their  opinion  on  the  neceflfity  of  providing  for  the  confirmation  and 
continuance  of  meafures  taken,  in  purfuance  of  the  Minute  of 
Council,  on  the  26ih  day  of  February,  and  who  were  inftrufted,  on 
the  9th  day  of  March  laft,  to  inquire  into  the  neceflity  of  iiTuing 
the  Minute  of  Council  of  the  26th  pf  February,  and  to  Fcport  thcit 
opinion  to  the  Houfe  concerning  fuch  neccfTity,  and  what  (hould 
appear  to  them  to  have  been  the  caufes  which  produced  the  fame, 
might  be  read< 

And  the  fame  being  read  accordingly. 

The  Houfe  was  alfo  moved.  That  an  ad,  made  in  the  lad  fef-- 
lion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  *'  An  a£t  for  confirming  and  continu*- 
ing,  for  a  limited  time,  the  reftridiion  contained  in  the  Minute  of 
Council  of  the  twcnty-fixth  of  February,  one  thoufand  fevcn  hun- 
dred and  ninety-feven,  on  payments  of  calh  by  the  Bank,"  might 
be  read  ;  which  being  donc> 

The  Houfe  was  alfo  moved.  That  another  a6l,  made  in  the 
bft  fcflion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  "  An  aft  to  continue,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  ad,  made  in  this  prefent  fcffion  of  Parliament,  in^ 
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d  '  An  a£t  Ibr  confirming  and  continuing,  for  3  limited  tli 
:nri£lion  contained  in  the  Minute  of  Council  of  the  (wer 
day  of  Fcbraary,  one  thoufund  fcveft  hundred  and  nire 
,  on  payments  ofcafh  by  theBank,'  "  under  certain  regu]au< 
cftri^ions,"  might  be  read. 
ad  the  fame  was  read  accordingly. 

he  Houfe  was  alfo  moved,  That  the  entry  in  the  jouma 
[oufe,  of  the  3d  day  of  December,  1781  *,  of  the  pnxreedi 
e  Houfe,  upon  re-appoiniing  the  Committee  of  Secrecy  to 
into  the  caufcs  of  the  war  in  The  Caraitic,  and  of  the  c 
I  of  the  Britilh  pofTcITions  in  thufc  parts,  might  be  read, 
was  then  ordered, 

hat  a  Committee  of  Secrecy  be  appointed,  to  inquinc  whei 
.y  be  expedient  farther  to  continue  the  reOritfiion  containcc 
lid  a&$  on  payments  in  ca(h  by  the  Bank, 
relblution  then  paflcd, 

hat  the  number  of  the  faid  Committee  be  fifteen. 
he  Houfe  was  moved.  That  the  entry  in  the  journal  of 
c,  of  the  ill  day  of  March  laft,  of  the  names  irf  the  peri 
were  reported  from  the  Committee,  appointed  to  examine 
if  fifteen  perfons'  names,  to  be  tlic  Committee  of  Secrecy 
ine  and  (late  the  total  amount  of  outOanding  demands  on 
of  England,  and  likewife  of  tlie  funds  for  difcharging 
,  and  (o  report  the  refult  thereof  to  the  Houfe,  together  v 
(pinion  on  the  ncceflity  of  providing  for  itic  confirmation  : 
nuance  of  mcafurcs  taken  in  purfuance  of  the  Minute 
icil  on  the  26th  of  Fcbruar)',  1 797,  iiiiyht  be  read, 
he  fame  was  read  accordingly  ;  ,  and  the  names  arc 
vs,   viz. 

William  Huffcy,  Charles  Braggc,  Efquire, 

Charles  Grey,  Sir  John  Mitford,  Knight, 

William  Flumcr,  William  Wilbcrforcc  Bird, 

Thomas  Powys,  John  Fane, 

Thomas  Grcnvillc,  Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efqoi 

William  Wilberfotcc,  Sir  John  Scott,  Knight, 

John  Blackburne,  and 

Thomas  Bcrney  Bramdon,  John  William  Anderibn,  Efqu 

he  Houfe  was  then  moved.  That  the  entry  in  the  journal 
[oufe,  of  the  1  yih  day  of  July  laft,  of  tfie  order  fot  ilTuin 
ffrir,  for  the  clewing  of  a  knight  of  the  ffiirc,  to  fervc  in  t 

*  Vide  Common*'  Joanali,  vol.  ^9,  fdio  59S. 
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prerent  Parliamenty  for  the  county  of  Northamplon,  in  the  room  of 
Thomas  Powys,  Efq.  who,  fince  his  clcftion  for  the  faid  county, 
bad  accepted  the  office  of  Steward  or  BailiflFof  His  Majefty's  Three 
Chiltern  Hundreds,  &c.  might  be  read  :  which  being  done,  it  wa$ 
ordered. 

That  the  faid  Mr.  Huflcy,  Mr.  Grey,  Mj.  Plumer,  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr  Blackburne,  Mr.  Bramfton,  Mr,, 
Bragge,  Sir  John  Mitford,  Mr.  Wilberforce  Bird,  Mr.  Fane,  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne,  Sir  John  Scott,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
together  with  Lord  Vifcount  Belgrave,  be  the  Committee  of  Se- 
crecy now  appointed. 

It  was  alio  ordered,  that  the  faid  Committee,  or  any  6ve  ef 
them,  do  meet  forthwith  in  the  Speaker's  chamber  ;  and  have 
pov^er  to  fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  records :  and  that  they  have 
power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  from  place  to  place,  as 
they  (hall  think  fit,  and  to  report  their  proceedings  from  time  to 
time  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  they  have  alfo  power  to  fit  during  the 
fitting,  and  notwithfianding  any  adjournment,  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  various  documents  which  hp 
(hoqld  have  occafion  to  refer  to,  were  qpt  ready,  it  would  not  be 
pofTible  for  him  to  bring  forward  the  fubjed  of  public  finance  on 
Monday,  the  day  for  which  he  hac)  given  notice.  He  therefore 
fhould  be  under  the  nccc(]Gty  of  deferring  it  till  Friday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  wifhcd  to  know  the  nature  of  it\c  propofition 
which  the  Miniiler  intended  to  bring  forward  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  without  going  into  a  confider- 
ablc  length,  he  could  not  very  precifely  anfwer  tliat  queftion :  he 
would  anfwer,  however,  generally,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  pro- 
pofe,  on  chat  day,  refolutions  on  all  the  fubjedt  of  finance,  or  that 
were  conneAed  with  ^11  the  ways  and  means  which  he  ihould  fub- 
mit.  He  (hould  then  fiate  the  total  probable  amount  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  preparatory  to  the  plan  for  raifing  them  in  all.  He 
(hould  fiate  on  that  day  thofe  refolutions  which  were  in  the  ufiial 
form.  He  (hould  fiate  alfo,  in  a  general  manner,  another  impor- 
tant part  of  what  he  had  to  fubmit,  that  part  which  was  mod  of  a 
deviation  from  former  pradice. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  profeflTed  great  re(pea  for  the  labours 
of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  impatience  to  fee  the  refult  of 
their  labours.  They  had  made  reports,  for  which  the  public  were 
indebted  to  them  ;  but  from  the  (hortnefs  of  time  which  they  had 
bad,  there  were  many  matters  nccefiSirily  excluded  from  their  cxa- 
niinatioii.  He  wi(hed  them  to  complete  the  work  which  they 
had  begun.     He  therefore  hoped  that  the  right  honourable  Uie 

Co  a 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  be  advcrfc  to  the  pro| 
tion  for  renewing  their  inquiries. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  never  entertained  any  hefit; 
about  the  propriety  of  that  Committee  proceeding  with  the  1 
they  had  commenced  ;  he  wiftied  for  an  early  opportunity  for  1 
renewing  their  labour,  and  a/Tured  the  honourable  Baronet  that  1 
fures  had  been  already  taken  by  the  Executive  Govemmcm 
that  purpofe,  in  confequence  of  the  fads  which  had  come  b 
them,  anJ  which  (hould  be  all  laid  before  the  Committee. 
The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Sujq 
Lord  ARDEN  moved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Comn' 
that  110,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fca  fcrvice  for  the 
1798,  includig  20,000  marines. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid  that,  before  he  gave  his  aflent  to  that 
tion,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  be  inibrnted  ^  the  number  of  fc; 
borne  and  muftered.  He  felt  that  the  naval  fervice  of  this  co 
was  of  the  grcalcfl  importance  ;  he  could  not  give  his  affent  ti 
Tcdui^ion  of  our  naval  force.  No  man  rejoiced  more  than  h 
-.it  oilr  late  naval  victory  i  hut  he  was  for  following  the  bloi 
with  all  poliible  energy  and  force.  He  (hould  not  now  taki 
fcnfc  of  the  Committee  ;  but,  if  he  Ihould  be  of  the  feme  mir 
morrow  as  he  was  at  prcfent,  he  (hould  oppofe  any  redufiton  it 
fervice. 

Mr.  ChatKellor  PITT  faid,  that  there  could  be  no  di^rcr 
opinion  upon  the  importaiKe  of  the  naval  fervice  of  this  coui 
nor  any  upon  the  point  that  we  (hould  have  a  very  large 
fnrcc  i  but  on  the  other  hand,  although  we  were  to  proceed  11 
with  vigour  and  cffeft,  yet  it  wiis  not  imprudent  to  have  fomc 
of  praijlicat  economy.  110,000  men  was  the  largcft  efta 
ment  of  naval  force  this  country  had  at  any  period  of  its  hifter 
ccpt  the  laft  year ;  but  when  we  confidered  that  all  our  cnemic 
been  defeated  by  fea,  and  were  compelled  to  yield  to  His  Ma 
naval  force,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  110,000  men 
fully  adequate  to  the  purpofcs  which  the  prcfent  war  ca^i  pofTit 
quire.  Comparing  that  force  with  all  the  force  of  thcencu 
corfeffed  he  feared  no  reproach  for  voting  too  little,  by  alTi^t 
the  motion  now  before  the  Committee. 
The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 
2,645,5001.  were  then  voted  for  thcfc  feamen  for  13  nx 
fit  the  rate  of  1 1.  I7l.^r  man  ^^r  month. 

2,717,0001.  for  vi£lualling  for  the  fame  time,  at  the  t 
ill  ijs.  fir  man  Per  montli. 
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4,290,0001.  for  wear  and  tear,  &c.  at  3L  per  man^r  mbntlvr 
35y,5ool.  for ordnapcey  &c.  at  s^,per  man  p^r  month, 
i,2oo,oool.  for  es^pence  of  tranfports,  prifoners,  &c. 
The  Houfc  being  rcfumcd,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow, 

Tburfday^  November  16. 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  which  was  read  a  firft  time.  On  the  Speaker's  putting  Ac 
quefUon,  that  it  be  read  a  fccond  time, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  reminded  the  Houfe  that  he  had  yefterday,  in  the 
Committee,  ftated  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  it  would  be  exceedingly 
impovidcnt,  and  miftaken  economy,  to  diminifli  the  number  of  fea- 
mcn  from  120,000,  the  amount  of  laft  year,  to  110,000,  the 
number  dated  in  the  reiblution— -he  had  well  confidered  the  fubjed^ 
and  could  not  bring  bimfelf  to  think  that  fufficient  reafon  had  been 
dated  by  the  Minifler  for  this  great  dedudion  from  our  maritime 
force*     He  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  but  that,  if  the  enemy  were 
to  land)  the  force  of  the  country  would  be  fully  fufficient  to  make 
them  repent  it ;  but  he  neverthelefs  thought  that  it  would  be  much 
better  to  prevent  their  coming.     It  was  a  cafe  in  which  not  only 
probable,  but  pofiible  difafters  (hould  be  provided  againft.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  talked  in  the  Committee  of  idk 
parade ;  but  he  could  not,  for  his  part,  fee  how  voting  the  fame  num- 
ber of  feamen  we  had  laft  year,  could  be  called  idle  parade.     He 
'thoi^ht  it  was  for  the  intereft  of  the  country  to  look  to  her  naval 
ftrength,  and  was  of  opinion  that  money  employed  in  feamen  to  any 
amount  would  be  good  economy.     If  any  gentleman  in  that  Houfe^ 
qualified  to  give  a  decifive  opinion,  would  rife  in  his  place  and  (ay 
that  the  abatement  of  ten  thoufand  feamen  would  be  attended  with 
no  poflfible  rifk,  he  would  drop  the  fubje£t.     Whatever  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  mi^ht  fay,  he  (Mr.  Hufley)  was  in  his  own 
mind  convinced  that  the  true  reafon  of  the  diminution  was  the  dif- 
ficulty  found  in  railing  the  money ;  but  though  the  million  it 
would  cod  for  the  additional   1 0,000  men  was  hard  to  be  raifed, 
that  difficulty  bore  no  proportion  to  the  dangers  we  might  incur  by 
lowering  our  maritime  ftrength ;  for  conlidering  the  nature  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  enemy,  and  his  intentions  with  regard  to  England^ 
of  which  no  one  could  well  doubt,  he  drought  it  was  necefiary  not 
only  to  fecure  ourfdvcs  from  a  defcent,  but  to  keep  the  enen^  at  a 
great  diftance.     For  thefe  realbns  he  thought  it  would  be  true  eco- 
nomy to  vote  is^OiOOOy  and  to  that  end  be  would  give  his  ncga- 
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tivc    to  the  refolution  fur  110,000,  and  move  for  the  nun 
voted  laft  year. 

The  SPEAKER  b<;ggcd  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  gcr 
man>  that  as  the  refolution  for  1 10,000  had  already  paffed 
Committee,  it  would  be  necefTary,  for  any  additional  expencc 
have  it  recommitted  ;  it  was  therefore  better  to  let  the  rcfoluiioi 
lead  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  \cry  little  to  fay  in 
dition  to  the  obfcrvarions  he  had  madq  ItR  night  upon  the  hon 
^c  geoilefnan's  objeiSion.  On  the  gcnotal  principle,  that  it 
found  policy  to  keep  our  maritime  forde  in  pow«r  to  repel 
cnemyi  and  that  no  economy  (hould  fland  in  (he  way  offmper  ' 
vifions  for  radonal  fafety,  he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  honour 
gentlcfnan.  No  expencc  was  too  great  for  this  objcQ — and  a 
individual  economy,  he  conceived  that  no  contribution  could  be 
great  for  the  fafetyof  the  remainder.  With  ^fc  impreflions 
Jiismind  it  would  hardly  be  fufpc^d  ihatif  he  w«rc  not  conrli 
that  the  number  propofed  would  be  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofc 
£ifety,  the  mere  expenee  fhould  not  have  induced  him  to  fTopo 
rerfu£Hon.  It  was  necelTat}'  to  (top  fomewhcre;  but  if  cqfcs  mc 
{todible  were  to  be  made  the  limits  of  their  votes,  where  wctc  1 
to  Hop?  if  120,000  men  were  voted,  it  might  be  faid  I70,< 
ivcre  necclTar)' ;  and  if  130,000,  why  not  140,000^  1 
Atn  would  be  no  end  to  it.  But  tlie  true  queOion  was  this^ 
die  nature  of  the  ftruggle  in  which  we  are  Itktly  to  be  engaged 
^re  more  than  the  number  propofod:  To  any  thingftortof  them 
ber  that  would  put  us  on  a  footing  of  decided  fupcrionty  over 
enemy  he  would  never  give  his  affent.  Nor  would  he,  on  the  o 
hand,  :%rec  to  any  expencc  beyond  it.  He  had  yefterday  ftated 
the  reduclion  was  made  becaufc  the  maritime  power  of  the  em 
ifM  reduced  focwremcly  low  as  to  render  the  fame  extent  of  fi 
we  had  taft  year  intirely  fuperfluous.  The  invents  to  which 
alluded  were  yet  frcfli  In  every  one's  memory,  and  atforded  toler 
leafon  tofuppofe  that  the  diniinutionfntcnded  was  perfectly  confif 
widi  our  fecurity.  He  hoped  the  hcKiourable  gentleman  had 
forgotten  that  the  late  glorious  vidlory  obtained  by  Lord  DuiKan 
notthe  only  one  which  crippWd  the  enemy  in  the  laft  year,  11 
were  two  more  mufV  brilliant  and  dcclfwe  victories  in  that  tii 
fb  that  on  a  comparifon  of  our  force  now  with  that  (^  the  cnemj 
would  appear  plainly  that  1 1 0,000  men  were  enough.  If,  on 
oilier  hand,  the  honouiable  gentleman  would  compare  l}w  nuir 
aow  propofed  with  that  of  any  tormer  time,  he  would  find  it  m 
greater   in  proportion  10  the  neccflity  of  the  oafej   fo  many 
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t  ^Oyooo  rticn  hcvcf  having  been  votid  in  any  former  war,  eice^ 
in  the  hft  year  of  the  lafi  war,  at  which  time  the  enemy  had  no* 
lefs  than  140  fail  of' the  line.  '  Gentlemen  then  ihouM  eompate 
that  with  the  (tate  of  things  now,  and  candidly  fay  whether  Minif- 
ters  could  fairly  be  taxed  with  negledl  in  the  diminution  they  pro- 
pole.  He  concluded  with  afluring  the  honourable  gentlenun,  that 
though  in  this  indance  he  thought  his  propofition  groundlefs  and 
unnecedfaiy,  he  would  always  liften  with  refpedt  and  attention  to 
any  thing  he  fliould  think  proper  to  ftate,  if  warranted  by  the.  cir- 
cunlftancrs  of  the  country, 

Mr«  MARTIN  wifhdd  to  know  whether  the  decreafe  in  the 
navy  was  to  be  followed  by  a  dtcreafe  m  the  army  ?  He  perfcftly^ 
coincided  with  Mr.  tluiOey  in  his  fentiments  rcfped^ing  the  fuperior 
importance  of  the  navy^  as  well  on  the  grounds  ftated  l^  tfaatgpntlet: 
man,  as  on  the  prim!i(des  of  humanity-^or  it  was  worthy  of  remark 
that  though  the  battle  of  Odiober  laft,  when  Lord  Duncan  obtained 
the  brilliant  victory  over  the  Dutch,  was  reckoned  uncommonly 
bloody  for  a  fea  fight,  the  number  of  men  killed  was  not  fo  great 
as  of  thofe  killed  in  fome  iingle  fkirmifhes  in  Germany. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman's 
queftion  would  be  fully  anfwercd  when  the  army  efiimates  would 
roms  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  •  In  the  mean  time  he  would 
fay,  that  the  decreafe  of  the  navy  could  not  by  any  means  be  fup- 
pofed  to  juftify  a  decreafe  in  the  army.  It  was  true,  as  an  honour- 
able gentleman  (Mr.  Hufley)  had  faid,  that  the  enemy  ought  tb  be 
kept  from  coming  here  ;  but  it  was  equally  true  that  we  Aould 
keep  ourfelves  in  a  Aare  to  give  a  good  account  of  him  if  he  fliould 
happen  to  ^ ome. 

Mr.  HtJSSEY  being  about  to  rife, 

The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  if  the  honourable  gentlcmanr 
fliould  be  of  opinion  to  perfevere  in  his  amendment,  it  would  be 
nccellary  for  him  to  move  a  reconimitment. 

The  refolution  was  then  read  a  iecond  time. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  again  rofe,  and  faid  he  coqld  not  let  the  fubjeA 
pafs  without  trying  the  fate  of  a  queAion  on  it.  It  was  true  the 
fleet!  of  the  enemy  had  been  much  crippled  or  nearly  deftruyed,  but 
was  the  Houfe  to  conclude,  that  tfa^  would  not  ufe  exertions  i  No 
attempt  to  refit  anfi  bring  forward  their  marine  ?  Cooki  1)ot  the 
Ihtps  they  had,  be  repaired  i  Were  they  escpeiSed  to  be  idle- 1 
Were  no  ofFenfive  operations  to  be  attempted  to  bring  them  to  better 
terms  ?  And  had  we  not  an  ally  who  ftood  in  need  of  our  aflif- 
tancef     He  ftiU,  therefore,  remained  of  his  fir  A  opinion,  and 
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dioi^  he  would  not  divide  the  Houfe,  lince  he-  faw  the-  fenf 
4^inn  him,  he  would  at  leaA  move  for  a  reoommitment*  whii 
did  -y  and  the  queftion  beii^  put,  it  was  negatived. 


ACCOUNT  of  Advances  made  to  GovernmcDt  bj 
Bank,  from  25ih  February  to  ift  November  179 

1797. 
Match  2a  to  9th,  To  the  Loidi  Commiffionen  of  His  Majcfly'i 

Tre^uiy,  onExcheqaerBilU         —         aj 
Match  lotb.         On'  Exchequer  Bills  at  3ld.  per  cent,  pet 

daf,  ilTued  on  account  of  Xjoan  1 797,  tor 

i8,ooo,09oL        .—  aj 

April  4ih  to  tjth.  On  ditto,  bdng  a  Loan  for  6oo,oool.  pur- 

fuanttoaclaufein  ibeaflof 37thGeo.Ul. 

cap.  45.  fee.  4.  —  —  S9 

All  the  above  funis,  with  intcreft  thcieon,  were  paid  the  3  ift  July 

Bank,  W.  EDWARDS 

loth  November  1797,  Accountant  Get 


ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Amount  of  mortgaged  Ai 
of  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  depofited  in  the  Ban 
England, 

;  A  Tin  Box  was  depoCced  at  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  26ih  Si 
bcr  1794,  by  Melln.  Boyd,  Benlield,  and  Co.,  fealed  by  them  and 
tary  Public ;  the  latter  of  whom  has  certified,  that  the  box  contaios  ti 
five  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Vienna,  sniouDiing  to  one  mill! 
bandied  thonfand  florins  each,  making  together  forty  millions  of  1 
which  are  eftimated  at  four  millions  fterling. 

On  the  4th  December  17^5,  another  Tin_Box  was  de^fited  by  ? 
Boyd,  Benfield,  and  Co.,  which  a  Notary  Public  has  certified  ta  the 
contains  twenty  mortgage  bonds  of  one  million  florins  each,  and  oni 
of  one  million  thiee  hundred  andthirty' three  thoufand  three  hondre 
thirty-three  florins  twenty  kreuiaeis,  making  in  all  twenty-one  ui 
three  hundred  a^  thirty-three  thoiifand  three  hundred  and  thirtj 
fiorins  and  twenty  kreutzers,  eftimated  to  be  equal  in  value  to  two  m 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoofand  three  hundred  and  thirtj 
pounds  fix  fliillings  and  eight  pence  ftcrUag. 

Bank,  W.  EDWARDS, 

lodt  Ncvcaber  1797.  Accoantani  Get: 
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ACCOUNT  refpcfting  IMPERIAL  STOCK. 

No  Purchafes  have  been  made  on  account  of  the  Imperial  Loan,  to- 
wards its  redemption. 

Bank,  W.  EDWARDS. 

lOth  November  1797.  Accountant  Gcn:ral. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday y  Ncvemheri*]. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  informed  their  Lordfliips,  that 
the  Houfe  had  waited  upon  His  Majefty  with  their  unanimous  ad- 
drefsy  and  that  His  Majefty  was  pleafcd  to  make  a  gracious  anfwer. 
\^For  which f  fee  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commons  of  ff^ednefday  hfl*^ 

Their  Lordfhips  then  made  fomc  orders  in  the  arrangement  of 
appeals  and  private  bunnefs. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday y  Nrcemker  17. 

Mr.  ABBOT  rofe  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  gave  notice 
ycfterday  for  making  the  rcfolutions  of  the  Committee  for  promul- 
gating the  ftatutes  ftanding  orders  of  the  Houfe — he  defircd  the  rc- 
folutions might  be  read  ;  which  being  done,  he  proceeded  to  remark 
that,  as  the  refolutions  which  had  been  read  had  expired  with  the 
laft  feflion,  it  would  be  ncccflary  to  renew  them.  He  therefore 
moved  them  over  again^  with  a  fmall  alteration  in  one  of  them,  and 
they  paffed  without  a  negative.  He  then  moved  that  the  fame  be  ^ 
made  ftanding  orders  of  the  Houfe,  which  was  alfo  granted  with- 
out oppofition. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee 
appointed  to  confider  of  the  expediency  of  renewing  the  reftridlions 
on  cafh  payments  at  the  Bank. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  the  report  was  read, 
and  is  as  follows  : 

Voi.IV.  Dd 
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"  THE  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY,  appointed  to  ii 
quire  whether  it  may  be  expedient  farther  to  continue  the  R 
Hriflion,  contained  in  Two  Afls,  made  in  the  laft  SefTion 
Parliament,  rerpefling  Payments  in  Cafii  by  the  Bank  ;  ha' 
inquired  accordingly,  and  agreed  upon  the  following  R 
port ;  viz. 

"  YOUR  Committee  have,  in  the  firft  placet  examined  the  loi 
nount  of  ou  I -Handing  demands  on  the  Bank  of  England,  and  at  il 
inds  for  dlfcharging  the  fame  ;  and  find,  from  the  examination  of  t] 
'Ovcmor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank,  and  the  documents  pt> 
uced  by  thom,  that  the  total  amount  of  out-ftanding  demands  on  tl 
ank  was,  on  the  nth  day  of  this  inftant  November,  ly.jyS.gioL;  ai 
lat  the  total  amount  of  the  funds  for  difcharging  the  fame  (without  ii 
uding  the  permanent  debt  due  from  Government,  of  ii,6S6,8oo 
hich  bears  an  intercft  of  three  pet  cent,)  was,  on  the  fame  da 
1,418,4601.;  leaving  a  balance  of  furplus  in  favour  of  the  Bank  (cxcl 
vc  of  the  above-mentioned  debt  from  Government)  of  3,839,5501. 

"  Your  Committee  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  principal  anicla 
hich  the  above-mentioned  uim  of  21,41  8,460!.,  being  the  credit  fide 
>e  account,  is  made  up,  wiili  a  view  of  nlccitaining  how  far  the  Bar 
light  be  enabled  to  rcfume  its  accullomcd  paymtnts  in  cadi,  in  cafe  the  t 
ridion  at  prefent  fubfifting  ftiould  be  removed  ;  and  your  Commitii 
^d,  that  the  advances  to  Government  have,  on  the  one  hand,  been 
uch  reduced,  fince  the  2;[h  of  February  lalt,  as  to  amount,  on  the  fa' 
ith  day  of  this  inft.  November,  to  no  more  than  the  fum  of  4,i5ti,i4c 
hile,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cafh  and  bullion  in  the  Bank  have  increafu 
I  an  amount  more  than  live  times  the  value  of  that  at  which  they  flood  c 
le  fame  z  5th  of  February  lafl,  and  much  above  that  at  which  they  hai 
3od  at  any  time  fmce  the  beginning  of  .September  1755. 

"  Yout  Committee  fanhfr  find,  that  the  courJe  of  exchange  wii 
lamturgh  is,  at  prefent,  uniifually  favourable  to  this  country,  and  tha 
nm  the  fituation  of  our  trade,  there  is  good  reafon  to  imagine  it  will  1 
jntinue,  unlefs  poliiical  circumftances  ihnuld  occur  to  affeii  it. 

"  Your  Commiiiee  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  Governor  ai>d  Di 
jiy  Governor  of  the  Bank,  as  to  their  opinion  of  the  inconvenience  whic 
laj^have  arifen  from  the  reftriAion  impufcd  on  the  Bank  from  makin 
lyment  in  ealh,  and  of  the  expediency  of  continuing  fnch  rellriftion 
id  your  Committee  find,  that  they  are  not  aware  of  any  fueh  inconven 
ice,  and  thai  they  are  fupporlcd  in  that  idea,  by  knowing  that  tli 
inkers  and  traders  of  London,  who  had  a  right  by  (he  a&  of  Parliamei 
I  demand  three  fourths  of  any  depofit  in  calh  which  they  had  made  in  i( 
ank,  of  500I.  or  upwards,  have  only  claimed  about  one  fixteenth  :  an 
lur  Committee  find,  that  the  Court  of  Direfiors  of  the  Bank  did,  on  th 
Jth  of  Oflobcr,  1797,  come  to  a  refolution,  a  Copy  of  which  is  fubjoino 
I  this  Report. 

"  YourCommiitee  having  farthcrcxamined  the  Governor  and  Depur 
overnor,  as  to  what  may  be  meant  by  the  political  circumflances  men 
Doed  in  that  rcfolution,  find,  that  ihey  underfland  by  them,  the  ftate  c 
iftilityin  which  the  nation  is  ftill  involved,  and  particularly  fuch  appre 
:nfions  as  may  be  entertained  of  invafion,  either  in  Ireland  or  this  country 
igether  with  the  podibiiity  there  may  be  of  advances  being  to  be  mad 
Dm  thl(  country  to  Iieland ;  and  that  &oin  thofe  ciicumftaDCct  fi>  ex 
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plained,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  the  avowed  purpofe  of  the 
enemy  to  attack  this  country  by  means  of  its  public  credit,  and  to  diftrefs 
It  in  its  financial  operations,  they  are  led  to  think  that  it  will  be  expedient 
to  continue  the  reltrid\ion  now  fubtifling,  with  the  referve  for  partial  ifTues 
of  calh,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  fiank,  of  the  nature  of  that  contained  in 
the  preient  a^s  ;  and  that  it  may  be  fo  continued,  without  injury  to  the 
credit  of  the  Bank,  with  an  advantage  to  the  nation. 

•*  Your  Committee,  therefore,  having  taken  into  condderation  the  ge- 
neral fituation  of  the  country,  are  of  opinion,  that  notwithflanding  the 
affairs  of  the  Bank,  both  with  refpeA  to  the  general  balance  of  its  ac- 
counts, and  its  capacity  of  making  payments  in  fpecie,  are  in  fucli  a  ila^t 
that  it  might  with  fafety  refumc  its  accuilomed  fundions,  under  a  different 
(late  of  public  affairs ;  yet,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  continue  the  reftric- 
tion  now  fubfifting  on  iuch  payments,  for  fuch  time,  and  under  fuch  limi- 
tations, as  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  may  feem  fit." 

Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank. 

**  At  a  Court  of  Directors,  at  the  Bank,  on  Thurfday  the  26th 

Oftober,  1 797  ; 

«'  Rcfolved, 

< 

•*  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  That  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England  are  enabled  to  ifTue  fpecie,  in  any  manner 
that  maybe  deemed  neccflary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public;  and 
the  Court  have  no  hetitation  to  declare,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  are  in 
fuch  a  (late,  that  it  can  with  fafety  refume  its  accuftomed  functions,  if  the 
political  circumftances  of  the  country  do  not  render  it  inexpedient :  but  the 
Directors  deeming  it  foreign  to  their  province  to  judge  of  thcfe  points,  wifh 
to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament,  whether,  as  it  has  been  once  judged 
ptoper  to  lay  a  reftri^ion  on  the  payments  of  the  Bank  in  cafh,  it  may,  or 
may  not,  be  prudent  to  continue  the  fame." 

Mr.  Clianccllor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  firft  to 
move  that  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  be  printed,  in  order 
that  all  the  Members  might  have  the  fatl$fa£tion  of  informing 
themfelves  in  detail  of  ftatcments  fo  very  pleaiing  and  important  ; 
but  as  it  would  take  fome  time  to  have  it  printed,  he  trufted  that 
thofe  gentlemen  who  had  now  heard  the  Report  read  would  think 
.  with  him  that^  after  the  full  examination  the  iubje£l  had  undergone 
in  the  Committee  ;  after  the  clear  and  decided  opinion  that  Com- 
mittee had  pronounced  upon  it ;  and  after  the  diftindt  Aatenaenl^ 
not  only  of  them  but  of  the  Bank  Diredlors  ;  it  would  be  unnecef- 
fary  to  detain  the  bufinefs  merely  on  account  of  the  printing  ;  and 
that  it  would  be  proper  to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  objcft  of 
(that  Report ;  and  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (pr  that  pur- 
pofe. He  avowed  that  the  meafure  he  meant  now  to  propofe  was 
not  confined  to  the  ftridt  terms  of  the  former  bill ;  but  would  move 
on  the  principle  that,  as  the  country  was  peculiarly  circumftanced, 
it  would  be  ;|dvifcablc  to  continue  the  rcftriflion  as  long  a?  the  prc- 
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c(l  ecntinui-H,  or  nt  kail  as'  long  as  that  eonteft  continui 
Nipe  and  wuh  tlic  3^\k&  it  now  bore,  rcfcrving  however 
■lit  the  right  to  it:fi.-irnl  rhc  mcafurc,  an<!  to  limit,  to  qualif 
■  tn  annul  th<'  rcflrii'\ions,  as  future  circumftances  might  ii 
m  in  their  wiktom  to  ihink  nceiffarj'.  The  Houfc  wou 
oncUT(*i;  ihat  it  mud  always  be  his  will),  as  it  muft  be  the 

rtfiorc  the  iffue  of  money  from  the  Bank  to  its  form 
;  but  tlicy  would  aifo  confulcr  that  their  continuing  the  r 
could  nut  reafon.bly  produce  the  leaft  alarm  or  apprchci 
cc  thty.  had  now  intliCputable  evidence  before  them  that, 
I  the  gloomy  prediclions  of  thufe  gentlemen  who  faid  th 
he  E^nk  nor  the  national  credit  could  furvivc  the  meafu 
rlficd,  both  h^d  rapidlv  rifcn  to  the  high  condition  of  pro 
nich  had  juft  been  ftated — and  that  not  one  of  ihofe  incoi 
5  which  had  been  fo  confidently  prcdj£lcd  to  rcfult  from  tl 
n,  had  even  yet  arifen  to  jufiify  the  apprehcniions  of  ihc 
irrt  fo  violently  opjjofcd  ihat  mcafure.  He  therefore  wou 
r  leave  to  cominuc  the  reflriclion  ;  but  before  he  did  fo  I 
mifc  that  fomc  of  the  provifions  would  require  amciidmet 
ufc  woiiM  fee  how  low  the  advances  to  Government  h 
uced — but  they  would  hardly  feel  that  the  cudomary  a 
y  the  Bank  upon  the  land  and  malt  duties  ought  to  be  pr 

yet  as  the  law  now  Hood  they  would  ;  it  therefore  wou 
r.iry  to  fifi.'U  the  bill  in  that  rcfpefl.  He  then  move 
ivc  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  provilions 
er  bill,  for  retraining  cafh  payments  at  the  Bank,  and 
nd  continue  the  other  provifions  in  the  fame— which  w 

WILBERi'ORCE  BIRD  faid,  that  he  rofc  for  the  pi 
noving  for  leave  to  liring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  a£l  pafl 
in,  for  fufpcfiuing  the  aifts  of  the  15th  and  (jihofGco! 
ird  ;  but  preliminary  to  his  motion,  he  wilhcd  to  be  i 
by  Ihc  Chancellor  of  the  Eschcquer,  of  fomc  fafls  rdp< 
coin  of  the  country,  which  might  poflibty  have  a  tender 
r  fonr>e  of  the  provifions  of  his  propofed  bill  unnccelTai 
:  wilhed  to  know,  whether  the  copper  coinage  for  which  \ 
lad  addrelTcd  the  King  had  yet  been  made?  and  next, 

0  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  coinage  of  (live 
r  now  in  circulation  being  as  low  in  value  and  quality,  as  < 

1  quantity :  he  therefore  fuggellcd  the  propriety  of  making 
lagc.      He  was  aware  that  it  might  be  alledgcd   the  ina 

attendit^  it  would  be  great ;  but  it  Qiuuld  be  contidci 
aoanlity  of  filver  bullion  v'hich  was  now  ta  the  Bank,  a 
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was  there  a  dead  weight,  would,  if  coined  into  money,  incrcafc  the 
quantity  of  fpccie  very  confiderably.  There  was  certainly  this  ob- 
jecilion  to  coining  it,  that  it  would  be  melted  down^as  foon  as  the 
price  of  filvcr  role  to  a  certain  pitch  ;  but  he  had  heard,  and  did  be- 
lieve, that  there  were  modes  of  preparing  and  making  the  (Uver  (b 
as  to  be  coined  with  certain  advantage  to  the  country* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  in  anfwer  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman's queftion,  that  a  copper  coinage  had  not  only  been  for  (omc 
time  in  forwardncfs,  but  had  been  in  confiderable  quantities  ifluing  fcr 
fome  time.  On  the  fubje^  of  a  coinage  of  filver,  he  had  had  feme 
converfations  with  the  Bank  Direflors,  and  the  refult  was,  that  a 
coinage  of  filvcr  was  in  contemplation— but  he  .could  not  fay  whe- 
ther it  would  be  carried  into  cfFcft  time  enough  to  obviate  the  nc- 
ccflTity  of  the  provifions  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  bill.  Thcic 
was,  however,  another  coinage  in  view,  and  this  was  not  an  iitipi^- 
pcr  occafion  on  which  to  announce  it — a  coinage  of  gold  pieces,  of 
the  value  of  feven  (hillings.  Thefe  were  in  forwardnefe,  and 
nearly  ready  for  deHvery. 

Mr.  BIRD  then  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  continue  the  aft  paffcd  laft  feflion,  for  repealing  the  afts  of  the 
1 5th  and  1 7th  of  George  the  Third,  which  was  pafied  mm,  cm, 

Mr.  DENT  exprcfled  his  forrow,  that  by  the  rules  of  the  Houfc 
he  was  precluded  from  moving  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  full  attendance  on  the  day  when  his  right  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Pitt)  was  to  open  the  budget.  He  thought  it  was  extremely 
difgraccful  to  gentlemen  of  any  party  to  abfent  themfclvcs  entirely 
from  their  duty  in  the  Houfe,  particularly  on  fo  important  an  oc- 
cafion ;  and  he  much  wilhed  he  could  enforce  their  attendance. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  there  was  no  aftual  rule  of  the  Houfe 
againft  his  moving  for  a  call.  It  had  indeed  been  the  pradlicc, 
though  not  a  rule,  to  allow  an  interval  of  fourteen  days,  but  it  was 
competent  to  the  honourable  Member  to  move  for  this  day  fe'nni^t. 

Mr.  DENT — •*  Then,  Sir,  I  move  that  there  be  a  call  of  tbc 
Houfe  this  dav  fc'nnight.'' 

The  SPEAKER—'*  Who  fcconds  that  motion  ?" 

Mr.  HOBART— *'  I,  Sir— move  that  the  Houfe  do  now 
aJjourn;'*  and  it  was  carried  aln^ft  unanimoufly. 
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'To  the  Honourable  the  Knights,  Citizens,  ar 

gefles,  in  Parliament  aflembled. 
An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income  of.  and  Charge 
the  CONSOLIDATED   FUND,  for  thtT* 
ended  the  loth  of  Od:ober,  1797. 

INCOME. 

Excife  _  „  i,7i+.:9 

Stampi  —  —  ,     .  joi.ifc 

^It  ,  —  ,„„  ,1: 

.Letter  money  by  afl  37Geo.  IJI.  £.  102.659  " 
Ditto              by  ditto 


Surplus  of  letter  motiey        —  ZS<if>f 

Sdzurei  ~  ^— 

Hawkers  and  pnllan  —  •— 

Hackney  coaches  —  — 

Houfes  and  windows  —  — 

Malefervaots  —  —        ~ 

Hptfes  —  —  «_ 

Four-wheeled  carriage!        —  — 

Two-wheeled  ditto  —  — 

6d.  per  lib.  on  penliuns  , 

IS.     ditto         lalaries  —  — . 

Biicifli  rpirits,  1791  —  . 

Foreign  ditto  —  .. 

Billi  and  receipts         —        —  i^>*S° 

Surplus  of  ditto         —              . —  4J,0Jf> 
Game  duty         _       —                — 

lol.  per  cent.                  ^..i  . — . — 

Britilb  rpirita,  1794.                .—  — 

Foreign  ditto        —  .■ 

Attomies  articles             — . 

Glafs             —                 . — 

Bricks  {Excife)  

Ditto  (Cuftoms)  

Sla.ici  and  ftones  — 

Diftillcrs'  licences  _^             9,000 

Surplus  of  ditto  —             —         3s,c-oo 

Paper  (Excife)  _           _         18,750 

Surplus  of  ditto  .—             —         ii,i+3 

Britifh  fpirits,  1795  .—                 — 

Foreign  ditto  —               — .           — 

Cocoa,  SiC.  

Tea  —  


V^ 


:!} 
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Fruit,  &c.  — 

Coals,  &c.         — 

Hair- powder  certificates 

Wine  — 

Sweets  — • 

Ship  policies  — « 

Receipts  — 

Stamps  — 

Tobacco,  &c.    ^'jc^S 

Horfc-dcalcrb'  licences 

Salt  —  '  ' 

jol.  per  cent.  —  —  — 

Horfcs  —  —  —  — .— 

2s.  duty  on  diiio  __  

Wines  (Cuftoms)  —  

Ditto   (Excifc)  —  —  — 

Sweets  —  —  —  — - 

Hats         —  — I         — .        ^.  2,369  17  9 

Surplus  of  ditto        —  —         26,881   19  o 

Legacies  —  _-  — 

Dogs  —  —  —  — 

Sugar,  1 79^7         —  — •  —  — 

Bricks  (Excife)  —  —  — 

Cocoa  nuts  —  —  

lea  ■  ■  — 

Britilh  fpirlts         ■  

Foreign  ditto  »  ■ 

Stage  coaches    —  —  — 

A  anions  —  —  ^-  — 

fl  per  cent. 

V^cd$        —  ^  _  — 

Pepper  —  —  ■ 

20L  per  cent. 


Arrears  of  Taxes 


'  Female  fervants 
Carts         « 
.  Waggons 


£' 

/. 

/• 

21,895 

5 

4 

5,321 

12 

I'i 

57.068 

13 

7 

94.529 

»    0 

0 

2,361 

0 

0 

27»«33 

H 

6 

2.57' 

6 

9 

13.128 

8 

2 

37«469 

0 

0 

327 
8, ceo 

20,050 

II 

9 

0 
4 

0 
9 

12,100 

0 

0 

7,850 

0 

0 

71.405 

12 

li 

3,124 

0 

0 

2,444 
}    29,251 

0 

0 

16 

9 

12,463 

18 

ID 

8,450 

0 

0 

120,454 

'7 

24 

7,702 

0 

0 

874 

0 

0 

41.939 

0 

0 

4*481 

0 

0 

23.79® 

0 

0 

14,041 

2 

8 

io,u8 

0 

0 

108,467 

^5 

6 

19*301 

18 

3 

2,000 

0 

0 

—           9 

I 

T  9 

3 

—           9 

1  z 

0 

28 

2 

0 

Arrears  of  55th,  56th,  57th,  and  58th,  4s.  aid  per 

annis  1791,  1702,  1793,  ^794  —  21,608     5     4I 

Money  paid  by  A.  Newland,  Efq.   on  account  of  the 

Commiffioners  for  ifTuing  Exchequer  bills  by  aft 

^c  Geo.  III.  —  —  — 

Ditto  by  Edward  Roberts,  Efq.  arifing  from  the  refi- 

duc  of  Exchequer  fees  —  

Ditto  by  Thomas  Bullock,  Efq.   Agent  for  the  late 

province  of  Senegambia  ■  •      —  — 

Ditto  by  Claude  Scott,  Efq.  on  account  of  com  fold 

for  the  ufe  of  Government  —  — 

Impreft  money  re-paid  by  Colonel  Tottenham 
Ditto  by  James  Brace,  Efq.  Governor  of  the  ifland 

of  Dominica  —  -  ■  '■    "  —  130 


36,000 

0 

0 

S^fSSO 

2 

5 

1,000 

0 

0 

jo,ooo 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

£.  5,161,940  14    ol 


^^^•m 


J 


[Com 


2.041  I 


7.917  ■ 
6,181 

i.a.9  . 

»70 


PARLIAMENTARY 
CHARGE. 

EXCHEQUER. 

isities,  2-7tbs  excife,  for  i  and  3  livct,  for  three 

monthi,  due  i«thOflober  1797  — 

— —  3,700!.  per  week,  excifc,  wirh  the  Ailaries 
to  the  officers  of  the  receipt  of  His  Majcfty's  Ex- 
chequer, far  three  months,  due  loth  Oftober  179' 
^— —  Anno  1706,  with  ditto,  for  ditto 
'i  Anno  1707,  with  ditto,  for  ditto 

Per  ift  aft  1708,  with  ditto,  for  ditto 

Per  id  aft  1 7«8,  with  ditto,  for  ditto 

On  lives,  with  benefit  of  farvivorihip,  for 

fix  months,  ditto  —  — 

— In  claiTes,  by  aft  39  Geo.  III. 

for  fit  months,  ditto  —  —         »i,<3i     ■ 

SOUTH-SEA  COMPANY. 

nuit^  and  management  of  14^65,0841.  13s.  1 1  \A. 
theiT  prefeni  capital,  for  three  months,  due  loth 
Oaober  1797  i8}'9<)3  ' 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

oity,  on  their  capital  of  4,000,000!.  at  3I.  per 
cent,  perann.  purchafed  of  the  South.SeaCom- 
pany,for  three  mouthg,  due  lOthOftober  1797         30,474  ti 

—  on  th«rcap!talof  3,zoo,oooL  at  3I. percent. 

perann.  due  ditto  —  —  —       25,000    1 

—  on  their  capital  of  500,000!.  at  ditto,  due  ditto      3,750    • 

■  ■  i.i^OiOool.  at  ditto,  due  ditto      9.37;     < 

1,750,000!.  at  ditto,  dueditio     13,115    < 

■  986,000!.  at  ditto,  due  ditto        7*401     1 

.      ,  C--    ■■  '■ 

uity  at  4I.  per  ceM.  per  ann.  oa 
«  principal  fum  of  36,100,000!. 
r  half  a  year,  to  loth  Oft.  1^97  SjOjtoo    o    o 

—  For  anfweiing  and  paying 
c  charges  of  management  of  the 
id  annuities,  for  the  fame  time, 
tcr  abating  114I.  ii,  6d.  for  the 
ilf  of  ^ill.    3s.  in  refpcA  of 


3ol,  putchafed  bytheci 
im  for  the  redu^ion  of  the 


>7.'  . 

iffionm  ti 

itional    debt  before   the    loth 

Eteber  1797  —         —        9j»*3 


anfweting  and  paying  half  a 
ar's  annuity  at  4I.  per  cent,  due 
e  faid  lotli  OAober  1797,  on 
i4,tl6ll.   51.    lod.     being  the 


l39,«3     8     6 
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amount  of  the  annuities  to  which 
the  proprietors  of  navy,  victual- 
ling, and  tranfportbills,  delivered  -'^ 
up  to  be  cancelled,  purfuant  to        ^.        /.    d, 
the  aft  of  37  Geo.  III.  are  en-  '\ 
^  titled            '5»297    4    6 

For  anfwering  and  paying  half  a 
year's  annuity,  at  4L  per  cent, 
due  the  faid  lothOAober  1797, 
on  104,43 2I.  58.  8d.  being  the 
amount  of  the  annuities  to  which 
the  proprietors  of  Exchequer  bills 
delivered  up  to  be  cancelled,  pur- 
fuant to  the  faid  ^ft  37  Geo.  III. 
are  entitled         —  2,088  12  11 

For  anfwrring  and  paying  half  a 
year's  annuity,  at  4I.  per  cent. 
due  the  faid  lOthOAober  1797, 
to  fuch  of  the  contributors  to- 
wards raiiing  14,500,000!.  granted 
by  an  aft  ^7  Geo.  III.  towards 
thefupplyof  the  year  1797,  as 
have  completed  their  whole  pay- 
ments on  1,865,2631.  17s.  9|iU  j^.  X.  d. 
on  or  before  7th  Oft ober  1797         37*305     5     61 

—  893?9«4  i»     si 

For  anfwering  and  paying  half  a 
'year's  annuity  on  41,540,073!. 

i6s.  4d.  in  reduced  annuities, due 

the  faid  lothOftober  1797  623,101     a     ij. 

For  fatisfying  and  paying  the  charges 

of  management  of  tne  faid  an- 
nuities, tor  the  fame  time,  after 

abating  the  fum  of  \  ,406!.  i  os. 

being  after  the  rate  of  45«1.  per 

million,  on  the  principal  fum  of 

6,250,0001.    pnrchafed    by    the 

commidioners  for  the  reduftion 

of  the  national  debt  before  the 

5th  April  1797         —        —  7,940    5    4 

For  anfwering  and  pay- 
ing half  a  year's  an- 
nuity, due  the  faid 
loth  October,  on 
4,500,000!.  granted 
by  an  aft  16  Geo.  IIL 
for  railing  i8,ooo,oool.  ^.  /.  /• 
for  the  fervice  of  the 
year  1706        —         67,500    o    o 

For  (atisfyine  and  pay- 
ing the  charges  of 
management   of    the 

Vol.  IV.  Ff  ' 
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id  innaitin  for  two        £.      ».    d. 

an,  due  laid  uth 

■flobei  1797  +.01°    00       £• 

__  7,,5s<, 

ranfweringand  pay. 
ig  half  a  year's  an- 
ility, due  [he  laid 
>thOftober  1797,00 
1895,61;!.  to  which 
iS  7  ;  ,oool.  granted 
f  one  other  aA  ',6 
«o.  III.  for  raifing 
.joo.txjol.  for  the 
[viceof  the  faid  year 
•96  i)  reduced,  the 
ID  of  I  J,37;l.  ha?- 
g  been  forfeited  by 
ndry  perfont  not 
impletingtheii  whole 


lyment}  Z7>S94 

'  fatisfyingi 
Z  the  charge 


:  fatisfying  and  pay- 
•      '  argei  of  ma- 


igement  of  the  faid 
inukiea,  on  856I. 
;>.  7d.  per  annum 
t  one  year  and  half, 
le  the  fitid  10th  Oc- 
bcri797  1,15;    4  loj 


:  anfirering  and  paying  half  a 
'car'i  annuity,  due  the  laid  10th 
)aober  17971  to  liich  of  the 
ontributon  lor  raifing  I4,;do,ooo1. 
lurfuant  to  the  id  a£t  371b 
jeo.III.  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ear  1797,  ai  made  good  their 
irhole  payntent*  on  or  before  the 
thOAober  1797  —  ( 


aafwciiog  and  paying  the  an- 
uitiei  granted  for  99,  98,  80, 
8.77.7Si'69i.  6bi.and6sJ 
ears,  grown  due  forthe  half  year, 
nded  the  lothOAober  1797  426,5if  19     s 

the 
~  the 

4.798    6     ' 


43 ''3 "4    6 


iBted  for  64I  yean 


Nov.  17J  DEBATES.  {  ,  'ai9 

by  an  a^  36  Geo.  III.     £.    t.  d. 

for  the  halfyear,  ended 

icth  October  .17^7       29^250  o  o 

For  fatisfying  and  pay- 
ing the  charges  of  ma- 
nagement,   at    6581.  < 

^2S.  6d.  per  annum » for  ' 

two  years,   ended  the 

faid     loth    Goober  /.      s.    ^. 

1797  —  1,316  s  o 


For  anfwering  and  pay- 
ing the  annuities 
granted  for  64.I  years 
by  aa  36  Geo.  III. 
for  the  half  year  ended 
10th  O^ober  17971 
the  annuity-  of  42I. 
12%,  6d.  part  thereof 
being  forfeited  by  cer- 
tain perf  ns  negleA- 
ine  to  complete  their 
whole  payments  io,2<)i  3  9 

For  fatisfying  and  pay- 
ing the  charges  of  ma* 
nagement  of  the  faid 
annuities,  at  231I.  i  is. 
per  ann.  for  i^  year^ 
due  ditto         ■     ■-         317  6  6 


30,566 


10,638     10     3 


For  anfweri6g  and  paying  the  an* 
nuitiea  granted  by  an  a^  3  7  Geo. 
Ili.  for  62  years  and  9  months, 
to  fuch  of  the  coiitributor^  for 
raidng  14,500,000!.  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  r797,  who  com- 
pleated  their  whole  payments  on 

or  before  7th  Odobcr  1 797^  for  £•        /. 

half  a  year,  due  ditto  —         14,9^9  '^     ^ 


Annuities  for  30,   28,   and    i8{ 

years,  by  a^s  18,   19,  and  29 

Geo.  III.  for  6  months,  due  ditto    209,166  ib    54 
Annuities  for  fatis'yi.  g  and  paying^ 

the  charges  of  management  of  the 

faid  annuities,  for  the  fame  time  2,353     2     5I 

Annuities  by  ads  4  and  5  William 
and  Mary,  commonly  called  1 4K 
per  cems.  which  ceafed  on  1 4th 
iebraary  1792,  and  are  to  be 
(  Ztxd  to  the  account  of   the 

Ef  a 


487,428  13    o 


211,519    12    tP-*; 
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commiDioners  for  reducing  the 

narional  debt,  for  3montht,  due        £^.        i,    d,        ^,         /. 

loth  Oiflober  1797  —      ,  12,118  ij     7I 

Annuities  for  q6  years,  by  afli  jUj 

and  6lh  of  tne  fame  reign,  which 

ceafed  at  5lh  February  1791,  and 

arc  to  be  place)  to  the  account  of 

the  faid  commillioneii  i>59'     8     o 

■■ —     '3-7">     5 

Annuities  fur    10  years,  by  aA  17 

Geo.  III.  which  ceafed  on   jth 

April  1787,  and  are  to  be  placed 
'to  the  account  of  the  faid  com- 

miilioners,  for  6   months,    due 

lOihOdober  1797         —  "—  iJ,joo     o 

Kor  anfwering  and   paying  half  a 

year's  annu:iy,  due  lothOflobct 

1797,  at  5I.  per  cent,  pcrann.  to 

fuch  of  the  conttibuiori  for  raif- 

ing  18,000,0001,  for  the  fervice 

of  the  year  1797,  as  completed 

theic  whole  payments  on  1,378,3611. 

I09.  part  thereof,  on  or  before  the 

ad  April  17971  ihe  faid  coutri- 

buton  beingenitlled  to  1 1  it.  ics. 

capital  ftock  for  every  locl.  fub- 

fcribed  —  —  S9.4S9     i     3 

For  anfwering  and  payingoneyear  s 

annuity,  due  the  faid  loth  Ofto- 

bcr  t797,ai  ;!.  per  cent,  per  ann. 

to  fuch  i^f  the  contributors  for 

Tailing   the  faid  1 8,000, oocl.  as 

did    not  complete   their  whole 

payments  on  or  before  the  faid 

ad  April   1797,  but  completed 

the  fame  on  or  before  the    7th 

Oftobcr  1797,  on    1 0,859,5  iil. 

los.         —  _        f_         5+='975  '»     6 

601.434  13 

For  the  fnpport  of  His  Maiefty's  houfchold,  for  three 
months,  due  loth  Oflober  1797  — r-  11^,500    o 

To  Edwafd  Roberts.  Efq,  firft  Clerk  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Pells,  on  650I.  per  ann.  forjnerlj-  paid  to  the 
Auditor  of  the  Receipt  of  His  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
for  lalaries  to  the  officer!  of  the  Exchequer  Bill- 
office,  and  now  payable  to  him  per  »,&.  13  Gij.  tij. 
Rs.,  for  three  months,  due  ditto         —  — ^  i6i  10 

To  Ann  Cafs,  late  office-keeper  in  the  office  for  ma- 
naging the  former  dntiea  on   wine  licences,  for 

To  the  Judgei  of  England  and  Walei,  OD  thrii  feversl 
addicioiurallowukcci,  for  ditto  ~  —        3,i6i  le 


2,000 

0 

0 

2,250 

0 

0 

750 

0 

0 

1,000 

o- 

0 

500 

0 

0 

375 

o\ 

• 

250 

0 

0 
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To  His  Ro^al  HighneTs  the  Duke  of  Gloticefter,  on  £.      /.    y. 

his  annuity-  of  8,oool,  for  three  months,  due  loth 

Odober  1797  ^  —  — 

To  ditto »  on  ditto,  9, cool,  for  ditto  

To  the  Rcprefentativcs  of  Arthur  Onflow,  Efq.  on  ditto 

of  3,oool.  forditto  • ■ 

To  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  ditto  of  ,4,o7ol.  for  ditto 
To  Lord  Rodney,  on  ditto  of  2,qoo1.  for  ditto 
To  Lord  Hcathncld,  on  ditto  of  1,500].  for  ditto 
To  Lady  Dorchcftcr,  on  ditto  of  i  ,oool.  for  ditto 
To  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  late  one  of  the  Auditors  of 

the  Impreit,  on  ditto  of  7,000!.  for  ditto  '^T^o    o    o 

To  Philip  Deare,  Efq.  late  a  deputy  ditto,  on  ditto  of 

3C0I.  for  ditto  —  .  —  —  —  7500 

To  John  Wigglefworth,  ditto,  on  ditto  of  300I.  for 

ditto  .—.  -^  y^  Q  Q 

To  Charles  Harris,  Efq.  late  clerk  in  the  office  of 

ditto,  on  ditto  of  200I.  for  ditto        —  —  50     o       p 

To  Sir  Wm,  Mufgrave,  Bart,  oneofthecommiflioners 

for  auditing  the  public  accounts,  on  i,cool.  for  ditto  250     00 

To  John  Thomas  Batt, Efq.  another, -on  I, cool,  forditto  250  o  o 
To  William  Chamberlayne,  Efq.  another,  on  i,oool.  forditto  250  o  o 
To  Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  another,  on  500I.  for  ditto  12500 

To  John  Martin  Leake,  Efq.  another,  on  51CI.  for  ditto  125     o    o 

For  falarics  to  clerks,  and  for  contingencies  in  the 

office  of  the  faidcommiflioners,  forditto  ■  1*500    o    o 

To  Sir  George  Yongc,  mjifter  and  worker  of  His  Ma- 

jefty's  Mint  in  England,  for  ditto        -  —         3*450    o    o 

To  (he  Co mmiffi oners  appointed  for  the  reduction  of 

the  iiational  debt,  for  the  quarter  ended  1  oth  Oc- 
tober 1797  —  —  — »  —  250,000  «  o 
To  the  Sheriffs  of  England  and  Wales,  to  enable  them 

to  take  out  their  letters  patent  for  their  refpe^live 

offices,  and  for  paffing  their  accounts  for  one  year, 

ended  loth OAobcr  1797  — . —  —  4,000    o    o 

■ 

Annuilies  of  iL  per  cent,  p^r  mm,  to  le  placed  to  the  acccunt  of"  the 
CommiJJioners  for  reducing  the  National  Dcbty  one  quarter  ended 
loth  Oiloler  1797. 

;f  •         /•    </, 

On  the  capital  flock  of  6,2  ;c,oocl. 
3!.  per  cent,  annuities,  created 
by  an  a6^  33  Gij.  tij.  15,625     o    o 

On  ditto  of   ii,cop,oool.  3I.  per 

cent,  annuities,  ditto  34 Gij.  tij.     .27*500     o    o 

On  ditto  of  2,750,0001.  4I.  percent. 

annuities,  ditto  ditto  —  ^«^75     o    Q 

pnthe  fumof  9,6801.  per  ann.  be- 
ing il.  per  cent,  on  the  future  ac- 
tual value  of  the  annuity  of  i  is. 
5d.  per  cent,   on  the  afore-men-  , 

tioned     a^    for     1 1  ^^ooo.oool. 
granted  for  t^\  years,  by  tbie 


ita 
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fail!  laft-mentionediA,  aitbeend  £.        i.    i. 

of  4;  years,  reclwning  the  fame 

at  the  rate  of  3I.  per  tent,  per  ann  3,410  o  o 
In  the  capital  Hock  of  i,9it),ji;!. 

[».  5d.  5I.  per  cent,  annuitiet, 

created  by  an  a£t  34  Gij.  dj.  in 

lieu  01  navy  and  viAnaUiag  billt 

delivered  up  to  becancelted  4>Si6    6    5 

)a  ditto  of  ig,ooo,oool.   3I.  per 

cent,  annaitie*,  created  by  ao  a£l 

35Gij.tij,  —  —        4S,«>o'  o    • 

)d  diiro  of  6,ooo,oo3l.  4I.  per 

cent,  annuities,  created  by  ditto 

ditto  —  —  ij,ooo    o    ■ 

htdittoof  13,83;!.  being  iL  per 

cent,  per  ann.  on  thefulurc  afiual 

Tilaeof  theannaityoF9s.6d.  per 

cent,    on    the     aiore- mentioned 

I  IJ,ooOt00ol.    granted    for   6jJ 

yean,  by  the  bid  afl.  at  the  end 

of  4j  yean,  reckoning  the  lame 

at  the  rateof  3!.  percent,  per  ann.  3,108  15  • 
}n  ditto  of  1,609,897!.   17*.  id. 

5I.  per  cent,  annuitiet,  created  by 

an  ail  35  Geo.  IH,  in  lieu   of 

navy  ana  vidualiing  bills  deli- 
vered up  ro  be-«ancdled  4>oi4  14  >oi 
)n  ditto  of  ii,j'9{,8ool.  part  of 

3i,6oo,oool-  3I.  per  CfnI.  annui- 
ties, created  in  refpciflof  i8,ooo,oooL 

borrowed  in  purluance  of  an  afl 

?6Gij.  tij,  after dedu^ng  4,io<^ 
>rfnied  by  ccnain  contributor* 

not  completing  their  paynxms  5319^9^0    * 

)n  ditto  of^ 4, 500,0001.  j!,  per  cent. 

created  by  (he  laft-meniioned  afi, 

inrefpe^oftbc  faidloan  l>ii5o    •    e 

>n  the  lum  of  8,4601.  being  i !.  per 

cent,   per  annum,   on  the  future 

sAoal  value  of  the  annuity  of  6s. 

<kl.  per  cent,    on  the  aforefaid 

1 3,000,000!,    granted    for    64^ 

]Tan,   at  the  end  of  45  years, 

reckoning  the  fame  nt  the  rate  of 

3I.  per  cent,  per  annum  —         JjiiJ     o     • 

>n  the  capital  ftock  of  8,934,0001. 

part  of  9,000,0001,    3  per  cent, 

confolidated  annuities,  created  in 

rcfpefl  of  7,joo,oool.  borrowed 

in  putfuancc  of  in  aft  36  Gij.  tij. 

after dedufting  6;,8ool.  for^iiel 

by  certain  contributors  not  com- 
pleting their  payments  ">33S  to    *' 
)r  ditto  of  T,H?9,6ijl.    part  of 

i>S75>oool-  3I.  per  cent,  annut- 
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ties,  created  by  the  bft-mentioned 

a6^,  after  deducing  1 5.37  5!.  for-         £.        #.    /• 

leited  by  certain  contributors  not  z 

completing  their  payments  4»^49     I     J 

On  the  famof  2,925k  being  il.  per 

cent,  per  annum  on  the  future  ac- 
tual value  of  the  annuity  of  55. 

6d.  per  cent,  on   the   afore/aid 

7.500,000!.     granted     for   63I 

years,  at  the  end  of  45  years, 

reckoning  the  fame  at   3K  per 

cent,  per  ann.        —  —  73^     5    • 

On  the  capital  dock  pf  4^.14,074!. 

4S.  6d.    5I.  per  cent,  annuities, 

created  by  an  a^  36  Gij.  tij.   in 

lieu  of  navy  and  vidlualling  bills 

delivered  up  to  be  cancelled  ^^»^3S     3     ^1 

On  ditto  of  16,441,17^1.  4s.  lod. 

3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  by  the  faid 

aA,  in  lieu  of  navy  and  vidual- 

ling  bilb  delivered  up  to  be  can- 
celled —  —         4i)ioz  18     9 
Or  ditto   of  764,8611.    5s.  icd. 

4L  per  cent,  annuities,  by  the  faid 

adl,  in  lieu  of  navy  and  vidualling 

bills  delivered  up  to  be  cancelled        1,912     3    o| 
On  ditto  of  2,024,2281.  i8s«  9d. 

5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  in  lieu  of 

navy  bills  delivered  up  to  be  can- 
celled    —  5>076    9    9J 

On  ditto  of   1,99^,699!.  4s.  4d« 

3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  by  the  faid 

ad,  in  lieu  of  Exchequer  bills 

delivered  up  to  be  cancelled  4*999    4     i  'i 

On  ditto  of  104,4321.  5s.  8d.  4L  per 

cent,  annuities,  by  ad  37  Gij.  tij. 

in  lieu  of  Exchequer  bills  deli- 

Ycred  up  to  be  cancelled  261     17 

Go  ditto  of  270,2021.  48.  8d.  5I.  per 

cent,  annuities,  by  the  faid  adl,  in 

lien  of  Exchequer  bilb  delivered 

up  to  be  cancelled        —         —        675   10     i 
On  ditto  of  20,210,321!.  5s.  jltper 

cent,  annuities,  part  of  20,2^0,000!. 

granted  by  a^  37  Gij.  tij.  Rs. 

tor  raifing  i8,ooo,oool.  thefum 

of  40,6681.  1 5s,  being  forfeited 

by  cenain  contributors  not  com>» 

{Bering  their  whole  pymenu  (0,523     6    6| 

On  ditto  of  i8,i2c,oool.  3Lper 

cent,  confol.  annuities,  being  the 

additional  capital  of  2  5L  per  cent. 

on  i4,5OO|0Ool.  borrowed  for  the 

fcTficeof  theycar-2797  4S»3i2  so    • 
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On  the  capiwl  flock  of  7,1 50,000!. 
3I.  piEr  cent,  reducnl  annuities, 
being  the  additianid  capital  of 
J0I.    pel    cent.  •  on     the     laid 

1:1., 500    OOO'*  

Onditioof  2,9oo,oooL  4I. percent, 
annuities,  granted  by  j;  Gij,  tij. 
Rs,  being  1  he  additional  capital 
of  lol.  per  cent,  on  the  f^id 
i^ijooioool.        —  - 

On  the  fumof  j.giol.  per  annum, 
.  being  il.  per  cent,  per  ann,  on  the 
futnrea^ual  value  of  ds,  percent, 
per  ann.  on  1 +,; 00, oool.  granted 
by  ad  57Gij.  lij.  Rs.  for  6ii 
yciis,  at  the  end  of  4.J  year*. 
teckoning.  the  fame  at  jl,  - 
cent,  per  ann.         

On  the  capital  flock  of  3,669,300!. 
Irapcria!  annuities,  created  inre- 
fpe^  of  1 ,6zo,oo9l.  raifcd  by  a& 
37  Gij.  tij.         


—         1.480    o 


To  John  Penn,  Efq.  of  Stoke  Pogii,  Berks,  on  his  an- 
nuity  of  3,oool.  for  3  mon^lis,  due  loth  Ofiobec 

To  Richard  Penn,  Efq.  of  Queen  Anne  Street,  Mid- 
dlefex,  on  ditto  of  1  ,oool.  for  ditto 

To  his  Royal  Highncfa  the  Duke  ofCbience, 
ditto  of  ii,o:iol.  for  ditto  

To  hit  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Vork,  on  ditto 
of  i+.oool.  for  ditto  —  — 

To  lierRoyalHighnefs  the  Duchefs  of  York,  on  ditto 
of  4,oooI.  for  ditto  — —  — — 

To  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  ditto 
of  65,000!.  for  ditto  — 

To  John  Reeves,  Efq.  Receiver  of  the  fcvcn  Public 
Officej  of  Police  in  or  near  the  metropolis,  for  the 
more  eflciflual  ad  mini  It  ration  of  the  office  of  a 
Juflice  of  Peace         _ 

To  George  Atwood,  Efq.  Infpeflot  of  Tontine  Cer- 
tiGcates,  to  del'ray  certain  expencei  attending  the 
execntionof  Bn  aft  3othGco.]lI.  —  — 

To  the  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper  in  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, towards  defraying  the  charges  for  falaries  and 
allowances  in  thai  office,  for  one  year  ended  loth 
Oflobcr  1797  —  ^  _  _ 

To  Thomas  Marfliam,  Efq.  Secretary  to  the  Com- 
tniOiDnen  for  iffuing  Exchequer  bills  to  a  limited 
amount,  by  afis  3 5  arid  37  Gij.  tij.  Rs.  for  espenccs 
attending  the  execution  of  the  faidafb        — 


—  3iOOO 
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To  Robert  Jennings,  Efa.  to  be  by  him  diftfibn ted  to  jf.         s»    dm 

the  fev^ral  pcrfons  who  have  been  employed  at  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  in  making  out  and  iiTuing 
the  faid  Exchequer  bills  >  750    o     o 

To  pay  off  and  cancel  Exchequer  bills  made  out  pur-       .    1 

iuant  toanaft  25  Geo.  tij.  Rs. 6,858   i2     9 

To  the  Clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Pells, 
for  their  fervice  in  executing  the  afts  29  Geo.  tij. 
Rg.  for  granting  annuities  on  lives,  for  6  months, 
due  10th  OAobcr  1797       .  — —        -—        •        440    o    o 


TOTAL  Charge  on  the  Confolidated  Fund,  for 

the  quarter  ended  I othOdobet  1797  '      4,304,838  19     5 

SURPLUS  of        ditto     for  ditto  857,101   14    7I 

£.  5,161,940  14    oj 

Memorandum — The  above  fum  of  857,1011.  141.  7|^d.  is  to  be  applied  at 

follows : 

To  complete  the  fum  of  2,895.000!.  £.        s,     d, 

granted  out  of  the  Confolidated  Fund 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1795  204,296  18     7 

I 

In  part  of  2,000,000!.  granted  out  of 
tne  Confolidated  Fund  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1797        —         652,804  x6     oj 


£.  857,101   14     yi 


Exchequer, 
the  X4th  day  of  November  1 797.  JAMES  FISHER. 


Monday,  N{AJ£mber  20. 

« 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hobart  in 
the  chair. 

The  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  rofc  to  move  the  ufual  refolu- 
tions  on  the  army  cftimates.  He  faid  that  before  troubling  the 
Houfe  with  any  detail  of  the  objefls  of  the  refolutions  which  he 
was  about  to  propofe,  he  (hould  take  notice  of  one  circum(bince  in 
the  army  eniraates  of  the  prefent  year,  which,  if  not  explained, 
might  occadon  fome  embarrafltnent.  It  would  be  feen  that  ^ 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  eftimates  this  year  upon  fevcral  arti- 
cles'—a change  which  was  not  proportional  to  the  articles  them* 
felvcs.  This  circuroftance  was  to  be  accounted  for  three  ways ;  all 
thefe,  however,  originated  in  the  increafe  of  pay  to  the  fubaltern 
officers,  or  non«comauifioned  officers  and  privates  voted  laft  year. 
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This  change  has  occafioned  an  obvious  iQcreafe  of  expence.  Be- 
fides  this  incrcafe,  a  difierent  allotment  had  taken  place  of  die  ar- 
ticles to  which  it  applied.  This  circymftance  caufcd  an  obvious 
Increafe  on  the  face  of  the  eflimate,  becaufe  feveral  charges  which 
it  had  been  cudomary  to  cbfs  with  the  army  extnK>rdinarics  wen 
now  provided  for  on  eftimate.  This  occafioAed  an  apparent  rife  in 
the  efiimate  without  any  expence  to  the  public,  as  there  would  be  i 
proportional  faving  in  the  department  to  which  the  cfaaigesthas 
transferred  formerly  belonged.  Notwithftanding  this  increife  on 
the  face  of  the  eftimate,  he  was  happy  to  flate  to  the  Houfci  that 
compared  with  the  eftimates  of  laft  year»  there  was  in  the  fom  total 
of  both  a  laving  this  year  to  the  amount  of  about  652,oooL  But 
if  the  Houfe  was  delirous  to  afcertain  the  real  diflference  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  Lift  year  and  of  the  prefent,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take 
out  of  the  eftimate  that  fum  which  laft  year  was  dafled  among  the 
army  extraordinaries.  The  anraunt  of  this  fum  was  300,000!. 
fi>  that  the  difference  on  the  face  of  the  eftimate,  with  cbis 
30O9O00L  amounted  to  900,000!.  This,  however,  was  not  aS. 
Another  change  had  taken  place,  arifingout  of  theincreafeofpf 
laft  year.  Troops  on  foreign  ftations  were  furniflied  by  Govern- 
ment with  provifions,  and  on  this  account  ad.  per  day  for  each 
man  was  (lopped,  in  confcquence  of  the  new  regulation  of  pay  6d' 
per  man  out  of  the  pay  of  fuch  troops  would  revert  to  Government 
The  amount  of  the  expence  thus  to  be  deduced,  could  not  be  ftatcd 
with  perfedl  accuracy,  but  as  far  as  it  could  be  calculated,  it  ^ 
with  a  good  deal  of  confidence  fuppofed,  that  it  might  amount  to 
ioo,oool.  miktng  in  all,  with  the  former  two  articles  of 
652,0001.  and  300,0001.  a  faving  of  about  one  million.  Here, 
perhaps  too,  it  might  be  ncceflSiry  to  mention  another  rduQ^ 
which  might  be  expeSr d  ;  in  the  eftimate  of  the  amount  of  guards 
antf  garrifons,  It  was  well  known  that  the  ftatement  given  vas 
above  what  they  were  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  though  tbcy 
might  amount  to  the  total  ftated  by  degrees,  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
recruiting  fervice.  From  this  it  was  evident,  that  the  whole  ot 
the  fum  calculated  on  the  fall  cftablilhment  would  not  be  wanted* 
For  this  article  then  it  wais  thought  that  thefum  of  ioo,oool. 
might  be  cut  off,  and  added  to  the  amount  of  the  faving  already 
ftited.  It  may  be  fatisfaSory  to  the  Houfe  likewife  to  flatc,  thai 
thetc  \5r0uld  be  a  faving  in  the  foreign  corps,  although  their  not  be- 
ing upon  efti  mate,  properly  do  not  belong  to  this  department.  ^^ 
the  accounts  upon  the  table  (hew  the  particular  articles  of  expence 
in  a  manner  nnich  more  clear  than  any  verbal  ftatement,  it  nug"' 
be  unneceflai^  to  enter  into  the  details }  he  liquid  therefore  only 
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Aate  the  moft  prominent  points  for  tbe  fatisiadion  of  fuch  gentle* 
men  as  might  not  find  it  convenient  to  examine  the  whole  of  the 
accounts. 

The  whole  of  the  regular  force  then  would  amount  to  789627 
men.  Thefe  confiftcd  of  guards  and  ^rrifonsi  that  is,  the  regular 
forces  in  Great  Britain  and  the  iflands  of  Guemfey  and  Jerfcy» 
which  amounted  to  48,609  men,  and  of  the  troops  in  the  planta- 
tions, including  all  other  regular  force  except  that  in  Ireland  and 
the  Eaft  Indies,  making  30,018  men.  The  militia  and  fenciUea 
had  been  a  little  reduced,  and  amounted  to  about  55,291  men. 
The  fencible  cavalry  would  bear  fome  reduAion,  as  feveral  of  them 
had  been'  lent  to  Ireland  :  thefe,  however,  anru)unted  to  about 
6,911  men,  making  in  all  of  regular  Bnd  irregular  force 
140,829  men. 

On  the  other  points  he  fhoold  only  remark  that  it  was  expedled 
that  a  confiderable  faving  would  take  place  on  the  head  of  recruit- 
ing contingencies.  There  was  a  little  redu£lion  on  the  head  of  ge- 
neral and  (lafF  officers.  Even  with  the  allowance  of  the  extra 
feed  there  would  be  fome  reduAion  on  the  head  of  fencible  cavalry, 
not  as  an  abfolute  gain  to  the  public  on  this  branch,  becaufe  part* 
of  it  would  be  clafled  under  a  different  department.  With  regard 
to  fupernumerary  officers  there  would  likewife  be  a  faving  there,  be* 
caufe  it  was  intended  that  many  of  thofe  now  on  whole  pay  (hould 
be  put  upon  half  pay.  The  next  point  was  of  lefs  importance,  but 
he  (hould  take  notice  of  it  as  a  peculiarity  in  the  efttmate.  It 
would  be  feen  there  was  no  change  upon  the  War- office.  In  confe« 
quence  of  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  it  was  pro- 
pofed  to  change  the  fees  which  had  hitherto  been  received  into  fixed 
falaries.  For  his  own  part,  however,  he  doubted  whether  this 
would  be  a  real  advantage  to  the  public.  He  had  always  been  of 
opinion,  that  bufinefs  confining  of  a  great  many  fmall  particulars, 
would  be  much  better  done  by  connedling  it  in  fome  meafure  with 
an  increafe  of  pay  to  the  performer,  that  the  remuneration  (hould 
confifl  partly  in  fixed  falary,  partly  in  fees,  taking  care,  however, 
th^t  the  fum  of  the  fees  (hould  not  amount  to  a  larger  fum  than 
was  neceiTary  to  furnifh  a  fufficient  motive  to  regular  diligence  and 
attention— that  they  (hould  be,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  War- 
office,  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  prevent  the  danger  of  exaction, 
and  providing,  as  was  not  the'  cafe  in  the  War- office,  that  they 
(hould  not  rife  beyond  what  was  fit.  What  evils  might  arife 
from  the  change  he  (hould  not  now  argue  ;  he  was  fure  that 
in  the  War-office  the  bufinefs  would  continue  to  be  condu<f^ed  with 
the  ufual  punctuality.     He  was  not  fure,  however,  that  tlus  would 
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always  be  the  cafe.  Perhaps  in  twenty  years  the  bufincfs  mij 
be  managed  with  the  fame  allention  when  the  motive  no 
cxilled.  Though  thcfe  evils  might  refult  from  a  new  arrang< 
yet  the  fums  arilitig  from  thi^  quarter  at  prefent  would  ht 
than  was  neceflary  for  the  higheft  rate  of  fixed  falary.  W 
the  public  would  ultimately  gain  or  lofe  remained  to  be  fcei 
had  been  falfely  reprcfenied,  as  if  the  amount  of  the  fees  at  i 
was  a  permanent  and  a  regular  fum.  Nothing  could  be  mi 
roneous.  ft  depended  upon  peace  or  war,  and  varied  even 
years  of  war.  Whether  the  piiWic  was  to  gain  or  lofe  thi 
would  depend  upon  the  pruportion  of  tlie  periods  of  peace  an 
At  prefent  ihc  variation  in  the  amount  was  at  lead  in  the  p 
tion  of  fifteen  to  one.  Another  article,  the  allowance  to  innk 
this  year,  would  afford  a  rcdiiiflion,  as  the  fum  allotted  lal)  y< 
this  objeifl  was  rather'  more  than  was  required.  On  the  wf 
the  prefent  cRimate,  the  H(jufe  would  fee  with  pleafurc  thai 
i^ould  be  a  faving  of  at  Icaft  one  million.  He  concluded 
inoving  the  firft  rcfolution,  relative  to  the  amount  of  the 
under  the  denomination  uf  guards  and  garrifons. 
The  qucftion  being  put. 

General  FITZPATRICK  faid,  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
his  own  time,  or  what  was  mure  important,  the  time  of  oth: 
remarks  upon  the  cllimatcs,  which  the  Houfc  of  Commons  \ 
late  years  been  in  the  habits  of  votin"  as  mere  matters  of  c 
But  the  fubjeiit  to  which  he  wifhed  to  draw  the  attention 
Committee,  or  rather  that  of  His  MajeAy's  Minirters,  was  ( 
within  the  bufinefs  of  that  day,  being  no  other  than  to  fu{ 
material,  and  in  his  mind,  a  beneficial  alteration,  in  the  conOi 
of  the  military  force  of  thefe  kingdoms.  At  prefent,  he  n 
fuggcf^  a  material  alteration  in  Ihc  mode  of  recruiting  the 
^n  addition  of  pay  had  been  voted  to  the  army  for  the  purpt 
tt  was  faid,  of  contributing  to  the  comfort  of  the  fituation  c 
foldicrs.  He  would  venture  to  fay,  that  if  the  regulation  wbi 
was  about  to  fuggcft  were  adopted,  it  would  be  of  infinitely 
advantage  to  the  fervice,  and  contribute  more  to  the  comf 
the  foldier,  than  any  augmentation  of  pay  ;  while  without  an 
ditionto  the  public  expcnce  in  would  form  a  mofi  important 
tion  to  the  national  ftrcngth  and  fecurity.  Ir  has  often  beer 
fcrved,  that  in  this  country,  where  we  boafted  of  fo  high  a  d 
of  liberty,  the  condition  of  the  foldier  was  worfc  than  in  any 
place  in  Europe.  Here  the  foldier  was  bound  to  ferve  for  lift 
ojhcr  parts  of  Europe,  the  period  of  fervice  w.s  limited.  V 
the  circun^flanccs  jn  which  a  man  enters  the  fervice,  the  time. 
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mode,  and  fometimcs  the  culpable  mcthdd  employed  to  entrap  men 
into  the  fcrvice,  which  in  fome  n^cafurc  continued,  notwithftanding 
the  laudable  exertions  ufcd  by  the  prcfcnt  illuftrious  Commander  in 
Chief  to   difcourage  the  prad^ice,   were   confidcred,  many  reafons 
would  occur  why  the  period  of  fcrvice  fhould  be  fixed,  and  humanity 
would  alone  prompt  us  to  embrace  fuch  a  meafure.      This  idea 
was  not  new.      He  had  voted  for  fuch  a  meafure  twenty  years  ago, 
when  brought  forward  by  Colonel  Barre,  and  then  the  period  of 
fervice  was  fixed  at  fix  years.      If  that  bill  had  then  pafled,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  Houfe  whether  the  nation  would  not  now  have  felt  a 
very  great   additional  fecurity  in  knowing  that  there  were  fpread 
over  the  country  fo  many  men  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms.      If 
humanity  would  prompt  us  *to  fuch  a  meafure  when  we  viewed  the 
ftate  of  the  foldier,  it  was  a  queftion  of  policy  when  it  was  confidered 
whether  fuch  a  regulation   would  be  beneficial  or  injurious  to  the 
fervice.     In  his  opinion  it  would  tend  to  improve  the  army.    When 
it  was  propofed  at  the  period  alluded  to,  objed^ions  were  urged 
againft  it,  neither  very  numerous,  nor,  as  he  thoughr,  very  impor- 
tant.    Thefe  objeftions  came,  indeed,  from  profelTional  men,  and 
this  circumftance  probably  had  confiderablc  weight  with  the  Houfe. 
He  begged  leave  to  fay,  however,  that  in  their  opinion  there  might 
be  fome  degree  of  prejudice.      It  was  natural  that  Colonels  of  re-* 
giments,  who  felt  fome  pride  in  the  appearance  of  their  troops, 
might  be  unwilling  to  part  with  men  to  whom  the  credit  they  re- 
ceived was  in  part  owing.      It  might  be  confidered  too  as  calculated 
to  give  additional  trouble  to  the  Adjutants  in  training  the  new  re- 
cruits.    Thefe  confiderations,  however,  were  greatly  over-balanced 
by  the  advantages  with  which  the  meafure  would  be  attended.     He 
had  already  mentioned   the  advantage  of  having  fpread  over  the 
country  a  number  of  men  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms.     But 
even  the  army  itfelf  would  be  improved.     The  foldiers  who  were 
the  moft  orderly,  mod  attentive  to  their  duty,  moft  attached  to  the 
fervice,  thofe  who  looked  forward  to  promotion  as  nqn-commiflioncd 
officers,  wogld  remain,  and  thofe  only  who  were  not  attached  to 
the  fcrvice,  would  withdraw.      It   would  tend  likewife  to  render 
defertion  Icfs  frequent,  the  punlfliment  of  which,  though  neceffary 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  army,  could  not  but  be  lamented  by  hu- 
manity.    It  would  likewife  diminifh  the  frequency  of  fevere  pii- 
niftiments,  which  in  the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  army,  were  ne- 
ceffary for  its  fupport  and  difciplinc.     All  thefe  confiderations  he 
merely  fuggefted  in  order  to  induce  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  turn 
their  attention  to  the  fubjedt.     He  had  no  intention  himfclf  of 
fringing  forward  any  propofition  6(  the  nature  he  had  dated.     Tht 
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the  Britifh  and  Iri(h  pay  of  lix  regiments  of  foot  for  fcrvice  abi 
from  the  2sth  day  of  December  179/  to  the  24th  Day  of 
Eembcr  1798,  both  inclufivc,  being  365  days. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand  two  hurtdred  f< 
four  pounds  and  one  penny,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  del 
ing  the  charge  of  four  troops  of  dragoons  and  fifteen  companii 
Foot,  flationed  in  Great  Britain,  for  (he  purpofc  of  recruiting 
regiments  ferving  in  Eaft  India,  from  the  25th  day  of  _Dcccr 
1797  to  the  24th  day  of  December  1798,  both  inclunvc,  b 
J65  days. 

That  a  fum,  not  csceeding  one  hundred  and  eighty  thou 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  o 
irruiting  and  contingencies  for  His  Majefly's  land  forces,  and  o 
tra  feed  for  the  cavalry  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1 798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  eighty-nine  thoufand  feven  hun 
twenty-three  pounds  nineteen  fhillings  and  three-pence,  be  gra 
[o  His  Majefly,  for  the  pay  of  general  and  (lafF officers,  and  off 
af  the  hofpitals,  ferving  with  the  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guen 
md  Jcrfcy,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  million  four  hundred  fever 
ihoufand '  one  hundred  fcvcnty-nine  pounds  ten  Shilling  and 
pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  chai^  of 
embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  and  of  fcveral  corps  of  fciv 
nfantry  in  Great  Britain,  Jerfcy,  Guernfey,  and  the  ifland 
Scilly  and  Man,  from  the  25th  day  of  December  1797,  tc 
24  day  of  December  1798,  both  inclufivc,  being  365  days. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forty  thoufand  pounds,  be  grante 
His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  contingencies  for  the 
bodied  militia  and  corps  of  fencihle  infantry  in  Great  Britain, 
lie  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  fixteen  thoufand 
lundred  and  fixty-fLvcn  pounds  three  fhillings  and  nine-pence 
rrantcd  to  His  Majclly,  for  defraying  the  cha^  of  cloathing 
he  embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  3  fum,  not  exceeding  four  hundred  and  four  thoufand 
lUndred  and  fcventy  pounds  four  fhillings  and  one  penny, 
[ranted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  fevcral  corps 
enciblc  cavalry  for  fcrvice  in  Great  Britain,  from  the  25th  da 
[>ccember  1797  to  the  24th  Day  of  December  1798,  both 
:lufive,  being  365  days. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds, 
^ntcd  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  extra  feed 
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the  feveral  corps  of  feticiblc  cavaliy  in  Great  Britainy  for  the 
year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  thirty-three  thoufand  four  hundred 
fixty-three  pounds,  thirteen  (hillings,  and  ten-pence,  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  full  pay  to  fupernumerary 
officers  of  His  Majefty's  forces,  including  the  officers  of  independent 
corps,  and  of  draughted  regiments,  from  the  25th  day  of  Decem- 
ber 1797  to  the  24th  day  of  December  I798, 

That  a  fum,  nor  exceeding  one  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  five 
hundred  eighty-two  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  ten-pence,  be 
granted  to  His  Majeffy,  for  the  allowance  to  the  Paymafter  General 
of  His  Maje(ly's  land  forces  ;  to  the  Commi(r«ry  General  of  the 
Mufters ;  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General ;  to  the  Comptrollers  of 
the  accompts  of  the  army  ;  and  for  the  amount  (5f  Exdiequer  fees 
to  be  paid  by  the  Paymafter  General,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majcfly,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
increafed  rates  of  fublidcnce  to  be  paid  to  innkeepers,  and  others, 
on  quartering  foldiers,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  (ixty-three  thoufand 
eight  hundred  fcventy-four  pounds  fixteen  (hillings  and  eight- 
pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  upon  account  of  the  re- 
duced officers  of  His  Majefty 's  bnd  forces  and  marines,  for  the 
year   1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  twenty-five  pounds 
three  (hillings  and  four-pence,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  de- 
fraying the  charge  of  allowances  to  the  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
troops  of  horfe  guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle- 
men of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted  to 
His  Majefty,  on  account  of  the  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fcrvicc  of 
The  States  General,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fifty- two  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds,  be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  upon  amount  of  the  reduced 
officers  of  His  Majefty 's  Britifh.  American  forces,  for  the 
year  J  798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  feven  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds, 
be  granted  to  His  Majefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances 
to  feveral  reduced  officers  of  His  Majcfty's  Bratifh  American  forces, 
for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  million  and  feventy-three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  eighty-five  pounds  thirteen  (billings  and 

Vol.  IV.  H  h 


134  PARLIAMENTARY  [Comik 

oine-pence,  be  granted  to  His  MajeAyi  for  the  charge  of  the  < 
of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  for  the  year  1798. 

That  a  Tum,  not  exceeding  five  thoufand  feven  hundred 
twcjicy-fix  pounds  nine  (hillings  and  two-pence,  be  granted  to 
Majcfty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  fcrvices  performed  b; 
office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervicc,  and  not  provided  for  by  Pi 
mentin  1796. 

Tlut  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fourteen  thoi 
eig^t  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  eight  (billings  and  (ixpcnci 
granted  to  His  Majefly,  for  defraying  the  expence  ,of  fcrvices 
formed  by  the  offite  of  ordnance  for  fea  fervice,  and  not  pro 
for  by  Parliament  in  1796, 

That  3  fum,  not  exceeding  ninety-fix  thoufand  five  hundrc 
fcventy.one  pounds  four  (hillings  and  ten-pence,  be  granted  t« 
Majefty,  for  defraying  the  expence  of  fcrvices  performed  b; 
office  of  ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not  provided  for  by  V 
tnent  in  i797> 

Mr.  Chancctlor  PITT  brought  in  the  bill  for  continuin 
rdhridiwM  on  the  ca(h-[>ayrnents  of  the  Bank,  agreeably  1 
Minutes  of  the  Council  of  the  26th  February,  [7971  includii 
powers  to  alter  and  amend  the  provifions  of  the  ad  made  in  tl 
idlion  of  Parliament. 

The  bill  was  read  a  firA  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  i 
time  to-morrow— it  was  alfo  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  and  Ways  and  Means  were  the 
fened  till  Wednefday,  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


Tuefiay,  Novtmber  21. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  brought  in  a  bill  for  contii 
for  a  limited  time,  the  late  aift  for  fufpending  the  a£)s  of  the 
and  17th  of  his  pre^nC  Majefly,  for  retraining  the  n^;otia[i 
fmall  promllfory  notes  and  bills  of  exchange.  Read  %  ftrft 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond  time  to-morrow.    . 

Mr.  HOBART  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Commit 
Supply.     The  refolutions  were  read  and  argeed  to. 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  laft  Scotch  difUllety  aft  be 
which  bnng  done,  he  obferved,  that  it  would  expire  on  the 
die  enfuing  month,  and  therefore  it  was  necefTary  to  confide 
fubjeA  without  delay.  When  the  ad  paged  the  laft  Icfiion,  i 
agreed  that  the  matter  re<]uired  a  more  compidunfive  acti 
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than  could  then  be  given  to  it,  and  it  was  then  expe^Sled  that,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  recefs,  fome  informati^  was  to  be  had  from  Scotland 
upon  the  fubjed  ;  no  information^  however,  had  arrived  until  re- 
cently, and  he  feared  there  had  not  yet  been  time  fufficient  to  invef- 
tigate  the  whole  of  this  very  impbrtant  but  complicated  fubjed.  It 
(hould,  however,  now  be  taken  up,  and  therefore  he  moved.  That 
the  Houfe  do  to- morrow  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe  to  conlider  of  the  faid  ad.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  continuing  the  reftridlion  on  the 
Bank. 

The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fatd,  that  the  prefent  bill  was  conforoia- 
ble  to  the  laft,  except  in  the  cafe  of  advancing  to  Government.  It 
did  not  continue  the  reAridlion  as  to  the  modp  of  making  advances 
in  favour  of  Government.  He  had  ftated  when  he  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  that  the  mode  of  making  fuch  advances 
were  to  be  varied.  As  to  the  land  and  malt  duties,  the  advances 
were  to  be  made  upon  them  as  ufual ;  but  there  was  to  be  propofed 
a  daufc  to  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  Bank  to  make 
advances,  fuch  as  by  a  fcparate  a6l  of  Parliament  might  hereafter  be 
declared  to  be  neceflary.  This  was  the  only  variation  from  the 
former  bill. 

Major  ELFORD  obferved,  that  as  the  ballot  for  a  Committee 
to  try  the  merits  of  the  eleAion  for  Newton,  in  Lancaftiire,  ftood 
for  the  30th  inftant,  he  was  forry  to  fay,  he  faw  but  little  hope  of 
there  being  a  full  Houfe  on  that  day,  for  which  the  gentlemen  who 
fonnerly  fat  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  were  in  fome  degree  to 
blame.  He  doubted  alfo,  whether  the  parties  would  be  ready,  and 
therefore  he  moved,  that  the  ballot  be  poftponed  until  the  1 2th  of 
December. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  difclaimcd  aU  acquaintance  with  either  of  the 
parties,  but  confeifed  he  had  a  fellow-feeling  for  the  petitioner^ 
having  been  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  fituation  ;  if  the  inconvenience  was 
great  in  his  cafe,  where  the  witnefles  refided  on  the  fpot,  how  much 
greater  mull  it  be  in  the  prefent  one,  where  they  lived  at  a  confi* 
derable  diftance !  befides  the  fitting  Member  had  an  advantage  over 
the  petitk)ner ;  t^e  latter  muft  go  through  his  whole  cafe^  and  ex- 
amine all  his  wirnefles  before  the  former  was  called  upon  to  an- 
fwer.  Farther  delay,  therefore,  could  fcarcely  be  neceflary  for  the 
fitting  Member,  and  exclufive  of  the  accumulation  of  cxpence, 
might  be  eventually  injurious  to  the  petitioner  ^  aged  witzvflis 
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might  die,  or  be  difablcd  by  the  fatigues  of  the  firfi  joumcy  t 
dcrtakc  a  fecond,  and  tbeir  evidence  touching  the  rights  of  el 
coatd  not  be  poflibly  fupplied.  Moreover,  he  appreheivle 
prefent  motion  would  be  a  violation  of  Lord  Grcn vi lie's  acl. 
Lordlhip  always  difapproved  of  the  interference  of  the  Hoi 
fuch  cafes,  or,  to  ufc  his  owrj  words  of  Iriah  of  firiaglh  ieltm 
farlUs.  Gentlemen  had  been  pleafed  lo  make  pointed  obfer^ 
on  the  thinnefs  of  the  attendance  on  his  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
they  were  to  look  at  the  thinnefs  of  their  own,  on  a  night  too 
thirteen  or  founeen  millions  of  the  public  nnoney  were  voted 
riierc  was  no  great  reafon  to  expert  a  fufficient  attendance  on 
fincfs  of  a  private  nature,  at  a  period  of  (he  year  particularly 
priated  to  recefs,  and  when  Members  were  very  naturally  anx 
retire  to  the  country. 
^  Colonel  STANLEY  and  Mr.  PIERPOINT  fpoke 
words  on  the  lame  fide.  After  which  the  gallery  was  clea 
the  Houfe  to  divide  ;  but  Major  Elfbrd  having  withdrawn  h 
tion,  no  dtvifion  took  place. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 


fVed»tfdayy  Navemker  12. 

As  foon  as  the  Houfc  had  finillied  hcarir^  the  pleading 
Scotch  caufe, 

The  Earlof  MOIRA  offered  himfelf  to  the  notice  of  the 
It  is  impoffiblc,  my  Lords,  (he  began  by  faying)  for  any  1 
look  at  the  lituation  of  the  country  at  this  time,  and  not  attei 
alleviate  the  misfortune  under  whiuh  it  labours.  It  is  im| 
for  me  to  avoid  once  more  calling  your  Lordlhips'  attention 
difficulty  and  danger  of  the  prefent  crilis.  My  Lords,  (ii 
met  laftfelTion,  there  has  been  a  material  alteration  in  the  at 
this  kingdom.  The  iKgotiaticMi  with  France  being  broken 
an  event  which  may  be  productive  of  little  Diort  of  the  dcftr 
not  only  of  this,  but  of  the  fifter  countiy.  I  with  yeur  Lo: 
to  look  forward  to  what  mull  be  the  inevitable  confequcDO 
farther  continuance  of  the  war  with  France,  and  what  mud 
fi.uation  of  the  country,  if  we  arc  to  piocccd  ypon  ^ich  a  fyj 
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expenditure  as  is  neeeflaiy  to  carry  on  fudi  a  war.  It  would  bavt 
been  natural  for  Miniilcrs  to  have  made  provilion  for  enabling  us 
the  better  to  carry  on  the  war  upon  the  failure  of  the  negotiation^  in 
fuch  a  manner  asr  to  have  had  the  profpe6l  of  bringing  it  to  a  fpeedy 
iflue.  Inilead  of  which  I  wi(h  to  afk  vou  whether  we  do  not 
Aaod  upon  a  defend ve  war,,  which  if  perfevered  in  for  one  year 
more  mud  be  ruinous  to  the  country  ?  Let  us  refled  upon  the 
/events  that  have  happened  fince  we  met  lad.  We  have  gained  a 
decided  vidlory  over  one  of  our  enemies.  Great,  certainly^  and 
fplendid  is  that  viL%ry :  «nd  far  be  it  from  me  to  attempt  to  leffen 
its  importance  or  %o  dtminiih  its  fplendour.  But  what,  my  Lords,  is 
the  real  efle£l  that  has  refulted  from  it  ?  It  has  parried  a  dangier. 
It  has  removed,  as  every  one  of  your  Lord(hips  mud  allow,  a  mif« 
chief  that  was  apprehended.  But  are  we  to  (it  with  onr  arms 
acrofe  and  do  nothing  more  ?  Are  we,  in  fuch  a  date  of  affairs  as 
the  prefent ;  a  fituation  in  which,  fo  embarrafled  are  our  finances 
iconfefled  to  be,  that  we  are  told  new  and  extraordinary  mcafures  of 
finance  mud  be  had  recourfe  to ;  are  we,  I  fay,  in  fuch  a  date  of 
afiairs,  to  confine  ourfclves  to  this  ?  My  Lords,  if  the  ohje<£t  of  the 
enemy  be,  as  it  has  been  reprefented,  to  fubvert  the  Conditution  of 
the  Country,  you  (hould,  in  order  to  defeat  that  objed^,  call  forth 
Jthe  bed  blood,  the  heart  and  fpirit  of  the  country.  Is  there  any 
part  that  has  reafon  to  be  diflatisfied,  we  fliould  give  it  the  bleflTings 
^nd  benefits  of  the  Conditution  :  not,  my  Lords,  in  form,  not  in 
words  merely,  but  in  fubdance  and  in  fii£t.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  danger  is  imminent  and  extreme.  What  ought  we 
to  do  to  enable  us  to  meat  it  ?  I  have,  my  Lords,  obferved  with 
fenfations  of  furprize,  that  a  kind  of  confcioufnefs  has  been  pro- 
feflfed  of  fome  inattention  in  calling  forth  all  the  vigour  and  re- 
fources  of  the  country  —  I  have  fecn  a  datement  which  I  have  a 
right  to  confider  as  a  corredt  one,  in  which  one  article  dated  is  the 
probability  of  a  fupply  being  wanted  for  the  fervice  of  Ireland.  My 
Lords,  in  fuch  a  conted  as  we  are  engaged  in,  a  conted  whofe  cha- 
radler  and  complexion  arc  fuch  as  His  Majedy's  Miniders  have  de* 
fcribed  them  to  be,  I  am  adonidied  that  aoy  part  of  the  kingdom 
(hould  be  fudered  to  hang  like  a  dead  weight  upon  the  country. 

Your  Lordfliips  have  heard  the  beads  that  have  been  held  forth 
of  die  flouridiing  date  of  our  commerce,  of  the  increafe  of  our 
exports,  and  of  the  vad  fuperiority  which  we  poflfefs  over  every 
other  nation  in  the  world.  We  know  the  nature  of  our  merchants, 
their  liberality,  their  generoiity,  and  their  public  fpirit ;  we  know 
that  they  would  fcorn  to  enjoy  benefits  at  the  expencc  of  any  part  of 
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tnpirc.  Yrt  what  is  (he  fituntion  of  (he  trade  of  Irelan 
onding,  drooping,  and  dinrelTed ;  her  labourers  in  penu 
manufa(3urerE  fubfiAing  upon '  public  charity.  Look  at  i 
ition  of  the  manufadurers  of  Dublin.  Your  Lordfti 
r  that  twcnty-fcvcn  thoufand  have  been  kept  by  the  bounty 
ublic  from  perilhii^  with  want.  Look  at  other  parts  of  I 
I  myfclf  know  that  the  manufailurcs  of  Ncwry  arc  aim 
Good  God!  my  Lords,  whence  does  this  evil  arifc  !  Wh 
irc  boalling  of  the  incrcafe  of  the  Britilh  trade,  how  hzppc 
It  Ireland  is  reduced  to  a  (late  of  beggary }  What  docs  it  p 
from,  but  fiom  the  internal  Oatc  of  that  kingdom  ?  is  i 
»Hintry  then  bound  to  inquire  into  and  examine  the  evil- 
tain  its  operation  and  effefl,  and  to  apply  a  remedy  to  : 
:  the  evil  exiOs,  1  have  the  moft  convincing  evidciKe.  Wh 
ubled  your  Lordftiips  with  my  obfcrvations  upon  the  ftate 
nd  laft  year,  1  fpokc  upon  documents  certain  and  incontedib 
Irefs  you,  upon  this  day,  my  Lords,  upon  documents  equa 
iqd  (tabic.  Before  God  and  my  country  1  fpeak  of  what 
feen  myfclf.  But  in  what  I  fhall  thiim  it  necc&ry  to  i 
this  fubjcfl,  I  fcel  that  I  muft  take  grounds  of  a  rcftiifli 
e.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  fete£t  any  individual  in  order 
X  a  chaise  againfl  him.  It  is  not  my  wifh  to  point  a  pnj 
igainn  any  one.  What  I  have  to  fpeak  of,  are  not  fi^iia 
ifolated  meafures,  not  partial  abufes,  but  what  is  adopted 
fftem  of  Government.  I  do  not  talk  of  a  cafual  fyft^m,  b 
le  deliberately  determined  upon,  and  regularly  pcrfevered  i 
n  we  hear  of  a  military  government,  we  mufl  cxpeA  cxccfli 
1  are  not  all,  I  acknowledge,  attributable  to  the  govcrpmcn 
lefc  I  lay  out  of  my  confidcration.  I  will  fpeak  only  of  t 
[es  that  belong  to,  and  proceed  from,  the  fyftem  purfucd  I 
[Iminiftration  of  Ireland.  I  am  aware  it  may  be  urged  th 
cmcnt,  fuch  as  I  am  about  to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips, 
lated  to  interfere  too  much  with  the  internal  Government 
ifter  Kingdom.  In  anfwer  to  this  aiTcrtion,  I  would,  if  n 
y,  begin  fay  laying  it  down  as  an  incontrovertible  c^inio 
vc  have  fo  dired  a  concern  and  connexion  with  Ireland,  th 
rror  of  Government  in  that  country,  is  a  fit  fubjeA  ftw  o< 
ion;  and  if  circumdances  required  it,  for  an  addrefs  to  K 
fly  for  the  removal  of  the  Chief  Governor.  My  Lords,  th 
ration  applies  not,  in  any  manner,  to  the  prefent  Lord  Liei 
E ;  on  the  contrary,  1  will  pay  himthe  tribute  which  I  dur 
J  him,  that  to  much  private  worth  and  honour,  lua  I^ordfli 


Nov.  aa.J  DEBATES,  ^39 

adds,  I  believe,  very  fincere  wilhes  for  the  happinefs  of  the  king- 
dom which  has  been  placed  under  his  Government.  But  I  coH" 
ceive  that  he  has  adopted  a  very  unfortunate  and  de(lru6tive  fyftem. 
I  will  not,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  heart* 
burnings  which  have  produced  the  prefent  difcontents,  and  have 
reduced  Ireland  to  her  prefent  calamitous  fituation.  I  may  difcufs 
them  elfewhere.  Here  it  will  be  fuHicient,  my  Lords,  to  lament 
and  deplore  them.  But  in  lamenting  them,  I  will  ilate,  that  lo 
roy  convidion  thefe  difcontents  have  arifen  from  too  miftaken  an 
application  of  feverities.  Putting  that  conlidcration,  however,  out 
of  the  queAion,  I  will  refort  to  this  argument :  fuppofe  there  have 
been  grounds  fufiicient  for  thefe  feverities-— another  queftion  will 
then  arife  upon  the  policy  of  them.  My  Lords,  I  have  feen  in 
Ireland  the  moft  abfurd,  as  well  as  the  mod  difgufting,  tyranny 
that  any  nation  ever  groaned  under.  I  have  been  myfelf  a  witnefs 
of  it  in  many  inftances.  I  have  feen  it  pradifed  and  unchecked  ; 
and  the  cSc&s  that  have  refultcd  from  it  have  been  fuch  as  I  have 
Hated  to  your  Lordihips.  I  have  faid,  that  if  fuch  a  tyranny  be 
perfevered  in,  the  confequence  muft  inevitably  be  the  deeped  and 
moft  uniA  erfal  difcontent,  and  even  hatred*  to  the  Englilh  name. 
I  have  feen  in  that  country  a  marked  diftiniSion  made  between  the 
Englifb  and  Irifli.  I  have  feen  troops  that  have  been  fent  full  of 
this  prejudice,  that  every  inhabitant  In  that  kingdom  is  a  rebel  to 
the  Brlti(h  Government.  I  have  feen  the  mod  wanton  infults 
pra£tifed  upon  men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions.  1  have  feen  the 
moil  grievous  opprefilon  exercifcd,  in  confequeiKe  of  a  prefump- 
tion  that  the  perlbn  who  was  the  unfortunate  objeft  of  fuch  oppref- 
(ion,  was  in  hoAility  to  the  Government ;  and  yet  that  has  been 
done  in  a  part  of  the  country  as  quiet  and  as  free  from  difturbance 
as  the  City  of  London.  Who  dates  thefe  things,  my  Lords, 
ftiould,  I  know,  be  prepared  with  proofs.  I  am  prepared  with 
thera.  Many  of  the  circumftances  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge, 
others  I  have  received  from  fuch  channels  as  will  not  permit  me  to 
hefitate  one  moment  in  giving  credit  to  them.  In  the  firft  place^ 
perhaps,  I  might  as  well  pafs  over  that  which  probably  will  make 
no  impreflion  now.  But  I  recoUe6i,  that  from  education  and, 
early  habits,  we  u(ed  to  confider  the  curfew  as  a  badge  of  fervitude 
and  oppreflion.  The  curfew,  my  Lords,  exifts  at  this  moment 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  ;  and  perfons  muft  put  out  their  fires  and 
candles  at  a  particular  hour.  The  curfew,  perhaps,  if  difcufled 
here,  may  be  treated  as  a  wholefome  and  ufeful  regulation,  fit  to 
be  adopted.  I  have  known  an  inftance  of  a  party  knocking  at 
the  door  of  a  perfbn's  houfe,  and  infifling,  with  much  abufive  lan« 
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giiagey  and  many  mfults,  upon  the  candles  and  fires  f>eing  iimnc' 
diatdy  put  out.  I  have  krtowh  the  mafter  of  the  hoofe  intreat, 
urith  much  earneftneTs/  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  keep  a  candle 
alight)  ibr  hts  child  was  in  convuKion  fits,  and  the  mother  vas 
h^tiging  over  the  infatnt  to  adminifter  the  necelTary  afliftance.  The 
party,  however^  ftill  accompanying  their  commands  with  much  in- 
flilti  infifted  that  the  light  fhould  be  put  out!!!  But  this  ciromi' 
fttncci  I  iee,  excites  a  fmile  in  a  noble  Lord  oppofite  to  me ;  but 
perhaps  unintentionally.  I  proceed  now  to  more  ferious  fubjcds. 
There  is  not  one  man,  my  Lords,  in  Ireland,  who  is  not  liable 
to  be  taken  out  of  his  houfe,  at  any  hour,  either  of  the  day  or 
night,  to  be  kept  in  a  rigorous  confinement,  refiri^ed  from  all 
ccyrrefpondence  with  the  pcrfons  who  have  the  management  of 
his  a(&irs,  be  treated  with  mixed  fevcrity  and  infult,  and  yet  never 
kiiow  the  crim^  with  which  he  is  charged,  nor  the  fource  from 
whence  the  information  againft  him  proceeded.  I  can  fomi(h 
{$ix)o(^,  my  Lords,  of  many  infiances,  in  which  fuch  cruelty  has 
been  exercifcd  upon  individuals.  I  therefore  fay,  that  there  is  no 
man  who  is  not  expofed  to  fuch  oppreflion ;  and  the  mote  fo,  be- 
cause the  conftant  tone  of  menace  held  out,  informs  him  that  the 
Very  perfons  who  ufe  it,  may  put  their  threats  in  pradice  againft 
him.  Your  Lordfhips  have  hitherto  detefied  the  inquifition.  In 
what  did  that  horrible  infiitution  differ  from  the  fyftcm  purfued  in 
Ireland  ?  By  the  inquifition,  a  man  was  liable  to  be  torn  from  his 
fiimily  and  friends;  his  aflFairs  might  be  ruined,  himfelfand  his 
children  reduced  to  beggary,  yet  no  crime  might  be  advanced  againft 
him  to  juftify  the  prad^icc  of  fuch  fevcrity  ;  and  if  he  requited  to  be 
confronted  with  his  accufer,  that  firft  principle  of  all  jufiice,  that 
right  which  every  man  may  claim  ;  if,  I  fay,  he  made  this  de- 
mand, it  was  denied  him ;  and  he  was  left  to  groan  in  prifon,  under 
the  dreadful  uncertainty  of  the  length  of  his  confinement,  and  of 
hts  ultimate  fate.  Such,  we  are  taught  to  believe,  were  the  hor- 
rible pradiices  of  the  inquifition.  It  may  be  faid,  by  thofc  who 
difiinguifh  between  the  fyfiem  purfued  in  Ireland  and  the  pradices 
of  the  inquintion,  that  I  have  forced  a  compnrifon,  becaufc  the 
torture  has  not  been  ufcd  in  Ireland.  What  will  your  Lordfiiips 
fay,  when  I  inform  you  that  the  torture  has  adually  been  pradifed 
in  the  cafes  of  the  perfons  of  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking  ?  Men 
indeed  have  not  been  put  to  the  rack  in  Ireland,  becaufe  that  hor- 
rible engine  was  not  at  hand.  But  I  do  know  inftances  of  men 
being  picketed ;  a  nvode  of  punifhment  abolilhed  in  this  country 
for  lume  time,  on  account  of  its  too  great  fevcrity.  I  know  of 
men  in  Ireland  being  picketed  till  they  fainted.     When  they  itco- 
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▼eted,  pidcetftd  again  till  tbejr  faonted-^recovered  agritii  and  ^in 
picketed^  all  thejr  hinted  a  third  time;  and  this  in  order  to  ex-^ 
core  from  the  torrured  fuflcrers  a  confeffion,  either  of  their  own 
guilt,  or  of  the  guile  of  their  neighbours!!!  But  I  can  even  go 
fisirther — men  have  been  half-hanged,  and  then  brought  to  liSe^ 
in 'order,  by  the  fear  of  having  that  puniihment  repeated,  to  in*' 
dace  them  eo  confefs  the  crimes  with  which  ehey  have  been  dtar^ 
god  I !  Good  God !  what  muft  the  general  feeling  be  in  a  nation 
where  fuch  meafures  are  adopted  ?  My  Lords,  I  could  go  much 
farther,  but  I  dioofe  to  veil  fome  of  the  moft  atrocious  parts* 
Thefe  ads,  which  I  have  ihited  to  your  Lordfliips,  have  been  done 
fo  publicly,  that  I  cannot  bue  confider  them  as  belonging  to  ,dio 
fyftem  which  has  been  adopted.  They  have  been  done  in  open 
^ay ;  and  if  you  do  not  hear  the  recitals  of  them  from  the  newf* 
papers  of  Irdand,  it  is  becaufe  they  are  not  publiflied,  from  the. 
fear  of  the  publiihers  being  expofed  to  the  vengeance  of  the  Go* 
vemment  if  they  did  publifh  them.  I  know  that  authenticated  re* 
lations  of  the  moft  opprcQive  conduA  have  been  refufed  infertioa 
in  the  Irifli  newfpapers  on  this  account.  The  printer  fays,  "  wtmt 
punifhment  hangs  over  me  if  I  do  infert  them  ?"  What  happened 
eo  the  printers  of  the  Northern  Star  ?  A  party  of  troops  wene  in 
broad  day  and  deftroyed  the  whole  property,  types  and  every  thing 
belonging  to  the  paper.  I  enter  not  now  into  the  nature  of  the 
articles  inferted  in  that  publication ;  but  furely  there  werie  laws 
fufficient  for  the  punifhment  of  the  publiihers  of  that  paper  ;  for 
the  criminal  code  of  Ireland  is  more  fevere  than  any  I  have  heard 
of.  The  laws,  therefore,  as  I  have  before  faid,  were  fufficient 
4br  the  purpoTe.  But  the  deftru6lion,of  the  property  by  the  mili- 
tary, was  done  in  order  to  check  animadverfions  in  other  papers 
upon  the  condud  of  Government;  becaufe  every  thing  is  pledged 
upon  th^  fuccefs  of  this  wild  and  frantic  fyftem.  Your  Lordihips 
have  heard  of  a  proclamation  confeflcdly  illegal,  requiring  the  fur- 
render  of  all  arms  from  a  free  people^  A  nian  reared  and  educa* 
led  in  an  opinion  that  the  Conftitutton  allows  every  man  to  keep 
arms  tot  his  defence,  and  that  nothing  (hort  of  an  ad  of  Parlia* 
tnent  can  deprive  him  of  that  right,  might  hefitate  in  bringing  in  * 
his  arms.  What  i«  the  puniflunent?  It  is  a  contumacy,  for 
whidi  perhaps  there  might  be  fome  puniftiment,  of  a  moderate 
nature  however.  Yet  what  is  the  recognifed  and  the  regular  pu<- 
Difliment  in  Ireland  ?  A  party  of  the  military  may  go  and  burn 
hit  hottfe,  and  totally  deftroy  his  property.  I  know  of  inftances 
when  this  has  been  prafiifed,  becaufe  the  diftridl  in  which  the 
|ai>perty  haa  been  fiuatcdi  has  not  brought  in  fuch  a  number  p^ 
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arms  as  it  was  conceived  were  contained  in  die  dtftrid.  The 
e(timation  of  the  quantity  which  ought  to  be  furrendered  muft  reft 
entirely,  your  LordChips  will  fee,  upon  loofe  and  vague  grounds. 
'  Now,  my  Lords,  with  thefe  fadis  before  you,  I  appeal  to  your 
hearts,  what  muft  be  the  fcntiments  of  a  country  where  fudi  out- 
rdiges  daily  happen,  and  where  conftant  threats,  menaces  and  ith 
fults,  make  every  man  apprehend  that  he  may  be  the  vi<9im  of 
ftich  oppreflTion  ?  Is  it  under  thefe  circumftances  that  we  are  to  go 
on  with  a  war,  not  for  an  Ifland,  nor  for  a  Cape,  but  a.  war  which 
we  are  told  is  for  the  falvation  of  the  Government  of  the  Country? 
Do  not  you  fee,  that  by  fuch  a  fyftem  you  place  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  an  engine  the  moft  forcible  as  well  as  the  moft  fatal?  Can 
any  thing  be  more  formidable  than  a  ftatemcnt  fuch  as  1  have  laid 
before  you  ?  Upon  the  accuracy  of  it,  my  Lords,  it  is  the  dcareft 
wifli  of  my  heart  to  be  examined  before  the  Privy  Council,  or  at 
the  bar  of  this  Houfe.  I  know,  indeed,  that  thofe  who  now  ra- 
ther doubt  the  expediency  of  the  meafures  that  have  been  purfucd, 
^  think  it  too  ^atc  to  alter  them,  and  that  the  fecurity  of  property 
ftands  on  no  other  chance  but  the  fuccefs  of  the  fyftem  that  has  been 
adopted.  My  opinion  is  diredlly  the  contrary :  I  declare  folemnly, 
that  I  think  the  moment  for  conciliation  is  not  paft.  I  think  that 
Ireland  may  yet  be  faved ;  but  it  can  only  be  by  an  immediate 
change  of  meafures— by  holding  forth  oblivion  of  mifchiefs  on  both 
fides,  by  an  aflurance  that  the  law  ihall  be  adminiftered  ftridly, 
without  refped  to  perfons,  and  with  a  fair  and  juft  intention  of 
protecting  every  man  in  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  rights  to  which,  it 
he  be  under  no  legal  difability,  he  fhould,  without  making  any 
religious  diftinflions,  be  held  eligible.  I  wifti  fome  little,  atten- 
tion to  be  paid,  my  Lords,  to  the  conclufion  I  have  drawn.  I 
declare  folemnly,  that  if  you  go  on  a  little  longer  in  the  prcfent 
fyftem,  all  hope  is  loft  of  feeing  Ireland  connected  five  years  longer 
with  the  Britifh  Empire.  I  was  going,  my  Lords,  to  take  a 
larger  ground ;  but  what  I  was  about  to  ftate  might,  perhaps^  not 
be  policy.  We  have  tried  this  fyftem  of  coercion  long  enough.  I 
entreat  your  Lordfbips  and  His  Majefty's  Minifters  to  inform 
themfelyes  of  the  effcA  that  has  refulted  from  it.  I  (hould  be 
happy,  my  Lords,  to  be  convinced,  that  during  its  continuance 
the  numbers  of  United  Irifhmen  have  diminiftied.  But  I  do  af- 
fert  this  not  to  be  cafe ;  and  my  convidbn  has  been  ftrengthened 
by  intelligence  that  has  been  received  from  the  South  of  Iidand. 
If  this  be  the  fa£t,  would  it  not  be  wife  and  prudent  to  tiy  ano- 
ther fyftem.  I  am  willing  to  give  all  the  merit  due  to  the  novelqr 
of  the  meafures  that  have  been  adopted.     The  inventiYe  faculties 
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of  the  authors  of  them  have  been  extraordinary  indeed ;  they  found 
a  throbbing  fore,  and  to  allay  the  pain  and  irritation,  they  applied 
a  bliAer  to  it.  That  is  the  true  defcription  of  the  fydem  that  has 
been  purfued  with  refpedl  to  Ireland.  You  fay  the  Iri(h  are  infen- 
fible  of  the  benefits  of  the  Britifh  Conftirution,  and  you  withhold 
all  thofe  benefits  from  them.  You  goad  them  with  harfh  and 
cruel  punifhmentSy  and  a  general  inflidion  and  infult  are  throwA 
upon  the  kingdom.  I  have  fedn/  my  Lords,  a  conquered  country ' 
held  by  military  force:  but  never  did  I  fee^  in  any  conquered 
country,  fuch  a  tone  of  infult  as  has  been  adopted  by  Great  Bri- 
tain towards  Ireland.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  make  any  motion 
upon  the  fubjed.  My  obje6^  is,  to  fubmit  it  to  the  confideration 
of  Government.  I  have  made  a  laft  effort.  I  acquit  my  con- 
fdence.  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  I  leave  it  to  His  Majef^'s 
Miniflers  to  reflect  upon  the  hi^%  I  have  (lated  to  them.  If  I 
have  not  entered  fufficiently  into  detail ;  if  I  have  veiled  many 
circumftances,  it  is  becaufe  I  have  been  retrained  by  motives  of  a 
prudential  nature.  If  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  however,  are  de* 
firous  of  any  information  which  I  can  give  them  ;  if  they  conceive 
that  fuch  information  may  be  ufeful,  I  (hall  be  extremely  willing 
to  communicate  it  to  them.  If  they  (hould  think  otherwifc,  I 
Aiall  (till  be  of  opinion  that  I  have  difcharged  what  I  (hall  ever 
conceive  to  be  the  ftrongeit  duty.  Whatever  be  the  eiFefl  it  may 
produce  on  their  minds,  no  blame,  my  Lords,  can  be  imputed 
to  me. 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  in  reply  faid,  that  he  felt  it  a  matter  of  no 
fmall  delicacy  and  difHculty,  and  ,^ he  was  confident  that  the  gene- 
rality of  their  Lordihips  mu(t  participate  in  the  fame  feelings  with 
him,  to  attempt  entering  on  the  queition  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
thought  proper  to  introduce,  or  the  vague  grounds  and  ifolated  fa6t8 
upon  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  be  fupported.  Indeed  the  noble 
Lord  feemed  fully  aware  of  his  own  deficiency  in  that  refpedl,  and 
appeared  to  be  under  the  necefTity  of  acknowledging  it  in  the  very  ^ 
fentence  with  which  he  thought  proper  to  clofe  his  fpeech.  The 
noble  Lord  hefitated,  or  was  undecided,  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
he  ought  to  proceed  ;  nor  could  he  bring  himfelf  to  frame  any  fpe- 
cific  proportion,  or  bring  forward  any  dired  motion  on  the  fubjedt.  ^ 
Nor  (hould  the  noble  Lord's  helitation  and  indecifion  excite  any 
furprife :  the  difcufTion  which  he  feeroed  defirous  to  produce  could 
furely  be  attended  with  no  one  profitable  advantage.;  it  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  difcufTion  evidently  pregnant  with  mighty  mifchief ;  nor 
was  there  any  evil  or  calamity  which,  in  hb  mind,  it  was  not 
likely  .to  produce*     He  would  not^  therefore,  trcfpafs  long  on  the 

li  2 
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patience  of  their  Lordfliips,  nor  would  he  attempt  at  oonfirming 
the  judlgeoient  which  be  was  fure  they  muft  have  already  fonned  on 
the  matter,  by  any  elaborate  detail  of  obfervations,  the  mtiire  and 
oegency  of  which  muft  already  have  been  anticipated  by  the  mind 
of  every  noble  Lord. 

He  would  firft,  however,  advert  to  an  expreffion  whidi  die  noUe 
Lord  had  thought  proper  to  make  ufe  of,  viz.  That  it  was,  no 
doubt,  folemn  and  decorous  in  the  Houfe  to  have  acquiefced  in  the 
ftatements  made  by  them  of  the  pofture  of  public  afEurs,  and  of 
the  caufes  that  broke  off  the  late  attempt  at  a  padficatioo.     This 
was  by  no  means  the  motive  of  their  acquiefcence :  it  was  the  re- 
fult  of  their  bed  judgement,  of  their  moft  mature  confideration,  of 
their  mod  intimate  convidion.     But  this  was  not  a  ftibjed  now 
•pen  for  difcuffion.     He  would  ftill,  however,  perfeveve  in  afiert- 
ing  that  the  country  was  in  pofleffion  of  ample  means,  energies, 
and  refources,  which  a  free  and  independent  people  would  know 
how  to  call  forth  and  exert :  however  oppofue  mi^t  be  the  ptdum 
which  gloomy  imaginations  might  be  inclined  to  delineate,  folding 
fiilely  to  diflfufe  deipondency  and  defpair  ;  while  they  would  Jiumbk 
to^the  duft  the  pride  and  honour  of  the  nation,  and  dc^grade  it  from 
tfie  high  rank  and  merited  diftindion  which  it  has  long  held,  and 
fltU  continues  to  hold,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the  woiid  \ 
to  maintain  that  rank,  and  to  preferve  unimpaired  that  diilinflion, 
la^e  have  as  yet,  thank  God,  abundant  means,  and  there  was  no 
thinking  and  well-difpofed  man  who  had  not,  he  trufied,  fufiicient 
fpirit  and  refolution  to  employ  them.     How  contrary  to  this  was 
the  opinion  this  night  held  out  to  your  Lordfhips!    We  are  tdd 
chat,  (hould  the  war  be  protraded  for  another  year,  its  fure  oonfe- 
^uence  muft  be  the  utter  ruin  of  the  country— an  opinion  ib  dif- 
heartening  and  unfounded  he  hoped  none  of  their  Lordlhips  would  en- 
"tertain,  and  that  all  of  them  could  eafily  refute.    For  his  part  he  was 
fully  fatisfied  that  we  had  means  and  refources  abundantly  fufficient 
to  profecute  the  conteft,  not  only  for  one  year,  but  to  the  utmoft 
extent  which  the  imagination  of  any  man  can  fuppofe  the  enemy 
iriH  be  tempted  to  purfue  it  on  the  prcfent  grounds,  and  with  their 
4>refent  dcfigns,  which  aim  at  nothing  lefs^  than  the  ^eftrudion  of 
the  Briti(h  Conftitution,  the  downfal  of  the  Throne,  the  extindkn 
•of  Monarchy,  the  annihilation  of  our  comn>erce,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Genius  of  French  Liberty,  with  all  its  concommitant 
*train  of  horrors.    To  fruftrate  and  confound  theft  frantic  attempts, 
thefe  ra(h  and  infolent  dtffigns,  we  are  confcioos  of  poflfeffing  eweiy 
adequate  means,  not  only  when  we  view  the  fiate  of -our  financial 
'i^dTourcirs,  but  alfo  iKiien  we  call  bade-  our  attention^  nUcb  we 
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muft  frtquentljr  do  wkh  gratitude  and  iatisfaSion  to  the  late  briU 
liam  vidoiy,  which  neariy  outlhincs  the  inoft  fplcndid  of  all  oui> 
naval  exploits.  Such  was  his  idea  of  the  (ignal  advantages  which 
muft  naturally  attend  this  glorious  and  decifive  triumph,  though  it 
does  not  feem  to  be  coniidcred  in  the  fame  falutary  point  of  view  by 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  Moira),  nor  productive  of  the  dccifive  ad- 
vantages which,  however,  may  be  juftly  and  fafely  (aid  to  refuk 
from  it. 

But  foe  our  lituation  what  it  may,  be  it  more  or  lefs  expofed  to 
difficulty  and  danger,  what  does  it  admoi\i(h  us  to  do,  but  cordially 
CD  unite  in  the  fupport  and  defence  of  our  Conilitution,  as  the  onlf 
means  to  ward  off  the  fatal  blow  which  the  inveterate  animofity  of 
our  bittereft  enemy  is  meditating  againft  it.  For  the  necefli^  of 
^s  general  concurrence,  he  appealed  not  only  to  England,  but  ta 
every  branch  and  member  of  the  Britifh  Empire,  whofe  individual 
intereft  and  fafety,  as  well  as  the  interefi  and  fafety  of  the  public^ 
muft  depend  on  this  fincere  and  cordial  co-operation.  He  was  far 
from  being  able  to  difcern  what  (hould  alienate  the  afieCtiona  of 
Ireland,  or  indifpofe  her  from  uniting  in  this  general  co-operation^ 
That  fuch,  however,  was  her  prefcnt  difpoiition,  feemcd  to  be 
snore  dian  iniinuated  by  the  noble  Lord,  who  feems  difpofed  to 
accufe  Government  of  being  hofiilely  inclined  towards  the  fifter 
kingdom,  and  eager  to  keep  up  in  it  a  fyftem  of  coercion.  He 
might,  however,  confidently  appeal  to  their  Lordfliips  generally 
and  individually,  if  it  had  not  been  on  all  occalions  the  uniform 
difpoiition  of  Government  to  adopt  the  very  oppofite  conduct,  and 
that  at  no  time  have  they  abandoned  a  fyftem  of  conceflion  and  con<» 
ciliation ;  nor  has  this  temper  and  difpofition  been  difplayed  and 
aded  on  in  a  few  inftances  only,  or  for  a  (hort  fpace  of  time ;  but 
lor  the  whole  fpace  of  thirty  years  has  His  Majcfty's  Government 
been  diftinguilhed  by  the  fame  uniform  tendernefs  of  regard,  by ' 
the  fame  undeviating  adherence  to  the  mild  principles  of  a  conci*- 
liatory  fyftem.  Indeed  the  whole  of  that  period  is  throughout  dif- 
criminated  and  endeared  by  unceafing  9&s  on  the  part  of  His 
Majefty,  of  love,  favour,  liberality,  and  kindnefs.  Among  thefe 
various  inftances  of  conceflion  and  conciliation  exhibited  by  this 
country  towards  Ireland,  he  might  advert  to  the  eftabiifliing  of  its 
Parliament  into  ah  independent  Legiflature,  and  a  wide  extenfioA 
of  its  commercial  privileges*  He  was  not  therefore  difpofed  to  go 
to  the  extent  of  faying  that  we  had  any  pretentions  ior  watching 
over  the  fafety  of  Ireland  by  our  LegijQature.  This  was  the  bufi- 
•ndii  and  duty  of  its  own  Parliament ;  and  what  idea  muft  that . 

whofe  independence  we  have  fan£lioned,  conceive  of 
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our  proceedings,  (hould  *^e  entertain  a  difcuflion  like  the  prefent^ 
or  any  motions  that  can  fecm  to  interfere  with  the  independency  of 
that  Legtflature  r  He  would  now,  therefore,  contend,  as  be  had 
on  a  former  occafion,  that  the  agitation  in  this  Houfe  of  any  quef- 
tion  iimilar  to  that  which  the  noble  Lord  feems  foUdtous  to  agitate, 
would  be  an  undue  interference  in  a  matter  folely  belonging  to  the 
internal  Government  of  Ireland,  and  that  fuch  an  interference 
might  be  juftly  regarded  as  a  manifcft  breach  of  a  folemn  compad. 
This  being  his  firm  and  decided  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  any 
fuch  interference  on  the  part  of  this  Houfe,  he  would  no  longer 
dwell  on  the  arguments  which  the  noble  Lord  had  urged  to  prove 
the  propriety  and  ncceffity  of  adopting  it.  He  would  therefore  now 
proceed  to  what  furprifcd  him  flill  more,  the  general  ftatement  of 
the  cruelties  which  the  noble  Lord  averted  had  marked  this  fyAcm 
of  coercion  which  he  fo  bitterly  inveighs  againft,  and  which,  he 
Infipuates,  is  principally  promoted  and  adted  on  by  the  Briti(h 
tnilitary.  But  it  was  no  difficult  matter,  nor  to  him  an  unpleafing 
tafk,  to  vindicate  the  Britifti  military  from  any  imputation  of  the 
kind  \  for  if  any  country  was  peculiarly  diilinguifhed  for  humane 
and  generous  feelings,  he  was  proud  to  fay,  for  he  could  fay  it 
with  truth,  that  humanity  and  good- nature  were  the  charaderiftic 
features  of  the  £ngli(h  difpofition.  That  there  might  be  indivi- 
dual exceptions  derogatory  from  this  general  difpofition,  he  would 
not  pretend  to  fay ;  but  if  fuch  excefles  had  been  perpetrated,  were 
there  no  courts  of  jufticc?  Were  there  not  laws  and  tribunals  open 
to  the  complaints  of  thofe  who  are  faid  to  have  been  fo  cruelly 
treated,  where  their  complaints  would  have  been  liitened  to,  and 
their  grievances  redreffed  ?  Inciecd  if  a  fyftem  fo  rigorous  and 
cruel  had  been  purfucd,  it  muft  naturally  be  rcfcnted  by  a  fpirited 
and  independent  people.  But  what  was  the  objedt  for  which  thefc 
troops  were  fent  over  i  Were  they  not  fent  over  to  overawe  and 
counteradl  the  machinations  of  a  f(;;t  of  men  who  were  plotting  the 
deftrudion  of  their  country,  and  favouring  the  defigns  of  our  mod 
inveterate  enemy  ?  If  againfl  fuch  men  tkey«l}ave  at  times  been 
incited  to  afts  of  harlhnefs  and  fevcrity ;  if  they  had' been  occa-> 
lionally  warmed  into  a  fenfe  of  indignation  that  broke  out  into  in- 
fults  and  outrages,  he  has  read  but  little  in  the  heart,  or  hiAoiy  of 
inankind,  in  whom  it  would  excite  furprize.  What  more  natural 
jthan  that  a  large  body  of  men  (hould  feel  indignant  and  ^raged 
againd  the  abettors  of  a  confpiracy  to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the 
French  invader  ? — and  that  fuch  a  confpiracy  has  and  does  exift 
bad  already  been  fully  proved  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt 
Ha3  it  not  been  proved  in  courts  of  jufticc  that  money  bad  been 
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diifributed  to  hireaflaffins  in  order  to  murder  thofe  who  are  fuppofed 
to  be  inimical  to  their  traitorous  plans,  and  to  intimidate  all  wit- 
nefles  from  coming  forward  to  give  evidence  againft  them,  and 
deter  juries  from  giving  in  a  confcientiQUs  vcrdidl  ?  *Do  they-  not 
hang  the  fame  terrors  over  the  heads  of  the  judges  and  magiftrates 
to  fcare  them  from  the  perfornciancc  of  their  facrcd  duty  ?  Is  this 
a  fyftem  which  can  be  viewed  with  the  cool  compofure,  with  the 
deliberate  circumfpedion  of  civil  prudence  ?  ImpofTible  :  it  cannot 
be — and  if  it  iniligates  fome  ^rited  individuals  to  a£ts  of  outrage 
and  of  cruelty,  thofe  crimes  and  cruelties  are  imputable  to  thofe 
only,  by  whofe  daring  and  unprincipled  condud  they  are  naturally 
pcovoked.  Keen,  notwithAanding,  mud  be  the  regret  which  fuch 
unwarrantable  revenge  mud  here  excite  in  every  humane  and  bene-* 
volent  bread.  The  fame  fenfations  muft  be  awakened  in  hearta 
of  a  limilar  feofibility  in  Ireland  ^  and  here  he  would  heartily 
join  in  the  tribute  of  praife  paid  bv;  the  noble  Lord  to  the  preient 
Governor  General  of  Ireland.  He  held  him  dear  as  his  friend^ 
but  it  was  not  the  partiality  of  friendfhip,  but  judice  to  the  merits 
of  the  man  that  prompted  the  praife  he  was  ready  to  beftow.on 
him.  No  public  man,  placed  in  fo  trying  and  fo  critical  a  fitua- 
tion,  has  ever  difplayed  more  exemplary  moderation  in  the  difcharge 
of  a  painful  duty  ;  no  public  man  has^ever  more  zealoufly  exerted 
himielf  for  the  benefit  and  happinefs  of  the  people  over  whom  he 
bad  been  fent  to  rule :  but  if  his  benevolent  exertions  were  defeated 
by  thofe  whom  he  would  willingly  protei^,  if  rigorous  meafures 
vcre  neceflfarily  purfued,  no  blame  could  furely  be  imputed  to  him ; 
the  circumdances  of  the  country  required  it,  and  if  any  partial 
abuies  did  exid,  we  had  only  to  lament  them. 

He  could  not,  therefore,  fee  what  utility  could  be  derived  from 
the  removal  of  a  pcrfon,  whofe  condudj,'  in  every  refpcd,  was 
thus  highly' commendable,  and  whofe  only  care  feemed  to  be  a  juft 
and  pun£lual  execution  of  the  laws.  He  would  again  repeat  it, 
that  if  any  abufe  attended  the  fyflcm  which  the  Government  of 
Ireland  had  adopted,  the  laws  were  open  to  grant  redrefs,  ajid  juC* 
tice  ready  to  inflidl  punifhment.  There  ought,  therefore,  to  at. 
tach  no  imputation  on  the  charader  and  conduct  of  the  Briti(h  mi* 
litary.  Individuals,  it  is  true,  might  fometimes  proceed  to  unwar- 
rantable lengths,  but  the  whole  body  Ihould  not,  therefore,  be  af- 
perfed  for  endeavouring  to  difcharge  the  painful  ta(k  which  had  been 
impo(ed  on  them.  Nor  ought  jt  to  be  forgotten  that  it  is  not  the 
Er^itfh  military  who  folely  a£l  on  thofe  lamentable  occaiions : 
Arc  not  many  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland  adively  em* 
ployed  in  the  fame  fcrvice— muft  they  not  naturally  feel  infinite 
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regret  st  being  driveit  to  meafures  of  vidfence  i  And  what  motive 
din  be  fu^pofed  to  aAuate  their  eondudt,  but  dieir  anittecy  to  fe- 
eure  the  general  fafety  }  Hat  this  is  an  objed  which  can  never  be 
oompafled  by  the  fyftem  recommended  by  the  noble  Lord.  On 
the  contraryi  it  would  only  tend  to  ftain  and  vilify  the  charaftor 
ef  Government,  and  bring  all  its  meafures  into  contempt  and 
difgrace.  The  contrary  fyftem  mtift  therefore  be  perfevered  in, 
Mni  to  the  fpirited  CKeftions  of  the  Englini  military,  will  be  doe 
the  prefervation  of  IrUh  laws,  of  Iriih  property,  and  of  Iri(h  lives ; 
for  by  their  eltertions  only  can  thofe  laWs  be  kept  unviolated  by  li« 
centioufneft,  and  thofe  lives  refcued  from  the  dagger  of  aflaffina. 
And  what  again  was  the  objedt  of  the  confpiracy  which  their  en*^ 
deavdurs  ate  daily  exerted  to  baffle  and  to  crufh  ?  Is  not  the  ob* 
je£k  which  they  have  uniformly  purfued,  and  undifguifedly  avowed 
^t^-o-a  fepatation  of  Ireland  from  the  British  empire  ?  Can  it  be 
doubted  for  a  moment,  if  we  recur  to  the  manifeft  proois  of  the 
cxiftence  of  foch  a  defign  exhibited  to  us  by  the  Reports  of  die 
Secret  Comthittees  of  both  HoUfes  of  Parliament  in  Ireland  f 

And  as  to  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs,  to  what  horrid  abufes  has  it 
not  l»een  c6n verted?  He  now  held  in  his  hand  a  printed  paper,  the 
intents  of  which  were  too  (hocking  to  be  read  ;-- -it  would  fuffice 
to  fay  that  its  avowed  cbjeS,  was  to  point  out  innocent  men  to  the 
poignards  of  affaffins.  It  contained  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thofe, 
Who,  at  a  future  period,  were  to  be  murdered.  It  loads  his  Ma* 
jefly  with  the  moft  opprobious  epithets,  and  reviles  the  £ng;lifli 
Nation  with  every  term  cf  contumely :  it  holds  it  out  tobt  the 
duty  of  every  Irifhman  to  wreft  from  the  hand  of  Englifli  ruffians 
the  property  which  tliofe  Englifh  ruffians  have  wrefted  from  their 
anceftors.  iTiisyour  Lordfhips  will  doubtlefs  perceive  is  no  ob- 
fcure  or  ambiguous  language ;  it  pretty  clearly  dcvelopes  their  fit- 
vourite  projed  of  feparating  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  an  objefi 
which  has  been  fuggcftcd  by  France,  and  of  which  France  i^  <fc- 
firous  to  promote  the  accomplifhment,  and  (hould  they  unhapfnly 
fucceed  in  this  impious  attempt,  what  muft  be  the  refult ;  but 
that  confuiion,  diforders  and  anarchy,  muft  ru(h  in  upon  die  Cottn- 
tiyi  togctl^er  with  the  public  enemy. 

Such  is  ttie  fituation  to  which  an  open  conTpiracy  of  profligate 
men  have  reduced  the  fifter  kir\gdom.  And  how  can  this  fituation 
be  meUorated,  or  the  danger  that  threatens  that  country  be  repelU 
cd,  but  by  a  fyftem  of  fevere  and  vigorous  laws,  a  vigour  and  fe* 
verity  which  on  fuch  occafions  are  indifpenfably  nece(&iy  ?  nor 
can  thefe  laws  be  enforced  without  cntrufting  great  powers  in  At 
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hands  of  thofc  on  whom  we  impofc  the  performance  of  this  ardu* 
ous  duty  under  fevere  ref^wnfibility  ? 

The  queftion,  therefore,  now  is,  'Will  your  Lorcifhips  intcrpofc 
on  the.prefcnt  occaiion,  and  tell  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  and 
the  Irifn  Magiftracv,  that  vou  arc  more  careful  of  the  interefts  and 
Jiappinefs  of  the  Iridi  people  than  they  are,  and  that  the  Englilh 
military  are  not  to  obey  the  Iri(h  laws,  but  the  arbitrary  inftruflions 
of  the  Britilh  Parliament  ? 

Lord  RAWDON  (K.ul  of  Moira)  faid,  that  no  fcntimcnt  had 
fallen  from  him  to  the  ctlcc^  v.hich  the  noble  Secretary  had  ftated. 
He  would  aik  the  noble  Secretary,   whether  he  knew  of  any  point 
under  the  general  relation  of  the.  two  countries  to  each  other,  in 
wliich  a  Peer  of  Parliament  hacl  a  clearer  right  to  ^ddrefs  their 
Lordlhips  than  he  had  on  the  fubjcdl  to  which  he  had  called  their 
attention  ?     He  would,  aikthc  noble  Secretar)',  whether,  if  he  were 
now  to  move  their  Lordlhips  to  addrefs  His  Majcfry  to  remove  Lord 
Camden,  the  prcfent  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  he 
was  not  competent  to  make,  and  the  Houfc  to  agree  to,fuch  a  motion  ? 
Moft  clearly,  in  his  mind,  there  was  no  queftion  upon  fuch  compe- 
tency.     He  would,  however,  fortify  the  dodlrine  by  reference  to  a 
cafe  which   occurred  in  a  reigrt  when  no  privileges  of  Parliament 
were  fuppofed  to  encroach  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown-— 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second.     Their  Lordlhips  knew  too  well 
to  make  it  neceflary  for  him  to  inform  them  of  the  cafe  of  the 
Duke  of  Lauderdale.     TIic  Parliament  of  Scotland  was  then  in- 
dependent of  this  country,   and  yet  the  Parliament  here  addrcffed 
that  Monarch  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  while  he  was  in 
Scotland,  which  vote  of  addrefs  was  intended  to  have  been  followed 
up  by  the  impeachment  of  that  noble  Duke,  but  which  did  not 
take  place,  owing   to  the  diffolution  of  Parliament,   which  foon 
followed.     Here  was  a  cafe  to  illuftrate  the  principle,  and  cftabliih 
the  right  of  a  Member  of  the  Britilh  Parliament,  moving  to  advife 
His  Majefty  to  remove  any  of  his  Minifters  in  fuch  parts  of  his  do- 
minions as  are  polfelTed  of  Icgillative  bodies  of  its  own.     If,  there* 
fore,  from  motives  of  refpcdt  for  the  high  ftation,  and  real  elleem 
for  the  pcrfonal  character  of  Lord  Camden,  he  forbore  bringing  any 
motion  forward  upon  this  fubjedl,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not 
conceive  himfclf  entitled  to  do  fo  if  there  cxiftcd  any  neceffity  for  fo 
doing  ;  and  the  noble  Secretary  fcemed,  in  this  cafe,  defirous  to  fct 
aildc   fuhibhce  for  the  fake  of  mere  form.    .  The  noble  Secretary 
had  complained  tliat  he  had  reprobated  the  troops  in    Ireland  for 
obe\ing  the  law.     This  was  an  inaccuracy  in  the  noble  Lord  ;  he 
had  nut  reprobated  either  the  troops  or  any  body  of  men  for  obeying 
Vol.  IV.  K  k 
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the  law  ;  but  he  had  reprobated  the  condo6)  of  Executive  Govern- 
menty  which  was  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Ireland^ 
inconfiftent  with  the  charadVer  of  the  people  of  England,  and  highly 
injurious  to  the  real  interefts  of  both  countries.  The  noble  Se- 
cretary had  obferved  alfo,  that  he  had  only  taken  notice  of  partial 
points  and  incidental  abufes.  This  was  another  inaccuracy  in  the 
noble  Lord.  He  had  dated  fa<9s,  not  upon  furmifcy  but  upon 
knowledge,  in  which  the  moft  dreadful  cruelties  had  been  executed, 
and  in  places  which  every  thing  was  as  tranquil  as  any  where  about 
London  at  this  hour.  He  admitted  that  there  was  a  combination 
formed  in  Ireland,  and  that  it  was  making  progrcfs  to  an  alarming 
degree ;  but  he  denied  that  coercion  was  the  beft  of  means  to  dif- 
folve  that  combination.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  wife  to  try 
conciliatory  meafures.  The  noble  Secretary  afked/  whether  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  condufl  of  Executive  Governnncnt  had  not 
been  an  uniform  fcries  of  conciliating  meafures,  until  it  appeared 
that  vigorous  meafures  had  been  indifpenfable  ?  To  which  he 
would  anfwer,  thjit  men  have  a  right  to  be  well  and  juftly  go- 
verned ;  and  when  they  feel  thcmfelvcs  aggrieved,  have  a  right  to 
flate  their  complaints,  and  to  call  for  rcdrefs  with  firmncfs  ;  and  to 
accufe  them  of  ingratitude  for  fo  complaining,  was  the  moft  pro- 
voking petulance,  as  well  as  injuftice.  He  had  ftated,  not  cafual 
cxceflfes  or  accidental  abufes  ;  not  what  he  had  loofely  heard  of,  but 
what  himfclf  had  witncffcd — a  conftant,  uniform  procedure  of  cruel 
government  in  that  part  of  the  country  to  which  he  had  already  al- 
luded. If  thefe  things  be  true,  and  true  he  knew  them  to  be  ;  if 
their  Lord(hips  knew  them  alfo,  and  now  they  did  know  them  ; 
what  excufe  would  they  have,  if  in  the  hour  of  peril  the  people  of 
Ireland  fhould  reflife  to  fupport  Government,  and  (hould  fupport 
thofe  who  aimed  at  overthrowing  it?  It  was  not  the  refources  that 
he  dreaded  ;  he  had  never  ftated  any  thing  againft  them.  It  was 
not  the  want  of  men  that  he  was  fearful  of ;  it  was  the  m-ant  of 
Siflet^ibn  of  men  that  was  the  objeft  of  his  fear ;  without  that  af- 
fedHon,  we  might  call  in  vain  for  union  in  all  parts  of  the  empire, 
and  a  vigorous  exertion  againft  the  common  enemy  ;  without  con- 
ciliatory meafures,  that  afFeftion  would  never  arife. 

He  would  aflc  the  noble  Secretary,  if  the  meafures  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  had  been  of  that  characSer  ?  The  noble  Secre- 
tary of  State  had  ftated,  that  there  was  a  confpiracy  amongft  the 
United  Irifhmen.  He  admitted  that  perfons  under  that  charadter 
did  many  z&s  that  were  culpable  in  the  extreme  ;  but  he  did  not 
believe  the  caufe  which  the  noble  Lord  afltgned  for  it  to  be  a  true 
•ne.     It  was  not  originally  for  the  purpofe  of  overturning  the  Con« 
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ftitution  thcfc  Iriflimen  united  ;  the  ads  they  did  were  the  cffedof 
having  been  goaded  by  what  they  felt ;  and  terrified  by  the  profpcdt 
they  have,  they  ftill  continue  in  the  fame  temper.  He  believed 
that  the  United  Irifli  had  originally  nothing  in  view  but  a  Parlia- 
mentary Reform,  for  which  they  could  riot  be  fairly  cenfurcd,  as 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  itfelf  had  come  to  a  refolution  for  that  very 
purpofe.  Upon  this  fubje<5V  he  fpoke  the  more  readily,  as  he  him^ 
felf  was  not  friendly  to  a  Parliamentary  Reform.  He  did  not 
think  that  a  Reform  would  be  a  good  mcafure  if  carried  intoeflfed!", 
bcfidesthc  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  trying  it,  and  therefore  he 
ih^uld  not  advife  the  trial ;  but  if  thcfe  men  were  defedlive  in  their 
judgement,  coercion  was  not  likely  to  cited  it.  He  knew  that  in- 
finite  abufe  had  been  bandied  about  in  Ireland  from  one  party  to 
another ;  the  refult  of  which  had  been  fatal  in  many  inftances, 
for  many  aflaflinations  had  taken  place.  This  pra<Rice,  odious  and 
detedablc  as  it  w^s,  did  not  arife  out  of  any  fettled  plan  to  overturn 
government ;  but  from  private  malice  and  from  revenge,  the  effedl 
of  perfonal  difputes.  Theftatc  of  Ireland  was  moft  deplorable.  He 
had  ftated,  that  it  was  fo  preffing  as  to  admit  of  no  delay.  He 
'vvoald  afk  what  might  be  the  confcquence,  if  an  army  were  to  land 
there  under  the  prefcnt  fyftcm  of  coercion  ?  Could  Government 
rely  on  the  people  unlefs  they  hnd  foir^e  hope  of  conciliation  ?  He, 
rhereibre,  muft  again  recommend  conciliatory  mcafurcs.  The  de- 
ftruflion  of  'Ireland  might  be  the  effcd^  of  negle(3ing  this  advice. 
The  deftrudion  of  Ireland  would  caufe  the  dcftru<^ion  of  Great 
Britain.  He  felt  this  fo  forcibly,  that  he  would  nor  be  fo  tardv  ai 
to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  dating  this  in  another  place,  where  he 
had  parliamentary  privilege  to  ftatc  it.  He  fpoke  with  a  view  of 
faving'both  nations.  Their  Lordihips  ought  particularly  to  attend 
to  fuch  a  fuhjciS  as  this,  it  belonged  to  them  not  only  to  confider  it 
in  their  judicial  capacity,  but  alfo  as  hereditary  Counfellors  of  th« 
Nation  and  of  Hfs  Majefty.  He  offered  this  advice  to  His  Majefty 
in  that  Houfe.  He  offered  it  to  their  Lordfhips,  and  he  offered  it 
to  the  Country  ;  and  by  fo  doing,  he  not  only  acquitted  himfclf  of 
any  evil  effe<£t,  but  claimed  a  right  to  be  confidcrcd  as  having  per^^ 
formed  a  duty. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  he  thought  it  effential 
to  the  intereds  of  thi^  country,  that  fome  parts  of  the  fpeech  of  ^  his 
noble  friend  (hould  be  noticed,  becaufe  otherwife,  when  reported, 
chey  might  make  an  undue  impreffion  upon  the  public.  It  was  a 
duty  particularly  caft  upon  him  to  anfwer  fome  parts  of  the  fgpech 
of  his  noble  friend,  and  now  that  he  was  up,  he  (hould,  with 
the :  Lordftips'  leave,  make  a  fev,  and  but  a  few  oblcrvatloW 
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upon  the  fiibjeft  in  a  general  way.  His  noble  friend  had  ftated, 
that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  wifhed  to  pafs  the  difcuflion 
by,  upon  a  mere  point  of  form.  This,  he  believed,  came  from 
inadvertency  from  his  noble  friend,  for  he  knew  as  well  as  any  of 
their  Lordlhips,  that  for  the  laft  fifteen  years,  it  was  not  a  matter 
of  form,  but  an  eflential  pcMnt  and  matter  of  fad^,  that  the  Par- 
liament of  Ireland  was  as  fully  competent  by  law,  to  make  law, 
to-fuperintend  the  adminiftration  of  juflice,  to  cenfure  any  who  in- 
fringe the  law,  to  ena(S  any  meafure  for  the  internal  regulation  of 
Ireland,  and  to  do  every  legiflativc  acfl,  as  the  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain  ever  could  do:  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  there  the 
Parliament  had  a  complete,  cu  ire,  unappt  ^^ing  jurifdi6\ion,  which 
there  was  no  power  in  tliis  country  to  vary  or  alter ;  we  could, 
therefore,  derive  no  advantage  whatever  from  cafting  any  reflec- 
tions, or  Rating  my  fuppofed  dcfe(f^s  either  in  the  adrniniflration 
of  jufticcof*the  Courts  of  Law,  or  the  acts  of  the  L'giflativc 
Houfes.  His  noble  friend  indeed,  had  been  inaccurate,  when  he 
ftated  thefe  points  to  be  points  of  mere  form,  for  Ireland  was  com- 
pletely independent  of  all  power  in  this  country,  with  regard  to  in- 
ternal regulation.  His  noble  friend  had  alluded  to  a  cafe,  which, 
no  doubt,  was  well  known  to  their  Lord(hips  as  matter  of  hiftory— 
the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale.  True  it  was,  that  the  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Government,  but  it 
was  not  for  any  thing  that  he  did  in  his  official  capacity  that  the 
vote  to  addrcfs  his  Majcfty  to  remove  him  was  founded.  It  was, 
becaufe  he  was  one  of  the  cabal,  as  it  was  then  called,  in  Scotland, 
If  was  for  being  one  of  the  cabal  that  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale 
fell  under  the  animadverfion  of  Parliament.  There  was  no,attcmpt 
whatever  in  that  cafe  by  the  Englifti  Parliament  to  interfere  with 
the  internal  regulation  of  Scotland.  The  prefent  was  a  very  deli- 
cate fubjecf^,  and  he  was  forry  his  noble  friend  had  thought  it  nc- 
ceffary  to  introduce  it  into  the  Houfe.  He  had,  however,  in  a 
manner  that  might  have  been  expcdted  by  all  who  had  the  honour 
of  knowing  him,  marked  the  perfonal  character  of  Lord  Camden 
with  diftinguifhcd,  but  juft  efteem.  Againft  that  Noble  Lord  in  his 
high  office,  or  againft  any  part  of  his  conduct,  nothing  was  propofed. 
But  his  noble  friend  had  ftated  a  number  pf  faets  upon  the  informa- 
tion of  others.  This  information,  from  the  nature  of  things,  w^s 
furc  to  be  deceptive  ;  for  thofe  who  look  at  fuch  fubjedts  with  a 
view  of  giving  information  of  them,  fee  things  through  a  difguifed 
medium,  and  they  never  fee  more  than  one  half  of  it ;  .they  fee 
only  with  one  eye;  prejudice  makes  the  other  blind,  Information 
therefore  ftom  fucb  pcrfons  could  never  be  relied  upo;i  with  fafcty, 
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There  were,  however,  fome  points  upon  which  reliance  could 
be  placed,  and  thefe  were,  he  feared,  very  mournful  ones.  It  was 
true  that  nnany  individuals  had  been  afTaiTinated  in  Ireland ;  true 
that  many  individuals  were  marked  out  by  name  to  be  affafllnated. 
Tliis,  although  his  noble  friend  thought  it  arofe  from  fplecn  and 
private  malice,  was  to  him  a  proof  that  there  exifted  in  Ireland  a 
great  confpiracy  agunft  all  thofe  whofe  duty  it  is  to  preferve  order. 
He  was  called  upon  to  fay  this,  and  he  was  fortified  in  this  opi- 
nion by  the  folcmn  declaration  of  the  Parliament  of  that  country, 
as  alfo  by  a  printed  paper,  by  which  it  was  ftated  that  a  certain 
number  of  individuals,  by  name,  were  marked  out  as  objefls  of 
future  affafli nation. 

His  noble  friend.had  faid,  there  was  a  regulation  in  Ireland  for 
putting  out  lights  at  a  certain  hour.  This  might  be  a  humane  as 
well  as  prudent  regulation,  and  that  it  might  be  fo,  no  man,  he 
prefumed,  was  difpofed  fo  difpute.  He  knew  .nothing  of  its  being 
imptoperly  inforced.  It  was  a  meafure  fuggefted  to  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  ;  they  had  confidered  of,  and  determined  upon  that 
meafure ;  it  was  ufelcfs  to  cavil  at  it,  becaufe  there  was  no  power 
in  this  country  to  put  an  end  to  that  regulation  ;  there  could,  there- 
fore, be  no  ufe  in  making  it  a  fubjed  of  complaint  here  in  any 
place  of  public  deliberation,  leaft  of  all  was  it  fit  for  the  difcuflion 
of  that  Houfe,  for  their  Lordfhips  had  no  authentic  information 
of  the  grievances  of  Ireland  in  the  firft  ;  no  power  to  redrefs  them, 
if  they  exifted,  in  the  fecond  ;  and,  therefore,  they  could  not  pafs 
any  opinion  upon  them  regularly,  nor  attempt  to  do  any  thing  with 
rcfpcd  to  them,  without  an  utter  fubverfion  of  all  law  and  all  efta- 
blifhed  authority. 

His  noble  friend  had  complained  that  arms  had  been  demnndcd. 
That  might  be  a  faft,  and  be  juftifiod,  and  he  knew  notlir^g  to 
impeach  it  ;  it  might  be,  and  was  a  prudent  meafure,  if  the  dif- 
orders  in  Ireland  required  it.  Times  of  imminent  danger  required 
fuch  a  meafure.  His  noble  friend  proceeded  upon  the  fuppofifion 
that  Ireland  was  not  governed  by  law — Was  that  true  ^  Wiis  Ire- 
land not  {governed  by  law?  Was  there  no  rcdicls  fiT  grievances  in 
Ireland  ?  Was  there  any  fa^,  the  recital  of  which  would  caft  any 
rc(lc6X\ox\  on  the  adminiftration  of  jufticc  in  Ireland  ?  Was  th« 
Houfeof  Lords  of  Great  Britain  the  place  in  which  the  complaint. 
If  there  were  any  foundation  for  it,  ought  to  be  made  r— If  there 
was  any  negligence,  or  any  other  defects  in  the  Courts  of  Law  ; 
if  the  cheers  of  them  did  not  do  their  duty,  it  was  there  the  ap- 
plication for  redrefj  ought  to  be  made.  He  did  not,  however,  be* 
Jicv^  there  was  any  foundation  for  complaint  in  that  rcfped.   Thofc 
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who  kacw  the  officers  of  the  Courts  of  Law  there,  who  knew  the 
refpeft  they  have  in  this  country,  and  ftill  more,  from  being  more 
intimately  known  in  that,  would  tell  his  noble  friend  that  he  ought 
not  to  fear  any  thing  for  the  want  of  the  due  adminillration  of 
juftice  in  Ireland  ;  and  (hould  there  be  any  reafon  for  complaint, 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  the  only  legal  channel  through  which 
redrefs  could  flow.  It  was  unjuft  to  the  Parliament  of  that  coun- 
try to  infinuate  that  it  would  not  take  care  of  its  real  interefts,  and 
his  noble  friend  would  forgive  him,  if  he  faid,  it  was  not  quite  re- 
fpe£tful  to  their  Lordfhips  to  bring  forward  a  fubjed  on  which  they 
eould  not  do  any  thing  legally^  fuppofing  it  necefTan*  to  be  done. 
He  was  really  forry  that  his  noble  friend  (hould  bring  forward  points, 
which  implicated  many  high  charadcrs,  who  had  not  an  opportu- 
nity to  anfwcr  for  themfclves  before  their  Lordlhips.  He  could 
not  help  exprefTmg  a  hope,  that,  in  future,  a  little  reflcdioa 
would  take  place  before  any  obfervations  were  made  leading  to  no 
conclufion. 

The  Earl  of  MOIRA  faid,  he  did  not  quote  the  cafe  of  the  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  as  being  exadly  the  fame  as  the  prefent  objcdl  of  his 
obfervations.  He  quoted  it  only  to  fortify  the  principle  on  which 
|ie  called  for  the  interference  of  the  Houfc. 

As  to  the  paper  to  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  and  the 
noble  Secretary  had  alluded,  concerning  the  names  of  pcrfons  who 
were  marked  out  for  future  affaflinaiion,  he  confeflcd  he  fufpefled  it 
to  be  an  invention  to  juftify  or  to  fupport  the  meafures  which  had 
been  adopted  in  Ireland,  and  of  which  he  had  already  complained. 
He  fufpefled  this  the  more,  becaufe  no  printer  of  a  newfpaper  could 
have  had  it  from  any  authentic  fource,  for  no  man  concerned  in  a 
confpiracy  for  affaffination,  would  communicate  the  intention  of 
himfelf  and  colleagues.  He  wi(hed  to  fpeak  of  aflafTms  as  he  felt, 
with  the  greateft  indignation  and  abhorrence  ;  b^t  he  muft  alfo  add, 
that  he  believed  that  they  originated  in  Ireland  from  private  malice 
and  revenge,  and  would  do  fo  from  any  party  that  happens  to  be 
predominant,  while  the  prefent  dreadful  fyftem  continues.  It  was 
not  by  a  general  fyftem  of  terror  that  it  was  to  be  prevented.  "  If 
you  wifh  to  prevent  it,  (faid  his  Lordihip,)  awaken  them  to  the  fenf^ 
of  the  meannefs  of  a£(fj[fimilon.  By  dating  to  them  only  that  it  is 
cruel,  you  will  produce  no  good,  for,  as  they  are  aduated  by  paf- 
iions  which  have  been  made  furious,  they  cannot  be  deterred  by  any 
thing  that  can  be  faid  of  cruelty.  Awaken  them,  I  fay,  to  a  fcnfc 
of  the  meaiHKTs  of  affaflTmation.  Give  them  an  elevated  idea  of 
their  own  con  iii-oti.  That  can  only  be  done  by  convincing  them 
;hat  tli^y  live  uijJ.r  a' juft  and  equitable  Government/* 
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Lord  GRENVILLE  faid  he  did  not  take  the  information  to 
which  he  alluded,  refpeding  the  names  of  individuals  who  are 
marked  out  (or  future  afTaflinationy  from  any  newfpapcr,  but  from 
a  printed  hand-bill,  which  ftatcd,  among  other  things,  that  all  wit- 
nefles,  informers  and  fpics,  were  to  be  affaffinatcd  ;  by  which  was 
obvioiifly  meant  every  perfon  who  (hould  be  concerned  in  bringing 
the  United  IriOi  to  juftice.  He  trufted  he  knew  too  much  of  the 
difpofition  of  men  who  belong  to  public  aflemblies  to  afcribe  to 
them  all  the  fame  motives,  or  the  fame  views,  but  he  was  ready  to 
fay  that  the  general  objeft  of  the  moft  aftive,  and  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Irifh,.-  was  to  overthrow  the  Government  of  that 
country,  and  that  the  aflionsof  allof  them,  even  without  excepting 
(hofe  who  had  the  beft  wiOies,  tended  to  make  that  country  a  pro*- 
Vince  to  France.  His  Lordihip  referred  to  the  cafe  of  thofc  who 
were  tried  for  the  attempt  to  murder  Lord  Carhampton,  as  a  proof 
that  the  affaflins  adt  upon  a  general  fyftem  ;  for  one  of  thefe  perfons 
had  been  the  domcftic  of  that  noble  Lord  ;  being  afkcd  why  he 
did  not  perpetrate  the  deed  when  he  might  have  done  it  in  his 
Lordfhip's  Houfe,  he  replied  "  No,  I  (hould  not  do  it  but  with  my 
party."  The  trutb  was,  that  all  magiftrates,  witneffcs  and  other 
perfons,  who  were  employed  in  detcifting  thefe  men's  deeds  and 
to  bring  them  to  juftice,  were  marked  out  as  objcdls  for  aflaflination. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednejday^  November  22. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itrdf  into  a  Com- 
mhtec  to  confider  of  a  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  rcftrid^ion  of  pay- 
ments of  cafli  at  the  Bank  being  read,  and  a  motion  being  made 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  felt  it  a  duty  incum- 
bent upon  him  to  deliver  his  fentiments  on  the  mcafure  before  the 
Speaker  (hould  leave  the  chair.  It  was  ftill,  he  hoped,  in  the  rc- 
coUediion  of  the  Houfe,  that,  when  the  rcftrid^ion  on  the  Bank  ha* 
been  firft  propofed,  he  had  oppofed  the  principle  of  it ;  and  the 
grounds  he  (tated  for  fo  doing  were,  that  he  contidercd  the  condodt 
of  men  feizing  upon  the  cafh  in  the  Bank  as  unjuftifiable,  and  die- 
tatcd  by  violence  and  mpacity ;  on  that  occafion  he  divided  tha- 
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Houfe,  and  vas  alone  on  the  divifion.  As  he  had  not  iince  in  the 
leaft  altered  his  fentiments  on  the  fubjedt,  he  fliould  think  himfelt 
guilty  of  inconfiftency,  as  well  as  of  criminal  neglcft,  if  he  fufFercd 
a  repetition  of  tjie  mcafure  to  pafs  unrefiftcd,  and  therefore  he 
would  oppofe  it  as  he  had  done  originally ;  he  did  not  mean  to  go 
at  full  length  into  hts  reafons,  but  would  ftate  a  remark  or  two 
upon  it. 

It  had  been  ftatcd  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  that  the 
Bank  was  in  a  flourifhing  condition  ;  and  to  attempt  to  controvert 
that  flatemcnt  might  appear  invidious  :  but  yet  truth  demanded  of 
him  to  fay,  that  it  whs  not  made  good  by  the  detail  of  the  Report ; 
for  if  the  furplus  in  November  exceeded  that  in  February  by  only 
i2,66ol.  (it  was  fo  dated  in  the  Report),  that  could  nOt  be  looked 
upon  as  any  great  indication  of  increafing  profperity.  In  fome  pri- 
vate concerns,  indeed,  it  miglu  be  reckoned  confiderable ;  but,  in 
fuch  a  concern  as  the  ^ank  of  England,  it  was  not  at  all  fufEcicnt 
to  authorii&c  the  inference  that  it  was  in  a  flourifliing  condition. 
But  if  it  was  fac^  that  they  were  in  the  prcfperous  ftate  afferted,  the 
B.mk  had  been  guilty  of  great  mifconducl  in  not  making  a  proper 
ufe  of  it ;  for  it  fhould  be  remembered,  that  in  July  power  was 
given  them  by  Parliament  to  make  partial  payments,  and  yet  while 
they  were,  by  their  own  confeflion,  in  a  flourifhing  ftate,  they  ncg- 
le6tcd  to  avail  themfclves  of  it  by  paying  more  than  before,  though 
they  could 'not  plead  the  reftri(9ion  in  their  defence.  There  wai 
another  part  of  the  mcafure  to  which  he  had  an  infuperable  objec- 
tion— the  continuation  of  it  to  the  end  of  the  war.  He  reminded 
the  Houfe,  that  he  hajd  faid  on  a  former  occafion  that  this  would  be 
the  cafe ;  and  now  the  Miniftcr  was  making  good  his  prediclions, 
alledging  as  a  reafon  for  fo  doing,  that  the  nature  of  the  conteft  in 
which  we  are  engaged  demanded  it,  though  this  was  no  part  of  the 
grounds  for  the  former  reft  ruction,  and  though  in  comparing  the  war 
now  with  its  nature  at  that  tii.- c,  it  did  not  appear  there  was  any  ma- 
terial difference.  Why  the  nature  of  the  war,  then,  Inadc  a  re- 
ftri6lion  of  .fix  months  only  nccc'fary,  and  its  nature  now  made  a 
reftridiion  during  the  conteft  ncci  liary,  he  could  not  difcover ;  to 
him  it  appeared  abfurd  and  iricconcilcable  to  common  fenfe  and 
found  policy.  After  all,  feeling  all  fhcfe  objedlions  with  their  full 
force,  he  was  not  inclined  to  oppofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair, 
or  to  divide  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PIl  T  faid,  that  he  had  before  given  his  reafons 
for  continuing  the  reftrid^ion,  and  for  thinking  that  reltriflion  ftiould 
remain  during  the  whole  courfc  of  the  war  ;  he  would  not  go  over 
that  ground  again,  nor  trouble  the  Houfe  farther  than  to  reply  to  what 
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had  fallen  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Bank 
were  nor  fo  profperous  as  was  dated  in  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee, and  had  grounded  this  aflfertion  on  the  partial  Aatement  that 
the  furplus  in  November  exceeded  that  in  February,  only  by  a  fum 
of  I  2,66oI.     To  this  it  was  only  neccffary  for  him  to  fay,  that 
the  general   furplus  of  the  aflFairs  of  the  Bank,  as  far  as  refpeded 
their  ultimate  refponfibility  (which  was  the  true  queftion  at  iflfup  fo 
far)  was  la(t  ye^r  as  great  and  flourilhing  as  any  gentleman  did  or 
eould  defire  it  to  be,  fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  fecurity  of  the  cre- 
ditors ;  to  fay  that  it  only  continues  fo,  would  furely  be  fufiicient 
for  any  purpofcs  the  Houfe  could  have  in  confidering  the  fubjeft ; 
and  to  infer  from  its  having  iince  then  increafcd  only  i:(,66ol.» 
and  that  the  Bank  was  not  in  a  ftate  of  profpcrity,  was,  in  his  mind, 
nota  very  conclufive  way  of  arguing.     But  the  Houfe  would  recoi- 
led that  the  queflion  for  confideration  at  that  time  was  not  the  want 
of  ultimate  fecurity  of  the  Bank,  but  the  want  of  a  due  proportion 
between  the  cafh  in  hand  and  the  outftanding  demands.     The  ar- 
gument-then was  intirely  on  the  deficiency  of  caih,  and  not  on  die 
nature  and  ftate  of  the  general  funds.     In  the  very  next  fentence  of 
the  Report  to  that  which  (he  honourable  gentleman , had  fo  induftri- 
oufly  feleded  and  fo  confidently  urged  in  argument,  appeared  ai 
flatement,  that  there  was  now  in  the  Bank  five  times  more  bullion 
than  there  was  laft  year.     By  fome  finider  accident,  however,  this 
ftatement  efcaped  the  refearch  of  the  honourable  gentleman ;  but 
could  the  Roufe  find  in  it  no  fymptom  of  profperity  ?     And  would 
they  not  fee  that  the  objeAions  of  the  honourable  gentleman  were 
intirely   reduced   to  that  ingenious   one  againft  the  rapacity   of 
Minifters  ? 

As  to  the  plan  of  continuing  the  reftrldion  for  the  whole  term 
of  the  war,  the  reafons  for  it  being  ftated  diftindly  in  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  it  was  unneceflfary  for  him  to  fay  a  word  more 
upon  the  fubjed  ;  it  would  be  found  there  difHndly  fet  out  that  the 
Bank  was  in  a  ftate  which  in  ordinary  times  would  enable  it  to  re- 
fume  its  ca(h  payments  and  operations  on  the  accuftomed  (bale*  But 
that  the  fivowal  of  the  enemy  to  attack  us  through  our  finances,  and 
to  ruin  our  public  credit,  was  the  motive  (he  prefumed  a  fufficiently 
cogent  nKitive)  to  make  an' additional  term  of  reftriAion ;  and  when 
it  was  remembered  that  no  injury,  nor  even  inconvenience,  had 
been  fuftained  by  the  reftrifKon  hitherto,  the  Houfe  could  not  but 
diink  it  a  fufScient  encouragement  to  adopt  that  now  called  for. 

Mr.  ALLARDICE  declared  hb  approbation  of  the  reftriflion, 
but  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  his  difld&e  to  any  conncdion  between 
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the  Bank  and  Govemmenti  or  any  dq>cndencc  of  the  former  upon 
the  latter.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  ftated  that  i2y66ol. 
was  the  whole  cxcefs  of  the  furplus  of  November  above  that  of 
February,  he  was  not  aware,  perhaps,  of  one  faft,  viz.  that  two  di- 
vidends had  been  made  in  that  time. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  he  continued  to  be  as  diffatisficd 
as  at  firft  with  the  reftriflion.  The  principle  upon  which  it  was 
now  grounded  was  quite  different  from  that  upon  which  it  moved 
laft  year.  Laft  year  ncceffity  was  the  plea  ;  this  year  it  appeared 
that  the  Bank  had  more  than  fufficient  to  pay  all  its  debts.  If  the 
bill  therefore  was  adopted,  it  would  be  as  matter  of  choice,  not  ne- 
ccflity  ;  but  whether  it  were  of  choice  .or  of  neceflity,  he  had  an 
infuperable  diflike  to  its  continuance  during  the  war,  iince  it  would 
become  matter  of  precedent  to  authorize  every  future  Minifter  in 
future  wars  to  (lop  payment.  He  did  not  like  to  fee  the  Bank  fo 
clofely  connected  with  Government,  and  he  heartily  wifhed  he  could 
once  again  fee  it  perfcdlly  independent.  The  ftate  of  Ireland  had 
been  made  one  ground  among  others  for  the  redridion,  but  how 
was  the  Houfe  to  judge  of  that ;  they  had  no  materials  before 
them  \  would  Minifters  come  forward  and  ilate  what  the  particular 
fituation  of  Ireland  was  that  demanded  a  redridlion  of  ca(h  pay- 
ments in  the  Bank  of  England  ?  If  they  did  not,  they  had  no  right 
to  affume  it  as  a  ground  for  any  meafurc.  If  Minidcrs  would  fairly 
declare  what  ilate  Ireland  was  in,  and  what  conduced  to  its  being 
in  that  flate,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  Houfe  would  give  it  due  con- 
lideration  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  difapproved  of  the  principles  of 
the  bill,  and  would  oppofe  it,  though  he  knew  it  was  of  little  confe- 
quence  whether  he  approved  of  it  or  not. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  faid,  that  as  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee  he  could  aflert  the  Report  was  founded  in  truth  and  juftice, 
upon  a  fair  confidcration  of  the  .flate  of  things.  An  honourable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Allardice)  had  objected  to  any  connexion  between 
the  Bank  and  Grovernment — by  the  Report  it  would  appear  that 
they  had  lately  been  confiderably  diflevcrcd.  In  coiiclulion  he  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the  redridtion  on  the  Bank  had  been 
the  falvation  of  the  country.  '' 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  had  intended  to  defer "Tpcaking  upon 
the  fubjcdl,  to  refcrve  his  opinion  to  the  very  lad  dage,  and  when 
the  quedion  (hould  be  put,  '^  that  the  bill  do  pafs,"  and  not  before, 
to  give  his  reafons  why  he  could  not,  on  any  account,  aflfent  to  it 
—for  he  was  too  fenfible  how  unavailing  would  be  any  attempt  of 
his  to  modify  or  meliorate  its  providons  in  any  of  the  ftages  of  its 
padage  through  the  Houfe,  to  think  of  taking  up  time  with  any 
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efforts  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  as  it  appeared  that  gentlemeo  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfc  had  come  down  for  the  purpofe  of  fpeaking,^ 
he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  ftating  his  objedtions  to  the  bill, 
and  to  its  principle.     No  man  felt  more  forcibly  than  he  did  the 
dcliacyand  difficulty  of  agitating  qucftions  that  touched  public  cre- 
dit— no  one  was  more  convinced  that  thcv  (hould  be  touched  but 
fp:iringly,  and  handled  with  all  poffiblc  caution,  and  therefore  if  he 
did  not  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  ftri6\ly  incumbent  upon  him  to  declare 
his fcntiments  publicly,  as  well  as  t6  oppofe  the  bill,  he  would  have 
contented  himfelf  with  giving  the  queftion  a  (ilent  negative.      He 
was  aware  that  in  thus  fulfilling  his  duty  he  fubjcdted  himfelf  to 
much  mifreprefentation,  and  to  the  obloquy  that  of  late  too  much 
attached  to  every  attempt  to  thwart  the  meafures  of  Minifters  ;  but 
in  defiance  of  all  this,  he  would  proceed  to  do  his  duty.     He  de- 
clared thcn^  that  as  an  honeft  man,  he  could  not  affent  to  the  mea- 
fure,  for  he  did  not  fee  why  the  Bank  of  England  (hould  be  ga- 
verncd  by  a  rule  of  moral  condu6t  diflTerent  frointhat  which  i^  laid 
down  for  the  regulation  of  other  concerns,  or  how  that  which  in 
individuals  would  juftly  be  held  fraudulent,  (hould  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Bank  of  England  be  confidered  juft  and  falutary.  And  he  (hould 
be  glad  to  fee  the  man  who  would  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  the 
ftoppage  of  payment  for  fome  time  paft  at  the  Bank  would  have 
been  at  leaft.  difcreditable,  if  not  fraudulent,  if  it  had  happened  in 
the  cafe  of  a  private  trader.     An  Order  of  Council  iffued,  direc- 
ting the  Bank  to  flop  payment  of  ca(h,  with  certain  exceptions — a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  and  expedi- 
ency of  that  aft,  and  of  the  circumftances  that  led  to  it.     That 
Committee  made  a  Report,  ftating  an  efficient  and  a  remote  caufe 
for  that  procedure,  but  avowing  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  efficient 
caufc  would  not  have  formed  a  juft  ground  for  the  Order  of  Coun- 
cil, if  it  hnd  not  been  preceded  by  the  remote  caufe.    If  that  remote 
caufe  were  now  in  cxiftencc,  he  confeffed  he  (hould  hefitate  to  op- 
pofe the  meafure ;  but,  on   the  contrary,  every  one  circumftancc 
that  had  contributed  to  form  that  remote  caufe  had  not  only  entirely 
ccafcd,  but  circumftances  in  all  rcfpefts  the  very  reverfe  had  taken 
place  of  them  ;  for,  firft,  one  of  the  caufcs  aftigned  was,  that  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  was  unfavourable,   and  that  gold  was  fo 
high  on   the  Continent  as  to  create  a  great  drain  of  bullion  from 
this  country  ;  but  the  prefent  Report  ftated  that  the  courfe  of  ex- 
change with   Hamburgh  was  at  prefrnt  unufually  favourable  for 
this  country,  and  that  muft  necelTarily  have  a  tendency  to  bring 
gold  into  this  country.     Another  reafon  was,  the  neccifity  of  re- 
ducing their  difcounts  at  the  Bank :  but  this  (to  give  the  Bank  all 
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due  credit)  did  not  exift  now ;  for  they  were  extremely  liberd  in 
their  accommodation  to  merchants.  Another  was^  the  neceflfary 
fupplly  of  foreign  powers,  and  of  our  troops  on  the  Continent ;  but 
neither  of  thofe  now  exiAed.  Another  was,  that  the  balance  of 
trade  in  our  favour  was  dimini(hed  ;  that  too  was  changed  :  fo  that 
there  was  not  one  operative  caufe  for  the  order  of  Council  that  had 
not  vanifhed^  and  given  way  to  circumAances  of  a  diredly  oppofite 
nature ;  and  yet,  with  all  thefe  oppoiite  reafons,  Minifters  came 
forward  defiring  the  fame  meafure.  And  here  he  thought  proper 
to  obferve,  as  a  circumi^ance  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  that  the 
principal  reafon  forreflrainlng  payment  at  the  Bank  came  from  the 
Bank  Direflors  thcmfclves — that  they  fccmed  to  be  moft  forward  in 
it,  and  to  outrun  the  eagerncfs  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himfelf;  for,  before  that  right  honourable  gentleman  had  thought 
it  neceflary  to  fay  a  word  about  the  matter,  the  Bank  Dirediors 
came  to  the  following  refolution — '^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
"  Court  that  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England 
'^  are  enabled  to  ifTue  fpecie  in  any  manner  that  may  be  deemed 
necelTary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public.  And  that  the 
Court  has  no  hejitation  to  declare,  that  the  aflfairs  of  the  Bank 
are  in  fuch  a  (late  that  it  can  with  fafety  refume  its  accuftomed 
funflions,  if  the  political  circumjiances  of  the  country  do  not  render 
it  inexpedient'* — And  here  he  could  not  but  remark,  that  for  a 
mere  trading  company  to  go  out  of  its  way  fo  far  as  to  fugged  to 
Government  a  queAion  of  political  expediency  was  onufual  and 
wanton  ;  and  indeed,  this  they  themfelvcs  in  the  next  fcntence  ac- 
knowledge that  they  feel ;  for  they  continue — "  But  the  Diredors, 
**  deeming  it  foreign  to  their  Province  to  judge  of  thefe  point Sy  wilh 
''  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  Parliament  whether,  as  it  has  been 
**  once  judged  proper  to  tay  a  reftriflion  on  the  payments  of  the 
Bank  in  ca(h,  it  may,  or  may  not,  be  prudent  to  continue  the 
fame."  Thus  he  faid,  the  meafure  of  non-payment  originated 
with  the  perfons  bound  to  pay.  To  fpeak  of  the  body  of  the 
Bank  as  a  body  (for  individually  he  refpe<Sled  them,  and  knew  from 
perfonal  intimacy,  that  there  were  many  of  them  deferving  refpcA), 
but  as  a  body  he  mud  fpeak  of  them  in  terms  of  difapprobation-— 
they  had  received  grace,  and  lenity,  and  indulgence  from  the  public, 
and  it  was  a  hard  return  which  they  now  made  to  the  public. 
They  (hould  have  remembered  with  gratitude,  that  when  they  were 
obliged  to  dop  payment,  no  difpofition  whatever  was  ftiewn,  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  to  prefs,  to  thwart,  or  to  harafs  them— on  ^ 
contrary,  every  thing  was  done  to  aid  and  fupport  them.  Affo- 
ciations  were  formed  for  the  purpofe  among  the  mod  reijpefiable 
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and  opulent  of  the  citizens  of  London,  who  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
fupport  the  Bank,  to  receive  its  notes  as  caih,  and  to  fence  it  in 
from  mifchiefs  that  were  apprehended.  One  would  think,  tliat  the 
confcquence  of  this  treatment  would  have  been,  that  now,  when 
they  are  declaredly  in  a  flate  of  profperity,  they  would  call  thofe 
aiSxiations  together  again  in  order  to  (hew  how  well  they  ftand, 
and  propofe  to  do  that  which  at  all  times  it  was  their  duty  to  do- 
pay  their  promiflbry  notes  in  ca(b  if  required  fo  to  do ;  infiead  of 
which  they  afTumed  to  themfelves  the  province  of  judging  of  poe- 
tical circumihmcesy  and  pleading  them  againft  their  creditors,  and 
ofEcioufly  fuggefted  to  Parliament  the  expediency  of  continuing 
the  relfaridion.  In  an  individual  this  would  not  be  honeft,  and 
the  man  w^ho  (hould  pra<Siice  it  would  certainly  lofe  his  charader. 
On  thofe  grounds  he  would  not  agree  to  a  renewal  of  the  reftridion ; 
for  if  Minifters  were  allowed  to  bring  through  the  Houfe  the  fame 
mcafure  on  grounds  fo  totally  different,  what  was  it  but  to  fay-^ 
That  whether  the  courfe  of  exchange  be  unfavourable,  or  the  courfe 
of  exchange  be  favourable,  gold  goes  rapidly  out  of  the  country,  or 
gold  comes  rapidly  into  the  country— Whether  there  be  a  drain  on 
the  Bank,  or  a  vaft  influx  of  bullion  into  it,  the  Houfe  muft  fane- 
tion  the  Bank  in  the  propofed  meafure,  and  juftify  them  in  faying  to 
the  public,  "  We  (the  Bank  of  England)  owe  you  money,  and 
here  we  have  money  in  abundance,  but  will  not  pay  you." 

Mr.  Tierney  then  proceeded  to  ftate,  that  it  appeared  from  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  who  were  examined  touching  the  incotrvenience  that 
might  have  arifen  from  the  reftridion  impofed  on  the  Bank,  and 
touching  the  expediency  of  continuing  that  reftri£lion,  had  declared^ 
that  they  were  not  aware  of  any  fuch  imomjeniencf^znd  thfat  there 
could  not  arife  any  injury  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  advantage  to  the  nation  from  continuing  thie-reArifiion. 
This  he  thought  a  mod  extraordinary  aflertion — extraotdt{|uy  in- 
deed, for  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  hj  that  W  could 
be  attended  with  no  inconvenience  to  break  their  faith  folemnly  and 
under  their  hand  pledged,  and  to  write  on  their  Bank  notes  ^^  paya- 
bk  onikmand"  while  they  were  determined  to  rcfufe  that  payment. 
If  by  no  inconveniences  they  meant  no  pecuniary  demands,  no  cla- 
morous duns  at  their  doors,  no  bailiffs  to  arreil  them  in  the  (^reet 
— ^they  were  right ;  but  if  they  were  animated  by  that  fpirit  which 
diftinguifhed  their  forefathers,  and  rendered  fome  of  them,  though. 
but  traders,  not  lefs  illuftrious  than  the  firft  Statefmen — if  they 
were  adhiated  by  that  generous,  manly  integrity  which  raifed  the 
chaiaAcr  of  Britifh  merchants  high  enough  to  cope  with  the  firft    | 
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men  of  the  world  ;  they  would  find  a  very  heavy  inconvenience  in 
their  own  feeling,  in  the  goading  rofleflion  that  thcmfelves,  the 
Bank  of  England^  was  now  under  the  cenfuring  eye  of  all  Europe, 
and  that  they  are  praying  the  Parliament  to  continue  them  in  a  ftatc 
of  bankruptcy  which  they  thcmfelves  acknowledged  to  be  unnccef- 
fary.  But  il  appeared  that,  now  they  were  become  deep  politicians, 
and  took  upon  them  to  inform  the  Houfe  that,  from  the  nature  of 
the  war,  and  the  avowed  purpofe  of  the  enemy  to  attack  this  coun- 
try by  means  of  its  public  credit,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  continue 
the  reftriSion.  That  the  enemy  would  aim  a  bluw  at  our  credit 
and  finances,  all  would  agree,  for  all  modern  wars  have  been  without 
exception  carried  on  upon  that  principle.  Modern  wars  are  made 
upon  refourccs  rather  than  blood  ;  but  was  this  the  way  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  fuccccding  ?— moft  whimfical  expedient ! — In 
order  to  leave  to  the  enemv  no  credit  to  attack,  thcv  ddlroy  credit 
themfelvcs.  But  at  laft  they  fpeak  plainly,  at  laft  it  comes  out  that 
**  it  will  diftrefs  the  financial  operations  of  the  country  ;"  and  then 
they  deliberately  weigh  and  find  "  That  it  will  be  expedient  to  con- 
**  tinue  the  reftriflion,  with  the  refcrve  of  partial  iffues  of  ca(h  at 
'^  the  difcretion  of  the  Bank,  and  that  it  ma/  be  fo  continued  with 
<^  advantage  to  the  nation,  and  without  injury  to  the  credit  of  the 
**  Bank."  This  was  the  refult  of  the  examination  of  the  Go- 
vernor and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England.  This  was 
their  advice.  This  precious  plan,  which  firft  originated  in  the 
diabolical,  but  fertile  mind  of  that  monfter,  Roberfpicrre ;  but 
what  had  they  to  do  with  political  confiderations,  or  >^hat  had 
finance  to  do  with  the  Bank  of  England  ?"  What  was  it  that  raifcd 
the  Bank  of  England  above  all  the  banks  in  the  world/  and  fixed  irs 
credit  upon  fo  firong  a  bafe  as  to  reflft  even  the  mortal  affaults  of  the 
prefent  time  ?  What,  but  that  it  was  unconrtedled  with  Government, 
and  independent  of  Minifters  ;  and  had  only  to  purfue  the  plain 
i^raight  road  of  their  own  bufinefs,  to  ad  dire(Sly,  to  ad  ftridly, 
and  to  fulfil  its  engagements  with  probity,  having  nothing  to  do 
with  financial  operations.  In  other  countries  where  a  connexion 
fubfiftcd  between  the  Bank  and  the  State,  and  where  of  courfe  Mi- 
ni Aers  had  the  power  of  di Porting  the  operations  of  the  Bank  to 
their  own  crooked  views  of  finance,  the  Bank  never  was  fafe.  In 
England  there  never  till  now  was  fuch  a  connexion,  and  the  Bank, 
of  confequence,  was  always  fafe ;  but  it  was  much  to  be  feared  that 
hereafter  men,  in  eftimating  the  Bank,  would  look  to  the  Courts  and 
jmeafure  the  fecurity  of  the  former  by  the  ftability  of  the  latter, 
founding  their  opinions  on  that  fubjed  rather  by  the  wifdom  of 
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Mmifters  than  by  the  fubftantial  property  and  integrity  of  the  Bank 
Direflors- 

He  faid,  he  had  already  dated  that  his  firft  ground  of  objedlion 
to  the  meafure  was,  that  it  was  not  founded  in  common  honeAy. 
There  was  another  ground,  and  he  would  now  ftate  it — he  thought 
the  meafure  led  to  a  principle  that,  if  effeded,  would  be  extremely 
prejudicial  to  the  monied  interefl.  And  here  he  would  repeat  what 
he  had  before  profeffed,  that,  if  he  was  not  in  his  confcience  con- 
vinced that  no  hazard  would  attend  the  refuming  of  cafb-payments^ 
he  would  not  fay  a  word  about  it.  The  fear  of  an  invalion  had 
been  dated  as  one  of  the  reafons  for  not  opening  the  Bank  in  the 
ufual  w.iy  ;  but  if  an  invalion  actually  took  place,  he  could  not  fee 
how  the  withholding  ca(h»  and  of  courfe  diminifhiog  the  credit  of 
the  Bank,  would  ferve  it.  He  wiihed  fome  gentlemen  better  qua- 
lified would  point  out  to  him  the  difficulty,  or  what  obje£lbn  there 
could  be  to  keep  in  bank  a  quantity  of  cafh  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  notes  delivered  out,  which  would  eftabiiih  the  credit  fo  firmly, 
that  even  in  cafe  of  invalion  every  man  being  fure  of  receiving  ca(h 
(or  his  bills,  would  have  ao  diflike  to  accept  the  notes  of  the  Bank. 
Some,  perhaps,  would  fay,  that  if  cafh  equal  to  the  outftanding  notes 
were  kept  in  the  Bank,  there  would  be  no  profit  on  the  bufinefs. 
But  if  he  did  not  err,  it  might  be' done  with  advantage,  and  with 
the  effect  of  giving  new  facility,  as  well  as  credit  and  vigour,  to 
the  operations  of  the  Bank.  He  would  afk  the  Bank  Directors  to 
be  content  only  for  one  year  without  any  profit ;  and  every  man 
being  fure  of  payment  if  he  called,  would  never  think  of  denaand- 
ing  caib.  If,  while  the  Bank  was  unable  to  make  cafh  payments, 
the  afTociatlons  already  alluded  to  had  kept  up  and  fupported  and 
credited  the  Bank,  was  it  to  be  doubted  that  they  and  all  the  people 
at  large  would  continue  to  do  fo  when  they  found  the  Bank  had  re- 
fumed  its  accufiomed  modes  of  payment  ?  and  this  would  be  in- 
finitely better  than  the  prefent  meafure  ;  for  fuppofean  invafion,  if 
the  Bank  were  (hut  againd  payment,  no  one  would  take  notes,  for 
they  could  not  be  able  to  convert  them  into  any  fubftantial  coni- 
modity — fo  that  would  not  prevent  the  evil,  not  facilitate  the  nego- 
tiation of  Bank  notes ;  and  in  the  city,  however  prompt  they  may 
be  to  give  Loyalty  Loans,  their  procedure  on  the  laft  Loan  (hewed 
that  they  were  not  in  the  main  difpofed  to  facrifice  much  to  their 
loyalty — they  would  foon  remind  the  Bank,  j^nd  fay,  "  We  did 
every  thing  for  you ;  we  difcharged  our  duty  to  you,  and  you  have 
not  difcharged  yours  to  us  ;  but  inftead  of  that,  you  applied  to  Par- 
liament for  a  reftriftion,  and  thereby  made  that  reftridlion  your  own 
a6t."     If,  under  thcfc  circumftances,  the. right  honourable  Chan- 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer  wiflied  to'faave  the  Bank  notes  drculated,  he 
mud  go  the  full  length,  he  muft  ^dopt  the  vigour  with  the  policy 
of  Roberfpierre,  and  make  them  a  legal  tender,  elfe  the  Bank  would 
be  blown  upon.  If  therefult  (hould  be  fatal,  which  he  both  feared 
and  deprecated,  it  would  be  a  fourceof  afflifiion  to  the  Bank  Diree- 
tors,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  fruitlefsly  lament 
his  having  intrigued  with  them.  He  declared  he  much  feared 
that  the  financial  plan  contained  in  the  meafure  would  unfold  ttfelf 
on  Friday  next,  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  to  open 
his  Budget.  For  his  part,  he  could  put  his  hand  to  his  heart  and 
declare,  that  as  an  honed  Member,  he  never  would  vote  a  (hilling 
to  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters.  At  all  events,  if  money  muft 
neceflarily  come,  he  wiflied  it  were  to  come  in  a  fiiir  way. 

After  a  fliort  converfation,  the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Houfe  u^n  the  bill,  and  went  through  the  common 
claufes. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  in  purfuance  of  what  he  had 
already  dated,  he  had  to  propofe  a  claufe,  providing,  **  that  during 
the  continuance  of  this  reftridion,  it  fliall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Bank 
to  iflue  any-fums  of  money  by  way  of  loan,  or  advance  for  the 
public  fef vice,  except  on  the  credit  of  the  duty  on  land  and  malt, 
and  that  any  other  advance  which  fliall  be  made  muft  be  od  the 
authority  of  a  fpecific  a6t  of  Parliament,  if  any  fuch  fliall  he 
made  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  reftridion."— 
Agreed  to. 

He  then  propoTed  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  prefent  zSt  to 
one  month  after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  war  by  final  treaty.— 
Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Comknittee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  coniider  fiairther  of  a  fupply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  following  refolutions  for  the 
enfuing  year :  That 

7,150  be  voted  for  the  civil  eftablifhment  for  the  province  of 

Upper  Canada. 
5,915  for  Nova  Scotia. 
4,550  for  New  Brunfwick. 
1,900  for  the  ifland  of  St.  John* 
1,840  for  Cape  Breton. 
1,23a  for  Newfoundland. 
580  for  Bermudas. 
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4,100  for  the  Bahama  Ifland$. 

^    600  for  Dominica. 

6,157  f^  New  South  Wales. 

1 689000  for  the  relief  of  the  fuffcring  Clergy  dtid  Laity;  of  f  ranee* 

44,000  for  peillions  and  allowances  to  the  American  Loyalifis* 

X5o,ooo  for  fectec  fcrvice  abroad. 

36,000  for  bills  that  are  or  may  become  due  for  the  fettlemexit 

of  New  South  Wales. 

33,335  for  maintaining  convifis  at  horhe. 

2^500  for  Bilh  on  Douglas  Harbour. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Hoiife  to  go  into  a  CoiQ- 
inktce  of  the  whole  Houfe  on.  the  Scotch  diftillery  bill^  the  Houfcf 
went  into  a  Committee  accordingly. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  late  a<ft,  with  refped  to  the  dKtillerieft 
of  Scotland,  related  to  a  fubjecl  that  ought  to  be  much  <:onfidere<), 
inafmuch  as  it  related  to  a  fubjedi  of  great  importance ;  it  was 
pafled  under  an  underftanding  that  much  information  was  to  be  re^ 
ccivcd  from  Scotland  upon  the  fubjedl  previous  to  making  any  per<« 
manent  regulation.  From  the  information  which  had  been  re- 
ceived, the  fubjeft  appeared  to  be  of  much  too  Complicated  a  nature 
to  be  finally  decided  now  ;  he  (hould  therefore  fnove^  that  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  prefent  a6l  for  a  time  to 
be  limited- 
Mr.  SPEAKER  (uggedcdf  that  this  motion  was  irregular ,  thaC 
as  this  was  a  queAion  relating  to  trade,  the  motion  (hould  be  tnadb 
in  the  Committee  in  the  form  of  a  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  moved  a  refolution,  that  the 
duties  impofed  by  the  faid  a^  be  farther  continued  for  a  time  to  be 
limited. 

Mr.  ALLARDICE  faid  a  few  words,  which  we  could  not  hear 

diftindly. 

Mr.  Chancellor  I^ITT  faid,  that  the  prefent  meafure  was  only 
intended  to  be  for  a  limited  time.  That  the  duties  on  all  di(lil« 
leries  in  Scotland  muA,  in  future,  be  much  higher  than  they  are  at 
prefeitt,  or  elfe  the  ftills  muil  be  fiopped  altogether,  for  the  police  of 
chat  prt  of  the  country,  and  the  r^ard  that  ought  to  be  had  for  ita 
■lorals,  as  wdl  as  health,  required  that  there  (hould  be  a  great  re* 
duAion  in  the  confumption  of  fpirtts.  The  quefltgn  was  a  queittoo 
of  revenue  certainly ;  but  the  revenue  muft  be  relinquithed  sdtqge^ 
tbcr,  and  the  diAilleries  be  (lopped,  if  the  confumption  of  Ijpifto 
oottld  not  be  dimiiuthcd  in  t^t  part  of  tbe  ku^domi  (oi  die 

Vol.  IV.  Mm 
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excefles  which  the  prefcnt  ufe  of  them  t>ccaiioned  was  mod 
enormous. 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  thought  the  confumption^^ 
fpirtts  much  too  great  for  the  health  and  morals  of  the  people  in 
Scotland  at  prcfent.  He  believed  that  Government  had  hitherto  but 
very  imperfe£l  information  upon  this  bufinefs. 

The  refolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  report  was  ordered 
CO  be  received. 

7hurfdwfp  iJavtmber  23. 

Mr.  HOBAfeT  being  about  to  bring  up  the  report  of  the  bill 
-ftir  reftraihing  the  payments  of  fpecie  by  the  Bank, 

Mr.  HUSSEY  rofe  to  oppofc  the  bringing  up  the  report.  He 
was  not  in  the  Houfe  yefterday  ;  in  cafe  he  had,  he  moft  certainly 
ihould,  with  his  (ingle  voice,  have  oppofed  the  Houfe  going  into  a 
Committee  uport  the  bill.  He  confidered  the  prefent  meafure  a$ 
one  of  a  tnoft  dangerous  tendency,  and  differed  entirely  with  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  as  to  the  ncccflity  of  the  rcftraint.  He 
tonAA  by  no  means  reconcile  to  his  mind  the  idea  of  continuing  the 
reftrid^ion  to  the  extent  of  time  propofed,  one  month  after  the  dofe 
t)f  the  prefent  war.  A  meafure  of  this  important  nature  (hould  not 
be  deferred  for  fo  long  a  period.  At  any  rate,  it  (hould  not  be  con- 
tinued beyond  one  month  after  the  next  meeting  of  Parliament. 
He  did  not  oppofe  the  prefent  meafure  from  any  idea  of  obftruding 
the  proceedings  of  Government.  His  oppofition  arofe  from  the 
Iktal  tendency  which,  in  his  opinion,  thereflraint  would  have  upon 
Bank  notes.  He  was  certain  this  would  foon  be  fAU  and  in  pro* 
pcAtion  as  the  notes  were  aiFedlcd  would  the  country  be  injured^  He 
conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  oppofe  the  meafure,  and  had  there- 
ibre  taken  this  ftage  of  the  proceedings  to  obje£t  to  its  farther 
|irqgefs. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reminded  the  honourable  gentleman,  that  when 
the  report  was  brought  up  he  would  have  an  opportunity  to  objed) 
to  any  particular  part  of  it,  if  he  thought  necelTary. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  have  thought  the  honour- 
Mit  Member  would  not  have  oppofed  the  bringing  up  the  report^ 
but  would  have  preferred  the  regular  mode,  (ince,  if  his  objedkm 
were  fuccefsful  againft  any  part  of  it,  the  bill  'mnft  drop  altogether. 
He  gave  the  fulleft  credit  to  the  motives  which  adiuated  the  honour- 
able Member  in  oppofing  the  bill,  but  conceived  he  was  mi(faJLCfi 
•i  to  its  tendency.  The  re(lrtiint  upon  the  Bank  was,  in  his  opi* 
i|iM^  an  aA,  under  prefent  external  ciicumftancesy  of  abfolute  ne» 
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ceflity  t  it  was  highly  neceflary  this  reftratnt  (hould  continue  during 
the  prefent  war,  or,  at  leaft,  while  it  retsuned  its  prefent  (hape.  Hi$ 
reafons  for  this  opinion  were  already  known  to  the  Houfe.  We 
were  contending  with  an  enemy ,  whofe  objedl  was  to  attack  the 
credit  of  the  country,  and  to  embarrafs  its  financial  operations.  It 
was  neceflary  to  n>eet  thefe  attacks  in  a  manner  that  would  defeat 
the  objedl  of  the  enemy.  The  Houfe  (hould  take  every  meafure  to 
ward  off  the  danger,  and  the  prefent  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  bell 
that  could  poflibly  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  agreed  with  the  right  hoyiour^ble  gentleman  as 
to  the  ncceflity  of  adopting  meafures  which  would  oppofe  the  inten* 
dons  of  the  enemy,  bi|t  could  not  conceive  that  the  one  prc^Kifed 
would  produce  that  effcdt.  If,  however,  it  would,  it  was  preferable 
at  prefent  to  continue  the  reftridion  only  till  a  month  after  the  next 
icflHon  of  Parliament ;  and  if  it  was  thought  neceflary  then,  the  xe« 
ftridion  might  be  farther  continued. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  though  by  the  WU  the  rcftrio* 
don  was  continued  during  the  war,  it  empowered  the  Bank  at  any 
intermediate  period  to  refume  its  payments,  by  communicating  its 
intention  to  the  Speaker,  and  giving  one  month's  notice.  It  was 
neceflary  to  hold  out  to  the  enemy,  that  the  country  was  prepared  to 
n^eet  all  its  efibrts  of  defperation ;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  re- 
Qridion  would  be  continued  during  the  who|e  of  the  war.  While, 
however,  it  waspurfued  in  its  prefent  (hape,  he  certainly  confidered 
the  reflridion  asabfolutely  necdfary. 

The  report  was  then  brought  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Returning  OiEccr 
of  the  borough  of  Tewkefbury,  in  Glouccflerfhire,  which  flated  hi^ 
having  received  a  precept  to  retqrn  a  Member  -,  that  he  had  neg-- 
Icifled  to  proclaim  the  fame  between  the  hours  of  four  and  eight  as 
the  a6l  appointed,  and  therefore  praying  tl>at  a  i>ew  writ  ipight  be 
ifliied. 

Mra  SPEAKER  conceived  that  the  contents  of  the  petition  re« 
quired  the  ferious  attention  of  the  Houfe,  and  direAed  the  Clerk  to 
xtad  the  afis  of  the  7  th  and  ^th  of  William  and  Mary,  relating 
to  the  regulation  pf  cledtio^,  and  alfo  thp  ^A  of  the  25th  of 
George  III. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid;  it  was  a  queflion  ;which  required 
much  important  deliberation  ;  and  as  gentlemen  could  not  be  fo 
well  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  petition,  as  if  it  were  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  he  (hould  move  to  that  effed.  He,  how- 
ever, conceived,  that  the  Houfe  could  not  interfere  in  the  pedtion^ 
as  fifty-two  days  were  not  elapfed,  which  was  neceflary  in  the  pre* 

M  m  2 
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fcnt  inftance,  Tbe^icion»  however,  had  better  belaid  upon  thf 
table^  that  gef)tleipc;n  might  make  themfelve$  acquainted  with  the 
laws  upon  the  fubjcd. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  faid  a  few  words  in  fu{^rt  of  the  petition ; 
after  which  the  petition  was  brought  up,  apd  prdered  to  lie  upOQ 
the  table. 


"    V'*'  V   » 
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IIOUSE  OF  LORPS. 

PriJay,  Nsvemhr  24. 

Heard  coun&l  in  an  appeal,  wherein  Francis  Duggan  was  appd* 
lant,.  and  Alexander  Wight,  refpendcnt,  and  affirmed  the  ckeree  of 
the  Court  of  Seflion,  without  calling  upon  the  refpondent's  counfel. 
Adjourned  to  Monday. 

.  .  ■  ^  /.  .  -  »  ^  ■         .     -  •    -  « .      -^         ,.>    t 

t  ' 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday f  N§vemhr  24. 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  Suf^If , 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofc  and  faid  :  In  purfuance  of  the  inti- 
rhation'  which  I  gave  upon  a  former  day,  I^now  rife  toflatc  to  the 
Committee  the  general  outline  of  the  meafures  which  are  propofed 
zi  the  foundations  for  railing  the  fupplies,  and  for  meeting  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  cnfuing  year.  As  the  principle  of  that  part  of  the  in- 
tended plan  to  which  I  am  moft  defirous  to  dired  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  is  new  in  the  financial  operations  of  this  country,  at 
leafl'for  more  than  a  century,  as  it  is  a  principle  fo  important  in  it^ 
hatare,  andfo  extcnfive  in  its  confcquences,  it  i$  not  my  intention'to 
eall  for  any  dccifion  upo0  its  merit  in  the  prefcnt  ftage  of  the  bufi- 
nefs.  AH  that  I  now  mean  to  ftate  to  Ae  Committee,  I  wtOi  to  be 
coniidered  merely  as  a  notice,  and  a  general  explanation  of  a  plan 
that  is  afterwards  to  be  brought  forward.  Any  minute  confideration 
and  particular  difpofitions  I  (hall  omit  till  the  fubjed  is  fubmitted 
to  a  detailed  diicuffion,  and  content  myfeif  with  a  general  view  of  tbe 
objedt  propofed,  and  a  general  outline  of  the  mode  by  which  it  is  tq 
be  carrried  into  txecution.     After  the  fafts  which  are  already  in 
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jour  pofleflioiH  after  the  unanimous  refolurion  which  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament  have  pafled  upon  the  fubjcSy  it  would  be  unnecefTary 
for  mc  to  dwell  upon  the  caufes  which  demand  your^exertions,  and 
the  nature  of  the  objeds  which  the  fupplies  you  are  called  upon  to 
provide  are  intended  to  fccure.  The  queflion  which  you  have  tp 
conCder  is  of  no  lefs  imponance  than  by  what  means  you  are  to 
|)COvide  for  the  e3y)ences  which  will  be  neceflfary  to  enable  you  fuc* 
cefsfuUy  to  refill  thp  avowed  intexnions  of  an  arrogant  foe»  to  dc- 
(hoy  your  liberties  and  conAitution>  to  cut  off  the  ifources  of  your 
wealthy  your  profperityi  ypur  independence,  and  your  glory.  In 
pledging  ourfelvcs  to  withdand  thcfo  haughty  pretcnfions,  and  to 
defend  the  bleflfings  we  enjoy,  we  have  not  a^ed  lightly.  In  ex* 
preffing  our  determination  to  fupport  the  honour  and  the  interefl  of 
the  country  at  every  hazard,  we  fpoke  equally  the  di<flates  of  fober 
feflediony  and  the  language  of  indignant  feeling  ;  our  judgement  was 
in  concord  with  our  ardour^  we  declared  ourfelvcs  ready  ta  meet 
0)c  difficulty  in  its  fulleft  extent,  and  prepared  to  fupport  our  refo- 
lotion  at  every  extremity.  I  wi(h  to  be  underftood,  therefore,  that 
it  is  upon  thcfe  principles  that  the  plan  which  I  am  now  about  to 
explain  is  founded.  I  know  that  it  is  upon  thcfe  principles  that 
parliament  and  the  Nation  have  pledged  themfelves  toa£t.  By  thek 
principles,  apd  thefe  only,  tlfe  meafures  which  are  to  be  fubmitted  to 
jour  confideration  have  been  framed,  and  it  is  upon  thefe  princii^es 
chat  Aeir  propriety  ought  to  be  judged. 

Before  I  proceed  to  enter  more  laigely  into  the  principles  of  the 
plan  which  it  is  njy  intention  to  propofe,  I  (hall  very  briefly  take  a 
view  of  the  amount  of  the  expence  for  which  it  will  be  acceflary  to 
provide.  Thefe  I  (hall  (late  under  the  ufual  heads,  avoiding,  in 
fhe  prefent  (lage  of  the  bufincfs,  all  minute  details,  and  confidcring 
only  the  amount  of  the  fupplies  which  will  be  required.  I  (hall 
begin,  then,  with  the  fums  that  will  be  necelTary  for  the  fervice  of 
the  navy.  The  Committee  will  recolle£l,  that  there  has  already 
been  voted  for  this  branch,  the  fum  of  12,539,0001.  It  will 
likcwife  be  recoUedled,  that  the  eAimates  of  the  prefent  year  have 
been  made  out  in  a  new  form,  intended  with  greater  cone6^nef$ 
than  formerly,  to  prefent  a  full  view  of  all  the  expence  that  would 
be  nece(rary.  Inftead  of  the  former  allowance  of  4I.  per  month, 
which  was  found  to  be  inadequate,  the  full  expence  has  been  taken 
into  view.  Even  in  their  prefent  (hape  the  cftimates  are  not  to  be 
confickftd  as  (b  accurate  as  to  exclude  the  po(fibility  of  any  excefs. 
AU  that  can  be  (aid  is,  that  they  are  now  more  likely  than  at  any 
fisrmer  period;  to  include  the  whole  of  the  expence  which  this  branch 
ftf  the  ftrvice  may  demand.     The  amonni  voted,  then,  for  this 
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article  is  12,539,000!.  It  is  unneceflTary  here  to  (jpecify  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  this  branch ;  all  that  is  requilite  is,  to  point  out  the 
ivhole  of  the  cKpence  which  we  are  called  upon  to  devife  ntcaTura 
to  fupply.  Befides  this  fum,  there  will  be  a  fiim  of  navjr  debt, 
owing  to  the  excefs  of  laft  year  above  the  eftiniate^  amounting  to 
three  millions.  This,  however,  will,  form  no  part  of  the  expence 
for  which  it  will  now  be  rcqulfite  to  make  a  ca(h  provilion.  It  inll 
only  be  requiflte  to  provide  a  fum  equal  to  the  interefl ;  and  in  the 
preient  (late  of  the  funds,  that  provilion  cannot  be  oalculated  at  IdCs 
than  250,0001.  By  a  regulation  adopted  lad  year  to  prevent  the 
depreciation  of  Navy  and  Exchequer  bills,  by  providing  that  ths 
period  of  payment  (hould  never  be  very  diftant  from  their  date, 
there  will  be  on  their  monthly  iffue  of  500,000!.  a  floating  debt 
of  1,500,0001.  to  be  funded,  arifing  out  of  the  excefs  of  the  efti- 
mates  for  the  year  1787.  There  will  likewiib  be  a  (imilar  fiim  of 
Ty5oo,oool.  falling  due  in  the  year  1799  ;  but  ibr  thefe  no  ca(b 
provifion  will  be  ncceifary,  nor  are  they  included  in  the  fuppltes  to 
be  raifed.  The  ft4m  of  12,539,0001.  is  all  that  enters  infip  the 
account  of  the  fupplies  under  this  branch  for  the  enfuing  year. 

The  expence  for  the  Army,  excepting  only  barracks  and  extraor- 
dinaries,  has  likewife  been  voted.  What  the  amount  of  the  extra- 
ordinaries  'will  be,  it  is  impoflible  to  afcertain  ;  but  fo  far  as  can  be 
colle6ied  from  the  bills  already  drawn,  this  article  may  be  taken  at 
four  millions,  beiides  the  vote  of  credit,  making  an  excefs  of  about 
1,300,0001.  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  judging  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  demands  of  this 
branch  of  fcrvice  for  the  year  1 798,  it  wijl  be  feen  that  there  is  no 
profpedt  of  increafe  at  home  ;  that  the  iituation  of  the  war  abroad 
promifes  to  admit  ofii  diminution  ;  and  that,  from  the  general  ftate 
of  affairs,  many  of  the  caufes  which  contributed  to  fwell  the  Extra- 
ordinaries  of  the  army  ceafe  to  operate.  The  account  of  the  Extra- 
ordinaries,  then,  may  betaken  at  2,500,060!.  The  diai^ge  on 
the  head  of  Barracks  may  be  eftimatcd  at  400,0001.  The  expence 
of  Guards  and  Garrifons,  and  the  general  articles  included  under 
this  head,  has  already  been  voted,  amounting  to  io,ii2,oool. 
The  Ordnance  may  be  taken  at  i,3ox>,oool. ;  and  the  various 
articles  of  Mifcellaneous  Service  may  be  rated  at  673,000!. 
There  remain  only  two  articles  to  be  noticed,  thefum  of  2oo,oool. 
appropriated  for  the  redu6tion  of  the  National  Debt,  and  about 
68o,oooL  arifing  from  deficiencies  of  grants.  From  the  wlx>le, 
then,  the  Committee  will  fee,  that  the  fum  now  to  be  provided  for 
amounts  to  about  twenty-five  millions  and  a  half.  Suppofing  Ac 
(latements  under  the  head  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  he  corvoSt,  thcf 


Nov.  24.}  DEBATES.     -  ayi 

expenoe  on  thefe  branches  will  be  reduced  to  the  extent  of  two  miU 
lions  and  a  half;  and,  including  the  redudioti  on  the  head  of  Ex:^ 
traordinaries,  the  Caving  upon  the  whole  will  amount  to  the  (utti 
of  6^7oo»oooL 

Notwithftanding  this  diminution,  howeveri  there  dill  remains 
the  fum  of  25  millions  and  a  half  to  be  provided  for,  as  the  fuppties 
of  the  enfuing  year.  Before  I  proceed  to  explain  the  general  plan 
propofed  for  covering  this  expehce»  I  (hall  (late  the  ufual  article 
which  compofe  part  of  the  annual  Ways  and  Means.  Thefe  ara 
the  growing  produce  of  the  confolidated  fund,  and  the  land  and 
malt.  The  former  I  (hall  take,  along  with  the  profit  on  the  lot- 
tery, at  fo  very  fmall  a  fum  as  700,0001.  making  with  the  land 
and  ipalt  the  fum  of  three  millions  and  a  half.  There  (liil  remains^ 
however,  the  fum  of  twenty-two  millions  to  be  fupplicd  by  fomc 
other  means.  The  mode  by  which  this  fum  is  to  be  raifed,  forms 
the  great  obje£l  of  confideration.  The  rcduflion  upon  the  head  of 
naval  and  military  eftablUhment  does,  indeed,  amount  to  a  very  con- 
fiderable  faving.  l^he  Committee  will  fee  with  fatisfadion  that  their 
expences  admit  of  diminution  below  what  was  nece(rary  in  fome 
former  periods  of  the  war.  Pleafing  as  this  circumftance  certainly 
is,  I  will  not  difguife,  however,  that  after  the  fums  which  have  al- 
ready been  added  to  the  national  debt,  after  the  burdens  which  have 
already  been  impofed,  to  raife  fo  large  a  fum  as  twenty-two  millions, 
is  no  light  matter.  But  the  difficulty  is  to  be  examined  with  a 
firm  determination  to  exert  every  effort  which  the  magnitude  of  the 
occafioli  demands,  with  a  firm  determination  to  produce  the  means 
by  which  the  (Iruggle  is  to.  be  fupported  with  vigour  and  with 
cffcAf  fo  long  as  thefe  continue  to  be  the  only  courfe  by  which  wc 
can  maintain  our  national  honour,  and  fecure  our  national  fafety. 
After  this  decided  refolution,  to  render  thefe  fupplies  cflFcdtive,  the 
next  point  to  be  confidered  is  the  mode  by  which  the  expcnce  is  to 
be  defrayed  without  danger  to  the  fources  of  our  profperity,  and 
without  inconvenience  to  thofe  who  may  be  called  upon  to  con- 
tribute. 

Before  I  enter  into  the  (htement  of  that  plan  by  which  it  is  pro- 
pofed to  meet  a  confiderable  part  of  this  expence  in  a  manner  rather 
new  in  our  ;nore  recent  financial  operations,  I  (hall  mention  one  of 
the  intended  fupplies  which,  under  the  re(lri£{ion  with  which  it  will 
be  guarded,  I  am  difpofed  to  think  will  be  viewed  as  altogether  uo- 
exceptionable.  After  what  I  have  heard  from  fome  gentlemen  on  for^ 
met  difcuffions,  I  cannot  expedi  that  the  meafure  to  which  I  allude 
will  encounter  no  oppofition,  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that  thougtr 
not  imivcrial^  the  approbatioa  which  it  will  receive  will  be  verj 
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general.  This  meafurc,  however,  is  confiderably  different  fmni 
that  which  fome  gentlemeii  conceive.  I  propofe  that  towards  the 
fuppltes  the  Bank  (h^l  make  an  advance  to  Government.  The 
fum  which  it  is  in  dontemplation  thus  to  raife  is  neither  very  large 
in  itfelf,  nor  will  it  be  made  in  fuch  a  (hape  as  to  deprive  the  Bank 
of  the  certainty  of  re- payment  within  a  (hort  period,  if  it  (hall  be 
conlidered  expedient  to  take  off  the  reftriAion  on  payment  in  cafli. 
That  under  all  the  circumftances  of  our  prefcnt  fituatbn  that  rc- 
ftric^ion  is  neceffary  {  cannot  entertain  a  doubt.  I  confefs  that 
while  the  war  continues  in  its  prefent  (hape  it  is  my  decided  opi- 
nion that  It  would  he  unwifc  to  difcontinue  that  reftriSion.  If, 
however>  any  unforefcen  events  of  the  war^  or  if  the  return  of 
peace  (hould  fuperfede  that  neccffity,  the  advances  which  ft  is  prou 
pofed  (hould  be  made  by  the  Bank  are  to  be  upon  fuch  conditions 
as  (hall  render  them  available  for  the  payment  of  their  debt.  If 
fuch  a  meafure  (hould  meet  with  the  approbation  of  Parliament  the 
Bank  will  confent  to  make  the  advance.  If  it  is  clear  then  that  in 
the  prefent  (ituation  of  affairs  the  renriSion  is  prudent,  if  under  the 
conditions  Intended  to  be  (tipulated  with  regard  to  the  manner  of  re- 
payment this  advance  will  be  attended  with  advantage  to  the  pob- 
lie  fervice  without  any  detriment  to  the  Bank,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
difcover  why  we  (hould  decline  an  accommodation  which,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  the  country,  would  prove  fo  material  a  re- 
lief. The  fum  of  three  millions  then  the  Bank  will  agree  to  ad- 
vance on  Exchequer  bills,  to  be  repaid  at  a  (hort  period,  capable  of 
being  prolonged  if  nothing  occur  to  render  that  extenfron  inexpe- 
dient, but  fl:ill  claimable  by  the  Bank  if  any  change  in  their  afiair» 
fiiall  render  it  neccffary. 

There  now  remains  to  be  fupplied  the  fum  of  1 9  millions.  Ac- 
cording to  the  received  fyftem  of  our  financial  operations  the  natural 
and  ordinary  mode  of  providing  this  fum  would  be  by  a  loan.  I 
know,  that  notwithitanding  the  magnitude  of  the  debt  already  accu- 
mulated, refburces  are  ftill  left  for  fupplying  the  public  fervice  by 
this  means.  I  admit  the  funding  fyftem,  which  has  been  fo  long 
the  eftablifhed  mode  of  fupplying  the  public  wants,  though  I  cannot 
but  regret  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  carried,  is  not  yet  ex- 
haufted.  If  we  look,  however,  at  the  general  diffufion  of  wealth, 
and  the  great  accumulation  of  capital;  above  all,  if  we  confider 
the  hopes  which  the  entmy  have  conceived  of  wearying  us  out  by 
the  embarraiTments  of  the  funding  fyftem,  we  (hall  find  that  the 
true  mode  of  preparing  ourfelves  to  maintain  the  ecmteft  with  effcd 
and  fuccefs,  is  ta  reduce  the  advantages  which  the  funding  fyftem  is 
calculated  toafiurd  within  due  liiiiits,  smd  to> prevent  the  deprecia- 


Nov.  24.]  DEBATES.  273 

tion  of  our  national  fecurities.  We  ought  to  confidcr  how  far  the 
cfibrts  wc  (hall  exert  to  prefcrvc  the  bleflings  yrc  enjoy  will  enable 
us  to  tranfmit  the  inheritance  to  pofterity  unincumbered  with  thofe 
burdens  which  would  cripple  their  vigour,  which  would  prevent 
them  from  aflerting  that  rank  in  the  fcale  of  nations  which  their  an- 
ceflors  fo  long  and  fo  glorioufly  maintained.  It  is  in  this  point  of 
view  that  the  fubjcft  ought  to  be  confidered.  Whatever  objeflions 
might  have  been  fairly  urged  againft  the  funding  fyf^em  in  its  ori«  . 
gin,  no  man  can  fuppofe  that  after  the  form  and  fhape  which  it  has 
given  to  our  financial  affairs,  after  the  heavy  burdens  which  it  has 
left  behind  it,  we  can  now  recur  to  the  notion  of  raifing  in  one  year 
the  whole  of  the  fupplies  which  a  fcale  of  cxpence  fo  extenfivc  as 
ours  muft  require.  If  fuch  a  plan  is  evidently  impraflicable,  fomc 
medium,  however,  may  be  found  to  draw  as  much  advantage  from 
the  funding  fyflem,  as  it  is  fit,  conliflently  with  a  due  regard  fbt 
pofterity,  to  employ,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  obviate  the  evils  with 
which  its  excefs  would  be  attended^  We  fiill  may  devife  fome 
expedient  by  which  we  may  contribute  to  the  defence  of  our  own 
caufe,  and  to  the  fupply  of  our  own  exigencies,  by  which  we  may 
reduce  within  equitable  limits  the  accommodation  of  the  funding 
fyftem,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  that  quick  redemption  which  will 
prevent  the  dangerous  confequences  of  an  overgrown  accumulation  of 
our  public  debt. 

Such  are  the  advantages  which  the  plan  I  am  about  to  propofe 
endeavours  to  combine.  To  guard  againd  the  accumulation  of 
the  funded  debt,  and  to  contribute  that  (hare  to  the  fnpport  of  the 
firoggle  in  which  we  are  engaged,  which  our  ability  will  permit 
without  inconvenience  to  thofe  who  are  called  upon  to  contribute, 
appears  eflfentialiy  neceflfary.  The  great  objedt  of  fuch  a  pra61ical 
fcheme  mud  be  to  allot  fairly  and  equally  to  ev9ry  clafs  that  portion 
which  each  ought  to  bear.  As  I  have  already  dated  then,  it  is  my 
intention  to  propofe,  not  for  your  immediate  decifion,  but  for  your 
mature  deliberation,  the  plan  of  raifing  by  a  general  tax  within  the 
year,  the  fum  of  feven  millions.  I  am  aware  that  this  fum  does 
far  exceed  any  thing  which  has  been  raifed  at  any  former  period  at 
(me  time,  but  I  trull  I  have  dated  fufficient  reafons  to  (hew  that  it 
k  a  wife  and  neeeflary  meafure.  I  am  fure  that  whatever  tempo- 
rary facrifices  it  may  be  necedary  to  make,  the  Committee  will 
feel  that  they  can  bed  provide  for  the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  the  drug- 
gie by  (bowing  that  they  are  determined  to  be  guided  by  no  perfonal 
confiderations,  that  while  they  defend  the  prefent  blefTmgs  they  en« 
joy,  diey  arc  not  regardlefs  of  poderity.  If  the  facrifices  required 
be  confidered  in  this  view  ;  if  they  be  taken  in  reference  to  the  ob« 
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je£b  for  which  we  contend,  and  the  evils  which  we  are  labouring  to 
averty  great  as  they  may  be  compared  with  former  exertions,  they 
rou(^  appear  very  light  in  the  balance. 

.  It  Will  be  obferved  that  there  will  be  1 2  millions  out  of  the  1 8 
QUI  to  be  provided  for  in  the  way  of  loan.  At  preCent  I  ftate  this 
circumftance  merely  in  the  curfory  review  I  have  taken  of  the 
^hole  fupplies.  In  what  manner  it  will  be  done  muft  depend 
upon  the  views  which  the  prc^refs  of  affairs  may  afterwards  fug- 
geft.  Certain  parts  of  this  fum  would  probably  be  raifcd  on  (Af- 
ferent terms.  Whatever  part  of  it  might  be  covered  by  the  produce 
of  the  linking  fund  may  be  borrowed  as  permanent  debt,  providing 
for  its  redemption  on  the  fame  terms  with  the  other  permanent 
debt ;  other  parts  again  may  be  borrowed  upon  a  much  earlier 
fcheme  of  redemption.  But  to  proceed  to  the  mode  by  which  it  is 
propofed  to  raife  this  fum  of  feven  millions : 

It  has  been  underftood  for  a  conGderable  time  that  a  great   in- 
creafe  of  the  Aflefled  Taxes  was  in  agitation.     I  (hall  Hate  the 
xeafons  why  this  branch  of  the  revenue  has  been  chofen  as  beft  cal- 
ctilated  to  combine  the  advantages  which  I  have  already  explained 
as  defirable  in  the  intended  plan.     The  objedts  to  be  attained  in 
the  mode  of  executing  this  fcheme  are  threefold.     One  great  point 
is,  that  the  plan  (hould  be  difFiifed  as  exteniively  as  poflible ;  that 
it  (hould  be  regulated  as  fairly  and  equally  as  polTiblCy  without  the 
necefTity  of  fuch  an  invefiigation  of  property  as  the  cuftoms>  the 
iQannerSy  and  the  purfuits  of  the  people  would  render  odious  and 
vexatious.     That  it  (hould  exclude  thofe  who  are  lead  able  to  con- 
tribute or  furni(h  means  of  relief  to  thofe  whofe  (ituation  moft  en- 
titles them  to  favour  and  exemption  :  thnt  it  (hould  di(tingui(h  the 
gradation  of  claffes  ;  that  it  (hould  admit  of  thofe  abatements  which> 
in  particular  inRanccs,  it  might  be  prudent  to  make  in  the  portion 
of  thofe  who  might  be  liable  under  its  general  principles.      lam 
aware  that  no  mcafure  can  be  devifed  adequately  to  provide  (or  all 
thefe  objects  in  all  their  details  and  in  every  particular  inibmce. 
*  No  fcheme  can  be  pradically  carried  into  execution,  in  any  finan- 
cial arrangement,   much  more  in  fuch  a  one  as  the  prefenti  with 
fuch  pcrfe6l  difpofitions  as  to  giiard  againd  every  polTible  inconve- 
nience, and  to  render  every  individual  application  unexceptionable. 
Thcfe  general  principles  however,  muft  be  kept  in  view  in  every 
pradical  plan,  and  the  great  queftion  in  difcuflfion  will  be,  whether 
any  means  of  opportioning  the  extent  of  the  contribution  can  be 
found  better  calculated  to  preferye  them  entire  than  the  provifions 
which  I  propofe  contains.     It  will  at  once  occur  that  the  taxes, 
known  by  the  name  of  AiTeflfed,  include  to  many  objeds  differeot 
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in  their  nature,  fo  many  objcds  in  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  foclcty  of 
real  neceflity,  fo  many  of  optional  ufc  and  of  luxury,  fo  diverfified 
by  modes,  by  the  ftate  of  families,  that  in  general  nothing  can  af- 
ford a  better  teft  of  expenditure  than  the  way  in  which  thefe  taxes 
arc  combined.     One  great  objeftion,  that  the  pcwr  who  contribute 
to  the  Affeffed  Taxes,  yet  may  be  entitled  to  be  exempted  from 
fach  a  contribution  as  the  prefent,  will  thus  be  obviated  in  a  ftriking 
manner.     Thofe  who  contribute  to  the  Affeffed  Taxes  compofe  a 
number  of  about  7  or  800,000  houfckeepcrs  and  mafters  of  fa- 
milies, including  a  population  of  nearly  four  millions,  on  whom  the 
film  will  be  raifed.     Who  then  are<<hofe  who  will  be  entitled  to 
exemption  ?    Thofe  who  already  dre  not  included  at  all,  on  account 
of  their  poverty,  or  thofe  who,  for  the  fame  reafon,  are  difcharged 
from  payment.      Whether  this  defcription  includes  the  artificers 
and  labourers  who  have  a  fair  claim  to  exemption,  there  is  at  leaft 
reafon  to  believe  from  the  bcft  information  that  can  be  collefted, 
500,000  houfekeepers  and  mafters  of  families,  covering  a  popula- 
tion of  between  two  and  three  millions,  are  fo  comprehended.   Such 
is  the  extent  of  the  total  exemption.     The  next  obje6l  then  is,  to 
confider  the  effeft  of  the  contribution  upon  thofc  claffes  on  which  it 
would  be  raifed.  The  Affeffed  Taxes,  fo  far  as  can  be  afccrtained, 
inrK)untto  a  fum  of  about  2,700,0001.     Thisfum  as  colle<^ed  is 
levied  upon  about  7  or  800,000  houfekeepers,  of  whom  it  is  afccr- 
tained  that   400,000   do  not  contribute   more  than  150,000!. 
This,  indeed,  is  a  little  increafed  by  the  late  additions,  but  in  a 
very  fmall  proportion,  as  thefe  additions  chiefly  affc6t  thofe  who  be- 
long to  the  fuperior  claffes.     The  propofed  additional  affeffment 
then,  upon  the  whole  contributors,  would  amount,  on  the  whole 
fam  of  the  Affeffed  Taxes,  to  fomething  lefs  than  a  treble  contri- 
bution.     Why  it  will  be  fomething  lefs  than  treble,  which  would 
be  about  eight  millions,  will  be  explained  in  the  fequel.     When 
we  fee  that  400,000  houfeholders  contribute  only  150,000!.  we 
ihall  fee  how  fmall  a  part  of  the  additional  (hare  will  fall  upon  thofe 
who  are  moft  entitled  to  mitigation.      In  this  extenfive  apportion- 
ment too,  we  (hall  difcover  the  modifications  which  it  may  be  ne- 
ccffary  to  make,  and  the  means  to  adapt  it  to  the  ability  of  the  con- 
tributors.    The  Affeffed  Taxes  obvioufly  divide  themfelves  into 
two  claffes.     Thofe   which  in  a  great   meafure  applied  to    inha- 
bited houfes,  confifted  of  three  duties,  that  which  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Old  Duty,  the  Window  Duty,  and  the  Commutation 
Duty,  (irft  impofed  laft  war,  and  regulated  in  1788  j  and  of  the 
<^'  ffercnt   per  cents,  fince  impoftd,   which  may  amount  to  about 
i  4Go,oaol.  out  of  two  millions  and  a  half.     In  this  both  the 
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high  and  the  low  claflfes  were  includcdy  but  among  the   latter 
4oOyOOO  contributed  only  150,000].     The  other  confifts  of  op* 
tional  confumptions  and  luxury — the  duty  on  fervants,  carriages, 
horfes  for  pleafure,  and  that  clafs  of  horfes  employed  in  agricultare, 
the  proprietors  of  whom,  ,in  the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  country,  one  of 
the  moft  opulent  claflfes  which  it  contains,  could  not  be  injured  by 
fuch  an  addition  to  the  moderate  rate  which  is  now  paid.      It  will 
readily  occur  that  where   there  are  houfcs  which  do  not  contribute 
for  the  optional,  or  clafs  of  luxury,  there  the  inhabitant  muft  be  bcft 
entitled  to  favour  and  mitigation.     On  thefe,  then,  the  burden  will 
fail  much  more  li^tly  than  on  thofe,  fuch  as   we  ourfelves,  atid 
thofe   who  contribute   to  both   divifions  of  the  AflfeiTed  Taxes. 
There  is  another  dlAind^ion  likewife  which  will  increafe  the  facility 
of  applying  the  relief  which  may  be  found  proper  to  bcltow.     The 
Houfe  Tax  in  the  metropolis  and  other  great  towns,  is  more  felt  by 
the  inferior  clalTes  than  it  is  felt  by  the  fame  clafs  in  the  country. 
Perfons  in  the  fame  circumftances  of  life,  who  in  the  country  pay 
only  perhaps  2I.  in  towns  may  pay  3  or  4.  times  that  amount.     It 
is  the  advantage  of  this  plan  then,  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of 
the  Committee  to  make  the  contribution  bear  upon  thofe  who  are 
bed  able  tO  pay,  and  diminifh  the  burden  of  thofe  who  are  beft  en- 
titled to  relief.     It  forms  another  chara6leri(lic  acjvantage  of  the 
plan,  that  the  relief  which  it  may  be  expedient  to  give  to  the  poor, 
will  not  materially  afFeft  the  produdlivenefs  of  the  tax.      There  is 
reafon  to  believe,  from  the  beft  eftimate  that  can  be  formed,  that  not 
more  than  3  or  4oo,oool.  is  raifed  in  all  the  metropolis.     ThU 
includes,  indeed,  all  who  are  entitled  to  relief,  but  it  likewife  in- 
cludes all  thofe  who  are  beft  able  to  pay.      If  great  cities  and  popu- 
lous towns  contain  a  great  number  who,  from  their  poverty,  have 
a  claim  to  exemption,  they  contain  likewife  a  great  proportion  of  the 
opulent  clafs,  who  will  be  able  to  contribute  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  fupply  what  it  would  be  unfair  to  exaft  from  the  inferior  clafs. 
Thus  the  two  claflfes  together  w*ill  fupply  what  is  required  without 
oppreflion  to  the  poor,  or  defalcation  of  the  tax.      In  this  manner, 
following  the  gradations  of  ability,  as  they  are  clearly  pointed  out 
by  the  profits  of  voluntary  or  luxurious  contribution,  and  the  clainis 
to  relief,  as  they  arc  afcertained  by  the  nature  of  the  taxes  which 
individuals  already  pay,  the  full  atnount  will  be  fairly^  ooUedied,  and 
the  burden  juftly  dlftributed.     In  this  way  the  firft  clafs  of  contri- 
bution will,  on  the  whole,  double  the  amount  of  what  is  already 
paid,  though  in  fome  cafes  it  may  be  m«re  than  double,  in  others 
confidcrably  Icfs.     In  this  way   29800,000!.  may  be  obtained- 
Upon  that  clafs  which  comprehends  the  taxes  on  Servants^  Fleafure 
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Horfes,  CarriagrSy  &c.  it  is  propofed  to  treble  the  afleiTment.  In 
the  higher  cUfles,  where  the  quantity  of  Aflcfled  Taxes  may  be 
confidercd  as  a  fair  criterion  of  opulence,  the  rate  of  contribution 
may  in  fome  cafes  be  an  addition  of  three  and  a  half,  and  even  in 
the  highefl  clafs  of  all,  a  quadruple  of  the  prefcnt  tax. 

On  the  fccond  defcription,  there  may  be  obtained  about 
3,900,0001.  at  the  treble  rate.  Allowing  500,000!.  for  the 
highed  clafs>  the  produce  with  the  2,8oo,oool.  for  the  Brft  clafs, 
makes  more  than  7,0 00,0 ooL  If  it  were  trebled  on  the  whole» 
the  produce  would  be  more  than  8,000,000!.  ;  but  it  will. now  be 
fufEcielttly  underftood,  that,  from  the  modifications  which  it  will  be 
expedient  to  introduce,  in  many  cafes,  inOead  of  double  there  will 
not  be  one  rate,  in  fome  not  one  half  rate,  and  others  ftill  lefs,  to 
be  exacted.  Thus,  from  the  treble  allotment,  there  will  be  nearly 
one  million  to  be  divided  in  modification  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of 
thofe  whom  it  may  be  wife  to  exempt.  In  this  manner  each  cla& 
wiirmutually  contribute  to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  are  unable  to 
fuftain  an  additional  burden,  and  the  400,000  who  now  pay  fo 
fmall  a  proportion  will  (Continue  to  be  pTote<^ed  from  any  fevere  ex- 
action by  the  extent  which  the  tax  will  receive  from  the  more  opulent 
clafs  of  contributors. 

Thus  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  arrangement  will  allow  fufiicient 
latitude  of  relief  where  relief  lliould  be  given  without  diminiih- 
ing  the  produdtivenefs  of  the  tax.  It  will  allow  any  exemptions  to 
thofe  who  have  no  means,  not  to  thofe  who  are  unwilling  to  contri- 
bute ;  of  the  former  there  may  be  many  in  number,  but  little  in 
amount ;  of  the  latterj  whatever  the  amount  may  be,  I  am  fure 
the  numbers  will  be  few.  I  am  fure  that  there  cannot  be  a  large 
proportion  of  men  in  any  part  of  this  country  who  will  be  unwilling 
to  concur  in  thofe  meafurcs  which  are  felt  fo  ncccflary  for  the  public 
fafcty,  or  who  can  rcfufe  to  contribute  a  part  of  their  property  for 
the  prefervation  of  all  they  poflcfs.  In  fuch  a  caufe  no  man  can  find 
the  extent  of  his  contribution  limited,  but  by  the  extent  of  his 
ability.  In  every  clafs  where  the  means  exceed  the  a6lual  ncccflTity 
——in  every  cafe  where  the  power  of  contribution  exceeds  theabfolute 
demand,  no  man  can  furely  be  fo  unmindful  of  the  duties  lie  ow^s 
to,  his  country,  no  man  can  be  fo  blind  to  the  intereds  he  has  to 
preferve,  as  not  to  feel  that  he  makes  the  mod  frugal  and  generous 
option  in  contributing  to  defend  the  fociety,  of  which  he  forms  a 
component  part,  and  to  maintain  that  Ration  which  he  occupies. 
I  am  aware  that  I  anticipate  the  wifhes  of  every  man  who  hears 
nie,  in  thus  propofing  that  the  extent  of  the  relief  which  the  poor 
will  receive  will  be  defrayed  by  the  rate  of  contributing  varying 
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with  the  property  and  the  (lake  which  men  hold  in  the  country,  by 
attaching  upon  the  fame  clafs  with  ourfelves  the  additional  burdens 
which  the  poverty  of  the  lower  claffcs  will  improve.  In  thus 
affording  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  the  pledge  we  have  given  by 
our  rcadinefs  to  make  the  facrifices  which  it  requires,"  I  feel  that  I 
am  equally  in  unifon  with  the  general  fentiment  of  the  Committee, 
as  with  the  great  principles  of  policy  and  of  juftice.  Speaking  for 
ourfelves,  we  thus  difclaim  every  little  jealoufy  of  the  extent  of  the 
burden  wc  arc  called  upon  to  bear.  We  prove  to  the  world  that 
wc  are  not  limited  by  this  or  that  contribution ;  wc  demonftrate 
that  we  calculate  only  the  magnitude  of  the  occafion,  and  confidcr 
only  whether  the  eHbrt  be  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  demand. 
I  trud  that  the  exertion  will  not  be  deficient,  that  the  contribution 
will  not  be  inadequate  ;  but  if  it  were  found  to  be  below  the  unex- 
ampled greatnefs  of  the  caufe,  I  am  fure  that  the  utmoft  alacrity 
would  be  (hewn  to  fubmit  to  dill  greater  facrifices,  and  to  difplay 
more  vigorous  efforts.  We  have  the  fatisfadtion  of  knowing  that, 
however  heavy  thefe  burdens  might  be,  if  permanent,  yet  as  tempo- 
rary (acrificcs  they  are  light  in  the  fcalc  when  weighed  againft  this 
mighty  crifis  and  extremity  of  defence,  when  compared  with  the  hor- 
rors we  have  to  fliun,  and  the  value  of  the  bleflings  we  have  to  prc- 
fervc.  If  I  am  not  deceived  in  the  inquiries  I  have  made,  the 
grcateft  contribution  will  not  exceed  a  tenth  of  the  income  of  the 
highcft  clafs  of  thofe  by  whom  it  is  paid.  No  man  furely  will  think 
fuch  a  facrifice  too  great  for  fuch  a  caufe  ;  he  cannot  think  advan- 
tages too  dearly  purchafed,  if  the  effefl  of  our  preparation  be  to  dif- 
courage  the  extravagant  pretenfions  of,  the  enemy,  to  diffipate  the 
vain  hopes  they  have  built  on  our  fuppofed  financial  embarraffments, 
to  animate  confidence  at  home,  to  confirm  the  folidity  of  our  power, 
and  to  maintain  the  fources  of  our  profperity. 

Having  thus  explained  the  genefal  nature  of  the  plan  propofed,  I 
mult  not  omit  to  fuggcft  the  precautions  which  will  be  neccffary  to 
prevent  the  contribution  from  being  eluded  on  the  one  hand  by  a  fub- 
fequent  diminution  of  eflablifhment,  and  on  the  other,  to  make  pro- 
vifion  that  a  real  change  of  circumftanccs  may  not  expofe  indivi- 
duals to  an  oppreffive  exaflion.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  in 
order  to  make  the  tax  produdtive,  it  muft  proceed  on  a  paft,  not  on  a 
future  affcffment.  For,  Sir,  every  gentleman  mufl  feel,  that  if  for 
the  period  this  contribution  is  to  be  levied  upon  the  People,  the  (hare 
each  individual  is  to  contribute,  were  to  be  regulated  by  future  Affeff- 
ments,  a  great  part  of  the  benefit,  there  is  now  rcafon  to  expeil  we 
(hall  derive  from  it,  would  be  frittered  away  by  concealment  and 
evafion.    .It  is  therefore  my  purpofc  to  propofe,  that  not  futuro>  but 
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paft  Afleffimcnts  (hall  be  made*  the  bafis  of  the  new  contribution  ;• 
bccauTe  prima  fach^  the  nioft  impartial  evidence  that  can  be  obtained 
of  the  ability  of  each  individual  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of 
thefiate,  is  the  amount  of  his  expenditure  of  income  before  he  ha«' 
any  temptation  to  lower  it,  in  order  to  elude  taxation.  On  the  other 
hand.  Sir,  as  cafes  may  exiilof  feme,  who,  by  accidental  caufes,  are 
rendered  unable  to  fupport  their  prefent  eftabli(hment ;  of  others^ 
who,  having  improvidently  engaged  in  them,  repent  of  their  impru- 
dence and  delirc  to  return  to  a  lituation  better  adapted  to  their  real 
circumnanccs  ;  and  of  others,  who,  though  able  to  pay  their  prefent 
Aflefliments,  can  (hew  themfelves  by  the  proportion  they  bear  to 
their  income,  to  be  unable  to  bear  the  additional  weight  of  the  new 
contributions,  it  is  my  intention,  when  the  whole  fhall  Come  in  de- 
tail before  the  Houfe,  to  propofe  regulations  for  the  relief  of  fuch 
pcrfons,  to  be  digefled  and  modified  in  the  beft  manner  of  which  fo 
complicated  a  fubjed  will  admit.  But,  while  provifions  of  this  kind 
arc  to  be  made  in  favour  of  thofe  upon  whom  the  aflcffment  would 
be  too  feverely  felt,  the  Houfe  will  forcfce  that  it  will  be  impoflible, 
with  any  regard  to  the  great  and  important  objc6^  in  view,  to  fufFer 
the  tax  to  be  evaded  by  thofe  who,  not  deficient  in  ability,  but  want-^ 
ing  in  inclination  to  contribute  to  the  neceffities  of  their  country, 
would  abandon  the  edabliihments  to  which  they  have  been  accuf- 
tomcdj  and  diminiHi  their  expenditure,  in  order  to  avoid  the  tax. 
But  if  it  be  found  that,  in  point  of  fa(ft,  they  (hall  have  refigned 
rheir  cfiabli(hments  from  inability  to  maintain  them  ;  and,  if  they 
follow  up  that  reiignation  with  a  declaration  to  be  prefcribed  for  the 
purpofe,  that  the  increafed  afleiTments  would  amount  to  more  than  a 
certain  proportion,  to  be  regulated  on  a  future  day,  of  their  whole  in* 
come,  then  they  (hall  be  entitled  to  relief.  Sir,  I  am  aware,  that, 
though  the  Houfe  and  the  Nation  will,  with  few  exceptions,  concur 
with  me  in  this,  there  will  not  be  wanting  thofe  who  will  cavil  at 
this  mitigating  provifion,  and  atledge  that  it  will  amount  in  its  ef- 
fefls  to  a  compulfory  difclofure  of  property  \  but  the  Houfe  will  im- 
mediately fee  that  it  falls  (hort  of  that,  and  will  view- it  in  its  true 
afpe<9  ;  that  is  to  fay,  as  a  provifion  intended  to  qualify,  to  miti- 
gate, or  to  prevent  any  feverity  or  injury  that  may  arife  to  indivi- 
duals from  the  difficulty,  or  rather  the  utter  impradlicability  of 
drawing  a  precife  line  of  demarcation  between  thofe  who,  on  ac-' 
couitt  of  the  property  they  pofTefs  are  bound,  and  thofe  who,  from 
inferior  circunaftances,  are  unable  to  contribute  to  a  fupply  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  State :  no  man  can  fay  that  fuch  a  provffion,  com- 
ing with  die  effeds  of  relief,  is  a  hardfhip,  and  I  am  fure  no  man 
caa  fa?  that  the  tax  would  be  efficient  without  it.     Thefe,  Sir,  are 


^S#  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

the  outlines  of  the  plan  which  I  mean  to  offer  to  the  oonfideradon 
of  the  Houfe  in  more  minute  detail  upon  a  future  day-  If>  when 
the  whole  has  been  examined^  it  (hall  meet  the  concurrence  of,  and 
be  adopted  by,  the  Houfey  it  will  fee  found  difengaged  from  many 
di0icu1ties,  embarraiTments,  and  expenccs,  that  lie  in  the  nvay  of 
other  modes  of  taxation  ;  for,  Sir,  the  execution  of  it  will  entirely 
depend  upon  law^  now  exiting,  laws  long  in  force,  laws  familiar  to 
thofe  who  will  be  the  obje<Sis  of  its  provifions.  To  enforce  it,  no 
new  power  will  be  delegated,  no  new  office  created,  no  new  cx- 
pcnccs  incurred. 

Sir,.  I  am  aware  that,  in  contemplating  a  fyftcm  of  finance  which 
profciles  to  make  property  the  bs^is  of  its  afleffments,  and  to  be  as 
difTbdvely  as  generally,  and  as  equally  levied  as  circumilances  will 
admit,  an  idea  will  naturally  fugged  itfelf  to  every  one,  as  it  has  to 
myfclf — I  mean  that  affeflfed  taxes,  however  differently  apportioned 
to  the  circumdances  of  different  perfons,  and  however  certainly  they 
may  attach  on  perfons  of  oppolite  defcriptions,  are  often  eluded  by  a 
particular  defcription  of  men  of  large  property ;  you  will  fee  I 
mean  thofe  men  who  poffcfs  large  capitals,  and  who,  by  denying 
^emfclvcs  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  life,  hoard  up  money,  and 
exclude  themfelves  from  affefTment.  How  much  this  applies  to 
the  fubjed)  in  con(idcration  I  will  not  now  difcufs,  fmce  it  certainly 
applies  no  more  to  this  than  to  any  former  mode  of  taxation,  for  I 
know  no  adi  to  make  property  the  fubjcfl  of  taxation,  while  it  is  not 
rendered  conducive  to  the  pleafure  or  convenience,  or  rendered 
vifible  by  the  optional  expenditure  of  the  pcrfon  who  poflcflfes  it.  If 
this  objei^on  has  never  flood  in  the  way  of  taxation  before,  I  am 
at  a  lofs  to  fuppofe  hovi^  it  can  be  made  an  objedion  to  this,  and 
ihall  be  extremely  obliged  to  any  gentleman  who  will  point  out  a 
mode  by  which  property  fo  held  in  hand  can  be  fubjed^ed  to  tax- 
ation  or  affcffrnent.  The  proportion  this  clafs  of  individuals  bears 
to  the  mafs  of  the  taxable  part  of  the  nation,  is  not  fufficiently  great 
to  add  any  weight  to  the  objedion  if  it  were  made  ;  and  I  fubmit  it 
to  the  feelings  and  wifdom  of  the  Committee,  whether,  in  a  cafe  of 
urgency  and  importance  like  the  prcfent,  nine-tenths  of  the  commu- 
nity (hall  rcfufe  to  contribute  to  the  fupport,  \he  prefervation,  the 
exigence  of  the  State,  becaufe  no  means  can  be  found  to  compel  the 
remaining  tenth  to  contribute  alfo.  Undoubtedly  if  it  be  now  neceffary 
to  make  great  contributions  inftead  of  incurring  a  large  mafs  of  new 
debt ;  and  if  that  be  the  bed  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  it  would 
be  greatly  advantageous  to  be  able  to  get  at  fome  mode  of  afTefijng 
all  property  in  all  individuals — and  fo  far  it  is  to  be  lamented  that 
the  defcription  of  people  of  which  I  fpeak  cannoc  be  made  fubjed 
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to  an  afleiTment.     But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  can  flatter  our- 
fclvcs,  as  I  own  I  do,  with  the  hopes  of  being  relieved  fometime 
from  that  ncccffity,  then,  even  though  the  hoards  of  the  penurioiis 
dude  our  fearch,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the  nation  will  receive 
no  profit  from  them  ;  for  on  a  general  plan,  though  utterly  inac- 
tive in  the  expenditure    of   the    pofleilbrs,    they  became  aftive 
in  feme  other  fhape,  or   in  other  hands,   and  always  find  their 
level  in  the  courfe  of  fucccflive  ages  :  fo  that  though  the  fcrutiny  to 
pry  into  wealth  may  for  a  time  be  baffled,  the  effedls  of  thgt  fcrutiny 
never  fail  to  be  produced  by  time.     If,  however,  I  faw  the  means, 
or  could  fuppofe  that  means  might  be  devifed  by  which  fuch  capitals 
could  be  made  produflivc  and  ufcful  to  the  State  in  way  of  Re-. 
venue,  I  doaffure  the  Committee  I  fliould  confidcr  it  an  objcdl  too 
important  at  this  time  to  be  ncgleftcd  ;  though  I  ftill  confidcr  them 
as  making  a  part  of  the  ftrength  of  the  country  upon  the  average 
principles  of  general  Rcfources.  Yet,  Sir,  we  might  flatter  ourfelvcs 
that,  independent  of  that  compulfory  power  which  the  condition  of 
fuch  property  denies  us,  a  due  proportion  of  it  would,  at  leaft  in 
feme  cafes,  be  forthcoming  at  the  felicitation  of  felf-intereft  and  felf- 
dcfcnce;  for  if  this  is  a  time,  as  I  contend  it  is,  when  the  people 
of  this  country  are  called  upon  not  to  contemplate  thcFr  wealth  only 
for  its  enjoyment ;  not  to  indulge  in  prejudices,  or  opinions,  or  in 
doubtful  fpeculations,  but  to  take  meafures  for  the  prefcrvation  of 
their  exigence  now,  and  their  fecuriry  in  future — and  that  for  this 
purpofe  we  are  calling  for  money,  not  to  be  raifed  by  loan  with  in- 
tcrcft,  to  remain  a  heavy  burden  on  thofe  who  arc  to  follow  us,  but 
by  demand  on  capital,  then  ought' the  hoards  of  the  penurious  to  be 
opened  ;  then  fhould  thofe  who,  devoted  to  accumulation  by  igno- 
rance of  enjoyment,  and  early  habits  of  frugality,  have  arifenfrom 
the  lower  rank  and  meancft  employments,  by  rigid  frugality  and  in- 
defatigable.  induftry,  proteiled,    foftcred,   and  encouraged  by  that 
happy  fjrftem  of  government  and  thofe  equal  laws  which  enabled 
them  and  permits  any  man  to  emerge  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of 
focicty,  and  who,   in  contemplating  their  pofleflTions,  can  fcarcely 
have  a  hope  but  that  of  tranfmitting  to  their  pofterity  thofe  bleflTmgs 
and  comforts  they  deny  themfelves  :  then  ought  they,  I  fay,  for  the 
recolleflion  of  the  benefits  they  have  received,  and  for  the  fake  of 
thofe  to  which  they  look  forward,  to  confidcr  themfelves  above  all 
nien  bound  to  come  forward  in  defence  of  that  fyftem  which  aflPorded 
encouragement  to  their  labours,  nurture  to  their  induftry,  vigour  to' 
Acir  purfuits,  and  prote<3ion  to  their  perfons,  their  propert)*,  and 
Aeir  acquifitions ;  then  ought  fuch  men  to  reflect,  if  they  have  the 
means,  that  this  is  the  occafion  on  which  they  fliould  come  forward ; 
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then  opgbt-they^  whp  bavcao  iatereft  fo  great  iiv  the  xountry » to  fee, 
that  though  it  is  tmpra<fticable  to  compel  them,  it  i$  at  lead  necef- 
f^ry  for  them  to  contribute ;  and  that  the  neceflity  of  the  times  U 
the  moft  urgent,  as  well  as  the  bed  of  all  eompulfions  ;  and  come 
£>rward)  not  only  uncompelled,  but  unfolicited,  to  offer  their  contri- 
l^ution.  That  fome  will  have  this  feeling,  and  adit  upon  it,  I  will 
XfiA  <]oubt — that  all  vf\\l  do  fo,  I  am  not  (b  fanguine  as  tp  exped; 
but  though  diey  ftiould  neither  come  fouMjard  voluntarily,  nor  bo 
fubjedt  to  coercion^  that  caa  hardly  be  (tated  as  an  dbje£doD  ta 
the  plan,  unlefs  fomething  more  unexceptionable  can  be  prefented 
in  its  place. 

Then,  Sir,  there  remains  another,  and  a  leading  conGderatioo— 
.  I  have  already  ftated  the  grounds  on  which  I  build  my  plan  bx 
raifing  feven  millions  of  the  nineteen  that  are  neeeiTaiy  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  year.  This  leaves,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  a  fum 
of  twelve  millions  to  be  raifcd  by  Loan — And  here,  a  point,  fcpi- 
xsitc,  indeed,  in  its  nature,  but  not  lefs  important  in  its  cor^- 
quences,  properly  claims  your  attention.  I  have  dated  that  the  fum 
of  (even  millions  to  be  levied  in  a  dircdt  ii^ay  by  increafed  afleff- 
ipcnts,  is  intended  to  make  the  quantum  of  the  ILoan  more  moderate. 
Bur  I  fhsil  now  ftate  another  principle  which  would  lay  the  fecuritfi 
the  credit,  the  efGcient  powers,  and  the  refources  o£  the  country  on 
SI  firm  and  immoveable  foundation-^a  principle  that  will  tend  not 
tp  efFe£l  a  diminution  of  our  burdens  for  the  prefent,  but  to  prevent 
an  accumulation  of  them  for  the  future.  The  Houfc  yiiill  rccolkcl 
that)  by  means  pf  the  Sinking  Fund,  \ye  had  advanced  far  in  the 
r(fdu£iion  of  the  National  Debt  previous  to  the  Loans  necei&rilf 
made  in  the  prefent  v^ar,  and  every  year  was  attended  with  fuch 
f^lutary  Qffc6\s  as  outran  the  moft  fanguine  calculation.  But  haviiig 
dpne.fp,  we  have  yet  far  to  go  as  things  are  circumftanced,  if  the 
redu^ion  of  the  debt  be  con6ned  to  the  operations  of  that  fund,  and 
t^ic  expenccs  of  the  war  continue  to  impede  our  plans  of  ecoootoy: 
tvc  (hall  have  far  to  go  before  the  operation  of  that  fund,  even  uo- 
(^  the  influence  of  Peace,  can  be  expcdled  to  countera^fl  the  cSc&s 
qf  the  war.  Yet  there  ^re  means  by  which,  I,  am  conBdcot,  it 
\yould  be  praSicablc  in  not  many  years  to  rcftore  our  zefources,  and 
put  the  country  in  a  fiate  equal  to  all  exigctKies.  It  is  impoflible, 
Sjir,  but  we  mud  feel  ourfelves  bound  by  duty,  if  we  wanted  the  en- 
cpur^gement  of  fucce^to  proceed  in  the  bufinefs,  and  to  complete 
t|)e  work  which  has  already  ha4  fo  much  fucceOiy  and  even  to  pro- 
vide, if  it  (hall  be  found  expedient  or  neceflfary,  for  nsore  rapidly 
3M:GompUfhing  that  defirable  obje£t.  Not  only.  Sir,  da  I  think 
t^at  the  priqciple  is  wife,  and  tide  a^empt  prabfticahlei  to  provide 
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large  fupplies,  out  of  the  dire6l  taxes  of  die  year ;  but  I  conceive  it 
it  to  be  equally  wife,  and  not  lefs  pradicable,  to  make  provifion  for 
the  amount  of  the  debt  incurred  and  funded  in  the  fame  year ;  and^ 
if  the  neceffity  of  carrying  on  the  war  (hall  entail  upon  us  the  ne- 
cefSty  of  contra6ling  another  debt,  the  principle  I  have  in  view  i$ 
fuch^  that,  with  the  afliftanceof  the  Sinking  Fund  to  co-operate,  we 
(hall  not  owe  more  than  at  the  beginning.  I  cani^pt,  indeed,  take 
upon  me  to  fay,  that  the  war  will  not  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  plan 
of  liquidation ;  but  if  the  means  to  which  I  look  be  adopted,  it 
will  leave  us  at  leafl  flationary— it  will  leave  us  where  we  were ;  and 
befides  the  falutary  influence  it  will  have  upon  our  credit  and  re- 
fouices  at  home,  it  will  produce  the  happy  efk&  of  demonflrating 
to  the  enemy,  that,  whatever  the  nature  of  the  conteft  may  be,  or 
whatever  its  duration,  our  ftrength  is  undimini(hed,  our  refourcet 
unexhaufled,  and  our  general  fituation  unimpaired  ;  that  the  hopes 
they  entertain  of  deflroying  the  country  through  the  medium  of  its 
finance,  are  as  vain  as  their  deiigns  are  wicked  ;  and  that,  whatever 
meafares  they  may  think  proper  to  adopt  agalnft  this  country,  they 
will  find  us  not  at  all  difabled  for  the  conteft.  But,  Sir,  it  is  ne^ 
cefTary  for  me  to  be  more  explicit ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  make 
the  point  appear  as  clear  to  the  Houfe  as  it  now  appears  to  me. 

If  I  muft  borrew  twelve  millions,  four  of  thofe  may  be-  bor« 
rowed  without  making  any  additional  debt ;  for  the  Sinking  Fund 
will  pay  fo  much.  There  then  will  remain  eight  millions,  which 
would  be  an  additional  permanent  capital  if  fuflered  to  be  funded— « 
for  thcfe  eight  millions,  therefore,  I  would  make  a  different  provi- 
fion,  that  is  to  fay,  I  would  propofe  that  the  increafed  Aflefled 
Taxes,  the  plan  of  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the  Houfe,  be 
continued  ttU  the  principal  and  intereft  be  completely  difcharged ; 
fo  that,  after  fevcn  millions  have  been  raifed  for  this  year,  the  fame 
taxes  in  one  year  more,  with  the  additional  aid  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
will  pay  ofl*all  that  principal  and  intermediate  intereft.  My  pro- 
pofition,  therefore,  if  carried  into  efled,  would  not  only  fumifli  z 
current  fupply,  but  quicken  the  redemption  of  the  national  debt, 
without  bearing  harder  on  the  people  than  they  can  conveniently 
bear.  This  would  fpeak  a  language  to  all  Europe  ;  this  would 
fpcak  a  language  to  the  enemy  (hat,  by  cooling  the  ardour  of  their 
cxpeAations,  and  ftiewing  them  the  abfurdity  of  their  deflgns,  will 
af&rd  the  beft  chance  of  fliortening  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  of 
Icflenifsg  the  duration  and  weight  of  our  taxes.  If  you  feel  your- 
ly  vcs  equal  to  this  exertion,  its  eflidis  will  not  be  confined  merely 
to  the  benefits  I  have  ftatcd  in  the  way  of  general  policy,  and  in  a 
f'jcccfsful  determination  of  the  conteft,  but  will  go  farther  i  it  wili 
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^o  to  the  exoneration  of  the  nation  from,  incrcafcd  burdens,  and  to 
the  relief  of  thofc  wlio  are  to  follow  us  from  the  weight  of  the  cx- 
pcnces  of  a  war,  waged  in  defence  of  a  fyftcm  which  we  have  re- 
ceived from  our  pn^enitors  in  truft  to  be  tranfmitted  entire  to  our 
fucceffors,  Unlcfs  you  feel  you  have  a  right  to  expeS,  that  by  Icfs 
exertion  you  will  be  equally  fccurc,  and  indulge  the  fuppofition  that, 
by  flopping  fhort  of  this  effort  you  will  produce  a  fucccfsful  termi- 
nation of  the  war,  you  mud  fet  afide  all  apprehenGons  of  the  pre- 
fent  prelTare,  and  by  vigorous  exertion,  endeavour  to  fecurc  your  fu- 
ture ftability,  the  happy  effcdls  of  which,  I  pledge  myfelf,  will  foon 
be  feen  and  acknowledged  ;  I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  faid  (for  it  has 
often  been  faid}  and  I  agree  to  it,  that  it  would  be  fortunate  if  the 
pradice  of  funding  had  never  been  introduced  ;  and  that  it  is  not 
.terminated  is  much  to  be  lamented;  but  if  we  are  arrived  at  a 
moment  which  requires  a  change  of  fyftem,  it  is  fomc  encourage- 
ment for  us  to  look  forward  to  benefits  which,  on  all  former  occa- 
fions  have  been  unknown,  becaufe  the  means  of  obtaining  them 
were  neglefted. 

If,  Sir,  the  whole  fum  be  provided  for  in  the  manner  I  propofc, 
inftead  of  being  funded,  the  advantages  will  be  greater  thanthofe 
who  have  not  been  at  the  trouble  to  calculate  it  can  fuppofe.  In 
the  mode  I  propofe,  the  whole,  with  the  intcrefl  on  it,  will  amount 
to  no  more  than  fixteen  millions — raife  that  fum,  and  you,  and 
your  poftcf ity  are  completely  exonerated  from  it ;  but  if,  oa  the 
contrary,  you  will  fund,  it  will  entail  an  annual  tribute  of 
150,0001.  for  forty  years,  which  makes  a  difference  of  not  Icfj 
than  for  millions  to  thofe  who  are  to  follow  you.  Thefe  are  the 
principles,  this  is  the  language,  this  the  conduct  fit  for  men  legifla- 
ting  for  a  country,  that  from  its  fituation,  its  conftitution,  and  its 
natural  ftrength,  bears  the  faireft  title  of  any  in  Europe  to  pcrpc- 
tuity.  You  fliould  look  to  diftant  benefits,  and  not  work  in  the 
narrow  circumfcribed  fpherc  of  ftiort-fighted,  felfifti  polidcians. 
You  fhould  put  to  yourfclves  this  quedion,  the  only  one  now  to  be 
confidered  — '*  Shall  wc  facrificc,  or  (hall  we  favc  to  our  poftcrity, 
a  fum  of  between  forty  and  fifty  millions  fterling  ?"  And  above 
all,  you  (hould  confider  the  important  effeS  fuch  firm  and  dignified 
conduft  will  have  in  the  progrefs  and  termination  of  the  prcfcnt 
'  conteft,  which  may,  without  exaggeration,  be  faid  to  involve  every 
thing  dear  to  yourfclves,  and  to  include  in  it  the  fate  of  your 
pofterity. 

The  Houfe  will  now  judge  how  far  I  have  fucceeded  in  finding 
a  criterion  by  which  to  mark  out  the  diftinflions  and  the  proportions 
in  the  taxes  I  have  propofed.     They  will  decide  how  far  I  bave 
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fucceeded  in  accommodating  the  diflferent  rates  of  increafe  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  difierent  clafTes  in  fociety :  they  will  determine 
whether  I  have  given  a  plan  that  affords  fufficient  modifications^ 
and  juit  mitigations  of  the  feverity  of  the  impods.  If  there  be  any 
thing  defedlivCy  I  wi(h  to  fu[^ly  it;  If  there  be  any  thing  erroneous. 
Tarn  deiirous  to  recSlify  ;  if  I  have  exceeded,  I  am  willing  to  re- 
trench :  it  is  a  meafure  of  unprecedented  importance,  and  it  muft 
be  my  anxious  deflre  to  be  corrcdl  in  it.  I  therefore  court  invef- 
tigation— but  I  earneftly  hope  tlierc  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
in  the  Houfeas  to  the  principle  upon  which. the  meafure  is  founded. 
As  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  in  any  man  of  any  party  a  trace  of 
doubt  as  to  the  fufficiency  of  our  refourccs,  I  think  I  have  a  right 
to  afllime  that  there  can  be-no  difference  as  to  our  right  to  employ 
them  ;  at  lead  I  car)  fay  that  I  have  not  heard  a  wordof  any  avowed 
difference  on  Jhat  point  in  any  corner  of  the  country — Attefted  thus^ 
I  have  produced  a  (late  of  refources  unimpaired  even  by  this  walle- 
ful  war— bn  any  other^  account  no  difference  can  pbffibly  arifc  upon 
this  day.  In  the  interval  between  this  and  the  day  on  which  I 
(hall  finally  bring  the  fubjedi  before  you,  I  will  receive  with  atten- 
tion any  obfervatlons  that  gentlemen  may  pleafe  to  fuggeft ;  and  I 
hope  all  will  agree  with  me  that  the  queflion  for  confideration  is  not, 
whether  the  burdens  propofed  are  heavy  or  unprecedented,  hut 
whether  there  is  any  option  left  to  us — whether  they  are  not  dic- 
tated by  unavoidable  necefTity,  and  whether  any  better  adapted  to 
the  circumflanccs  of  the  country  can  be  devifed  to  fupply  their  places? 
Sir,  having  faid  fo  mucli,  I  will  not  follow  it  up  with  particu- 
lars, but  move  a  refolution  conformable  to  the  general  defign  I  have 
laid  before  the  Committee.  And  I  will  pollpone  the  particular 
parts  of  the  plan  to  another  day — the  earliefl  that  circumflahccs 
nil!  allow. 

He  then  moved  the  following  refolution,  which  was  agreed  to  : 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commitjtee,  that  there  (hall  be 
paid  a  duty,  not  exceeding  treble  the  amount  of  the  duties  im- 
pofed  by  feveral  a£ls  of  Parliament  now  in  force,  on  houfes  and 
windows,  and  inhabited  houfes,  by  the  6th,  1 9th,  24th,  and 
'*  37th  Geo.  III.  and  likewife  the  feveral  additional  duties  of  ten 
per  cent,  per  annum,  impofed  thereon  by  feveral  afls  of  Parlia- 
ment, with  certain  exceptions  and  abatements.'* 
Mr.  TIERNEY  declared,  that,  after  having  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  an  auditor  of  a  fpeechof  the  nature  with  that  jud  delivered  by* 
the  right  honourable  gentleman,  he  could  never  again  face  his  con- 
Hituents  with  confidence,  if  by  remaining  (ilent  he  gave  it  any  fort 
of  countenance.     The  whole  plan  of  the  right  honourable  gentle 
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iBsin's  piocteding  ivas  fuch  as  the  records  of  that  Houfe  could  not 
furntflt  a  fimilar  precedent ;  it  was  that  of  a  man  determined,  at  all 
events,  to  raifp  money,  while  he  could  fcarcely  teU  how ;  of  a  manr 
who  only  (hewed  his  determination  to  opprefs,  by  adding  burdens  on 
the  Country  which  they  were  Ml  able  to  bear.  One  thing  he  muft 
congratulate  himfelf,  the  Houfe,  and  the  Country  upon  was,  the  de* 
lelidipn  of  that  percmptbry  tone  whidi  had  ufually  accompanied  his 
fiatements  of  the  whole  Supplies  required  for  the  year.  He  truded 
he  was  now  feniible  of  his  former,  inaccuracies.  He  had  ftated  in 
the  former  fcffion,  that  the  new  fourcerof  Supply  he  then  propofed 
would  not  only  make  up  for  former  deficiencies,  but  would  amply 
meet  the  expcnccs  of  the  current  year ;  and  yet  the  Navy  Bills  had 
increafcd  the  calculation  one  million  and  a  half!  he  had  propofed 
fiye  millions  for  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Navy,  and  yet,  with  this 
sum  voted,  which  he  confidered  as  a  moft  ample  fupply,  it  now  ap- 
appeared  he  had  formed  erroneous  calculations  to  the  amount  of 
three  millions,  together  with  four  millions  five  hundred  diouland 
pounds — no  inconliderable  fum. 

With  refpeA  to  the  Extraordinaries  of  the  Army,  he  apprehended 
tho  right  honourable  gentleman  would,  in  like  manner,  find  himfelf 
mifiaken.  But  on  that  fubje£^,  as  the  account  was  not  yet  made 
up,  no  opinion  could  be  oflSrred.  The  fum  wanted  for  the  year  was 
ftated  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  amount  to  twenty>five 
millions  and  a  half,  (how  far  his  ftatcments  were  accurate,  he  would 
not  now  inquire  ;)  but  even  this  fum  he  would  not  vouch  would  be 
fufiicient  unto  the  end  of  the  year.  He  muft  remark^  that  this  was 
the  firft  time,  on  an  occafion  of  this  nature,  when  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  had  forborne  to  ring  changes  on  the  profperous  ftate 
of  the  revenue.  To  find  the  revenue  of  the  country  in  a  profperous 
fituatioui  he  muft  fay,  was  that  which  afforded  him  pleafure  [aery 
c/**  Hear  !  Hear  /*']  He  would  repeat  it,  though  with  fomc  fur- 
prife  that  this  declaration  (hould  excite  this  kind  of  notice  in  the 
Houfe,  that  to  fee  fuch  a  fum  as  fevcnteen  millions  and  a  half 
brought  into  the  Exchequer,  in  06fober  laft,  was  that  which  af- 
forded him  confiderable  fatisfaiS^ion  ;  but  this  by  no  means  proved 
that  there  were  not  feveral  circumftances  which  tended  confiderably 
to  diminifh  this  fource  of  coniblation.  He  found  a  defalcation  to 
a  toniiderable  amount  in  the  fums  calculated  on  the  Wine  Duty, 
and  the  produce  of  feveral  other  taxes,  impofed  in  the  year  1796, 
almoft  ofie  half  of  what  they  were  calculated  to  yield.  He  was 
glad  to  fiiKi  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  taken  the  Con- 
folidated  Fund  and  the  Lottery  only  at  7at>*,oool. ;  he  muft  thank 
him  for  not  exceeding  that  calculation  u{K>n  fhofe  ttrtides,  and  mis- 
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leading  the  Houfe  and  Country  with  vifionaiy  expeAatidns.  '  For* 
merly  he  had  taken  the  furplus  produce  of  the  Confolidated  Fund, 
at  two  millions,  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  even  three  millions  i 
in  all  tbefe  (anguine  calculations  he  had  been  from  year  to  year 
noilenibly  deceived,  and  he  had  at  laft  condefceaded  to  take  it  as  low 
as  7oOyOOol. 

With  regard  to  the  thicemiUions  propofed  to  be  advanced  by  the 
Bank,  he  coniidercd  it  as  a  cnoft  alarming  cifcumfiance)  that  that 
body  (hould  wi(h  the  refiriclions  which  proclaimed  their  bankruptcy 
ihould  be  continued,  exprefsiy  with  a  view  to  financial  operations. 
That  the  Minifter  bad  obtained  the  previous  confcnt  of  the  Bank 
to  the  Loan  which  he  propofed  it  (bould  advance  to  Government, 
he  had  no  doubt*  He  prefymed  that  the  Baidc  was  now  ready  to 
do  what  the  Minifter  wanted,  as  the  Minifter  was  (b  ready  to  com- 
ply with  what  it  requefted.  He  found  the  adual  ftate  of  the  Bank 
was,  that  iince  it  had  ftopped  payment  in  fpecie,  there  had  been  a 
confiderable  increafe  of  the  amount  of  outftanding  paper.  Here, 
Mr«  Tiemey  feid,  he  (bould  be  glad  if  any  Bank  Diredtor'  in  die 
Houfe  would  ftand  up  and  tell  him,  whether  the  Bank  was  (tncerb 
in  its  cemonftrances  to  the  Minifter  ;  and,  if  fo,  on  whsit  gtotindsit 
¥ns  now  ready  to  advance  two  millions  and  a  half  on  the  Land  stnd 
Malt,  and  three  millions  more  on  Exchequer  Bills  ? ,  The  Bank 
had  ftated,  that  its  profperity  arofe,  in  part,  from  the  demands  made 
upon  it  by  Government  being  reduced  ;  and  yet  now,  having,  by 
reducing  the  advances  to  Government,  in  a  degree  reftored  order  to 
their  afBiirs,  they  came  forward  with  a  frefh  advance  to  accommo- 
date the  A^inifter  of  the  day,  and  thereby,  on  their  own  former 
(buement,  to  court  new  hazard,  and  incur  frefh  ri(ks. 

He  wi(hed  to  be  (atisfied  on  what  grounds  the  Bank  refufed  him 
payment  in  fpecie  (which  fpecie  it  had  in  its  coficrs),  whilft,  at  the 
lame  time,  it  increafed  its  advances  to  Government  ?  He  would  be 
content  to  abide  by  the  opinion  of  any  refpedhible  body  of  gdhtle- 
men,  whether  any  thing  had  given  more  caufe  for  alarm,  than  that 
avowed  connection  between  the  Bank  and  Governnient  of  this 
Country,  and  its  financial  operations  ?  This  prefent  meafure  would 
occafion  an  emiftion  of  paper  to  a  coniiderable  increafed  extent ; 
and  he  was  afraid  it  would  have  this  tendency,  that  it  would  be  eX^ 
pe^cd  of  the  Bank  to  advance  flill  more  and  more,  whenever  fu- 
ture demaxids  were  made  upon  it* 

With  r^ard  to  the  meafure  of  railing  (even  millions  towards  the 
Supplyr  by  additional  taxes  within  the  year,  he  was  afraid  it  would 
h^ve  a  veiy  different  cffeSt  ofon  the  enemy  than  what  the  right 
kqnouiaUe  gentleman  had  fuppoied  ^  for  it  would  (erve  to'  (hew 
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them  that  the  Funding  Syftem  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chancd- 
lor  of  the  Exchequeri  at  an  end.  It  was  a  hard  thing  to  fee  the 
fame  man  who  had  brought  the  country  to  the  extremity  of  ruin, 
now  virtually  confeiling  his  inability  to  purfue  former  methods  of 
raifing  the  neceifary  Supplies,  and  crouching,  as  it  were,  to  the  Bank 
to  help  him  out  of  his  difficulties.  This  idea,  the  mcafures  pro- 
pofed  this  evening  threw  out,  not  to  the  Houfe  and  the  Country 
only,  but  to  our  enemies  ;  they  proclaimed  that  they  were  the  re- 
fult  not  of  choice,  but  of  neceflfity.  Should  this  plan  &il,  the 
Country  would  not  be  iA  the  fame  (ituation  it  was  before  it  was 
propoTed :  and  even  with  this  extraordinary  exertion  to  raife  fo 
confiderable  a  part  of  the  current  expences,  he  much  qtieftioned 
whether  the  Minifter  would  be  able  to  procure  the  Loan  that  was 
wanted,  on  any  better  terms.  This  was  the  man  who  now  called 
upon  the  People  of  this  Country  to  facrifice,  not  only  many  of  their 
luxuries,  but  conveniences ;  the  man  who  would  wreft  from  the 
induflrious  their  little  favings — could  he  fay  that  he  had  exerted 
himrdf  to  the  utmoft  to  fave  them  the  neceflity  of  fuch  burdens  ? 
He  would  aflc,  had  not  the  war  been  carried  on  with  the  moft  un- 
exampled profufion  ?  Was  it  not  a  fad,  that  England  never  car- 
ried on  a  war  on  fuch  extraordinary  and  lavifti  terms  as  during  the 
laft  four  or  five  years  I  When  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
wi(hed  to  impofc  frcfli  burdens  on  the  houfcholders,  it  was  obfcr- 
vable  how  cafily  and  anxioufly  he  found  out  their  haunts,  their  abi- 
lities, aad  rcfourccs  ;  what  a  contraft  this  to  the  rclud^ance  which 
he  difcovcrcd  to  let  thefe  houfcholders  come  in  for  a  (hare  in  the 
reprefentation !  The  money  wanted  would  be  raifed,  not  merely 
from  the  people's  fuperfluous  (lores,  but  from  what  was  wanted  to 
fupply  their  real  exigencies.  The  meafure,  he  confidered,  as  pro- 
du(9lve  of  more  harm  than  good.  He  would  afk,  what  was  to  be 
done  the  next  year  of  the  war  ?  For,  with  the  prefent  Adminifha- 
lion,  he  held  it  impofllble  that  this  Country  could  have  peace  ;  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  wanted  (he  requifites  to  bring  about 
peace  ;  he  wanted  the  confidence  and  the  refpcft,  not  only  of 
France,  but  of  Europe.  It  was  impoffible  that  France  could  have 
any  confidence  in  the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  prefent  Cabinet,  com- 
pofed  as  it  was  of  men  avowedly  united  by  no  other  bond  of  union 
than  that  of  hatred  to  the  French  Republic,  and  at  dired  variance 
on  every  other  political  principle ;  a  Cabinet,  which,  if  Peace  was 
unexpectedly  to  arife  from  their  negotiations, >^ould  only  regard  each 
other  with  hatred  and  contempt  for  having  deferted  die  only  profef- 
fions  by  which  they  even  were,  or  even  pretended  to  be  united.  As 
to  rcfpcdJ,  they  could  not  lay  claim  to  it  in  any  Court  of  Eurqpc. 
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What  neutral  power  was  there  we  had  not  attempted  to  bully  ? 
Yet  what  neutral  power  vtis  there,  however  infignificant,  which  had 
noC  fet  our  threats  at  defiance,  and  laughed  at  the  impotence  of  our 
menaces :  of  the  powers  with  which  we  had  allied  ourfelves,  which 
of  them  was  there  which  had  not  betrayed,  or  plundered  us,  or  both 
tqgether.     In  what  Congrefs  could  an  Engli(b  AmbaiTador  fit,  de- 
puted hy  the  prefent  Adminidration,  which  mud  not  prefent  to  him 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  Courts  which  had  either  infulted,  deceived, 
overreached,  or  deferted  his  employers  ?     He  would  again  afk|  if 
he  could  even  agree  to  the  prefent  meafure,  how  would  it  operate  the 
next  year  ?     He  muft  obferve  the  ignorance  difcovered  with  regard 
to  the  time  of  bringing  this  meafure  forward  ;  that  which  (hould 
have  come  firft,  he  puts  laft  ;  that  which,  propofed  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, might  have  looked  like  an  effort  of  our  zeal,  he  has  contrived 
to  make  appear  as  a  confefTion  of  our  weaknefs.     But  this  meafure 
is  to  frighten  our  enemies.     Our  enemies  have  had  too  recent  ex- 
perience of  the  right  honourable  gendeman  to  be  terrified  by  his 
vaunts.     Before  Chri(tmas  lad  he  raifed  eighteen  millions,  (called, 
from  the  mode  in  which  it  was  raifed.  Loyalty.)     This,  the  right 
honourable  gendeman  aflured  the  Houfe,  would  be  quite  fufHcient 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year;  and,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
fubfcribed,  mud  ftrike  terror  into  the  French.    What  was  the  con- 
fequence  i  The  ihew  of  loyalty,  on  which  he  fo  much  relied,  dif- 
appeared  when  the  difcount  came  to   i  o  per  cent. ;  and  before  fix 
months  were  expired,   the  inaccuracy  of  die  right  honourable  gen^ 
tleman's  calculations  were  demondrable  by  the  neceffity  of  a  fecond 
loan  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions  additbnal.     After  fuch  an 
experience  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  can  we  expeS  the 
French  to  be  terrified  by  any  meafure  he  can  propofe  ?    Mr.  Tier- 
ney  thought  this  meafure,  if  brought  forward  at  all,  ought  to  have 
been  propofed  earlier  in  the  war,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a  mod  extra- 
ordinary proceeding  that,  after  exhauding  the  country  year  after 
year,  it  was  now  called  on  to  (hew  its  vigour )  and  every  finew 
having  been  weakened,  to  proceed  to  a  trial  of  drength.     To  do. 
this  now,  could  be  donfidered  as  no  proof  of  our  zeal,  but  rather 
amounted  to  a  dlrcA  avowal,  thatallour  ufual  refourccs  were  ex* 
haufted.     He  (hould  deprecate  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  going  forth 
to  the  public  in  general,  and  to  the  conditucnts  in  particular,  at 
meeting  with' the  unanimity  of  his  Houfe.     Many  of  his  condim- 
,€nts  might  in  that  cafe  judly  a(k  him,  **  Why  were  you  filem  when 
the  Minider  was  in   your  prefence  bringing  forward  his  unex<t 
ampled  refourccs,  and  obliging  us  to  give  up  our  little  comforts  ?** 
He  would  repeat  it ;  the  connection  between  the  Paper  Money  and 
Wou  IV.  P  p 
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the  Bank  appeared  to  be  taken  from  the  bad  meafures  of  French 
Finance ;  and  thus  the  right  honourable  gentleman  put  the  enemy 
upon  viewing  this  country  in  a  light  not  to  be  miftakcn  :  they 
knew  the  confequenccs  of  purfuing  fomc  of  their  own  financial 
meafures,  and  they  will  recognize,  in  the  fteps  now  purfuing  by  the 
Britiih  Financier,  what  brought  them  to  the  brink  of  ruin. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  in  reply,  faid,  that,  upon  the  whole, 
he  had  heard  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpecch  with  confiderable 
fati&fadtion  ;  for,  knowing  his  ingenuity  and  firm  determination  to 
throw  every  obftacle  in  the  way,  and  comparing  them  with  the 
fpeciesof  objeflion  he  had  juft  heard,  he  was  led  to  draw  fomc  fa- 
vourable omen  of  the  opinion  of  that  Houfe,  the  Coui)try,  and  even 
the  honourable  gentleman's  conftituents.  Some  parts  of  that  ho- 
nourable  gentleman's  fpeech  appeared  to  have  little  or  no  conne6Hon 
with  the  meafur^  now  propofed,  and  other  parts  were  merely  col- 
lateral. He  had  begun  with  complaining  of  the  great  excefs  which 
had  taken  place,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  debt  provided  for. 
With  regard  to  the  Navy  Debt,  Mr.  Pitt  faid,  he  had  ftated  that 
there  would  be  an  <exccfs  of  that  debt  at  the  end  of  1797,  half  of 
^which  he  propofed  to  fund,  and  make  provifion  for  the  intcrcft.  He 
therefore  denicdthe  charge  of  his  having  ftated  laft  feffion  that  there 
would. h.c  no  excefs  of  NavyDebt ;  for  on  every  flatemcnt  of  the 
fubjeA  of  Su]p{iKi«,  he  had  always  ftated,  that  in  the  nature  of  fuch 
cxtenfive  tranfadtions,  a  predfe  eftimateof  expcnce  was  impoflible; 
but  he  averred,  that  there  never  was  a  more  prccifc  ftatement  dian 
what  was  given  in  laft  feffion,  although  fome  excefs  was  unavoid- 
able. The  honourable  gentleman,  when  ftating  the  excefs  of  the 
Navy  Debt,  had  not  ad^ed  fairly — he  fhould  have  compared  it  with 
the  whole  aggregate  of  expcnces,  nor  have  omitted  to  ftate  the  whole 
produce  of  the  taxes.  The  honourable  gentleman  agreed,  indeed, 
with  him  as  to  the  refult,  but  qu^irifelled  with  him  becaufe  he  had 
not  entered  into  a  comparntive  ftate  of  the  Revenue.  It  was  ob- 
fervable  that  the  hotiourable  gentleman,  at  the  fame  time  he  com- 
plained of  him  for  withholding  his  ftatement,  ftated  the  fadt,  and 
acknowledged  that  he  found  out  that  the  Revenue  was  very  flourUh- 
ing ;  but,  after  indulging  this  momentary  happinefs,  (at  which  he 
thinks  it  ftrangc  that  the  Houfe  fliould  feem  furprifed,)  a  gloom 
almoft  immediately  fuccecded  ;  and  the  reafon  for  this  appeared ; 
for,  had  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  ftated  the  flourifliing  ftate  of  the  Fi^iances, 
the  honourable  gentleman  ftood  prepared  with  ^  long  fpeech  in  refu- 
tation, as  was  obvLbus  from  his  e;ntering  into  various  ftatements  of 
the  Revenue  in  former  years,  from  which  he  drew  bad  prefagcs  of 
years  totrome.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  relied  on  accounts 
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which  had  mi  fled  him  ;  thofe  on  the  table  would  have  -informed 
him,  that  the  Revenue  was  fully  adequate  to  the  calculations  which. 
had  been  made  by  the  Committee  Uft  year,  and  which  held  forth 
hopes  confolatory  to  the  Country  ;  for  though  there  had  been  a  de- 
falcation in  the  cftimated  duties  on  Wine  and  Scotch  Spirits,  yet. 
neither  of  thcfe  affefled  the  profperity  of  the  Couptry,  as  to  the 
bulk  of  the  Revenue ;  nor  could  he  allow  that  even  thefe  articles 
had  failed,  but  he  ftill  thought'  them  capable  of  improvement. 

The  next  fubjedl  on  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  chofen 
to  expatiate  was,  the  allcdged  impropriety  of  advances  made  by  the 
Bank  to  Government.      Here  he  had  got  into  another  ftrain  of  elo- 
quence, which  was  as  novel  as  that  which  the  Houfe  had  juft  liAcned 
to  on  the  fubje<Ei  of  the  profperity  of  the  Country.     The  honourable 
gentlennan  had  entered  into  an  invefllve  againft  French  meafures  of 
finance;  he  had,  in  the  firft  inftance,   filled  his  imagination  with 
the  idea  that  fomc  meafure  was  to  lie  brought  forward  for  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe  fimilar  in  effcft  to  the  French  aflTtgnats,  the 
Cfdules  Hypothecatres,  or  fome  other  of  their  modes  of  raifing  money. 
But  he  would  alk,  what  (imilarity  was  there  between  the  limited 
and  volantary  advances  of  the  Bank,  to  an  amount  which  would  be  ^ 
flinnly  repaid,  and  the  depreciated  millions  and  milliards  of  the 
trench  Government  ?     The  honourable  gcntlemari  wa6'very  angry 
vfirh  the  connexion  between  the  Bank  and  Government ;  but  what 
new  connexion  was  this  ?      He  had  propofcd,  with  the  confent  of 
Parliament,   to  apply  to  the   Bank  for  a  voluntary  Loan  on  their 
psrts  of  three   millions,  a  fum   which,  when  advanced,  was  left 
than  at  any  former  period  that  Company  had  ever  been  acciiftomed 
to  advance.      This  conne(9ion  he  reprefcnrcd  as  fo  extraordinary, 
that  he  ^as   doubtful  whether  it  was  moft  proper  to  make  it  the 
f'jHjciS  of  complaint^  or  of  invc<Sive.     Mr.  Ticrncy  had,  he  con- 
t'ivcJ,  difcovered  tl^  fecret  and  the  true  rcafon  of  the  fufpcnfion 
of  the  payments  of  the  Bank  ;  and  thcfc  were,  their  having  contri- 
buted to  Government,  and  the  inconfiderablc  iffue  of  paper  to  which 
thh  meafure  was  compared  to  the  fyftcm  of  Allignats.     He  (Mr. 
Fitt)  would,  however,  put  a  cafe  ;  he  would  fappofe  that  the  three 
millions  which  he  noW  pro[)ored  to  borrow  of  the  Bank  were  not  ad- 
vanccd ;  he  would  then  call  upon   any  merchant  or  commercial 
n)^n  in  the  citv  of  London  to  fay,  whether  the  difference  of  this  fum 
was  fo  great  as  to  make  it  proper  to  take  oiF  the  rcftiidions  \      He 
was  confident  that  the  anfwer  wojjld  be^  that-  it  was  not ;  and  if  it 
Wis  not,  then  it  would  not,  htf  truftcd,  be  argued,  that  the  advances 
(«  Guvemment  were  the  caufc  .of  the  contindaCion.of  ihcrcltwc-^ 
tion.     He  would .a(i^9  too^  if  the  hour  of  {leicd  was  dxncviwhcthor 
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it  would  not  be  poflible  to  pay  this  fum  fo  fpeedily,  as  to  enable  the 
Bank  immediately  to  refume  its  payments.  Would  the  honounbk 
gentleman  by,  that  the  reftri£Hons  had  operated  as  any  evil  to  the 
Bank  or  to  the  Public  ?  So  far  from  this  being  the  cafe»  he  would 
afferty  that  the  meafure,  as  it  had  been  conduifted,  had  been  attendeii 
with  great  convenience  to  the  Public — and  if  he  did  not  repeat  the 
words  of  an  honourable  gentleman  who  had  faid,  that  it  had  beeo 
the  (alvation  oif  the  Country,  he  would  not  fcruple  to  ftatc  it  as  an 
accommodation.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  aflert,  tliat 
notes  iflued  on  fbcurities  of  a  (hort  date,  and  which  notes  rctunxd 
in  the  courfe  of  negotiation  to  the  Bank  to  be  cancelled,  iveuld  he 
a(&rt  that  three  millions  fo  iiTued  would  add  very  confideraUy  to  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation  i  The  honourable  gendeman  had 
at  length,  however,  come  to  fpeak  on  what  was  certainly  the  nuS 
material  queftion  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  that  night,  the 
sneafure  by  which  it  was  propofed  to  raife  feven  millions  of  the  Sup- 
ply required.  On  this  fubjed^,  (hould  the  honourable  gentleman  be 
lilent,  his  conftituents,  he  faid,  would  afk  of  him  where  be  fs 
when  fuch  a  meafure  was  propofed  ?  [Mr.  Tierney  interrupted  Mr. 
Pitt  by  obferving,  that  he  liad  faid  his  conftituents  would  a(k  wheit 
his  tongue  was  on  that  occalion.]  Mr.  Pitt  continued  ;  he  (aid  t 
was  not  very  material  which,  as  he  (hould  fuppofe  where  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was,  theje  his  tongue  was  alfo.  Mr.  Tiemer 
had  dated  that  his  not  having  propofed  to  take  the  fcnfe  of  the 
Houfe  on  his  fcheme  as  foon  as  he  had  brought  it  forward,  fuppoie^i 
on  his  part  a  miftruft  of  it.  For  his  own  part  he  had  heard  k 
often  contended,  perhaps  not  very  juftly,  that  a  degree  of  difpatch 
in  profecutinga  meafure  aigued  a  miftruft  of  the  propriety  of  it;  ^ 
would  not,  however,  admit  that  a  delay,  which  afforded  the  honour* 
able  gentleman  the  opportunity  of  coming  prepared  to  fpeak  on  that, 
as  well  as  on  any  fubjedl  foreign  to  the  qucftion,  implied  an  appfc- 
henfion  of  the  merits  of  the  plan  thus  -fubmitted  for  difcuffioti. 
This  objcdion  to  delay  had  been  followed  by  an  obfervation  vhkii 
appeared  to  fumifh  an  anfwer,  that  the  meafure  was  new  andunprt- 
cedented  :  for  this  very  reafon,  then,  it  appeared  proper  to  delaTi^ 
confideration.  All  thefe  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
were  the  outworks  of  a  propofed  attack  againft  a  plan  which  di^ 
in  his  imagination. 

The  next  objection  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to  the  pcr- 
Ibn  who  had  propofed  the  meafure  ;  this  the  Houfe  would  readily  fe 
was  not  at  all  conneSed  with  the  merits  of  the  qucftion.  It  (kc^ 
have  formed  the  {uh}c£k  of  a  diftindl  addrefj^  at  fome  otfwr  linJ^i 
when  fonie  other  peribn  f]iould  be  propofed  to  fill  the  fituation  whk^ 
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he  hdd.  But  the  reafon  which  was  afligned  to  fupport  this  wa$» 
that  the  expenditure  had  been  fo  large.  He  could  not|  however, 
admit  that  it  was  at  all  to  the  purpofe,  whether  he  was  the  fit  per- 
fon  to  propofe  the  meafure  ;  it  was  only  to  be  inquired  whether  the 
meafure  was  fit  to  be  propofed  :  but  before  he  proceeded  to  the 
^effion  as  far  as  it  related  perfonally  to  himfelf,  on  which  he  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  meet  him,  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  compare  the 
expenditure  which  was  made  the  fubjeA  of  this  complaint  with  the 
fervices  which  had  been  performed  for  it,  with  the  exertions  which 
had  been  made»  and  with  the  expcnces  of  the  enemy ;  upon  this 
comparifon  alone  could  a  judgement  be  formed.  Another,  and  not 
a  lefs  fhange  reafon,  which  had  been  urged  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, why  he  could  not  vote  in  favour  of  the  propofed  meafure 
was,  becaufe  he  and  his  colleagues  could  not  procure  a  peace.  To 
this  the  fame  anfwer  applied,  that  it  was  a  good  reafon  why  an  ad« 
drefs  (hould  be  moved,  but  it  formed  no  reafon  againi^  adopting 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  Country  ;  the  mode  of  argument  on 
the  objeAion  was  not  lefs  extraordinary  than  the  objedion  it- 
felf.  Why  wer6  his  colleagues  not  equal  to  concluding  a  peace  1 
Becaufe  they  had  not  ihe  confidence  of  the  ^wmy— becaufe  they  did 
not  enter  into  the  views  of  the  enemy — becaufe  they  did  not 
fpread  their  fydems — becaufe  they  did  not  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  their  Revolutionary  meafures,  in  preference  to  the  Con- 
Aitution  of  England.  If  the  only  claim  to  the  fupport  of  th^  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  was,  to  deferve 
the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  if  it  was  neceflary  to  admire  the 
French  Revolution,  which  had  been  the  root  of  all  the  evife  of  the 
prefent  contcft,  if  it  was  neceifary  to  have  afferted  the  juftice  of  the 
enemy's  caufe,  if  the  exertions  of  the  war  were  to  be  entruftcd  to 
thofe  who  had,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  thwarted  its 
profecution,  then,  indeed,  he  was  glad  that  he  had  not  the  vote  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  favour.  It  had  alfo  been  objedted 
Co  him,  tha;  he  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  On  this  fubje«Sl  he  could  not 
exprefs  himfelf  better  than  by  ufing  Mr.  Tierney's  own  words.  He 
had  complained  that  thefe  powers  had  deferted  us,  had  deceived  us, 
had  failed  in  the  payment  of  every  debt  due  to  us,  and,  after  all 
this,  they  had  loft  confidence  In  usv  Why?  Becaufe  the  Englifh 
Government  had  uniformly  performed  every  one  of  its  engagements 
towards  its  allies,  and  had  met  with  no  reciprocity  of  performance 
on  their  part.  If  fuch  were  the  claims  to  confidence,  neither  he 
nor  his  colleagues  could  hope  for  the  confidence  of  the  enemies  of 
Gteat  Britain,  nor  that  of  Europe,  nor  that  of  the  honourable  gen- 
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it  would  not  be  poflible  to  pay  this  fum  fo  fpeedily,  as  to  enable  the 
Bank  immediately  to  refume  its  payments.  Would  the  honourable 
gentleman  fay,  that  the  reftri£Kons  had  operated  as  any  evil  to  the 
Bank  or  to  the  Public  ?  So  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  he  would 
aiTert,  that  the  meafure,  as  it  had  been  condu^fted,  had  been  attended 
with  great  convenience  to  the  Public — and  if  he  did  not  repeat  the 
words  of  an  honourable  gentleman  who  had  faid,  that  it  had  been 
the  (alvation  oJF  the  Country,  he  would  not  fcruple  to  (bte  it  as  an 
accommodation.  Would  the  honourable  gentleman  aflfert,  that 
notes  iflued  on  fbcurittes  of  a  Ihort  date,  and  which  notes  returned 
in  the  courfe  of  negotiation  to  the  Bank  to  be  cancelled,  would  he 
ztkn  that  three  millions  fo  iflued  would  add  very  confiderably  to  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  circulation  i  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
at  length,  however,  come  to  fpeak  on  what  was  certainly  the  mod 
material  queftion  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  that  night,  the 
sneafure  by  which  it  was  propofed  to  raife  feven  millions  of  the  Sup- 
ply required.  On  this  fubjc£^,  (hould  the  honourable  gentleman  be 
filent,  his  conftituents,  he  faid,  would  afk  of  him  where  he  was 
when  fuch  a  meafure  was  propofed  ?  [Mr.  Tierncy  interrupted  Mr. 
Pitt  by  obferving,  that  he  liad  faid  his  conftituents  would  a(k  where 
his  tongue  was  on  that  occaiion.]  Mr.  Pitt  continued  ;  he  faid  it 
was  not  very  material  which,  as  he  (hould  fuppofe  where  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  was,  the;'e  his  tongue  was  alfo.  Mr.  Tierncy 
had  dated  that  his  not  having  propofed  to  take  the  fcnfe  of  the 
Houfe  on  his  fcheme  as  foon  as  he  had  brought  it  forward,  fuppofed 
on  his  part  a  miftruil  of  it.  For  his  own  part  he  had  heard  it 
often  contended,  perhaps  not  very  juftly,  that  a  degree  of  difpatch 
in  profecuting  a  meafure  aigued  a  midruft  of  the  propriety  of  it ;  he 
would  not, 'however,  admit  that  a  delay,  which  afibrded  the  honour^ 
able  gentleman  the  opportunity  of  coming  prepared  to  fpeak  on  that, 
as  well  as  on  any  fubjedl  foreign  to  the  quedion,  implied  an  appre- 
henfion  of  the  merits  of  the  plan  thus  -fubmitted  for  difcdlion. 
This  objefiion  to  delay  had  been  followed  by  an  obfervation  which 
appeared  to  fumi(h  an  anfwer,  that  the  meafure  was  new  and  unpre- 
cedented :  for  this  very  reafon,  then,  it  appeared  proper  to  delay  its 
confideration.  All  thefe  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentleman 
were  the  outworks  of  a  propofed  attack  againft  a  plan  which  cxifted 
in  his  imagination. 

The  next  objection  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  to  the  pcr- 
(bn  who  had  propofed  the  meafure  ;  this  the  Houfe  would  readily  fee 
was  not  at  all  connedled  with  the  merits  of  the  quedion.  It  (hoold 
have  formed  the  fubjed  of  a  didtndt  addreij^  at  fome  other  time, 
wlien  fonie  other  perfon  f]iould  be  propofed  to  fill  the  fituatioQ  which 
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he  hdd.  But  the  reafon  which  was  afligned  to  fupport  this  waSp 
that  the  expenditure  had  been  fo  large.  He  could  notj  however, 
admit  that  it  was  at  all  to  the  purpofe,  whether  he  was  the  fit  per- 
fon  to  propofe  the  mcafure  ;  it  was  only  to  be  inquired  whether  the 
meafure  was  fit  to  be  propofed  :  but  before  he  proceeded  to  the 
quedion  as  far  as  it  related  perfonally  to  himfelf,  on  which  he  was 
at  all  times  ready  to  meet  him,  he  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  compare  the 
expenditure  which  was  made  the  fubje<St  of  this  complaint  with  the 
fervices  which  had  been  performed  for  it,  with  the  exertions  which 
had  been  made^  and  with  the  expcnces  of  the  enemy ;  upon  this 
comparifon  alone  could  a  judgement  be  formed.  Another,  and  not 
a  lefs  ftrange  reafon,  which  had  been  urged  by  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, why  he  could  not  vote  in  favour  of  the  propofed  meafure 
was,  becaufe  he  and  his  colleagues  could  not  procure  a  peace.  To 
this  the  fame  anfwer  applied,  that  it  was  a  good  reafon  why  an  ad- 
drefs  (hould  be  moved,  but  it  formed  no  reafon  againi^  adopting 
meafures  for  the  fafety  of  the  Country  ;  the  mode  of  ai^ument  on 
the  objedion  was  not  lefs  extraordinary  than  the  objedion  it- 
felf.  Why  were  his  colleagues  not  equal  to  concluding  a  peace  ? 
Becaufe  they  had  not  ihe  confidence  of  the  ^wmy— becaufe  they  did 
not  enter  into  the  views  of  the  enemy — becaufe  they  did  not 
fpread  their  fydems — becaufe  they  did  not  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  their  Revolutionary  meafures,  in  preference  to  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  England.  If  the  only  claim  to  the  fupport  of  th^  ho- 
nourable gentleman  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  was,  to  deferve 
the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  if  it  was  neccffary  to  admire  the 
French  Revolution,  which  had  been  the  root  of  all  theevjfsof  the 
prefent  contcft,  if  it  was  neccflary  to  have  aflerted  the  juilice  of  the 
enemy's  caufe,  if  the  exertions  of  the  war  were  to  be  entrufted  to 
thofe  who  had,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  thwarted  its 
profecution,  then,  indeed,  he  was  glad  that  he  had  not  the  vote  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  in  his  favour.  It  hadalfo  been  objedted 
to  him,  that  he  had  not  the  confidence  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe,  the  allies  of  Great  Britain.  On  this  fubje«^  he  could  not 
exprefs  himfelf  better  than  by  ufing  Mr.  Tierney's  own  words.  He 
had  complained  that  thefe  powers  had  deferted  us,  had  deceived  us, 
had  failed  in  the  payment  of  every  debt  due  to  us,  and,  after  all 
this,  they  had  loft  confidence  in  us*  Why?  Becaufe  the  Englifli 
Government  had  uniformly  performed  every  one  of  its  engagements 
towards  its  allies,  and  had  met  with  no  reciprocity  of  performance  ; 
on  their  part.  If  fuch  were  the  claims  to  confidence,  neither  he  \ 
nor  his  colleagues  could  hope  for  the  confidence  of  the  enemies  oJF  i 
Gteat  Britain,  nor  that  of  Europe,  nor  that  of  (he  honourable  gen-   j 
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ttcnian.  On  the  great  point,  ho«vevery  whkh  was  the  fqbjeA  df 
this  oight'fi  debate*  he  had  heard  nothing  new.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  not  contended  that  a  lefs  fiipply  was  neccffary ;  on 
the  comrary,  he  even  argued  that  a  greater  fum  would  be  required'; 
he  bad  not  propofed  a  better  mode  of  providing  (or  the  cxpences  of 
the  year  ;  he  did  not  approve  of  a  Loan  ;  for  the  fcheme  now  be- 
fore the  Houie,  there  was  no  part  which  he  fo  much  reprobated  at 
that  which  propofed  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  by  advances  from  the 
JBank  ;  he  had  not  (hewn  a  more  equitable  nor  a  more  fair  mode  of 
apportioning  the  burden  ;  but  he  had  maintained  that  the  exertion 
which  it  was  now  propofed  to  make,  (hould  have  been  made  fooner; 
that  the  time  for  extraordinary  exertion  (hould  have  been  when  we 
were  at  eafe,  when  no  neceflfity  appeared  for  extraordinary  reibures. 

According  to  the  honourable  gentleman*  it  had  been  dated*  that 
the  meafare  would  frighten  our  enemies  ;  and*  according  to  the 
lame  authority^  it  was  not  once  nor  twice  that  this  hid  been  dated* 
jthad  beed  often  repeated.  He  would*  however*  defy  any  One  who 
had  attended  to  the  debates  which  had  taken  place  in  that  Houfe^ 
fo  date,  that  either  he*  or  any  of  the  gentlemen  in  ofEce  with  him^ 
had  ever  £ud  that  the  mcafures  which  they  brought  forward  wert 
fudi  aa  to  put  an  end  to  the  war*  though  they  might  entertain  anxious 
hopes  on  the  fubjed.  Had  he  (aid  fo  to-day  r  No.  All  that  he 
had  faid  was*  that  no  langiKige  was  fo  likely  to  zffc€t  them  as  that 
which  he  had  called  on  the  Houfe  to  ufe.  And  though  he  could  not 
be  confident  that  this  language  would  produce  the  cflFed  he  wifhed* 
the  Houfe  had  the  fatisfadiion  of  knowing  that  it  was  that  which 
would  be  moft  likely  to  prpduce  a  fortunate  ilTue  to  the  war. 

The  next  argument  of  t^e  honourable  gentleman  ifi*as*  that  we 
fliould  (hew  France  that  we  ^ere  at  the  end  of  our  refources.  The 
honourable  gentleman,  had  he  been  folicitous  upon  this  head*  might 
have  fpared  the  half  hour  which  he  had  employed  to  (hew  that  the 
country  was  in  a  hq>elefs  (ituation.  He  bad  contended  that  he 
never  avowed  that  we  were  at  the  end  of  the  funding  fydem,  when* 
jn  h&y  part  of  the  propofed  plan  was*  to  prolong*  by  hufbanding 
that  reiburce.  He  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  not  faid  a  word  that  could  lead 
to.fuch  a  conclufion*  as  that  we  were  at  the  end  of  it ;  fo  far  from 
ity  he  faw great  refources  from  the  funding  fydem.  The  growing 
Sinking  Fund  was  not  only  adequate  to  the  payment  of  an  extraor* 
dinary  fum*  but  it  had  produced  this  efFe£l,  that  in  prOportiorr  as  the 
4ebt  bad  increafcd*  the  number  of  dockholders  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  had  confiderably  increafed  during  the  lad  two  years ;  tiie 
funded  pioperty  of  the  country  had  been  more  generally  difFufi$d  ia 
fi^ch  ar  proportion,  that  the  number  ^f  ftoekhoUers  in  tl^t  timt 
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amounted  to  near  one-third,  or  at  leaft  one-feurth  of  the  whok  that 
exited  before  that  time.  Such  was  the  flourifiiing  fituation  of  the 
funding  fyftem  ;  and  his  objeft  in  not  adding  to  the  burden  of  it; 
was  an  anxiety  not  to  prefs  with  too  grievous  a  weight,  but  take  ef- 
fe<^al  means  to  prevent  its  being  exhaufted. 

The  laft  axgument  of  the  honourable  gentleman  againft  the  mea^- 
fure  was,  how  the  money  pmpofed  to  be  raifed  by  it  was  to  be  paid*. 
This  tax,  he  fays,  is  propofed  to  be  paid  out  of  capital,  and  not  out 
of  income.  This  objetSlion  would,  indeed,  apply  to  every  tax.  Bur, 
iays  the  honourable  gentleman,  this  arifes  wholly  out  of  capital,  and 
wholly  out  of  capital  which  is  produ6tive  of  profit.  Is  not  evciy 
tax  a  tax  upon  capital  ?  and  when  does  a  tax  arife  out  of  tdk 
hoards  ?  The  evil  of  war  is,  that  it  occupies  capital,  which  in 
peace  would  be  more  produ<5>ively  employed.  That  in  the  prcfcnt 
Hate  of  the  country  no  capital  can  be  unprofitably  employed,  niay  be 
judged  from  the  (late  of  the  agriculture,  the  improvements,  and  the 
annual  exertions,  and  of  the  produdltve  exertions,  which  were  ne>- 
vcr  fo  great  as  ^t  prefcnt. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  replied  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
With  whatever  preparation  I  may  have  come  to  this  Houfe  to^mght; 
I  think  I  may  have  credit  for  not  having  come  prepared  againft  a 
feries  of  mifreprefcntation,  in  which  the  right  honourable  gentlemmi 
has  chofen  to  indulge  himfclf.  The  events  of  this  night  have 
iheWn,  that  either  he  or  myfelf  came  in  a  (late  of  preparation  to  the 
Houfe  upon  this  occafion  :  who  has  prepared  himfelf  moil  againft 
poflible  events,  let  the  Committee  judge.  Much  of  what  he*  has 
(aid  docs  not  apply  to  me.  He  appears  to  have  got  by  heart  a  ftt 
of  fine  flourilhing  fentences  to  chaAifc  any  body  who  (hould  doubt 
Ac  excellence  of  his  plan.  This  ftrange  rant  was  meant  for  fome- 
body,  not  for  me  moft  certainly  ;  for  in  my  life  I  never  uttered  a 
fcntcncc  in  this  Houfe  for  or  againft  the  fyftcm  or  principles  of  the 
French.  He  muft.  therefore  have  meant  what  he  faid  upon  that 
iubjed  againft  fomebody  elfe.  He  has  taken  much  pains  to  prove 
that  what  I  faid  againft  the  produflivenefs  of  the  Revenue  was  ill- 
founded.  Jl  neter  faid  a  word  upon  that  neither,  and  therefore  that 
part  of  his  flourrfli  muft  have  been  intended  for  fotnebody  elfc. 
What'I  ftid  upon  thefubjcft  was  this — unlefs  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  could  ihew  that  this  impoft  could  be  had  out  of  the  opu-* 
lence  and  fuperfluous  wealth  of  the  country,  it  muft  be  taken  from 
the  capital  of  fome  perfons  whofc  capital  employs  t.hc  artificer  or* 
laboorer  in  the  country,  and  confequently  he  muftdimini(h  the  pro- 
daflive  powers  of  the  country.  Not  one  fyllable  came  from-  him 
tipm-Ae  nattttcof  what  he  had  faid  upon  that  fubjcaj  andto  whirh 
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be  pretended  his  obfervations  to  be  confidercd  as  anfwers*  With 
refpefi  to  what  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  concerning 
the  confidence  of  the  encmyy  I  can  only  obfcrve,  that  he  kindled 
into  a  blaze  without  having  had  any  fuel  from  me  \  away  he  went 
with  his  grand  flourifli  to  (hew  that  he  never  had  the  confiderKre  of 
his  enemies.  I  never  faid  lie  had.  I  may  claim  credit  for  not 
being  fo  very  (illy  as  to  fay  fo.  I  never  did  fay  fo.  What  I  (aid 
was  this :  that  the  enemy,  knowing  he  a£led  with  a  Cabinet,  one 
half  of  which  was  hoftile  to  him  in  general  principles  of  policy,  and 
agreeing  with  him  in  nothing  but  hatred  to  the  French  Revolution, 
could  never  have  any  confideilce  in  him  with  r^rd  to  his  profeflTed 
pacific  intentions.  Why  (hould  he  attempt  to  faAen  upon  me  an 
cxpreflSon  fo  contrary  to  common  fenfe  \  I  faid  that  he  was  not 
refpe£led  in  any  Court  in  Europe  as  a  Minifter.  He  gives  me  a 
di(rertation  on  the  laughter  of  his  friends  who  fit  around  him— that 
he  calls  an  anfwer.  He  fays,  I  ought  to  have  paufed  before  I  faid 
we  have  come  to  the  end  of  our  refources.  There  was  no  occafion 
for  any  fuch  paufe,  for  I  never  faid  we  were  come  to  the  end  xji  our 
refburces,  nor  any  thing  like  it ;  I  faid,  on  the  contrary,  you  have 
great  refburces,  and  I  faid  I  was  glad  to  fee  it.  I  faid,  I  thought 
that  this  plan  would  fbew  that  yovi  could  fund  no  more—that  your 
funding  fydem  appeared,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Minifter,  to  be  at  an 
end.  I  faid  alfo,  and  I  fay  again,  that  I  do  not  think  your  fund- 
ing fyftem  is  at  an  end  ;  but  that  funding  is  better  than  this  plan. 
I  faid,  that  he  was  not  a  proper  perfon  to  bring  forward  this  mca- 
fuze,  and  why^?  Becaufe  I  knew,  that  as  he  had  already  deceived 
us  in  all  his  promifes,  the  public  could  not  confide  in  him  in  anj 
new  promife  he  (hould  make.  He  has  made  many  promifes.  Has 
he  kept  any  of  them  ?  If  he  has  not,  Is  there  any  impropriety  in  my 
(^ying,  that  he  is  not  now  to  be  trufted  ?  He  then  comes  to  the 
fubjed  of  the  Bank.  He  a(ks,  whether  I  have  any  evidence  that 
connexion  with  Government  is  the  caufe  of  their  non-payment  ? 
Tp  which  I  anfwer,  they  themfelves  have  faid  fo.  They  ftate» 
that  one  of  the  caufes,  at  leaft,  of  their  not  being  able  to  pay  cafh,  is 
owing  to  their  advances  to  Government.  This  wa^  in  the  (irft  in- 
(lance  the  cafe  \  it  is  otherwife  now  I  admit :  but  then  I  would  a(k 
any  man,  whether,  if  they  are  to  advance  three  millions  more,  they 
may  not  be  in  danger  of  being  again  in  the  fame  fituation  ?  Upon 
this  fubje^  I  feel  a  good  deal  \  and  if  the  Minifter  is  not  too  fond 
of  his  own  judgement,  I  will  refer  him  to  a  book  that  is  worthy  (^ 
his  attention-^!  mean  the  work  of  Monfieur  De  Calonne.  I  do 
not  defire  him  to  read  all  that  is  written  in  France  upon  the  fubjefiy 
but  I  will  venture  to  recommend  that  work  to  his  perulal.     It  was 
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written  upon  the  fubjedl  of  a  National  Bank,  and  for  the  Information 
(;t  the  late  King  of  France.  That  author  fays,  amongd  many  excel- 
lent things,  that  there  ought  to  be  eftablifhed  in  Fran/oe,  a  Bank  like 
the  Bank  of  England  ;  and  to  render  it  an  excellent  Bank,  His  Ma- 
jdiy  was  advifed  to  take  care  that  it  (hould  have  no  conneflion  with 
the  Government.  The  want  of  following  that  advice  led  the  way 
to  the  deftrui^ion  of  the  French  finances.  I  have  no  reafon  to 
rcira<3  what  I  faid  with  refpedt  to  the  produdivenefs  of  the  revenue 
in  1796  and  1797.  I  fed  the  fame  confidence  as  to  what  I  faid 
i:pon  the  navy.  The  laft  thing  I  have  to  fay  is,  that  if  the  Minif- 
ter  wiflies  to  make  another  attack  upon  any  man  whoQi  he  is  dif- 
pofcd  to  crufh,  he  Ihould  remember,  that  a  man  may  be  in  this 
Houfc  in  the  fame  fituation  as  a  man  is  when  he  goes  to  live  in  a 
mill ;  he  will  be  a  good  deal  frightened  at  firft — but  he  will  fooh 
become  accuftomed  to  the  noifc.  So  with  me  ;  afrcr  having  a 
drcfliog  or  two  vnore  from  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  (hall 
care  nothing  for  his  noife. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  rofe  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to 
a  point  in  which  he  conceived  no  anfwcr  to  be  given  by  the  right 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the  ohjc(^tion  —  the 
principal  objedion  fta ted  by  the  honourable  Member  who  had  juft 
fat  down — that  the  meafure  propoftd,  if  perfevered  in,  would  nc- 
ctffarily  create  a  very  great  augmentation  of  the  paper  money  in  cir- 
culation, antecedent  to  the  calamitous  fituation  in  which  the  Bank 
had  been  placed  by  the  meafure  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman. 
Formerly,  when  more  paper  was  iifutd,  more  was  carried  in,  and 
tiiccvil  remedied  itfelf ;  but  now  this  rcfource  was  taken  away.  In 
the  laft  fcflion  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  attempted  to 
limit  the  iffuc  of  paper,  and  yet  there  was  now  four  timts  as  much 
of  it  in  circulation  as  before  thofe  meafures  were  adopted.  Befides 
the  five  millions  already  due  from  Government  to  the  Bank,  th* 
Bank  had  advanced  two  millions  and  a  half  on  the  land  and  malt 
tax ;  and  fhould  the  meafure  now  propofed  be  adopted,  it  would 
tloubtlefs  be  neceffary  to  anticipate  the  produce  of  the  new  taxes  by 
Exchequer  bills,  to  be  received  in  paper  at  the  Bank.  It  had  been 
ftatcd  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  in  confcquence  of  his 
meafures  the  number  of  ftockholders  had  been  increafed  all  over  the 
country.  He  was  ready  to  allow  that  the  number  of  ftockholders 
had  been  increafed  ;  but  he  confidered  it  as  one  of  the  calamities 
attendant  on  the  prefent  war,  and  the  funding  fyftem  by  which  it  had 
been  carried  on,  that  their  number  was  increafed.  Hence  no  money 
could  be  borrowed  by  the  tradefman  for  the  purpofes  of  his  bufinefs ; 
while  the  monev  borrowed  hv  CTOvernment  was  enormous  in  amount 


298  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

and  borrowed  at  enormous  intcreft,  the  trade  of  the  country  mud 
be  extremely  prejudiced.  In  fadt,  there  was  now  inftituted  a  mo- 
nopoly more  fevcre,  more  opprcffivc,  more  extcnfivcly  prejudicial 
than  any  monojH)ly  that  had  ever  obtained.  It  was  the  monopolr 
of  borrowing  ;  a  monopoly  entirely  vefted  iri  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, who  alone  had  the  power  of  borrowing.  This  monopoly, 
now  fo  completely  eftablifhcd,  was  full  of  calamity  and  diftrefs  to 
the  middling  clafs  of  men,  and  was  ftill  farther  increafed  by  cvcrr 
meafure  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  introduced.  If  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  thought  proper  ftill  to  perfevere  in  thefe 
meafures,  he  (hould  do  his  duty  in  that  Houfe ;  he  fhould  think  it 
his  duty  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  a  refolution  for  bringing  in  a  bill 
that  Placemen  and  Penfioners  (hould  be  obliged  to  contribute  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  emoluments  of  their  places  and  pcniions, 
than  any  other  individuals,  towards  the  new  taxes.  Thofe  gentle- 
men may  recoUedJ  a  refolution  adopted  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne: 
it  was  then  determined  that  no  Placeman  or  Pcnfioner  (hould  receive 
more  than  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  during  the  war.  A  law  nearly 
of  the  fame  nature  would  be  extremely  falutary  in  the  prefent  junc- 
ture of  aiFairs.  He  did  not  fay  that  the  amount  ought  (till  to  be 
limited  to  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  ;  but  there  was  one  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  men  who  he  hoped  would  not  contribute  lefs  than  others — 
he  meant  the  Members  of  Parliament  who  had/declared  their  appro- 
bation of  the  war.  He  hoped  thefe  would  not  be  found  to  be  the 
men  leaft  difpofed  to  come  forward  with  their  property  in  aid  of  the 
"public  emergencies.  If  the  meafure  propofcd  by  the  right  honoar- 
able  geiltleman  was  adopted,  and  fcven  millions,  were  to  be  raifed 
within  the  year,  aikl  feven  millions  more  within  a  year  and  a  quar- 
ter afterwards,  he  was  convinced  the  confcquenccs  would  be,  that 
the  middling  claflTcs  of  I^ufekecpcrs  would  be  completely  crufticd : 
there  would  be  none  left  but  the  two  claflTes  of  the  highc(t  and  loweft 
orders  of  fociety :  the  (trength  of  the  country,  which  had  always 
<;on(ifted  in  the  midding  clafs,  would  be  wholly  deftroyed.  Peers 
and  Members  of  Parliament,  he  hoped,  would  not  fcruple  to  facii- 
fice  their  emoluments,  while  the  middling  clafs  were  fo  very  hcavih 
burdened  ;  and  that  while  the  latter  were  in  this  manner  almoft  en- 
tirely fupprc(red,  the  former  would  not  be  wallowing  in  ridKS  with- 
out contributing  their  (hare. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  congratulated  the  Houfc'on  the  refolution 
to  which  the  honourable  gentleman  had  come  to  do  his  duty  in  his 
place  in  that  Houfe.  [^  laugh.']  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
complained  that  he  had  not  anfwered  the  principal  aigument  of  the 
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fercnce  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  he  had  not  anfwered  it,  be* 
caufc  it  was  not  made  by  that  honourable  Member,  but  by  himfelf ; 
neither  could  he  forefee  that  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  had 
jud  fat  down,  would  ufe  that  argument.  That  the  quantity  of  paper 
in  circulation  was  enormous,  was  merely  aflfumed  upon  fuppoRtion. 
He  had  Aated,  that  three  millions  were  to  be  borrowed  of  the  Bank 
on  Exchequer  bills,  at  a  fliort  d^te,  «'hich  would  be  paid  to  tbcm  in 
advance.  Having  flated  this  in  his  place,  he  thanked  the  honour- 
able Member  for  the  opportuility  he  had  given  him,  of  declaring, 
that  he  had  no  idea  of  adopting  fuch  a  meafure  as  he  had  defcribed. 
He  had  no  intention  either  of  increafing  the  paper  in  circulation,  or 
of  anticipating  the  payments.  The  honourable  gentleman's  next 
obfervation  was,  that  the  incrcafe  of  the  number  of  (lockholder^ 
was  a  great  calamity  to  the  country.  Here  the  honourable  gentle- 
man had  made  a  grand  difcovcry  :  it  was  a  calamity  for  the  farmer, 
who  was  enabled  to  fparc  his  money  from  the  cultivation  of  his  bu« 
(inefs,  and  become  a  purchafcr  in  tlie  public  funds.  It  was  a  cala* 
mity  to  the  country  that  the  farmer  (hould  thus  be  enabled  to  fpare 
his  money,  and  becon^c  a  liolder  of  ftock.  Whnt  the  nature  of 
that  calamity  to  the  individual  who  thus  had  an  overplus  of  money 
to  fparc  from  his  bufincfs  was,  what  the  nature  of  that  mislortune  to 
the  country  thus  enabled  to  borrow  that  overplus  capital,  he  was  at 
a  lofs  to  difcover.  The  honourable  gentleman  next  proceeded  to 
ftatc  a  motion  which  he  intends  to  bring  forward — this  he  intro- 
duced as  a  very  dreadful  threat :  "  If  ffays  he)  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  perfifts  in  the  mode  of  iinance  he  has  propjfed,  I 
will  move  for  a  law  to  take  away  part  of  the  cnxUumcnrs  of  his 
office  "  He  cannot,  it  fecms,  fupport  the  additional  expences  of 
the  war,  unlefs  I  am  either  deprived  of  a  part  of  the  emoluments 
of  my  office,  or  turned  out  altogether.  But  neither  the  aj^pre- 
heniion  of  that  honourable  Member's  motion  to  turn  n^e  out  alto* 
gcthcr,  nor  to  deprive  me  of  part  of  the  emolumems  of  my  office, 
Ihall  prevent  my  propofing  the  meafure  in  qucftion  for  the  adoption 
of  the  Houfe,  if  it  (hall  appear  to  be  a  right  meafure  to  be  pro- 
pofcd  and  adopted. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  the  war  was  now  no  longer  a  war  of 
neccflity  ;  and  it  became  gentlemen  to  confider,  whether  as  a  war  of 
indemnity,  that  indemnity  was  worthy  of  the  price  at  wl/uli  it  was 
to  be  bought ;  if  it  was  not,  that  price  ought  ni>t  to  bt  yAii  for  it. 
Peace,  without  an  indemnity,,  might,  for  any  thing  be  had  learnt, 
have  been  obtained  long  fince.  It  was  not  a  war  in  iffhich  Gieat 
Britain  had  been  compelled  to  enter,  for  any  injury  fudaiivd  by 
hcrfclf  i  it  was  merely  on  account  of  her  allies  the  Dutch^  and  tt 

Q.q  a 
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procure  indcmtiity  for  them,  that  we  firft  entered  Into  the  war. 
Afterwards,  when  we  might  have  made  "peace  with  honour  to  our- 
felves,  and  have  received  an  indemnity  from  the  Dutch,  then  it  was 
I'ot  from  them  that  indemnity  would  fatisfy  us.  And  now  again, 
Jt  is  not  indemnity  from  the  French,  but  from  our  late  allies  ilic 
Dutch,  whom  wc  dragged  into  the  war,  that  we  expedl.  Yet  how 
have  we  acted  ourfelvcs  ?  We  have  fallen  upon  thcfe  allies,  and 
plundered  them.  It  is' neither  a  war  of  juftice,  nor  is  peace  foughr 
for  on  equitable  terms.  And  how  have  wc  fucceeded  in  its  objects  f 
Holland  was  ^he  friend  of  Great  Britain — wc  have  rendered  her 
an  ally  of  France.  It  was  then  a  war  of  indemnification,  which 
wc  can  no  longer  obtain  :  and  now  it  is  furely  a  war  wliich  it  is 
neither  confident  with  wifdom  nor  policy  to  purfue. 

Mr.  DUNDAS  obfervcd,  with  fome  warmth,  that  the  Houfe 
had  already  pledged  itfelf  to  the  Executive  Government  to  profecurc 
the  war  ;  and  the  prefcnt  queftion  was  only,  how  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies  fhould  be  raifcd.  Much  harm  might  arife  from  fuch  fpeecljcs 
as  the  Houfe  had  juft  heard,  and  it  was  impoflTible  they  (hould  pro- 
duce any  goorf  whatever.  In  France,  no  man  would  be  allowed 
to  be  the  Advocate  of  England  ;  and  7ct  here  gentlemen  were 
pleading  the  caufe  of  France  in  the  Senate  itfelf.  The  honourable 
Member  had  talked  as  if  the  negotiation  had  broken  off  on  ac- 
count of  terms.  The  French  had  been  called  upon  to  ftatc  their 
terms  ;  but  had  abfolutcly  rcfufed  any  anfwer  to  our  projct.  He 
•wifhed  they  had  anfwered  our  projct ;  but  this  they  rcfufed.  He 
would  forgive  the  honourable  Member  any  miftaken  opinion  he 
might  form,  were  not  the  hiftory  of  that  negotiation  before  the 
Houfe,  and  he  had  mifreprefcnted  it.  If  he  had  examined  thcfc 
papers  before  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  thus  have  vented  his  fpleen. 
Jt  was  not  any  difference  about  terms  that  broke  off  the  negotia« 
tion,  but  the  implacable  hatred  of  the  enemy  againft  this  Govern- 
inent,  that  had  not  only  broken  it  off,  but  had  prevented  their 
flating  their  terms  at  all. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid  a  few  words  in  reply,  in  which  he,  with 
fome  warmth,  expreffed  himfclf  as  much  attached  to  his  Country 
as  the  honourable  Member  who  had  juft  fat  down,  or  as  any  man 
could  be.  He  had  read  the  State  Papers,  but  the  plan  that  had 
been  purfued  had  not  met  his  approbation  ;  and  he  had  as  much 
right  from  his  cHate,  which  was  an  hereditary  one,  as  well  as  his 
fituation  in  that  Hofe,  to  watch  the  welfare  of  the  Country,  as  the 
■  honourable  gentleman.  He  faw  no  impoffibility  there  was  c*lf 
making  peace,  if  we  had  been  willing  to  prove  our  fincerity  in  the  ob- 
jcdlj  or  make  a  facrifice  to  obtain  it. 
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Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  rofe  again  in  reply  to  Mr.  Curwen, 
and  faid,  although  he  filled  an  office  under  His  Majefty,  yet  he 
f  confidcred  his  property  as  much  his  own,  and  as  coming  to  him  in 
a  manner  equally  honourable  to  him,  as  that  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and  he  was  equally  ready  to  ftep  forward  with  what- 
ever fmall  talents,  or  whatever  property,  he  might  poffcfs,  as  that 
honourable  Member. 

Mr.  VANSITTARTfaid,  that  nothing  could  furprifc  him  more 
than  the  ftatcm€;nt  of  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Curwen),  that 
wc  were  now  at  war  bccaufc  France  would  not  grant  us  the  terms 
wc  infilled  on,  or  the  indemnity  which  we  contended  for.  l*hc 
honourable  gentleman,  he  was  fure,  had  never  read  the  papers  <]pon 
the  table  ;  if  he  had,  he  would  have  feen  that  there  never  was  a 
quefiion  about  terms  as  the  price  of  peace — tlw  French  never  would 
propofe  any  ;  they  demanded,  indeed,  that  we  fhould  begin  by  giv- 
ing up  every  thing  wc  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  and  then 
they  would  condcfccnd  to  tell  us  what  mure  they  had  to  afk.  Whe- 
ther xh6  honourable  gentleman  was  prepared  for  fuch  an  humiliation 
he  did  not  know — he  for  one  was  not :  and  he  hardlv  believed 
there  was  a  man  in  the  country  who  would  have  advifcd  fuch  a 
conceflTion. 

Mr.  WIGI^EYfaid  a  few  words  on  the  comparative  advantage 
of  paying  off  the  Loan  of  twelve  millions,  by  continuing  the  new 
taxes  according  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  or  continuing  the  Loan  as  a 
fund  till  it  was  liquidated  by  the  one  per  cent,  provided  as  a  Sink- 
ing Fund. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  explained,  that  Mr.  Wigley  had  mif- 
taken  the  Loan  as  a  perpetuity,  and  formed  his  calculation  as  if  it 
were  a  fee  fimple  inftead  of  a  term  of  fifty-two  years.  It  was  not 
eight  millions,  as  he  had  computed,  and  was  only  to  lafi:  three  years 
and  a  quarter.  The  amount  that  would  thus  be  levied  would  be 
between  fixteen  and  feventcen  millions,  which,  compared  with  its 
coiltinuing  fifty- two  years,  as  would  be  neceffary  in  the  other  cafe, 
made  the  diflFerence  he  had  ftated  of  thirty  five  millions. 

Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  gave  notice,  that  on  Wedncfday  next  he 
ihould  move,  that  the  propofitions  which  he  had  fubmitted  to  the 
Committee  (hould  be  then  taken  into  farther  confideration. 

Monday f  November  27. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  before  the  Houfe  proceeded 
to  the  confideration  of  the  other  orders  of  the  day,  he  begged  to  give 
Jiotice  of  a  motion  which  he  fhould  make  to-morrow.     It  appeared 
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to  him  very  ncccffary,  that  when  they  were  to  decide  upon  a  fubjedl 
of  fo  much  importance,  as  the  projxjnrion  which  had  hcen  made  rc-» 
iative  to  the  AffefledTaxes,  they  Hiould  have  tlie  hell  information 
in  order  to  enable  them  to  come  to  that  dccillon.  The  propofition 
he  had  to  make  was  grounded  upona  precedent  during  the  adminif- 
tration  of  Sir  R.  Walpjlc,  when  that  Minillcr  brought  in  hi&  cxcifc 
bill.  The  Cominiflioners  were  dcfircd  tu  attend  at  the  bar  of  the 
Houfe,  to  give  every  information  that  the  Houfc  might  require 
upon  the  fubjeft.  He  fhould  theref  >rc  propofc,  that  before  the 
Houfc  agreed  to  the  refolution  refpcif^ing  the  Afleffcd  Taxes,  the 
Board  of  Commiffioners  (hould  attend  at  the  bar  in  order  to  ftatc 
what,  in  their  opinion,  would  be  the  probable  refult  of  this  mea- 
fure-  This  was  the  motion  of  which  he  wifhed  to  give  notice,  and 
to  which  he  hoped  there  could  be  no  objedlion. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  as  the  honourable  Bironct  had 
only  given  notice  of  his  motion,  he  could  not  then  regularly  enter 
into  any  argument  upon  the  fubjedl ;  but  as  he  feemed  to  fuppofe 
that  no  oppofition  would  be  made  to  his  motion,  he  begged  to  ap* 
prife  the  honourable  Baronet,  that  unlefs,  when  he  made  his  motion, 
he  gave  fomererfons  why  it  ought  to  be  adopted,  he  (Mr.  Chancel- 
lor Pitt)  could  not  affcnt  to  it.  At  prefent  he  could  not  fee  any 
Teafon  why  the  Board  fhould  be  ordered  to  attend  before  the  parti- 
lars  of  the  plan  were  before  the  Houfe ;  and  when  they  were,  he 
fuppofed  the  Houfc  would  be  able  to  draw  an  inference  for  them- 
felves  without  the  affiftance  of  the  Commiflloners. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  ;  hut  the  SPEAKER  faid,  as 
there  was  no  motion  then  before  the  Houfe,  he  could  not  enter  into 
the  difcuffion. 

VifcouDt  BELGRAVE  faid,  that  he  rofe  for  the  purpofc  of 
•fking  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  fome  doubts  which  had 
arifcn  upon  the  conftru<9ion  of  the  Treating  a<£t,  the  7th  Wil.  HI. 
There  had  been  two  conftru<^ions  given  to  the  bill  ;  one  was,  that 
the  perfon  who  offended  againft  this  a6l  was  incapable  of  fitting  In 
Parliament  for  the  place  where  he  had  obtained  the  undue  influence, 
for  the  whole  of  tliat  Parliament.  The  otiicr  conftrudion  was, 
that  the  eleif^ion  was -declared  void,  but  that  he  was  capable  of  being 
re-elected.-  In  the  laft  Parliament,  Sir  T.  Beaver  petitioned  agatnft 
the  return  of  Mr.  Hobart,  for  the  city  of  Norwich — the  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  declared  Mr.  Hobard  had  offended  againft  the  Treat- 
ing A&y  and  declared  his  clcdlicn  void.  Mr.  Hobart  ftood  again 
for  Norwich,  was  re-elc6"ted,  and  fuffered  to  take  his  feat.  In  the 
laft  fcffion,  on  the  contrary,  the  dccilion  was,  in  the  cafe  of  the  bo- 
rough of  South wark,  that  Mr.  Thclluffon,  who  hikl  been  declared 
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not  duly  clcflcd  upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Tierncy,  was  incapabk  of 
reprefennng  that  place  at  all  during  the  prcfent  Parliament.  But 
although  the  letter  of  the  law  was  ambiguous,  he  thought  the  fpirit 
of  the  law  was  clear  and  unequivocal,  and  he  felt  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  forward  his  propofition,  that  thofc  who  had  offended  againft 
this  adl  (hould  be  declared  incapable  of  being  rc-eledlcd  for  the  place 
where  they  had  created  an  undue  influence.  If  the  law  were  not 
to  be  fo  conftrued,  it  would  be  eafy  to  evade  it,  and  a  man  mi^c  be 
eleifted  by  an  undue  influence,  liis  cleflion  declared  void,  and  yet  be 
again  re-clc6^ed  by  the  operation  of  the  fame  influence,  and  after 
fuch  fecond  ele«9ion,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  unfeat  him.  Some 
might  think  it  a  hard  meafure  that  the  incapacity  ihould  be  ex- 
tended for  the  whole  period  of  that  Parliament :  but  if  not,  it 
might  be  eva<!ed  with  a  little  manceuvring.  A  man  might  get  a 
friend  to  be  cl<:6\ed,  and  after  a  (hort  time,  his  friend  could  contrive 
to  make  a  vacancy,  to  which  he  might,  by  a  previous  undue  in- 
fluence fecure  his  adrniffion.  The  other  parts  of  the  aft  were  pcr- 
feftly  clear  in  themfclves,  and  nothing  which  he  could  fay  could  in 
any  ways  amend  them.  His  Lordfliip  then  nioved,  that  the  aft  of 
the  7th  Wil.  III.  fhould  be  read  ;  which  being  ^done,  he  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  fame. 

Mr.  YORKE  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  motion,  but  he  rofe  to 
ftate  what  he  thoUght  would  be  an  objcftion  to  it  in  the  cafe  of 
csounties.  It  would  be  impoflTiblc  in  cafes  of  county  elcftions  to 
avoid  all  afts  of  hofpitality,  and  which,  by  a  rigid  conftruftion, 
might  be  brought  under  this  bill.  If  Members  were  fo  very  fcrupu* 
lous  not  to  allow  thofc  little  gratifications  to  county  elcftors,  many 
of  whom  came  from  diftant  parts,  the  confequencc  would  be,  that 
the  majority  of  elcftors  would  not  attend,  and  the  elcdlion  muft  be 
the  aft  of  a  few,  and  not  the  cxpreflion  of  the  fentiment  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  county.  Hejuft  threw  out  this  for  the  conflderation 
of  the  Houfc. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  agreed  with  the  noble  Lotd  in  the  propriety 
of  reftraining  all  treating  at  elcftions ;  and  he  would  moreover 
fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  would  npt 
be  better  to' extend  the  punifhment  (till  farther,  and  enaft  that  the 
perfon  convifted,  (hould  be  incapable 'of  being  returned  for  any 
place  whatfoever  during  that  Parliament.  He  could  not  conceive 
any  offence  more  heinous' than  that  of  corrupting  elcftors.  He  did 
not  agree  with  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft;  for  if  treating  was  allowed  at  all,  it  would  be  impoflUblc  tb 
tell  to  what  latitude  it  might  Lc  carried,  while  the  fpirit  of  the  aft 
'Would  he  evaded. 
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OMMOKS. 


Mr.  MARTIN,  Mr.  H.  BROWNE,  Mr.  C.  DUNDAS, 
and  Captain  BERKELEY,  each  faid  a  few  words,  and  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Tuejdayy  November   28, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  forcfccing  it  would  be  impofliblc 
that  all  the  papers  and  accounts,  which  it  was  his  dclirc  fliould  be 
before  the  Houfe,  previous  to  his  entering  farther  into  the  details  of 
his  financial  operations  for  the  cnfuing  year,  could  he  in  a  fufficicnt 
(late  of  readincfs  before  Friday  next,  he  muft  beg  leave  to  poftponc, 
till  that  day,  his  intended  motion  on  this  fubjedi. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  obfcrved,  that  as  the  right  honourable  gentlennan 
thought   proper   to  defer  the  farther  confidcration  of  his  financial 
plan  to  a  later  day,  he  trufted  ihe.ferioiis  importance  of  the  fubjefl 
to  which  he  now  wiftied  to  allude,  would  enfure  to  him  the  indul- 
gent attention  of  the  Houfe,  to  a  few  obfervations,  w  hich  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  offer  on  the  occafion.      He  muft,  in  the  firft  place,  ob- 
.  fcrve,  that  when  the  right  honourable  gentleman    brought  forward 
his   new   financial  plan,  he,   contrary  to  all  ufual  and  eftabliftied 
cuftom,  did  not  follow  it  up  by  moving  any  fpecific  refolution.    He 
had  moreover  infinuated,  that  if  his  plan  was  objeded  to,  the  ob- 
jeftions  that  were  made  to  it  (hould  have  no  weight,  unlefs  thofc 
who  urged  them  could  fuggeft  a  Icfs  objedli(Hiallc  and  more  pra6!i- 
cal  plan  than   that  which   he    himfelf  had  propoicd  ;  if  any  fuch 
plan  wcr«  now    to  be   propofed,    the  riglit  honourable  gentleman 
might  alfo  fay  that  the  propofal  came  too  late.      The  dread  of  this 
obfervation  ftiould  not,  however,   deter  him  from  declarir^  to  the 
Houfe  what  is,  and  had  been,  his  opinion  on  the  fubjcfl.      It  was 
with  forrow,  therefore,  he  had  to  obferve,   that  the  Land-tax  bill 
had  been  hurried  through  the  Iloufe  witliout  any  attention  having 
been  paid  to  it  as  a  fubjedl  of  new  taxation — it  was  now  in  one  of 
its  laft  ftages  in  another  Houfe,  where,  if  it  was  thought  expedient, 
fome  obftaclc  might  be  made  to  its  farther  progrefs — if  then,  from 
any  accident,  it  (hould  again  be  brought  under  the  confidcration  of  this 
Houfe,   it  wa*  his  opinion  the  tax  (hould  not  remain  as  it  now 
Hood,  at  four  (hillings,  but  (hould  be  fo  increafed  as  to  compafs 
every  objcfl  which  the  prcfcnt  exigencies  of  the  State  gendered  the 
accompli(hmcnt  of  inevitable  neccffity.      Land,  in  his  opinion, 
afforded  a  better  fund  of  fupplies  than  any  other  which  could  now 
poflibly  be  reforted  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  was  not  now  difpofed  to  difcufs 

at  was,  or  what  was  not,  the  leaft  objectionable  mode  of  raifing 
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the  neccflaiy  fupplics— on  that  fuggeftcd  by  the  honourable  gcnde- 
man  he  woul4  deliver  no  opinioni  nor  did  he  think  that  it  was  al- 
together orderly  on  the  part  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to  have 
alluded  to  the  duty  and  proeee<fings  df  another  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  begged  leave  to  defer  the  motion  which 
he  intended  to  have  brought  forward  this  day,  till  to-mo;TOW,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  poftponed 
the  farther  developement  of  his  financial  proje£t. 

The  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  having  appeared  at  the  bar 
widi  the  return  lately  made  of  the  eleiSHon  of  a  burgefs  to  ferve  m 
Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Tewkcfbury, 

Mr.  BRAGGE  moved  that  the  return  be  now  read,  which  beings 
read  accordingly,  he^  entered  into  feveral  legal  arguments,  to  prove 
that  f»  eledionliad  properly  taken  place,  as  no  proclamation  had> 
been  made  within  the  time  prefcribed  by  an  ad  of  Parliament ;  he 
therefore  wotdd  now  move,  That  the  Speaker  do  now  iflue  his  war- 
rant to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  for  the  election  of  a  burgefs  to  (crve 
in  Parliament,  in  room  of  William  Dowdefwell,  efq.  who  has  ac» 
ccpted  ^e  place  of  Governor  of  the  Bahama  iflands. 

Mr.  MARTIN  feconded  the  motion. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  (Sir  R.  P.  Ardcn)  oppofcd 
the  motion  as  *  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  Mr.  GrenvtUe's  bill ;  he 
himfelf  had  affifted  in  drawing  up  that  bill,  and  m  his  opinion  the 
preient  cafe  was  included  in  its  provifions.  He  would  therefore 
move,  as  an  amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words  that  Aood  after 
*'  That,"  in  the  original  motion,  and  to  fubftitute  in  their  fiead, 
**  Thofe  who  queftton  the  prcfent  return  Aiould  queAion  the  fame 
within  fourteen  days  from  the  return  of  the  writ  into  the  Crown 
Office." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feconded  the  amendment,  which  after  a 
few  obfervations  from  the  Speaker,  the  Mafter  9^.,  the  Rolls>  and 
Mr.  Bragge,  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  tliat  he  thought  it  material  not  to  difmift 
the  prefent  f(4>je£i  without  intimating  to  thofe  concerned  in  it,  that 
though  the^  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  would  not  permit  them  to  cen* 
fate  the  Returning  Officen  for  any  thing  like  corruption  or  partial 
lity,  or  any  other  unworthy  and  indired  motive,  yet  he  felt  it  fait 
duty  to  admoni(h  theni  of  the  inadvertency  and  ignorance  of<tba 
laws  which  they  had  befrayed  on  die  prefent  occaiion* 
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Wfdnefdayi  November  29 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  that  It  was  his  intention  to  have 
moved  that  the  CommiiTioneTS  of  Taxes  be  caUed  to  the  bar,  to  laj 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  a|  taxes  for  fome  time  paft,  and  to 
give  to  the  Houfe  fuch  other  information  as  might  be  in  their  power 
to  give,  and  neceffary  far  the  Houfe  to  receive ;  but  there  had  hap- 
pened this  morning  a  circumftance  that  had.  prevented  him  from 
making  that  motion.  A  paper,  purporting  to  be  the  genuine  ad  of 
the  Executive  Diredory  of  France  was  publifhed,  the  objeft  of 
which  was  to  explain  to  all  Europe  its  intention  of  invading  this 
country,  as  being  the  bed  mode  of  bringing  the  conteft  to  a  condu* 
fion  ;  that  it  is  their  intention  to  eftablifh  what  they  call  the  Free- 
dom of  the  Seas,  which  was,  in  other  words,  the  deftrudtion  of 
our  naval  power  ;  and  alfo  to  make  this  Country  pay  the  expence 
of  the  conteft,  which  was,  in  other  words,  to  make  this  Country 
tributary  to  the  French.  Upon  fuch  an  occafion,  arid  under  fuch 
circumflances,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  as  a  Member  of  that 
Houfe,  and  a  well-wi(hcr  to  his  Country,  not  to  prefs  any  thing  that 
oould  tend  to  (hew  that  there  exified  at  this  time  any  diflfcntion  in 
that  Houfe.  Therefore  although  he  was  extremely  dclirous  to  have 
the  information  which  he  believed  the  Commiflioners  could  iiipply 
the  Houfe  with,  he  (hould  not  prefs  his  motion  ;  he  was  contented 
with  having  freely  and  honcftly  Itated  his  reafpns  for  declining  it. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  it  neceffary  that  he  (hould  de- 
tain the  Houfe.  by  delivering  a  few,  and  they  (hould  be  very  few, 
words  upon  this  fubjedl.  The  motives  of  the  honourable  Baro- 
net fDr  not  takiog  a  (Icp,  which  in  his  bpinion  tended  to  difturb 
that  difpofition  which  marked  the  unanimity  of  the  Houfe>  he 
(bould-not  idifputei  doubtlefs  they  operated  with  him  as  reafons  for 
declining  his  motion.  But  when  the  honourable  Baronet  aHigned 
the  la(]t  Proclamatton  of  theDireflory  asoncon  which  his  motives 
inrcre  founded,  he  could  not  help  obfcrving  that  the  Dirc^Jory  had  fct 
forward  by  that  Proclamation  nothing  but  what  they  had  formerly 
tnd  Irequently  avowed^  arid  there  was  hardly  a  man  in  this  Country 
(Mr.inJEurope  to  whom  thcfe  fentiments  of  the  DireSory  were  new. 
It  was.  npt  the  firft  time  they  had  ftated  themfelves  to  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  a  confpifaiey  to  obtain  what  they  call  the  Freedom  of 
the  Seas,  that  was,  the  .deftrudion  o£  oiir  ilaval  powef^  and  avowed 
an  hatred  to  our  Government,  and  had  (tated  not  only  how  much  we 
(hall  be  obliged  to  pay  fpr  our  own  dcfbnce,  but  aUb  for  our  ranfixn, 
and  thefe  are  their  objedls  in  continuing  the  war.  He  thought  be 
might  fay,  that  the  honourable  Baronetj  although  only  convinced 
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this  morning  of  the  obje<fl  of  the  enemy,  was  only  convinced  of  that 
which  was  the  confirmed  opinion  of  almoft  the  whole  of  this  na- 
tion long  ago.     He  was  glad,  however,  that  the  honourable  Baronet 
was  at  laft  convinced ;  and  he,  in  common  with  the  Houfe,  tc- 
joiced  that  the  DireSory  had  renewed  their  avowal  of  this  fpirit  by 
their  la(l  Proclamation,  becaufe  it  kept  us  on  our  guard,  and  let  us 
know  what  we  are  to  truft  to.     At  the  fame  time  it  was  but  fair 
that  he  (hould  fay,  that  if  he  felt  the  fame  neceflity  for  the  atten- 
dance of  the  CommtfTioners  as  the  honourable  Baronet  did,  if  he 
drew  the  fame  inference  with  refpedl  to  the  materiality  of  the  infor- 
mation of  the  CommifTioners,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  did,  he 
fbould  certainly  perlift  in  making  his  motion.    He  (hould  therefore 
be  forry  to  find  that  the  honourable  Baronet  (hould  be  deterred  from 
bringing  his  motion  forward  for  the  reafons  which  he  had  afTigned 
for  declining.     He  (hould  add,  however,  that  if  the  motion  was 
brought  forward,  he  (hould  oppofe  it ;  not  becaufe  he  thought  it 
dangerous  in  the  view  which  the  honourable  Baronet  had  of  it,  but 
becaufe  he  thought  it  would  be  unneceiTary  ;  not  that  he  thought 
the  CommiOioners  could  give  the  honourable  Baronet  no  informa- 
tion, but  that  the  Houfc,  and  every  Member  in  it,  was  as  compe- 
tend  to  form  a  judgement  of  what  ought  to  be  done  .to  fupport.the 
State  as  the  CommiOioners  were.     The  fubjed  was  to  be  difcu(red 
upon  a  view  of  the  general  (late  of  all  clafTes  of  perfons  in  this 
country,  which  was  matter  for  general   reafoning,  upon  which  it 
was  not  refpcflful  to  the  Houfe  to  fuppofe  that  the  Commi(rioners 
of  Taxes  were  better  prepared  to  form  a  concluflon  than  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Houfe.     He  muft  add,  however,  that  the  laft  Procla- 
mation of  the  Dire£lor)'  Iiad  not,  in  his  opinion^  altered  the  cafe  in 
the  Icaft  degree. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  had  not  altered  the  opinion  he  had  de- 
livcred  as  to  the  importance  of  the  laft  Manifefto  of  the  DircSory. 
He  had,  indeed,  read  the  other  papers  to  which  the  right  honoura-* 
ble  gentleman  alluded,  and  from  which  he  did  not  draw  the  fame 
Inference  as  firom  the  laft.    He  owned  they  did  not  make  the  fame 
impreflion    upon  his  mind,  as  they  did  on  that  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman.     However,  as  the  Minifter  paid  more  attention  to 
f  hcfe  papers  than  was  pofTible  for  many  other  Members  of  the  Houfe 
Co  do  confiftently  with  their  other  avocalions,  it  was  reafonable  to 
Ajppofe  that  he  underftood  them  better.   But  (ince  the  right  honour^ 
able  gentleman  thought  that  the  motion  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn, 
he  ought  to  bring  it  forward  ;  and  if  he  (hotild,  he  had  the  authority 
of  the  light  honourable  gentleman  for  fo  doing. 

R  r  2 
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Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  hoped  that  the  honourable  Baronet  would 
remember  what  he  faid.  He  did  not  think  the  motion  proper; 
and  therefore  if  it  was  made,  he  (hould  oppofe  it,  for  he  had  onljr 
faid  that  the  reafon  which  the  honourable  Baronet  alledged  for  de- 
clining it  did  not  appear  to  him  a  good  one. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred  to  Friday. 


9 

Thurfdayj  November  30. 

At  four  o*clock,  there  being  only  feventy  Members  prefent,  it 
was  impoflible  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  as  it  was  a  day  appointed  for 
a  ballot  \  but  by  virtue  of  a  late  regulation,  directing  that  the  Houfe 
be  called  over  the  day  following,  in  cafe  a  ballot  be  not  formed  on 
^(the  day  appointed,  the  Houfe  was  ordered  to  be  called  over  to- 
morrow. 

Friday f  December  i. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  to  try  the  merits 
of  the  Newton  Eleflion  Petition  ;  when  the  following  Mcrobcr$ 
were  appointed : 

R.  Pole  Carew,  Efq.  Chairman* 

A.  Strahan,  Efq.  Lord  Macdonald 

Earl  Temple  William  Meeke,  Efq. 

Richard  Ellifon,  Efq.  James  Dawkins,  Efq. 

Sir  John  Stuart,  Bart.  William  Stuart  Rofe,  Efq* 
William  Elford,  Efq.  Nominees, 

Thomas  Jones,  Efq.  Daniel  Parker  Cuke,  Efq. 

W.  H.  Fellowes,  Efq.  Nicholas  Vanfittart,  Efq. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  poftponed  his  farther  propofitions  ^^ 
fpefling  the  means  of  raifing  a  fupply,  to  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Decemher  I, 

Ac  three  c^lock  the  Houfe  met,  and  a  mcflage  being  Cent  to  the 
Commons  for  their  attendance,  the  Lords  CommiflfionerSy  confining 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor^  the  Archbilhpp  .of  Caoteihuiy:*  and  £acl 
Spencer^  on  the  arrival  of  th^  Commons,  gave  the  joyal  aflent  to  xhe 
fntiall  Notes,    and  the  Navy  and  Army  Seduction  Bifls. 

The  Duke  of  PORTLAND  brought  an  order  from  His  Ma- 
jcfty,  which  was  read,  "  that  it  is  His  Majefty's  pleafure  the  Peers 
are  fummoned  to  attend  in  their  robes  on  Tuefday  the  19th  in- 
fkint,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  accompany  His  Majefty  to 
Sr.  Paul's,  in  the  ufual  form,  &c.  &c.  when  the  Houfe  adjoutned 
to  Thurfiiay  next. 


■M 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday  y  Decemher  2.  • 

A  meflage  being  received  from  the  Lords,  defiriijg  the  attendance 
of  the  Houfe,  Sir  Francis  Molyneux,  attended  by  the  Mtmbcrs, 
went  up  to  the  Lords  to  be  prefcnt  at  the  royal  aflent  being  given  by 
commifTion  to  the  fmall  Notes,  and  Army  and  !Kavy  Sedudion 
Bills. 


po 
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[CoidMOKS. 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Amount  of  the  Duties  on  WIN- 
DOWS  and  INHABITED  HOUSES,  impofed  by  ads  6th. 
19th,  and  24th  Geo.  III.  for  One  Year,  ending  5th  April 
1797  ;  diftinguifhing  the  Amount  in  each  County,  and  in  the 
Cities  of  London  and  WeftminAer,  and  Borough  of  South- 
wark. 


COUNTIES. 

Inhabited  Houfesy  Houfes  and  Win-  Inhabited  Hooies, 

24  Geo.  III. 

dows,  6Geo.IIL 

19  Geo.  III. 

£'      s. 

d. 

£.      s.    d. 

£.    s.d. 

Bedford 

3»i40    6 

0 

2.372  «9     2 

256  10    6 

Berki 

7,818  19 

II 

6,020  13     3 

1.342    6     2 

3uckft 

6,099     ^ 

3i 

4,6  ^9  13     8| 

626  10    3I 

Cambridge 

5,165     2 

6 

3,695  14    6 

722     X     0 

Chefter 

7»432     5 

0 

4,724  16     2 

9*1     4     7* 

Cornwall 

S»S^i    9 

6 

3.345  »8   i« 

630  13     4 

Cumberland 

3.228    9 

0 

1,308     7     6 

40s     4     » 

Derby 

S'S^S  »6 

6 

3,345     0  I  if 

5»5  "     7l 

Devon 

13,212  19 

0 

8,582     9     8 

2,696     I  It 

Dorfet 

5'5<>^    7 

0 

3,789  10    0 

741   18     7 

Durham 

4.676    0 

6 

2,7' 1     5     2 

785  i»    9l 

York 

3 1 .650    8 

3i 

19,571     0    4 

4.157  «5     ' 

£(fcx 

15,606.12 

6 

11,926    9     I 

2,115  II     5 

Glouceder 

10,699     I 

8 

7,830  19  10 

'.797     7     3 

Hereford 

4»073  H 

0 

2.798  15     3 

343  1.6    9 

Hertford 

7.728  '4 

5 

5,876     2     6 

'.043     2     5 

Huntingdon 

2/^24  II 

2 

^431    9    » 

217    4    3 

Kent 

24.77 »   '4 

8 

18,255  '7     ' 

4,871     8    %\ 

Lancafter 

19,940    4 

6 

12,542    9     8 

6,502  15     5I 

Leicefter 

6,458     8 

3 

4.3:^6    5     6 

474  1?    0 
1,208  18     I 

Lincoln 

11,059     8 

5 

7»'»5  IS    4 

Norfolk 

14.384     2 

2 

19.419  »7     3 

1,996     I     \\ 

Northampton 
North  umoerland 

6,804    4 

5 

5.185  14    0 

424  11     8 

5.81a   13 

0 

3,689  18  10 

1,456  12     8 

Nottingham 

5,308  10 

6 

3.481  II     8 

568     8  10 

Oxford 

6,35S  «' 

9 

4*962    4    S 

884    6    4J 

Rutland 

921     4 

0 

664    4    4 

37  13     0 

Salop 

7.793    3 

4 

5.472  13     5 

960        I        8   ; 

Somerfet 

20,984  18 

0 

»5.302  17    4 

7,430    8  II  1 

Southampton 

14,270  19 

7 

10,724  16     4 

3.211   11     7; 

Stafford 

9,r;95       I 

8 

6,002     7  10 

826  17     3 

Suffolk 

11,312    0 

3 

8,188  18     5 

1,080  15     7i 

Surrey 

'5.375  '4 

0 

11,979  18    si 

4.074  14     9 
1,190  10    8| 

Suflex 

9,611   19 

0 

7,352  16    2 

Warwick 

11,227  '7 

0 

8,514  10    4 

2,062     I    3 

Weftrooreland 

x.3»o     5 

0 

607    12       2 

89    0    2 

WUts 

9,588  16 

3 

7,189       0      2 

1.350    «  .  0 

Worccftcr 

6,656  16 

6 

5,018      2      3 

9H    •    $ 

DiC,  3.] 
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COUN'riKS. 

Inhabited  Houfes, 

Houfcs  and  N^n- 

Inhabited  Houfiat, 

24 Geo.  III. 

dows,  6  Geo.  III. 

19  Geo.  III. 

/.      '•     d. 

£.    $: 

4/. 

£.    #.    1/. 

Anglcfca 

626    0    6 

246  1.0 

10 

39^5-0 

Brecon 

870     5     8 

593     3 

4 

57    3     0 

Cardigan 

588  14    0 

'95     5 

2 

39  '?    9 

CarmartbcQ 

1,365   II     4 

466    6 

2 

103    XI    io| 

Carnarvon 

609     0    0 

228  II 

8 

21   10    6 

Denbigh 

1,612     8     6 

789  15 

I 

lor    4    8 

Flint 

779    «     2 

ZS'^  »2 

2 

36    »2.    3 

Glamorgan 

i*7S3  19    6 

874    2 

9 

2^3  H    4i 

Merioneth 

S5S  >^    0 

103     8 

4 

12    3    6 

Monmouth 

^434    4     8 

843     7 

11 

*94    3    2§ 

Montgomery 

1,214    5  10 

.478     5 

4 

57    0    3 

Pembroke 

1*235     2     4 

•579  16 

6 

14^  I*    3 

Radnor 

456    Si    0 

188  i^ 

0 

17    8    6 

London 

30^822     5  io| 

25.695  13 

61 

18,652  14    of 

Weft  minder 

42,264  II     5 

32''52     7 

0 

30*974    »     3 

Middlefes 

75,508  15     0 

57,068    9 

9 

45*644  13    3 

Southvirark 

12,426  14    9 

9»S6'     ' 

9l 

6,775  12    5j 

£- 

532,230  16  ir 

379,196    0 

4i 

■ 

164,084  16    J 

N.  B,  The  Returns  of  the  Duties  on  Inhabited  Houfes,  37  Geo.  Ill, 
are  not  yet  received. 


Office  for  Taxei, 
28th  Nov.  1797, 


J.  HUNTER. 


CHAS.  DERING. 
BARNE  BARNE. 
EDVVD.  MEDONA'S. 
H.  HAYES. 
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[COMMOKS. 


An  ACCOUNT  ^  the  Niw*cr  of  PERSONS  who  pay 
ASSESSED  TAXES;  diftinguifhing  the  fame  into  Claflcs, 
according  to  the  Amount^  frem  Six  Shillings  to  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  apd  upwards,  Annually,- 


Under 


69.     .     I        IDS.         j         158.         I  ll. 

and  under  and  under'and  under  and  under 


lOS. 


158. 


■•  ^•^ 


129.^63  '  97.716     40,218 


ll. 


■*«Mi 


ll.      58. 


ll.       5s. 

and  under 
il.  106. 


33^05$      3^^064 


il.  to&.  I  il.  15s. 
and  -under'and  under 
il.  158.  2L 


.28,283.      24,17^ 


and- under 
2I.  5s. 

22,060 


2I.  58. 
and  under 

3I.  ICS. 


17.4^^ 


2I.  zos.  I  2L  rj8. 


and  under 
2I.  15s. 


i6.;i7 


and  under 

31. 


S'S^3 


3I. 

and  under 

25,846 


5L  IOS« 

and  under 

41 


18,856 


4L      t  4I.  I  OS.  I     .  5I.       I       61. 
andunderand  under  and  under  and  under 


4I.  lOS. 


'6,7$; 


5I- 


13,881- 


61 


22*220 


i5»468 


7l.  ■ 
and  under 

»     8K 


81. 
and  under 

9L 


io,$oo        8,164 


91. 


lol. 


and  under  and  under 


lol. 


7'378 


12I.  I  OS. 


lUltl 


I2I.  I  OS. 

and  under 

151. 


ijh 

and  under 
^7!.  I  OS. 


7,Q9i         5,035 


171.  los.  I     20I.      I     25!. 
and  under  and  under  and  under 


2oU 


25L  30I. 


3*389    ' 


4»2" 


3»4.r7 


30I. 
and  under 

35I. 


^^544 


and  under 
40L 


i:2£i 


40]. 

and  under 

451. 


i«io6 


45 1. 

and  under 

50I. 

807 


jol. 

and  under 

60I. 


1,006 


60I. 
and  under 

.    7ol- 
704 


,  70I. 

and  under 

Sol. 


80I.      I '    90L 
and  undeiiand  under 


90I. 


1  ooL 


26S 


193 


lool.  J     150I. 
and  unde:  and  under 


150I. 


Hi 


200]. 


Ill 


200L 

and  under 

250I, 


38 


250L     I     i^ool. 
and  under  and  u 


30cl. 


13 


350I.     I  400I. 
ndenand  under  and  up- 


35ol- 


40CI. 


wards. 


Total  number  of  perfons  paying  Aflefied  Taxes    79 1 ,801 


for  Taxes,! 

^'OT.  1797.  J   J. 


Office  for  Taxes, 
28th  Not. 
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CHAS.  BERING. 
B.APNE  BARNE. 
EDWD.  MEDOWS, 
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ACCOUNT  of  the  Total  Amount  of  the  ASSESSED  TAXES 
fi>r  One  Yetr,  ending  the  5th  of  April  1797 ;  .and  deducing 
therefrom  the  Charges  of  Maosigeroent. 

This  iccotmc  cootains  the  Diati«t  on  Inhabited  Hoalci»  34  Geo.  HI.— 
HoQfes  and  Wtndowi,  6  Qeo.  IIL«*>lAhabited  Hoofet^  19  Geo.  IIL— 
Male  Servantif  a  c  Geo.  tII«^Horfes,  ac  Geo.  IIL«-Additional  Horib» 
20  Geo.  IIL— -i-FaKher  additional  Hor(es»  36  Gbd.  I2L-— Horfet  and 
Molet,  56  Geo.  in«-^Dogt,iyear»36Geo.IiL---Foiir-wheelC;irriagei9 
25  Geo.  III.-*rAddtKionai  Smr-wheel  Carrimif  29  Geo*  ULrwTwiy- 
wheel  CarriaMS  and  Caru»  tk  (md  55  Geo.  IlL-^to  pec  Cent.  31  Geo* 
UL—xo  per  Ccnc.  36  Geo.  IJUU' 


Vol.  IV. 


COUNTIES*^ 

Bedford 
Berks        — 
Backs        — ' 
'Cambridge 
Cfaeder 
Cornwall 
Cumberland 
Derby 
Devon 
PorTet 
Dnrham 
York 
Eflex 

Gloacefter 
Hereford 
liertford 
Hontingdon 
Kent 
Laocafliire 
Leicefter 
liiiceki  ^ 

Monmotttfa 
Norfolk 
Northampton 
Nonhnmoerland 
Nottingham 
Oxfoni  •- 

Rntland  •- 

Salop        ^ 
Someriet  * 

SottthampCon 
Stanord        --^ 
Saiblk 
Surrey 
Snflex  — 


W.38X 
31,609 

I9»3S9 
s6»8i2 

.»9»945 
10,510 

20,294 

49»4  6 

20,309 

19.271 

1 19,892 

62,873 

38*899 
«5»363 
3MZI 

7.934 
87,820 

664929 

a3.4a5 
43.83* 

5H.7« 

25,366 

af»096 
20,233 

«S»786 
3,902 

«9.4*7 

75»»7» 
55,81a 

32,132 

4a»7*7 
60,692 

35*034 


<J 

*l 

It 

7f 

3 

9i 

9 

S 

H 

I 

0 

'i 

5 

8| 

3 

3I 

»7 

8 

18 

1 

9. 

18 

5i 

12 

5f 

4 

XOz 

16 

3t 

18 

toi 

t 

9 

s< 
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COUNTTRS. 

% 

£.        #• 

4, 

Warwick             — 

39,167    I 

ii 

Wcftmorcland        — , 

4»735    S 

II 

Wilts        —        — 

37»o39  ^* 

9f 

Worccftcr           — 

25,298    7 

5l 

1    • 

*,o35  10 

5, 

BrcGo^           ■   *— - 

3.165     3 

4 

-  Cardigan        .    — 

2,072    «' 

Caimarthea           — 

4.75«    7 

2 

2,077  '^ 

nj 

.  Dci^f^     .         — 

6,345    3 

X 

Flint        —        

.  '3>2t8  10 

6i 

Glamorgan            — 

6,446  13 

o| 

Merioneth            — 

^77'     7 

5i 

Montgomery            — 

4.495  «« 

7 

Pembroke            — - 

4,690  10 

6 

Radnor        —          — 

1,633.12 

6f 

Mid41drc3t      .      --  > 

273^398     X 

7i 

London            . 

iex,S30    8 

"i 

Weftminfter         — 

1 

167,609  x8 

8| 

Southwaik        — 

40*870    I 

X 

Chaiges  of  Maoageihcnt  calculated 

at  8fd.  b  the  poujid      —        —       ,69,974    o    o 


Ik  ^90S»8o9     »    9i 


Office  for  Taxes, 
aSchNov.  1797* 

» 

I 

» 

J. 

riUNTER. 

r  • 

1 

• 

•          •    •                         ^ 
•  • 

*  t 

^  -J 

-  -. 

• 

1 

• 

M  4 

I 

•                                    • 

•            • 
•       • 

- 

*  *  • 

(1 

r 

* 

*  -  * . . 

CHAS.  DERING. 
BARNE  BARNE. 
EDWD.  MEDOW^ 
H.  HAYES. 


Die. «.] 


DESAI'fis;  •'       •? 


^iS 


An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Number  of  Pfcrfonf  who  pay  the  Duties 
on  WINDOWS  and  INHABITED  HOUSES,  impofed  hj 
Ads  dthy  19th,  and  24th  Geo.  III. ;  diAinguifhing -^e  firne 
into  ClalTes  according  to  the  Amount,  from  Three  Shillings  to 
One  Hundred  Pounds  and  upwards,  as  far  as  the  fame  can  he 
made  up.  ,,     * 


i^a^h. 


At 
3»- 


^6,527 


js.       ,       6s.       I      I  OS. 
and  uaderand  under  and  under 
6s. 


19,679 


108. 


26,342 


15s. 


42,367 


15s. 

iLtid  under 
il. 


43i28o 


rl.  li.  58. 

und  tinder  And  under 
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pt  PARLIAMEMTARt  [COMuowt. 

Mr.  Chartbcllor  PITT  moved,  that  the  order  of  the  day  for 
calling  over  the  names  of  the  defaulters  on  Friday  laft,  be  difchargcd 
^^which  nvat  accordir^ly  done. 

The  Houfe  then  lefdved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  vofe  and  faid,  that,  as  upon  a  for- 
sner  day  he  had  fiilly  (bted  to  the  Committee,  the  outline  and  ge- 
neral plan  of  the  mode  by  which  he  propofed  to  raife  a  confidcrable 
part  of  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year,  for  an  increafed  afTeiTmenr 
of  die  Affefied  Taxes,  what  he  (hould  have  to  oflFer  now  upon  that 
^bje<9,  would  be  con^ned  within  a  narrower  conipafe,  and  he 
,(lHuld  fcarcely  have  any  thing  more  to  do  than  explain  the  propor- 
tions which  he  propofed  to  attach  to  the  fevcral  ctaflTes  of  indtvidu- 
ab^  aocordiflg  to  dieir  income,  and  fubmit  them  to  theconfidention 
oFthe  Committee,  in  the  fliape  of  diftinS  RefoIutions«  Before  he 
ffoceeded  to  do  this,  however,  be  begged  leave  to  recapitulate  die 
general  grounds  on  which  he  meant  to  bring  forward  iiis  propofi- 
tions,  obiSnrving,  that,  according  to  his  own  opinion,  he  believed 
ibey  would  (bnd  a  fm  and  candid  trial,  and  he  wtflied  them  to  be 
tried.  The  preient  was  a  moment  which  demanded  an  unufually 
HfMtam  exATtion ;  and  every  gentleman,  he  trufted,  was  aflured, 
dm  the  CaiiiiB  of  this  exertion  did  not  arife  from  any  negled*  or 
careleflheft  of  our  own,  to  prevent  the  farther  profccution  of  hofti- 
litiessbutftiom  the  animofity,  oMiinaey,  and  ambition  of  the  enemy. 
Bat  if  any  fenfe  of  the  freedom,  fpirit,  and  courage  of  Engliihmen 
tppfmmAf  he  trufted  every  means  for  firuftrating  the  perfidious  de- 
figns  and  declarations  ^  an  enemy  fo  revengeful  and  obdurate, 
would  ht  fupportcd*— and  ftjpported  firmly.  From  every  fymptom 
of  radical  wealth,  from  every  fymptom  of  tnVe  loyalty  and  patriotifm 
in  the  eoontjy,  and  from  every  addhional  proof  of  our  energy  and 
fower*  it  was  evident  there  never  was  a  moment  in  whidi  we  were 
better  able  to  do  juflice  to  the  caufe  which  we  fupported.  He  bad 
ftated,  upon  a  former  day»  that  if  there  were  an^  one  point  which 
more  p^ieukrly  demanded  caution  and  circumfpedion  than  ano- 
thcTj  it  was  to  avoids  by  every  poffible  means,  %  farther  accumuh- 
tion  of  our  funded  debt ;  for  that  was  the  pdnt  againft  wfaidi  the 
mieirinations  of  the  enemy  were  direded,  and  thence  it  was,  their 
hopes  tif  the  cotiqueft  of  this  country  were  derived.  It  was  his 
principal  olrjeA  tfatrdbre,  to  prevent  an  tndvafb  df  Govefmnent 
paper  in  the  market^  and  at  tlie  fame  ttm^  alfoi  to  prevcat  w  i^cti- 


ouladoft  of  die  penmncnt  debt.  Tbefo  wrre  the  grouod  works 
of  his  plan.  He  was  boHiid  to  eficA  thcic  fiilutary  purpofes  in  rhe 
bed  and  (impleft  manner  he  was  ablci  and  he  had  the  means  of 
efhSdag  them,  -by  the  adoption  of  the  plan  he  had  propofed.  If 
gentlemen  would  look  to  our  permanent  advantage  ;  if  they  would 
look  at  our  univcrfal  credit,  the  ftability  of  that  credit,  and  the  izh 
eidllence  of  the  oountryy  they  would  be  convinced,  that  we  were 
not  only  able  to  obtain  thefe  objeds>  but  they  would  alfo  be  coiv» 
vtnced  of  our  ability,  as  he  had  dated  upon  a  former  day,  to  pro* 
yide  fdr  the  redemption  of  the  Loan,  which  would  be  farther  nece£» 
fary  to  difcharge  the  annual  expenditure,  by  a  temporary  continua* 
tion  of  the  meafures  be  fuggeftcd,  aided  by  the  afliAan^e  of  the 
(inking  futki*  If  tie  were  aflccd  what  would  be  the  beft  plan  for 
attaining  thefe  obje£ls,  he  (hould  reply,  that  an  univerfal  call  on  tha 
income  and  property  of  the  countr}'  might  be  imprudent  if  not  dan« 
gjenuis.  It  was  his  duty,  therefore,  to  find  out  fome  criterion  b]^ 
which  a  contribution,  proportioned  to  the  wealth  and  power,  toge- 
ther with  the  eafe  aiul  enjoyments  of  the  various  claflfes  of  the  peo« 
plcy  might  be  made.  If  he  were  aikcd,  what  criterion  he  could  find 
for  fuch  a .  regulation  r  he  (hould  reply,  that  none  appeared  to 
him  lb  equal  in  its  calculations,  as  the  return  of  the  AfloiTed  Taxes* 
The  beft  plan  that  occurred  to  him,  therefore,  was,  an  increafed 
aflfciTment  of  the  Afleflcd  Taxes ;  and  the  faireft  criterion  (or 
judging  of  the  proponions  which  ought  to  be  paid  by  the  various 
clafles  of  fociety  according  to  their  income,  was  the  return  of  the 
AfleiTed  Taxes,.as  for  as  they  could  be  made  up  and  eftimated  fof. 
the  prefent  year.  'His  firft  reafon  for  giving  the  preference  to 
an  ihcreafed  afTeiTmetit  of  the  AQcfled  Taxes,  was,  as  he  had  ftated- 
the  other  night,  becaufe  he  Ihould  therefrom  deduce  a  confiderable 
contribution  from  a  huge  dafs  of  houfekeepers,  whom  he  conceived 
to  be  both  able  and  wiUii^  to  pay,  amounting  to  800,000.  AH  of 
thefe  were  mafters  of  fomilies,  and  eomprchciKted  tender  their  roofo 
a  population  of  4,000,000.  % 

His  next  reafon  for  choofii^  this  mode  was,  becaufe  it  excluded 
all  the  inferior  and  labouring  claiTes  of  fociety,  who  are  unable  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State,  and  whofe  poverty,  in 
oonfequence,  required  an  exemption.  Tlius  far  the  G>mmlttee 
would  perceive  his  pisn  had  the  utility  of  embracing  whatever 
ought  to  be  emlnraced,  and  omittii^  whatever  ought  to  be  omitted. 
As  the  purchafo  of  fome  convefuences  were  neceilary,  and  fome  % 
voluatary  expenditure,  his  next  duty  was  to  draw  a  line  of  diftinc* 
tion  between  thefe  otjeds^  and  endeavour  to  allow  fome  modifica-- 
tionand  abaiteiiinit  tt»  Ac  fonnsr.     TUl  obje£k  would  alfo  be  ob- 
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tained  by  the  meafure  he  propofcd,  and^  as  he  beliercdy  in  a  verf 
fair  wd  equal  proportion.  He  would  iNow  ftate  tb  the  Committed 
the  manner  in  which  he  intended  to  arrahge  and  fubdivide  the  pro- 
portions; and,  in  doing  this,  he  had  two  extreme  difficulties  to 
overcome ;  firft,  to  take  efpecial  care  that  no  perfon,  who  poffefled 
the  means  of  paying,  (hould  cfcape  the  due  proportion  of  their  con* 
tribution  ;  and  fccondly,  to  be  careful  to  aflbrd  a  large  and  ample 
relief  to  every  individual,  whofe  fituation  and  eircumftances  entitled 
them  to  fuch  a  claim.  He  now  reniindcd  the  Committee,  that 
he  had  dated  the  produfl  of  the  Affeffed  Taxes  at  prefent  to  be 
2,700,000!.  Some  had  not  hitherto  been  colleflcd,  but  he  be- 
lieved they  would  tiot  fall  far  (hort  of  their  edimatc,  which  was 
taken  at  6oo,oool.  Thefe  were  the  additional  afleifments  of  lad 
fefTion  ;  and  although  the  adual  returns  could  not  yet  be  made. 
Government  had  accounts  which  Would  juftify  his  calculation*  It 
was  now  necelTary  to  apprife  the  Committee,  that  the  AfieflTed 
Taxes  conliftcd  of  two  dcfcriptions,  which  deferved  ^  feparate  con- 
(idcration.  The  firft  dcfcription  comprehended  the  tax  on  houfcs, 
the  tax  on  windows,  the  old  afleflments  upon  hoafes,  the  commu- 
tation tax,  and  the  two  additional  10  per  cent,  duties  upon  the 
whole  amount,  making  in  all  a  general  fum  total  of  150,000!. 
This  the  Committee  would  perceive  was  but  a  fmalt  proportion  of 
the  whole  fum  colle(9ed  by  the  Affeffed  Taxes ;  and  it  eonfequently 
ihewed  that  every  care  had  been  taken  to  avoid  too  hard  a  preffure 
upon  thtife  individuals,  whofe  (ituation  and  eircumftances  claimed 
rdief.  The  other  defcripition  contained  alt  the  fame  charges  upon 
houfcs,  windows;  the  commutation  a6t,  and  the  20  per  cent,  ad- 
ditional duties,  while  1,300,000!.  was  raifed  upon  male  fervanrs, 
horfes,  carriages,  dogs,  and  watches.  It  was  his  intention  there- 
fore, as  thefe  were  chiefly  articles  of  luxury,  to*  triple  the  duties 
lipon  the  latter,  while  he  took  care  to  have  the  proportions  of  the 
former  modified^  In  that  divifion,  however,  the  only  dtflltrence 
from  the  divifion  he  had  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe,  would  be  a  trarB« 
fier  of  the  duties  upon  dogs  and  watches  to  the  firft  chfs  \  becaufe 
^ey  might,  in  general,  be  confidered  as  ttd^  of  affluence.  A  fin- 
gie  dog  or  watch,  hbwever,  would  be  comprehended  in  the  modi- 
fication as  articks  of  convenience,  and  ndt  of  luxury.  Here  the 
Committee  would  obferve  that  there  would  be  no  defalcation  in  the 
eft i  mated  produce  of  the  tax  upon  the  higher  orders,  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  contributions  updn  thofe  who  merely  ftibfcribe  for  con- 
veniences, fince  it  was  evident  the  higher  orders  would  not  only  be 
taxed  for  the  enjoyment  of  their.  luxuries^  but  fof  the  enjoyment  of 
t^ieir  conveniences  alfo«     He  now^  Undertook' fa  flate  to  th#*Com- 


mttfc  the  dlflliftront  profjorttoift  of  contribution  which  bt  (hould  affix 
tovthc  different  claflesof  thofc  hotifekeepcrs  wiio  caoie  under  his 
firft  dcfcription»  of  fubfcribing  only  to  the  houfc.  and  window  tax, 
the  commuution  tax, .  and  the  additional  20*  per  cent,  duties,  tift 
the  gradations  afccnded  to  the  treble  rate.-  Such  perfons  as  inha- 
Jbited  houfes,  without  apportioning  a  part  thereof  to  lodgers,  be 
concluded,  would  not  vnfh  for  exemption  or  relief*  His  next  con- 
fideration  then.,wa$,  to  endeavour  to  determine  at  what  rate  the 
proportions  (hould  be  made,  until  the  gradations  did  attain  the  treble 
rate.  All  houfckcepcrs,  who  paid  the  duties  only  upon  houfcs, 
windows,  and  the  commutation  tax,  would  not  And  a  triple  rate 
of  the  alfelTment  attach,  unlefs  they  already  paid  at  the  rate  of  3I. 
a  3'ear  to  the  Afleflfed  Taxes.  Thus  for  inflancc,  all  who  inha- 
bited houfes,  without  apportioning  a  part  thereof  to  lodgers,  he 
A>nccived  could  not  wi(h  for  exemption  or  relief.  His  next  duty 
then  was,  to  .determine  at  what  rate  the  different  proportions  (hould 
be  fixed  upon  thofe  houfekeepers,  who  fubfcribed  rather  for  conve« 
nieiice  than  luxury,  till  the  gradation  afcended  to  the  treble  rate* 
.Where  the  prefent  rate  was  under  i  L  (for  gentlemen  would  per* 
ceive,.  by  the  papers  on  the  table,  |hat  fo  low  a  contribution  as  3s. 
enly  was  made  in  the  country)  he  ihould  propofe  to  make  an  affcff- 
ment  only  of  one  half  of  the  prefent  rate,  and  circumfcribe  die  pay* 
mene  10  1  qs.  'Where  the  prefent  cite  was  one  pound,  and  under 
two,  he  (hould  propofe  the  increafe  of  a  fingle  rate,  or  2os^,  and 
where*  the  prefeot  rate  w*as  two  pounds^  he  (hould  make .  the  affeff« 
naerit  only  double*  Thus  where  perfons  paid  al.  at  prefent  to  the 
Aflcflcd  Taxes,  they  would  pay  iL  more,  and  where  they  paid 
more  than  two,  but  under  three,  they  would  pay  only  il.  ios« 
Now  gentleipen  would  (ee  by  this  (latement,  how  ^voiirable  the 
plan  was  to  the  poor  and  induilrious  claffesof  fociety,  and  how  was 
its  exten(ion  of  abatement  and  relief;  nearly  330,000  houfekeepers 
would  only  pay  one  half  of  their  prefent  rate,  in  addition  to  what 
they  already  pay,  whtehwas  only  one-iixth  of  the  tax  impofed  upon 
the  higher  ordei;a :  130,000  would  only  fubfcribe  a  lingle  rate  of 
their  prefent  affeffment,  or  one-third  of  what  the  fupcrior  claffea 
would  contribute ;  while  in  the  higher  ordas  of  fociety,  the  du- 
ties levied  would  be  more  than  treble  the  amount  pf  what  they  now 
fub(Qril^e.  There  would  be  70,000  perfons  to  whom  the.incrcs^d 
afleffmcnt .  would  be  only  double,  and  530,000  to  whom  the  iffp^ 
dific^tions  of  abatement  and  relief  would  be  extended.  Notwit^ 
fiandii^'tbefe  modifications,  however  large  and  compreben(ive  as 
tlhey  ^ere,  ko  .had  the  fatisfadtion  to  inform  the  Committee,  that 
VMna  more  minute  invciiigation,  he  had , every  rcafon  tq  belie vt 
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4in€  the  dimindtlon  of  the  prodod  of  the  ttir,  by  fuch  abateoients 
•and  relief,  would  be  left  than  he  had  allowed  for  on  a  former  day. 
There  was  anodier  abatemeAr,  however,  ftill  to  be  allowed  ;  for» 
while  they  endeavcMired  to  raife  a  eootribution  nceefiary  for  the  exi- 
feficiee  of  the  times,  it  wa«  Hieir  duty  to  prevent  any  of  thofe  con- 
tribotions  from  preffing  too  hard  upon  thoTe  peribns,  whofe  condi- 
tion wM  entitled  to  indulgence  and  coniidetation.  fiut  befocd  he 
defcribed  the  nature  of  this  abatement,  he  would  (bte  the  proper- 
lions  whidi  he  intended  to  aflfix  to  thofe  claflfes  who  fubfcribed  be* 
yond  the  tax  which  he  had  already  mentioned,  as  a  limit  afcending 
to  that  chfs  of  pcrfons  who  kept  horfes  and  earriag^,  and  who 
could  not  confctentioufly  demand  the  fame  modification,  9S  they, 
who  at  prefent,  paid  no  more  than  3I.  for  aflrefTments.  He  begged 
leave  to  remind  the  Committee,  that  according  to  the  fiatemenn 
which  he  had  laid  before  them,  there  was  one  clafs  of  people,  con- 
lifting  of  the  poor  and  the  laborious,  which  would  not  eonfribote 
in  any  degree ;  and  he  acquainted  the  Committee,  that  the  fub- 
fcription  of  the  fecond  clafs  would  not  exceed  3!.  It  was  now  his 
thity  to  fubjed  all  thofe  who  paid  at  prefent  far  any  of  thofe  Itnn- 
ties  which  he  had  fpecified,  namely,  Wnfkt  and  carriages,  to  t 
treble  afleflfment,  becaufe  it  muft  be  inferred  from  thdr  appeatanet, 
diat  their  incomes  would  juftify  fuch  an  afleflhient.  The  (imksdf 
dlis  clafs  would  come  in  the  following  order :  All  who  ptid  at  pre- 
ftnt  more  than  30I.  a  year  to  the  MMkA  Taxe%  he  fhoiiM  fop* 
pofe  could  not  be  worth  Icfs  than  loool.  a  year,  and  eoold,  of 
ooorie,  contribute  a  treUe  amount  of  their  prefent  fobfcriptkin.  A 
heavier  rate  than  a  treUe  increafe  of  the  prefent  afleflinems  ought, 
in  due  proportion  to  the  fuppofed  increafe  of  inonine,  to  be  hid 
upon  thofe  perfons  who  pay  at  prefent  more  than  30!.  per  innum 
lo  the  Aflefled  Taxes ;  and,  therefore,  for  thofe  who  at  pident 
paid  from  3ol.  to  50L  he  fliould  propofe  the  iticreafeof  a  treble 
afTeflTment  and  one-half ;  and  far  thofe  who  paid  HKM  than  50I. 
an  afleflment  to  feur  times  tiie  amount  of  ihetr  prefent  contribu- 
tion. This  ftatemcnt  comprifed  the  whole  of  the  diarge,  in  pio^ 
portion  to  the  fuppofed  income  of  the  dificient  dafles  who  were 
to  defray  it ;  and  in  making  that  proportion,  he  aflTured  the  Com- 
nitlee  he  had  endeavoured  to  fix  it  as  equally  as  he  codd,  though 
it  was  certain  fame  cafes  wotdd  eectir,  which  might  heieafter  re- 
quire correAion.  Some  farther  criterion,  for  inftance,  was  heorf* 
iny  to  prevent  the  tax  from  preflSng  too  hard  in  particular  oifes 
i|^on  perfons  already  contributing  beyond  their  doe  proportion;  fer 
it  ib  happened,  that  the  Aflefled  1  axes,  as  he  had  (bied  upon  a 
frnner  diQ^^  preflcd  much  harder  upon  pec^Ie  of  the  fame  dad 
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in  tbe  meOoppliiy  and  large  towns,  than  in  the  country ;  and  he 
had  fecentiy  been  informed  that  on  account  of  local  fituation,  air 
refidcnce  in  a  ftreet,  or  certain  peculiarities  of  trade,  there  was  a , 
grievous  inequalitj.  Some  perfons,  on  account  of  thefe  circum^^ 
fiances,  he  nndcrftood  paid  from  i  to  2,  3,  4,  or  5I.  per  annum, 
more  than  others  of  the  fame  clafs  and  income.  The  only  mode, 
of  oorredlion  which  he  could  fugged,  was  that  of  allowing  an  abate*, 
mcnt  below  the  charge  of  the  aflfeiTment,  on  a  declaration  of  the  peiw 
Ion  fo  furcharged,  not  of  the  precife  amount  of  his  income,  whicb 
might  be  an  imprudent  and  dangerous  rcqueft,  but  on  a  dedaratioi^ 
that  his  income  was  not  fufficient  for  fuch  a  contribution.  Upon 
fuch  a  declaration,  made  before  four  Commiffioners  appointed  for 
fuch  purpofes,  the  party  (hould  be  relieved  in  a  given  proportion  to 
his  competency.  Whether  the  duties  propofed  were  affixed  at  one 
half  of  a  (ingle  rate  of  the  prefent  afleflfments,  or  totp  in  propoition. 
to  treble  their  amount,  it  was  his  intention  to  propofe  a  rdblutioift 
to  the  Committee,  that  if  the  party  afleflfed  fliould  make  a  declanuf 
tion  in  the  manner  above  defcribed  that  his  annual  income  did  not 
amount  to  60I.  he  (hould  be  exempted  from  the  additional  affeff« 
flMfit.  If  his  income  amounted  to  60L  he  (hould  only,  pay  at  the 
nte  of  a  1 20th  part  of  that  income,  which  would  be  a  proportion 
of  I  OS.  And  fo  he  propofed  to  go  on  varying  his  propofitions  in  9 
vqgular  ratio  to  aool.  above  which  he  did  not  intend  to  allow  anjr 
abatement  of  the  treble  duty,  unlefs  a  declaration  (hould  be  made, 
purporting  that  the  chaige  exceeded  one  tenth  of  the  party's  income, 
as  he  never  intended  to  burden  an  income  of  200L  and  upwards^ 
widi  more  than  one-tenth.  As  gentlemen,  however,  ipight  not 
have  clearly  underftood  him,  he  would,  for  the  fake  of  perl picuity» 
recapitulate  the  leading  divifions.  An  income,  as  he  had  before 
oUenred,  under  60L  was  to  be  exempted. 

Income.  Share.  ArmuaJ  Sum. 

(>o£.  (hould  pay  a  20th,  or  a  proportion  of  ;^.  010     o 

80         -         -     60         -         -        —         168 

too         -         -.40         -         •         -         2100 

125  -         33         -         -         -        3  IS     o 

150  -  -      26  -  -  -  7    10      O 

»       • 

200  -  -10  -  -  -20      00 


abatemmitf.he  faU,  he  bad  made  to  prevent  any  accidental 
preffim  i:qppn  perfims  whole  condition  might  not  be  able  to  fuftain  k^ 
and  he  trufted  the  Committee  would  admit  it  tb  be  aa  equal  as  the 
criterion  he  l)ad  to  go  by  woaM  sdlow. 
Voi.iy.  .       Tt 
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His  ntiCt  con(fderation  waS;  in  what  manner  die  modification 
was  to  be  applied.  He  propofed  that  it  (hould  be  applied  as  the 
cafe  of  the  individual  and  circumftances  might  require.  In  regard 
to  what  mode  the  abatement  fhould  be  made,  and  upon  what  proof, 
he  knew  of  none  better  tfean  that  which  he  had  before  ftated,  a  De- 
claration of  the  perfon's  inability  to  paj,  or  of  the  undue  proportion 
of  the  affefltnent  to  his  income.  This  Declaration  (hould  be  con- 
fhrmed,  if  it  were  thought  ncccflTary,  by  oath :  and  he  (hould  with 
tK)  have  It  made  before  perfons  refiding  in  the  fame  pan(h  with  the 
^rfon  who  makes  the  Declaration,  who  muft  in  confequence,  be 
ftippoTed  to  be  better  acquainted  with  his  local  (ituation  and  condi- 
tion, than  others  of  indifFcrtnt  appointment.  In  order  to  render 
ffefe' payment  of  the  tax  more  feciire,  he  (hould  wi(h  to  have  the 
iWWics  of  the  pcHbns  applying  for  abatement,  together  with  thdr 
deciararioQ,'  and  the  amount  of  the  relief  which  they  (hould  apply 
for,  made  public.  .  For,  as  he  conceived  the  Committee  would 
agree  with  1)im  in^he  defire  not  to  have  a  greater  burden  impofcd 
upon  any  indTvidual  than  he  was  able  to  bear,  (b  on  the  other  hand, 
he  conceived  that  every  pcrfon  applying  fof  relief  would  be  contented 
tt>  declare  what  the  amount  of  his  income  was.  This  was  the 
extent  of  the  propofition  which  he  (hould  afterwards  fubmit  to  the 
Coipmittee  upon  that  fubje6l.  On  a  former  day  he  had  propqfed 
chat  no  exerhption  (hootd  be  made  in'  favour  of  thofe  perfons  who 
had  contriboted  to  the  AfleiTed  Taxes  in  any  confiderable  degree 
daring  the  prcfent  year,  unlefs  a  change  of  circumftances  rendered 
Iiich  an  exemption  nc^flary,  and' a  declaration  were^madcto  diat 
tff^*  He  'had  finoe  been  induced  to  believe  that  fuch  an  cxcmp' 
tion  would  neither  be  necc(fary  or-  advifeable,  and  therefore  the  only 
fo^ivilege  he  ftiould  affix  to  perfons  in  that  condition  would  be» 
leave  for  them  to  make  a -declaraf ion  in  the  ordinary  way.  He 
next  informed  the  Committee  of  his  intention  to  propofe,  that  it 
(hould  be  ena«3edj  that  in  dating  the  income  to  the  Commiflioners, 
there  (hoiild  liot  be  a  (latenient  on  the  oppoiite  (ide  of  the  taxes 
among  the  other  articles  of  expenditure,  and  his  wi(h  to  exclude  die 
ftatement  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  pcrfon  applying  for  relief,  was, 
becaufe  there  were  many  inftanccs  where  other  people  paid  a  laiger 
late  than  the  propornon  of  their  income.  Of  this  cli&  were  inn- 
keepers, who,'  on  account  of  the  extent  of  their  buildings  and  the 
inlmber  of  windows,:  paid  five  or  ten  times  as  much  as  other  people 
df  similar  fink  and  flation.  The  fiime' thing- i^oold  apply  to 
many  other  trades ;  bur  as  he  wi(hed  to  avoid  a(  oompticale  detail  of 
the  exemptions  which  (hould  be  flfibrded  to.  ^flkrent  people  of  this 
da(8  of  different  incomes,  he  chofe  rather  ID  leave  At  wliok  of 
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•thefe  moklificalions  ftild  sbatements^to  the  decifion  of  the  ComipUr 
fioners  upon  a  declaration.  In  refped  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Commiffioners,  he  wiQied  to  have  the  inveftigation  affigned  to  thei9> 
who,  from  local  fituation,  and  other  contingenciesy  might  be  fup- 
pofed  tP  be  moft  familiar  with  the  true  fiate  of  the  perfon*s  condi>- 
tioD  who  came  to  make  the  declaration.  For  thisreafon  he  (hould 
wi(h  to  have  them  appointed  out  of  each  parifh,  and  to  feled  thofe 
houiekeq>er8''  who  already  pid  the  largeft  proportion  to  the  Aflefled 
Taxea,  and  who,  from  their  (ituation  and  ciK:um(lancr3,  would  n<^ 
be  likely  to  want  relief  themfelves.  If  more  of  thefe  were  nomt^ 
nated  than  the  neceflary  number,  he  (hould  wi(h'  to  have  the  aph 
pointment  aOiigned  by  lot,  and  appoint  the  fub-tdivifion  to  another 
diftrid»  This  included  all  the  regulations  which  he  (hould  at  prb- 
fent  fubmit  to  the  Committee.  He  had  other  refolutions  to  offef, 
which  he  ftiould  referve  to  a  fubfequenc  period,  as  they  did  not  now 
apply.  Where  a  favourable  change  of  circum(tances  had  prodtKcd 
an  increafed  rate  of  the  z&ScA  taxes  in  the  prefent  year,  and  fuch 
dianges  did  happen  every  year,  it  was  his  intention  to  propofe  a  re- 
folution,  that  the  additional  Aifc(rment  (hould  fall  on  the  incieafe, 
and  where  cafes  occurred  of  an  increafed  income,  he  (hould  pix)pafe 
to  treble  the  rate  of  die  prefent  zddSvnaiU  . 

He  would  now  (bte  how  far  the  diflerent  modifications  and 
abatements  were  likely  to  a(!e6t  the  general  prbduce  of  the  tax ;  and 
here  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  Committee,  that  he  had  e(H- 
mated  the  produce  at  2,700,0001.  only  ;  though  a  treble  increafe 
of  the  prefent  AfTelTed  Taxes,  fuppoiing  them  to  be  of  the  amount 
which  be  had  eftimated,  would  be  8,i6iyOooL  From  the  pre- 
fent amount,  the  charge  of  colledlion  was  to  be  deduded,  which 
amounted  to  90,0001.  I'he  charge  of  coUedion,  however,  for 
the  new  Aifeffment  would  be  fmall  in  proportion,  as  the  fame  per* 
ions  wodd  be  able  to  coUedt  both.  But  yet  they  would  have  a 
claim  to  (bme  remuneration  for  their  trouble  and  exertion,  though 
they  could  not  expert  to  be  paid  for  that  increafe  of  trouble  at  the 
fame  rate  of  poundage.  As  the  prefent  charge  of  colledion 
amounted  to  little  lefs  than  ioo,oool.  the  triple  amount  of  that 
fum,  which  would  then  only  be  in  proportion  to  the  afleflment, 
would  be  300,0001.  but  he  would  only  take  2*3ds  of  that  amount 
for  the  charge  of  colle£Kon,  namely,  2oo,oool  leaving  the  other 
xooyoool.  to  be  applied  to  the  other  modifications.  -  The  general 
amount  then,  he  trufted,  would  not  be  lefs  than  he  had  (bited,  that 
was,  upwards  of  8,ooo,oool.  but  gentlemen  would  recoiled  that  it 
waa  not  poffiblc  to  obtab^  any  accurate  account  of  what  the  abate* 
menu  foe  the  whole  of  the  kingdom  would  amount  to,  as  he  had 
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4)ecn  able  to  collt&  the  accounts  ibr  4-5ths  ofity.    So{>po(ing,  howk. 
'^ver^  that  the  remaining  counties  would  form  an  average  with  thofe 
'tvhich  had  already  delivered  their  accounts,  he  believed  the  lois 
would  not  be  more  than  900,000!.  or  i  million.    The  iofles  upon 
certain  claflcs  of  the  abatennent  certainly  made  the  increafed  afleff- 
mem  in  particular  inftances'fall  far  (hort  of  a  triple  affcfltnent ;  but 
'as  a  rate  of  three  and  a  half  and  four  times  the  value  of  the  pre- 
*fent  aflefTment  would  be  raifed  from  thofe  perfons  who  at  prefent 
"paid  more  than  50I.  i  year,  that  would  make  the  additional  be- 
tween 4  and  50O1O00I.  more  in  the  general  produce  than  a  triple 
-affeffment,  and  make  the  general  average  annount,  as  he  had  befbic 
iatd,  to  litlelefs  than  89000,000!.     Now  it  was  to  be  obferved, 
that  where  a  perfon  had  not  an  income  of  60].  a  year,  Ke  could 
claim  exemption  ;  and  however  his  income  might  be  limited  up  to 
'«  certain  amount  he  received  a  diminution.     But  here  it  was  id  be 
recollefied,  that  he  could  not  make  any  accurate  cafeulation,  for  die 
only  ground  of  proceeding  was  the  fuppofed  adual  incoinc.     If 
-the  calculation  of  income  could  be  made  with  accomcy,  clic  crite- 
rion of  the  prefent  Afleflfed  Taxes  would  be  unneeeflaiy,  and  the 
actual  flate  of  ikicome  might  have  been  taken  in  the  firft  inftanoe. 
What  the  abatements  might  be,  therefore,  was  merely  conjedual  ^ 
but  what  was  not  conjedural,  would  be  the  relief  which  the  plan 
would  aflbrd  in  certain  cafes,  in  proportion  to  the  income,  and  the 
modification  which  he  had  (tated,  appeared  to  obtain  fo  eficntial  a 
'  relief,  that  he  fhould  propofe  a  refolution  for  it.    As  this  abatement 
.would  only  apply  to  thofe  who  did  not  poflefs  an  income  of  20 oi. 
a  year,  tliere  would  not  be  many,  he  conceived,  wlio  would  daim 
it,  for  there  were  many  perfons  who  reiided  in  the  country,  who 
paid  but  61.  or  7I.  a  year  to  the  Afleflfed  Taxes.  What  die  amGunt 
of  fuch  abatements  might  be,  therefore,  he  did  not  ktx>w  ;  but  ss 
he  had  taken  only  7  millions  for  the  general  amount,  though  the 
average  of  a  triple  affeiTment  would  be  S, 000,000,  hetmfteddicre 
would  flill  be  room  left  for  his  abatemems.     Agahift  this  expefled 
redudion,  much  might  be  (aid  aifo  upon  a  more  rigid  enfbrceinent 
of  the  due  collection  of  the  tax.     The  prefent  plan  was  not  the 
firft  which  led  to  the  difcovery  of  evaflon,  but  the  inveftigstian 
made,  in  order  to  render  the  plan  more  accurate,  had  ^rt^unly  con- 
firmed  it.     He  was  forry  lo  fay,  that  a  moft  fhameful  evafion  did 
txiRi  and  gentlemen  would  fee,  in  looking  over  Ae  aoeounis  upon 
the  taUe,  many  perfons  of  the  fame  ctafs  as  themfelvee  who  om- 
tributed  in  a  very  difproportioruice  -degree;  •    He  was  rtfoltmd,  how- 
ever, if  poffible,  to  put  an  end  lalhifr'faRxiffiraad;  for  as  on  the 
^«ne  kani  Ik  had«dhooveFed  a  eodfideiabk  fraud  in  tho^rtama  iif  4if- 
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fierent  ooondes  of  the  namber  of  horict^  ib  beliad  cvoy  .tedbnlo 
hope,  that  the  returns  of  the  other  counties  which  were  not  yet 
made,  would  lead  to  others.  He  was  afraid  to  mention  the  inftances 
of  evafion  he  had  dete6kedy  for  the  (ake  of  the  pcrfoiis  and  the  pbces 
to  which  they  belonged ;  but  he  thought  if  the  (nrti^  had  any  fcnfe 
of  (haroe  remaining,  they  ought  to  lode  with  Ihame  on  tfaeic  paft 
condud.  Apprehenfive  of  the  fear  of  ponifhrneot,  jpme.oit  theoip 
perhaps,  might  hereafter  come  forward,  and  eodcavoiir  Co  aMie  ht 
their  £iult,  and  therefore  he  thought  feme  induigcnlDe  (houU  he 
given  rerrofpeAivdy  to  thofe  who  paid  the  amount  of  their  arrcanu 
A  fine  ihould  be  impofcd  upon  the  reft.  He  had  nqthii^  fliore  to 
offer  to  the  oonfidention  of  the  Committee,  except  9he  other  modi- 
ficaticm,  which  he  would  recommend  to  their  attettfion.  .Whcue 
Che  taxes  were  increafed  by  a  large  and  numerous  jfamtfy,  he  thougfit 
there  ihould  be  fome  exemption.  In  what  prpportion  that  exemp- 
tion ou|^t  to  be  made  he  (hould  leave  fbr.a^fubieqtient  difcufltoQ. 
But  where  the  family  was  large,  and  the  diilden  unmarried,  he 
thought  the  rate  ffaould  be  taken  one  or  two  dafles  below  the  in- 
coiRe,  and  where  there  was  no  family ,  the  rate  ought  to  be  taken  one 
or  two  clailes  above  it.  It  was  not  neceflary  for  him  to  ibtc  moie 
at  prefent.  All  he  (hould  add ,  was  feme  g^oeiai  obferrations  00  hia 
plan.  If  it  was  right  to  make  unufual  and  vigorous  evertions,  it 
was  a  matter  of  neceffity  alfo,  that  thofe  exerrions  (hould  be  confined 
within  reafenabie  bounds.  The  principal  point  of  inquiry  then  was, 
what  mode  was  heft  i  That  certainty  which  afaertained  the 
proportions  of  contribution  as  nearly  as  poflible  to  the  ai^ual 
amount  of  property  aod^  income.  Could  there  he  a  call  then 
upon  income  more  general,  more  eflfedual,  or  more  comprehend 
five  than  that  which  he  had  propofed  ?  Coidd  there  be  a  ^an 
which  embraced  more  ncceiiary  abatements,  which  allowed  more 
juii  and  neceflary  exemptions,  which  was  founded  on  a  more  accu- 
rate criterion,  or  which  regulated  the  proporticms  of  wealth,  ctrcum- 
fianoe,  and  iituation,  with  more  fair  and  equal  jtifiioe  i  Or  oouM 
any  plan  be  fuggefted  which  would  be  better  than  this  applied  to  the 
£in)e'Critcrion  ^  The  demand  was,  to  be  fure,  a  gieat  one  ;  buttbe 
demand  muft  be  a  great  one,  for  there  was  no  way  of  drawing  7 
millions  out  of  the  podcets  of  the  fubjeAs  without  makii^  ^em 
feniible  of  the  grievance.  The  queftion  was,  ought  we,  or  opgj^t 
we  not,  to  enoDunter  great  and  estraordinary  difficulties  fer  the  de- 
fence of  our  country,  the  prefervatioo  of  our  property,  the  fafety  #f 
our  families,  the  fecurity  of  our  freedom,  and  the  innumerable  other 
pcivikgcs  which  we  enjoy  I  Oug^  or  ought  we  not,  to  determine 
looMke  any  wlmttary  laciifioet  rather  than  fubmit  to  theinfetent 
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i&  Iflls  than,  the  fum  of  6bl.  be  exempted  from  the  did  addmoml 
Aitjj  and  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  annual  income  amounts  to  6ol. 
or  more,  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  inritled  to  fuch  an  abatement  of  the 
ailditional  xkity  to  be  granted,  as  may  be  neceifary  to  reduce  tfie 
lame  m  each  cafe  rcfpe£tively,  in  the  proportion  hereinafter  (bted ; 
tl^istaf^, 
.  <<  \yhere  the  (ad  annual  income  (ball  appear  to  be  not  lefs  than. 


♦        4' 


£•  £' 

60  but  under  65  to  a  fum  not  exceeding 

is 

So 
»5 

^J 
too 

"S 
Ho 

#30 

»3$ 
140 

i$o 

"55 

160 

165 

170 

«75 
180 

185 
190 

*95 

200 


70 

75 
80 

85 
90 

95 

<oo 

I05 
no 

.115 

120 

135 

130 

»3S 
140 

150 

»S5 
160 

165 

170 

«75 
180 

18s 

190 

195 

200 


;i2opait  of  tliefaine. 

-95 

.70 

-6s 
•  60 

-55 
-50 

-45 
.40 
.38 

-36 
-34 

-3* 

-30 
-28 

.26 

-24 

•22 
-20 
.19 
.18 
-17 
.16 

-»5 
-14 

-»3 
-12 

•It 
-10 


*'  And  where  die  faid  annual  income  (hall  appear  to  be  not 
lefs  than  200I.  every  fuch  perfon  (hall  be  entitled  to  fudi  an  abate- 
ment of  the  additional  duty  now  granted  as  may  be  neceflaiy  to  re* 
duce  the  lame  in  each  cafe  refpe£tively  to  a  fum  not  exoeediif 
one-tenth  part  of  the  fitid  income. 
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"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  towards 
raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  every  perfon  whofe 
laft  aflefTment  (hall  be  increafed  by  any  furchtrge  to  be  allowed^ 
fhall  becharged,  in  rerpe<^  of  fuch  increafed  aflefTment,  in  the 
like  proportion  as  If  fuch^uithai^ge  had  formed  a  part  of  the  original 
alTciTment. 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  towards  raifing' 
the  fupply  grantcfj  to  His  Majefty,  every  perfon  who  (hall  by  any 
alTeirmcnt  to  be  made  after  the  5th  day  of  April,  1798,  beaileiled 
in  refpeA  of  the  duties  now  payable  to  a  greater  amount  than  the 
amount  contained  in  the  prior  afTefTment,  (hall  be  charged  with  a 
^rtber  additional  rate  or  duty,  in  proportion  to  fuch  latter  afle(f-^' 
ment,  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  in  which  fuch  lattef  , 
aiTelTment  (hall  be  made. 

^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  towards  raifing 
the  iiipply  granted  to  His  Majefty,  ever;^  perfon  t\ot  a(re(fed  within 
the  year  ending  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1798,  to  any  of  th6 
duties  now  payable,  and  who  (hall  be  ^e(red  to  any  of  the  faid 
duties  -in  any  fubfequent  year,  (hall  be  charged  with  the  like  addi^ 
tional  rate  or  duty,  on  the  amount  of  fuch  aifeiTment,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  year  in  which  fuch  SiffcStncnt  (hall  be  made* 
and  fubjeft  to  the  like  abatement  as  if  fuch  perfon  had  been  afTeflfed 
to  the  faid  duties  within  the  year  ending  on  the  5  th  day  of  Aprils 
1798." 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  (aid,  that  when  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  brought  forward  his  propofitlon  on  a  fohtief 
night,  he  (Sir  William)  did  nut  trouble  the  Committee,  becadfe  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  not  pvppofed  any  fpeclfic  refolutlon 
to  be  agreed  upon  then,  but  had  merely  ftated  the  general  outline 
of  his  plan,  and  allowing  time  for  its  mature  confideration.  He 
highly  approved  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  conduct  in  this 
prricular ;  i|  was  Certainly  right  to  give,  not  only  the  Members  ot 
that  Houfe,  but  the  public  at  large,  time  to  confider  of  the  burdens 
which  it  was  intended  to  propofe.  He  knew  the  orders  of  that 
Houfe  would  not  allow  of  petitibning  againft  tax  bilU,  but  ht  Could 
not  approve  of  the  principle  upon  which  that  Refolutlpn  was 
founded  It  was  founded  upon  an  unjuft  fuppofition,  that  the 
People  were  averfe  from  paying  t^xes*  Formerl]^,  when  the  fyftent 
of  raifing  money  was  fo  totally  difierent  from  what  it  is  now,  and 
before  the  fyftem  of  borrowing  had  been  introduced,  by  which 
money  was  got  fo  cheaply,  at  lea(t  at  the  prefent,  the  People  were, 
certainly  averfe  to  taxation ;  but  fitice  the  mode  of  taxadon  hf 
loans  had  been  introduced|  h^  was  convinced  that  the  People  wct# 
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XnoTc  indifferent  upon  the  fubjefl.  Whenever  the  People  enter- 
tained an  opinion  that  they  were  well  governed,  they  vuuld,  he  i^as 
l*urc,  pay  their  taxes  without  reluflancc.  Upon  this  principle,  he 
thought  there  (hould  always  be  time  given  to  them  to  confidcr  of  the 
burdens  which  were  to  be  impofed  upon  them  ;  and  it  muft  give  the 
Public  great  fatisfaclion  to  find  that  they  were  not  to  be  taken  Ihort 
upon  a  fubjcdl  which  fo  intimately  concerned  thcm»  but  that  the 
Government  placed  confidence  enough  in  them  to  confult  them  upon 
fo  important  a  fubjedl. 

With  refpcS  to  this  plan  of  taxation,  he  approved  of  it  very 
much  ;  he  thought  the  fyftem  of  raifing  the  fupplies  of  the  year 
within  the  year,  was  extremely  proper,  and  therefore  he  (hould  fup- 
port  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  propofitlon^  as  hr  as  it  went. 
This  was  not  a  new  opinion  of  his,  he  had  exprelTed  it  upon 
a  former  occafion  j  and  he  was  not  difpofed  at  prefem  in  any  de- 
gree to  alter  the  opinion  he  formerly  entertained.  He  therefore 
thought  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  entitled  not  only  to  the 
fupport^  but  to  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe,  not  otAy  for  the  gene- 
ral plan^  but  for  the  modification  he  had  fuggefted.  There  could  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  burden  ought  to  be  impofed  upon  thofe  who 
were  the  beft  able  to  bear  it.  But  he  was  afraid,  that  notwith- 
lUnding  every  modification  that  could  be  fuggefied,  there  would  be 
ftill  confiderablc  inequirf'ty  in  the  operation  of  this  tax.  There  was 
no  doubt  but  fomc  men  of  large  property  fpend  lefs  than  men  pof- 
fcflcd  of  much  inferior  fortunes,  and  confcquently  would  pay  lefs  to 
this  tax.  But  (iill,  Ai'here  a  burden  was  extended  over  a  great 
country,  as  it  would  be  by  this  tax,  its  operation  would  not  be  fo 
fcverely  felt  as  in  many  other  cafes.  In  many  of  the  taxes,  the 
burden  fell  only  upon  the  honeft  part  of  the  community,  for  the 
fmuggler  and  contraband  dealer  paid  nothing.  But  though  fomc 
inconveniencies  might  rrfult  from  this  plan^  fiill  he  did  not  from 
thence  mean  to  argue  that  the  plan  ought  to  be  vejeded,  bccaufe 
maoy  alterations  and  amendments  might  be  made  in  the  vaiious 
iiagcs  of  the  bill ;  but  that  was  a  fubje£t  for  future  difcufriofi. 

He  was  inclined  to  carry  this  principle  of  providing  th&  whole 
9f  the  fupply,  farther  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exdiequer  had 
done  ;  and  he  was  fure  that  the  burden  would  be  lefs  felt  by  the 
Qomnluniiy  at  large,  if  the  plan  had  been  formed  upon  a  larger 
fealc.  He  did  not  cxpefl  to  find  many  gentlemen  who  would  go 
to  the  whole  extent  of  his  ideas  upon  this  fubjed,  but  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  ftate  them,,  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  The 
(reat  difficulty  that  w*ould  arife  from  carrying  the  prefent  plan  into 
cxecutioil,  would  bc>  tliat  many  per(c^'nbw  lived  up  to  the  full 
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extent  of  their  incomes ;  and  if  that  was  the  cafe,  how  were  they  to 
find  the  money  to  pay  an  additional  tax,  to  fo  large  an  amount  ?  The 
law  required,  and  very  properly*  that  the  King's  taxes  fhould  be  pai4 
firfl;  but  if  a  man  had  no  money,  what  was  he  to  doJ  Could  he 
borrow  any  money  r  Certainly  not —and  for  a  very  obvbus  reafon  ; 
Government  gave  fuch  exorbitant  intcreft,  that  an  individual  could 
not  poflibly  expect  any  body  to  lend  him  money  at  5  per  cent.  So 
that  after  all  the  modifications  that  had  been  propofed,  and  I  • 
admitted  that  great  care  had  been  taken  to  fugged  every  pof« 
iible  modification,  yet  the  didrefs  arifing  from  this  meafure,  in  its 
prefent  extent,  might  be  very  ferious  indeed.  Suppofe,  indcad  of 
raifing  a  fum  of  feven  millions  in  the  manner  now  propofcd,  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  propofcd  to  rajfc  the  fum  of  nine- 
teen million,  or  even  twenty-one  niillions  in  the  year,  he  (Sir  yViU 
liam)  was  convinced  that  It  would  be  felt  lighter  by  the  Country 
than  railing  the  feven  millions.  In  the  fird  place,  if  the  whole  fum 
had  been  raifcd  within  the  year,  Government  would  not  have  had 
occafion  to  borrow  any  money  ;  and  if  they  did  not  borrow,  then 
individuals  might. 

A  man  who  wanted  money,  might  borrow  it  at  5  per  cent. ;  but 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  as  Government  were  going  to  have  a  loan,  no* 
body  would  lend  his  money  to  an  individual  for  5  percent,  when  he 
could  get  fo  much  more  by  lending  it  to  Government.  He  was  aware 
that  this  idea  of  his  raifing  the  fum  of  twenty-one  millions  in  the 
year  might  appear  rather  extravagant ;  but  he  had  confidered  iC 
minutely,  and  was  convinced  of  its  practicability.  There  were 
many  propofitions  which,  at  firft  fight,  appeared  objedionablc,  and 
were  impofTibk,  which,  upon  more  mature  confideration,  would 
turn  out  to  the  extremely  beneficial.  He  had  revolved  this  fubjeQ 
very  much  in  his  mind,  and  was  convinced  that  this  Country  would 
derive  great  benefit  from  its  adoption  ;  but  in  the  extent  that  it  was 
now  propofcd,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  fo  advantageous. 

Xhc  right  honourable  gentleman  had  ftated,  that  there  was  to  be 
a  loan  of  twelve  millions ;  every  body  knew  what  large  intereft 
Government  mufi,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Funds,  give  (or 
money  ;  then  how  could  a  private  perfon  borrow  any  money,  who 
was  not  allowed  by  law  to  give  more  than  5  per  cent.  ?  It  was 
very  well  known,  that  the  confequence  of  People  getting  fuch  large 
intereft  in  the  Public  Funds  was,  that  the  Country  was  in  a  manner 
drained  of  moneys— If  the  plan  was  adopted,  in  the  extent  he  pro* 
pofcd,  this  inconvenience  would  he  avoided  ;  and  as  the  Public 
would  have  no  occafion  to  borrow,  then  a  private  perfon  might  be 
abk  to C^  ^-     It  appeared  to  him  to.be  a  great  and  no|^le  plan,  ap4 
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one  that  would  enable  the  country  to  cany  on  the  war  (or  manf 
years  to  come.  The  faving  that  would  be  made  by  the  adoption 
of  his  plan  was  obvious  ;  for  Government  now  paid  8  per  cent, 
for  money,  and  that  expcnce,  of  courfc,  fell  upon  the  Public  at 
large ;  but  in  the  way  he  propofed,  inftcad  of  8,  the  Public  would 
only  have  5  per  cent,  to  pay.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
certainly  gone  very  far  In  propofing  it  to  the  extent  he  had  done  ; 
he  was  entitled  to  great  merit  for  the  manly  manner  in  which  he 
had  come  forward.  This  certainly  was  a  mode  of  raiGng  money 
which  could  not  have  been  pradtifed  when  the  funding^  fyftctn  firil 
began  ;  but  the  (ituation  of  the  Country  was  materially  altered  fince 
that  period  ;  ai^d  he  was  fure  it  might  be  now  adopted,  not  only 
without  hardfliip,  but  with  cafe  to  the  Public,  even  to  the  extent 
of  the  whole  fum  ncceflTary  for  the  fupplics  of  the  year.  He  va$ 
even  convinced,  that 'it  could  not  only  be  done  this  year,  but  for 
fome  years  to  come.  This  was  a  new  idea,  and  certainly  might,  at 
firft  vie^ir,  appear  rather  objedionable  ;  but  he  was  convinced  that 
it  might  eafily  be  carried  into  cflfeft.  He  was  pcrfcflly  willing  to  draw 
out  his  plan  in  detail,  and  would  give  both  his  time  and  attendance 
In  order  to  bring  it  to  perfeflion,  without  requiring  any  reward  for 
his  trouble,  except  the  pleafure  he  (hould  derive  from  the  confciouf- 
ncfs  of  fcrving  his  Country.  But  there  were  fome  other  points 
which  would  naturally  occur  to  thofe  who  confidcred  this  fubjefl. 
It  would  be  afked,  and  with  propriety,  what  fccurity  the  Public 
had,  that,  after  advancing  fo  large  a  fum  of  money,  it  would  be 
better  difpofed  than  that  which  they  had  already  given  f  The  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  dated,  on  a  former  night,  that  great  re- 
ductions had  been  made  in  the  expenditure  of  the  Country,  with- 
out making  diminution  in  its  force.  The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  eftimated  this  faving  at  no  left  a  fum  than  (ix  miiltons. 
Would  not  the  People  very  naturally  afk,  why  thcfe  fix  millions 
had  not  been  favcd  before,  if  it  could  have  been  done  without  re- 
ducing the  force  of  the  Country  too  much  ?  For  his  part,  he  was 
perfeflly  convinced  that  we  (hould  not  have  a  man  lefs  employed. 
'This  proved,  that  the  Public  gi^ve  their  monc}'  too  readily,  and  too 
liberallv. 

He  was  aware,  that  at  this  jun£lure  the  People  of  England  muil 
come  forward  with  energy ;  but  he  was  convinced  we  could  not 
cru(h  the  enemy  by  carrying  on  a  defcnfive  war,  and  therefore  he 
was  for  more  decifivc  meafures.  The  tone  which  the  enemy  had 
taken  up  lately,  was  enough  to  animate  every  man.  He  fhould  not 
Gonfider  the  queftion  now  as  a  queftion  of  the  conqueft  of  an  tfland 
or  a  fort :  for  the  language  the  f  nemy  had  ufed  to  us  was  fuch  as  to 
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make  every  man  ivho  had  the  feelings  of  a  man,  willing  to  rifle 
his  all  to  continue  the  conteft.  Thcfe  were  his  opinions  ;  but  he 
did  not  approve  of  the  idea  of  a  defenfive  war,  becaufe  he  did  not 
think  it  could  be  carried  on  longer  with  advantage  to  this  Country, 
He  was  willing  to  believe^  that  the  finances  of  the  enemy  were 
much  more  deranged  than  ours  were  \  but  then  they  did  not  mind 
breaking  their  faith,  and  public  credit  they  knew  nothing  about ; 
but  it  was  impoflible  for  this  Country  to  do  as  they  did  ;  we  paid 
every  body,  and  religioufly  kept  our  faith  ;  and  therefore  he  was  of 
opinion  that  we  could  not  bring  them  to  reafon  by  the  mere  opera- 
tion of  a  defenfive  war.  Who  were  our  allies  ?  We  had  Por» 
tugal ;  but  (he  was  an  ally  whom  we  muft  defend  at  an  enormous^ 
expence.  But  had  we  an  ally  upon  the  Continent  ?  Had  not  the 
French  increafed  their  dominions  to  a  mod  enormous  extent? 
There«  could  be  no  doubt  how  thefe  queftions  mud  be  anfwered: 
then  it  would  naturally  be  aflced,  if  we  had  taken  due  pains  to 
awaken  the  other  powers  on  the  Continent  to  a  due  fenfe  of  their 
intereft,  and  to  fecure  their  alliance  ?  In  the  rign  of  Louis  XIV. 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  able  to  form  and  to  keep  up  a  power-  . 
ful  alliance  to  check  the  ambitious  projefts  of  that  Prince,  and 
furely  no  body  could  fay  that  Europe  was  in  fo  perilous  a  fituation 
then  as  at  prefent. 

What  was  the  reafon  that,  at  fuch  a  crifis  as  the  prefent,  we  had 
not  been  able  to  preferve  one  ally  ?     Our  enemies,  indeed,  talked 
of  the  domineering  fpirit  of  the  enemy,  and  accufcd  us  of  enriching 
ourfelves  at  the  expence  of  the  reft  of  Europe;  but  thefe  were, 
charges  for  which  there  was  no  foundation.     He  knew  Engliflimen 
when  abroad  were  apt  to  aflume  a  high  tone,  and  to  behave  with, 
fome  d^ree  of  pride ;  but  then  foreigners  knew   them   to  be  an  ' 
honeft,  open-hearted,  generous  people,  and  always  thought  well  of 
them.     But  as  to  the  lofty  and  imperious  tone  aflumed  b^  people  -. 
in  office  to  Foreign   Powers,  he  thought  very  differently  about  it,  . 
and  was  not  furprized  at  Foreign  Powers  being  offended  at  it.     As 
to  what  the  DireAory  had  faid  of  our  enriching  ourfelves  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  other  nations,  it  was  perfedUy  abfurd.     It  was  well  known 
that  the  only  means  we  had  of  enriching  ourfelves,  was  by  fellir^ 
them  our  commodities  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  could  get  them 
elfewjiere.     It  was  therefore  perfedt  nonfenfe  to  charge  us  with 
unfairly  enriching, ourfelves  at  their  expence.    There  muft  be  fome 
caufe  why  we  could  not  retain  our  allies,  as  well  now,  when  they 
had  fo  much  more  intcreft  in  remaining  faithful  to  us,  as  we  did 
during  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.     Thefe  were  points  which  would 
very  naturally,  and  very  properly  occur  to  tlie  public,  when  they 
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lArere  c&lkd  upon  to  pay  lai||o  fami  of  tiiDncy*  But  if  wc  perfificd 
in  tfaij  plan  of  a  defcnHve  war,  might  it  not  be  inquired — What 
the  ec^emy  were  likely  to  do,  in  the  mean  time,  with  Hamburgh  and 
with  Switzerland,  to  whom  their  conduct  was  very  fufpicious  c 
Why  were  wc  not  endeavouring,  at  this  moment  to  ftir  up  the 
Powers  of  the  Continent  to  fupport  a  caufc  in  which  they  were  in- 
finitely marc  intorefted  than  wc  were  ?  With  refped,  however,  to 
the  plan  before  the  Committee,  it  had  his  approbation  ;  the  only 
fault  he  found  with  it  was,  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  If  it 
were  carried  to  a  greater  extent,  he  was  fure  it  would  not  only  be 
more  produdive,  but  its  operation  would  be  Itfs  feverely  felt  by 
che  public ;  and,  bcHdcs,  it  would  jiave  a  tendency  to  promote  the 
agriculture  and  the  trade  of  the  country.  In  the  extent  in  which  it 
was  now  propofcd,  notwithdanding  every  modification  that  could  be 
devifed,  it  would  fall  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  \  for  fup- 
pofe  a  man  chofc  to  give  up  his  coach,  would  not  that  ultimately  fall 
upon  the  coach-maker,  and  the  perfons  employed  by  him  ?  Mod 
undoubtedly  it  would.  He  thought  it  right  to  throw  out  thefe  ob- 
fervations  for  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  and  he  truited  gently 
men  would  attend  anxioufly  to  the  fubjedi  during  all  the  Images  of 
the  bill.  There  was  one  other  obfervation  that  occurred  to  him, 
wliich  was,  that  there  were  fomc  landlords  who  let  their  houfcs  upon 
'th6  <;ondition  of  paying  the  Affeffcd  Taxes  themfelvcs.  He  foppofed 
this  tax  could  not  be  intended  to  operate  upon  them,  bccaufe  it  was 
intended  to  attach  only  upon  expenditure.  Upon  all  the  grounds 
which  he  had  ftated,  he  (hould  fupport  this  meafure,  though  he 
ftiould  have  done  it  with  greater  pleafure  if  it  had  been  carried  to 
fei  greater  extent. 

Earl  TEMPLE  rofe  to  give  hiy  entire  aflfent  to  the  meafure  now 
'  propofed.  He  thought  it  was  one  highly  de ferving  of  the  approba- 
tion of  the  Houfe.  He  was  the  more  plcafed  with  it  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  introduced,  becaufe  Government  had  now  af- 
fumed  that  tone  of  confidence  which  he  thought  became  them,  arnl 
which  he  was  lincerely  forry  they  had  not  aflumed  fooner.  At  the 
fame  time  he  could  not  but  lament  that  this  plan  was  not  more  .ge- 
neral and  more  cxtcnlive.  He  was  pcrfc<Slly  aware  of  the  rifquc  he 
.had  at  ftake  in  the  prefent  conteft,  and  felt,  as  he  hoped  «very  man 
in  the  Houfe  and  every  man  in  the  Country  fck,  willing  to  give  iqi 
a  part  to  prefervc  the  remainder.  He  was  forry  to  obferve  that 
there  were  many  Capitalifts  in  this.  Country  who  by  no  means  con- 
tributed their  fair  proportion  to  the  public  exigencies,  and  he  was 
afraid  that  this  tax  would  fall  moft  heavily  upon  pc^rions  of  two, 
^^'rcc,  and  four  hundred  pounds  a  year,  who  livt}d  in  the  country. 


and  who  were  certainly  a  moft  ofefri  and  mdft  refpc^ablc  ix)dyHrf' 
men.  He  (hould  hjtvc  been  extremely  happy  if  the  ChanccUot  of 
the  Exchequer  could  have  fuggefted  a  plan  that  would  haVe  avoided 
thcfe  difficulties  ;  but  at  prcfent  he  (hould  give  his  vote  in  favour  of 
the  rcfolutions  now  propofcd.     •         • 

Sk  ROBERT  MACKRETH  difapprovcd  of  the  pl?n,  and 
fubniittcd  to  the  Committee  a  -new  one  which  he  wifhcd  to  be  fub- 
ftituted  in  hs  place.  York  and  Middlefcx  were  the  only  counties 
in  which  property  was  rcgiftered,  this  regulation  fliould  be  extended 
to  all  the  other  counties  ;  it  was  well  known  that  all  the  lands  in 
the  kingdom  were  mortgaged  for  two- thirds  of  their  value.  In  the 
linglc  inftance  of  the  firft  Lord  Mansfield,  it  was  a  well  authenti- 
cated hQj  that  he  had  not  lefs  than  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  fecured  by  mortgage  ;  he  would  therefore  propofe  a  tax  on 
TTiorrgagcs  as  one  that  was  highly  equitable^  and  muft  prove  very 
produ^ive  ;  an  equal  Land  Tax  (hould  be  adopted,  and  he  would 
abotifh  all  others.  The  forcfts  and  mortmain  lands  (hould  be  (bld^ 
artd  the  produce  thrown  into  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  purpofe  of 
difcharging  the  national  debt.  This  plan,  he  contended,  would 
deflroy  the  corrupt  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  was  one  which  the 
prcfent  ftate  of  the  country  abfolutely  required. 

Nfr.  NICHOLLS,  from  what  had  been  faid  by  His  Maje(ty'^ 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  felt  hhnfelf  called  upon  to  objeA  to 
the  meafure.  It  did  not  appear  to  him,  nor  did  he  think-  it  either 
juft,  necefTary  or  expedient.  If  it  was  to  be  confidered  as  a  tax 
upon  luxury,  it  was  not  jud,  becaufe  it  was  not  optional ;  inaU 
fuch  cafes  Government  fays,  "  if  you  ^oofe  the  luxury,  you  muft 
pay  for  it  ;'*  the  individual  (hould  be  left  to  choice,  but  here  the 
power  of  choice  was  excluded,  the  tax  was  therefore  unjuil,  liecauie 
it  was  retrofpedive.  If  it  be  corrfidered  a  tax  upon  expenditure,  it 
was  alfo  unjull,  becaufe  expenditure  was  not  proportional  to  pro* 
perty.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  calculated  that  a  tMSi^^ 
who  paid  thirty  pounds,  w^s  a  man  of  one  thoufandayear  v-now  the 
largeft  fum  paid  is  to  be  four  hundred,  and  of  this  there  were  only 
two  inftances  ;  according  to  this  rule,  then,  there  would  be  oifly 
two  perfons  who  fpcnt  thirteen  thou&nd  a  year,  and  furely  it  would 
not  be  contended  that  there  were  not  many  more  in  this  country  of 
much  more  confiderable  fortune;  but  the  right  honourable  geiitlcman 
has  faid,  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  lighten  our  Unfunded  Debt, 
atid  to  l^ife  the  Supplies  within  the  year.  This  declaration  comes 
"with  a  bad  grace  from  a  gentleman  who  had,  during  his  adminif'> 
Iration,  increafed  our  national  debt  one  half,  by-  an  addition  of  (lot 
tefs  than  1-85,000^0001.     The  tax  was  not  expedient ;  it  could 
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HOC  be  expedient  to  tndh  the  middle  orders  of  the  people ;  he  pio- 

feflfed  his  intention  to  fpare  the  lover  orders,  but  the  h&,  is  other- 
wtfe^  all  are  equally  opprcfledy  but  with  this  difl^rcncc  in  the  ope- 
tatton,  the  higher  orders  of  the  middle  clafs  are  crufhed  diredtly^ 
and  the  lower  indiredly.  Take  the  cafe  of  a  coach-'ioakcry  which 
had  been  already  mentioned  ;  at  prelent  the  artizans  in  that  branch 
of  bulinefs  were  not  employed  three  days  in  the  wcek«  that  is,  they 
come  late  to  work,  and  left  off  early,  which  upon  an  average  did 
not  amount*  to  more  than  half  employment ;  but  if  the  prei^t  tax 
be  adopted,  they  will  have  no  employment  at  all  ;  they  will  be  in 
the  fame  fituation  with  the  watch- makers,  with  the  unfortunate  tlu 
tixans  in  that  trade  ;  it  could  not  be  expedient  to  crtifli  them  ;  they 
muft  become  beggars,  and  be  obliged  to  fly  to  another  country,  to 
America  for  refuge.  But  take  it  in  another  light :  he  was  reproached 
tlie  other  night  fur  faying,  that  in  borrowing,  Government  had  ac- 
quired a  mod  cruel  montjpoly.  In  this  ^(Tertion,  he  was  now  fup- 
ported  by  the  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  William  Pulteney)  who  pre^ 
ceded  him ;  he  therefore  continued  of  the  fame  opinion.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  that  occalion,  boaded  that  mon^ 
was  drawn  from  the  country,  to  be  lodged  in  the  public  funds*^ 
That  was,  in  his  mind,  a  very  great  calamity.  Productive  pro- 
perty was  diverted  from  the  country  into  the  public  funds  ;  it  was 
drawn  from  (hopkeepers  and  manufacturers,  tempted  by  the  great 
intereft  it  would  there  produce.  The  count/y  was  coqfequently 
diftrefled  for  money  ;  this  gentlemen  would  be  fenfible  of,  from  the 
difficulty  which  would  attend  the  colledtion  of  their  rents;  The  man, 
who  befides  more  than  fix  per  cent,  intereft,  had  alfo  the  profpc£i  of 
an  increafe  of  capital,  who  expefied  for  his  40I.  to  make  55,  by 
a  rife  in  the  funds  at  the  end  of  the  war,  would  not  be  likely  to 
lend  it  in  the  country.  In  other  countries,  Mounts  of  Piety  were 
eflabliflied  to  aid  and  afllft  the  people ;  here  it  was  the  very  reverie ; 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  chufes  a  totially  diflerent  courfe ;  for 
his  part,  he  did  not  think  it  either  juft  or  wife  ;  he  could  not  con- 
ceive it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  to  confcnt  to  a  tax  that  may 
crufliand  deftroy  the  Commons  of  England.  Though  the  Miniiler 
afield  to  fpare  the  lower  orders,  it  was  plain  that  they  were  indi- 
redly  fubjed  to  the  operation  of  the  tax,  and  muft  (hare  the  fame 
fate  as  the  higher  orders.  Farther,  the  tax  was  neither  juft  nor  ne* 
oeflary ;  it  was  not  neceflary,  becaufe  the  war  was  not  neceflary* 
{A  laugh.']  "  Sir,"  faid  Mr..Nichoils,  "  I  ftand  here  as  one  of 
the  reprefentattves  of  the  {)eople.  If  I  am  not  allowed  to  ailig^ 
my  reafone  here,  I  muft  fubmit  to  power  \  but  I  muft  find  faa» 
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Other  means,  to  declare  it  to  my  conftituents."     I  now  announce  it> 
and  I  will  ftate  my  opinion." 

Mr.  Nkholls  then  (aid,  he  did  not  believe  (incere  meafures  had 
been  purfued  for  the  attainment  of  peace :  until  Miniftcrs  dit- 
avowed  the  opinions  they  had  exprefTed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  he  never  would  believe  them  (incere  in  their  endeavours  for  fts 
difcontinuance.  His  reafon  was  this :  fome  of  them  coincided  in 
opinion  with  the  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke ;  and  his  opinion  Wa^^ 
that  the  reprefcntative  Government  of  France  (hould  be  annihi- 
lated ;  for  if  not,  French'  principles  mighi  be  propagated  here,  and 
the  Commons  might  aflume  a  power  they  did  not  pofTcfs  before* 
Now,  what  was  the  fyftem  the  Commons  of  England  might  wi(h 
to  overturn  ?  Here  Mr.  NichoUs  read  the  following  extraft  from 
the  71ft  page  of  Mr.  Burke's  charges  againft  Mr.  Fox,  article 
4ad,  viz. 

This  charge,  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox  maintained,  article  by  ar- 
ticle, beginning  with  the  firft  j  namely,  the  interference  of  Peers 
at  elections,  and  their  nominating  in  effed  feveral  of  the  Mem- 
'•  ben  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  In  the  printed  Lift,  of  Griev- 
ances which  they  made  out  on  the  occafion,  and  in  fupport  of  theit 
charge,  is  found  the  Borough  for  which,  under  Lord  Fitzwilllam'i 
"  influence,  I  now  fit.  By  this  remonftrance  and  its  objedt,  they 
**  hope  to  defeat  the  operation  of  property  in  ele£lions.  and  in 
reality  to  diflblve  the  connedlion  and  communication  of  interefts 
which  makes  the  Houfes  of  Parliament  a  mutual  fupport  to  each 
other.  Mr.  Fox  and  the  Friends  of  the  People  are  not  fo  igno- 
''  rant  as  tiot  to  know,  that  Peers  do  not  interfere  in  elections  as 
Peers,  but  as  men  of  property — They  well  know  that  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  is  by  itfelf  the  fcebleft  part  of  the  Conftitution ;  they 
know  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  fupported  only  by  its  conncc- 
**  tbns  with  the  Crown  and  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and  that 
•*  without  this  double  connexion,  the  Lords  could  not  exift  a  finglc 
^*  year.  They  know,  that  all  thefc  parts  of  our  Conftitution, 
'^  whilft  they  are  balanced  as  oppofing  interefts,  are  alfo  conneded 
**  as  friends  ;  pthcrwife  nothing  but  confufion  could  be  the  refult 
"  of  a  tomplet  Conftitution.  It  is  natural,  therefore,  that  they 
**  who  wifli  the  common  dcftruftiun  of  the  whole,  and  of  all  its 
**  parts,  fhould  contend  for  their  total  fcparation."  But  as  the 
"  Houfcof  Commons  is  that  rinkwhichconneds  both  the  other 
parts  of  the  Confthution  (th^  Crown  and  the  Lords)  wifh  the 
trtaft  (fftte  Piople^  it  is  to  that  link  (as  it  is  natural  enough)  that 
**  their  inccffant  attacks  are  dircdlcd*  Th^t  artificial  reprcfcnta- 
tion  cff*th6  People  being  once  dlfcreditcd  tfnd  overnrrned,  all  goes 
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to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  a  plain  Fr^i)c^  Democtjacyoraifaitrary 

Monarchy  can  poflibly  cxift." 

In  this  article  Mr.  Nicholls  faid,  Mr.  Burke  clearly  admittedi 
that  in  the  month  of  September  1793,  he  (Mr.  Burke)  fat  in  this 
.Houfi?  under  nomination  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam  ;  and  from  that  (amc 
petition  and  article  it  farther  appeared,  that  more  than  one  hundrtd 
and  fifty  Members  owed  their  feats  to  the  nomination  of  Peers. 
The  fad  was  fo ;  the  charge  was  made,  and  not  being  contradided, 
it  mud  now  be  taken  as  true.  Mr.  NiehoUs  then  went  on  to  ftatc, 
that  jLords  interfered  in  «le<3ions  as  owners  of  property,  though  it 
was  declared  an  high  breach  of  tlie  privileges  of  this  Houfc  for  a 
Peer  to  interfere  at  cle<5\ions. 

Earl  TEMPLE  called  the  honourable,  gentleman  to  order;  be 
could  not  fee  what  the  intercil  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  to  do  with 
-the  queftion  of  fupplics,  tlicn  the  fubjedt  of  difculTion. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  iofiftcd  he  was  perfeflly  in  order;  he  mzs 
flating.his  reafons  againft  the  tax.  The  war  was  not  neceiTary ;  no 
endeavours  had  been  fmcercly  ufcd  to  attain  peace.  The  MidAcr 
was  well  aware  of  the  confe<juence  of  peace,  the  lofs  of  his  ujurpti 
power.  If  he  was  not  allowed,  he  muft  fubmit  to  power,  but 
otherwife  he  would  proceed  without  being  deterred  by  infults — he 
would  now  return  tQ  his  argument.  Conlidering,  then,  their  opi- 
nions and  their  wiflies,  Minfters  were  not  fincerc ;  and  if  tbct 
never  were  finccre,  they  never  can  be  fincere.  Thofc  Pecr^  who 
had  ufurped  the  power  of  clcdion  from  the  commonalty,  were  not 
prepared  to  relinquirti  tjicir  ufurped  power  ;  he  believed  it  ort 
his  foul. 

Mr.  DENT  called  Mr.  Nicholls  to  order ;  it  was  irregular  to 
interfere  with  the  other  Houfe 

Mr.  T^IERNEY  fupport^d  Mh  Nicholls.  He  faid  the  honour- 
able gentleman  was  d.efjending  th&  ftanding  order  of  that  Houfc, 
forbidding  Peers  to  interfere , in  clcdlions,  and  believed  in  his  foul 
that  his  condutfl  defer ved  the  thanks  of  an  EnglUh  Houfc  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid  he  was  called  to  order  unjuffly ;  he 
never  faid  any  thing  againil  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  but  only  ag^nfi 
individuals;  he  fpoke  agai nil  Peers  interfering  in  ele£lions»  and 
ever  would — he  would  take  the  indance  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam. 
Did  not  Edmund  Burke  fit  in  that  Houfe  nominated  by  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  ?  He  would  put  it  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  £1* 
chequer,  and  he  would  afk  if  that  was  not  a  violation  of  the  Con* 
Aitution. 

Sir  WILLIAM  YOUNGE  ha<jl  bwft  fourteen  jrcm  in  that 
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Houfe,  during  whidi  time  he  had  {ludied  its  Confli Cation.  To  in- 
troduce the  name  of  a  noble  Peer  on  the  evidence  of  a  printed  book, 
as  if  It  were  legal  evidence,  and  then  to  ftate  him  on  the  autho- 
rity of  fuch  an  authenticated  document  as  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  privileges  of  that  Houfe,  appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  believed  tiimfclf  perfeflly  1n  order.  He  put 
the  queftiotiy '  if  the  Law  of  the  Land  was  not  violated  ? — It  was 
die  authority  of  Edmund  Burke. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  rofe  to  order.  He  condemned  himfelf ' 
for  having  preferved  fo  long  a  (ilence  upon  what  he  conceived  to  be 
one  of  the  groflcft  violations  of  order.  The  qoeftion  Before  the 
Commit^e  was  not  whether  an  attack  (hould  be  made  upon  a  Peer 
(or  an  alledged  breach  of  privilege,  but  whethir  a  debate  upon  the 
mode  of  railing  the  fupply  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the  year  was  the  proper 
time  for  bringing  forward  fuch  a  fubjcft  as  that'  upon  which  the 
learned  gentleman  had  at  fuch  length  dilated.  Bccaufe  Mr.  Burke 
had  ftatcd  a  faS  upon  the  reprefcntation,  did  that  learned  Member 
mean  to  found  an  argument  upon  it,  that  the  continuance  of  the 
prcfent  war  not  neceffary  ?  For  his  own  part,  he  had  waited 
for  him  to  come  round  from  fuch  digreflion  to  the  fubjeft  before 
the  Committee,  to  which  he  defied  him  to  fay  that  a  difcufTion 
about  boroughs,  or  a  printed  book,  could  have  the  fmalleft  re- 
ference. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS,  in  conrinuation,  perfiftcd  in  delivering  it  a^ 
his  opinion,  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  was  not  neceffary,  be- 
caufc  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had  evinced  no  fincere  defire,  rwr 
made  any  fincere  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of  peace.  In  the 
courfe  of  what -he  had  been  offcrirtg  to  the  Committee,  he  had  at- 
tempted to  (hew,  from  the  opinions  of  thofe  Minifters,  that  they 
never  could  be  fincere  ;  he  therefore  conceived  himfelf  to  be  per- 
fc6Uy  in  order.  He  gave  his  vote  moft  decidedly  againft  the  tax. 
He  did  not  think  it  ncceffar)'.  He  did  not  think  the  war  neceffary. 
"  Remove  thofe  great  proprietors  of  boroughs,  and  peace  may  be 
obtained.  Such  is  mj  opinion,  and  that  opinion  I  will  deliver, 
notwithffanding  all  the  obloquy  and  infults  to  which  1  may  be  fub- 
jeflcd.  Difmifs  the  prefent  Minifters,  and  the  war  then  may  be 
terminated.  There  are  known  to  be  Peers  confederated  in  fenti- 
ments  with  Mr.  Burke.  They  are  the  proprietors  of  boroughs, 
which  they  will  not  abandon,  unlefs  they  are  forced  to  do  fo  by  the 
Conunons  of  England.  Sir,  the  very  fpirit  of  the  tax  is  unjtift. 
If  the  continuance  of  the  war  is  fo  indifpenfable,  let-  the  Minifter 
come  forward  with  a  tax  upon  landed  property ;  thtt  is  the  hit  and 
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manly  way*  I  (peak  from  no  motives  of  intcreft*  Such  a  tax 
would  ^U  heavier  upon  me,  bccaufe  the  greater  part  of  my  pn^rty 
is  in  land ;  but  I  would  rather  pay  the  full  amount  of  four  ihiU 
lipg«  in  the  pound  ihdta  confent  to  fuch  a  tax  as  this  \  becaufe  it 
fnuil  cru(h  the  middle  and  lower  ranks  of  the  People.  Sir>  I  have 
difcharged  what  I  conceived  to  be  my  duty.  If  I  have  not  dif- 
chained  it  fo  w4l  as  I  might  have  <^ne,  gentlemen  will  at- 
tribute it  to  the  frequent  interruptions  I  met  with  4nring  the 
courfe  of  thofe  obfervations  which  I  have  fubmitted  to  the  Com** 
wittec." 

.  .  Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  could  not  but  obfcrve,  (whai 
be  believed  mud  have  been  obferved  by  almoft  every  gentleman  in 
t}ie  Houfe)  that  the  honourable  Member  who  fpoke  lad  Jiad  com- 
pletely failed  in  making  good  either  of  his  aflertions*  namely,  that 
be  had  been  perfec^y  in  order  throughout  the  whole  of  his  fpecdit 
and  that  the  train  of  arguments  he  had  endeavoured  to  introduce, 
wore  properly  connected  with  the  fubjed  under  difcuflion.  Indeed, 
the  fpcech  of  the  honourable  gentleman  has  fo  widely  branched  out 
into  fuch  a  variety  of  irrelevant  and  extraneous  matter,  that  it  would 
be  wholly  to  no  purpofe  either  for  him  or  for  the  Houfe  to  follow 
the  honourable  Member  through  all  his  difcufldons.  He  would, 
therefore,  content  himfelf  with  a  (tvr  fhort  remarks  on  what  (cemed 
in  any  (hape  to  touch  upon  the  que(\ion  ;  for  almoft  the  whole  of 
his  obfervations  were  entirely  out  of  the  fcope  and  view  of  the  bu- 
finefs  before  the  Committee.  Among  many  other  aflcrtions,  he 
declared  it  to  be  his  avowed  and  (incere  opinion,  that  the.  war,  nei- 
ther in  its  beginning,  nor  in  its  intended  contipuance,  was  neceflaiyi 
but,  however  extravagant  fuch  anaffertlon  might  appear  at  any  timc» 
it  mu(l  undoubtedly  appear  peculiarly  fo  at  the  prefent  moment,  and 
under  the  prefent  circumfVances  ;  but  fhould  the  honourable  gentle- 
man fucceed  in  making  out  that  point,  fure  he  was,  that  both  the 
Houfe  and  the  Public  muft  feel  themfclves  highly  indebted  to  his 
exertions.  But  to  what  was  it  that  he  attributed  the  continuation 
of  the  war  ?  Was  it  not  to  the  infincerity  of  His  Majcfty's  Minif- 
ters  in  thtir  endeavours  at  a  pacification  i  If  they  had  been  (incere 
in  thefe  their  pretended  pacific  attempts,  the  honourable  gpntlemaa 
contends  that  the  reftoration  of  peace  mud  have  been  die  oonfe- 
quence  ;  for,  whenever  in  fuch  cafes  people  are  fincere,  they  can 
never  fail  of  accompliihing  the  wi(hed-for  objodl.  But  furely,  the 
honourable  gentleman  mud  have  been  not  a  little  off  bis  guard  in 
hazarding  this  obfervation,  as  it  niufl  hear  equally  hard  on  the  can- 
dour of  the  French  Diredory,  whofe  condud  on  alloccafioos  fome 
gentlemen  were  fo  anxious  to  defend*     For  bad  the  Fxcacb  Di- 
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redovy  been  fincere  in  tbeir  wiihes  for  peace,  (asdoubtWs  tht  Ikm 
nourable  gentleman  thinks  they  were),  then  peaf  e  would  neceflarily 
have  been  obtained.  The  honourable  gentleman  next  d»fe<3s  his 
attack  againA  thofe  who  had  at  the.  beginning  of  the  French  Revo^ 
lution  exprelTed  their  difapprobation  of  the  principles  upon  which 
it  was  grounded,  and  of  the  objects  which  it  had  evidently  in  con^ 
templation,  and  he  now  called  on  thofe  who  held  thefe  opinionsi 
and  very  pointedly  on  himfelf  (Mr.  Windham)  to  renounce  thofe 
gpinions  as  ob(bictes  to  the  reftoration  of  peace.     And  at  what  mo^ 

'  ment  was  it  that  be  wi(hed  them  to  renounce  their  opinions  ?  Was 
it  not  at  the  very  moment  wnen  thofe  opinions  were  founded ,  on 
ftronger  reafon  than  ever ;  when  they  were  fupported  by  a  long 
train  of  fadis,  and  confirmed  by  every  day's  experience?  Was  it 
not  at  a  moment  when  the  French  fyfiem  was  working  the  ruin  of 
their  own  country,  and  all  the  other  countries  that  permitted  them* 
ielves  to  be  dazzled  by  its  falfe  allurements  and  deceived  by  thf 
high  founding  words  of  Liberty,  Equality,  &c.  &c.  Was  it  not 
at  the  very  time  when  it  glaringly  appeared  to  be  the  fa^vourite  object 
of  that  tnfididus  and  dcftru6live  fyftem  to  grafp  at  general  aggraiv- 
dizcment  and  univerfal  empire  ?  Was  it  not  at  a  moment  when  tticy 
breathed  againft  us  a  fpiri^  of  peculiarly  envenomed  hoftility,  and 
when  they  openly  and  unrefervedly  declared,  that  the  exigence  o£ 
our  Government  was  wholly  incompatible  with  the  exiftenpe  and 
predominancy  of  the  French  Republic  ?  Their  condud,  indeed, 
horn  the  commencement,  has  uniformly  fpokcn  chat  language  ;  it 
^ke  it  in  terms  by  no  means  ambiguous,  or  that  could  leave  a 
ihadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  fcope  of  their  deflgns«  But  not  Content 
with  expreffing  and  manifefting  them  by  their  condu(^,  they  have 
now^  to  the  ihame  and  confufion  of  thofe  who  have  all  along 
flooped  to  be  their  advocates,  they  have  now  broadly  and  openly 
declared  their  fentiments  in  a  late  Proclamation,  the  tendency  of 
which  it  is  not  difficult  to  undeHland.  The  doubts,  therdbref 
which  forpe  gentlemen  continue  to  entertain  of  fuch  being  the  fenti* 
ments  and  defigns  of  the  French  Rulers,  muft  now,  he  prefumedj. 
be  reiinquiflied  and  cad  away.  Such,  however,  was  the  light  in 
which  he  had  always  viewed  them ;  his  opinions  were  at  firft 
grounded  on  conjedlure,  and  on  the  unambiguous  tendency  of  the 
French  proceeding,  but  they  were  now  fully  confirmed  by  their 
acknowledgement,  and  by  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  fa£t.  Our 
ruin  at  a  nation,  and  the  deftrudlion  of  our  Conftitution,  from  which 
principally  were  derived  all  our  nadonal  advantages,  was  the  main 
objed  to  which  they  now  directed  the  whole  of  thei^  exertions  i  it 

w^  the  laft  great  bU?inr  whi<di  remained  for  their  valour  and  a/n. 
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bidon  to  achieve.  After  taking  this  view  of  the  avowed  dcfigns 
and  efforts  of  the  enemy,  defigns  and  cflbrts  which  their  own  lan- 
guage fo  unequivocally  declare,  how  could  he  be  precipitate  in  his 
endeavours  at  peace ;  how  could  he  think  of  relaxing  our  efibrts  to 
obviate,  counterad  and  fruftrate  the  hoflile  attempts  which  their 
rancorous  animolity  was  aiming  at  our  dcftrudionr  How  could 
he  but  deprecate  the  return  of  peace,  if  Parliamentary  Reform  was 
to  be  its  immediate  confequence,  and  that  too  a  Parliamentary  Re- 
form .to  be  endeavoured  at  and  efFcftcd  on  the  principles  avowed  by 
rhe  honourable  gentleman,  who  took  the  prcfent  occafion  to  call  on 
Members  of  that  Houfc,  and  particularly  on  him,  (Mr.  Windham), 
to  renounce  opinions  which  were  6r{l  founded  on  cool  and  delibe- 
rate reflexion,  and  which  now  ftood  fully  confirmed  by  fadts  and 
experience  ?  But  on  thcfe  topics  he  was  not  difpoM  any  longer 
to  dwell.  He  would  now  come  to  what  the  honourable  gentle- 
man feemed  to  regard  as  the  great  queftion  ;  namely,  that  he,  and 
thofe  who  thought  with  him  concerning  the  inevitable  effeds  of  the 
French  Revolution,  were  ftill  (launch  in  the  aflertion  of  thofe  opi- 
nions, and  that  this  perfeverance  on  their  part  mud  be  an  invincible 
obftacle  to  the  attainment  of  peace.  Thefe  fcntiments  he  for  one 
would  not  renounce,  however  he  might  here  again  have  his  ears 
ftunned  with  the  Rights  of  Man,  with  the  loud  founding  names  of 
Liberty,  Equality,  &c.  &c.  arid  all  thofe  hackneyed  phrafes  that 
were  now  exploded,  and  their  fub(hnce  at  lead  extinguifhed  even 
where  they  firft  took  birth,  and  of  which,  when  he  trufled  that  wc 
Ihould  now  hear  no  more  in  this  Houfe,  faw  the  enemy  eager  and 
determined  to  attack  us  with  every  fpecies  of  hoflility  which  it  was 
in  the  power  of  their  bittcrcft  enmity  to  exert ;  when  he  faw  them 
determined  to  annoy  us  by  every  fpecies  of  hoftility,  heightened  and 
enflamed  by  their  jealoufy  at  our  wealth,  our  profpcrity,  the  flourifii- 
ing  ftate  of  our  commerce,  the  rank  we  hold  in  the  political  world, 
and  the  real  liberty  we  enjoy,  muft  not  the  fupport  they  have  here- 
tofore received  from  fome  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  now  become  a 
fianding  difgrace  ?  Muft  not  all  fides  now  agree  that  the  enemy 
is  refolved  to  bear  down  on  us  with  all  the  adivity  and  rancour 
both  of  rivals  and  of  enemies  ?  When  he  viewed  all  this,  it  furdy 
was  impoflible  for  him  to  difclaim  his  firft  opinions,  whatever  the 
honourable  gentleman  or  others  might  think  of  fuch  perfeverance. 
For  would  not  the  peace  which  was  fo  anxioufly  looked  for,  be  Re- 
plete with  danger  to  the  country ';  and  did  not  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman give  ftill  farther  proof  of  this  danger  by  telling  tis  that  this 
peace  would  be  followed  up  by  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  or  in  other 
wordS)  with  a  Revolution  ?     Mr.  Windhani^  was  proceeding  to 
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fliew  the  impolicy  9nd  danger  of  making  .peace  with  Franoey  when 
he  was  interrupted  by 

Mr-  WILBERFORCE,  who  called  him  to  order  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  deviating  into,  extraneous  matter  as  much  as  the  ho« 
nourable  gentleman  who  had  preceded  him.  ,.  •       « 

Mr.  WINDHAM  contended  that  he  was  ftri£lly  in  order,  and 
that  he  was  only  following  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Nicholls).  He  then  would  afk,  what  had  our  finceritf 
to  .do  either  with  retarding  or  accelerating  this  great  objcdt  of  peace  i 
Was  it  not  the  nature  of  the  terms  propofcd,  that  tmd  decide  that 
pointy  and  not  the  nature  of  our  fenciments  ?  If  the  terms  were 
deemed  fuitabky  would  not  peace  have  followed,  whether  the  Direc- 
tory thought  us  lincere  or  not  ?  Why  did  they  not  carry  oit  the  Ne- 
gotiation to^a  point  that  might  prove  this  lincerity  t  He  coOld  fee 
no  connexion  between  our  (iiicerity  and  the  attainment  of  ^eace^ 
nor  could  the  honourable  gentleman  prove  that  there  exited  any. 
He  muft  aifo  beg  leave  to  touch  on  the  notion,  that  the  enemy  would 
make  no  peace  with  the  prefent  Mini(ters.  What  did  the  honour- 
able gentleman  mean  I  Does  he  wi(h  us  to  choofe  Minifters  re- 
commended by  the  enemy  ?  this  would  be  an  odd  recommendAtiont 
Mr.  Windham  took  up  the  queftion  in  a  moral  point  of  vieWj  and 
alked,  if  we  were  to  fet  at  nought  all  the  principles  of  reUgion,  mo- 
rality, of  prudence,  and  of  policy,  that  had  hitherto  been  a  bond  of 
union*  between- all  the  Ihtes  of  Europe,  and  which  had  moulded 
them  together  into  one  family  I  And  for  what  was  all  this  to  be 
facrificed  ?  Was  it  nof  in  order  to  conciliate  the  enemy,  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  to  introduce  amongft  us  univer- 
ial  Philanthropy,  and  French  Liberty  ;  in  a  word,  to  Aoop  to  every 
thing  which  would  argue  a  total  oblivion  of  every  fentiment  that 
(hould  a£hiate  us  as  nien^  and  diftingui(h  us  as  EngliOimen  ?  He 
hoped  for  his  part,  that  there  was  no  man  in  that  Houfe  or  out  of 
doors,  who  was  prepared  for  this  degradation ;  fuch  had  always 
been  his  opinion,  and  he  now  &w  nothing  to  induce  him  to  re- 
traS  them. 

Mr*  PLUMER  believed  that  money  muft  be  raifed  in  fome 
way,  but  he  did  not  think  the  mode  propofcd,  to  be  the  bed.  It 
was  unjud  in  its  principle.  If  the  tax  to  be  raifed  was  upon  luxu- 
ries, an  opportunity  ought,  to  be  afforded  to  perfops  to  retrench  thofe 
luxuries.  He  meant  no  offence  to  any  one ;  but  what  he  under- 
fiood  was,  that  the  Aflefled  Taxes  bad  increafed  gradually  till  they 
had  reached  a  point  in  which  the  Minifter  faid,  *^  if  you  chufe  to 
keq)  horfes,  carriages,  &c.  you  mu(t  pay  a  certain  fum  to  the  State 
for  kee|>ing  tbcm.*'     I  fay  then,  before  the  right  honourable  gentlci 
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limn  trcMed  the  duty>  he  fhould  have  given  an  opportunity  to  per-^ 
fens  to  fee  whether  they  could  do  without  any  of  thofe  luxuries; 
Others  was  no  peribn  with  whom  he  had  eonverfed  upon  the  fubjed 
who  did  not  fay  that  an  option  oaght  to  have  been  granted  to  thofe 
to  be  aflfedled  by  it.  With  refpefl  to  the  modification  propofed, 
ht  thought  that  there  was  a  clafs  of  men  out  of  that  exemption 
who  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  tax.  He  had  heard  it  inlinuated, 
(hat  no  man  was  to  venture  to  talk  of  peace  with  France  and  a  Re- 
form in  Parliament  without  Wtfhing  for  a  Revolution.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  inflnuationy  howevery  he  certainly  wtihed  for  peace  on 
&ir  and  honourabie  terms ;  and  when  peace  had  been  obtained,  he 
wMhe^  for  a  Reform  in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People,  without 
whtchi  he  did  not  think  the  Country  could  be  faved. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  as  follows :  — - 
Mr.  Hoba^,  I  am,  happy,  Sir,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, by  not  preQing  the  Committee  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the 
former  night,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  Carefully  weighing,  and 
fhordlighly  examining,  his  grand  financial  fcheme  for  the  fupply  of 
the  public  w^nts.  With  the  leave  of  the  Committee,  I  will  fub- 
mic  to  them,  in  the  bed  manner  I  am  able,  the  refult  of  my  pa- 
tient^ and  I  hope  I  may  fay,  unbiafTed  invefligation.  It  is,  how- 
ever,  with  the  greateft  diffidence  that  I  rife  to  convey  my  fcntiments 
Mipon  a  fubje^l  of  no  lefs  difficulty  than  importance. 

I  (hair  not,  Sir,  after  the  example  of  fome  of  the  honourable  gen- 
tlemtftn  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate,'  inquire  whether  the 
war  originated  in  the  unprovoked  aggreffion  of  our  enemies,  or 
whether  by  their  boundlefs  and  de(lru£live  ambition  it  has  been  pro- 
longed, or  whether  His  Majeffy's  Miniflers  opened  the  negotiation 
at  Lifle  with  fincere  difpofitions  for  peace.  Thefe  queRions 
would,  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  have  been  more  feafonably  difcufled 
when  the  documents  relative  to  tlie  late  negotiation  were  laid  before 
cbe  Houfe. 

Before  I  enter.  Sir,  upon  the  main  bufinefs  which  is  fubmitted 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee,  I  cannot  avoid  contrafling 
the  language  ^hich  has  now  been  ufcd  1^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, with  that  which  he  employed  when  he  opened  his  former 
budgets  during  the  war.  No  more  we  hear  of  the  profperous  fhte 
of  the  £aft» India  Company.  No  longer  do  we  fee  500,0001.  on 
their  part  among  our  ways  and  means.  No  longer  are  we  prefented 
with  a  pompous  difplay  of  our  exports  and  imports.  Pinobablyif 
the  lifl  of  them,  which  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  laft  feUion  was 
moved  for  by  one  of  His  Majcfty's  fervants,  could  be  now  cx- 
nincdy  it  might  appear  that,  ^ce  we  had  no  occafion  to  make  re* 
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imttances  to  our  good  and  faithful  allies,  our  exports  bad  been  coo* 
fiderably  diminiflied  ;  and  thus  the  nature  of  that  beneficial  tradey 
which  had  always  been  fpoken  of  fo  vauntingly,  might  be  difco* 
vercd.     We  hear  no  morei  Sir,  of  the  advantage  of  fublidizing  fb» 
reign  Princes  :  no  longer  are  we  told,  that  one  million  fpent  in  that 
manner  is  worth  three  expended  in  any  other  way,  becaufe  it  is  the. 
moft  efiediual,  as  well  as  the  lead  expenfive  mode  of  carrying  on 
this  arduous  and  unfortunate  conted  ;  but  rather  are  we  led  to  oon« 
giatulate  ourfelves  upon  a  redudlion  in  our  expenditure,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  lofs  of  all  our  allies.     No  longer  is  it  boldly  iiTerted, 
that  the  French  are  on  the  verge,  or  in  the  very  gulph,  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    Indead  of  prediding  the  approaching  diiToloitbn  of  the 
French  finances,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  calls  upon  us  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  exert  ourfelves  for  the  prefervation  of 
our  own,  agarnft  the  crafty  defigns  of  an  arrogant  and  powerful  fee. 
How  different,  Sir,  is  all  this  language  from  that  to  which  our  ears 
have  been  long  accuftomed ! 

The  firft  queftion  which  naturally  prefents  itfelf '  is,  whether  the 
eftimates  under  the  different  heads  of  fervices  be  corre£^.  Judging 
from  paft  events,  I  (hould  rather  think  that  they  cannot  be  relied 
upon  ;  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  too  apt  to  underrate 
the  expence,  for  which  it  is  neceffary  to  provide.  Has  he  not  con- 
ftantly  exceeded  the  fums  at  which  he  has  rated  the  fervices? 
Why,  Sir,  the  excefs  of  laft  year,  in  the  (ingle  article  of  navy, 
amounts  to  3,000,000!.  For  this  fum,  no  provilion  is  made  in 
thefe  fupplies ;  fo  that,  independent  of  any  other  loan  which  may  be 
neceflary  during  the  year,  we  have  to  raife  28,500,000!. 

But  let  us  take  it  for  granted  that  the  eftimates  are  as  accurate  as 
the  nature  of  circumftances  will  allow,  and  proceed  to  what  is  nuwc 
important — the  Ways  and  IVfcans. 

2»75o,oool.  are  to  be  raifedin  the  ufual  manner  upon  the  land 
arul  malt  tax.  Here  it  is  unneceffary  to  make  any  comment.  The 
gfowing  furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund  and  the  lottery  are  taken 
together  at  750,000!.  But  inftead  of  boafting  of  the  growing 
furplus  of  the  confolidated  fund,  it  would  be  more  the  lar^guage  of 
truth  to  fpeak  of  its  growing  dcficiencfy.  By  the  papers  on  your 
table,  it  appears,  that  in  1  796  and  1797  there  was  a  deficiency  of 
more  than  250,000!.  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  inftead  of  valuing 
ourfelves  upon  the  produdlivenefs  of  our  confolidated  fund,  to  make 
ibme  provifion  for  the  amount  of  the  deficit. 

The  next  mode  by  which  the  Chancelk>r  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
fofes  to  raife  his  fupplies,  is  an  advance  of  three  millions  by  the 
Bank  of  Ei^land.     I  am  one  of  thofcj  Sir,  who  are  extremely 
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avexfe  to  the  clofe  connexion  fubfifttng  between  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
and  and  the  Government  of  the  Country.      It  appears  from  the 
printed  correfpondcnce   between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Bank  Diredors,  that  the  latter  are  conftantly  complaining 
of  the  inconveniences  and  cmbarraflments  they  experienced,  in  con* 
fequencc  of  fuch  extenfive  accommodations  to  Government.    In  Fe- 
bruary^  ^  797>  ^^^y  tequcft  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  per- 
mit that  part  of  the  then  intended  loan,  \^  hich  was  appropriated  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  Bank  advances^  to  remain  at  once  in  the 
Banky  without  paflTing  through  the  Exchequer  to  the  Bank.     They 
exprcfs  a  hope  that  this  indulgence  might  be  granted  to  them,  if  it 
could  be  made  compatible  with  the  forms  of  office  ;  and  the  reafon 
which  they  give  for  foliciting  this  favour,  is  defcrving  of  attention. 
They  fay,  that  in  fome  inftances  they  had  fufFered  not  a  little  incon- 
venience from  delay,  and  that  in  one  particular  inftance  they  had 
been  totally  difappointed  of  an  expedted  payment.     Is  it  not  won* 
derful,  Sir,  that  the  Bank  Diredors,  after  having  invariably  attri- 
buted all  their  former  difficulties  to  the  large  fupplies  which  they 
had  been  obliged  to  make  to  Government,  and  after  having  {hewn 
fuch  ftrong  tokens  of  diftruft  of  the   right  honourable  gentleman, 
fhould  dill  be  ready  to  make  farther  advances,  and  to  give  renewed 
proofs  of  their  confidence  ?      Do  they  rely  upon  the  promife  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpeedily  to  repay  the  money  to  be  ad- 
vanced ?     How  often  has  he  been  obliged  to  break  his  faith  with 
them  ?     How  often  have  they  been  difappointed  when  the  time  (or 
the  fulfilment  of  his  promife  of  repayment  was  arrived  ?      In  one 
cafe  it  appears  by  the  fame  correfpondcnce  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  that  when  he  had  abfolutely  fet  afide  a  confiderable  fum  for 
liquidating  part  of  his  debt  to  the  Bank,  he  was  driven  to  appro- 
priate it  to  the  public  fervice.     Such  are  the  grounds  on  which  I 
found  my  difapprobation  of  any  farther  advances  from  the  Bank  to 
Government.    . 

I  come  now  to  that  part  of  the  fubjedl  which  deferves  our  mod 
ferious  conlideration ;  I  mean  the  feven  millions  to  be  raifed  by  an 
aflfeflfment  upon  the  aflfefled  taxes.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
has  aifigned  two  motives  for  adopting  this  novel,  and,  as  he  has  juflly 
fiated,  for  a  century  at  lead,  unprecedented  fcheme  of  finance.  He 
afferts,  that  railing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  will  convince  the 
enemy  of  our  energy,  and  will  flrike  terror  into  their  hearts  by 
ihewing  them,  that  our  refources  are  great,  and  every  way  adequate 
to  the  criiis.  He  adds  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  adopting  this  noode^ 
he  is  influenced  by  a  regard  for  pofterity.  As  to  the  impreffion  to 
b^  made  upon  the  enemy,  I  agree  with  an  honourable  friend  of 
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mine  (Mr.  Ticrney)  who  contended  the  other  night,  that  the  efFedl 
will  be  the  very  reverfc  of  that  which  is  dcfired.  The  French 
muft  naturally  conclude,  that  the  fear  of  deprcffing  our  funds  ftift 
lower,  and  weakening  our  public  credit  ftill  farther,  is  the  caufe  of 
this  deviation  from  the  ufual  mode  of  borrowing  upon  public  fccuri- 
dcs.  Inftead  of  regarding  fuch  a  plan  of  affeffment  as  any  proof 
of  our  profperity,  will  they  not  fay  that  extraordinary  diftrefs  has 
driven  us  to  the  adoption  of  extraordinary  means  t  With  refpcdl 
to  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  regard  for  pofterity,  I  fliall  only 
obfervc,  that  as  it  (hews  itfclf,  after  having  laid  up  for  them,  by 
way  of  inheritance,  an  immenfe  acceflion  of  national  debt,  and  an 
enormous  load  of  taxes,  it  comes,  at  leaf^,  in  a  very  queftionable 
ibape. 

After  having  thus  (lightly  touched  upon  the  motives  aflTigned  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  for  having  had  rccourfc  to  this 
fcheme  of  finance,  I  proceed  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
ineafure  itfelf,  which,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called  by  others, 
or  by  whatever  foftcr  appellation  it  may  have  been  introduced  to 
die  Houfe  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  is  no  other  than  an 
abfolute  requifition  of  the  tenth  of  every  man's  annual  income.  It 
is  founded  upon  a  pail  aire(rment ;  it  leaves  no  option,  but  com- 
peb  pcrfons  to  pay  for  what  they  would  wi(h'to  lay  afide,  and 
would  never  have  adopted,  if  they  could  polTibly  have  forefccn  (b 
fcverc  a  contribution.  While  I  am  upon  this  part  of  my  fubjcd, 
I  cannot  help  remarking  a  ftriking  inconfiilency  in  Tome  parts  of 
the  fpeech  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman.  He  prefumes,  that 
almoft  every  pcrfon  within  and  without  the  Houfe  will  approve  of 
his  plan,  and  that  few,  indeed,  will  be  unwilling  to  concur  in  mea* 
fures  fo  ncce(rary  for  the  public  fafety,  or  to  contribute  a  compara- 
tively fmall  part  of  their  property,  with  a  view  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  remainder.  But  in  another  place  he  aflerts,  that  if  pad  zffeff^ 
meat  were  not  made  the  bafis  of  the  new  contribution,  the  benefits 
to  be  expedled  from  it  would  be  frittered  away  by  concealment  sind 
cvaiion.  What  is  this.  Sir,  but  to  fay,  that  the  nation  at  large 
will  ahd  will  not  approve  this  tax,  and  will  and  will  not  mod 
chearfully  pay  it  ? 

My  next  objedion  to  this  propofed  advance  upon  the  aflfeflfed 
taxes  is,  that  it  will  fall  unequally.  Large  capitaliAs,  who  live 
upon  a  little,  and  continue  from  year  to  year  to  place  the  remainder 
out  to  intereft,  will  pay  but  a  trifle  ;  while  the  generous  man,  who 
lives  in  a  fiile  equal  to  his  rank  in  life,  and  by  his  expenditure  pro- 
motes the  fubiiftence  and  happineisof  the  tradefman,  and  the  artifan, 
utrill  be  liable  to  a  large,  quota.     Indeed  the  right  honourable  gen- 
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tleman  fcetns  to  have  anticipated  this  objedion,  for  he  declared  the 
other  nighty  that  he  (hould  wi(h  to  make  the  avaricious  capitalift 
pay  his  proportion,  but  that  he  had  not  found  in  any  treatife  of  po- 
litieal  econoniy»  or  had  been  able  to  learn  from  thofe  who  are  con- 
verfant  in  matters  of  that  kind,  any  mode  by  which  property  fo 
held  in  hand  could  be  made  fubje£l  to  taxation  or  aflelTment.  But, 
Sir,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  does  not  fcruple  to  make  u& 
of  a  declaration  as  to  the  extent  of  a  man's  income,  why  (hould  he 
be  fo  fcrupulous  in  having  recourfe  to  a  declaration  as  to  the  extent 
of  his  capital  ?  As  well  might  he  rely  upon  the  declaration  in  tht 
one  cafe,  as  in  the  other ;  and  what  difierence  is  there  between  a 
oompulfory  difclofure  of  the  a^ual  amount  of  a  perfon's  whole  pro- 
perty, and  a  required  ftatement  of  income,  which  leads  to  the  know- 
ledge of  capital  ?  As  to  the  idea  that  capitalifts,  infpired  by  genuine 
patriotifm,  will  voluntarily  come  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  ftate, 
that  man,  who  can  ferioufly  entertain  it,  muft  be  ftnuigely  ignoruit 
of  the  nature  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  force  of  a  ruling 
pailion. 

The  inequality  of  this  tax  is,  alfo,  difcerntble  in  its  operadon 
upon  the  different  clafTeis.  Thofe  in  the  middling  walks  of  life  will 
pay  a  full  tenth  of  their  income,  while  thofe  in  the  higheft  will  not 
pay  a  fifteenth,  a  twentieth,  or  even  a  twenty-fifth.  The  largeft 
fum  which  is  paid,  at  prefent,  by  any  individual  for  aflfeiTed  taxes, 
is  40  ol.  and  upwards.  This  appears  by  a  paper  laid  but  a  day  or 
two  ago  upon  your  table.  The  account  is  kept  progreflively  bjr 
fifties :  for  indance^  there  is  a  column  for  thofo  who  pay  300I.  and 
under  350I. ;  another  for  thofe  who  pay  350L  and  under  4.0.0I.; 
and  a  third  for  thofe  who  pay  400I.  and  upwards.  Now,  Sir,  let 
us  take  the  uttermoft,  namely,  450I.-— 450I.  quadrupled  is 
i,Sool. ;  which  fum  is  the  tenth  of  18, cool.  If,  then,  450I. 
be  the  higheft  fum  paid  for  the  prefent  aiTefled  taxes,  and  the  higbeft 
advance  reqiurcd  be  a  quadruple,  then  thofe  who  have  a  yearly  in- 
come of  20, pool.,  25,000!.,  and  fo  on  to  50,000!.,  cannot 
pay  any  thing  like  a  tenth,  while  the  middling  tradefman  pays  the 
complete  tenth,  the  amount  of  the  legal  exadiion.  Eut  what  do  I 
fay  P  fuch  a  tradefman  muft  frequently  pay  more  than  a  tenth.  If 
the  demand  amount  to  more,  he  will  comply  with  it,  rather  than, 
by  a  difclofure  of  his  circumdances,  give  a  mortal  wound  to  his 
Cfcdit. 

This  meafare.  Sir,  will  alfo  fall  unequally  upon  different  trades. 
Many  perfons  carry  on  trades  in  lai^e  buildings  vrith  lefs  proBts 
than  thofe  who  carry  it  on  in  fmall  counting-houfes ;  the  fornner 
it)u{l  contribute  a  larger  proportion  than  the  latter.     In  a  word,  I 
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fear  that  this  tax  will  ruin  almoft  all  the  trade  of  the  oountry. 
When  the  ooUedors  have  made  their  firft  round,  I  (hall  dread  to 
look  into  their  report.  It  will  detail .  a  greater  lift  of  killed  and 
wounded  than  ever  happened  among  our  vanqui(hed  troops  in  the 
field  of  battle.  But  fuch  as  furvive,  cannot  long  ftruggle  againft 
their  fate.  A  fpirit  of  economy  will  pervade  all  ranks.  Optional 
conveniences  and  luxuries  will  not  only  be  avoided,  but  the  fcale  of 
neccfl&ries  will  be  as  contraded  as  poflible.  If  perfons  deal  but 
little,  or  not  at  all,  in  the  commodities  to  which  they  have  before 
been  accuftomcd,  the  tradefman  will  find  bis  profits  diminifhed,  and 
muft  loon,  perhaps,  (hut  up  his  doors.  There  is  one  cafe  fo  hard. 
Sir,  that  I  cannot  omit  to  particularize  it.  An  honourable  Baionet 
(Sir  W.  Pulteney)  has  alluded,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech^  to 
builders.  I,  too,  have  had  occafion  to  conlider  the  circumftancesof 
that  defcription  of  men.  I  learn  by  letters  from  Bath,  that  a  mafiiB, 
whohasfaved  2ool.,  borrows  700I.  or  800I.  upon  mortgage  of 
the  intended  buildings,  and  erefis  a  houfe  upon  (jpeculation— he  lets 
it  for  a  certain  fum,  and  undertakes  to  pay  all  taxes,  never  con- 
templating fuch  an  extenfive  dennind  as  the  prefent.  How  hard 
will  it  be,  if  fuch  poor  builders  (and  there  are  many  fuch  in  BrifM* 
London,  and  other  cities)  be  a(fe(fed,  according  to  the  right  honour* 
able  gentleman's  plan,  while  the  rich  occupiers  of  the  houfes  efcape 
all  contribution.  I  hope  that,  in  the  future  (lages  of  this  bi^ 
nefs,  fome  regulation  will  be  adopted,  in  favour  of  that  dak  of 
iradefmen,  of  whom  I  have  been  fpeaking. 

It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  that  this  tax  will  not  affedt  the  poor.  I 
know  that  it  is  the  object  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  plan 
to  exclude  the  indigent  from  its  operation :  he  may  (belter  them 
from  the  immediate,  but  he  cannot  from  its  remote,  eflfeds.  The 
Britifh  nation  has  been  always  charaAerized  for  the  liberality  widi 
which  its  charitable  foundations  are  endowed,  as  well  as  for  thelpiric 
with  which  benevolent  fubfcriptions  are  always  promoted.  But  diit' 
tax  will  prevent  the  difFufion  of  that  philanthropy  for  which  the 
nation  is  fo  juftly  diftinguifhed.  Perfons  will  no  longer  have  a  (ii- 
perfluity,  which  may  enable  them  to  relieve  their  di(helfed  brethren; 
they  muft  look  only  to  provide  a  fufficiency  for  the  tax-gathere^. 
-A  felfifh  will  fucceed  to  that  generous  and  compaflionate.  difpofition 
which  has  hitherto  marked  us  as  Britons.  The  tax  upon  wine  has 
occafioned  many  of  thofe  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of  alRfting  the 
poor  with  wine,  to  difcontinue  the  praAice  of  affording  them  that 
help  under  ficknefs.  If  a  tax,  therefore,  when  laid  to  pay  the  *in- 
Cereft  of  a  loani  produced  this  evil  effect,  the  mifchief  nujft  be 
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greater,  when  it  is  defigncd  for  the  difcharge  both  of  principod  and 
intcreft. 

But,  in  miiigation  of  thefc  diftrefling  confequcnccs,  we  arc  dc- 
lired  to  remember,  that  this  high  advance  upon  the  afleffed  taxes  is 
no  more  than  a  temporary  facrifice  :  but  (hould  I  grant  that  it  will 
ex|Hre  at  the  period  p|-opofi(d,  I  deny  that  it  is  only  a  fro  tempore 
lofs.  If  I  pay  6ol.,  or  tool.,  or  200I.,  or  a  ftill  larger  fum  than  I 
now  pay  for  aflefled  taxes,  might  not  that  amount  have  been 
rendered  a  permanent  produftive  capital  for  the  advantage  of  my- 
felf  and  family  P      I  think  this  cannot  be  difputed. 

Hitherto,  Sir,  I  jiave  confldered  this  tax,  as  far  as  it  afFed^s  indi- 
viduals. I  (hall  now  endeavour  to  (liew  the  manner  in  which  it 
will  operate  upon  the  public  revenue.  A  fpirit  of  parfimony,  as  I 
before  obferved,  will  take  place.  Some  goods  will  no  longer  be 
purchafed,  others  but  fparingly  ;  and  as  moft  goods  are  taxed  to  the 
fupport  of  Goyernment,  the  old  taxes  may  dccreafe  in  produce,  to  a 
greater  amount  than  the  fum  intended  to  be  raifed  by  the  new.  But 
if  this  additional  afleflment  (hould  anfwer  the  expe£lation  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  it  can  be  made  productive  but  once. 
Perfons  having  felt  the  fmarting  confequcnccs  of  a  retrofpedJivc 
afleflment,  will  avoid  every  expence  which  renders  them  liable  to 
aflefled  taxes,  left,  at  the  end  of  fifteen  months  after  the  expiration 
of  the  year  1798,  they  (hould  again  be  ferved  as  now,  and  a  fecond 
time  be  duped. 

In  reprcfenting.  Sir,  the  confequcnccs  of  this  tax,  both  in  a  private 
and  public  light,  I  have  conftantly  proceeded  upon  the  fuppoiidon 
that  it  cannot  be  evaded.  But  what  wiH  be  the  efle£t  of  the  allowed 
declaration  ?  I  cannot  better  defcribe  it  than  by  calling  to  the 
recoIle6tion  of  the  Committee,  what  pafTed  during  the  late  revolu- 
tionary proceedings  in  Holland— A  loan  of  the  fifth,  part  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  country  was  required  by  the  Government,  and  an  in- 
terefl  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  was  to  be  paid.  As  landed  and 
public  fecuri ties  produced  but  two  and  a  half,  the  Dutch  gave  a  fair 
and  honeft  teftimony  of  the  amount  of  their  fortunes  \  but  when 
they  were  afterwards  Called  upon  to  advance  a  tenth  part,  and  prin- 
cipally with  a  view  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  firit  exa<^ion,  they 
moulded  their  cohfciences  to  the  circumdances^  and  a  great  deal  of 
perjury  was  praAifed ;  for  it  was  found  that  a  tenth  part,  which 
ought  to  have  produced  half  as  much  as  a  fifth,  did  not  produce  one 
quarter  fo  much.  Such,  Sir,  are  the  infeparable  confequences  of  all 
foitred  contributions,  accompanied  with  declarations,  giving  a  claim 
to  exemption  or  abatement.  They  introduce  a  great  deal  of  falfo- 
^ood  and  immorality  into  a  courUry^  and  but  very  little  money  into 
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the  public  coffers.  If  this  reafoning  be  juft,  the  right  honouiaUe 
gentleman  muft  deiift  from  congratulating  the  nation,  that  the  ex- 
pence  of  collcdling  will  be  inconfidcrable,  becaufe  no  new'  officers 
will  be  wanting.  In  this  metrojpolisy  and  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom^  innumerable  perfons  muft  be  Rationed  to  receive  the 
declarations  of  thofe  who  will  be  ready  to  affirm  that  the|demand 
exceeds  a  tenth  of  their  annual  income. 

The  next  branch  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  projed  is 
the  twelve  millions  by  loan.  The  finking  fund,  he  fays,  will,  in 
die  courfc  of  the  year  1798,  be  produAive  of  a  faving  of  four  mil- 
lions ;  which  fum  will  cancel  as  much  of  the  funded  debt  as  the 
four  millions,  part  of  the  twelve  millions,  fhall  have  cieated.  The 
remaining  eight  millions  he  propofes  to  extinguifh,  by  continuing 
the  forced  affciTmcnt  fifteen  months  beyond  the  year  1798.  Good 
God,  Sir,  what  a  profped  is  this  for  the  country  !  If  another  fup- 
ply  be  wanting  during  the  year  1798,  or  the  war  (hould  be  pro- 
longed beyond  that  year,  we  (hall  be  paying  the  prefent  afTeiTment 
in  difcharge  of  a  paf^  debt,  and  have  to  provide  millions,  and  mil* 
lions  befides  :  our  triple  mud  be  tripled,  and  our  quadruple  mud  be 
quadrupled  Is  it  poflTible  that  the  people  can  fupport  fi^ch  accumu* 
lated  burdens  ?  It  is  likewife  to  be  taken  into  the  account,  that 
provifion  muA  foon  be  made  by  us  for  the  payment  of  the  Imperial 
dividends.  Our  good  and  faithful  ally,  the  Emperor,  when  wc  icm 
duded  the  intereft  due  to  us  out  of  the  frcfh  fums  which  we  had 
agreed  to  lend  to  him,  was,  indeed,  a  moQ  punctual  paymafler.  But 
now  he  has  made  an  alliance  with  the  enemy,  and  has  &iled  in 
paying  the  dividends  at  the  time  when  they  became  due,  can  you 
reafonably  entertain  the  lead  hope  of  recovering  cither  the  principal 
or  intcreft  ?  Affurcdly  not.  What  a  heavy  acceflion  of  taxes, 
then,  muft  foon  fall  upon  our  (houlders !  Will  not  the  preffure 
be  too  great  for  us,  notwithdanding  the  vaunting  accounts  of  the 
pnxludivenefs  of  our  revenues,  and  of  the  fllourifhing  (tatc  of  our 
manufactures  and  commerce  ?  Seventeen  millions  and  upwards  arc 
undoubtedly  a  large  fum  to  raife  within  the  year ;  but  this  laft  year 
ought  to  have  produced  more  than  any  former,  in  confequence  of 
the  additional  impods.  But  have  not  the  taxes  fallen  far  (hort  of 
the  fums  at  whith  they  were  laid?  In  February,  1795,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ratefl  the  average  produce  of  the  old 
taxes  at  more  than  14,000, cool.  ;  but  the  paper  I  have  in  my 
hand,  which  was  delivered  in  to  this  Houfc  a  day  or  two  ago,  (hews 
the  amount  of  ihcfe  taxes,  in  1797,  to  have  been  very  little  more 
than  13,758,0001.  And  this  deficiency  woulJ  be  Aill  greater,  if 
one  article,  which  never  ought  to  have  been  introduced,  bc.crafcd— 
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I  mean  the  article  <<  for  lofs  on  the  duties  of  the  dtfKUery  which 
fubfifted previous  toi79i,  252,4.14!."  The  diftillers^  Sir,  pre 
pared  great  abundance  of  the  materials  of  their  trade  during  the 
legal  fufpenfion  of  it.  The  moment  the  refh-aint  was  taken  oflP, 
they  worked  41th  redoubled  vigour,  and  thus  repaired,  in  fome  de- 
gree at  leaft,  the  lofs  which  the  revenue  had  fuftained.  But  if  the 
lofs  were  not  by  thefe  means  compenfaCed,  it  furely  muft  have  been 
balanced  by  the  increafed  produce  of  the  tax  on  malt  and  the 
breweries.  In  proportion  as  fpirits  were  lefs  drank,  malt  liquor 
became  more  in  ufe.  Hence  the  article  I  have  alluded  to,  ought 
not  to  have  been  inferted.  The  taxes  impofed  (ince  the  war  have 
been  eftimated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  above  fix 
millions  and  a  half ;  but  they  have  produced  little  more  than  four 
millions.  Thus  the  taxes  of  the  year  1797,  which  have  amounted 
to  fomewhat  more  than  feventeen  millions,  ought  to  have  amounted, 
according  to  the  right  honourable  gentlemati's  efttmates,  to  twenty 
millions  and  a  half.  Some  gentlemen  appear  to  doubt  this  flate- 
ment.  If  I  am  ^ncorre£i,  they  will  oblige  me  by  pointing  out  my 
error. 

With  refped  to  the  profperous  condition  of  our  manufadures,  I 
can  only  fay,  that  my  information  leads  to  a  very  diflPerent  conclu- 
fion.  In  many  parts  of  the  country,  the  warehoufes  of  the  manu- 
fiatdturers  arc  full  ;  and  the  men,  turned  out  of  employ,  either  enter 
into  the  army  or  navy,  and  fwell  the  lift  of  the  kiileJ  ^  or  be- 
come chargeable  to  the  parifli. 

As  to  our  commerce,  no  doubt  *^  it  may  have  furpafled  its 
former  limits,"  becaufe  a  new  trade  may  have  been  opened  with 
foroc  of  the  places,  which  we  have  taken :  but  will  any  perfon  pre- 
tend to  fay,  that  the  acceflion  of  commerce,  furnifbed  by  our  eon- 
quefls,  can.  at  all  balance  that  which  we  have  loft,  in  confequenceof 
being  ftiut  out  of  the  ports  of  France,  the  Belgic  provinces,  Hol- 
land, Spain,  Italy,  and,  may  I  not  add,  the  whole  Mediterranean  ? 
None,  fure,  will  advance  fuch  an  abfurdity.  But  it  is  an  incon- 
trovertible proof  of  our  wealth,  fiiys  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, that  fuch  numbers  of  perfons,  pofleftcd  of  cajntal  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  arc  conftantly  invefting  their  property  in 
the  funds.  Is  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ferious  in  uiging 
this  fad  as  a  proof  of  opulence  ?  Does  he  not  know,  that  if  there 
be  many  purchafers,  there  muft  unqueftionably  be  as  great  a  num- 
ber of  fellers  ?  Kay,  the  ftate  of  our  funds  demonftrates,  that  the 
proportion  of  thofe  difpofed  to  fell,  muft  be  greater  than  of  thofc  in- 
clined to  purcbafe ;  for  otherwife  the  ftocks,  inftead  of  finking,  mut^ 
have  rifen. 
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lam  (enfible.  Sir,  that  I  have  prefented  the  Committee  with  a 
veiy  gloomy  pidiure  ;  but  I  am  confident  that  the  colouring  is  not, 
in  (he  fmallcft  degree,  heightened.  If  for  having  offered  to  the 
Committee  fo  melancholy  a  ftatement  I  fhould  incur  a  fevere  rebuke 
from  a  right  honourable  Secretary  (Mr.  Dundas),  and  he  (hould 
charge  me  with  being  an  advocate  for  the  French,  I  fhall  not  feel 
difturbed.  Confcious  of  the  uprightnefs  of  my  intentions,  and 
knowing  myfcif  to  be  no  lefs  attached  to  the  Britifli  Conditution 
than  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  any  other  gentleman  within 
or  without  thcfe  walls,  I  will  not  be  deterred  from  the  difchargc  of 
my  duty  by  boiftcrous  and  ill-founded  accufations. 

I  ought  to  beg  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  having  taken  up  fo 
much  of  their  time*   I  will  trefpafs  no  longer  upon  their  indulgence. 
I  have  endea\t)ured  to  fiate  my  obje£lions  to  the  various  methods 
propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  the  fupply  of  the 
public  wants  \  and  I  have  dwelt  more  particularly  upon  that  part  of 
his  plan,  in  which  he  deviates  from  his  ufualcourfe  of  raidng  money 
by  loan,  becaufe  I  think  it  injudicious  with  refpedl  to  the  impreflion 
it  will  make  upon  the  enemy,  unequal  and  oppreflivc  in  its  opera- 
tions at  home,  and  big  with  the  mod  ruinous  confequences.      But  I 
win  frankly  own,  that  if  I  could  think  more  favourably  of  the  Mi- 
niilcr's  financial  fchemes,  I  Ihould,  with  great  reludtance,  confide  to 
him  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money.     The  Minifters  have, 
in  the  fpecch  they  put  into  the  mouth  of  their  Sovereign,  recom- 
mended to  this  Houfe  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  principles  and  con- 
duft  which  have  hitherto  been  purfucd.     To  this  eulog)',  which 
they  have  bcftowed  upon  themfelves,  I   can  by  no  means  aflTent. 
They  are  the  authors  of  all  our  calamities.     By  intermeddling  in 
the  interior  concerns  of  other  States,  they  have  plunged  this  country* 
unncceflarily  and  wantonly  into  a  ruinous  and  expenfive  war,  which 
tiiey  have  been  unable  to  condudt  with  fuccefs,  and  which  they  oftea 
might  have  terminated  with  honour  and  advantage — they  have  at- 
tempted to  bully  foreign  hations  into  a  compliance  with  their  de- 
mand to  make  common  caufe  with  us  againft  France,  but,  upon  the 
lead  (hew  of  relidanee,  have  withdrawn  their  ineifedlual  menance-^ 
thcj  have  borrowed  upon  the  mod  exorbitant  terms,  and  fpent  with 
thegreateft  profulion  ;  fothat  a  vaft  addition  is  made  to  our  public 
debt,  and  an  immenfe  load  of  taxes  thrown  upon  the  people-^they 
have  fubiidizcd  many  of  the  European  Courts,  in  order  to  enable 
faithlefs  potentates  to  6ght  their  own  battles,  and  defend  their  own 
territories  ;  and  have  fent  money  out  of  the  country  without  the  am- 
fcnt,  and  even  during  the  fitting,  of  Parliament — they  have  intro- 
duced a  fyfiem  of  ifpicnage^  of  fctting  man  againft  man,  and  brother 
Vou  IV-  Z  2 
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againft  brother — they  have  invaded  the  juft  liberty  of  fpcechy  and 
of  the  prefs — and  have  cut  off  from  the  lower  clafies  their  only 
fourcc  of  political  information.  Can  you  wonder,  Sir,  that,  feel- 
ing thcfe  fentiments  fo  ftrongly  as  I  do,  I  fhould  be  unwilling  to 
truft  the  public  purfe  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration? 

After  the  obfervations  which  I  have  made,  it  is  almoft  necdlefs  to 
add,  that  I  fhall  give  my  hearty  negative  to  the  propofcd  rcfo- 
lutions. 

Mr.  PIERREPOINT.  1  believe  I  am  fpeaking  the  fentiments 
of  ever)'  Englifliman  when  I  fay  I  feel  great  regret  at  the  very 
heavy  burdens  which  are  about  to  be  laid  upon  the  people  of  this 
country.  But  I  fear  there  is  no  remedy  for  it.  I  (hall  only  a(k 
a  fingle  queftion,  and  I  beg  the  mod  ferious  atcentiop  and  confider- 
ation  of  the  Committee  to  it — Is  there  juftice,  is  there  franknefs,  is 
there  propriety,  that  part  of  thefe  heavy  burdens  fhould  not  be  felt  or 
borne  by  any  part  of  the  royal  family  or  their  dependents  ?  If  they 
were  to  come  forward  it  would  have  a  good  e(Fe£l ;  although  the 
fum  could  not  be  much,  yet  I  thinks  it  would  endear  them  to  their 
country. 

Colonel  WOOD  faid,  that  after  the  prefent  Government  of 
France  had  declared  their  intentions,  not  only  to  fubvcrt  the  !iber< 
ties,  but  to  deftroy  the  Confticution  and  Government  of  this  Countr) , 
holding  out  at  the  fame  time  the  plunder  of  its  inhabitants  as  an  ex- 
citement to  their  foldiery  to  embark  on  their  mad  and  frantic  expe- 
ditions, he  did  not  expe£t  to  hear  any  difference  in  opinion  relative 
to  the  neceflfity  of  great  and  extraordinary  fupplies,  to  enable  the 
Executive  Government  to  adopt  every  meafure  of  fecurity,  to  repel 
with  energy  and  effefl  fo  great  a  calamity.  He  did  not  think  at 
prefent  that  doubts  could  remain  in  the  bread  of  any  man  that 
there  was  now  any  alternative  left,  but  either  unconditionally  to 
proih^te  themfclves  at  the  feet  of  the  DireSory  of  France,  or  clfc 
to  come  forward  with  that  degree  of  liberality  and  manlinefs  cha- 
radteriftic  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  give  up  fome  fmall  por- 
tion of  their  property  for  the  fecurity  of  the  whole,  as  alfo  for  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  bleflings  to  themfelves  and  children,  of  livii^ 
under  a  mild  and  free  Government.  The  only  diflTerence  whkh 
he  expelled,  was  folcly  regarding  the  mod  eligible  mode  of  raifing 
fo  great  and  extraordinary  fupplies,  that  th(^  may  be  leaft  burden- 
fome  to  the  lower  and  middling  clafles  of  people,  and  be  chiefly 
borne  by  thofe  whofe  great  dake  in  the  country,  as  well  as  (itua- 
tions,  would  mod  likely  fubject  them  to  the  lead  inconveniency. 
Were  the  expences  of  individuals  univerfally  regulated  upon  any 
principle  of  extent  of  the  means  which  they  poflcfsi  in  fiich  cafe 
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the  plan  propofed  by  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the 
EicchequCT  would  be^^  in  every  refpef):,  unqueflionable ;  but  when 
gentlemen  confidcr  the  numbers  of  very  opulent  and  wealthy  men 
in  this  country,  whofe  expences  are  fmall  and  incondderable,  and 
who  contribute  little  or  nothing  to  the  neceflities  of  the  State,  could 
there  poflibly  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  neceflfity  of  fome  more  equit'a* 
ble  mode  of  contribution ;  fo  that  the  man  of  moderate  income, 
who  at  prefent  can  with  difficulty  fupport  a  numerous  family  in 
that  circle  of  fociety,  and  with  that  degree  of  comfort  in  which  he 
has  been  accuflomed  to  live,  may  not  be  compelled  either  to  aban- 
don all  his  former  acquaintances  and  conncdlions,  or  elfe  to  fubmic 
to  what  few  men  would,  of  declaring  himfelf  a  pauper.  He  was 
well  aware  of  the  objections  whidi  there  are  in  a  free  and  com- 
mercial country  to  any  univerfal  difclofure  of  the  property  of  indi- 
viduals ;  and  did  not  thofe  objedions  cxift,  (till  the  difficulty  of 
forming  any  pradtical  or  efficient  plan  of  finance,  where  feveral  mil- 
lions of  people  were  concerned,  whofe  property  was  daily  flu6tuating, 
forbid  any  fatiguine  expedhition  on  fuch  a  ground :  but  although 
fuch  plan  might  be  obje^ionable,  on  an  extenfive  fcale,  yet,  under 
limitations  and  injun<Slions  of  fecrecy,  he  conceived  fuch  plan  not 
only  pradicable,  but  that  it  would  be  highly  prodndive  and  ad- 
vantageous to  the  State,  without  being  at  all  injurious  to  indi- 
viduals. 

In  times  of  great  and  urgent  neceffity  fuch  as  the  prefent,  it 
was  not  from  the  petty  mlfer  or  economiit  that  the  country  could 
expeA  to  be  much  benefited,  but  from  the  opulent,  who  poifefs  great 
wealth,  with  but  little  difpo(ition  to  expence,  and  who  therefore 
cannot  fuflPer  much  perfonal  inconvenjpncy  from  any  temporary  fa-"* 
crifice  to  be  made.  Thofe  men  who  are  advocates  for  railing  the 
prefent^  extraordinary  fupplies,  by  continuing  the  ufual  mode  of 
funding,  ought,  in  the  firft  place,  to  have confidered  the  very  low  and 
depreciated  ftate  of  that  fpecies  of  property  ;  and  how  very  unjuft 
it  would  be,  that,  at  the  tirne  the  land-owner,  bond-holder,  and  va- 
rious other  fpecies  of  proprietors,  felt  in  a  fmall  and  inconfiderable 
d^;ree  the  inconveniences  of  the  war  ;  that  the  public  creditors  only 
ihould  bear  the  whole  of  the  burden. 

The  Colonel  obferved,  that  it  might  be  a  matter  of  fome  diffi- 
culty to  determine  at  what  particular  point  the  line  (hould  be  drawn, 
but  would  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  at  5,000!.,  and  that  no  perfon 
whofe  property,  whether  in  lands,  bonds,  funds,  goods,  or  whatever 
elfe,  was  leis  than  that  fum,  (hould  be  called  on,  but  be  permitted 
to  continue  to  pay  the  fame  taxes  and  afleflments  as  at  prefent — but 
that  every  peifon^  the  value  of  whofe  property  exceeded  5,oool., 
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fliould  be  reqdred  to  contribute  a  certain  portion  of  this  property, 
whether  a  half  per  cent.,  or  one  per  cent.,  as  may  be  adequate  to 
the  fervices  of  the  State,  in  place  of  all  taxes  and  aflcflfments  what- 
ever. Were  fuch  contributions  raifed  under  the  fuperintendance  of 
a  Secret  Committee,  every  objedVion  to  a  difclofure  of  properly 
would  be  done  away  ;  and  unlefs  its  being  known  that  every  indi- 
vidual pofTefled  more  than  5,oool.,  no  one  would  be  able  to  deter- 
mine to  what  extent  fuch  excefs  might  be.  He  faid,  that  it  would 
be  very  dcfirable  could  any  certain  eftimate  be  made  of  the  great 
wealth  of  this  very  opulent  country,  and  equally  fo  to  be  able  to 
aportion  the  (hare  of  this  wealth  poifeflTed  by  people,  whofe  pro- 
perty exceeded  the  regulated  fum :  but^  this  was  not  abfolutdy  ne- 
cefliary,  as,  after  the  firil  year,  it  would  be  clearly  underftood  what 
rate  would  be  equal  for  the  exigencies  of  the  State. 

The  value  of  the  landed  property  in  this  ifland  had,  many  years 
back,  been  eftimated  at  (ix  hundred  millions ;  and  if  another  hun- 
dred millions  be  added  for  the  incrcafed  value  of  land,  the  futn 
would  not  appear  to  be  by  any  means  exaggerated.  A  late  publi- 
cation, of  confiderable  merit,  (upon  the  Police  of  the  Metropolis), 
efli  mated  the  value  of  moveable  and  floating  property  only  at  one 
hundred  and  feventy  millions  ;  to  which,  if  be  added  the  value  of 
the  great  and  opulent  buildings,  manufadlures,  and  other  (pedes  of 
property,  they  may  be  eflimated  fairly  at  half  the  landed  property,  or 
three  hundred  and  fifty  millions  ;  and  eflimating  that  the  other  opu- 
lent cities,  towns,  &c.  through  the  whole  country,  only  equal  to 
London,  including  the  land,  they  will  together  make  a  fum  of  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  millions.  To  this  if  be  added  the  amount 
of  the  national  debt  of  four  hundred  millions,  and  taking  the  Wel^- 
India  property  at  feventy- five  millions,  the  Bank  of  England,  Eaft- 
India^  and  other  capitals,  at  twenty-five  millions,  and  that  die  other 
great  manufactories  throughout  this  kingdom,  (hipping,  ftores.  Sec 
only  amount  to  another  hundred  millions,  it  will  make  a  total  of 
two  thoufand  millions— »a  very  fmall  per  centage  on  which  would 
foon  relieve  this  country  from  all  her  embarralfments.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  even  one  per  cent,  of  this  capital  would  be  more  than 
the  Minifter  could  pofTibly  raifc  by  any  other  means  ;  and  no  man 
could  poflibly  objeft  againft  the  juflice  and  equity  of  this  principle  of 
raifing  the  public  fupplies— >Whereas  he  was  afraid  that  the  mode 
propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  not  only  be  un- 
productive, but  give  rife  to  great  heart-burnings  apd  difcontent,  at 
a  time  when  the  unanimity  of  every  man  in  the  country  was  fo  eflen- 
i  al.  He  (hould  therefore  objedi^to  that  plan^  unlefs .  it  (hould  be 
very  materially  modified  and  amended. 
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Mr.  DENT  faid,  it  had  been  obfcrvcd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  a  former  evening,  that  the  number  of  ftockholders 
had  been  increafed  among  the  middling  dafles,  who  had  lately  been 
tempted  to  lay  out  their  money  in  that  way.  '  He  had  alfo  Aated, 
chat  the  great  proprietors  could  not  be  laid  hold  of,  fo  as  to  be  made 
to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State  in  proportion  to  their 
property.  Mr.  Dent  was  of  opinion,  that  this  was  by  no  means 
the  cafe,  and  that  it  was  as  eafy  to  make  great  capitalifts  contribute 
to  the  national  expenditure,  as  to  tax  men  in  any  degree  in  propor- 
tion to  their  income. 

Mr.  filTRDON  faid,  the  quedion  now  was,  not  what  might  ap- 
pear agreeable  to  men's  wiihes,  but  what  was  necelTary  to  be  done* 
A  gentleman  over  the  way  (Mr.  NichoUs)  had  begun  by  putting  en- 
tirely ought  of  fight  the  ncccffity  of  the  war.  He  fliould  rather 
have  pointed  out  fomething  like  a  reafon  upon  which  he  denied  that 
neceflity.  He  had  faid  much  again!)  the  neceflTity  of  the  war,  and 
declared  his  determination  to  oppofe  the  meafurcsof  Adminilh^tion. 
But  he  had  long  conceived,  what  was  now  evident  from  the  language 
and  manner  of  the  French.  They  had  now  thrown  off  the  maflc, 
and  it  appeared  that  their  views  were  moft  pointedly  direded  againft 
this  Government.  They  were,  indeed,  the  fame  plans  they  had 
ever  kept  in  view  ;  at  all  times  regarding  the  fate  of  this  Country, 
and  regarding  the  general  balance  of  Europe ;  although  it  had  ap« 
pearcd  Aill  more  by  their  late  condu6t  than  at  any  former  period. 
That  honourable  gentleman  had  confidered  it  his  duty  to  his  confti- 
tucnts  to  oppofe  the  prefent  meafures,  to  oppofe  the  war,  and  to  op- 
pofe the  Adminiftration.  ,  He  felt  it  to  be  a  facred  duty  both  to 
himfelf  and  to  his  conftituents,  to  fupport  them.  He  confidered 
himfelf,  not  as  that  honourable  Member  had  fpoken  of  himfelf,  as 
the  reprefentative  of  a  few,  or  like  a  right  honourable  Member 
(Mr.  Burke),  now  no  more,  from  whofe  work  he  had  read  an  ex- 
tra^, and  whom  he  had  defcribeld  as  reprefenting  a  (ingle  individual 
in  that  Houfe.  He  confidered  himfelf  as  the  reprefentative  of  the 
People  at  large.  He  thought  it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  war ;  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fupport  the  prefent  Adminifiration,  beeaufe  he 
thought  they  would  crufti  the  enemy  ;  and  he  thought. they  would 
not  crufti  the  lower  ranks  of  focicty  as  that  honourable  Member  had 
ilated.  He  by  no  means  agreed  that  the  withdrawing  a  fmall 
part  of  the  capital  of  individuals  necelTarily  prevents  their  capital 
from  being  employed  in  the  condudl  of  their  own  concerns.  It  is 
at  their  option  to  difclofe  or  not  to  difclofe  their  circumftances,  and 
therefore  it  did  not  ncceffarily  deftroy  the  fource  of  induftry.  Or  fub- 
trad  from  capital  fo  as  to  prevent  the  lucrative  employments  of 
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their  refpeAive  vocations.  Every  man  on  whom  the  tax  was  liable 
to  weigh  at  all  heavily,  had  the  means  of  relief  by  a  partial  difclo- 
fure  of  his  circumdances,  that  is,  by  a  difclofure  to  a  certain  point  of 
what  his  income  was.  With  regard  to  His  Majedy  and  the  royal 
family  eommg  forward,  as  the  honourable  Men>ber  had  propofed, 
this  furely  was  too  trifling  an  obje£t,  in  the  article  of  finance  and  of 
national  refources,  to  merit  cc^fideration.  His  utility  confldeii  in 
the  execution  of  his  office,  and  of  the  laws  of  the  country.  It  -  is 
CQo  trifling  an  objedl  to  look  to  as  a  matter  of  fupply,  and  nc  was 
forry  fuch  an  obfervation  (hould  have  fallen  from  the  honourable 
gentleman. 

Mr.  PIERREPOINT  rofc  merely  to  fct  the  honourable 
gentleman  right  in  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  him  concerning 
the  royal  family.  He  had  faid  that  it  was  not  juft  that  the  royal 
family  and  all  their  Dependents  fhould  be  exempt  from  the  tax. 
Such 'an  exemption,  when  the  country  was  fo  generally  oppreflcd, 
was  really  fliocking. 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  gentleman  oppofite 
to  him  (Mr.  NichoUs)  would  prove  the  tax  to  be  unneccflTary,  he 
(hould  go  away  extremely  relieved.  But  how  did  he  attempt  to 
prove  that  aflcrtion  ?  By  faying  that  the  war  itfelf  was  unncccffary  ; 
and  he  was  fo  far  of  a  contrar}'  opinion  in  this  refpedt,  that  he  wa& 
proud  to  fay,  that  he  was  one  of  thofe  who  had  fupported  it  from 
the  b^inning.  It  was  a  war  in  which  the  enemy  had  been  origi- 
nally the  agreflbr,  and  had  continued  the  a^reflbr  throughout :  ^nd . 
it  was  a  war  which  had  been  fupported  by  the  bold,  manly  condudi 
of  that  Houfe,  and  fandtioned  by  the  wifdom  of  Parliament.  Ano- 
ther honourable  gentleman  had  declared  on  a  former  evening,  that 
he  could  hot  go  from  that  Houfe  and  look  his  conftituents  in  the  fice 
unlefs  he  oppofed  the  meafure  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  He  was 
bold  to  fay,  he  (hould  blu(h  to  face  his  conflituents  if  he  did  oppofe 
it.  He  rccoUeded  that  we  had  to  do  with  an  enemy  who,  while 
they  themfelvcs  were  the  aggreflbrs,  conftantly  declared  us  to  be  fo, 
and  condantly  proteftcd  that  they  would  even  make  us  pay  the  ex- 
pcnces  of  the  w^r.  It  was  a  war  upon  which  the  profperity  and 
even  the  exigence  of  the  country  depended.  It  was  a  war,  to  fup- 
port  which  he  was  ready,  not  only  to  give  up  one-tenth,  but  one- 
half  of  his  property. .  He  recolle£led  that  our  anccftors  had  be- 
queathed us  a  Conftitution,  which  was  better  than  any  wealth  or 
inheritance  they  could  have  left  us  poflefled  of— They  had  left  us  a 
Conflitution  for  which  he  would  facrifice  the  lad  (hilling  of  his 
property  and  the  laft  drop  of  his  blood  ;  and  he  (hould  then  conli* 
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der  that  he  left  his  children  a  better  thing  thsin  all  the  accumulated 
wealth  he  could  tranfmit  them. 

Gentlemen  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  ufurped  power  of 
Adminiftration^  and  about  the  Reform  of  Parliament,  as  if  the  pre- 
fent  contoft  were  a  conteft  merely  for  the  Reform  of  Parliament,  and 
not  for  the  very'exiftcnce  of  the  Country.  Gentlemen  had  heard 
of  the  lofles  of  coachmakers  and  of  manufacturers.  There  was  not 
a  man  in  that  Houfe,  and  he  (hould  be  veiy  forry  it  (hould  go  out 
of  that  Houfe,  that  there  was  a  man  in  it,  vf\\o  would  go  farther  to 
protect  the  property  and  profpcrity  of  the  Country,  than  himfelf. 
He  believed  that  ihere  ftill  exi(led  in  this  Country  the  fame  fpirit  as 
formerly.  He  believed  that  fpirit  poffcffed  a  kind  of  elafticity, 
which  would  rife  till  it  conquered  this  enemy. 

The  laft  declaration  of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  one  which 
had  converted  an  honourable  Baronet  in  that  Houfe  ;  and  in  regard 
to  this,  he  would  dwell  more  upon  the  effcft  than  the  fubftance.  It 
had  been  well  ftated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the 
real  object  of  the  war  arofe  from  the  hatred,  the  jcaloufy,  the  ani- 
mofity,  and  the  ambition  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  point  which  they 
confidcred  as  their  rallying  point  was  the  dcl^rudtion  of  this  Country 
and  Government.  If  happinefs  and  peace,  and  focial  comfort,  were 
ever  to  be  introduced  again  into  the  world,  this  nation,  he  hoped, 
would  be  the  rallying  point  around  which  they  would  aflemble. 

With  rcfpcdl  to  the  plan  of  finance  now  propofed,  he  was  deci- 
dedly for  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  a  neceflary  meafure.  If  it  (hould 
be  found  neceflary  hereafter  for  every  man  to  declare  the  amount  of 
his  property,  he  (hould,  for  the  fame  reafon,  fupport  that  meafure. 
In  that  cafe,  every  thing  that  was  property  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  account ;  land,  mortgages,  (lock,  funded  property,  all  were 
equally  property,  and  ought  equally  to  pay  for  protedion. 

Inttead  of  blaming  the  meafure  now  propofed,  if  the  honourable 
Baronet  could  difcover  a  means  whereby  to  raife  the  whole  fupplics 
within  the  year,  as  he  had  faid  was  pradicable,  he  and  every 
man  would  thank  him  mod  cordially  for  his  plan.  By  fuch  a  mode 
of  employing  his  abilities,  hb  was  fure  he  would  render  his  country 
a  very  important  fervice.  Till  fuch  a  plan  was  propofed,  he  (hould 
approve  that  now  before  the  Houfe.  That  plan  was  fuch  as  to 
relieve  a  large  portion  of  the  fubjedts  by  the  modification  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  fo  judicioufly  introduced,  and 
which  were  fuch  as  to  admit  of  any  nece(rary  degree  of  alleviation 
to  thefubjed^  He  was  of  opinion  that  His  Majefty's  Minifters  had 
throughout  the  war  conduced  the  vtScl  of  the  State  with  great  wif- 
doro  ;  and  tie  doubted  jiot  they  woi^ld- ultimately  bring  it  fafcly  into 
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ven  of  peace.  But  while  the  commanders  were  ptlotir^  us 
curity,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  matiners  to  be  firm  upon 
3ft.  Let  us  look  over  the  mode  of  relief  which  the  Chan- 
f  the  Exchequer  had  propofed  for  the  lower  claffes.  It  wa$ 
effedually  to  relieve  thofe  who  were  leaft  able  to  contribute 
exigencies  of  the  State  ;  and  in  this  view  of  the  (objcStf  he 
nfident  it  was  fuch  that  every  man  muft  be  fatisfied  the  Houfe 
ne  their  duty. 

TIERNEY.  After  the  confiderable  length  of  time  which 
lourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  took  to  anfwcr  what  had 
iid  by  my  honourable  friend,  and  alfo  what  I  faid  myfelf  on 
er  occafion,  efpecially  as  he  had  an  opportunity  of  (peaking 
le  in  private,  I  expedted  fomething  more  explicit  from  him. 
udcd  to  the  cafe  of  the  Lives  and  Property  men,  and  to  the 
I  I  ^ve  upon  that  fubjedl.  I  hold  the  fame  opinion  of  them 
He  has  not  ftated  that  opinion  corredlly  ;  I  never  did  fay 
y  objedtion  was  to  the  Loyalty  Loan  ;  but  when  that  loyalty 
a  difcount  they  feemcd  inclined  to  wifli  they  had  withheld 
7brts>  and  afterwards  defired  to  be  reimburfed  for  loflcs,  the 
which  they  never  intended  to  incur. 

;  honourable  gentleman  was  alfo  pleafed  to  allude  to  what  I 
ncerning  the  misfortune  of  being  prefent  when  this  plan  was 
I  did  fay,  that  having  the  misfortune  to  be  prefent,  and 
lows  I  feel  much  reafon  to  lament  I  did  not  turn  my  back  on 
3ufe  with  thofe  who  have  done  fo,  for  furely  that  is  the  wifeft 
to  take,  when  a  Houfe,  calling  itfelf  the  Repreientation  of  the 
,  reverfes  all  the  well-know  e^abliflied  and  acknowledged 
F  taxation.  But  having  the  misfortune  to  be  prefent,  I  did 
lat  I  could  not  face  my  conAituents  without  being  prepared  to 
hem  I  had  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  oppofe  the  pre- 
m.  Whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Southwark, 
nhabitants  of  the  city  of  Lincoln  will  be  beft  fatis^cd  with  the 
i  of  their  reprefentaiive  may  be  foon  difcovered.  From  what 
already  heard,  and  from  what  I  feci,  I  apprehend  that  ho* 
e  gentleman  will  not  long  be  popular  with  his  conRitucnts. 
lot  mean,  to  fay  any  thing  this  night  on  tl^e/condu£i  of  the 
r  in  the  management  of  the  prefent  war.  I  cannot  now, 
r,  help  obferving,  that  it  was  a  little  fir^ular  that  my  honour- 
end  (hould  be  called  to  order  in  fpeaking  on  the  prefent  war, 
it  a  right  honourable  gentleman  who  followed  him  ihould 
oken  for  half  an  hour  upon  nothing  dfe.  That,  however^ 
:  the  fault  of  his  friends,  for  I  think  I  could  perceive  uneafi- 
fome  of  them  while  he  was  fpcaUrig.     Indeed  that  xif^t 
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honourable  gehtfeman  is  in  a  fituation  of  ifome  embarraiTnient.  R6 
has  been  for  a  long  time  (heir  opponent,  and  if  now  under  the  ne- 
cdTiry  of  vnaintaining  that  nothing  is  more  confiflent  than  the  whole 
of  their  condudt.  I  do  not  wonder  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chcqner  fhould  be  alarmed  at  fome  of  the  expreflTions  of  his  right ' 
honourable  friend  ;  they  are  extremely  different  in  their  difpoit* 
tions ;  the  Secretary  at  War  is  a  man  of  plain  manners,  and  of 
rigid  attachment  to  his  principles,  and  we  arc  fure  to  have  from  him 
a  true  defcription  of  his  feelings  ;  however,  when  he  fpeaks  again, 
as  we  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing  him  but  feldom,  I  hope  he 
will  be  provided  with  a  better  fet  of  reafons  to  fupport  his  do^rine 
than  thofe  which  he  has  laid  before  us  to-night.  I  confider  him  as 
a  perfon  who  wUhes  to  fill  up  the  gap  occafioned  by  the  abfence  of 
Mr.  Burke  ;  but  unfortunately  we  fee  nothing  remaining  of  that 
ftatcfman  but  his  violence.  So  at  leaA  do  I  feel  it,  and  fo  I  think 
this  country  will.  What  other  imprelTion  can  the  fentiments  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  convey  ?  He  tells  us  plainly  it  is  of  no 
importance  what  the  French  may  think  concerning  the  finccrity  with 
which  we  attempted  to  negotiate.  He  avows,  as  becomes  htm,  linee 
he  feels  it,  that  the  war  was  entered  into  with  a  view  to  oppofe 
French  principles.  He  tell  us  plainly  that  he  faw  at  the  commence- 
ment of  their  Revolution  that  their  principles  were  hoftile  to  all  law, 
all  order,  all  religion,  and  all  fubordination  in  focicty.  I  leave  ft 
to  him  to  explain  why,  under  fuch  a  conviction,  he,  as  one  of  the 
Cabinet,  confented  to  fending  an  Ambaflador  to  treat  with  perfons 
who  chcri(hed  fuch  principles.  I  leave  it  to  htm,  for  it  concerns 
him  and  not  me,  to  explain  why  he  fubmitted  to  the  opening  a  ne- 
gotiation under  fuch  ctrcumftances,  and  which  muft  either  be  fruit* 
kfs  or  he  muft  abandon  his  own  principles.  Thefe  principles, 
however,  it  is  manifeft  he  has  not  abandoned,  for  he  has  told  us 
this  night  that  he  has  not  altered  his  opinion.  He  told  us  mofi 
diftindly  and  emfrfiatically,  that  French  principles  were  hoftile  to 
all  law,  all  order,  all  religion,  and  all  fubordination  in  fociety  ;  for, 
iays  he,  concifely  and  in  a  pidiy  manner,  <*  I  thought  fo  once,  but 
now  I  now  it :"  by  which  he  conveys  to  tis  an  idea  that  the 
French  Revolution  was  at  firft,  in  his  opinion,  a  dreadful  diforder ; 
but  that  now  he  has  the  comibrt  of  declaring  it  incurable. 

When  the  queftion  of  Reform  in  Parliament  was  mentioned  this 
night,  I  obferved  great  uneafinefs,  and  indeed  it  was  treated  by  ibme 
as  matter  of  impertinence  to  introduce  it.  I  know  no  reafon  whj 
it  fhould  be  fo  confidered,  nmcf  any.  irregularity  in  mentioning  it, 
when  heavy  burdens  are  about  to  be  impofcd  by  this  Hotife  on  tbofe 
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whom  it  is  our  duty  faithfully  to.  reprefent.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  when  that  fubje6i  was  propofed  by  an  honourable 
friend  of  mine,  oppofed  it  indeed  ;  but  how  ?  Not  by  dating  that 
he  was  an  enemy  to  all  Reform,  but  that  it  was  a  quefiion  which 
could  not  be  prudently  agitated  until  the  war  was  at  an  end.  I 
always  underflood  him  to  profefs  at  lead  that  he  is  a  ftrenuous  advo- 
cate for  Reform.  [Here  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (ignified 
fome  difapprobation.  Mr.  Tierney  proceeded  :]  I  do  not  know 
whether  I  am  too  charitable  towards  that  right  honourable  gende- 
man,  when  I  conceive  him  to  be  incapable  of  an  entire  dercli^oa 
of  his  original  principles  ;  they  certainly  were  the  caufe  of  all  the 
popularity  he  ever  had.  If  now  he  thinks  it  good  to  abandon  them, 
it  is  his  own  concern.  But  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War 
is  fo  far  from  approving  or  encouraging  a  hope  of  any  Parliamentary 
Reform,  that  he  fiates  plainly,  one  great  reafon  with  him  for  continue 
ing  the  war  is  to  prevent  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  for  he  tells  you 
that  Reform  cannot  be  had  without  a  Revolution.  Here  is  an  af- 
furance  of  continuing  the  war  to  a  period  which  no  man  can  cal- 
culate without  horror.  The  people  of  this  country  and  the  enemy 
learn  from  the  fpeech  of  the  Secretary  at  War  to-night  that  there 
is  one  man,  at  lead  in  His  Majefty's  Cabinet  who  thinks  that  the 
war  muft  be  perfevcred  in,  and  with  a  candour  which  does  him  ho- 
nour, he  flat«s  that  the  principles  and  fyftem  of  the  French  are 
totally  incompatible  with  the  (kfety  of  this  and  of  every  other  coun- 
try, and  that  the  motives  he  had  originally  for  abetting  the  war  Aill 
animate  his  mind  and  influence  his  conduA.  The  right  honourable 
Secretary  is  manly  and  open.  I  could  fee,  however,  that  his  col- 
leagues did  not  think  him  pcrfeSly  difcreet.  He  told  fomewhat 
too  much.  He  made  it  known  that  they  were  not  (incerely  difpofed 
to  peace,  and  he  juftificd  the  jcaloufy  of  the  French  Government 
with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  our  Minifters.  He  was  interrupted^ 
indeed,  in  his  difclofures,  for  his  lefs  ingenuous  friends  faw  the 
dilemma  into  which  he  had  got.  If  he  thought  that  no  peace 
ought  to  be  made  with  principles  fo  dangerous,  and  that  he  never 
wiOicd  for  peace,  upon  what  ground  of  honour  and  confiftcncy  did 
he  give  his  confent  to  two  negotiations  with  the  Dire6lory  for  peace  .^ 
After  this  night,  who  (hall  fay  that  the  diftruft  of  BritiOi  fincerity 
was  unfounded  ?  And  after  this,  who  will  fay  that  we  (hall  foon 
have  peace  ?  While  he  is  confiftent  with  himfelf  therefore,  and 
Gonlitlent  with  himfcif,  I  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  he  will  be,  the 
f  eople  of  this  countr}'  and  the  enemies  of  this  country  have  his  af* 
furance  that  there  is  in  the  King's  Cabinet  one  man  at  Icaft  who  is 
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not  fincerely  defirous  to  obtain  peace  for  the  People  of  this  Country^ 
for  fear  that  they  ihould  thereby  obtain  a  fair  rcprefentation  in 
Partiamcnt. 

I  feci  myfelf  called  upon,  otherwifc  I  (hould  not,  t(f  makcfomc 
obfervations,  in  addition  to  thofe  I  have  already  made  on  the  mea- 
fure  which  is  now  before  you.  I  hold  it  to  be  an  z&  of  Icgiflativc 
imprudence  in  thofe  who  propofc  this  meafurc,  and  indeed  to  be~Ain- 
parliamentary  language,  to  fay  to  thofe  who  oppofe  their  meafures,  • 
"  produce  better  yourfclf.  Sir." — If  I  had  the  talents,  be  it  rccol- 
ledied  that  I  have  not  the  information  requifite  for  that  purpofe.  I 
cannot  examine  all  nor  any  of  the  collcdors  of  the  revenue.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  can  ;  his  refources,  therefore,  ought  to 
enable  him  to  produce  a  good  plan.^  My  duty  confines  me  to 
oppofixig  a  bad  one.  That  duty  I  difchai^e  as  well  as  I  am  able. 
I  am  ftruck  with  the  infufficiency,  with  the  inequality,  and,  above  all, 
with  the  injuftice  of  the  prefent  meafure.  I  fay,  therefore,  that 
before  I  am  called  upon  to  contribute  my  (hare,  and  before  I  fhew 
my  zeal  as  the  MiniOer  demands  it,  I  fhould  be  fatisfied  that 
thofe  who  are  higher  in  the  fcale  of  focicty  than  myfclf  are  to  con- 
tribute their  due  proportion,  and  that  thofe  who  move  in  a  lower 
fphere  are  not  to  be  ruined,  elfe  it  is  my  duty  to  oppofe  the  mea- 
fure. I  own  it  does  not  feem  to  me  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  will  be  able  to  ftrike  fuch  terror  into  the  French  as  he 
pretends  he  will  do  by  the  adoption  of  the  prefent  plan.  True  it  is 
he  boafts  fufficicntly  of  the  flouriihing  (late  of  our  revenue,  and  of 
the  readinefs  of  the  people  to  fupport  him  in  the  war,  but  yet  he  will 
tK>t  truA  to  their  zeal.  He  does  not  expedt  to  get  a  (hilling  of  his 
boafied  revenue  without  an  excifemah  at  every  man's  elbow.  Is 
this  the  way  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  French  ?  Certainly  it  is  not, 
I  (hall  be  fubjcft  again  to  mifreprcfentation  ;  that  I  know ;  but  I 
will  perform  my  duty.  We  live  in  times  when  men  who  wifh  to 
ferve  their  fellow-creatures  can  never  be  faid  to  be  well  prepared  to 
perform  their  office,  if  they  arc  to  be  deterred  by  the  clamour  that 
may  be  raifed  againfl  them. 

With  rcfped  to  what  has  been  faid  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
concerning  the  propriety  of  the  King's  fetting  an  example, — [Here 
there  was  a  call  to  order.] — Well  then,  I  will  fay,  concerning  the 
propriety  of  the  difFcrent  branches  of  the  royal  family  fctting  an 
example :  I  own  it  is  an  idea  which  I  approve  of,  for  it  would  be 
idmc  confolation  to  me  to  feel  that  thcfe  illuikious  perfonages,  as 
well  as  their  attendants,  are  bearing  part  of  the  burdens  at  the  mo- 
jiient  when  I  am  called  upn  to  vote  away  the  comforts  of  my  own 
£amily>  and  of  my  conftituents.     There  is  not  one  among  us  who 
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opght  not  to  fed  as  I  do  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  the  Chanceltor  of 

the  Exchequer  ough  to  be  aware  of  the  efiefl  he  was  likely  to  produce 

by  the  words  which  he  lately  put  into  the  mouth  of  his  Sovereign. 

His  MajeAy  declares  that  **  he  will   make  common  caufe  with 

**  his  people,  and  that  chey  muft  ftand  or  fall  together."     I  was 

glad  to  hear  this  fentiment.     But  how  does  the  Chancellor  of  the 

Exchequer  intend  carrying  it   into  effe&  i     He  propofcs  a  triple 

aflfeflfment  upon  all  Aflfeffed  Taxes,  the  only  fpecies  of  tax  to  which 

no  part  of  the  royal  family,  nor  any  of  their  moft  menial  attendants, 

contribute  any  thing.     I  do  not  like  to  ufe  difre{pe£tful  language, 

but  this  mode  of  proceeding  really  appears  to  me  to  be  calculated  to 

bring  that  right  honourable  gentleman's  royal  mafler  and  family  into 

difregard.     This  plan  takes  not  a  (ingle  farthing  out  of  the  pockets 

of  the  meanefl  of  his  houfehold.    Every  individual,  from  the  hig^eft 

to  the  lowed  in  all  the  royal  houfeholds,  will  be  totally  exempt 

from  this  duty.     It  is  not  for  the  fum,  it  is  to  the   principle  of 

the  exemption  that  I  objedl.     It  is  the  appearance  of  the  thing  that 

makes  it  odious«     I  will  go  farther.   Sir,  and  fay,  that  not  only 

ihould  the  royal  family  contribute  to  this  new  burden,  but  your 

**  Lives  and  fortunes  men"  (hould  be  made  to  come  forward. 

They  have  now  an  opportunity  of  manifefting  the  fincerity  of  their 

zeal.     It  was  by  their  ardour  the  war  was  carried  on.     I  am  forry 

I  fee  no  particular  attention  paid  to  them,  and  that  they  are  not  called 

upon  to  contribute  in  proportion  to  that  ardour.  I  fee  feveral  honour* 

able  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  one  in  particular,  who,  I  think,  ought 

to  contribute  lately.     He  is  fo  laviflily  bedaubed  with  places  and 

linecure  emoluments,  that  he,  I    am  furc,  ought  to  contribute 

^^ij ;  nay,  he  has  occafionalUy  faid  he  would.     I  believe  that 

not  one  of  thefe  places  or  finecure  emoluments  will  be  aficded 

one  (ingle  farthing  by  this  triple  affeffment ;  for  the  Secretary  of 

State  inhabits  the  Houfe,  and  rides  in  the  carriage  of  the  Trea- 

furer  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Control  is 

leen  in  the  fame  vehicle. 

This  meafure  is  defended,  at  \eaA  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  de- 
fended,  as  a  tax,  the  principle  of  which  is  an  impoft  upon  luxury. 
I  conceive,  that  if  it  be  fo,  its  having  a  retrofpedive  eSk6t  is  unjuft. 
It  was  a  principle  in  our  legiflation,  not  to  compel  a  man  to  pay  for 
luxury,  unlefs  he  chofe  to  indulge  in  it.  It  was  always,  until  voy 
latdy,  under(lood  in  England,  that  a  man  was  not  bound  to  psy 
even  for  his  luxuries,  unlefs  he  confcnted  to  enjoy  them.  But  now, 
mth  a  fpirit  of  plunder,  for,  indeed,  it  is  nothing  dfe,  every  man  is 
C2jled  upon  to  pay  in  the  cnfuing  year  for  luxuries  which  he  enjoyed 
in  the  la(t|  even  although  prudence  may  have  induced  him  to  abao* 
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don  them.  Lafi  year  I  kept  two  carriages  ;  now  I  ifiQft  pay  for 
eight.  This  may  appear  to  fome  as  a  trifling  mode  of  reafontng  ; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  juft.  There  are  many  men  to  whom  it 
is  eflcntial  to  keep  up  appearance.  .  They  would  ftrain  many  points 
in  private;  they  would  regulate  their  private  concerns  by  good  do- 
mcAic  management,  for  the  fake  of  not  appearing  Ich  advantage- 
oufly  in  public  than  formerly ;  by  this  plan  they'  are  not  permitted 
to  do  fo.  My  objedion  goes  Aill  farther ;  it  reaches  the  common 
mechanics.  A  poor  man  accudomed  to  wear  his  lilver  watch,  was 
aiked  ibroe  time  ago  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  "  Will 
joa  give  up  your  watch,  or  pay  me  half  a  crown  a  year  for  leave  to 
wear  it  r"  The  poor  man,  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  that  arttde^ 
ncoeffary  in  many  cafes,  even  to  exadnefs  in  bufinefs,  would  an- 
fmtr,  *•  Yes,  I  will  pay  you  half  a  crown  for  leave  to  wear  it  ;** 
but  now  he  is  to  be  called  upon  for  a  double  afleffrnent,  upon  diat 
leave,  and  finds  it  adually  mortgaged  to  its  full  value. 

But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  calls  this  a  tax  upon  in* 
come,  and  that  he  deems  a  juft  principle.  He  fays,  that  the  expen- 
diture in  general  is  a  good  criterion  of  wealth.  In  thefe  principles 
he  was  powerfully  fupported  to-night  by  an  honourable  Baronet,  who 
fpdce  fo  warmly  in  favour  of  his  plan.  That  honourable  Baronet 
proceeded  farther  than  the  Miniftcr ;  he  went  even  bcyor\d  your 
••  Lives  and  fortunes  men."  He  fcemed  to  think,  that  not  only 
7,000,0001.  might  be  raifed  within  the  year,  but  that 
21,000,000 1.  might.  lean  aifure  that  honourable  Baronet,  I 
am  glad  to  find  him  fo  ready  to  contribute  to  fuch  an  irnp')lT  as  this. 
Let  him,  and  men  like  him,  come  boldly  forward,  vith  their  great 
wealth,  to  fupport  the  State,  and  they  will,  indeed,  i^rike  more  terror 
in  the  enemy  than  any  plan  to  tax  the  middle  order  can  poflibly 
produce.  But  as  I  underfland  the  honourable  Baronet  is  proptietor 
of  a  greater  number  of  houfes  than  any  man  in  England,  I  rather 
fufpeft  he  will  find  this  impoft  a  little  heavier  than  he  has  hitherto 
conceived  it  to  be,  and  confequently  will  have  to  pay  more  than, 
with  all  his  patriotifm,  he  intended  to  contribute. 

My  chief  objedtion  to  this  plan  is,  that  there  is  in  it  no  fair  crite- 
rion of  income.  I  keep,  as  I  have  faid  already,  two  carriages-*-! 
am  now  to  pay  for  eight.  [Here  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
laid,  that  no  perfon  was  to  be  charged  with  more  than  five.]  Well 
(hen,  I  moft  pay  for  five.  I  may  keep  five  fervants  ;  others  keep  a 
much  laiger  number.  I  fay  there  is  no  equality,  taking  property 
to  be  the  bafis,  in  the  principle  of  this  tax  ;  for  thofe  who  keep  a 
inuch  larger  number  are  not  charged  according  to  their  relarive  con- 
dition in  fociety.    It  is  not  to  the  number  of  fervants  wMch  a  man 
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may  keep,  nor  to  the  number  of  carriages^  (o  much  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  are  kept,  that  we  ought  to  apply  the  principle  of 
this  tax.  I  order  my  carriage  to  be  patched  and  vamped,  and  my 
fervants  are  hired  to  perform  ufeful  offices.  A  man  of  a  larger 
fortune  has  his  carriages  fplendidly  decorated  and  has  two  or  three 
new  coaches  every  year.  His  fervants  are  employed  In  taking  care 
of  an  enormous  mafs  of  plate,  of  fplendid  furniture,  in  preparing 
coftly  entertainments,  and  in  the  general  difplay  of  his  prodigious 
wealth,  and  of  his  ta(Ye  and  faihion.  Such  a  man,  I  fay,  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  contribute  upon  a  much  higher  fcale  than  fuch  a  man 
as  me,  according  to  the  principles  upon  which  this  mcafure  is  pro- 
fefledly  introduced. 

But  let  us  confider  the  c(k&  which  is  likely  to  follow  this  mea- 
fure  upon  the  middle  clafs  of  fociety.  I  apprehend  much  danger  in 
that  view  of  the  fubjed^.  If  you  prevent  the  middle  orders  from 
keeping  up  that  appearance  to  which  they  have  been  accuftomed,  you 
will  deftroy  that  noble  pride  which  has  been  fo  much  the  guardian  of 
their  morals,  and  drive  them  to  a  (late  which  leads  diredily  to  a 
defperate  contempt  of  prudence.  This  coniidcration  is  very  im- 
portant in  a  national  view. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  mifconceives  the  eSeSt  of  taxa- 
tion altogether*— it  is  evident  from  his  condud  in  impofing  the  duty 
upon  wine.  His  firft  duty  upon  that  article  was  a  good  one :  it 
certainly  was  a  fair  objedl  of  taxation :  but  by  the  additional  duty, 
he  occafioned  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue  which  cannot  be  eafily 
made  up:  it  now  appears  that  it  produces  lefs  than  it  did  before  the 
firft  impoft  I  did  not  upon  a  former  occafion,  nor  (hall  I  now, 
enter  into  the  detail  c^  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  budget, 
becayfc  I  conceive  that  he  himfelf  faid,  that  at  a  more  advanced 
part  of  the  feffion  he  would  be  able  to  give  us  more  perfed  cili- 
mates.  Certainly,  as  he  did  open  the  bufinefs,  there  were  many 
great  lines  of  expence  totally  overlooked.  He  faid  nothing  of  the 
Imperial  Annuities  ;  and  yet  they  muft  be  provided  for,  for  they 
amount  to  above  500,0001.  a  year.  He  faid,  that  he  would  want 
350,0001.  a  year  as  taxes  for  the  4,000,000!.  which  he  means 
to  fund;  and  he  would  alfo  want  25o,oooL.  of  taxes  for  the 
3,ooo,oool.  of  navy,  which  was  alfo  to  be  funded ;  fo  that  we 
have  Aill  to  look  for  taxes  to  the  amount  of  1,300,0001.  in  addi- 
tion to  this  triple  afleiTment,  even  according  to  the  view  which  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  is  now  able  to  form  of  our  probable  ex- 
pence.  What  it  would  amount  to,  we  miiA  wait  till  the  mooth 
of  April  ;  it  is  then  only  he  is  able  to  fee  clearly  into  the  whole 
of  our  expence  i  for  there  is  always  a  film  upon  his  eyes  beibfe 
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Chriftmas,  which  prevents  him  from  feeing  beyond  the  month  of 
April. 

I  Suppofing  this  to  be  right,  as  a  taxation  upon  income,  I  fay  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  errs  in  forming  his  criterion.  He  fays, 
that  no  perfon,  in  any  cafe,  will  be  taxed  beyond  a  tenth  of  his  pro- 
perty ;  and,  this,  he  fays,  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  oath  of  the  party 
in  the  event  of  his  being  over-rated*  I  am  really  quite  aftoniflied^ 
that  in  a  cotpmercial  capital  like  this,  fuch  obfervations  (hould  be 
made  in  this  Houfe :  it  calls  upon  men  for  that  fort  of  difclofure 
upon  which  no  dependance  ought  to  be  placed,  for  reafons  that  are 
too  obvious  to  make  it  neceflary  they  (hould  now  be  mentioned. 
I  faid,  this  was  a  war  againft  the  principles  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  I  am  fupported  by  the  fentiments  of  the  Secretary  at 
War,  candidly  cxpreffcd  this  night.  I  fay  that,  with  all  our  pro- 
fcfkd  hatred  to  French  principles,  our  Minifters  are  following  the 
French  fyftem.  Should  any  man  doubt  this,  I  would  afk  him^ 
whether  this  plan  does  not  appear  very  much  like  the  domiciliary 
vifits  which  took  place  tJiere,  and  which  have  been  from  time  to 
time  fo  loudly  reprobated  in  this  Houfe  i  To-night,  indeed,  we 
have  had  it  Aated  to  us,  that  thefe  principles  are  to  be  adopted  here. 
Nothing  could  be  more  fpecific  upon  that  head  than  the  fentiments 
of  a  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  in  this  debate;  he  faid  in  as  many  words, 
**  We  muft  attack  the  capitaliHs."  The  words  were  hardly  out  of 
his  mouth  before  another  honourable  Member  propofed  the  fale  of 
the  Crown  and  Foreil  Lands.  This  is  really  proceeding  upon 
French  principles  ;  for  it  is  faying  to  the  People  of  this  Country, 
that  the  Government  will  have,  at  all  events,  one-tenth  of  the  pro- 
perty of  every  man  in  the  kingdom.  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it  may 
not  be  followed  up  with  a  determination  to  have  one-eighth,  then  a 
fixth,  afterwards  a  half  perhaps,  and  finally  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
perty of  every  man — the  principle  certainly  leads  to  that.  Were  I 
fure  that  the  plan  would  Aop  here,  I  own  that  even  then  I  (hould 
have  fome  difficulty  in  affenting  to  it ;  for  I  do  not  fee  how  it  can 
be  fafe  for  me,  how  I  can  confent  to  deprive  my  conilituents  of  all 
their  comforts  ;  fo  I  muft  if  I  aifent  to  this  plan,  when  I  know  and 
feel  that  the  whole  fum  to  be  raifed  by  it  is  to  be  entrofted  to  the 
care  and  management  of  the  very  man  whofe  profligacy  and  profu- 
fion  has  already  broi^ht  us  into  this  extremity.  I  fay  this  i^  a 
war  which  if  I  countenanced  for  an  hour  I  fliould  betray  the  in- 
teiefts  of  my  conflituents.  Before  I  confent  to  take  money  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  Engli(h  people,  I  ought  to  be  well  aflfued  that  it 
wUl  be  fiiirly  applied  for  their  intereft  by  a  good  £ngli(h  Adminif- 
tration.     Above  all,  I  ought  to  be  well  affuied  that  thofc  in  the 
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h^heft  flfttions  among  us  are  ready  to  fet  to  the  loweA  a  patriock 
cicarople.  Inftead  of  whichy  I  fee  every  man  who  poflefTes  phtet, 
peo(ipn»  or  finccufc  emolumeftty  carving,  not  for  the  public  imercft, 
but'  his  own.  When  I  fee  thefe  places,  penfions,  .and  ptnflfgaie 
cmolufnents  daily  increafed  inftead  of  being  diminilhcd,  I  cannot^ 
without  betraying  my  duty  to  the  puUic,  call  upon  them  to  come 
forward  and  aifent  to  this  propofition.  I  think,  that  not  onlj  the 
Royal  Family  and  the  Lives  and  Fortunes  men,  of  whom  we  hav« 
heard  fo  much,  but  alfo  all  the  Nobility  of  this  country,  (hoald 
come  forward  and  afltft  us  in  our  prefent  ftate  ;  they  might  then, 
with  confidence,  addrefs  the  People,  as  the  Conftils  of  Rome  (poke 
to  that  People,  when  the  vi£l^orious  Hannibal  was  at  the  gates  of 
their  city»  and  menaced  it  with  deftrudtion ;  they  might  then  fafely 
rely  on  the  exrtions  of  this  People,  and  thofe  defirable  circum- 
ftances  would  be  beft  fecured,  by  His  MajeAy  and  the  Royal  Fa^ 
mtly  coming  forward  and  contributing  to  cafe  the  burdens  of  ike 
People ;  and  alfo  the  Nobles  of  the  Land  and  Men'  of  Property 
ccnHfig  £iirly  forward,  and  convincing  the  People  by  their  contri* 
butions  and  their  condud^,  that  they  really  made  a  common  caufe 
with  them,  in  repelling  the  attempts  of  the  enemy.  Iropreifed  as 
he  was  with  thefe  fentiments,  he  muft  give  the  propofitions  befoie 
the  CoRHntttee  a  decided  negative.^ 

Mr.  ELLISON  rofe  up  in  confequcnce  of  what  Mr.  Tiemey 
had  laid  lefpeding  the  unpopularity  of  his  condo6t,  but  mifappre* 
hending  what  he  had  faid,  Mr.  Tiemey  repeated,  that  his  words 
weve,  that  when  {hey  feverally  returned  to  their  conftituents,  it  would 
be  feen  which  condudt  was  the  more  popular. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  addrefled  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
from  the  gallery.  I  do  not,  Sir,  rife  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  opinion  on  the  refotutions  that  have  been  opened  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ;  but  in  confcquenc6  of  an  obfervation  that 
fell  from  thehonourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft.  I  applaud  the 
manner  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  fentiment  exprefied  by  His  Ma- 
jefly,  that  he  was  refolved  to  make  common  caufe  with  his  people. 
I  am  fure  that  fentiment  was  congenial  with  his  own  benevolent 
nature,  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  it  will  have  a  becoming  influence 
on  the  heart  of  every  man  in  -iiis  dominions.  I  perfedly  agree 
•  with  the  honourable  gentleman  that  there  is  no  poffible  criterion  of 
income  that  can  apply  to  all  cafes.  Neither  this,  nor  perhaps  any 
other  that  could  be  devifed  will  embrace  the  income,  or  be  a  teft 
and  mcafure  of  the  means  of  all  defcriptions  of  perfons  in  this  coun* 
try.  There  are  many  opulent  men  who  from  tafte,  and  from  con^ 
fiderations  of  different  kinds,  from  particular  Htuations,  and  from 


Dec.  4]  DEBATES.  S6f 

a  variety  of  circumfiances  which  gentlemen  mi^t  eafity  conceive^ 
did  not  live  in  a  way  to  make  their  expence  and  outward  appeanum 
a  juft  criterion  of  their  ability  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  vttht 
State :  I.  am  confident,  however,  that  there  are  many  perfons  of 
this  defcription  who  would  difdain  to  take  advantage  of  the  eco* 
nomy  with  which  they  regulate  their  domeftic  expence  to  avoid  con** 
trtbuting  their  juft  proportion  to  the  ^ants  of  the  Government  by 
which  their  property  was  protef^ed.  I  am  fure  that  many,  and  I 
hope  all  die  perfons  of  this  defcription  will  be  forward  to  Ibew  that 
they  are  fenfibleof  the  regard  and  delicacy  which  are  manifefted  vaL 
not  fearchtng  minutely  into  capital,  and  will  voluntarily  come  for* 
ward  to  make  fuch  a  contribution  above  the  amount  of  their  clafs  of 
Bfleflment  as  (hall  be  equal  to  their  real  property.  Cofi6dent  that 
this  is  the  feeling  of  a  large  defcription  of  opulent  men,  I  think 
that  a  claufe  might  be  beneficially  introduced  into  the  bill  t^gtve  to 
peribn&pf  this  defcription,  as  well  ad  others,  an  oppoitunity  of  com* 
ing  forward  with  a  voluntary  contribution,  in  which  they  ibould  not 
be  confined  within  the  AtiSt  limits  of  their  affeiTmenis.  This  claufe 
might  either  be  brought  in  at  tht  firft,  or  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bill 
it  might  be  introduced.  I  have  uften  meditated  upon  the  idea, 
and  I  am  fure  that  if  this  opportunity  were  given  to  the  country,  it 
would  operate  with  a  moft  beneficial  effed.  .  I  am  perfuaded  alio 
that  certain  perfons  to  whom  the  honourable  gentleman  has  al« 
luded,  and  who  from  their  peculiar  fituations  cannot  make  their 
AiTefled  Taxes  a  criterion  even  of  their  expence,  would  be  forward 
in  the  expref&on  of  their  zeal  and  eagemefs  on  an  occafion  when 
their  duty  called  upon  them  to  demand  jb  heavy  an  exadion  from 
the  country.  I  know  the  fentiments  of  many  honourable  perfons 
of  this  defcription,  and  I  think  I  can  prefume  to  fay  .their  conduft 
would  prove  that  the  honourable  gentleman's  diflrufl  of  their  libe- 
rality  was  at  lead  premature. 

Earl  TEMPLE  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tierncy)  had  imputed  to  him*  the  ufe  of  French  phrafes.  He  had 
no  doubt  but  the  honourable  gentleman  was  better  acquainted  with 
French  phrafes  than  he  was.  He  had  ufed  the  word  capttalifi. 
He  did  not  know  that  Capitalift  was  a  French  word ;  '<  and  I 
wonder,"  faid  the  noble  Earl,  *^  why  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
fallen  foul  of  me." 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  conceiving  great  exertions  to  be  ne- 
ceHary,  he  mufi  fupport  this  meafure,  if  a  better  could  not  be  ob- 
tained. It  was  extremely  objedlionable,  and  he  wifhed  that  a  better 
plan  might  be  dcvifcd.     It  would  fall  with  dreadful  weight  on  the 
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daffis  of  •fteioty ,  and  he  (eaitd  Mfould  ditA  zl  the  fousccs  of 
inikifliy — tuat:  money  tnuft  be  obtained. 

Sir  WILLIAM    PULTENEY  feid  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planaiion. 

Sir  }OHN  SINCLAIR  wUhcd  that  the  refolutions  might  be 
primed  and  diftribuled  before  the  report  was  made,  that»  on  a  fub- 
joR  of  to  important^  nature,  they  might  have  time  to  deliberate  on 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Chancettor  -HTT  faid,  that  when  gentlemen  oonfidered 
kow  nearly  the  tame  was  approaching  when  the  new  aiTcffments: 
weie  to  be  made  Mty  they  woulddee  the  neceffity  of  paflang  the  bill 
befove  the  hoKdsfs-  He  wiAied,  theiefoce,  that  all  pofflble  difpatch 
aai^t  be  gfavi^  to  .its  progrefs.  It  would  be  an  inconvenient  delay 
to  print  therefoliitiims  before  the  report.  He  <(hould  movo  to  print 
die  bil},  and/  in  every  (kge  of  it,  modificalions  might  be  intio- 
dooed.  He  flioiild  propofe^  therefarc,  tp  report  /the  refidiitions 
to-morrow.  •  ' 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  firft  rei0liition»  Ayes  214,. 
Noes  15.     •»    ' 
,    The  above  refolutions  were  then  paiTed. 

Lifi  of  $be  Mmrify  ivho  voted  againft  the  Affeffed  Taxes^   Dtamker 

4,   1797. 

^r.  Tierncy,         '  '  Lord  Stanley, 

Mr.  Plucper,  Mr.  Wigfcy, 

Mr.  Fiuflcy,  Mr.  Combe, 

Mr.  Kemp,  Mr.  Vaughan, 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.  Mr.  Nicholls, 
Sir  G.  Shuckburgb  Evelyn,  Bart.      Mr.  B«  Edwards, 

Mr.  Bouvcrie,  Mr.  Brogden^ 

Mr.  Dennifon,  Mr.  Hobhoufc  (Teller). 

«  * 

^    Tuefdajj  Decembir  5. 

'.  Mr.  Chs^ncellor  PITT  rofe  for  the  purpofe  of  poftponing  the 
confidcration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of.  Finance,  which 
had  been  appointed  for  Thurfday  next.  He  (aid  that  he  appre- 
hended that  the  buf^nefs  riow  before  the  Houfp  would  not  leave  fuf« 
ficient  Icifure  for  the  confidcration  of  fo  many  important  testes  as 
that  report  involved,  fo  foon  as  that  day— -he  therefore  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  defer  it  till  the  bill  of  fupply  now  dependii^  was 
:difpatched^*»and  he  therefore  loovcd  to  difirhaig^e  the  order  fer  tatuif 
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the  report  into  confid««tion  ori  Thurfday,  and  to  fix  k  for  Mon- 
day fc'nnight,  ^hich  was  agreed  to.  *-  •     ^ 

Mr.  HOBART  broMght  up  the  report  of  the  GomtnWec  if 
Way*  and  Means,  and  the  refolutions  contained  in  it  wefc  rfeid  a 
firf^  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fccond. 

Mr  WIG  LEY  fald,  that  as  it  was  admitted  Wat  the  fyftcm 
now  adopted  was  entirely  new,  and  as  the  fum  was  extremely  hrgc, 
while  the  number  of  thofe  upon  whom  it  was  to  fiiH  were  very  fmafl, 
it  would  be  proper  to  delay  the  pafling  of  it  irtto  a  hw^  in  order  to 
give  time  to  the  Members  of  the  Houfe  to  confult  their  conftituents, 
and  to  confider  whether  the  different  claffes  would  be  able  to  pay 
the  feveral  quotas  laid  uport  them — Over  arid  above  this  he  had  a 
pofirive  objcflion  lo  the  meafure.     It  had  been  part  of  th6  pr6{)0- 
iitions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  cxtrmpt  intirely  from 
the  tax  all  thofe  who  hitherto  paid  no,  more  affrffed  ti%ts  than  3I.  a 
year,     [A  cry  of  No,  No,  from  the  oppofite  fide,  j     After  apoR)- 
gfzing  for  this  miftake,  he  proceeded  to  ftate  that  there  were  fome  of 
thofe  who  p6ffeffed  fixry  pcumfs  a  year  and  paid  no  more  than  three 
pounds  a  year ;  this  would  exempt  600,600  pcrfbrrs,  which  would 
leave  almoft  the  whole  of  the  enormous  fijnt  of  feven  tfiillidns'  6f 
nx)ney  to  be  levied  upon  no  more  than  two  hundred  thoufirnd  per- 
fons  ;  he  wi(hed  the  regnlatrons  to  be  well  confidircdin  thi^  refpfetft, 
and  for  that  purpofe,  hoped  that  fomc  time  would  be  allowed  bcfoVc 
its  going  to  a  final  decMion ;  rf  he  Was  (bund  in  the  end  to  be  wroh^, 
no  injury  could  arife  from  delay ;  if  he  was  right,   nobody  would 
deny  that  the  delay  ought  to  be  granted  ;  neither  could  he  Concervc 
how  it  was  neceflary  to  pafs  the  billfofoon.     It  hadlaft  night  been 
ftated  that  many  perfons  of  high  ffation  in  the  Country  would  conAc 
forward  voluntarily  tofubfcribe  to  the  fall  an^unt  of  the  tax,  pl^ 
portioned  to  their  property ;  be  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  this  W6erld 
be  the  cafe,  but  he  did  very  much  doubt  that  thofe  fubfcribing  wH*- 
Singly,  would  juftify  the  Houfe  in  taxing  the  othcraf  to  the  utWKift 
extent  of  their  means.     It  was  much  bettei?,  In  Ks  opinion,  to  dp- 
vife  fome  pradicablc  modt  of  afccrtaining  the  pr6perty  of  the  higheft 
ranks-  of  fccicty,  and  to  tax  them  to  the  utmoft,  rather  than  to  l^t 
it  reft  fo  much  on  the  lower  and  middle  ranks.  He  faid  there  was  one 
refoltition  which  he  conceived  to  be  mori^  tfian  cotnmonly  cenfarabte ; 
he  meant  tfhat  whkh  obliged  th6fc  who  cWmrd  a  right  to  exemption 
from  tftfe  tisrx,  to  make  a  ptiblic  difcovcry  of  theFr  pectmiary  circuttt- 
ftmce^-—  on  this^  account  too  he  wiAcd  for  delay,  and  faid,  he  was 
fare,  that  with  the  exception  of  thofe  who  wcreiri  the  confidence  tf 
AdnwhWffation,  not  one  man  kner^  tilf  laft  rfgtt  what  were  to  Ke 
the  partkQfar  provifiot^s  of  the  biH, 
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JAr.  JONES  (Member  for  Denbi^)  (aid,  that  although  unaccof- 
tomed  to  public  (peaking,  and  ill  qualified  to  do  juftice  to  the  fubjed 
t)efore  the  Houfe,  or  to  his  own  feelings  upon  it,  he  conceived  it 
fo  be  his  bounden  duty  to  break  through  the  embarraflment  natural 
to  fuch  a  fituation,  and  to  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  Minif* 
ter's  plan,  and  the  unhappy  circumftances  that  gave  rife  to  it.     As 
a  new  and  unprecedented  mode  of  finance  it  might  poflTibly  be 
thought  to  tequire  more  time  for  confideration  than  what  was  ufually 
allowed  in  ordinary  cafes;  this  time  he  thought  had  been  allowed, 
for  it  was  fome  time  fince  notice  was  given,  and  the  outline  of  the 
plan  laid  before  the  Houfe,      It  was  not  to  be  concealed  that  th^  tax 
'was  very  heavy,  s^  well  as  the  mode  of  afifefling  it  new  ;  he,  there- 
fore,  ihould  in  all  probability  have  oppofed  it,  were  he  not  in  his 
heart  and  confcience  convinced  that  there  exiltcd  a  ftrong  neceQtCy 
for  adopting  it«     He  would  not  take  upon  him  to  argue  thefe  points 
which  had  already  been  fo  ably  and  irrefiftibly  enforced  by  the 
Chancellor  of  ^  the  Exchequer,  he  only  wi(hed*  to  imprefs  on  the 
minds  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  engrave  on  the  hearts  of  all  ^nglifli- 
men,  in  charafiers  never  to  be  erafed,  that  every  (hilling  of  Britifli 
inoney  which  had  been  expended,  and  every  drop  of  blood  which 
liad  been  (hed  in  this  mod  horrible,  but  moft  important  ^nteft,  was 
to  be  attributed  entirely  to  the  wicked,  frantic,  unqualified,  and 
fmv  undiiguifed  ambition  of  France — that  is  to  fay,  of  the  French 
Government.     He  (aid  thefe  were  his  own  fcntiments,   the  pure 
refult  of  his  obfervarion  and  common  fenfe,  unbiaflfcd  by  perfonal 
intereft,  or  party  prejudice-^for  he  was  not  conne£)ed  with  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whoni  the  Sovereign  had  cntruftcd  the'  Adminiihation  of 
Government,  nor  was  heconnefied  with  thofe  who  were  in  the  ha* 
bits  of  oppofing  their  meafures— -he  therefore  fpoke  his  own  mind ; 
and  he  was  fure  he  faid  no  nK>re  than  every  gentleman  prefent  mud 
know  was  founded  in  fadi,  no  more  than  France  herfelf  acknow- 
ledged, when  he  aflerted  that  the  French  Diredlory  were  influenced 
by  mad  and  unprincipled  ambition  only,  and  that  the  People  of 
England  and  of  France  too  were  fuficring  for  that  madncfs  and 
ambition.     He  had  heard  it  faid  laft  night  by  gentlemen  in  that 
Houfe — and  he  was  fo^oppreiTed  with  long  attendance  to  the  bufi- 
iiefs  of  the  Houfe  that  he  was  at  the  time  unable  to  expreis  his  fecl- 
lif  s  upon  it< — he  had  heard  it  (aid,  and  he  could  hardly  perfuade 
himfelf  at  the  moment  that  he  was  in  a  BritUh  Houfe  of  Com- 
inons  ;  hp  had  heard  it  faid  that  the  tax  was:  neither  prudent,  juft, 
jior  neceffary,  becaufe  the  war  was  neither  juft  nor  neceflary.     He 
would  not  give  way  to  his  feelings  now  on  fuch  an  avowal,  but 
barely  Ihte  that  in  his  confdence  he  believed  it  to  b^  as  prudent  as 
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tax  as,  caniidcring  all  circum(fainccS|  could  well  be  adopted.  And 
what  did  gentlemen  mean  by  faying  the  war  was  not  necefTary  I 
Were  we  to  crouch  and  humiliate  ourfelvcs  for  evdr  at  the  feet  of 
France  ?  Was  the  infolence  of  France  to  be  for  ever  tamely  en- 
dured by  us  ?  Were  no  bounds  to  be  put  to  her  overbearing  am-*> 
bition  ?  Were  her  cruelty  and  her  tyranny  to  have  no  limits  but 
the  deftru£tion  of  the  laws,  liberty,  and  religion  of  the  whole  worlds 
and  the  total  extini^ion  of  JCngland»  whofe  Government  and  Con* 
ftitution  they  abhorred,  becaufe  it  (hamed  their  tyranny  by  contrail  ? 
Like  S^tMy  and  like  Moloch, 

■         ^BcfmcarM  withUood 

Of  haman  facrince,  and  parent's  tears ; 

Tho',  for  the  noife  of  drums  and  timbrels  load. 

Their  children's  cries  unhear'd. 

The  Dircflory  confoled  themfelvcs  with  the  refleftion,  that  if 
chcy  cannot  fubdue  England  and  overthrow  it<i  throne,  they  can,  at 
leaft,  diiljrb  and  impofc  upon  it  the  neccflity  of  carrying  on 
the  war* 


By  proof  we  feci 


Our  pow'r  fufficient  to  dilturb  hi»  Heav'n, 
And  with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm, 
Tho'  inacceiiiole,  his  iat:il  throne  ; 
Which,  if  not  viftory,  is  yet  revenge ! 

Every  motion,  every  fpcech,  and  every  aflion  of  the  French  Jlcvo- 
lution,  evinced  this  abominable,  heI1i(h  fpirit,  and,  from  the  very 
outfet,  (hewed  that  the  deftrudion  of  this,  the  mod  fterling  free 
country  in  the  uiiiverfe,  was  their  fole  objedl.  There  were  two 
words,  the  watch-words  of  that  Revolution,  which  carried  with 
them  more  mifchief  than  any  form  of  words  that  ever  was  compofed 
out  of  the  four-and-twenty  letters — perhaps  he  himfelf  would  lie 
under  the  imputation  of  one  of  them  ;  for,  when  a  tax,  or  any 
other  meafure  for  the  maintenance  of  lawful  government  was  pro- 
pofed  and  fupported  by  any  one,  Ar'tjlocrat  was  the  word.  But  he 
cared  not ;  he  defpifed  the  enmity  as  much  as  he  detcftcd  the  princi- 
ples of  thofe  who  would  hunt  a  man  down  for  doing  his  duty  con-> 
fcienttoufly :  and  if  Mtnifters,  be  they  who  they  might,  did  their  ut-* 
mod  for  the  public  weal,  he  would  give  them  his  eame(\  and  hearty 
fupport.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he  would  trouble  the  Houfe  no 
farther  than  to  remind  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that,  on  a 
fornncr  occafion,  he  might  have  taken  thirty  fix  inft^ad  of  eighteen 
millions,  and  to  recommend  to  him  to  profit  by  that  experience  on 
the  prefent  occafion* 
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Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  faid,  that .  he  was  induced,  by  the 
honourable  gentlenian  who  fpoke  1a(V,  having  alluded  to  a  descrip- 
tion of  perfons  who  would  probably  come  forward  to  fubferibemore 
than  by  the  tax  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay,  to  rife  and  declaK, 
that  he  would  not  only  cheerfully  pay  the  propofcd  afleflfmenty  bat 
would  certainly  come  forward  with  fomething  more,  to  enable  Mi- 
nivers to  carry  on  the  war. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid,  he  had  intended  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  fome  obfervations  on  the  principle  of  the  ft'ftcm,  but  as 
thofe  were  to  (hew  that  railing  the  whole  of  the  fupplies  within  the 
year  was  not  fo  good  a  mode  as  railing  them  by  loan*  and  as  the 
principle  of  the  meafure  had  been  already  difcuflisd  and  difpofcd  of, 
and  as  his  obfervations  would  not  apply  fo  properly  at  this  time,  he 
would  not  enter  into  them.     He  was  far  from  oppofing  the  mea- 
fure on  the  idea  that  our  rcfources  were  not  adequate  to  the  demands 
of  the  conteft  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  was  convinced  that  the  fupply 
neceffary  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State  might  be  raifcd  on  this,  and 
fiill  more  on  the  funding  fyftem  ;  but  it  was  with  aftoniihnnent  he 
heard  reflexions  thrown  out  the  other  night  on  the  funding  fyftcm, 
a  fyAem  to  which  the  country  owed  much  of  its  (Irength,  its  dura- 
bility, and  its  happinefs.     He  though  that  it  was  a  fubjcdi  that 
ought  to  be  touched  with  delicacy,  as  the  funded  property  in  this 
country  was  now  four  hundred  millions  fterling — and  he  had  no 
hcfitation  to  fay,  that  it  was  a  refource  to  which  we  fhould  foon 
again  recur  for  affiftance. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  could  not  but  admire  the  Angu- 
lar mode  of  fpeuking  adopted  by  the  honourable  Baronet  through- 
out the  whole  of  this  bufincfs.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid, 
that  the  funding  fyftem  ought  to  be  treated  with  delicacy,  becaufe 
the  funded  property  amounted  to  four  hundred  millions,  aiTuming 
what  was  not  the  fad,  that  an  attack  had  been  made  Upon  it ;  and 
then  very  fagacioufly  had  propofed  to  continue  the  fyftem,  and  there- 
by increafe  that  four  hundred  millions  in  order  to  ftrengthen  it- 
He  faid,  he  was  glad  to  hear  from  fuch  good  authority  as  that  of 
^he  honourable  Baronet,  though  the  obfcrvation  was  not  altogether 
new,  that  the  funding  fyftcm  had  not  been  exhaufted.  It  happened, 
however,  rather  unluckily  for  the  credit  of  the  honourable  Baronet's 
delicacy,  that  the  meafure  which  feemed  to  have  excited  hk  zpptt^ 
henfions,  refled  on  a  principle  in  the  higheft  degree  favourable  to 
the  fccurity  of  the  funded  property — for  while  it  recognized  the 
powers  of  that  fyftem  by  railing  nearly  two- thirds  of  the  toifflty 
{twelve  millions)  by  way  of  loan,  it  took  fevtn  millions  in  dii«A 
taxes,  to  prevent  a  too  fudden  and  heavy  accumulation  and  increafe 
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of  that  debt,  zt  onee  relieving  and  making  a  resdbnabk  vfe  of  the 
funding  fyftem.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid,  that  we  ihould 
be  obligfKl  again  to  have  repourfe  to  the  funding  fyftctn-^but  furely 
a  degree  of  fagacity  inferior  to  that  of  the  honourable  Baronet  might 
have  hit  upon  this  difcovery  by  going  no  farther  than  the  proviiions 
of  the  prefent  fcfaenM,  where  it  would  appear  that  rccourfe  was  had 
to  that  very  fyfiem  for  a  large  part  of  the  fupply.  Upon  the  whole, 
he  was  rather  difpofed  to  fufpe£t  that  the  honourable  Baronet  had 
either  miftaken  his  premifes,  or  not  completely  digefted  the  obfer- 
vations  he  had  intended  to  make. 

Mr.  R.  POLE  CAREW  faid,  that  although  he  had  given  his 
voce  for  the  war  and  the  fupport  of  it,  he  would  not  agree  to  any 
raeafure  that  cla<hed  with  the  funding  fyftem— for  it  was  the  fund- 
ing fyftem  which  had  enabled  us  to  refift  the  ambition  of  the 
Monarchs  of  France,  and  which  could  alone  enable  us  to  reftft  its 
Republican  tyranny. 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  rofe  to  explain. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  he  was  againft  the  refolutions  now  before 
the  Houfe— -not  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it  was  neceflary  to  raife 
moneys— money  muft  be  had,  and  a  great  deal  of  it.  Neither  was 
he  averfe  from  the  idea  of  raifing  feven  millions  within  the  year. 
But  he  difapproved  of  the  plan  now  before  the  Houfe,  becaufe  he 
tfaot^ht  it  abad  one,  and  that  a  better  one  might  have  beendevifed 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  But  it  wzs  not  his  objed  to 
diicufs  the  matter  now  ;  he  rofe  chieBy  to  aik  the  Chancellor  of  the 
£xchcquer  to  explain  what  he  had  faid  on  a  former  night,  re- 
fpeding  the  application  of  the  finking  fond  for  the  redudion  of  the 
national  debt. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  entered  into  an  elaborate  ftatement  of  the 
different  calculations  which  he  laid  before  the  Houfe  when  he 
opened  the  plan  of  triple  atTeflmcnt,  and  expatiated  upon  the  ad- 
vatages  of  applying  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund  to  the  redudion 
of  the  debt.  He  recapitulated  his  former  obfervations  upon  that 
head.  He  laid,  he  wondered  that  any  idea  Ihould  have  gone 
abioad  any  whete,  that  any  interruptwn  was  to  be  made  to  the  ope* 
mdon  of  the  finking  fund.  It  had  been  beneficially  applied  for  the 
reduAion  of  the  debt  now  for  eleven  years,  four  of  which  were 
years  of  war ;  it  was  to  be  continued  in  its  full  vigour.  If  this 
example  of  national  fimuiefs  (hould  be  followed  in  any  future  war, . 
and  we  ihould  be  able  to  terminate  the  prefent  conteft  in  a  way 
that  ihall  afford  us  a  chance  of  having  a  fircure  interval  of  peace— » 
uaif  genuine,  not  a  nominal  or  delufive  psacc-^for  a  confiderable 
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length  of  time,  the  operation  of  the  fums  that  might  be  applied, 
as  thofe  of  the  (inking  fund  had  been,  woald  be  wonderful. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  was  fatisfied  with  the  explanation  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  with  Regard  to  the  finking  fund,  but  was 
very  much  afilidled  to  hear  him  fay  any  thing  of  a  **  nominal  or 
delufive  peace."  For  God*s  fake  let  us  have  peace,  faid  he.  A 
nominal  or  delufive  peace !  I  confefs  I  do  not  well  underf^and  what 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  means  by  that  exprdTion.  I  re- 
member,  full  well,  hearing  him  fay,  that  this  country  had  a  pro- 
fpeft  of  continuing  long  to  enjoy  the  ble0ings*of  a  profound  peace. 
I  thought  ib  myfelf  at  that  time,  and  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
made  many  very  flattering  calculations  on  the  profpeS  of  it.  I  am 
alarmed  to  hear  him  talk  now  of  a  delufive  or  nominal  peace.  Let 
us  have  peace  for  God's  fake.  Without  it  there  is  no  earthly  fe- 
curity  for  this  country.  With  peace  and  good  management  we  may 
pofiibly  go  on  ;  without  it,  that  will  be  impoflible. 

Mr.  (Jhancellor  PITT. — "  I  remember  the  declaration  to  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  refers.  It  was  made  by  me  in  di&year 
1792.  It  was  at  a  time  when  I  propofed,  what  was  esLtreraely 
agreeable  to  me,  a  diminution  in  the  exifllng  burdens  of  the  Public, 
and  a  continuation  of  the  fum  allotted  to  the  difcharge  of  the  public 
debt.  I  did  not  pretend  to  aflure  the  Houfe  that  peace  was  at  ail 
events  to  be  uninterrupted  for  any  given  number  of  years— that 
would  have  been  an  extravagant  and  ill-founded  aifurance— -but  I 
thought;  under  the  then  apparent  obvious  political  drcumftances  of 
all  Europe,  there  never  appeared  a  fitircr  profpe<£l  of  the  contina* 
ance  of  peace  for  a  long  interval.  That  in  that  conjedure  I  was 
difappointedy  is  mod  undoubtedly  true;  for  which,  however,  I 
ought  not  to  take  (hame  to  myfelf  upon  the  fuggefiion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman,  fince  he  himfelf  acknowledges  he  was  deceived  alfo. 
Why  were  we  both  deceived  i  Bccaufe  many  of  us  beheld,  with  a 
dqgree  of  favourable  feeling,  the  rifing  e(bblifhment  of  what  was 
then  a  popular  government  in  France,  and  faw  principles  of  a  plea- 
ling  nature  in  their  appearance,  but  the  extent  of  which,  and  the 
views  of  their  profeflbrs,  were  not  then  developed--- principles  which 
profelTed  economy  at  home,  and  peace  abroad.  We  did  not  then 
fee  the  feeds  of  that  wide-fpread  harvcfi  which  has  fince  been  reaped; 
of  .that  unbounded  ambition  abroad,  and  profligate  profufion  and 
plunder  at  home.  What  then  is  the  inference  ?  Becaufe  I  thought 
that  there  was  a  profped  of  peace  in  1792,  when  appearances  were 
in  its  favour,  was  I  to  conclude  that  I  (hould  be  difappointed  by  a 
fubfequent  appearance  of  ambition,  turbulencei  and  phieniy  i  Are 
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wc  to  fay  now,  that  wc  ought  to  have  fcruplcs  in  oppofing  that  vio- 
lence ?  That  wc  ^re  not  to  judge  of  prefent  as  well  as  paft  appear- 
ances }  I  am  as  impatient  for  the  hour  of  peace  as  that  honourable 
gentleman,  or  as  any  man  in  this  Houfe,  or  in  this  country.  I 
have  as  much  reafon  as  any  man  in  this  country  can  have,  for 
wifhing  to  fee  peace  return,  when  it  is  accompanied  by  fecurity. 
But  when  I  fay,  I  do  not  Vvifll  to  fee  a  "  nominal  and  deluflve 
peace/'  ir  is  becaufe  I  value  peace.  I  do  not  wifti  to  Save  peace 
proclaimed  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  unnerve  your  ftrength,  to 
flacken  your  efforts,  to  difband  your  force,  tQ  expofe  you  to  fuddcn 
and  violent  hoftility,  without  your  prefent  means  of  defence  or  any 
efFe<S^ual  refiftance.  Should  peace  be.  proclaimed  without  fecurity, 
you  may  indeed  have  a  peace  that  is  nominal  and  delufivc.  I  wifh, 
for  the  benefit  of  Europe;  I  wifh,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  at 
large,  and  for  the  honour  of  mankind,  as  well  as  jfor  the  happinefs 
of  the  people  of  France,  although  now  your  enemies,  but  who  arc 
objects  of  compaflion  ;  I  wifh,  I  fay,  that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  their 
rulers,  and  the  principles  they  cherifh,  may  be  extinguifhed  ;  and 
that  other  principles  may  prevail  there.  But  whether  they  do  fo  or 
not,  is  more  immediatfcly  their  concern  than  ours.  It  is  not  to  any 
alteration  in  that  country,  ^but  to  the  means  of  fecurity  in  this,  that 
I  look  with  anxiety  and  care.  I  wifh  for  peace,  whether  their 
principles  be  good  or  bad ;  but  not  to  trufl  to  their  forbearance. 
Our  defence  (hould  be  in  our  own  hands.  In  that  we  (hall  find 
the  bulwark  of  our  fafety  againft  France,  whatever  may  be  the 
pride,  ambition,  or  anin)ofitY  of  that  power  againfl  us,  and  which 
it  has  manifefted  in  almoft  all  the  periods  of  its  hiflory ;  and  I  agree 
with  what  has  been  lately  faid,  that  its  tone  was  never  higher  than 
it  is  at  prefent.  Certainly  much  depends  upon  the  pofture  in  which 
you  coDverfe  of  peace.  What  is  the  real  foundation  of  tHe  ftrength 
of  a  nation  ?  Spirit,  fecurity,  and  confcious  pride,  that  cannot 
ftoop  to  difhonour.  It  comprehends  a  charadter  that  will  neither 
offer  nor  receive  an  infult.  Give  me  peace  confiftently  with  that 
principle,  and  I  will  not  call  it  a  peace  "  nominal  or  delufive  i** 
and  there  is  no  man  wlio  will  go  farther  than  I  will  to  obtain  it. 
To  any  thing  difhpnourable  I  will  never  fubmit ;  nor  will  this 
ooufltry  ever  fubmit  to  it,  I  trufl.  There  can  be  no  man  who  has 
an  Englifh  heart  within  his  bofom  who  can  wifh  it  \  or  to  wifh  that 
you  may,  by  an  untimely  diminution  of  your  flrength,  expofe  your- 
felves  to  the  renewal,  with  aggravated  infults,  of  thofc  evils  which 
we  have  already  had  too  much  reafon  to  deplore. 

The  refoiutions  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  bills  were 
ordered  to'ht  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  them. 

Vn»     TV  n  r 
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Vifcount  BELGRAVE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fe- 
Gond  reading  of  the  bill  to  explain  the  £Ie£tion- treating  A&. 

Mr.  YORKE  did  not  wi(h  to  prevent  the  bill  from  going  into 
a  Committeei  but  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  properly  attended  to 
there,  for  it  might  be  of  confiderable  importance.  The  conftnidion 
placed  upon  the  Treating  Aft,  by  fome  of  the  late  Committees,  he 
could  not  approve  ;  for  the  aft  only  declared  eleftions  rendered  void 
by  treating.  He  wifhed  to  prevent  the  Houfc  from  making  fuch 
a  decifion  -as  would  prevent  gentlemen  from  being  returned  for 
places  really  attached  to  them,  in  which  their  friends  might  have 
opened  a  few  houfes.  There  was  a  wide  difference  between  fuch 
treating  and  bribery. 

Mr.  SIMPSON  approved  the  principle  of  the  bill,  butobjefted 
to  the  conflruftion  of  it,  as  it  would  tend  to  the  contradiftion  of 
feveral  received  legal  doftrines  and  decidons.  He  wiflied  the 
noble  Lord  to  withdraw  his  bill,  and,  in  that  cafe,  would  himelf^  if 
t\o  other  gentlemen  adopted  the  fubjeft,  bring  in  a  bill,  which  would 
carry  the  noble  Lord's  principle  into  efFcft. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  thought  the  Houfe  greatly  obliged  to 
the  noble  Lord,  and  fully  agreed  with  the  principle  of  his  bill ;  but 
was  of  opinion  that  its  purpofes  might  be  better  anfwered,  either  by 
a  new  bill,  which  would  be  free  from  the  objeftions  urged  by  the 
laft  fpeaker,  or  by  an  indruftion  to  the  Committee  to  receive  a 
claufe  with  fome  confiderable  additions.  He  wiihed  the  provifions 
of  the  bill  to  be  extended  to  counties,  which  were  more  likely  than 
boroughs  to  produce  heavy  expenditures  to  candidates ;  but  affurcd 
the  Hcy^fe,  that  be  had  been  three  times  elefted  for  the  county  of 
York,  without  having  offended  againft  any  of  the  provifions  of  the 
aft  in  queftion. 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  a  claufe  might  be  received  in  the 
Committee,  without  any  indruftlon  from  the  Houfe. 

Vifcount  BELGRAVE  faid,  that  the  bill  went  only  to  amend 
a  fingle  claufe  of  the  aft,  where  the  letter  and  fpirit  were  at  vari- 
ance, as  had  been  proved  by  the  different  dccifions  of  Committees 
of  that  Houfe.  The  provifions  of  the  bill,  generally  viewed^  were 
falutary.  It  was  not  his  wifh  to  illudrate  thefe.  This  would^ 
in  faft,  be  (bedding  light  upon  light,  till  at  laft  the  Houfe  would  be 
left  in  total  darknefs. 

Mr.  C.  DUNDAS  objeftcd,  in  the  firft  inftancc,  to  the  bill,  as 
it  went  to  declare  the  law  in  oppofition  to  fome  of  the  rooft  refpec- 
table  Committees  of  that  Houfe.  He  thought  that  the  line  was  not 
drawn  with  fuiEcient  accuracy.  The  bill  would  not  prevent  the 
praftice  of  treating  in  county  eleftions,  unlefs  a  claufe  was  intro- 
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duced  to  make  it  a  defeazance  of  the  right  of  the  eledor,  as  well  a^ 
of  the  candidate. 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  committed 
on  Thurfday  fe'nnight. 

Mr.  C.  DUNDAS  gave  notice,  that  he  ftiould  move  for  the 
addition  of  other  ciaufes,  particularly  of  one  which  (hould  alter  the 
nature  of  the  oath  to  be  adminiftercd  to  the  eledloh. 

Wednefday^  Decemier  6. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  acquainted  thc'Houfc,  that  he  had  it  in 
command  from  His  Majefty  to  give  them  notice  tlmt  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  His  Majefty  to  go  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on  Tuefday 
the  1 9th  inftanty  in  order  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  with 
all  the  folemnity  ufually  obferved  in  former  times,  and  on  limilar 
oocafions,  for  the  three  glorious  naval  victories  which  had  fo  emi- 
nently diftinguMhed  the  prefent  war. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  expreffed  a  wifli  to  know  when  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  introduce 
the  new  aflfefled-tax  bill. 

Mr.*  Chancellor  PITT  replied,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  pre- 
fent that  bill  to-morrow,  and  to  move  that  it  be  then  read  a  firft 
time,  and  that  it  be  printed ;  it  was  likewife  his  intention  diat  it 
(hould  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday,  and  that  it  be  committed 
on  Tuefday. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  was  alfo  dcfirous  to  be  informed,  if  the  three 
millions  to  be  advanced  by  the  Bank  were  to  be  included  in  the  fum 
eftimated  for  the  ftipplies  of  the  current  year  ?  becaufe  if  that  were 
the  cafe,  the  fupplies  muft  be  deficient,  as  agreeably  to  the  compa£t 
made  with  the  Bank,  the  three  millions  fo  advanced  were  to  be  re- 
paid by  the  month  of  Auguft.  Either,  then,  the  Bank  is  not 
to  have  its  engagement  with  Government  fulfilled ;  or  if  it  be 
fulfilled,  there  muftbe  a  deficiency  of  three  milliont  in  the  eftimated 
fupply. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  what  he  had  propofed  in  the 
firft  opening  of  his  plan  was,'that  three  millions  (hould  be  advanced 
by  the  Bank  for  the  public  fervice  at  limited  periods ;  and  that  he 
indmated  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  no  circum(bnce$  (hould  occur  to 
alter  the  ftate  of  the  Country,  or  the  prefent  favourable  fituation  of 
the  Bank,  a  fimilar  advance  might  be  made  by  the  Bank  to  Govern* 
ment  at  a  latei*  period  of  the  year  fubfequent  to  the  month  of  Au^ 
guft  :  but  if  any  fuch  change  (hould  take  place  in  the  condition^ 
cither  of  the  fiaAik  dr  of  the  Country,  which  would  make  it  impof- 
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fibk  for  fuch  an  advance  to  be  made,  then  the  matter  would  be 
open  to  difcuflfion,  and  fome  other  mode  for  railing  the  three  mil* 
lions  might  be  calily  refortcd  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  he  would  on  Friday 
next,  in  the  Committee  of  Supply,  move  that  three  millions  be 
granted  to  His  Majefty  on  Exchequer  bills,  to  anfwer  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank. 

Thurfday^  December  7. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved,  That  the  aft  of  29  Geo.  II. 
cb^p.  5,  for  employing  French  ProteAants  in  His  Majefty's  fervice, 
be' read ; 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  by  the  adi  which  had  been 
read,  a  corps  called  the  North  American  Rangers  had  been  efta- 
bli(be(||  forn^ed  of  perfons  abroad^  the  fubjeds  of  His  Majefty.  It 
i^as  now  the  intention  of  Government  in  the  fame  manner  to  efta- 
bli(h  a  corps  to  be  Rationed  exclufively  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  the 
defence  of  them.  This  corps  was  to  be  compofed  of  foreigners, 
chiefly  Germans,  who  were  at  prefent  to  be  dilbanded.  As  the 
Weft- India  iflands  required  conliderable  fupplies  of  Europeans,  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  eftablifh  a  corps  for  the  exprefs  purpofe ; 
and.this^  with  the  6oth  regiment,  already  deftined  exclufively  for 
^at  fervice,  would  make  the  whole  force  there  rendered  permanent 
in  the  Weft  Indies  five  thoufand  men,  and  fuperfcde,  in  finnc 
meafure,  t^c  ncceffity  of  fending  other  regiments  to  that  quarter. 
He  therefort  moved  for  leave  to  amend  the  above  a  A  in  relation 
to  this  objed. 

Sir  W.  YOUNGE  begged  leave  to  fuggcft  to  the  honourable 
gentleman,  that  the  introdu(5lion  of  French  Emigrants  into  the 
Weft- India  iflands  in  the  mode  propofed  by  this  bill,  would  occa- 
fion  great  diftruft ,  not  that  he  meant  to  throw  any  flur  on  thefe 
unfortunate  men  ;  but  in  fome  of  the  iflands,  particularly  Grenada^ 
the  condudl  of  the  French  ia  favouring  the  caufe  of  the  French 
Government  in  the  Weft  Indies,  would  create  much  diftnift  if 
the  defence  of  the  iflands  were  committed  to  them.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  tbe  foreigners  alluded  to  Were  Germans,  not 
French. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  he  had  meant  Germans. 
No  Frenchmen  were  to  be  enlifted. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  as  in  fome  parts  of  Scetland 
the  provifions  of  the  militia  a(^  had  not  been  carried  into  tSk&f  be« 
Cjaufe  the  tin^e  appointed  for  the  purpofe  had  dapied  (the  ^St  bciog 
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read}y  he  meant  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  this 
2£t,  with  a  view  to  prolonging  the  time  for  this  purpofe. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid^  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  having  given  notice  of  his  intention 
to  move  certain  refdlutions  on  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance*  he  wi(hed  to  know  whether  there  would  be  any  motion 
made  on  the  report  relative  to  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State? 
This  part  of  the  report  he  was  prepared  to  combat,  and  make  a 
motion  on  the  fnbjed^.  « 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  the.WhoIe  of  the  reports  were 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  were  appointed  to 
be  taken  into  confideration  on  Monday  fe'nnight.  He  (hould  on 
that  day  make  motions  on  feveral  points  arlfing  out  of  the  reports, 
and  date  his  reafons  why  he  moved  nothing  upon  other  points  in  the 
reports. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  was  curious  to  know  what  the  mo* 
tion  would  be*  as  the  fubjed,  as  rclatii\g  to  himfelf,  had  already 
been  difcuiTed  t 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  motion  he  intended  to  make 
was  relative  to  the  office  itfclf»  and  he  believed  would  be  for  an  ad- 
drefs  to  His  Majefty  on  the  fubject.  He  wifhed  to  af^int  a  fpe- 
cific  day  for  the  purpofe,  if  there  would  be  no  opportunity  for  dif- 
cuffing  the  fubjcd  on  the  motion  of  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man. For  his  own  part,  the  reports  of  the  Committee  went 
to  fo  many  points,  that  he  could  not  embrace  them  all  in  one  day. 

After  fome  converfation,  it  was  fixed,  that  Mr.  Tierncy's  mo- 
tion on  the  fubjcct  fhould  (land  for  Wednefday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  bill  for  trebling  the  Af- 
ieffed  Taxes,  which  was  read  a  fir(l  time. 

On  the  queftion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fccond  time, 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  rofe  and  faid,  he  was  ready  to 
admit  that  the  bill  which  had  been  brought  in  contained  coniidera- 
ble  abatements  and  modifications  to  the  principle  on  which  it  went. 
Still,  however,  it  prefented  no  relief  to  the  middling  manufadlurer. 
Ic  would  be  impoilible  for  a  man  in  that  (ituation  of  life  to  apply 
(or  the  relief  which  the  provifions  of  the  bill  afforded,  without  in- 
juring his  credit,  and  endangering  the  means  of  his  exiflence.  If 
carried  into  ef!e6l,  he  feared  that  the  mcafure  would  completely  def- 
troy  the  induftry  of  the  country.  It  would  bear  down  the  middle 
order  of  manufa£hirers,  who  by  long  economy  and  labour  had  raifed 
a  little  capital.  Had  the  right  honourable  gentleman  examined  the 
aMe&OfS  of  the  AfTelTed  Taxes,  hp  would  find  what  difficulty  there 
alrmdy  was  in  obtaining  them ;  and  how  then  was  tliis  treble  aflelT- 
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ment  to  be  levied  ?  The  taxes  impofed  lafl  year  had  prefled  veiy 
hard  on  the  manufafluring  clafs  of  the  community^  and  now  came 
this  to  complete  their  deftru€iion.  The  watch  tax  had  thrown 
multitudes  of  manufacturers  in  this  line  idle,  and  reduced  the  mat- 
ters to  indigence.  This  he  knew  had  happened  ^in  the  city  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  and  he  underftood  that  the  fame 
thing  had  taken  place  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  How  then  was 
this  branch  of  manufadlurers  to  fuftain  the  triple  afTeiTmcnt  after 
what  it  had  fuffered  from  the  laft  year's  tax  ?  He  gave  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  full  credit  for  his  eloquence  and  for  his  (in- 
cerity  in  his  negotiation  for.peace ;  but,  though  willing  to  admit 
that  great  fums  of  money  were  neceflfary,  and  willing  to  facilitate 
the  fupplies,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  object  to  fuch  a  mode  of  raifing 
money  as  this.  He  wKhed  that  ibme  plan  could  be  devifed  to  lay 
the  burden  on  the  landholders,  who,  compared  with  the  induilrious 
manufacturer,  had  yet  felt  'fo  little  of  the  burdens  of  the  war. 
The  manufacturer  was  already  loaded  with  taxes  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  threatened  the  extindion  of  induftry.  He  confidered  the  piefcnt 
meafure  as  fraught  with  ruin,  and  he  hoped  that  the  Houfe  would 
not  agree  to  its  being  read  a  fccond  time. 

The  right  honourablt  DUDLEY  RYDER  faid,  the  objeaions 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  fcemed  to  be  in  general  againft  the 
whole  of  the  meafure  ;  at  prefent  he  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  to  the  only  thing  that  looked  like  a  detailed  objcCtion  to  the 
bill.  The  honourable  gentleman  faid  that  the  burden  would  fall 
with  unequal  weight  on  the  middling  manufacturer.  In  his  (pi- 
nion, however,  if  any  thing  in  the  bill  deferved  particular  commen- 
dation, it  was  the  great  indulgence  which  it  extended  to  .that  clafs. 
The  abatements  which  the  bill  provided  were  to  apply  chiefly  to 
the  clafs  of  men  from  lool.  to  200I.  a  year.  Thus  a  pian  who 
paying  fix  pounds  a  year  of  AfTeflfed  Taxes,  is,  at  firft  fight,  liable  to 
pay  1 81.  a  year,  by  the  mitigation  allowed  pays  only  a  forty-fifth  of 
his  income,  or  2I.  4s.  and  fo  on  in  proportion.  For  a  man  to 
fwear  to  his  income  would,  in  general,  be  difclofing  little  more  than 
his  neighbours  previoufly  knew.  Even. if  he  did  not  wifh  to  fpe- 
cify  the  fum  to  which  his  income  amounted,  and  to  take  the  benefit 
of  the  full  mitigation,  he  might,  receive  a  very  confidcrable  abate- 
ment by  fwearing  that  his  income  did  not  exceed  a  certain  fum. 
Thus  a  man  who  was  worth  al30ut  i  ool.  might  fwear  that  his  in- 
come did  not  exceed^  150I.  per  anhum  ;  and,  at  this  rate,  a  man 
who  otherwife  might  be  liable  for  1 81.  at  the  treble  rate»  would  pay 
no  more  than  7I.  i  os.     In  the  fame  manner  in  the  other  cafes. 

As  to  the  objection  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  that  the  landed 
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proprietors  paid  lefs  than  the  manufaflurerj  this  objedion  Jras  very 
inconfiftent  with  the  argument  urged  by  fevcral  gentlemen,  that 
cbe  prefent  mcafure  would  not  at  all  touch  the  wealthy  merchant 
and  the  great  capatalift.  He  (hould  not  go  more  at  large  into  the 
obje6Kons  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  as  they  feemed  rather  of  a 
nature  to  be  difcuiTed  in  a  Committee. 

Mr.  BURDON  faid,  the  prefent  meafure  ought  not  to  be  argued 
as  a  permanent  tax.  It  was  an  extraordinary  meafure,  which 
would  end  with  the  occafion  that  produced  it,  and  fo  far  as  it  ope- 
rated (bould  be  confidered  in  the  fame  light  a^  any  extraordinary  lofs 
or  drawback  upon  capital.  As  to  a  farther  call  upon  landed  pro- 
perty, fo  far  as  it  was  conneded  with  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war,  fo  far  as  it  would  put  into  the  hands  of  Minifters  farther 
means  for  the  fupport  of  a  conteft  which  he  confidered  juA,  necef- 
faiy,  and  eflencial  to  the  fafety  of  this  country,  he  had  no  objedion. 
The  meafure  now  propofed  did,  indeed,  adapt  itfelf  to  circumftances. 
But  he  wi(hed  it  to  go  dill  farther.  He  thought  that  after  a  cer- 
tain point,  beyond  which  the  AfleiTed  Taxes  did  not  afford  the  true 
criterion  of  property,  a  Hridler  mode  of  difcovery  fhould  be  em- 
ployed ;  fuch  as  the  fum  of  poor  rates,  or  any  other  means  that 
could  be  devifed,  in  order  to  afcenain  the  amount  of  property,  and 
to  lay  the  burden  jn  proponion.  Lefs  delicacy  was  neceflaty  in  the 
difolofure  of  landed  prbperty  than  of  commercial.  As  to  the  idea 
of  a  voluntar}'  contribution,  it  did  not  meet  his  concurrence.  In  a 
conteft  like  the  prefent,  fo  juft  and  neceifary  in  its  origin— fo  effcn- 
tial  in  its  continuance  to  the  fafety  of  this  country,  it  ought  not  to  be 
left  to  the  difcrction  of  any  to  contribute  or  not  as  they  thought  pro- 
per. He  wifhcd,  therefore,  that  means  could  be  devifed  to  make 
men  of  lai]ge  property  contribute  in  a  higher  degree.  A  voluntary 
contribution  alone  would  not  be  fufficient.  As  tothe  principle  that 
die  contribution  would  not  be  more  than  a  tenth  of  income,  in  his 
c^nion  the  cafes  were  very  different  where  the  income  was  fixed  in 
lamded  property,  and  where  it  arofe  out  of  labour  and  induftry. 
Some  difference  therefore  ought  to  be  made.  Thefe  fuggeftions  he 
dixew  out  not  to  obftru6t  the  bill,  which  he  approved  fo  far  as  it 
went,  but  in  order  that  its  principle  (hould  be  ftill  farther  extended, 
and  that  men  of  large  property  fliould  contribute  in  a  ftill  greater 
proportion. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  faid,  that  he  could  by  no 
means  depend  upon  the  refources  which  voluntary  contribution  could 
affi)rd.  The  principle  of  the  meafure  he  approved,  but  he  now  rofe 
to  throw  out  fome  ideas  which  might  be  deferving  of  fome  attention 
in  the  mode  by  which  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution.     The 
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right  honourable  gentleman^  in  the  eloquent  and  energetic  fpecch 
with  which  he  opened  his  plan,  ftated,  the  firft  obje£t  to  be  attended 
to  was,  that  the  burdens  which  it  might  be  neceflfary  to  impofe  fhould 
not  bear  too  hard  upon  the  lower  claiTct  of  the  community.  This 
principle,  however,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did  not  feem 
to  have  fufficiently  applied  to  the  provifions  of  the  bill.  In  his  opi- 
nion too  large  a  proportion  of  the  burden  had  been  impofed  upon 
that  clafs,  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  profisflcd  a 
defire  to  relieve.  The  extenfivc  diftribution  of  property  in  this 
country  had  been  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  (lability  of  the 
Government.  The  frcnxy  of  ^^evolutionary  principles  had  been 
checked  by  the  practical  bicflings  of  the  Government.  Men  felt 
themfelves  attached  to  the  Conftitution,  becaufe  they  were  happy 
under  it.  This  ftability  was  owing  in  a  very  important  degree  to 
the  middling  claffes,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  poflcfling  a  certain 
ihare  of  property,  and  being  encouraged  in  its  acquifition.  He  was 
decidedly  therefore  againft  breaking  down  this  clafs  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  was  for  throwing  the  burden  on  the  upper  claiTes.  He 
(hould  not  care  much  that  men  from  5  to  io,oool.  a  year  and  up- 
wards complained  of  their  (hare  of  the  burden,  but  he  (hould  be  forry 
if  thofafroip  150I.  to  200I.  a  year,  complained  of  the  burden. 
The  operation  of  the  meafure  in  its  prefent  (hape  would  be,  to  do 
away  entirely  that  middling  clafs,  whofc  exiftence  was  fo  important 
to  the  State,  and  divide  the  State  into  the  two  dcfcriptions  of  the 
poor  and  the  rich.  As  to  the  efFed  of  the  meafure  upon  the  mana- 
fafturer,  the  latter  would  pay  himfclf  and  lay  on  a  profit  bc(!dcs 
upon  the  amount  of  the  tax.  It  w^s  much  better  then^  iA  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  confumer  (hould  pay  diredly  the  burden  which  would 
be  laid  upon  him  indireftly  by  the  manufafturer.  This  would 
avoid  the  odium  of  an  impofition,  which  in  faft  would  not  draw 
from  the  clafs  to  whom  it  immediately  touched,  the  revenue  it  was 
cxpefted  to  produce.  He  was  afraid  that  the  burden  would  be  fdt 
with  peculiar  fe verity  by  the  clafs  of  thofe  who  po(re(red  about  150I. 
a  year,  becaufe  they  would  be  called  upon  for  this  additional  charge 
at  a  time  when  the  charge  made  upon  the  mode  of  living  and  upon 
expenditure,  would  dimini(h  their  profits.  The  flate  of  the  times 
was  fuch  that  it  was  of  the  laft  importance  to  attach  men  to  theCon- 
ftitution  by  making  them  feel  the  bleflTings  it  communicated,  by 
fhewing  them  that  it  encxjuragcd  induftry,  that  it  proteSed  and  en- 
couraged acquifitten.  Individuals  would  not  feel  any  powerful  at- 
tachment to  the  country,  when  their  fituation  is  deprived  of  thofc 
ble(fings  which  rcnde^  it  valuable.  His  idea  then  in  general  was, 
ihat  no  roan  who  paid  lefs  than  i  ol.  a  year  of  affefibd  taxes  Aould 
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be  included  in  the  meaning  of  this  bill,  and  that  the  modificattona 
propofed  fliould  be  applied  in  this  new  fcale.  By  impoiing  an  ad- 
ditional half  rate  in  the  higher  claiTes  he  was  convinced  that  the 
fum  of  6,500,0001.  might  be  raifcd  without  the  odium  and  the 
danger  of  extending  the  contribution  fo  far  to  the  lower  and  mid- 
dling  dafles  of  fociety.  He  had  the  utmoft  confidence  in  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration.  He  thought  they  contained  as  much  talent, 
as  much  virtue  and  public  fpirtt  as  any  fet  of  men  that  could  be 
found  in  the  country.  He  cautioned  them,  however,  againft  break- 
ing down  that  middling  dafs  of  men  on  whom  the  (lability  of  tha 
flate  fo  eflentially  depended.  He  was  afraid  that  if  the  meafure» 
in  its  prefent  fliape,  was  carried  into  execution,  it  would  quite  do 
away  the  clafsof  men  poflefled  of  incomes  from  lool.  to  200I.  a 
year.  Thcfc  hints  he  had  thrown  out  in  this  fiage  in  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  of  fome  ufe  in  modelling  the  provilions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  heard  with  no  inconliderablc 
degree  of  furprife  both  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  ^n- 
tleman  oppofite  (Mr.  W.  Bird,)  and  from  the  worthy  Alderman* 
The  worthy  Alderman  faid,  that  the  meafure  propofed  would  bear 
hard  upon  the  middling  clafles  who  pofleflfed  incomes  from  150  to 
200I.  a  year,  and  as  a  fort  of  commentary  upon  this,  the  honourable 
gentleman  faid,  that  this,  as  well  as  other  taxes  propofed  of  late 
years,   would  bear  with  unequal  feverity  upon  the  manufoflurer. 
How  far  this  charadter  applied  to  the  taxes  which  had  been  latdj 
impofcd  he  left  to  the  Houfe  to  determine.     Let  them  confider  the 
millions  which  the  exigency  and  critical  importance  of  the  times 
had  made  it  necefTary  to  raife,  and  confider  how  little  of  the  com- 
parative burdens  impofed  upon  the  community  fell  upon  the  lower, 
or  manufadhiring  clafles.     He  would  boldly  challenge  a  compari- 
fon  with  any  fyflem  of  finance  which  ever  was  purfued  in  this  coun- 
try, whether  there  ever  was  any  mode  of  raifing  the  public  fupplies 
adopted  which  in  every  refped  was  fo  fparing  in  its  demands  from 
the  lower  clafles,  which  drew  fo  little  from  the  enjoyments,  and 
prctkd  fo  little  on  the  induflry  of  thoie  who  compofed  that  body, 
who  are  flated  to  be  fo  overborn  by  the  weight  of  taxation.     He 
confefled  that  he  could  hardly  preferve  his  coolnefs  when  he  heard  it 
ftated  that  the  operation  of  the  prefent  meafure  would  Jo  away  the 
middle  dafs  of  fociety.     If  this  dais  is  at  all  in  danger  of  being 
done  away,  it  mufl  be  if  it  fail  to  ms^ke  thofe  eflTorts  and  contribute 
thofb  exertions  which  are  necef&ry  to  oppofe  that  fyflem  which 
threatens  to  fwallow  up  every  dafs,  before  which  every  bleifing  of 
focial  and  dvil  life  muft  link,  and  every  diflindtion  and  every  fource 
of  bappinefs  muft  literally  be  done  away.     If  the  manu&durers  of 
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Coventry,  or  tht  inanufadurers  of  any  otber  part  of  the  country,  be 
dqprivcd  of  the  advantages  they  enjoy,  and  the  means  of  their  prof- 
perity,  it  mud  be  if  they  are  mifled  by  the  topics  urged  by  tbofe 
vfao  aiFe£t  to  fupport  their  caufe,  if  they  deem  themfelves  ei^empted 
ftom  the  necefllty  of  exertion  in  the  common  cauiiev      If  the  evil 
made  no  diftiniStion  in  its  attack,  he  hoped  that  no  man  would  be- 
tray the  common  caufe  by  a  di(lind\ion  in  the  defence ;  that  they 
would  make  no  didindion  in  the  meaiijre  of  refidance,  where  there 
was  none  in  the  magnitude  of  the  danger. '   All  men  had  a  pradi- 
oal  (lake  in  the  objcjfls  which  it  was  the  objed  of  the  conteft  to  de- 
fend, and  the  intereft  which  they*  mud  feci,  which  they  might  lofe 
by  weakly  deferting  their  own  caufe,  claims  a  (hare  in  the  exertion, 
and  a  concurrence  in  the  facrifice.     He  hoped  he  would  not  then 
be  told  that  thofe  who  did  not  pay  i  ol.  a  year  of  A(re(fed  taxes  liad 
no  intereft  in  the  prefent  conteft.  .   Had  gentlemen,  been  talking  on 
die  means  of  fupplying  the  public  fervice  upon  the  principle  of  a 
war  in  the  anticnt  mode,  would  they  have  maintained  the  princi* 
pies  which  they  now  broach  r      If  there  was  a  moment  for  unufual 
exertion  ;  if  tbe  nature  of  the  object   for  which  we  ftruggle  were 
ibch  as  to  apply  equally  to  the  higheft  and  the  loweftp  was  this  a 
^noment  to  make  a  diftind^ion  of  the  clafs  by  which  the  effort  was 
to  be  fuftained  r     This  was  a  principle  which  dcftroyed  in  its  ap* 
plication  the  whole  vigour  of  our  exertions.     While  they  make  an 
effort  in  words,  gentlemen  fritter  away  the  force  of  their  own  decla- 
rations.    By  an  unfe^fonable  compafiion,  by  an  injudicious  anxiety 
for  thofe  whom  they  propofed  to  exempt,  they  in  effcdl  would  facrificc 
the  intereft  of  the  lower,  as  well  as  the  higher  clalTes,  to  that  niin 
which  makes  no  diftin^ion  it  its  obje<£^,  and  no  exception  to  its  de- 
vaftation.     But  what  was  the  application  of  the  principles  thus 
maintained  F    One  (hould  have  thought,  to  hear  the  argument,  that 
the  burden  had  been  to  fall  heavieft  upon  thofe  from  i  ool.  to  200I. 
inftead  of  this,  however,  from  200I.,  in  a  defcending  fcale,  a  va* 
riety  of  modifications  were  introduced,  and  on  an  income  of  60I. 
a  year  the  burden  would  amount  only  to  an  1 20th  part  of  it,  and 
the  higher  claiTes  were  to  be  charged  in  addition  to  make  allowances 
for  the  mitigation  given  to  the  poorer  order  ;  and  yet  this  was  faid 
to  be  doing  away  the   middling  claffes  of  the  community.     He 
foared  that  by  attending  too  much  to  prejudices  and  to  pardcubr 
interefts,  gentlemen  with  very  good  intentions  might  be  led  totally 
to  mifhike  principles,  and  completely  to  overkx)k  fads.     As  to  the 
^  propofal  for  exempting  all  thcde  who  idid  not  pay  i  ol.  a  year  of 
A^Teded  taxes,  and  at  the  fame  time  making  up  flx  or  (even  mil- 
lions, he  could  fay  nodiingi  as  he  could  |iot  at  all  comprobend  by 
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what  means  it  rauM  be  done.     Me  fhooW  content  himfelf  with 

t 

ftying,  that  fuch  a  mode  of  taxation  was  completely  conttary  to  all 
principle,  and  to  all  praflicc.  To  fay,  however,  that  all  men  who 
have  Icfs  than  40 ol.  a  year,  which  might  be  the  average  on  the 
exemption  propofed,  had  no  jntereft  in  nriaintaining  the  prcfent  con- 
tcft,  was  a  libel  on  the  great  bulk  of  thfe  people  of  the  country,  who 
felt  they  had  fuch  an  intereft,  and  who  would  difdain  to  be  ex- 
empted  from  (baring  the  honour  of  its  defence.  But  it  was  faid, 
that  by  the  effedl  of  the  prefcnt  meafurc,  fuch  changes  would  be 
introduced  in  the  mode  of  life,  there  would  be  fuch  a  diminution 
of  confumption  an<i  of  expenditure,  that  there  would  be  no  vent  for 
manufa(Slures.  But  did  the  honourable  gentleman  imagine  that 
the  vent  of  manufactures  do*s  not  depend  on  the  expenditure  of 
the  higheft  rank  ?  Did  he  think  that  the  fources  of  manufactures 
were  not  fupplicd,  invigorated  and  maintained  by  the  confumption 
of  the  higher  claflcs,  and  if  a  material  change  took  place  in  the  ex- 
penditure, muft  not  the  confcquence  be  felt  in  the  lower  ?  The 
worthy  Alderman  maintained  the  converfe  of  the  propofition,  that 
the  higher  would  fuffer  by  throwing  an  exceflive  burden  upon  the 
lower  ;  and  could  he  deny  that  the  lower  would  fufFer,  if  the  means 
of  confumption  in  the  higher  clafles  were  impaired  by  an  unequal 
diftribution  of  burden  ?  To  flatter  the  multitude  then  with  fuch  a 
diftinftion  was  to  nourifli  a  dangerous  error,  which  might  be  attended 
with  the  mod  fatal  confcquences.  To  exempt  them  in  words, 
and  at  the  fame  time  by  confcquence,  and  if  certain  cflTcCV,  to  impofc 
upon  them  a  tenfold  evil,  was  the  mod  miftaken  policy  which  could 
be  conceived.  It  was  admitted  that  the  efTbrt  mull  be  unufual ; 
but  to  fupjx)fe  that  it  could  be  laid  upon  the  rich,  was  at  once  the 
moft  vifionary  and  impradicable  fcheme  that  ever  entered  the  ima- 
gination of  man  ;  and  if  prafilicable,  would  be  one  of  the  moft  mif- 
chievous  in  its  operation  with  which  a  State  was  ever  fcourged. 
There  was  one  objedion  farther  to  which  he  (hould  fay  a  few 
words.  He  did  not  deny  that  too  great  a  proportion  of  burden 
impofed  upon  any  particular  claflcs  would  create  a  revulfion,  and 
diminlfli  confumption ;  but  if  properly  diftributed,  there  was  no 
danger  of  the  confcquence.  If  feven  millions  were  raifcd,  it  did 
not  follow  that  this  fum  was  totally  withdrawn  from  capital.  It 
was  indeed  for  a  time  diverted  from  its  natural  channels  \  but  unlefs 
it  were  fuppofed  to  be  laid  up  dead  in  the  Exchequer,  unlefs  it 
were  to  be  fent  to  foreign  countries  without  poflibility  of  return,  or 
buried  in  the  fca,  after  a  certain  delay  it  returned  to  its  natural 
channel,  promoting  confumption  and  invigorating  induftry.  Spent 
in  the  country,  it  continued  to  animate  circulation  and  to  fupport 
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labour.  If  diis  were  not  the  cafe,  it  wouM  be  impoffible  toaceount 
why  the  immenfe  expenditare,  which  hiflory  records,  did  not  pro- 
duce other  effcAs  in  States  than  thofe  which  we  know  to  have  taJcen 
place^  and  we  know  that  thofe  effeds  muft  have  enfued  whidi  all 
hiftory  belies.  He  entered  his  proteft  therefore  againft  fuch  princi- 
ples in  behalf  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of  this  country,  whofe 
caufe  was  injured  by  the  argunnents  by  which  it  was  defended,  in 
behalf  of  thofe  who,  feeling  that  they  have  an  tntereft  in  the  caufe 
for  which  we  contend,  and  who  cannot  be  unwilling  to  contribute 
their  efforts- in  that  common  caufe,  from  which  they  know  their 
own  happincfs  and  profperity  cannot  be  fcparated. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  it  was  ftirpriiing  that  while  the  right  ho- 
nourable Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  remarkable  for  nothing 
more  than  the  admirable  gravity  of  his  manners,  no  man  could  re- 
ceive a  hint  from  a  friend,  when  it  thwarted  his  own  particular 
plans,  with  greater  roughneis.     The  right  hooourable  gentleman 
had  taken  fire  at  an  expreflion  ufed  by  an  honourable  gentleman, 
(Mr.  W.  Bird)  though  it  was  founded  in  hA  and  truth,  he  meant 
the  words  ^*  to  do  away :"     It  was  not  the  right  honourable  gcn"- 
tleman*s  fine  fpeaking  that  could  prevent  the  mifchief  from  falling 
heavy,  or  the  people  from  feeling  it.     The  lower  order  of  manu- 
fadlurers,  to  be  fure,  had  not  the  means  of  difcuflTing  fuch  fubjcfis 
theoretically,  but  they  would  at  lead  be  allowed  the  capbility  of 
knowing  thofe  evils  from  which  they  pradically  fuffered.     Hov 
flood  the  fad  ?     The  honourable  gentleman  had  charged  that,  on 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  impodng  the  watch  and  clock 
duties,  it  had  been  objeded  that  the  fame  mifchiefs  would  arifefrom 
it  as  fome  of  thofe  which  were  now  predicted  to  be  the  confequcnce 
of  the  prefent  tax,  and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
at  that  time,  as  now^  feouted  the  idea,  and  infided  that  it  was  a 
vulgar  error  ;  and  what  followed  i    Why  precifcly  what  was  cx- 
.  pe£ted,  and  in  the  city  of  Coventry  two-thirds  of  the  watchmakers 
had  been  thrown  out  of  employment.     Was  it  at  all   unreafonaUe 
then  in  his  hononraible  friend  to  fay,  that  the  provifions  of  this  tax 
lay.  heavy  upon  manufadlurers,  and  would  tend  to  do  away  that  clafs 
of  people  i     If  morp  were  neceflary  to  be  faid,  he  could  fay  that 
among  the  manufa(5turers  of  the  country,  or  rather  he  would  fay, 
among  the  artizans,  there  were  many  in  extreme  want,   and  he 
would  venture  to  afRrm,  from  fads  within  his  own  obfervatbn,  that 
if  the  coltedors  within  the  di(hnce  of  ten  milles  round  London 
were  permitted  to  lay  a  flatcment  of  the  whole  truth  before  the 
iigjiu  honourable  gentleman,  the  account  they  would  g^ve  wouldi  in 
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all  probability^  prevent  the  bill  from  being  infifled  upon  by  him  in 
its  prefent  fi^rm- 

He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  the  worthy 
Alderman  (LufhiYigton)  was  not  corredl  in  the  ftatement  he  had  of- 
fered, but  his  own  obje<Slion  was  to  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  he 
was  firmly  of  opinion  that  if  the  Minifter,  inftead  of  taking  from 
thofc  ^ho  paid  diree  pounds  a  year  AfleiTed  Taxes^  were  to  put 
money  into  their  pockets,  they  would  dill  be  at  a  lofs  by  the  revuU 
fion  of  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  higheft  orders  of  the  community.  He 
did  not  mean  to  prefs  this  farther  now,  but  would  referve  his  fcnti* 
ments  for  a  future  dilcuffion,  when  he  would  go  more  at  length 
into  ity  for  the  more  he  converfed  with  tradcfmen  of  all  ranks  and 
political  opinions  (thofe  included  who  were  moft  partial  to  the  right 
honourable  gentleman),  the  more  he  faw  of  fear,  anxiety  and  dif* 
may  among  them.  He  hoped  therefore  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman would  not  prefs  the  reading  of  the  bill  a  fccond  time  earlier 
than  Thurfday  next.  The  more  particularly  as  from  the  ha% 
proceedings  already  had,  it  was  impoflible  for  the  people  in  the  dit* 
tant  parts  of  the  country  to  have  it  in  time  to  inftrud  their  reprefen. 
tatives.  He  declared  him&If  as  defirous  as  any  man  in  that  Houfe 
to  take  meafures  to  defend  the  country,  and  to  (hew  an  EnglUh  face 
to  a  French  army^  but  he  was  averfe  to  any  thing  being  done  that 
might  Jiem  to  the  people  to  bear  heavy  on  any  clafs  of  men.  As 
he  had  no  hope  of  throwing  out  the  meafure,  and  as  things  Aood, 
he  was  only  for  preventing  the  bill  from  being  carried  through  the 
Houfe  too  haftily.  If  the  fecond  reading  was  fixed  for  next  Mon* 
dzjf  no  man  would  be  able  to  fay  that  he  had  voted  for  it  by  the 
coofent  of  his  conftituents. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  repeated  the  objcflions  he  had  made  to  the 
bill  on  former  nights,  and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  injury  it  would 
be  to  individuals  to  make  a  difclofure  of  their  licuation.  If  the  tax 
was  neceflary,  he  hoped  it  would  be  chearfully  complied  with  ;  but 
it  ought  to  be  carefully  modified ;  and  for  that  purpofe  time 
ought  to  be  given  for  a  due  confidcration  of  the  bill. 

The  quedion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  time  was  then  put 
9nd  carried. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrvcd,  that  notwithftanding  what  had 
been  faid,  he  could  fee  no  reafon  for  pofiponing  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  bill  beyond  the  time  he  had  already  menlioned  ;  and  there- 
fore he  would  move,  That  it  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday. 
If  it  were  defirable  that  the  bill  (hould  be  efFedual,  it  would  appear 
clear  on  a  moment's  unbiafled  refledion  that  it  muft  be  paflfed  be- 
fore the  holidays^     He  faid,  that  fo  far  from  its  being  carried  with 
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precipitation  through  the  Houfc,  as  had  bfcn  chained  by  fomc  gen- 
tlemen, a  rctrofpcdtive  viewof  the  various  dates  of  its  different  ftagcs 
from  his  firft  opening  it  to  the  prefcnt  day,  would  demonftrably 
prove  that  there  never  was  a  mcafure  of  finance  which  had  experi- 
enced fo  long  a  delny ;  and  it  was  fomewhat  firigular  that  the  ho- 
nourable Member  who  fird  accufed  him  of  precipitation  in  carrying 
it  through  the  Houfc  (Mr.  Tiemey)  was  alfo  the  flrft  who  accufed 
him  of  giving  unneceffary  delay  to  it,  when,  in  the  firft  inftancc,  he 
had  allowed  ten  days  for  confidcration  of  the  general  plan.  The 
t)nly  part  of  the  bill  that  could  at  all  become  a  fubjeft  of  difcuffion, 
was  the  mitigations  allowed  in  it.  As  to  the  grofs  ^imount  of  the 
burdens,  that  could  not  admit  of  queftion  or  of  alteration,  and  he 
was  furc  it  would  ultimately  appear  that  none  would  find  it  fo  heavy 
-25  they  now  apprehended  ;  finally,  he  faid  the  bill  had  been  now  a 
fortnight  before  the  Houfe,  and  he  fhould  be  guilty  of  a  dercHAion 
of  his  public  duty  rf  he  voluntarily  agreed  to  its  being  poftponcd  to 
a  later  period. 

•  Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  had  been  miftaken  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  What  he  had  objected  to  at  firft  was,  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  brought  forward  the  meafurc  at  a 
time  when  he  was  not  fufficiently  prepared  to  ftate  it  fully ;  that 
though  he  had  been  well  prepared  to  make  a  fine  fpccch,  he  had 
been  fo  ill- prepared  with  the  matter  in  detail,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
take  a  week  to  confidcr  of  it.  The  right  honourable  gentleman 
had  faid,  that  the  bill  muft  pafs  before  the  holidays — but  he  put  it 
to  the  rcfledlion  of  the  Houfe,  whether  it  was  the  moft  ingratiating 
mode  for  Parliament  to  conduct  thcmfelves,  when  a  delay  of  only 
four  or  five  days  is  afked,  to  anfwer  them  that  it  muft  be  paffcd 
before  the  holidays  ?  Why  (hould  they  not  rather  fay  there  (hould 
be  no  holidays  at  all  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  a 
week  from  his  firft  propounding  the  outline  of  the  plan  to  digcft  and 
modify  its  particular  provifion's,  ^nd  yet  the  people  were  not  to  be 
allowed  a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  to  confider  them.  How  the 
people  in  diftant  parts  of  the  country  were  to  read  the  bill  at  all  till 
it  would  be  too  late  for  obje6tion  or  amendment,  he  knew  not.  He 
apprehended  that  the  Minifter's  defire  to  pafs  it  before  the  holidays 
betokened  an  intention  to  make  a  long  adjournment ;  a  meafine 
which  muft  be  deprecated,  as  this  time  was  the  worft  that  ever  was 
known  for  a  fufpenfion  of  the  fitting  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  neccffary  to  have  the  bill 
paffed  before  the  holidays  for  the  purpofe  of  making  the  affeflinent 
in  time.  If,  as  he  had  already  (hewn,  there  had  been  no  precip- 
tatioirin  carrying  the  bill  fo  far,  and  the  bill  itfclf  had  the  general 
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ooncurrcnce  of  the  Uoufc,  that  would  he  a  fufficicnt  anfwcf  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  objediions. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  moved  to  amend  the  motipn  by.  fubftituting 
Thurfday  next  for  Monday. 

,  Mr.  YORKE    wiftied  to  know  whether  the  bill  was  to  be 
printed  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  it  was  intended  that  the  bill  (hould 
be  printed,  and  that  it  Ihould  be  read  a  fecund  time  on  Monday^  and 
committed  on  Tucfday  next. 

The  qucftion  was  put — For  Monday,  58  ;  Againft  if,  5. 

FriJay,   Dscrmber  8. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefcnted  a  petition  from  the  Church- 
wardens and  Overfecrs  of  the  Poor  on  behalf  of  themfclves,  as  weil. 
as  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Leonard,  Shore* 
dirch,  Aating  that  they  could  not  carry  into  effedl  the  provifions.of 
the  ftatute  of  the  14th  of  the  prcfent  King,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
di draining  for  non-payment  of  Poor  R'atcs,  by  reafon  of  a  great 
number  of  houfes  under  the  rate  of  i  ol.  a  year,  and  of  the  occupiers 
being  fo  very  poor,  that  there  were  not  in  many  fuch  houfes  goods 
fufficicnt  to  anfwer  the  fum  to  be  levied  by  dillrefs ;  praying  the 
Houfc  to  take  the  matter  into  fcrious  coniideration.  Referred  to  a 
Sele<£t  Committee. 

Mr.  YORKE  wiflied  to  mention  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, that  the  bill  for  Affelfcd  Taxes  flood  for  the  fecond  read- 
ing on  Monday  next,  and  that  it  was  underflood  that  it  was  to  be 
propofed  to  commit  it  on  Tuefday.  He  begged  that  the  Committee 
upon  the  bill  (hould  be  poftponed,  ac  lead,  until  Thurfday.  He  had 
noobje<5)ion  to  the 'fecond  reading,  even  to-day,  if  that  were  neccf- 
faiy,  for  it  was  to  the  Committee  he  (hould  d\xc&.  his  attention.  It 
was  a  meafure  novel  in  itfelf>  and  fome  time  ought  to  be  given  to 
confide r  of  it.  He  therefore  hoped  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  confent  to  poilponing  the  Committee  upon  this  bill  until 
Thurfday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  anxious  as  he  was  to  avoid  all 
unncceffary  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  this  important  meafure  ;  yet  as 
ht  found  the  bill  was  not  yet  ready  to  be  put  into  gentlemen's  hands, 
although  he  hoped  it  would  have  been  printed  by  this  time,  he 
could  therefore  have  no  objection  to  the  Committee  being  deferred 
to  Thurfdav. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  from  the  information  he  had  re- 
ccived9  and  from  what  he  was  aware  of  himfelf,  he  was  confident 
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that  any  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  this  meafure  would  be  taken  as 
a  £ivour  by  mod  of  thofe  on  whom  it  was  to  operate.  He 
therefore  intreated  that  the  fecond  reading  might  be  poftponed  to 
Tuefday. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  no  great  objedion  to  2ci 
commodate  any  gentleman,  when  he  could  do  fo  confiftently  with 
the  difchaige  of  his  public  duty.  He  would  not  oppofe  the  defire 
of  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  could  not  help  remarking,  how- 
ever, that  he  thought  the  Committee  was  the  (lage  in  which  the  bill 
was  to  be  difcufied.  He  was  under  the  neceflity  of  remarking 
alfo,  that  very  grofs  mifreprefentations,  and  confequent  mifappre- 
henfion,  had  gone  abroad  upon  the  fubjeA  of  this  bill.  If  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  endeavour  to  corre6)  thefe  miia{>- 
prehenfions  in  the  interim,  his  time  would  be  extremely  wdl 
employed. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  mifreprefcnta- 
tion  upon  the  bill ;  he  was  confident  he  never  intended  to  mifre- 
prefent  the  matter,  and  he  believed  that  he  never  did  fo.  He  (hould 
be  glad  to  underftand  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  which,  he 
protefted,  he  did  not  at  prefent. 

*  Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that,  beyond  all  doubt,  farther  time  was 
neceifary  before  this  bill  (hould  be  difcuffed.  He  had  great  rea- 
fon  for  oppofing  it.  Indeed  he  believed  it  would  be  impoflfible  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  He  believed  that  there  was  a  greater  nuxn* 
her  of  perfons  than  the  Mihifter  was  aware  of  incapable  of  paying 
their  affeffmcMts  already.  There  were  no  lefs  than  one  hundred 
and  eighty-one  in  one  parifh  who  had  been  fummoned  for  non*pay- 
ment ;  many  were  mitigated,  many  only  paid  half,  and  many  were 
totally  excufed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  he  bad  the 
means,  ought  to  be  poffeflfed  of  all  information  of  this  kind  ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  before  they  proceeded  upon 
this  bill.  As  he  never  confided  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer,  nor  any  part  of  his'adminiftration,  even  when  we  were  in 
the  moft  flourifhing  condition,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fay  that  he 
did  not  confide  in  him  now.  If  there  were  any  mifreprefentations 
gone  forth,  of  which  however  he  knew  nothing,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  ought  to  lofe  no  time  in  clearing  the  matter  up. 
At  all  events,  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  every  body  to  underfhnd 
the  bill. 

Mr.  I.  H.  STRUTT  obfervedi  he  doubted  the  accuracy  of 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  juft  preceded.  The  lift  was  a 
much  fmaller  lift. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  he  held  himfclf  rcQwnfiblc  for  friat  he 
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iaid.  He  had  fiatcd  hGtSf  and  he  would  repeat  them.  The  parifli 
to  which  he  alluded  was  Saint  Andrew's  Below  the  Bar.  In  that 
pari(h  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  perfons  were  fummoncd  for  non- 
payment ;  twenty-one  were  mitigated  to  half,  and  thirty-one  were 
totally  excufed.  This,  he  faid,  he  had  from  the  parilh  books. 
He  would  be  as  forry  as  any  man  to  date  what  he  did  not  know,  and 
as  unwilling  to  recall  what  he  knew  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  gentlemen  drew  conclu- 
fions  upon  this  fubjed,  it  was  material  that  they  Jcnew  the  reafons  of 
the  perfons  they  alluded  to  being  unable  to  pay,  and  why  they  were 
excufed,  or  why  any  thing  was  mitigated.  It  did  not  feem  to  him 
to  apply  to  the  cafe  of  aifeflfments.  It  ought  to  be  rccoUe^ed,  that 
many  perfons  who  might  be  charged  from  the  afleffment  which  they 
paid  would  be  totally  exempted  from  any  new  payment  by  reafon  o£ 
the  (ize  of  their  income.  He  was  glad  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  named  the  parifb,  for  it  might  hereafter  be  feen  how  far  this 
was  a  fpecimcn  of  the  accuracy  which  was  to  be  expe£led  from  thofe 
who  were  fo  ready  to  talk  of  the  inability  of  perfons  to  pay  their 
alTcflments.  But  rhe  honourable  gentleman  iaid,  that  a  great  many 
perfons  would  be  unable  to  pay — Why  ?  Becaufe  they  are  unable 
to  pay  their  prefent  rates.  The  honourable  gentleman  might  have 
known,  that  this  very  meafure  excluded  thofe  who  were  unable  to 
pay  their  prefent  rates,  and  to  allow  to  others  who  were  able,  but 
whole  ability  was  within  a  given  limit,  an  abatement  in  proportion 
to  that  circumfcribed  ability.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  meant 
to  fay  that  fome  were  excufed  altogether  from  paying  their  afTefT* 
ments  already,  or  that .  fome  of  them  were  mitigated,  he  muft  fay 
that  &ich  a  thing  was  impoflible,  becaufe  nobody  poffefled  as  yet  the 
power  to  excufe  or  to  mitigate  the  afleflfed  duty.  Probably  the 
honourable  gentleman  confounded  the  aflefled  duties  with  the  poor 
rates,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  became  unintentionally  in- 
accurate. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  he  alluded  to  the  poor  rates ;  but  he  be- 
lievpd  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  find  a  great  number 
of  perfons  alfo  unable  to  pay  the  aiTciTed  duties. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  this  was  no  proof  whatever  as 
to  the  aflefled  taxes. 

Mr.  ELLISON  faid,  he  confidered  that  i9-2oths  of  the  people 
of  diis  country  looked  up  to  the  great  abilities  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  refcue  us  from  our  prefent  difficulties.  He  then 
proceeded  to  obferve,  that  although  he  approved  of  the  principle  of 
the  plan,  yet  as  fome  modification  might  be  neceflary,  he  owned  he 
wiflied  fer  farther  time  to  be  prepared  for  that  purpoie.     He  waa 
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foriy  that  the  paper  btcf  upon  the  tabic  relative  to  the  nmnher  of 
perfons  who  paid  aiTeflcd  taxes  had  been  produced  at  all,  becauft  he 
V92LS  well  perfuaded  it  was  moft  grofsly*  erronet)Us.  He  thought 
alfo,  that  the  higher  ranks  of  focicty  were  not  called  upon  to  pay 
fufficiently  to  the  public  exigency.  For  thefe  reafons  he  wiihed  the 
fecond  reading  of  thc^bill  to  be  delayed. 

The  order  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  on  Monday  was  then 
difchargcd,  and  it  was  ordered  that  it  be  read  a  fecond  tinw  on 
Tuefday  next. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  propofe  the 
bill  to  be  committed  on  Thurfday  next.  He  then  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  ibr  the  Hotrfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
#hoIe  Houfc,  to  confider  farther  of  ways  and  means  (or  raifing  a 
iupply. 

The  FSoufe  having  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  accordingly, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that,  according  to  the  notice  he 
gave  on  a  former  day,  he  now  called  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  a  fingle  branch  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year.  He 
did  not  mean  to  bring  forward  any  thing  at  prefent  but  a  (ingle  re- 
(blutfon,  which  he  intiended  as  the  foundation  of  a  bill,  which  he 
(hould  afteri^ards  propofe  to  bring  into  the  Houfe ;  the  objed  of 
which  would  be,  to  provide  for  the  railing  of  three  nnilltons  from 
the  Bank.  He  (hould  take  care  to  make  provifion  for  the  re-pay* 
ment' of  that  fum  by  indatlments,  as  he, had  formerly  ftated — the 
cfetail  of  which  would  naturally  arife  whea  the  bill  (hould  come  be- 
fore the  Houfe  The  refolution  he  had  now  to  propofe  veas  merely, 
that  three  millions  be  raifcd  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  on  Ex- 
chequer bills,  upon  which  he  (hould  be  ready,  if  any  farther  difcuf- 
fion  fhould  anfe.  He  then  moved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
ConMnittee,  that  towards  ratfmg  the  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His 
Majeify,  the  fom  of  three  millions  be  raifed  on  Exchequer  bills^ 
which  was  pafTed. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  then  rofe,  and  proceeded  nearly  as  fellows:— « 
In  purfuance  of  a  notice  I  gave  fome  time  (ince,  I  rife  to  move  a 
refoludon  for  applying  certain  parts  of  the  emoluments  of  certain 
oiKces  for  the  public  fervice  during  the  war.  In  the  motion  I  have 
to  fubmit,  I  fdlow  a  precedent.  It  is  a  meafure  that  was  adopted 
in  the  reign  of  William  and  Mary.  I  beg  leave  to  take  nodce  of 
what  His  Majeffy's  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  when  I  gave 
notice  of  the  fubjed  which  I  now  bring  forward.  He  foggefledan 
idea,  that  this  was  an  intended  refledion  on  His  Majefly's  MGmf- 
ters. .  He  ought  to  be  too  confdous  of  the  merit  of  his  high  charac- 
ter to  fuppofe  tha<bany  fuch  thing  waa  intended*     As  tt>  nocions  of 
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private  wealthy  I  believe  nobody  can  accufe  h\m  ;  be  refeodxles  his 
father  in  that  fcatureoF  his  charaflcr.    In  that  I  admit  he  roTembilcs 
his  illudrioos  anceflor— I  wifli  the  refcnifblaDCe  extended  over  the 
whole  of  his  compofition.     I  have  no  animoHty  to  placemen  an^ 
penHoner^  ;  many  of  them  may  render  great  fervice  to  their  country. 
I  wi(h  not  to  take  any  thing  away  from  particular  offices,  which  I 
fliaU  hereafter  mention,  and  for  which  I  {hall  aflign  my  reafons.  It 
was)  faid  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  on  a  former  night,  that 
there  was  no  diflFerencebetween  the  emoliuoents  of  an  office  and  the 
eftate  of  a  private  genclei^n  ;  that  the  one  wa$  as  much  property  a& 
the  other.     I  (hall  not  enter  on  the  difcuffion  of  that  fubjed  now. 
There  are  two  forts  of  places :  one  that  depends  on  the  pAeafure  of 
the  Crown,  and  others  that  are  independeht  of  k«    As  to  offices 
that  are  dependent  on  the  pleafure  of  the  Crown,  they  may  be  (aid  to 
be  fiuily  enjoyed,  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  dependent  on  the 
talents  of  the  perfons  who  enjoy  them ;  but  in  time  of  public  emer- 
gency,  they  may  be  as  fairly  dimii»i(hed  as  the  income  of  any  other 
perlbn  is  dimtniffied  by  taxes.     7'he  public  have  a  right  to  iiiy  to  a 
peribn  holding  a  place,  "  True  it  is  that  your  falary  was  fuch  as  we 
wifhed  you  to  poflefs  when  we  ourfelves  were  affluent ;  but  now  cir- 
cumfianoes  are  fo  altered,  that  really  we  cannot  now  afford  it."     As 
to  the  offices  in  which  the  grantee  has  a  freehold  intereft,  it  is  ol>- 
fervable,  that  in  the  time  of  William  and  Mary  there  was  hm  di£» 
ference  made  between  them  and  thofe  that  were  held  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  Crown.     I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  dilUnflion,  and  ther&> 
fore  the  relblution  which  I  ftall  fubmit  to  the  Committee  will  be 
made  to  keep  that  diftin£lion,  for  it  will  refer  only  to  thofe  offices 
which  are  hdd  at  the  pleafure  of  the  Crown.     Anotlier  diffi:rence 
which  I  intend  to  make  is,  in  the  fum  on  which  the  rcibkition 
ibould  attach :  inAead  of  500I.,   I  Ihall  pr^t^Ce  2,oool.     With 
thefe  variations  the  refolution  will  be,  in  every  other  refpedl,  the 
fame  9»  that  which  pafied  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time  of 
William  and  Mary  nemiru  contradicfnte  ;  and  the  reafon  which  was 
then  alledgod  for  it  was,  that  owing  to  the  great  ipxpences  of  the  war» 
it  wiu  neceflary  to  the  public  fervice.     If  ic  was  heceflaiy  then,  i 
piefame  it  will  haidly  be  difputed  it  is  neeeflary  now,  for  none  can 
deny  the  difircfe  of  the  country.     I  do  not  consider  this  as  any  ^eat 
piMie  refeurcefor  cs^ryingon  &^  war,  akhoug^  in  that  reipeft  it  !$ 
Aot  inoonfidecaUe ;  but  if  I  fucoeed  in  this,  I  intend  to  follow  it  up 
with  iMftMES^pediog  penlions,  and  cbe  application  of  the  civil  lift ; 
)M»d  I  Aiould  hope  that  it  will  produce  fome  bqneficial  legithitbni. 
Sot  I  do  tbi$  with  another  view,  of  more  iraportaaoe,  in  my  opinion, 
Aaft  «ny  2>Ld  whidi  this  may  bring  to  Ae  puUic  lervioc«    I  think 
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there  are  tmny,  many  men  about  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whofe  views  ought  to  be  changed  ;  and  who  (hould  be  placed  in  a 
fituation,  in  which  they  (hall  be  interefted  in  terminating  the  war. 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  fees  near  and  about  him,  manv 
who  are  at  prefcnt  interefted  in  the  continuance  of  this  war.  He 
fees  about  him  a  number  of  contra6lors^  and  money  monopolies, 
who  are,  all  of  them,  interefted  in  the  continuance  of  the  war.  I 
am  forry  for  it.  I  wifli  he  was  furroonded  only  by  thofe  who  are 
interefted  in  its  termination.  It  is  upon  that  principle,  which  is  a 
principle  of  political  regulation,  more  than  a  refource  of  revenue, 
'  that  I  bring  forward  this  fubjcA.  lie  concluded  with  moving, 
**  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  the  falaries,  fiees, 
and  perquifites  of  all  offices  under  the  Crown,  (hall  be  applied  to 
theufe  of  the  war,  except  fuch  as  amount  to  2,000].  per  annum, 
which  are  to  be  allowed  to  all  bfficers  whofe  falaries,  fees,  and  pcr- 
quiiites,  at  prefent  exceed  2,oool.  per  ann. ;  and  alfo  except  that  of 
the  Lord  Chencellor,  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
Judges,  Foreign  Minifters,  and  the  commiffioncd  Officers  of  His 
Majefty's  fleets  and  armies,  or  any  perfons  who  have  a  freehold  in- 
tercft  in  their  refpedive  offices." 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  Before  I  proceed  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  fuch  obfervations  as  occur  to  me  on  the  refolution  in- 
tended to  be  propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  on  the 
principles  he  has  laid  down  in  his  fpeech^  it  may,  perhaps,  be  not 
altogether  foreign  to  the  purpofe,  nor  inconiiftent  with  the  rcfpcd 
due  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  fuggeft  the  probabilt^  that  the 
refolution,  as  it  has  been  read  by  him  and  by  the  clerk  at  the  tabie, 
if  it  means  any  thing  at  all,  does  not  exactly  mean  that  which  the 
honourable  gentleman  feems  to  have  intended.  As  I  have  beard 
and  underftand  it,  and  I  (hould  rather  fuppofe  as  the  Houfe  alio 
muft  underftand  it,  it  amounts  limply  to  this,  that  all  falaries  of 
office,  but  thofe  of  two  thoufand  pounds  a  year  value,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Lord  Chancellor)  the  Speaker  df  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  Judges,  and  fome  others,  (hall  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
war.  If,  then,  I  comprehend  it  rights  and  this  be  the  fcnfc  of  the 
wording  of  the  refolution  as  it  has  been  read,  what  does  it  import 
but  that  all  falaries,  firom  two  thoufand  pounds  and  upwards,  are  to 
be  reduced  to  two  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  all  from  two  thoufand 
downwards,  even  to  fifty,  are  to  be  entirely  takeh  4^vay  ;  Now 
whether  this  refolution  is  compatible  with  the  honourable  gende- 
man's  general'  notions  of  political  economy,  or  in  unifon  with  tbe 
tenor  of  the  principles  he  profeftes*— whether  this  is  the  way  of 
jnaking  a  diftinfiion  in  favour  of  poverty  againft  wealdi,  it  is  fer 
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die  honourabk  gentleman  htmfelf  to  judge,  and  I  wiQi  him  to  re- 
flcA  upon  It.  But  for  my  part,  It  appears  to  me  to  be  fo  utterly- 
incongruous  with  his  ufual  lentiments,  and  fo  unlike  to  the  precedent 
oq  which  he  has  grounded  it^  that  I  am  led  to  believe  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  has  made  a  fmall  mtflake  ;  if  fo,  I  fhould  be  fony 
to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  in  candour  wifh  him  to  confider  it,  and 
to  favour  the  Committee  with  an  explanation,  and  tell  them  what 
it  is  he  rcaUv  means. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS— Sir,  the  rcfolution  ly  mifunderftood  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  and  I  believe  the  wording  will  be 
found  by  no  means  to  juftify  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  in* 
fcrpretatbns-of  it. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  then  read  the  refolution. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT.  It  is  now  clear  that  nothing  can  be 
more  unlike  the  propofition  which  the  honourable  gentleman  in* 
tended,  and  the  precedent  from  which  he  fupported  himfelf  for  hav- 
ing taken  it,  than  the  refolution  now  read. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS— Sir,  I  affure  the  Committee  that  I  copied 
the  Rcfolution  from  that  to  which  I  have  alluded  ;  I  mean  the  Re- 
folution in  the  time  of  Willianfi  and  Mary  ;  word  for  word,  with 
the  exceptions  and  alterations  I  have  already  dated.  I  defire  thai 
the  clerk  will  turn  back  to  that  refolution,  and  read  it. 

The  refolution  of  the  third  of  William  and  Mary  was  read. 

Mr.  Chanceliov  PITT"«-I  believe  a  more  extraordinary  mifap^ 
plication  of  precedents  has  never  occurred  in  or  out  of  thefe  walls. 
If  it  (hould  be  made  to  appear  that  fuch  9  refolution  had  aAually- 
been  agreed  to  and  ratified  by  the  Houfe  in  the  time  of  King  Wil- 
liam, to  agree  to  one  at  this  day  dircAIy  oppofite  to  it  as  that  now 
propofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  would  indeed  be  a  very  ex- 
traordinary way  of  (hewing  refpeA  for,  and  adherence  to  precedents ; 
but  there  is  a  realbn,  and>  in  my  opinion,  no  mean  one,  why  you 
ought  not  to  be  altogether  fo  much  prejudiced  by  this  precedent  of 
King  William,  as  to  be  diverted  from  the  true  principle  of  the 
queftion  before  you^  into  a  concurrence*  with  that  of  the  honouilible 
gentleman  ;  if  he  had  taken  the  pains  to  follow  up  the  hiftory  of 
that  refolution  a  few  pages  farther,  a  gentleman  of  his  great  per- 
fpicuity  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  Mt  to  find  that  reafon.  The 
fdblution  was  agreed  to  mmine  cmtradUentej  and  being  moved  haf- 
tily,  was  not  worded  with  ftrid^  graoamatical  accuracy.  It  fo  hap- 
pened, however,  that  what  was  thus  haftily  voted  without  a  diflfen- 
tient  voice,  when  it  came  to  be  deliberately  inveftigated,  on  the 
bringing  up  a  claufe  of  a  bill  to  carry  it  into  effed,  was  rejeAed 
without  a  divifion,  as  impolitic  and  abfurd.     I  therefore  hope  that 
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gentlemen  will  not,  out  of  prejudice,  or  excc0ive  fondncfe  for  pic* 
cedent,  adopt  that  meafure  which  has  never  been  adopted  before, 
nor  admit  that  which  was  held  to  be  a  good  reafon  for  rejeding  it 
in  the  time  of  King  William,  to  be  a  good  reafon  for  adopting  it 
nQw.  As  to  the  refolutton  itfelf,  in  the  form  in  which  ithas  been 
moved,  my  great  refpeft  for  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  my  re- 
gard for  tlie  time  and  feeling  of  the  Committee,  will  not  allow  tne 
to  difcufs  it  farther. 

Mr.  NICHOI,'LS  faid,  he  certainly  did  not  mean  that  the  refo- 
lution  (hould  extend  to  falaries  under  29O00I.  a  year. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  was  glad  to  bear  .that  explanation  horn 
the  honourable  gentleman  ;  for  it  would  be  exceedingly  unfoitu- 
t)ate  for  thofc  who  would  be  the  objcSs  of  the  honourable  gentle^ 
man's  propoiition,  and,  indeed,  not  very  creditable  to  the  Houfe, 
if,  on  this  over-perfuafion,  and  a  too  rigid  adherence  10  a  precedent 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  a  Committee,  but  rejected  without  a  di- 
vifion  by  the  Houfe,  a  meafure  was  adopted  whioh  would  take  from 
all  peifons  holding  offioes  under  Government  of  lefs  Ih^n  2,oool. 
a  year,  the  whole  of  their  income.  Howevcty  as  the  honouraUe 
gentleman  has  given  up  that  pointt  and  confines  bimiclf  merely  to 
thofe  who  pofTcfs  falaries  of  more  than  2»oool.  a  year,  I  will 
(honly  ftate  to  the  Committee  my  reaibns  for  thinking  that  idea  no 
lefs  abfurd  than  the  other.  The  honourable  gentkman  propofes 
the  tax  as  a  refource  for  the  expcnces  of  tbe  wiir,  and  has-taken  with 
one  large  comprchenfive  fweep  of  his  compaftt  all  offices  from 
2|OOol.  a  year  up  to  9,ooal.,  without  any  di(tin£tion,  any  fcak* 
or  any  giadaiion.  But  while  he  comes  forward  with  this  as  a  re* 
iource,  why  does  he  not  ilacie  tp  the  Commttee  what  be  ejtpefis 
to  draw  from  it  ?  Has  he  cooiklered  to  how  mwii,  even  the  whole 
of  thjofe  offices  that  are  above  ^,oooK  a  year,  would  amount  in  die 
grofe  i  Ffom  the  gravity  of  the  honourable  gentlemtn's  charafier 
and  deporfment,  the  Committee  have  a  right  to  ex^e^ft.from  him 
more  forefigfat  and  precifion,  and  to  call  upon  him  to  lay  Ixfoie 
them  a  lift  of  the  pcrfons  \o  be  i»mA,  and  a  wcUrdigjeAed  e^matc 
of  tbe  fom  he  cakulates  to  draw  from  taxing  diem*  Bm  let  us. 
Sir,  oonfider  upon  Ae  broad  hafis  of  principk  «nd  UMd  poUcy,  die 
icale  of  contributiGti  propofed  by  tbe  booourable  genltaaaan.  WMl 
it  b^  faid  thait  tb^re  v^  no  qualifying  cirfiumAftiiee^  wbkh  keep  pace 
with  the  various  0rad4tions  of  ftfairy^  aed  reoder  die  higher  prppor- 
tionate  to4)ofe  hebw  ?  Will  iit  bceontended.lhat^lbeBc  is  no  dif- 
ttn<3ion  in  fituation  between  thofe  wlio  have  ftlarica  of  two  tbottftod 
a  year,  and  thpfe  who  have  twice  as  mqch  ?  Is  thene  qo  diffisiMic 
in  the  importance  of  the  trufij  in  the  labqnri  in  the  (akfit»i  10  die 
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qtliffificsrtions,  in  the  refponlibilityy  and  in  the  clafs  of  life  in  which 
they  ftand  ?  Is  there  no  allowance  to  be  made  for  fuch  circum- 
ftances  ?  Will  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  the  fulnefs  of  his 
equitable  economy,  fay,  that  the  fame  gradation  ought  not  to  be  6b- 
ferved  in  taxing  oflke,  as  in  taxing  property  ?  And  if  not,  how 
will  he  be  able  to  account  for  dealing  out  fuch  unequal  meafure  as 
he  has  attempted  in  thefe  two  cafes  ?  Inveighing  in  his  elevated 
tone  of  declamation  againft  the  difproportion  of  the  afTefled  taxes  to 
the  property  of  the  clafles  taxed,  and  yet  holding  forth  a  plan  of  indif- 
criminate  taxation,  fweeping  down  all  to  a  level — exa^ing  from  an 
office  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  a  year,  one  fifth ;  from  an  office 
of  foQT  thoufand,  one-half;  firom  one  of  fix  thoufand,  two-thirds. 

Sir,  according  to  my  notion  of  the  nature  of  taxation,  this  is  a 
principle  which  cannot  be  for  a  moment  fupported.  But,  Sir,. 
iprhatsever  interpretation  may  invidiocifly  be  given  to  my  obferva- 
tions,  and  implicated  though  I  am  myfelf  in  what  I  (hall  hereafter 
fiiy  upon  that  fubje£),  I  do  not  hefitate  to  confefs,  and  I  (ay  it  with 
the  candour,  the  confidence,  and  the  firmnefs  which  the  occafion  de- 
mands, that  the  principle  on  which  I  chiefly  reft  my  objedion  to 
the  taxing  of  office,  is  this  ;  that  official  income  is  lefs  than  any 
other  fpecies  of  income  given  for  the  private  enjoyment,  or  perfonal 
gratification  of  thofe  who  poffefs  it.  To  thofe  who  view  them  ab- 
(faadedly,  thefituation  of  perfons  high  in  officeappears  fplendid,  and 
envy  and  malignity  attribute  to  them  an  excefs  of  private  gratifica- 
tions they  never  experienced;  and  of  perfonal  repofe  which  they 
never  enjoy.  The  fituation  of  a  younger  brother,  whofc  public 
fiation  confers  upon  him  the  means,  and  induces  upon  him  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  maintaining  an  appearance  equal  to  thofe  of  large  heredi-^ 
Caiy  rank  and  property,  is  looked  up  to  with  ftupid  malevolence, 
and  viewed  with  an  eye  of  envious  exaggeration  ;  but  any  one  who 
looks  to  their  fituation  with  impartial  views,  and  attentively  ex- 
amines how  much  of  their  incomes  is  applied  to  perfonal  glratifica^ 
tion,  will  find,  that  in  this  rcfped,  they  are  much'  below  the  gene- 
ral clafs  of  opulent  fociety  ;  that  the  far  greater  part  of  their  expen- 
diture is  a  tribute  to  the  ftation  they  fill,  and  to  that  appearance 
it  is  necef&ry  for  them  to  aflume,  in  order  to  maintain  an  equality 
with  thofe  whom  hereditary  wealth  have  elevated  to  the  higheft 
ranks  in  the  community.  If  in  a  free  country  like  this,  the  per*- 
fons  who  fill  the  ofH^e  of  the  higheft  truft  and  refponfibility'were  to 
be  (eleAed  as  objefts  of  taxation,  it  would  indeed  be  extraordinary. 
But  if  It  wefe  fo,  and  in  the  evil  fpirit  of  fuch  a  principle,  they 
were  to  be  divefted  of  their  income,  and  witfi  it  exempted  from  the 
necdiity  of  prcferving  the  fplendor  of  their  appearance,  what  would- 
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they  lofc  ?     Nothing  intrinfically  gratifying ;    no  not   cne  hour's 
perfonal  enjoyment  out  of  the  four  and  twenty  would  be  abridged 
by  fuch  a  defalcation  ;  but  how  far  they  ought  to  be  toxed,  as  a 
political  queftion,  is  a  fabje6t  worth  confideration.    Before  any  claC; 
orfpecicsof  income  can  with  jufticc,  or  policy,  or  prudence,  be  fe- 
leded  for  taxation,  the  perfon  who  propoTes  to  felcd  them  ought  to 
be  able  to  (hew,  cither  that  they  arc  already  too  lightly  taxed,  or 
that  they  are,  from   their  diftindcircum  (lances,  objedls  peculiarly 
fitted  for  great  and  extraordinary  burdens.      In  laying  the  taxes  (cnt 
the  fupplies  of  the  prefent  year,  the  criterion  that  has  been  chofen 
is  the  former  afTefled  taxes,  liable  to  certain  exceptions,  modifica- 
tions, and  dedu(£)ions  ;  and  this  criterion  has  been  feleded  as  the 
bed  poiTible  mode  of  apportioning  the  tax  to  tangible  property  of 
every  denomination.     Now,  Sir,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  hear  what  re- 
gulation in  that  talc  goes  to  exclude  the  property  of  perfonsin  office 
from  afleiTment  f  is  the  income  of  the  gentlemen  in  office  Itfs  tan- 
gible than  that  of  other  perfons  ?      Is  a  fmaller  portion  of  their  in- 
come, than  of  the  income  of  gentlemen  whofe  opulence  is  not  the 
fruit  of  their  own  labour,  but  is  protected  and  fecurcd  to  them  by 
law,  as  the  fruits  of  their  progenitor's  induftry,  fpcnt  in  objeds  of 
taxation  ?     Nay,  do  they  not  fpend  much  more  ?     And  (hall  it  be 
faid  that  while  iji  the  form  of  that  great  expenditure,  neceffiirily  at- 
tached to  their  ftation,  they  pay  more  of  the  ordinary  taxes  in  pro- 
portion than  any  other  clafs  in  fociety,  they  (hall  be  ftudioufly  and 
induflriouily  marked  out  as  objeds  of  oppreffive  taxation  in  anodier 
way  ?     Is  there  any  reafon  why  a  perfon  labouring  fdr  his  income 
iHall  be  more  taxed  than  the  man  who  poUeflTes  an  independent 
landed  property  i  or  rather  as,  on  the  contrary,  fuch  an  income  is 
much  lefs  durable,  ful>je£t  to  laiger  compulfory  expenditure,  and  at- 
tended with  a  heavy  duty,  (hould  not  the  diflindion,  if  any  there 
Were,  be  in  his  favour  ?     In  evety  tax  upon  confumption,  in  every 
fumptuary  tax,  the  man  in  office  contributes,  I  am  fure,  at  leaft  as 
much  as  any  other  in  the  (late,  and  I  believe  it  can  hardly  be  main- 
tained  that  he  ought  to  contribute  more.      The  only  argument  that 
feem  to  imiHY^fs  the  honourable  gentleman  as  being  of  rtal  weight 
in  favour  of  his  motion  is,  that  it  will  intered  Minifters  in  making 
peace ;  and  although  he  has  this  night  lowered  his  tone,  and  af- 
fumed  a  milder  mode  of  exprcffion,  he  at  firft  did  certainly  mention 
the  tax  as  a  threat ;  for  he  faid,  that  if  I  perilled  in  my  plan  of 
affeffed  taxes,  he  would  perfift  in  bringing  forward  this  propofition. 
It  was  evidently,  then,  a  menace ;  for  if  he  had  any  true  reafon  to 
offiar  for  taxing  falaries  of  office,  why  (hould  his  bringing  it  forward 
depen4  upm  my  refraining  froo^  bringing  forward  my  taxes  ?  but 
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now  that  menace  is  laid  afide,  and  is  taken  up  as  a  puni(hment  on 
Minlfters  for  pail  errors,  or  a  corredion  for  future  ones.  But 
is  this  the  principle  of  the  boaftful  Patriot,  the  Reformer  ?  Is  this 
the  extent  of  his  purity,  to  avow  that  he  brings  forward  a  meafure, 
nor  on  the  broad  bottom  of  Its  own  merit,  but  with  a  view  to  give 
Minifters  fo  great  an  intereft  in  the  attainment  of  peace  as  would 
induce  them  without  confideration  of  the  means  or  the  confequences, 
and  without  regard  to  their  public  duty,  but  merely  for  their  own 
private  purpofes,  to  obtain  a  peace  ?  If  the  war  has  been  com- 
menced in  error,  profccuted  with  feeblcnefs,  and  continued  in  cor- 
rupt obflinacy,  do  not  adopt  a  bad  meafure  to  punifh  the  authprs  of 
it,  or  to  corred  their  future  conduct,  but  addrefs  the  King  to  re- 
move them  from  his  councils,  as  legiflators  ;  do  not  make  the  pri- 
vate intereft  of  Minifters  a  temptation  to  them  to  t)e  guilty  of  a  vio* 
lation  of  their  public  faith  and  a  breach  of  their  duty,  and  from 
fordid,  corrupt,  and  undue  motives,  to  facrifice  the  deared  interefts 
of  their  country. 

Mr.  CURWEN  faid,  that  in  the  prefcnt  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try, every  man  was  called  upon  to  make  facrifices,  and  the  Aruggle 
we  had  to  maintain  could  alone  be  fupported  by  economy  in  our  ex- 
penditure. He  was  not  difpofed,  however,  to  fupport  the  motion 
in  its  prefcnt  (hape.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  however» 
would  come  forward  with  fome  fuch  propofition,  though  the  fum 
which  would  come  in  aid  of  the  public  fervice  might  be  fmall,  the 
feeling  which  it  would  infpire  in  the  country  would  be  of  the  ut- 
nx}(l  importance. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  that  though  the  extrava- 
gance and  abfurdky  of  the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  already  been  fo  fuccefsfuUy  expofed  by  his  right 
honourable  friend,  he  could  not  help  making  a  few  remarks  upon 
fome  of  the  pofitioas  that  had  been  laid  down.  The  honourable 
gentleman  tells  us,  that  his  objedl  is  not  to  raife  revenue ;  his  mo- 
tion is  intended  for  other  purpofes.  What,  then,  were  thefe  pur- 
pofes? Why  the  honourably  gentleman  is  defirous  of  peace,  and 
he  therefore  propofes  to  fubje^  Minifters  to  a  fine  while  the  war 
continues  !  This  was  a  whimfical  idea  fure  enough,  efpecially  when 
it  was  confidered  that  the  fentiments  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the  country 
had  already  been  expreflfed  upon  the  fubje^,  and  when  it  was,  npa- 
Bifeft  that  p^ce  at  prefent  could  not  be  obtained.  The  honourable 
gentleman,  knowing  the,  ientiments  of  the  Houfe,  feemed  defirous 
to  entrap  them  into  a  m^fure  contrary  to  their  fentiments,  to  draw 
them  inta  a  concurrence  with  that  wi(h  for  peace  which  he  felt,  even 
oontrary  to  their  judgeincnt.     It  was  fotnethip^  like  the  mode  ro-> 
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commended  to  little  boys  to  catch  birds  hy  throwing  fait  upon  their 
tails,  to  do  that  which  was  in  faft  no  longer  wanted.     The  honour- 
able gentleman,  knowing  that  he  could  not  catch  the  Houfe  any 
other  way,  was  anxious  to  puzzle  and  pcrplcK  them,  and  draw  them 
by  throwing  fait  on  their  tails,  to  do  that  which  would  be  equally 
inconfiftent  on  their  fentiments,  and  foolifh  in  his  own.     But  then 
came  the  honourable  gentleman's  great  quedion  of  general  policy. 
As  the  honourable  gentleman,  however,  was  an  advocate  for  the 
new  principles  of  Government,  a  zealous  partizan  of  reform,  it 
really  might  have  been  expcfled  that  his  great  fchcmc  of  policy 
(hould  have  been  a  little  more  dignified  in  defign,  and  a  little  more 
unexceptionable  in  point  of  morality.     The  happinefs  of  this  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman's  fpeech  had  already  been  fo  well  cx- 
pofed  by  his  right  honourable  friend  that  he  had  few  remaiks  to 
offer  upon  it.     To  cenfurc  purity  by  giving  men  a  corrupt  intcreft 
was,  in  truth,  a  very  whimfical  idea  fora  reformer ;  and  togivc  judges 
a  biafs  in  favour  of  a  fide  was  indeed  a  Orange  way  of  procuring  an 
imparital  decifion.     Such  a  plan  was  neither  very  wife  in  point  of 
policy  nor  great  in  conception.      Did  the  honourable   gentleman 
really  think  that  a  few  hundred  pounds  to  men  who,  if  fo  corrupt  as 
they  wertf  reprefented,  had  fo  many  temptations  to  withfhnd,  and 
fuch  means  of  making  up  for  what  might  thus  be  taken  from  them, 
could  be  an  obje6l  to  influence  their  condufl  againfl  their  judgement? 
By  what  fcale  the  honourable  gentleman  judged  he  could  not  com- 
prehend, when  he  imagined  that  thofc  men  whofe  power  was  dc- 
fcribed  as  equal  to  involve  whole  nations  in  war,  and  to  prolong  it 
at  their  J)leafurc,  were  to  be  induced  to  change  their  fyftcm  for  the 
confideration  of  a  few  hundred  pounds.     But  the  rulers  of  States 
were  to  have  an  intereft  in  preferving  peact  1    This  dcfirc  of  peace, 
if  it  could  be  made  univerfal  among  the  rulers  of  States,  might  per- 
haps be  of  fome  advantage  in  preferving  general  tranquillity,  but  not 
to  make  it  the  particular  intereft  of  the  rulers  of  a  particular  State 
to  cultivate  peace,  might  ultimately  fubjcft  that  State  to  the  mcft 
unjuft  claims,   to  unprovoked  aggreffions,  and  to  the  moft  partial 
injuftice.     Till  the  honourable  gentleman  could  make  the  mild, 
pacific,  juft,  and  conciliatory  fpiritof  the  French  Republic  univerfal, 
he  feared  we  muft  go  on  as  we  had  done»before.    Men  might  difkt, 
no  doubt,  in  their  judgement  of  the  necelTuy  of  war  ;  but  as  to  the 
general  propofition,  it  could  fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  evils  of  war 
might,  in  the  comparifon,  be  Icfs  than  the  evils  of  not  going  to  war. 
''"here  were  then  fuch  tilings  as  juft  and  necelTary  wars.      Nay,  the 

curable  gentleman  himfelf  muft  affenl  t6the  general  propofition; 

he  waS|  no  doubt^  convinced,  that  fuch  wg$  the  nature  of  the 
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war  which  France  now  waged  againft  this  country.     The  evils  of 
war  might  then  be  lefs  than  the  evils  of  not  going  to  war,  and  tbere^ 
fore  might  be  ncceffary.     Neccflary  they  might  not  be  in  that  fcnfc 
that  nations  might  be  compelled  to  go  to  war— Thus,  for  inftance, 
what  the   honourable  gentleman  probably  would   recommend,   an 
Ambaflador  might  be  forced  into  France,  and  peace  procured,  by 
an  unconditional  fubmiflfion  to  every  thing  which  the  enemy  might 
cxa6t.      He  hoped,  however,  that  the  country  would  not  be  up,  or 
rather  down,  to  fuch  a  proceeding.     It  being  evident  then  that  we 
could  not  be  fure  that  war  would  not  be  ncceflfary,  it  certainly  would 
be  unwife  to  make  it  the  intercft  of  rulers  npt  to  go  to  war,  what- 
ever might  be  the  ncccflity  on  which  they  were  placed.     He  did 
not  know  even  that  the  grcateft  danger  was,  that  the  rulers  of  a 
country  would  be  prone  to  war.     The  evils  of  war  were  more 
obvious,  more  prefent,  more  alarming  to  the  imagination,  than  the 
evils  that  might  arife  from  not  going  to  war.     The  latter  required 
more  conlideration,  more  reflexion,  a  greater  regard  for  the  intereft 
of  pofterity,  becaufe  they  were  more  didant.     He  did  not  fee  how, 
therefore,  there  (hould  be  fuch  danger  of  rulers  being  more  inclined 
to  war  than  peace ;  as  a  general  propofition  then,  nothing  could  be 
worfe  founded  than  the  fnotion  of  the  honourable  gentleman.     In- 
deed he  wondered  how  fo  weak  a  meafure  could  come  from  a  per- 
fon  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  gravity  and  knowledge.     Surely 
the  honourable  gentleman   had  unknowingly  received  a  fee  which 
had  biafTed  his  underftanding  ;  he  had  allowed  his  zeal  for  peace 
to  miflead  his  judgement,  and  he  had  therefore  reverfed  the  gene; 
fal  rule,  in  order  to  make  it  apply  to  this  particular  cafe.     There 
was  fomething  which  dropped  from  another  honourable  gentleman, 
(\f  r.  Curwcn),  on  which  he  could  not  refrain  from  making  a  few 
obfcrvations.     The  honourable  gentleman  faid,  that,  though  fuch  a 
meafure  as  that  propofed  might  be  little  to  the  revenue,  it  would  be 
of  iniintte  advantage,  by  the  feeling  which  it  would  infpire  in  the 
country.     The  honourable  gentleman  confcffcs  that  the  meafure 
would  not  remove  any  of  the  burdens  which  the  people  feel ;  confe- 
quently  in  this  refpci^t,  it  would  be  a  complete  delufion.     What, 
then,  would  be  its  cfFcfl  ?     The  people  would  not  thank  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  for  fuch  a  meafure.     If  it  is  meant  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  fee  others  pay  becaufe  they  pay  thomfelves,  this 
was  a  feeling  which  ought  not  to  be  gratified.     By  fuch  paltry  afts 
as  thefe  it  was  fometimes  attempted  to  cnflame,  fomctimes  to  cajole, 
the  people.     Any  feeling  by  fuch  means  he  was  not  willing  to  ex- 
cicc  ;  he  utterly  difclaimed  all  (hare  in  pradifing  fuch  artifices  and 
d     tons.     Somethinc:  was  faid  about  the  difference  between  the 
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iaiaries  of  oiRce'  and  incomes  arifing  from  a  landed  eftatc.     Upon 
this  point  his  tight  honourable  friend  had  given  fafficient  explana- 
tion.    By  the  language  which  fometimc^  wasr  held  upon  the  fubje^, 
and  the  allufions  to  the  burdens  which  the  poor  and  rich  refpeAivcly 
fuftained,  it  fecmcd  as  if  gentlemen  thought  that  the  rich  felt  no  (hare 
of  the  burden,  but  that  wars  were  a  kind  of  (how  for  their  amufement. 
If  it  was  to  be  always  faid  the  rich  (hould  fupport  the  whole  bur- 
den, it  would  not  be  thofe   who  derived  income  from  land,  who 
would  be  moft  obnoxious  to  the  poorer  clafles,  and  it  would  be 
tnuch  earfier  to  perfuade  them   upon  the  hypothelis  that  the  rich 
(hould  pay  all,  that  thofe  who  had  landed  property  ought  to  pay 
more  than  thofe  who  had  falaries,.and  were  fuppofed  to  perform 
fomc  labour  in  return  for  it.     Upon  thefc  points  of  general  doc- 
trine he  had  thought  it  important  to  fay  fomething,  rather  as  they 
rofe  out  of  the  motion,  than  were  neceffary  to  the  difcuflfion  of  it  in 
its  prefent  (hape.     The  doSrincs  which  had  been  urged  in  favour 
of  the  motion  he  conceived  to  be  extremely  mifchievous,  and  there- 
fore it  was  the  more  important  that  they  (hould  be  examined.     It 
had  been  (tated   rather  in  a  particular  manner  as  an  objcdion  to 
fpeeches  in  that  Houfe  that  they  contained  addfelfes  to  the  paifions. 
The  addreffes  thus  cenfured,  however,  were  not  addrelTcs  to  the  low 
paflTions,  they  were  not  direfled  to  the  illiterate,  to  thofe  who,  from 
their  (ituation  were  difqualified  to  decide  great  and  important  quef- 
tions.    They  were  addreflTcs  to  the  paflTions  through  the  underftatKl- 
ing,  fan£lioned  by  oratory,  calculated  to  roufe  indignation  againft 
that  which  merited  indignation.     Thofe  addre(res  to  the  paflions 
which  appealed  to  the  low  pafllions,  which  appealed  to  them  without 
at  all  applying  to  the  underflanding,  addreifes  to  the  illiterate,  to 
thofe  who  could  not  judge  and  decide  upon  the  queftions  to  which 
they  related,  were  fuch  as  he  muft  reprobate  in  the  fevcrclt  manner. 
Mr.  TIERNEY   faid,   that   gentlemen   upon   the  other  fide 
feemed  rather  to  have  availed  themfelves  of  this  opportunity  to  in- 
dulge in  inveflive  againft  his  honourable  friend,  who,  by  the  can- 
dour of  his  proceeding,  had  fo  little  deferved  it,  than  to  fpeak  to  the 
motion  itfelf.     He  would  aflc  the  Houfe,  whether  his  honourable 
friend  had  treated  the  fubjeft  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  call  forth  re- 
prehenfion  ?     In  opening  the  fubjed  he  had  made  no  appeals  to  the 
paflTions,  and  he  believed  altogether  he  did  not  detain  the  Houfe  five 
minutes.     His  honourable  friend  had  not,  perhaps,  fuf&ciently  con- 
iidcred  the  fhape  in  which  his  motion  was  made*  but  he  was  fore 
that  his  intentions  were  good,  and  the  principles  by  which  thefe  in- 
tentions were  guided,  well  founded.     To  the  latter,  whatever  ridi- 
cule he  might  incur^  he  was  ready  to  fubfcribc.     Theie  principles 
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mi^t  be  fubje6tof  merriment  to  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide ;  the 
mirth  of  thefe gentlemen  was  fo  much  in  unlfon  with  the  temper  of, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  ^hen  he  fmiled  he  was  not 
furprifed  that  they  laughed.     The  rcfolution  which,  with  a  mere 
error  of  tranfcription,  formed  the  model  of  the  prefent  motion,  had 
been  pafled  in  times  fully  as  good  as  the  prefent,  and  by  a  Parlia- 
ment, no  offence  to  the  prefent,   fully  as  much  enlightened ;  he 
could  not  fee,  therefore,  what  reafon  there  was  for  the  fnecr  which 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  indulged.     It  certainly  was  the 
intention  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  if  the  principle  had  been  re- 
cqgnized,  to  have  applied   it  in  different  gradations  to  particular 
cafes.      For  his  part,  he  never  confidered  the  meafure  in  the  nature 
of  a  pani(hment,   nor  would  he  countenance  fuch  an  idea.     He 
agreed  that  a  liberal  allowance  fhould  be'  made  to  thofe  who  dif- 
charged  great  public  offices.     He  had  never  given  a  vote  with 
greater  pleafure  than  that  which  he  gave  the  lad  time  he  had  the 
honour  of  being  in  Parliament,  to  increafe  the  falary  of  that  gentle- 
man who  fo  honourably  filled  the  chair  of  that  Houfe.     Still,  how- 
ever, he  could  not  help  feeling  indignation  when  he  faw  the  allow- 
ances of  office  perverted,  and  the  emoluments  of  n^en  increafing 
with  the  war  ;  nor  was  his  indignation  leffcned  when  he  heard  fuch 
things  defended  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  in  whofc  office 
they  exiftcd.     His  objeift  was  to  prevent  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman from  baiting  his  trap  with  thefe  cheefe  parings,  and  from 
drawing  his  candle  acmfs  the  houfe  to  bring  the  rats  to  any  fide  he 
chofe.      He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  that  thofc 
who  pofTeffed  high  fjtlaries  of  office  would  feel  the   burdens  that 
were  to  be  impof^d  on  the  country.      For  his  own  part,  he  could 
not  fupport  the  motion,   unltfs  it  were  modified  and  explained. 
Where  grc^t  abilitits  were  placed  in  a  high  fituation,  and  where 
they  came  into  it  wirhout  any  any  other  means  of  fupporting  the 
rank  to  which   it  belonged  ;  but  when  the  falary  of  office  was  a 
gratuity,  was  a  hoard,  and  an  undiminifhed  fource  of  gain  to  a  per- 
fon  who  brought  a  large  fortune  into  public  fituations,  he  thought 
the  cafe  was  very  dirfercnt.     A  noble  Lord  in  that  Houfe  had 
bonded  of  his  flake  in  the  country,  and  talked  loudly  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war.     The  conne<!i\ions  of  that  noble  Lord  had  cer- 
tainly a  very  -  coniidcrable  ftakc  in  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
A  noble  Marquii*  (Buckingham),   not  a  Member  of  the  Cabinet, 
had  a  very  lucrative  office,  the  profits  of  which  rofe  very  confident- 
bly  by  the  war.     When  fuch  was  the  cafe,  he  was  not  fo  much  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  the  relations  of  thefe  who  profited  fo  much  by  the  war 
fo  flrenuous  in  its  fupport.     When  gentlemen  argued  againfl  the 
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motion,  as  a  ftrange  way  of  compelling  the  Cabinet  to  peace  hj 
taking  from  them  a  few  hundred  pounds,  they  ai^gued  againft  that 
which  was  never  thought  of.  It  never  was  imagined  that  the  Ca* 
binet  could  be  influenced  by  the  lofs  of  a  few  hundred  pounds ;  but 
it  was  thought}  that  to  take  away  the  profits  they  derived  from  the 
fyftem>  might  have  coniiderable  weight  upon  many  who  were  its 
fupporters.  Such,  certainly,  was  the  cafe  with  many.  In  the  ar- 
ticle of  barracks,  was  there  not  an  extravagant  number  of  appoint- 
ments ariling  out  of  the  war  for  the  advantage  of  its  partizans  ? 
Was  not  the  Tranfport-office  interefted  in  the  continuance  of  the 
war  ?  Was  not  the  office  of  War  Secretary  intercfted  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war,  to  which  it  owed  its  exiftence  ?  Was  there 
not  fomething  in  the  confideration,  that  with  the  end  of  the  war 
their  profits  would  be  diminifhed,  fufficient  to  wzrp  the  underftand- 
ing  ?  On  thefe  grounds  he  hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
bring  forward  this  fubjed  in  another  (hape.  He  could  not  vote  for 
the  motion  as  an  ab(b'a£l  mcafure  ;  but  when  the  times  were  fuch 
as  to  call  for  a  tenth  part  of  the  income  of  individuals,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Houfe  to  take  care  that,  by  the  very  operation  of  the 
war,  the  incomes  of  certain  men  (hould  not  rife  to  ten  time^  more 
than  it  would  be  in  time  of  peace.  He  did  not  wifh  that  the  people 
ihould  be  convinced  that  thofe  in  office  had  a  fellow* feeling  with 
them.  When  the  people  of  this  country  read  in  the  ncwfpapers, 
not  pleafantries  arifing  out  of  the  difputes  of  contending  parties,  but 
Reports  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  which  proved  that  there  were 
men  who  did  gain,  and  gain  confiderably,  by  the  war,  was  there  any 
wonder  that  they  faid  that  this  war  was  a  war  in  which  its  partizans 
were  very  much  interefted  in  its  continuance  ?  He  diflrred  firom 
thofe  who  thought  that  the  obje(^  propofed  would  produce  little  in 
aid  of,  the  revenue.  He  believed  that,  if  well  regulated,  it  would 
produce  a  confiderable  fum,  efpecially  in  the  article  of  the  collei^on 
of  the  revenue.  The  colledion  of  the  revenue  at  prefent,  as  appeared 
from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  coft  a  million  and  a 
half ;  the  civil  lift  amounted  to  a  million  ;  and  was  it  too  much  to 
fay,  that  a  well-modified  tax  on  thefe  objects  would  produce  a  very 
confiderable  fum  for  the  public  fcrvice  ?  He  by  no  means  fup- 
ported  this  principle  in  the  view  of  a  puni(hment  on  Miniftcrs ; 
but  to  do  away  the  unfavourable  impreffion  that  all  wars  are  for  the 
benefit  of  thofe  who  condud  them,  and  that  this  war»  mod  of  all, 
is  liable  to  the  imputation. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  three-fourths  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman's  fpeech  had  no  relation  to  the  point.  The  qucftion 
was  not,  whether  the  emoluments  of  office  in  any  cafe  were  too 
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large,  but  whether  they  (hould  be  diminiflied  when  the  labour  was 
increafed  ?  As  to  what  was  faid  relative  to  the  cxpeoce  of  colledion 
by  the  honourable  gentleman,  the  finance  Reports  ftated  no  fuch 
thing  ;  and  the  h&  is,  that  at  no  period  has  fo  much  revenue  been 
raifoi  with  fo  fmall  sen  addition  to  the  expence  of  management,  as 
had  been  in  the  taises  lately  impofed.  As  to  the  emoluments  of 
office  arifing  with  the  war,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  Aated  as 
an  inftancc,  one  of  thofe  offices  which  he  propofed  to  except  from 
any  additional  charge  ;  this  was  the  office  of  Teller  in  the  Ex- 
chequer, an  office  which  the  noble  Marquis  inherited  from  his  fa- 
ther, on  whom  it  had  been  bcftowed  as  a  reward  for  long  and  labo- 
rious fervices. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation.    / 
Mr.  SECRETARY  AT  WAR  faid,  the  great  profits  in  his 
office  arofe  from  regulations  eftabiifhed  before  he  was  born  ;  and  if 
there  was  any  blame^  it  did  not  apply  to  him. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had 
imputed  to  him  opinions,  fome  of  which  he  had  never  entertained, 
others  of  which  he  acknowledged  he  did  entertain :  and  as  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  had  deviated  from  the  queftion  to  obfervations 
on  his  principles,  he  truded  he  fhould  be  permitted  to  (late  what  his 
principles  were.  He  faid,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  had  accufed 
him  of  being  attached  to  French  principles.  The  expreffion, 
French  principles,  had  a  very  indefinite  meaning ;  if,  by  the  ex- 
preffion,  the  right  honourable  Secretary  meant  that  he  wiihed  to  fee 
,  a  pure  rcprefentative  government  cftablifhed  in  this  country,  he  de- 
nied the  affertion.  If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  meant,  that 
he  was  an  admirer  of  the  government  now  eftablifhed  in  France, 
even  that  alTertton  was  not  true  ;  for  he  thought  that  there  were  fo 
many  defeiSs  in  the  cxifting  conilitution  of  France,  that  it  was  not 
probable  that  it  would  be  of  long  duration.  But  the  right  honour- 
able Secretary  had  faid,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. He  acknowledged  that  he  was  ;  but  if  by  Parlianrientary 
Reform  the  right  honourable  Secretary  meant  that  he  either  was,  or 
ever  had  been,  a  friend  to  univerfal  fufFrage,  he  denied  the  affertion. 
He  thought  that  the  Government  was  veiled  by  the  laws  in  a  King, 
a  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  a  Houfe  of  Commons,  every  Member  of 
which  was  to  be  eleded  by  a  body  of  the  commonalty ;  and  that 
the  law  of  the  land  was  violated  whenever  a  Peer,  dire<511y  or  in- 
dircAly,  influenced  the  elediion  of  a  Member  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. This  he  confidered  as  the  Conilitution— *and  he  believed 
diat  the  Calamitous  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  had  been  th^ 
confequence  of  our  having  fuffered  this  ConOitution  to  be  violated. 
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The  Peers,  proprietors  of  boroughs,  liad  involved  this  country  in 
war,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  the  Commons  of  England  might  be 
awakened  by  the  example  of  France  to  the  aflertion  of  their  rights, 
and  might  deprive  thp  ufurpers  of  that  power  which  they  had  unlaw- 
fully aflumed.     He  acknowledged  that  hertwas  the  enemy  of  this 
ufurped  power,  and  that  he  would  ufe  ever)'  effort  for  its  dcltrudion. 
He  faid  he  was  led  to  this  as  much  by  loyahy  to  the  King,  as  by  at- 
tachment to  the  rights  of  the  Commons  ;  for  the  prerogatives  of  the 
King,  and  the  privileges  of  the  reft  of  the  Nobility,  muft  ultimatdy 
pqriOi,  if  this  ufurping  oligarchy  was  not  deftroyed.     He   then  ap- 
plied himfelf  toanfwcr  the  arguments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer.    He  admitted  that  the  prefent  refolution  went  only  to  the 
diminution  of  the  emoluments,  where  they  exceeded  2,oocl.  aycar. 
But  he  fald,  that  if  this  refolution  had  been  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mittee, it  was  his  intention  to  have  propofed  other  refolutions  for  the 
diminution  of  penfions,  and  fome  offices  under  2,oool.  a  year. 
He  acknowledged  the  defedt  from  the  want  of  gradation  in  the  fcale 
of  emoluments.     He  was  aware  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer dcferved  a  more  ample  ftipend  than  a  non-efficient  Member 
of  the  Cabinet :  but  he  had  been  afraid  of  iiiftinguilhing  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  left  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  done  fo 
invidiouily,  and  with  a  view  of  marking  him  as  a  man  attached  to 
the  emoluments  of  office.      But  he  was  far  from  having  fuch  a  wifli. 
He  was  perfuadcd  that  no  man  difregarded  private  wealth  more  than 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  in  that  he  refembled  his  iUuftrious 
father.     He  wifhed  he  refembled  him  in  other  qualities.  The  ri^t 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  received  by  ddccnt  an 
inheritance  the  moft  fplendid  and  the  moft  exteniive  -;  it  was  an  in- 
heritance acquired  by  his  father  ;  it  confifted  of  die  aff*e£tions  and 
gratitude  of  his  country  ;  it  could  be  deftroyed  by  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  himfelf  only  :  it  was  true  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  wafted  it ;  but  he  believed  it  might  flill  be  recovered, 
and  reftored  to  all  its  former  fplendor :  and  he  aflfured  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,   that  no  man  in  that  Houfe  would  feel  more 
pleafure  than  himfelf  at  feeing  it  reftored  to  all  its  former  beauty. 
But  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wiffied  to  neftore  it,  he  muft 
feparate  himfelf  from  thofe  who  were  advocates  for  tht  ieUum  interne' 
cinum.     He  muft  feparate  himfelf  from  thofe  who  thought,  ''  chat 
if  peace  brought  reform,  that  reform  would  be  revolution."     [Mr. 
Nicholls  here  alluded  to  an  expreffion  employed  by  die  Secretary 
at  War.]    He  mqft  feparate  himfelf  from  thofe  who  were  advocates 
for  the  ufurped  power  of  Peers,  proprietors  of  boroughs.      In  one 
word,  be  muft  tread  back  his  fteps ;  he  muft  refume  the  mxua»  of 
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his  father :  he  mnft  become  the  man  of  his  country,  and  endeavour 
to  extricate  it  from  its  furrounding  dangers. 

Mr.  NichoUs  then  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  Houfe  was  then  rcfumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  b^ 
received  on  Monday^ 

Monday^  December  11. 

M.  R.  Pi  CAREW  reported  from  the  Committee  appointed  to 
try  the  merits  of  the  Newton  eledion  petition,  that  it  was  the  d^ter*- 
mination  of  the  fatd  Committee  that  the  right  of  voting  for  the  bo* 
rough  of  Newton,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Lancafter,  is  exdufively 
vefied  in  the  freemen  or  burgeflfes  of  the  faid  borbugh ;  that  is  to 
fay,  in  any  perfon  feifed  of  a  corporeal  efiate  of  freehold  in  any 
houfe,  buildings,  or  lands,  within  the  borough,  of  the  value  of  forty 
ihilling^  a  year  and  upwards;  end  in  cafe  of  joint  tenants,  or 
tenants  in  common,  that  no  more  than  one  perfon  has  a  right  to 
vote  for  one  and  the  fame  houfe  and  tenement— *-That  the  p0ti- 
tioner,  Peter  Patten,  Efq.  is  duly  eleded,  and  ought  to  have  been  - 
returned  for  the  faid  borough,  aiul  that  neither  the  petition,  nor 
the  oppolition  to  it,  appeared  to  the  Committee  to  be  frivolous  or 
vexatious. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means -was  received, 
and  a  bill  for  raifing  three  millions  by  Exchequer  bills,  &c.  was  or* 
dcred  to  be  brought  in. 


/ 


Tuefday^  December  12. 

Af  four  o'clock,  there  being  only  thirty-fix  Members  pcefent,  the 
Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  to-morrow. 

Wiednejday^  December  13. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  pof^poned  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Affeiled-tax  bill  till  to-morrow.  He  faid,  he  would  then  move  tt> 
have  it  cojnmittcd  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  bill  for  raifing  three  mil^ 
liona  on  Exchequer  bills,  which  was  read  a  firfl  time,  and  oidered 
to  be  read  a  fecond  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TIEIRNEY  moved  that  the  papers  brought  up  from  the 
Exdiequer  be  printed,  which  was  ordered. 

Vol.  IV-  3G 
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Thurfday,  Decemher  14. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  b»U  for  raifing  a  fum 
for  die  fuppltes  of  the  year  by  anincreafcd  aflfeflTment  of  taxes,  be 
read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  WIGLEY  faid,  he  would  not  fuffcr  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
fecond  time  without  fuch  oppoiition  as  he  was  able  to  give  it.  He  had 
entertained  hopes  that  the  bufinefs  would  have   been  taken  up  by 
other  gentlemen  more  qualified  to  do  it  juftice,  and  to  (hew  how  faU 
iactous  the  Aatements  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been '; 
but  feeing  that  the  queftion  was  about  to  be  put  without  meeting 
the  oppofition  be  had  expelled,   he  ^t>uld  not  fo  far  abandon  his 
duty  as  to  give  a  (ilcnt  negative,  but  would  ftate  to  the  Houfe  fome 
of  the  objedlons  to  it  that  arofc  in  his  mind.     The  Houfe  would 
remembet,  that  at  the  opening  of  the  fedion,  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne  (which  mufr  be  confidered  as  the  fpeech  of  the  Minifter) 
ftated,  that  the  refources  of  the  country  ^'ere  ample,  yet  the  prefent 
meafure  went  the  length' of  fayihg,  in  contradiction  to  that  fpeech, 
that  the  funding'  refource  was  exhaufted,  and  that,   to  avoid  laying 
a  greater  weight  upon  it  than  it  would  bear,  the  people  mud  fubmit 
to  a  novel,  unprecedented,  vexatious,  and,  to  fome  clafles,  oppreflfive 
mode  of  taxation.     As  the  voice  of  the  country  was  now  very  loud 
againft  it,  he  had  entertained  fome  hopes  that  the  Minifter  would 
have  abandoned  it,  and  thought  of  fome  meatus  of  a  better  kind)  but 
forry  he  was  to  find  that  it  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  intentioR 
obftinately  to  perfift  in  a  meafure  fo  impolitic  and  unjuft,  which  bore 
entirely  on  the  middling  ranks  of  the  people,  inafmuch  as  the  lower 
and  the  higher  were  entirely  exempted  from  it.— [Mr.  Wigley  was 
here  interrupted  by  a  burft  of  applaufe  and  clapping   of  hands  in 
the  Lobby,  with  a  cry  of  "  Clear  the  Lobby,"  occafumed  by  Mr. 
Fox's  pafling  through  to  the  Houfe— Every  one  in  the  Gallery  rofc 
as  with  one  impulfe,  and  the  efFedt  feemed  to  comiRunicate  itfclf  to 
the  Houfe.] — ^Mr.  Wigley  then  proceeded,  and  faid,  that  as  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feemed  to  be  puihing  forward  blindly 
in  the  dark,  and  not  to  be  aware  of  the  true  circumftances  of  the 
people,  and  their  means  of  making  the  tax  efteiSual  by  paying  it, 
he  earneftly  exhorted  the  Houfe,  before  they  fo  fair  pledged  them- 
felves  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  by  agreeing  to  its  being  read  a  fe- 
cond timci  to  call  the  Collectors  of  the  Revenue  before  the  Houfe, 
in  order  to  their  being  examined  at  the  bar.     Their  report,  he  was 
fure,  would  induce  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  paufej  and  to 
abandon  the  fcheme  altogether. 

a 
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Mr.  HENRY  THORNTON  faid,  that  he  had  received  the 
particular  and  unanimous  inftrudions  of  his  conftituents  to  oppofe 
the  bill  —at  a  meeting  which  was  held  by  them  for  that  purpofc— 
not  only  the  particular  provifions,  exempttons,  and  modifications  of 
the  bill,  but  the  principle  alfo  were  unanimpufly  condemned.  For 
his  parr,  were  he  to  fpcak  merely  his  own  fentiments,  he  would  wifh' 
the  bill  to  go  to  a  Committee,  in  order  to  fee  how  far  it  might  be 
new- modelled,  and  rendered  more  palatable  to  all  claflesof  people  ; 
but  they  in  their  inArudions  (his  tonftitucnts)  had  been  fo  earned 
and  unanimous,  that  he  muft  give  the  motion  a  decided  negative. 
He,  however,  wiflied  that  a  longer  time  was  given  for  confidering 
it ;  it  would  become  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  allow  that 
delay,  and  equally  become  the  reprefcntativcs  of  the  people  to  con- 
fult  their  conftituenisi  and  fee  how  the  various  provifions  of  the  bill 
would  be  found  to  affcft  and  bear  upon  the  different  clafTcs  which 
fell  i/rtderthcm.  At  the  fame  time,  he  faid,  it  was  apart  of  his 
bufinefs  to  inform  the  Houfe,  that  the  greater  part,  of  his  conftitu-^ 
ents,  and  all  thofe  he  converfed  with  ;  and  he  would  fay  the  fame 
for  himfelf,  were  difpofed  to  psy  the  moft  liberal  contribution,  if  it 
were  only  laid  equally  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  bearing  it ;  but 
he  much  feared  the  prefent  bill  would  not  anfwer  that  defcription. 
He  faid  he  had  heard,  and  he  believed  it  was  generally  underitood, 
that  the  men  of  property  through  the  countrj'  were  warm  and  zea- 
lous to  come  forward  with  liberal  contributions  to  fupport  the  war, 
if  meafures  were  taken  to  difFufe  the  tax  fo  equally  as  that  none 
(hould  be  left  out.  He  faid,  that  from  the  obfervations  he  had  been 
able  to  make,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  bill  was,  in  fome 
refpeds,  miTunderftood  by  the  people ;  for  while  he  and  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  conddered  the  bill,  taking  the  afleifed  taxes  only  as 
the  menns  of  judging  where  the  new  tax  ought  to  be  laid,  they  con- 
lidered  it  as  a  tax  upon  the  articles  which  were  aiTeffed,  and  had 
theieforecomcto  the  refolution  to  difcontinue  the  ufe,  or,  at  leaft,  to 
diminifh  their  confumption.  The  circumAance  of  fo  many  watch- 
makers and  coachmakers  being  put  out  of^  employment  (hould  fug- 
ged to  the  Miniftcr  the  ncccfTity  of  confidering  how  far  the  tax 
might  induce  the  people  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  thofe  articles.  It  was 
true  the  tax  might,  notwithdanding  the  general  diminution  of  con- 
fumption, be  made  produdi  ve  to  the  efti  mated  amount  for  one  year, 
but  the  next  year  it  would  be  impofTible  to  counteraA  their  efledts, 
for  they  would  then  be  entitled  to  exemption  ;  fo  that  in  that  way 
the  tax  would,  he  feared,  be  found  not  to  conduce  to  the  end  in 
view,  (or  the  exemptions  would  be  fa  numerous  that  a  far  greater 
part  ef  the  tax  would  be  done  away.     Thofe  were  his  fentiments 
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upon  the  meafure  as  it  now  ftood ;  but  as  he  thought  that  there  el- 
ided lefs  exceptionable  means  of  accompliihing  the  end  propoTed, 
he  earneftly  wiflied  the  bill  might  be  poftponed  to  fcarch  for  thofc 
meanSy  and  take  them  into  conHderation.  On  the  great  funda* 
mental  principle  of  the  bill  he  completely  coincided  with  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  for  he  felt  and  was  convinced  of  the  great 
advantage  of  railing  a  Urge  fum  within  the  year  ;  and  was  fo  far 
firmly  and  unalterably  decided  on  that  point,  that  if  he  thou^t 
there  was  no  other  method  of  accompliihing  it  but  that  now  under 
conHderation,  he  would  adopt  it  without  {a$iihcT  hcfitation.  And  he 
concluded  with  faying,  that  if  the  bill  fhould  go  to  a  Committee, 
he  would  contribute  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  its  modification  and 
improvement. 

Mr.  YORKE  obferved,  that  as  he  thought  this  by  far  the  moft 
important  meafure  he  had  ever  been  witnefs  to  in  Parliament,  he 
ihould  think  he  had  deferted  his  duty  if  he  declined  to  offer  the 
Houfe  his  fentiments  upon  it.     From  the  firfl  moment  that  he  had 
been  able  to  think  of  any  political  fubje<fl  he  had  adopted  the  opi- 
nion laid  down  in  an  old  book,  that  it  was  his  duty  and  the  duty  of 
every  man,  to  do  every  thing  that  could  tend  to  abate  the  pride,  CD 
afTuage  the  malice,  and  to  confound  the  dcvices^of  our  enemies. 
In  the  true  fpirit  of  this  old  principle,   he  faid,  he  had  fupported 
Miniflers,  being  convinced  in  his  confcicnce,  from  the  outfet  of  the 
conteft,  that  the  war  was  juft,  neceflfary,  and  unavoidable,  and  that 
we  had  nothing  left  for  us  to  do  with  an  enemy  that  fought  our 
utter  deftru6tion,  but  to  grapple  and  iight  it  out  manfully.     He 
faid,  he  felt  as  much  as  any  man,  in  or  out  of  that  Houfe,  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  and  as  much  as  any  man  did  he  wifli  to  leflen 
them.     But  the  prcfent  was  a  conteA  in  which  a  Icfler  evil  n^uft  be 
endured  in  order  to  avoid  a  greater,  and  in  which  every  man  who 
had  any  property  was  called  upon  to  contribute  a  (hare  of  i  t  to  the 
defence  of  the  country.     For  his  own  part,  he  was  willing  to  pay 
the  lad  (hilling  he  was  worth,  and  fhcd  the  laft  drop  of  bis  blood 
to  defend  the  country  againA  the  defigns  of  France.     At  this  (Uge 
of  the  buiinefs,  he  conceived  that  the  Houfe  had  only  to  confider  the 
qucAion  of  principle,^  and  could  not  regularly  enter  into  a  difcuflkn 
of  the.  particular  provifions  and  various  modifications,  wluch,  when 
they  came  into  a  Committee,  might  yet  render  the  bill  efiefiual.  In 
his  opinion  the  bill  mud  pafs  in  fome  ihape  or  other,  i£they  hoped 
for  national  fecurity  ;  for  if  the  flate  of  the  funds  made  it  necei&iy 
to  raife  a  large  proportion  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  cvaj  pof* 
ilble  effort  ihould  be  made  to  raife  it.     But  it  was  {aii,  it  would  be 
extremely  burdenfome  ^  this  he  would  not  dcnyi  but  ia  return  would 
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put  it  to  the  Houfe,  whether  it  were  better  to  endure  that  burden  for 
defence  of  their  property,  or  wait  till  the  French  came  to  take  it  by 
foroe  out  of  their  pockets,  and  annihilate  their  commerce^  the  fole 
fource  of  their  profpcrity.  He  obferved,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  on  the  other  fide  (Mr.  Fox)  having  been  removed  for 
fame  time  from  public  life,  would  have  had  time  to  read  the  hiftoijr 
of  what  has  lately  paiTed  in  Europe ;  to  him  and  his  friends  he 
looked  up  for  an  opinion  ;  he  would  be  glad  to  hear  what  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  to  fay  about  the  defign  of  relieving  the 
funds  ;  he  had  often  heard  hfm  expatiate  on  that  fubjed  with  pl^a- 
fure,  bccaufe  he  had  always  fpoken  in  favour  of  that  plan  ;  and  he 
concluded  with  reprobating,  as  unconftitutional,  the  dodlrine  of 
Members  of  Parliament  being  guided  by  the  in(iru(flions  of  their 
conftituents. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  he  felt  with  increafed  force  the 
obje^ions  he  had  from  the  very  beginning  uiged  againd  the  mea- 
fure ;  he  ftill  retained  the  opinion,  that  it  was  neither  expedient  nor 
juft ;  and  he  thought  that  he  need  not  repeat  the  reafons  he  had 
given  for  thinking  fo,  as  they  n\uA  have  occurred  to  every  one,  and  « 
had  on  a  former  bccafion  been  fubmittcd  by  him  to  the  confideration 
of  the  Houfe:  in  (hort,  the  taxation  propofed  (lopt  (hort  where- it 
<>ught  to  begin  ;  that  is  to  fay,  at  wealth  and  opulence,  leaving  the 
greater  part  of  the  weight  upon  the  middle  clafles,  who  were  leaft 
able  to  fupport  it.     He  would  not  fcruple  to  affert,  that  it  was  the 
moil  unwife,  unjufl,  impolitic,  and  cruel  meafure,  that  he  had  ever 
known  or  heard  of  being  propounded  in  that  H^ufe ;  it  would  be 
not  only  opprefiive  in  its  operation,  but  inefieflual  to  its  propofed 
end  ;  it  would  not  only  cru(h  and  grind  the  people,  but  deftroy  the 
revenue,  by  leffening  the  confumption  of  taxable  commodities,  and 
diminiihing  the  quantity  of  productive  labour,  and  of  the  materials 
ufcd  in  it.     So  far  from  relieving  or  aiding  the  funds,  it  would  give 
them  a  fatal  wound,  by  taking  away  the  fource  from  which  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  funds  was  fupplied,  and  rendering  it  impoITible  to  pay 
the  dividends.     But  this  was  not  all — the  plan  was  not  only  unne- 
ceflary  and  inexpedient,  but  abfolutely  impradticablc — he  was  con- 
fident it  was  impradicable.     Every  body  was  convinced  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  raife  the  money  in  the  way  propofed  ;  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  himfelf  knew  it  was  impradticable — yes,  he  would 
repeat  it,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was,  in  his  heart  and 
conicience,  convinced  that  the  money  could  not  be  raifed  in  that 
way ;  and  if  the  Houfe  had  a  doubt  of  it,  or  the  right  honourable 
gientleroan  was  willing  to  (land  the  ted  of  an  inquiry  into  the  truth, 
the  matter  could  be  eafily  afcertained^  by  calling  the  CpUeiflors  of 
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the  AflTelTed  Taxes  before  the  Houfe,  and  examining  them  to  the 
point  at  the  bar.     The  war  had  been  pronounced  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  to  be  juft  and,  ncceflary :  fo  was  the  war  againft  the 
Dutch  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Second.     To  that^'w^  and  necef- 
fary  war^  the  Britifl)  Government  was  inftigated  by  a  bribe  firom 
the  French  King ;  yet  the  Parliament  of  that  time,  in  its  complai- 
fance  to  the  Court,  pronounced   it  to  be  a  juji  and  necejfary  war. 
Such,  too,  was  the  American  war,  which,  after  having  difgraced  this 
country,  abridged  its  empire,  exhaufted  its  finances,  and  loaded  it 
with  above  an  hundred  millions  of  debt,  was  at  laA  brought  to  a 
termination  by  the  manly  exertions  and  irreiiAible  eloquence  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  whom  he  now^   with  un- 
feigned fatisfadion  to  himfelf,  and  congratulation  to  the  Houfe  and 
to  the  Country,  faw  once  more  in  his  place.     It  muft,  indeed,  be  a 
fubjedl  of  joy,  and  a  fource  of  hope  to  the  country  ;  and  fo  hr  the 
dangerous  and  extravagant  ifieafure  of  the  Minifter  was  of  ufc^  that 
it  had  called  back  again  to  public  buiinefs,  and  rcflored   to  the 
people  the  great  advocate  of  their  caufe,  he  who  had  fo  long  been 
the  firft  barrier  of  the  nation  againd  the  corruption  of  the  Court  and 
the  improbity  of  Minifters,   and  the  indefatigable  and  fuocefsful 
guardian  of  the  country's  rights.     As  that  right  honourable  gentle- 
man had  been,  in  the  hand  of  Heaven,  the  inftrument  of  terminating 
that  impolitic,  cruel,  unjuft,  and  unneceflary  wari  fo  it  was  to  be 
hoped  he  would  be  the  means  of  bringing  this  more  impolitic,  more 
cruel,  more  unju(l,  and  more  unneceflfary  war,  to  a  termination,  of 
which  it  was  too  evident  the  right  honourable  gentleman  was  diim- 
dined.    He  knew  he  was  averfe  to  peace  ;  he  knew  thofe  who  mif- 
guided  him  were  determined  to  carry  on  the  w^r  for  ever  :  he  was 
forry  that  he  was  (till  under  the  fbme  baleful  influence  that  mifled 
his  youth,  and  per\'erted  the  principles  derived  even  from  his  birth, 
and  inculcated  by  his  education  ;  for  until  influence  over  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  or  his  influence  over  the  country,  was  at  an 
end,  the  nation  might  in  vain  hope  for  the  bleflings  of  ))eace.    The 
nation,  he  faid,  wore  in  a  few  days  to  offer  up,  in  a  folemn  and  public 
form,  thankfgiving  to  God  for  the  blefling  he  had  vouchfafed  them 
in  the  vidtory  gained  by  Admiral  Duncan.     A  great  blefling,  and 
a  mofl  important  and  fortunate  occurrence  for  this  country,  no  doubt 
that  vidbry  was,  (ince  it  difabled  the  enemy  from  attempting  an  in- 
vafion  ;  but  they  had  now  to  offer  up  their  thanks  to  Providence  for 
the  incomparably  greater  WcfTing,  that  the  people  were  at  laft  awak- 
ing from  their  delufion,  and  becoming  fenfible  of  the  danger  and  dif- 
ficulty in  which  a  criminal  abufe  of  the  mifplaced  confidence  ihcy 
repofcd  in  the  Minifter  had  involved  them.     As  to  the  prefent  nica- 
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fure,  added  he,  I  repeat  it>  it  will  be  impradicable  ;  it  ^lU  be  fruit- 
]efs  and  inoperative  \  it  cannot  pafs  ; '  I  fay  it  cannot ^^1  beg  pardon, 
I  forget  where  I  am,  it  ought  not  to  pafs — and  I  cannot  be  per- 
fuaded  (hat  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ferioufly  intends  to 
periift  in  it. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  (aid,  that  he  (hould  not  reply  to  the 
multitude  of  extraneous  matter,  nor  to  the  declamatory  topics  gone 
through  by  the  laft  fpcjker ;  certainly  they  were  no  way  conneAed 
with  the  prefent  quedion.  Whether  the  war  was  juA  and  neccflfary, 
was  not  now  the  fubjed  of  inquiry ;  that  queAion  had  heretofore 
been  frequently  difcuifed,  and  the  Houfe  had  this  feflion  come  to  an 
unanimous  dc^ilion  upon  the  late  negotiation.  If  there  were  any 
who  entertained  a  diflerent  opinion,  then  was  the  time  when  they 
Ihould  have  come  forwards  and  flated  that  opinion.  But  he  had 
unqucflioiubly  a  right  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  came  to  an  unanimous 
opinion,  until  that  vote  hereafter  (hould  be  reagitated«-He  (hould 
therefore  aflume  it  as  a  right,  that  the  Houfe  voted  finanimoufly 
upon  that  queftion.  He  would  not  attempt  to  follow  the  honour- 
able gentleman  through  the  devious  track  purfued  by  him  in  his 
fpeech,  but  advert  to  a  few  points.  He  had  alluded  to  an  honour* 
able  gentleman,  whom  he  charaflerized  as  having  (iniihed  the 
American  war :  this  was,  indeed,  new^  quite  new  to  the  Houfe^ 
for  it  was  a  faA  evident,  pubfic,  and  notorious^  not  only  that  that 
gentleman  did  not  fini(h  the  American  war,  but  alfo  condemned 
very  highly  the  peace  when  concluded.  But  leaving  that,  he  would 
directly  come  to  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  at  once  go  into 
the  confideration  of  the  general  principle  of  the  bill ;  for  the  details, 
as  an  honourable  gentleman  had  rightly  obferved,  would  be  pro-^ 
perly  dtfcu(fed  in  the  Committee.  He  was  aware  that  many  at* 
tempts  bad  been  made  to  abufe  the  people  with  refpeA  to  the  nature 
and  confequences  of  the  meafure,  and  he  believed  that  many  friends 
of  Government  had  deceived  themfclves  with  imaginary  evils,  and 
apprdiended  improbable  and  unfounded  confequences  would  refult 
from  the  meafure.  When  he  confidered  what  the  nature  was  of 
this  bill,  when  he  looked  on  its  defcription,  and  faw  that,  in  the 
whole  range  of  its  operation,  itafFe^ed  lefs  than  800,000  perfons, 
an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  population  of  the  country,  and  that  out 
of  that  800,000,  even  400,000  were  but  lightly  aiFedled,  as  not 
paying  above  il.  to  the  prefent  A(re(red  Taxes,  he  would  a(k  the 
Houfe,  if  a  Loan  were  raifed  by  the  ordinary  mode,  and  provifions 
made  for  tfie  payment  of  the  intereft  by  duties  on  articles  of  con^ 
fumption,  as  Tea,  Sugar,  Tobacco,  ice.  whether  in  that  cafe  the 
burdcQ  would  not  be  hcavierthaa  it  would  in  the  prefent  ?  and  with 
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this  maUerial  diflTerence,  that  the  one  is  only  a  temporary  weight, 
and  the  other  would  remain  a  pernunent  burden.  The  duties 
would  fall  three  times  higher  upon  the  lower  clafles  than  they  would 
fajr  this  bill. 

With  rcfpe^l  to  the  higher  clafles ,  it  was  a  queftion  whether 
they  did  not  begin  too  low  ;  but  with  refped  to  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  it  would  not  prefs  heavier  upon  them,  than  it  would  in 
the  cafe  of  providing  inrereil  for  a  Loan,  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
But  it  had  alfo  been  faid,  that  the  lower  orders,  though  not  taxed, 
would  fuffer  indtrefily,  through  the  deftruflion  of  commerce.  Per- 
fons  in  conddering  this  part  of  the  queftion,  often  confounded  two 
things  totally  didintSl  in  thcmfelves— particular  trades  and  general 
commerce.  It  may  be  very  true,  that  under  any  particular  opera- 
tion of  finance,  a  particular  branch  of  trade  nuiy  fufler  diminution 
or  decay,  and,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  where  relief  can  be  afforded,  moft  un- 
queftionably  it  ought  to  be  afforded.  It  was  impofTible  to  devife 
any  fyftem  which  might  not  bear  harder  upon  any  one  particular 
branch  than  another ;  but  if  the  general  commerce  remained  un- 
touched, he  was  furprifed  how  any  men  could  reafon  fo  negligently, 
cfpeciSdly  where  connected  with  another  argument,  which  they  ufed, 
that  commercial  capital  was  not  to  be  afccrtained.  The  queflion 
therefore  rcfolvcd  itfclf  fimply  into  this — Whether,  if  commeicial 
capital  was  untouched,  general  commerce  was  crippled  or  diminiAcd, 
Whatever  might  be  the  efFeft  upon  a  particular  trade  ? 

There  were  fome  other  obfcrvations  which  would  apply — He 
knew  there  had  a  diilindion  been  taken  between  produdive  and 
unproductive  labour ;  and  it  was  a  queflion,  whether  the  operation 
of  this  tax  might  not  benefit  the  public,  by  turning  unproduAtve 
into  productive  labour  i  This  brought  him  to  a  confideration  of 
the  principles  of  all  taxation — Taxes  muft  bear  upon  either  necef- 
fiiries  or  luxuries,  or  upon  articles  partaking  the  nature  of  both. 
The  orders  of  men  were,  the  poor  confuming  the  neceflarios — ibc 
rich  confuniing  alfo  the  luxuries — and  the  middle  ranks,  or  poorer 
gentry,  who  ufed  the  articles  of  the  middle  clafs.  It  was  the  policy 
of  taxation  to  impofe  no,  or  but  a  fmall,  burden  upon  the^poor ; 
and  from  the  articles  of  luxury  alone  confumed  by  the  rich,  there 
Oould  not  be  fufficient  colledted  for  the  purpoies  of  revenue :  it 
muft  therefore  fall  upon  the  middle  clafles  of  life — the  poorer  g^- 
try  muft  feel  it ;  and  the  objedion  therefore  di<f  not  apply  to  this 
bill  exclufively,  but  to  every  fyftem  of  taxation. 

Other  topics  had  been  introduced  in  the  courfe  of  the  difcuffion 
of  this  meafure,  particularly  the  funded  fyAem.  He  was  of  opinion 
Aat  the  funded  fyitem  was  a  great  inffarument  of  tbt  wealth  atfKi 
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fowcT  of  this  country.  It  was  a  difcovery  attended  \vith  the  nvoft 
beneficial  confequences,  and  producing  the  happieft  eflPeds.  What- 
ever inconveniences  had  arifen  from  it  would  have  been  totally  de- 
feated, had  the  fame  wife  meafure  been  purfued  in  the  days  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  which  had  been  introduced  by  his  right  honourable  friend,  that 
of  appropriating  a  fmslll  (inking  fund  for  liquidating  the  debt  in  a 
certain  fpace.  But  to  prefervc  the  benefits  of  that  fyftem,  it  muft 
be  confined  within  certain  bounds  ;  and  this  he  underfiood  to  be 
the  plan  of  his  honourable  friend.  He  did  not  conceive  that  he 
intended  to  abandon  that  fyfiem,  but  merely  to  hold  it  as  a  refourcc 
which  he  might  avail  himfclf  of,  and  which  others  in  future  might 
avail  themfelves  of,  to  fupport  the  honour,  the  glory,  or  the  intercfts 
of  the  countiy.  He  wirtied  to  imprcfs  the  Houfe,  that  nothing 
could  give  a  deeper  wound  to  the  profperity  of  the  country,  or  more 
effedually  deftroy  private  and  individual  comfort,  than  any  difafier 
to  the  funded  fyftem.  The  queftion  therefore  was,  whether  wc 
would  fubmit  to  temporary  inconveniences,  to  keep  up  that  which 
had  hitherto  fupported  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  countr)'  ?  He 
was  fatisfied,  upon  all  the  refieiSion  and  confideration  which  he  had 
given  it,  that  the  beft  mode  was,  by  raifing  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  fupply  for  the  year  within  the  year  irfelf ;  that  was  the  beft  for 
the  public,  and  muftofcourfe  be  eventually  beft  for  the  individual. 
It  would  not  prefs  too  heavy  ufxsn  the  great  mafs ;  and  if  there 
were  particular  cafes  in  which  it  did  fo,  it  did  not  follow  that  there 
was  no  remedy.  In  any  cafe,  by  the  propofed  modifications,  it 
could  not  exceed  one  tenth.  There  was  another  argument  thrown 
out,  that  it  applied  againft  the  principles  of  taxation  more  than 
againft  this  meafure.  It  Was  faid,  that  the  tax,  when  paid  upon 
confuroption,  was  concealed  from  the  confumer  ;  but  when  it  was 
a  large  fum,  furely  he  had  better  know  its  amount,  that  he  might 
make  the  ncceffary  arrangements  to  provide  for  it.  Frbm  thefc 
obfervations  he  had  been  induced  to  think  there  was  nothing  objec- 
tionable in  the  principle,  and  therefore  he  (hould  fupport  the  biirs 
going  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  ftated,  that  he  would  oppofc 
the  fecond  reading  of  the  bill,  if  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
would  not  promife  to  modify  it  anew,  not  on  account  of  the  prin- 
ciple, but  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  that,  when  the  blanks  (hould  be 
fiUcd  up,  it  would  operate  with  great  feverity  and  oppreftioa  againft 
the  lower  clafTes  of  the  people.  He  avowed  that  he  felt  the  necef- 
fity  of  fupporting  the  profecution  of  the*^ar  with  a  liberal  fupply, 
but  at  the  fame  tim^  he  felt  it  tcf  be  his  duty,  when  he  faw.a  mea- 
ftire  of  dangerous  and  injurious  tendency  brought  forwardj  as  he 
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oonceivod  to  be  the  cafe  of  the  prefent,  to  reiiA  it  with  hu  nfiga^ve, 
and  to  give  his  reafons  for  fo-doing      He  declared  that  he  was  free 
from  all  partialities  in  public  affairs,  and  free  from  aay  part  of  that 
fuppofcd  delufion  which  had  been  hinted  by  an  honourable  gerntle- 
man  on  the  oppofite  lide  (Mr.  NichoUs;)  and  he  hope<l  0>ai;  what  he 
had  to  hy  would  not  be  diftort^d  or  wrefted  from  its  truig  rocaning> 
or  a  meaning  attributed  to  him  different  from  the  fcntinicnt«  he 
(hould  deliver.     He  faid  that  throughout  the  war  he  hsd  cc^icuned 
with  Minifters  ;  dnce  he  had  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  he  had  fu^ported 
them  ;  and  before  he  had  attained  that  honour  he  had  with  the  ut- 
moft  zeal  endeavoured  to  imprefs  upon  the  miods  of  the  people  a 
full  fenfe  of  the  necefllty  to  reprefs  the  attempts  of  the  French  Re- 
Volutionifts  to  infufe  their  dangerous  principles  into  the  bofems  of 
Englilhmen,  and  to  meet  every  attack  or  appros^  of  that  pcofle, 
whofe  intention  it  was  to  firike  at  the  very  ruot  of  the  efxiAenoe  of 
this  country.     The  prefent  bill  was  intended  to  make  provifion  for 
this  purpofe,  and,  in  his  opinion,  very  properly,  by  raifing  a  lai^ 
fum  in  the  courfeof  the  year  to  lighten  the/weight  of  the  funds  and 
keep  them  more  clear  for  ^ meijgcncies.     On  the  other  hand^  an 
honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Nkrhqlls)  had  inftfte^  that  recoarfe 
(bould  be  had  to  the  funded  fyilem,  but  at  the  bwe  time  very  in- 
confiftently  fpoke  as  if  he  defired  to  let  dO'Wn  the  reputation  of  the 
funds.   In  political  economy,  luxuiy  was,  in  ordinary  caies,  the  true 
obje6l  of  taxation,  but  in  extraordinary  circumibinces  it  mig^t  be 
necefTary  to  have  mcourfe  to  extraordinary  exppdienls.     If  ia  the 
Conftitution  of  the  State  a  novel  crife  occurred,  and  that  cri£s.  ap- 
peared to  be  dangerous,  was  it  not  prudent  to  meet  it  with  novelty 
of  fyftemP     In  this  way  he  conceived  the  principle  of  the  prefent 
meafure  was  juAificd  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  great  caption  and  dif- 
cretion  were  required  in  carrying  the  principle  into  practice,  and  ac- 
cqmmodating  it  to  the  infinite  variety  of  circumftandea  it  may  in  ita 
cpurfe  involve.     The  peculiar  policy  of  the  prefent  time,  in  lus 
q)inion,  fuggeficd  that  the  flaff  of  the  country  was  in  the  dafs  called 
the  lower ;  they  were  happy  in   the  protection  they^found,  and 
blefied  that  Conftitution  which  at  once  fupplied  them  with  and  fe« 
cured  to  them  the  comfort^  they  enjoyed  ;  but  if  thofe  little  enjoy- 
ments were  taken  away,  and  their  comforts  were  contuaCled  and 
limited,  they  would  ceafe  to  blcfs  \  apd  though  he  waa  convinced 
of  the  general  honefty,  fidelit)',  and  fincerit;  of  the-  hearts  of  Eog- 
liflimen,  he  would  be  unwilling  to  provoke  human  nature  by  toofe* 
vere  a  trial.  He  therefore  boped  that  if  the  bill  went  to  a  Committee 
the  ri^ht  honourable  gentleman  would  intixxltice  fueh  modi&atiaiia 
as  would  (hew  the  people  die  burden  (^  tb&taK  would  bJltn  pnoportioo 
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to  die  propetiy  of  the  peHbn  mted  \  for  if  ever  there  Was  b  war  ih 
whidi  tl  was  peculiar^  incumbent  on  property  to  coitic  forward^  k 
was  the  ptdent ;  incked  h«  ^as  happy  to  have  gdod  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  tiMs  «r9uki  be  the  cafe,  2t\6  that  univerfally  the  men  of 
birge  propetty  were  dSfpofed  to  come  forward  liberally.  Thofe 
were  certainty  wrong  who  held  that  it  'was  not  pecuniary  indortib 
but  expenditure  that  ihould  be  taken  as  the  criterion  of.  the  tax  ; 
fer  if  a  teQth,  that  is  to  fay,  2oU  a  year  were  taken  from  2bol.  it 
robbed  the  perfon  of  all  his  comforts  ;  but  if  a  tenth,  /.  e.  500I.  a 
JNttr,  were  taken  from  5,000!.  it  would  only  deprive  the  perfon  of 
a  ftipeifluity,  perhaps,  of  two  horfes  and  twoiervants.  As  to  the 
^nefftl  refoprces  and  radical  ftrength  of  the  country,  they  were  in 
a  ttate  that  would  bid  defiance  to  any  thing  but  the  moft  grofs  ailtl 
ftupid  mifmanagement.  In  point  of  wealth  and  metallic  fpccie  wc 
were  above  all  nations,  and  our  commercial  balance  was  more  thah 
would  r^pay  all  the  expenccs  of  the  war^  for  at  this  very  moment 
we  were  enriching  ourfelves  by  all  the  nations  in  the  world.  He 
^confefled  that  he  vi'as  inf^ruiSed  to  re(ift  the  principle  of  the  bill  ; 
but  he  for  his  own  part  held  the  principle  to  be  good,  and  ihould 
continue  of  opinion,  th^t  until  the  ambition  of  France  was  con(i- 
derably  abated,  we  muft  do  ever)'  thing  to  check  her,  or  elfe  fall  a 
frcrifice  to  her  wicked  defigns. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  faid — Sir,  when  any  ftrangcr,  or  perfon  who 
•has  been  a  long  time  abfent,  fird  enters  a  houfe  of  any  eftabltfli- 
tAent,  it  is  the  ordinary  cuflom  for  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  to  do 
the  ceremonies  of  the  place,  and  welcome  him  on  his  arrival  with 
fome  expreflion  of  pleafure  or  politeneis,  as  a  n)ark  of  hofpitality. 
In  this  Houfe,  I  know.  Sir,  there  can  be  no  nnaAer— but  if  there 
•Were  any,  I  am,  fure  it  is  not  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Yorke)  who  has  fo  taken  upon  himfelf,  with  fuch  officious  kind- 
ntfs,  to  ad  that  part,  and  hail,  with  compliments  fo  truly  worthy 
of  himfelf,  the  arrival  of  my  right  honourable  friend  and  myfelf.  I 
eantiot  help  thanking  the  honourable  gentleman  for  his  poUtcnefs, 
though  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  my  gratitude  would  bt  of  a  war- 
mer kind,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not,  under  form  of  pre- 
dtding,  taken  upon  him  to  prefcribe  what  ought  to  be  our  conduct 
now  that  we  have  coitie*  Whether  we  wore  or  were  not  right  in 
abfenting  oilrfelvesi  is  a  ^eftibn,  which,  as  wa^  well  remarked,  in 
a  osrtain  daily  paper  fthe  Morning  Chronicle)  c^rmcx  very  properly 
come  before  Ihe  Houfe,  but  16  (6  re(^  with  dur  c6nfcieri&bOnd  feel- 
iflg#,  iind  to  be  cafivalTed  dniy  by  ourfelves,  and  bur  conflituerrts. 
fiowievet^  Sir,-  when  We  did  conte  down  laft  Tuefday,  WWl>  fuftt  cW- 
fiefibktkm  to  find  ^  f<iH  Seitoie-anayed,  ^nxtoufly  hearing  tlie'difcuf- 
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flon  of  this  very  important  and  momentous  queftion,  with  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  and  his  faithful  friends  and  colleagues  feated 
in  their  places,  I  found,  not  lefs  to  my  furprtze  than  diiappointment, 
that  only  thirty-(ix  Members  were  then  prefent,  and  that  the  Hode 
and  the  bufinefs  was  to  be  adjourned  over  to  a  future  day,  for  want 
of  a  fofficient  number  toconftituce  a  Houfe.  The  lefs,  therefore, 
that  is  faid  upon  gentlemen's  abfenting  themfelves,  the  better ;  I  will 
therefore  drop  the  forry  fubjcdl,  and  apply  myfelf  to  fupefior 
matter. 

My  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Nicholls)  has  been  rebuked  for  intro- 
ducing the  qucllion,  whether  the  war  was  undertaken  from  necef* 
lity  ;  and  the  noble  Lord  nho  has  taken  upon  himfelf  the  tafk  of 
rebuking  him,  has  faid,  that  if  any  one  differed  from  the  opinion 
fefpedling  the  expediency  and  ncccflity  of  the  war,  which  had  been 
fo  unanimoufly  declared  by  the  Houfe,  or  chofc  to  give  an  opinion 
in  contradidion  to  the  unanimous  refolutions  of  the  Houfe,  he  would 
have  done  it  better  by  introducing  it  in  the  ihape  of  a  new  queftion. 
Now,  without  difputing  the  noble  Lord's  authority  in  this  particu»- 
lar  rule,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  of  denying  the  propriety  of  his  ap- 
plication of  it ;  for,  according  to  my  notions  of  the  long-eftablifhed 
privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  England,  it  is  one  of  their 
leading  rights,  whenever  they  give  and  grant,  to  rcvifc  every  part 
of  the  condudt  of  the  Miniikrs  to  whom  they  have  entrufted,  or  are 
about  to  entrud,  the  difpofal  and  expenditure  of  the  public  treafure. 
And,  if  this  privilege  exiOs  in  us,  (hall  we,  Sir,  be  barred  of  it  by 
the  management  of  His  Majefty's  Minif^ers,  coming  forward  on 
the  iirft  day  of  the  fcflfion,  and  with  a  trick  entrapping  the  Houfe 
into  an  addrefs  unanimoufly  declaratory  of  their  approbation  of 
thofe  very  Minifters  ?  I  fancy  not ;  for,  if  there  be  a  time  when, 
more  than  at  any  other,  the  good  fenfe  and  feeling  of  the  peopli 
ought  to  be  appealed  to,  it  is  when  we  put  our  hands  into  their 
pockets. 

I  will  not  now,  Sir,  enter  into  a  difcuflfion  of  the  qucftion,  whe- 
ther the  war  was  juA,  wife,  or  neceffary ;  or  unneceflfaryj  impolitic, 
and  wicked  \  for  I  hope  to  fee  the  day,  and  that  *  not  a  very  dif- 
tant  one,  when  it  will  undergo  full  confideration — but  in  the  mean 
time  I  hope  it  will  not,  on  the  other  fide,  be  infifted  that  peace  is 
unattainable,  and  that  we  fliall,  on  our  part,  be  prevented  from  objec- 
ting that  the  war  was  unneceflary.  An  honourable  gentleman  on 
the  other  fide  has  put  the  quefiion^  Whether  we  will  rather  carry 
this  meafure  through  the  Houfe,  and  fubmit  to  its  provifions,  or 
leave  it  to  the  French  to  tear  the  numey  from  our  pockets  ?  If 
indeed.  Sir,  this  were  (he  truth,  and  this  the  only  alteraativej  I  do 
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hope,  and  I  moft  (incerely  believe,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  Houfe, 
or  in  this  country,  let  the  Minider  be  who  he  would,  that  wotild 
hefitate  to  fupport  him  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  with  purfe, 
handy  and  heart.  If  there  be  any  who  would  refufe,  in  fuch  a 
caufe,  to  expend  the  laft  (hilling  of  his  property,  and  (hed  the  laft 
drop  of  his  blood,  he  is  not  to  be  found  among  thofe  who,  from  the 
beginning,  haveoppofed  the  war,  as  equally  abfurd  and  unjuft.  If 
France  looks  for  friends  and  abettors  here,  they  mud  look  among 
the  (laves  who  bow  to  power,  and  barter  their  principles  for  thdr 
private  advantage,  and  not  among  the  real  friends  of  freedom. 

But  here.  Sir,  let  me  be  indulged  in  a  few  obfecvations  rcfpcft- 
ing  the  fincerity  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters  in  their  attempts  at  ne- 
gotiation. For  my  part,  when  I  look  at  the  heap  of  papers  that 
have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  that  fubjefV,  I  can  difcover 
nothing  in  them  but  a  trial  of  diplomatic  (kill — a  conted  of  dexte- 
rity, who  (hould  bed  fucceed  in  avoiding  the  imputation  of  dupli- 
city, and  mod  fpccioufly  impofe  on  the  credulity,  and  fhidrate  the 
expedations  of  Europe.  Indeed  it  is  my  opinion  that  both  parties 
were  equally  indifpofcd  to  peace.  But  admitting  that  fuch  was  the 
difpolition  of  the  French  Government — Admitting  that  the  French 
Dire6iory  have  behaved  infultingly  towards  our  A mbaflfador— ad- 
mitting that  the  whole  of  the  French  nation  entertain  an  inveterate 
hatred  and  rancorous  hodility  againd  us,  and  that  they  are  all  ac- 
tuated by  the  fame  hodile  refolution  at  aiming  at  our  dedrudibn, 
mud  I  therefore  fubir.it  to  the  inference,  that  bccaufe  pacific  offers 
have  been  made  and  rcjedcd,  and  becaufe  Miniders  and  their  Ple- 
nipotentiary reprefentativc  have  been  difrefpcflfully  treated  by  the 
French  Govcmnr^ent,  Miniders  are  to  dand  proudly  ere£^,  and 
imperioufly  to  demand  the  general  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who  fird 
had  chought  proper  to  condemn  and  oppofe  their  meafures  ?  That 
I  and  my  friends  have  frequently  urged  the  propriety  and  neceffity 
of  making  pacidc  propolitions  to  the  enemy  ;  that  we  have  alfo 
pledged  ourfelves,  (hould  the  enemy  pcrfevere  in  an  obdinate  refu- 
fal  to  liden  to  reaibnable  and  adequate  conditions,  that  we  would 
fupport  even  the  prefcnt  Adminidration,  I  am  ready  to  confefs  ; 
but  that  fupport  it  was  our  intention  to  afford  them  only  as  long 
as  we  thought  it  pofTible  that  fuch  Miniders  might  yet  obtain  a 
peace.  That  fupport  we  were  difpofed  to  lend  them  while  our  ef- 
forts were  as  yet  feconded  by  powerful  allies,  and  before  the  French 
narbn  had  gr^fped  at  and  attained  their  prefent  enormous  power.; 
that  pledge  and  prpmife  were  given  while  the  Bank  of  England  wa« 
yet  ia  credit,  and  while  the  public  faith  remained  inviolate — But 
from  chcfe  propofitioni  of  peace^  and.fiptn  thefc  pledges  of  fupporf 
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to  the  prerent  M inifters,  vn  defifted  laft  feffion,  ciitumftanccB  com- 
pelled us  to  adopt  a  contrary  condii6t-^inftead  of  pledging  ouHchts 
sny  longer  to  countenance  the  nneafures  of  Mininers,  an  honourable 
Iriend  of  mine,  a  worthy  Alderman  (Mr.  Combe)  brought  forward 
a  motion  for  an  addreft  to  Hii  Majcfty,  humbly  befecching  him  to 
remove  his  prefcnt  JMiniftcrs ;  and  reprefenting  to  His  Majcfty, 
that  under  their  aufpice$  the  attainment  of  peace  was  impoflible ; 
fcr  that  inftead  of  accelerating  the  return,  they,  on  the  contrary,  flood 
dircdly  in  the  way  of  peace,  or,  as  the  worthy  Alderman  then  very 
lyippily  exprefled  it,  that  the  bleiHngs  of  peace  and  the  blcOtngs  of 
the  prefent  Miniftry  were  wholly  incompatible  ;  yet  after  this  dircft 
avowal  of  our  total  didruft  of  their  condu6{,  they  now  come  forward 
end  tell  us  that  we  mud  Aill  give  them  our  fupport ;  that  Parlia- 
ment is  flill  to  countenance  and  defend  the  meafures  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  when  in  reality  the  only  countenance  he  looks 
for  is,  that  we  defend  his  exiflence  in  Adminiftration  ;  he  who  has 
broke  the  Bank  and  ruined  the  public  credit,  though  it  was  his  proud 
boaft  that  his  exiftence  in  power,  and  that  of  the  profpcrity  of  our 
fiaances,  were  involved  in  one  and  the  fame  fate. 

Nor  am  I  backward.  Sir,  alfo  to  declare,  that  it  is  not  to  curb 
the  ambition  of  the  enemy,  or  to  fruftrate  the  views  of  French  ag- 
grandizement, that  the  war  is  now  continued.  The  war.  Sir,  is 
continued  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  keeping  nine  worthlefs  Minifters 
in  their  places.  When  I  profefiS  this  to  be  my  opinion,  I  by  no 
means  intend  any  thing  perfonally  difrefpefiful  to  them — their  public 
conduct  is  all  that  I  iftipeach,  and  the  calamities  that  redound 
from  it  to  the  country.  Indeed  I  feel  and  know  it,  that  as  long  as 
they  remain  in  their  prefent  fentiments  there  is  nopoffibilityofthcir 
obtaining  peace  ;  and  thofe  of  them  who  poUefs  a  found  and  fincerc 
tinderftanding  mud  be  as  fenfible  of  this  their  inability  as  I  am. 
Why  then  will  they  perfcvcre  in  a  mercenaty  preference  of  their 
own  interefts  to  thofe  of  their  country,  convinced  as  they  muft  be 
that  the  principles  they  have  a£)ed  on,  and  which  they  dill  avow, 
mud  effed^ually  prevent  them  from  negotiating  with  fuccefs  i  And 
how  is  it  poflible  they  (hould  ever  treat  with  fuccefs,  wlule  diey 
continue  folemnly  to  hold  out  to  the  country  that  the  enjoyment  of 
all  that  is  dear  to  1t,  and  that  the  exidence  of  the  Britifti  Condita- 
tion  are  inconfident  with  the  exidence  of  the  French  Republic } 
that  wkh  the  principles  on  which  that  Republic  is  founded,  tione  of 
the  t>ld  edabliflied  forms  and  inditutions  of  Europe,  in  a  Iroid, 
the  order  of  the  civilised  world,  cannot  be  reconciled  ?  That  with 
a  power  fo  principled  and  difpofed,  they  will  accede  to  no  term^,  un* 
left  they  be  driven  to  it  by  the  lad  extremity  i     From  this  uiiwife 
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and  inadvertent  deelaration,  what  will  be  the  conclufion  which  the 
French  Government  muft  naturally  draw  i  Why,  that  we  attempt 
a  negotiation  only  becaufe  we  are  reduced  to  the  very  lafl  ex- 
tremitVy  as  we  were  prepared  to  make  every  fiicriBce  fooncr  than 
attempt  it.  On  the  effe.&s  of  fuch  a  conclufion,  I  muil  beg  the 
Houfe  ierioufly  to  refled^.  But  what  wa&  the  obOacle  which  im- 
peded the  pvogtefsy  and  finally  broke'  off  the  firft  negotiation  ?--> 
The  obftade  publicly  held  out  was  the  poflreiTion  of  Belgium  by  the 
French.  As  long  as  France  continued  in  poflfefTion  of  that  country » 
it  was  impoflible  to  think  of  peace ;  oot^  however,  that  we  deemed 
it  nece&ury  for  the  Emperor,  but  rather  for  ourfeIves4  We  next 
gave  in  a  projed  of  our  own  ;  and  we  fiill  continued  to  contend, 
that  the  war  originated  in  aggrcfTion  on  the  part  of  the  French. 
BuC  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  the  drift  of  our  own  argu- 
meotSy  and  the  principks  upon  which  we  have  proceeded,  would 
prove  the  aggreflfion  to  be  on  our  fide.  For,  after  the  repeated 
avowal  of  the  high^mimied  principles  upon  which  the  right  honour- 
able gerKlen^n  entered  into  the  war,  and  upon  which  his  new  allies 
aic  difpofcd  to  continue  it,  would  they  now  £iy  that  they  never 
would  have  intermeddled  in  the  aiTairs  of  France,  untefs  France 
had  diredly  attacked  u$  ?  If  fo»  then,  what  becomes  of  the  proiki 
c^ufe  in  which  we  thought  ourfelves  to  be  engaged— the  caufe  of  re- 
ligioo,  of  huflntnity,  of  morality — the  defence  of  civil  rights, 
and  of  regular  governments  ?  The  principles  of  the  French  Re- 
puidtc  are  ftill  faid*  to  be  inimical  to  this  caufe ;  and  ag^^nit  fuch 
principles  we  muft  all  concur  in  continuing  the  war — then  England 
mufi  appear  to  be  the  aggreilbr,  whether  we  pcrfcvere  in  the  conteft 
frooi  the  magivinimity  of  thefe  principles,  or  from  fome  other  lefs 
glorioitt  motive. 

When,  then,  may  we  now  exped  to  treat  i  If  religion,  mora- 
lity, civilized  government,  &c.  &c.  invaluable  objed^s,  no  doubt, 
are  to  be  no  longer  contended  for  r  Are  we  to  peHiA  in  the  war  for 
the  poiTeifion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  ifland  of  Ceylon^ 
and  Trinconiale  f  and  are  thefe  the  fair  prizes  to  which  we  afpire, 
and  to  which  the  hoafled  defence  of  religion,  morality,  &c.  muft  be 
facrificed  ?  Mud  vi;e  then,  for  all  our  indemnities,  fall  foul  on  our 
allies,  and  the  cooceflions  we  contend  for  be  torn  from  the  Dutch  ? 
If  we  perfift  in  theie  demaivds,  and  the  French  continue  to  rejed 
them,  what  then  will  remain  to  be  done  ?  MuA  we  again  rear  the 
flmdard  of  molality  and  religion  i  Is  it  then  we  are  told  that 
wc  mnft  fight  manfully  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  that  thofe  who 
would  have  us  fight  manfully,  (hould  manfully  give  up  their 
places?  And  by  what  means  do  they  endeavour  10  reconcile  us  to 
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this  hopelefs  conteft  ?  By  craftily  fetting  up  our  pride  againft  our 
intereft — by  aflcing  us,  are  we  not  ready  to  fpend  our  laft  (hilling, 
and  the  lad  drop  of  our  blood,  fooner  than  pern>it  the  enemy  to 
dictate  to  us  the  choice  of  our  Minifiers.  But  this  betrays  only 
mean  and  little  craft,  and  no  foundnefs  of  judgement.  Have  not 
Minifters  themfelves  endeavoured  to  dilate  to  France  the  mode  of 
Government  it  (ho6ld  adopt  ?  Have  they  even  contented  them- 
felves with  prcfcribing  the  principles  it  (hould  zA  on  r  Have  they 
not,  moreover,  infixed  on  their  choice  of  perfons  and  of  forms  ? 
That  fuch  was  their  intention,  appears  from  no  lefs  an  authority 
than  His  Majclty's  fpeech,  wherein  Parliament  is  told,  that  when 
fuch  an  order  of  things  is  edablifhed  in  France,  as  may  enable  their 
Government  to  maintain  the  ufual  relations  of  peace  and  amity, 
then  he  would  have  no  objedlion  to  treat  with  them.  Is  not  this 
di(flating  to  France  the  form  of  Government  (he  thould  embrace  ? 
and  has  not  the  Dire(Slory  a  right  to  retort  upon  us,  and  fay,  that 
until  they  adopt  the  form  of  Government  we  chufe  to  prefcribe, 
England  will  continue  in  her  hoftility  to  France  ;  and  there  can  be 
nofolid  and  fecure  peace. between  the  two  nations,  but  at  beft  an 
hollow  truce,  a  mere  fufpenfion  of  arms  ?  In  this  opinion  his  right 
honourable  friend  (Mr.  Windham),  if  fo  I  may  prefume  to  call 
him,  mud  undoubtedly  acquiefee  ;  for,  according  to  him,  a  peace 
with  France,  while  France  continues  to  adt  on  her  prefent  princi- 
ples, would  be  far  worfe  than  any  thing  that  may  arife  firom  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  In  this  opinion,  at  lead,  I  doubt  not  but 
he  is  finccre. 

The  people,  we  are  told,  mud  now  fubmit  to  great  burdens,  and 
thefe  burdens  (hould  fall  where  property  is  greaK  But  when 
they  are  called  on  to  fubmit  to  great  burdens,  in  my  opinion  they 
(hould  have  great  examples  to  encourage  them.  They  are  told, 
your  private  intered  is  nothing;  the  public  intered  mud  be  all  to 
you.  But  with  what  face  can  this  language  be  held  to  them,  either 
by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  or  his  new  converts  ?  For  is 
there  a  man  among  them  who  has  not  betrayed  more  anxiety  to  fe- 
cure his  own  individual  job,  at  the  expence  of  the  country,  than  to 
contribute  towards  relieving  the  country  from  the  burdens  under 
which  it  groans  ?  When  we  hear  that  in  one  office,  that  of  the  Se- 
cretary at  War,  the  clerks  have  fees  and  perquilites  from  the  amount 
of  5, cool,  to  i8,oool.  fome  gentlemen  may  treat  fuch  perquifitcs 
as  mere  parings  of  cheefe  and  ends  of  candles,  but  the  public  muft 
wonder  at  the  immenfe  fize  of  this  confecrated  c(ieefe,  and  be  dai- 
zIcJ  v^ith  the  light  of  thofe  flaming  tapers,  that  thus  blaze  on  the 
altar  of  Corruption. 
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As  to  the  meafure  more  immediatelj  before  the  Houfe,  I  cannot 
but  mark  it  with  my  (fa^ngeft  (fifapprobation ;  nor  can  I  wait  for  its 
going  into  a  Committee  before  I  expref$  this  my  opinion  of  it ;  for 
no  poflible  modification  it  can  receive  will  be  able  to  reconcile  me 
to  a  meafure  the  principle  of  which  I  abhor.     It  was  a  meafure  that 
argued  the  grofleft  and  mod  irrational  violation  and  outrage  of  the 
regulation  of  all  taxes— it  runs  foul  on  all  the  principles  on  which 
they  can' be  raifed ;  it  is  a  penalty  on  economy — a  bounty  on  per-  ' 
jury-»a  libel  on  the  public  fpirit — a  commifiion  of  bankruptcy 
againft  the  whole  commercial  part  of  the  community.     To  (hew 
the  imprafUcability  of  fuch  a  meafure,  I  (hall  not  now  detain  the 
Houfe  with  any  detail  of  argument ;  it  fiands  fufliciently  evidenced 
by  the  refoludons  unanimoufly  voted  this  day  by  the  city  of  London, 
and  which  (hew  that  it  is  impoflible  for  a  very  numerous  clafs  of 
houieholders  ever  to  pay  the  tax,  (hould  the  propofed  mode  of  raif- 
ihg  it  be  unfortunately  pafled  into  a  law.     It  Was  a  hSt  equally  evi- 
dent that  they  were  not  able  to  pay  the  taxes  now  impofed  upon 
them.      Indeed,  when  fo  laige  a  clafs  of  the  community  weffe  un- 
able to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State,  we  muft  be  then 
very  near  the  end  of  our  refources.     But  we  are  told  it  will  not  af- 
fe£t  the  poorer  defcriptions  of  the  people.     No  aiTertion  can  be 
more  unfounded.  *  For  tniift  it  not  touch  all  thofe  profits  arifing 
from  the  luxuries  in  which  the  rich  indulge  ?     Muft  not  the  re- 
trenchments of  the  wealthy  trench  on  the  means  of  fubfiftence  of 
the  poor  ?     Yes,  you  may  tell  us  they  are  not  taxed.     The  poor 
are  not  taxed,  I  allow  you,-  but  thqr  will  be  ftarved.     For  they 
muft  be  ftarved  who  derived  their  livelihood  from  the  expences  of 
the  great. 

Numberlefs  were  the  obje£tions  that  might  be  urged  to  the  prin** 
dple  of  this  bill.  It  went  to  impofe  a  tax  on  the  expenditure,  and 
not  upon  property.  But  I  would  agree  with  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  that  property  (hould  be  taxed,  could  he  devifea  criterion 
by  which  it  could  be  accurately  eftimated.  But  furely  he  will  not 
lay  that  carriages,  hories,  &c.  are  a  perfefl  criterion  of  property.  He 
had  already  admitted  that  they  were  not,  and  in  this  I  alio  agree 
with  him.  But  fure  I  am  that  the  ultimate  operation  of  the  pretent 
bill  muft  tend  to  ferret  out  all  property  ;  but  can  this  end  be  attained 
without  the  dilclofure  of  the  means  of  individuals  ?  If  fuch  a  fyf* 
tem  ihould  tjherefore  be  enforced,  will  it  not  go  to  ereA  in  every  , 
parifh  a  fifcal  inquifition  lb  pry  into  the  property  of  individualSi  to 
ttfcertain  their  gains  or  their  profits,  and  thus  lay  open  and  expofe 
tfie  improvement  or  decay  of  their  circumfiances  ?  Would  not  foclji 
M  fyftem  prove  hoftU^  and  fiital  to  all  induftry,  to  all  trade,  and  cut 
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op  by  tfie  rooto  every  fpeeies  of  property  ?  Look  at  the  bill.     What 
does  k  tell  you  ?     If  you  are  over-rat^,  then  you  may  appeal— ancf 
to  whom  ?     To  your  own  neighbours  and  fcllow-parilhionersy  if 
any  defcription  <^  nen  can  be  (band  of  fo  bafe  a  nature  as  to  un- 
dertake an  office  fo  degrading.     But  to  what  a  trying  fituation  muft 
the  perfon  fo  appealing  be  expofed  ?     If  the  fpies  of  Government 
fay  they  doubt  his  wordy  he  is  then  to  be^examined  upon  oathi  and 
f  vidence  may  alfo  be  brought  pn  oath  to  contradict  his  declaration. 
To  what  a  .(ituation>  I  fay,  is  he  then  reduced  !     Either  he  mufi 
incur  the  fuijpicion  of  being  a  perjured  man,  h  firong  are  the  temp- 
tations held  out  to  him  ;  or  if  he  makes  a  fair  avowal  of  his  cir- 
cuo^nces,  and  fays  his  income  amounts  to  200I.  without  t^ing 
into  account  the  accidental  circumftances  that  may  impair  it,  (hould 
it  come  to  be  impaired,  and  that  the  next  year  it  amounts  but  to 
150].;  either  he  muft  appeal,  and  divulge  the  decay  of  his  cir- 
cumAances,    or  he  muft  hold  up  a  falfe   front   to  thofe   with 
whom  he  deals,  and,  (hould  he  fail,  be  accufed  of  having  held  out 
;falfe  pretences,  to  have  upheld  his  credit  by  fraud.     If  he  comes 
forward)  and  makes  this  difcovery  of  his  (ituation,  he  is  acceflary  to 
has  own  ruin,  and  if  he  (brinks  froip  bis  difcovery  he  may  forfeit 
bis  cbaraAer  for  integrity.     Upon  the  whole,  if  you  follow  up  the 
principle,  you  mu(l  get  at  all  aAual  property.    To  this  it  muft  ulti- 
matdy  go  ;  but  then  it  would  be  found  a  mean  and  narrow  princi- 
ple>  and  principally  arifing  from  narrow  prejudices.    If  you  attempt 
to  call  on  the  highly  opulent,  whofe  income  may  exceed  2o,oooK 
per  annum,  but  who  fpend  comparatively  little,  how  are  you  to  af- 
certain  the  proportion  they  (hould  pay  ?     It  cannot  be  done,  and  if 
iccould  ,the  attempt  would  be  impolitic  and  unjuft.  The  righthonour-    J 
abl^  gentleman  has  faid  that  he  wiAiedhe  could  get  at  the  hoards  of 
the  mifer ;  that  mifers  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  del^bt  in  pitfling 
their  bags  under  their  pillows,  without  comii^  forward  with  d)cir 
duei|Mt)porttOn  for  the  protedlion  which  the  (late  gives  to  their  tra- 
fdre.     If  fuch  treafures  had  never  been  adlively  employed  in  induT- 
tiious  confimerce,  it  might  be  proper  to  derive  a  refouttefrom  tfacm; 
bot  who  would  toil  for  an  income,  if  they  were  not  permitted  to 
fpare  or  expend  it  according  to  their  own  notions,  and  in  the  fimie 
fyint  ^vith  which  it  was  amaiTed  ?     Such  a  meafure  was  (acred,  and 
,  ought  not  to  be  touched.     The  revenQ%  it  was  tnie»  depended  in  a 
great  meafure  on  the  libendlj  or  rather  prodigal,  expenditure  of  the 
opulent ;  but  if  there  vf^  permitted  to  be  no  faving^  and  all  mull 
i^nd  to  a  proportionate  "extent)  tlienyoo  enforce  a  maxim  deftoic- 
Cive  of  the  vital  principle  of^U  indufi^  and  pcvfpetity.     To  &c 
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thoi^  the  habits  of  my  own  life  have  been  little  regulated  on  )t ; 
and  to  encroach  on  this  facred  principle,  would  be  utterly  to  cxtin- 
guifli  the  fpirit  which  enlivens  induftry,  and  from  which  all  private 
and  public  wealth  c^n  alone  be  derived.  However  the  right  ho* 
nourable  gentleman  may  be  difpofed,  from  the  general  oppofition 
with  which  he  fees  the  country  receive  his  propofal,  to  give  a  variety 
of  RKxiifications  to  it,  there  is  no  poflible  modificatioh  which  cztl 
reconcile  me  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  BURDON  complained  that  the  honourable  Member  who 
had  juft  fpoken,had  thrown  out  ideas  of  jobs^  &c.  in  fuch  a  general 
way  as  almoft  to  include  every  Member  who  fupported  the  pre- 
ient  meafure.  He,  for  one,  did  not  know  the  perfons  to  whom  he 
alluded.  He  avowed  his  own  independence  ;  he  had  been  uniform 
in  his  parliamentary  duty,  and  (bould  have  felt  his  mind  unhappy  had 
he  defeited  his  place  when  duty  called  him  to  attend.  He,  for  one, 
approved  of  the  principle  of  this  bill,  which  went  to  raife  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money  within  the  year  9  nor  had  it  been  proved  how 
money  could  be  raifed  upon  a  better  plan  ;  for,  as  the  honourable 
Alderman  (Lu(bington}  had  fatisfadlorily  dated,  if  the  whole  fum 
were  attempted  to  be  raifed  by  a  Loan,  it  would  prove  injurious  to 
the  country.  He  afked,  how  it  was  poffiblc  to  raife  fuch  a  fum 
without  the  general  body  feeling  a  confiderable  preffure  ?  He 
wiftied  to  lee  various  modifications  introduced,  and  other  ftages  of 
progreflion  ;  and  fuggeded  that  thofe  whofe  AiTeiTed  taxes  amounted 
to  75I.  and  from  thence  to  lool.  per  annum,  fliould  pay  4  one-half 
additional,  and  thofe  who  paid  atx)ve  lool.  per  annum,  in  a  flill 
higher  proportion,  fo  as  to  make  the  tax  bear  as  equally  as  poflible 
upon  the  different  ranks. 

Under  the  circum(lances  in  ^ich  the  country  was  at  prefent, 
clamour  and  induHrious  mifreprefentation  ought  not  to  induce  the 
Houfe  to  (brink  from  difcharging  its  duty.  -He  mentioned  inn- 
keepers, as  a  clafs  of  perfons  among  whom  mifapprehenfions  were 
formed.  An  innkeeper,  a  widow,  on  the  Bath  road,  had  been  told 
(be  muft  pay  600I.  whereas^  upon  a  (tatement  of  her  income,  it^ 
would  probably  not  exceed  30  or  40I.  He  hoped,  that  when  the 
tax  was  properly  modified,  the  country  would  ceafe  its  alarm,  and 
that  then  things  would  return  to  their  ufual  channel,  and  tradefmen 
(coach-makers),  &c.  to  their  ufual  occupations. 

Feeling,  as  he  did,  that  the  Miniftry  of  this  country  were  per- 
fedly  in  earned  in  their  late  negotiations  for  peace,  and  that  they 
had  a£led  according  to  their  duty,  he  thought  himfelf  called  upon 
to  give  them  his  fupport  j  and  he  had  pleafure  in  refleAing,  that 
almoft  the  whole  country  were  at  the  time  fati^fied  as  to  the  ftepv 
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which  had  been  t^keiii  although^  from  the  ungovernable  ambUlon 
of  the  enemy,  the  refult  had  not  been  attended  with  the  defired 
fuccefs. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  DUNDAS  faid  the  former  abfencc  of  the 
honourable  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him  was  neither  a  fubjeA  of  pradfe 
or  difpraife  with  him ;  but  it  was  a  fubjedl  of  juA  complaint,  he 
thought,  that  they  (hould  now  come  dowfi  to  the  Houfe,  and  exped 
to  bring  up  their  arrears  of  debate.  It  was  fcarcely  fair  that  dicy 
ihould  abfent  themfelves  for  feveral  months,  and  then  pome  with  a 
load  of  obfervations  which  they  had  leifure  to  make  on  the  public 
bufinefs,  mean  while  tranfadted  in  the  Houfe,  an^  difchargc  it  at 
once  on  the  (boulders  of  liis  Majefly's  Minifters.  There  was  ano- 
ther topic  introduced,  not  in^mediately  conneAed  with  the  bill,  on 
which  he  would  fay  a  word.  It  was  the  invcdlives  uttered  againft 
Minifters  for  their  fuppofed  infincerity  in  their  negotiations  for 
peace.  He  did  not  complain  of  this  argument.  Gentlemen  had 
a  right  to  enter  into  every  objection  that  could  be  urged  againft 
Minifters.  But  he  complained  that  this  fubjed  fliould  be  handled 
when  an  important  meafure  of  finance  was  before  the  Houfe,  and 
that  they  had  abfented  themfelves  on  a  former  day,  when  this  was 
the  diredl  and  proper  fubjed  of  difcuffion,  the  exprefs  bufinefs  of 
the  day.  He  was  not  offended  with  the  honourable  gentleman's 
inve6lives.  He  was  confcious  of  his  (incerity,  and  therefcnre  felt 
no  irritability  on  the  occalion ;  but  he  thought  the  charge  was  awk- 
wardly uiged  at  prcfent.  On  the  day  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
which  would  have  been  the  proper  time  for  a  queffion  relative  to 
the  fincerity  of  Minifters  in  their  profeflTion  of  wifhes  for  peace, 
the  Houfe  was  unanimous;  for  as  to  the  little  oppofition  that  at 
firft  appeared,  fome  gentlemen  ran  away,  and  others  confcfled 
themfelves  overwhelmed  with  a  fupcrior  eloquence.  His  noble 
friend  (Lord  Hawkefbury)  had  argued  juftly  therefore ;  he  had  a 
right  to  aiTume  the  vote  of  that  day  as  exprefTmg  the  prefent  fenti- 
ments  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  reafon  upon  it  accordingly.  He  had 
not  heard  one  obje<9ion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  from  the 
honourable  gentleman.  He  had,  therefore,  little  to  fay.  But  he 
rofe  with  a  defign  to  afk  this  plain  queflion,  what  do  gentlemen 
objedl  to  in  the  principle  of  the  bill?  If  they  refift  any  mode  of 
raiiing  any  part  of  the  fupplies,  out  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  fund- 
ing, that  was  an  objedion  to  the  principle  of  the  bill.  One  gen- 
tleman had  faid  it  was  beft  to  raife  the  fum  upon  income,  and 
another  upon  property.  But  this  was  an  argument  that  mig^t  be 
"fcuffcd  in  the  Committee.     Even  if  the  fum  were  to  be  levied  on 

pefty,  that  might  be  done  without  any  great  alteration  of  the 
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hiU,  ar)d  did  not  aficA  its  principle>  which  was,  that  part  of  (^e 
ftipplics  ought  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  be  raifed  out  of  the  ufuai 
oourfe  of  funding.  All  the  objedtions  he  had  heard  were  fuitable 
to  the '  Committee.  It  was  faid  that  men  of  large  eftates,  and 
parfimontous  habits,  would  not  pay  according  to  their  income,  but 
accordiDg  to  their  expenditure.  This  would  be  true  in  fome  few 
cafes.  But  whatever  motives  old  men  (and  it  would  be  chiefly 
fuch  who  would  fo  efcape)  had  to  hoard  money,  their  young  heirs 
had  ufually  as  ftrong  motives  to  fquander  it.  Taking,  therefore, 
the  young  with  the  old,  the  property  of  the  mifer  even  might  be 
faid  to  pay  its  (hare  of  the  contribution.  It  was  faid  alfo  that  tht 
mode  provided  by  the  bill  was  not  a  correA  way  of  afcertaining  the 
aAual  incomes  of  the  feveral  claiTes  with  accuracy.  The  Aflefled 
Taxes  were  taken  for  a  criterion.  It  was  a  conjectural  criterion ; 
and  a  better  might  perhaps  be  found.  But  neither  this,  nor  any 
other  objection  was  radical,  that  did  not  refill  the  raifing  of  part 
of  the  fupplies  out  of  the  ordinary  mode  of  funding.  The  bill 
might  be  faulty  in  fome  of  its  claufes.  His  right  honourable  fnend 
(Mr.  Pitt),  had  brought  it  forward  with  all  the  information  he 
oOuld  colled  on  the  various  topics  it  included.  But  he  did  not 
expedt  it  to  be  wholly  free  from  reafonable  objections  to  fome  of  its 
provifions.  But  thefe  were  open  to  be  modified  and  rendered  equit- 
able in  the  Committee.  It  might,  and  no  doubt  would  undeigo 
great  alterations  there,  following  the  progrefs  of  information  which 
the  Houfe  would  receive  on  the  detail  of  the  bill  from  various  quar.« 
tcrs :  and  he  would  fay,  that  the  pcrfons,  who  are  now  moft  cla- 
morous againfi  the  bill,  would  pay  more  than  they  will  under  it, 
if  the  mohey  had  been  raifed  in  the  ordinary  way.  There  were 
two  obiervations  more  he  had  to  make.  Firft,  it  was  faid  his 
right  honourable  friend  had  abandoned  the  funding  fyftem,  and  yet 
the  greater  part  of  the  fupplies  wc/e  to  be  raifed  by  it.  Secondly, 
it  was  contended  that  all  the  money  raifed  for  public  fervices  is 
withdrawn  from  thp  general  expenditure;  but  this  was  an  erroneous 
propolition.  Money  expended  for  the  cloathing  and  pay  of  the 
army,  or  for  the  fupport  of  the  navy,  docs  not  decreafe  the  refour- 
ces  of  agriculture  or  commerce.  Trade  and  commerce  have  in* 
creafed  during  this  expenfive  war.  He  would  not  fay  that  the 
burden  of  mOney  levied  for  the  public  fervice  would  not  fall  more 
heavily  on  fome  particular  clafles,  fo  as  to  occaiion  partial  retrench- 
ments ;  but  it  was  not  true  that  the  public  revenue  is  fo  mtich 
money  withdrawn  from  the  amount  of  the  general  expenditure. 
The  main  queffion  was  the  ncceflity  of  raifing  the  money  to  coun- 
terad  the  enemy.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  pledged  him* 
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ielf  to  oppofi:  an  ^Stual  invafion.  But  if  the  eneipy  ad  upon  a 
lefolution  to  bring  down  the  power  of  this  eountiy,  to  reduce  its 
influence  in  Europe,  aod  to  fubvert  its  iyftem  of  commerce,  the 
i;reat  fource  of  ^ts  wealth,  he  might  repel  an  invafion,  and  talj^  of 
bis  courage  in  vain.  It  would  be  too  late.  If  there  was  a  coun- 
try that  declared  they  had  now  no  projed  to  execute  but  to  humble 
us,  to  refiore  the  liberty  of  the  feas,  (by  which  they  mean  the  de- 
ftruAion  of  our  navy)  and  to  rear  their  ftandard  amongft  us,  ez- 
pefii^g  to  find  thoufands  to  join  it ;  if  this  tone  be  aflfuraed  to« 
wards  us,  he  would  a(k,  if  it  was  a  time  to  offer  a  pledge  to  figh( 
when  this  proud  and  infultii^g  enemy  (hould  be  adually  landed  oa 
our  coaft  ?  The  honourable  gentleman  had  talked  of  die  unwor- 
thinels  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters.  Perhaps  he  did  not  think 
them  fo  unworthy  as  he  found  it  convenient  to  afFeA.  He  could 
not,  however,  expedl  him  to  agree  with  him  on  that  point ;  and 
he  thought  it  unwife  to  tell  the  Houfe  that  becaufe  th^  would  not 
humour  him  in  his  declarations  againft  Minifters,  he  would  aban- 
don the  intereds  of  his  oonftituents  and  of  the  country.  If  nine 
gentlemen,  or  any  other  number,  could  be.  found,  who  could 
make  a  peace  with  France  on  terms  calculated  to  preferve  the  c(b- 
bliflied  Confiitution  of  this  country,  to  maintain  its  power  in 
Europe,  and  the  caufes  of  its  wealth  and  profperity,  he  would  be 
the  bafeft  creature  that  ever  difgraced  the  human  (hape  who  did  not 
cordially  give  place  to  fuch  peffons.  But  England  muft  contend 
for  its  prefent  ftation  among  the  powers  of  Europe ;  (he  muft  pre- 
ferve herfelf  in  a  condition  to  balance  the  power  of  France,  or  (he 
will  gradually  decline  till  (he  become  its  vidim. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  explained.  He  faid,  the  right  honourable^ 
gentleman  underftood  one  thi^g  by  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
he  another. 

Mr.  SECRETARY  DUNDAS  replied,  he  had  heaid  no  ob- 
jedions  from  him  that  went  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOX  then  rofe,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows.  &, 
I  do  not  conceive  that  the  attendance  or  non-attendance  of  anf 
particular  Member  of  this  Houfe  can  be  a  fit  fubjedi  of  cbfervadon. 
I  agree  in  that  refpefi  m  ith  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft,  that  the  propriety  of  attending  this  Houfe  or  abfentipg, 
is  a  matter  that  ought  to  reft  with  each  individuaL  I  have  nottm^ 
to  iay  upon  that  fubjedt,  farther  than  that  the  lame  motives  which 
induced  me  to  abfcnt  myfclf  for  fome  tunci  are  now  as  prevalent 
in  my  mind  as  ever.  My  opinion  is  now  what  it  has  long  been, 
that  the  prefent  Adminiftration  of  this  country  have  by  the  unfoitu* 
nate  blindncfs  of  this  Hgjufe,  by  the  too  cafy  tcQiper  of  the  peopk 
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of  this  oountiyi  £>  impaired  and  deranged  its  finances,  fo  increafed 
its  embarraf&nents,  but  above  all,  fo  disfigured  its  Conftitution,  that 
no  fervices  which  any  individual  can  render  by  his  attendance,  will 
be  fufficient  to  balance  the  mifchiefs  which  muft  arife  from  ^ving 
co&ntenance  to  an  opinion,  that  the  decifions  of  this  Houfe  are 
always  the  juft  reful(  of  fall  difcuflion.     In  that  opinion  I  am  as 
firm  as  at  any  time  of  my  life.     It  is  not  by  the  eftabli(hment  of 
this  or  of  that  regulation  in  a  particular  inftance,  of  this  or  that 
modification  of  a  particular  meafure,  that  can  eflentially  ferve  the 
people  of  this  country.     Nothing  (hort  of  a  total  reform  of  your 
late  fyftem,  nothing  ibort  of  your  reverting  to  the  true  principles  of 
our  O>nfiitution,  to  the  popular  maxtnis  of  our  anceftors,  can  fave 
us  firom  utter  ruin.     Seeing  that  by  my  attendance  I  was  unable  to 
prevail  on  tius  Houfe  to  adopt  thele  principles,  I  omitted  to  attend 
it.     But  I  attend  to-night  in  confequence  of  what  is  to  me  at  leaft 
zti  important  fentiment—- the  propriety  of  yielding  to  the  requeft  of 
my  conftituents.     This  is  not  a  moment  to  enlarge  upon  the  duties 
of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  but  it  appears  to  me  that  to  comply 
with  the  general  defire  of  his  conftituents,  efpecially  in  fuch  a  cafe 
as  that  which  is  now  before  you,  is  one  of  thofe  duties.     I  have 
been  told  to-nig^t  that  I  have  been  much  impoTed  upon  in  the 
reprefentations  of  many  important  public  events;    that   I  have 
formed  erroneous  conclufions  from  them ;  that  I  in  my  retirement 
have  had  leifure  to  re-confider  my  former  opinions ;  and  that  I, 
like  others,  may  have  had  much  to  learn.     Thofe  who  think  they 
have  arrived  to  that  degree  of  knowledge  beyond  which  they  have 
nothing  to  learn,  are  in  a  fbte  which,  when  they  afTed  it,  (hew 
Ch^r  have  learnt  but  little.     But  I  (houl(f  hold  myfelf  much  in- 
debted to  the  right  honourable  gendeman  who  made  this  obfervation, 
if  he  would  tell  me  in  what  book  of  andent  or  modern  hiftory-^ 
in  what  fchool  of  admired  philofophy — in  what  fyllem  of  slny  ad- 
mired politician,  fince  the  creation  of  this  world  to  the  prqient 
hour,  I  am  to  find  that  perfeverance  in  a  fyftem  which  has  led  you 
to  die  brink  of  ruin,  is  the  way  to  extricate  you  froip  your  diffi- 
ctdty.     That  indeed  is  one  of  the  leflbns  which  I  have  yet  to  leahi> 
I  had  no  hopes  of  gaining  for  the  public  any  advantage  by  my  at- 
tendance ;  but  my  oonfiituents  dcfired  me  to  attend,  and  I  detefr 
mined  to  comply.     I  know  k  is  popular,  in  this  Houfe,  at  leaft, 
to  hold  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  is  not  particularly  bound  to 
obey  his  own  conftittlents,  whofe  opinions  may  be  guided  by  local 
prejudices  and  partial  interefts ;  that  he  is  to  confider  himfdf  as  the 
repne£aiudve  of  the  people  at  large ;  and  that  he  is  to  a<5)  as  appears 
to  him  moft  favourable  to  that  cnlarised  view  of  the  intercf^  of  bis 
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coontry.  I  truft  that  I  (hould  be  no  more  ready  than  others  Id 
obey  the  wi(h  of  a  particular  clafs  of  men  who  happen  to  be  my 
confiitucntSy  if  by  fo  doing  I  was  convinced  I  obeyed  them  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  whole  community,  of  which  I  am  a  member.  But 
in  this  particular  inftance,  as  indeed  moll  inftances  in  which  I  have 
been  concerned,  I  have  the  comfort  to  feel  that  my  fentiments  and 
thofe  of  my  conftituents  pcrfcflly  coincide.  The  honourable  gen- 
fleman  fays,  that  the  moment  we  arc  here,  each  of  us  is  the  repre- 
ientative  of  every  man  in  this  country  ;  there  are  others  who  may 
fay,  as  they  have  faid,  we  may  as  well  call  ourfclves  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  any  other  country  as  of  this  ;  that  indeed  we  ought  to  be 
the  virtual  reprefentativcs  of  the  people,  but  that  our  meafures  have 
too  clearly  proved  how  capable  we  are  of  acting  upon  another 
principle. 

My  conftituents  have  dcfircd  me  to  attend  this  bill,  and  if  I 
thought  my  own  opinion  more  important  than  theirs  I  (hould  have 
endeavoured  to  have  reafoned  with  them  upon  the  JFiitility  of  that 
attendance ;  btit  their  defire  controls  my  condudt.  I  am  bound 
to  ftate  their  cafe  in  this  Houfe.  They  think,  and  fo  do  I,  that  by 
this  bill  all  the  principles  of  our  anceftors  are  abandoned*  and  a  pro- 
fligate contempt  of  property,  (the  proteflion  6f  which  was  one  of 
their  favourite  obje£ts)  is  now  manifeft  .from  the  tenor  of  the  bill 
before  you. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  ftates  two 
grounds  upon  which  this  fubjedl  may  be  confidercd.  He  admits, 
firfti  that  every  man  who  oppofes  all  means  of  fupply,  except  fuch  as 
arife  from  the  funding  fyftem,  may  fairly  oppofe  the  principle  of  this 
bill :  certainly  he  may.  Secondly,  he  ftates  that  thofe  who  think 
that  taxes  (hould  not  be  laid  upon  income,  but  generally  upon  pro- 
perty, may  alfo  vote  for  tl;ie  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  with  a  view 
of  modifying  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  anfwer  the  objeft  which  the 
principle  of  the  bill  is  fuppofcd  to  have  in  view,  namely,  a  tax  upon 
property,  fo  as  to  raife  a  confiderable  part  of  the  (upplies  within  the 
year ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  any  man  who  objefls  to  the  incrcafe  of 
Aflfefled  Taxes,  may  ytt  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  as  a 
meafure,  the  foundation  of  which  is  to  call  for  the  contribution  of 
property  for  the  fervicc  of  the  State.  I  confefs  that  argument  was 
perfcflly  new  to  me.  Where  am  I  to  look  for  the  principle  of 
this  bill  i  I  Ibould  think,  to  the  refolutions  on  which  it  is  founded. 
They  certainly  are  very  long  and  vcrbofc,  but  I  do  not  fee  one  line 
in  them  that  relates  to  the  principle  of  the  meafure,  which  does  not 
ftate  the  AlTelTed  Taxes  as  their  bafis  as  well  as  their  criterion. 
And  yet  I  am  told  that  any  man  who  thinks  that  thcfe  afleifments 
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are  the  worft  of  all  poflible  criteria,  may  vote  for  this  bill,  becaule 
%  is  that  which  has  for  its  obje<fl  a  general  taxation  upon  property. 
This  I  conflcier  as  the  mere  (bufHing  language  to  which  gentlemen 
are  driven  to  fupport  the  infamous  fyftem  on  which  they  endeavour 
to  load  the  people  of  this  country.     The  right  honourable  gentle- 
man  fzys  he  knows  of  no  difcontent  which  has  been  exprefled 
againft  the  principle  of  this  bill,  as  a  tax  upon  property  ;  that  all  the 
objedion  arifcs  from  the  Affcffed  Taxes  being  taken  as  a  criterion 
whereby  that  property  is  to  be  gueflfed  at.     The  objeflions  which 
have  hitherto  been  made  by  thofe  beft  capable  of  judging,  at  lead 
mod  fincere  in  examining,  namely,  thofe  who  are  to  be  called  upon 
to  pay,  have  been  made  to  the  bill  which  is  now  before  you, .  and  it 
would  be  ftrangc  indeed  if  they  did  not  object  to  a  bill  which  tends 
to  the  immediate  deftruif^ion  of  their  trade,  the  annihilation  of  their 
fortunes,  and  jxiflibly  the  lofs  of  the   liberty  of  their  perfons.      I 
confider  their  objedions  as  pointed  againft  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  the  bill.     Another  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  think  that 
the  unpopularity  of  the  meafure  is  no  argument  againft  it.     He 
feems  rather  to  think  it  an  argument  in  its  favour  ;  for  he  fays,  he 
believes  that  the  people  would  not  cry  out  againft  it  unlefs  they 
thought  it  a  meafure  effe(5>ual  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  large  fum 
of  money.     That  honourable  gentleman  feems  to  think  the  objec- 
tions of  the  public  unrcafonable  in  this  particular.      I  underftand 
he  is  connected  with  commerce  himfelf,  and  I  therefore  appeal  to 
him,  whether  he  would  not  himfelf  claim  the  privilege  of  complain- 
ing, at  Icaft,  if  a  demand  were  made  upon  him  for  nioney  which  he 
felt  he  could  not  pay  ;  and  which  by  the  theory  of  our  conftilution, 
he  was  not  bound  to  pay  without  his  own  confcnt  r      Such  is  the 
cafe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Weftminftcr,  and  fo  have  they 
inftrufled  me  to  ftate  it. 

It  is  afl^cd,  what  objediion  can  be  ftatcd  to  the  raifing  part  of 
our  fupplies  within  the  year  ?  To  that  I  muft  give,  fliortly,  a 
conditional  anfwer :  If  any  man  could  (h«w  me  (the  poflibility  of 
which  I  doubt)  any  means  of  raifing  a  large  fupply  within  the  year, 
without  a  difadvantagc  which  would  over- balance  it,  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  comply.  But  here  I  muft  paufe  a  while,  and  confider  the 
progrefs  of  the  prefent  war.  We  are  now  called  upon  by  this  mea- 
fure not  to  burden  our  pofterity,  but  to  ftand  the  brunt  in  our  own 
perfons.  This,  under  certain  circumftances,  might  be  very  pni* 
dent ;  generous  it  certainly  would  be  \  but  I  think  it  comes  with  a 
very  ill  ^race  from  thofe  who  have  contributed  fo  mucl^  already  to 
the  hurdct^s  to  be  transferred  to  fuch  pofterity.  It  comes  from  thofe 
who  «  ave  purfu;:d  a  plan  ^hich  tends  to  burden  our  pofterity  fo 
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jDuchi  that  they  are  afraid  of  purfuing  it  any  longer ;  and  now  mod 
generouflyy  when  they  arc  abfolutcly  under  the  necefTity  of  flopping, 
they  turn  round  and  call  upon  us  to  bear  an  intolerable  burden  in 
order  to  fupporr  their  meafures.     This  plan  proceeds  from  abfolute 
neceflity,  not  from  any  tenderncfs  felt  for  thofe  who  arc  to  come  after 
us;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  its  public  fpirit  will  not  be  much 
refpe£ied  in  the  world.      If  there  was  any  period  (and  I  am  now 
be^ng  the  queflion,  merely  for  the  fake  of  proceeding  in  the  argu- 
inentjy  but  if  there  had  been  any  period  in  v/hichfuch  a  meafurcas 
this  could  have  been  well  timed,  it  was  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  proceeded  upon  fomething 
like  ity  as  far  as  it  can  be  coniidered  as  a  plan  to  diminifli  future  bur- 
dens, immediately  after  the  Spani(h  armament.  Why  not  produce  this 
plan  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  ?     Why !    becaufe  it  wis 
neceflfary  to  delude  this  Houfc !  becaufe  it  was  necefTary  to  delude 
the  people  of  this  c6untry  !  becaufe  it  was  ncceflary  for  the  purpofrs 
iwhich  the  Minifter  had  then  in  view  to  treat  vou  all  like  children ! 
This  was  the  reafon  why  this  plan  was  not  at  6rft  adopted.     If  it 
had,  the  delufion  would  haive  been  over,  and  the  people  would  have 
feen  thi^  abyfs  to  which  the  Minifler  was  difpofed  to  lead  them. 
No !  that  would  not  fuit  his  purpofe.       The  people  would  have 
revolted  at  a  fyftcm  fo  developed.     So  well  aware  was  he  of  this, 
that  in  an  early  ftage  of  thiscortteft,  he  advifcd  His  Majefly  to  tell 
his  Parliament  it  was  agreat  confolation  to  him,  that  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  jufl:  and  neceffary  war,  tliere  need  not  be  impofed  upon 
his  people  very  heavy  and  opprefllve  burdens.     Why  did  he  nc^t 
then  come  forward  with  the  patriotic  principle  which  he  now  af- 
fumes  ?     Why  !  becaufe  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  delude  you,  to 
gain  your  affent  to  enter  into  the  contcfl,  by  telling  you  the  burden 
would  be  light  ;  and  now  that  you  are  involved  in  all  its  difficul- 
ties, and  when  he  tells  you  you  cannot  retire  with  honour,  he  comes 
with   this   impofl,  which  would  have  been  too  abominable  at  the 
onfet,  but  which  he  now  means  to  pafs  in  the  defperacion  of  your 
affairs. 

Although  no  great  friend  to  novel  fyftcms  of  finance,  I  am  ready 
to  fay,  that  any  thing  which  is  new  ought  to  be  adopted,  provided 
it  appears  to  be  wife  ;  but  I  am  ready  to  confefs  alfo,  that  I  have 
never  heard  of  a  better  fyftcm  for  Taifing  money  in  times  of  great 
difficulty  than  that  of  the  funding  fyflem.  It  is  not  the  bufine(s  of 
this  day  to  difcufs  that  fubjedt.  It  is  more  immediately  the  qucf- 
tion  before  us,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  {»refent  meafurc,  fuppofiif 
us  to  difregard  the  funding  fyftem  altogether.  I  conceive  this  to  be 
iQtended  as  a  tax  on  the  income  of  each  individual|  as  woU  as  it 
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can  be  afccitained.  It  moft  therefore  be  the  m(h  of  the  Minifter 
to  learn  the  amount  of  the  income  of  each  individual  in  the  na- 
tion ;  this  he  propofes  to  do  by  examining  the  prcfent  aflfeflment. 
If  it  be  not  a  tax  on  income,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  what  it  is. 
Indeed  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  coniiders  it 
not  as  a  tax  upon  income,  but  a  tax  upon  property  ;  and  calls  upon 
all  thofc  who  approve  of  that  principle  to  fupport  it,  ftying,  that 
the  oppofitfon  to  it  proceeds  from  a  mifapprehenfion  of  its  nature* 
Taking  it  then  in  the  general  view,  as  a  tax  upon  property,  accord- 
ing to  the  expreflions  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  I  am  led 
to  examine  its  nature.  I  certainly  do  think  that  in  that  view  it  is 
a  tax  of  a  very  dangerous  defer)  ption.  A  tax  upon  property  muft 
cither  arife  from,  land,  from  money  in  the  funds,  or  from  commer- 
cial gains.  What  would  be  the  fair  way  of  viewing  cither  of  thefe 
three  fpecies  of  property  ?  I  confider  all  thofe  purfuits  in  life 
which  are  very  juftly  denominated  profeflions,  under  the  head  of 
commercial  gains.  Thefe  being  the  diflerent  denominations  of' 
property,  let  us  examine  the  principle  of  this  bill  as  it  applies  to 
each.  Would  you  tax  the  land  proprietor  by  a  dire£l  impod  ?  No, 
it  is  not  attempted.  Would  you  tax  the  property  of  the  fund-hol- 
der ?  No,  no  Miniflcr  has  yet  been  either  blind  or  abandoned 
enough  to  attempt  it.  The  annuities  on  the  funds  have  been  fe» 
cured  from  year  to  year,  and  Parliament  ilands  pledged  not  to  touch 
that  property  with  taxation.  So  ftands  the  law.  But  this  bill 
will  tax  indirefily  that  which  no  Minifter  has  yet  dared  to  tax  in  a 
diredl  manner.  It  has  been  faid  that  our  funding  fyftem  has  con* 
tributed  to  preferve  the  efFe<9s  of  our  revolution,  to  preferve  the  in-  • 
terefts,  and  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  this  country,  to  enable  us  to  thwart ' 
the  ambitious  views  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.  See  whether  this 
plan  does  or  does  not  tend  to  the  diminution  of  the  value  of  that 
fecurity.  I  am  fure  it  is  underftood  by  my  conftituents,  not  only 
likely  to  affedt  fuch  fecurity,  but  alfo  all  their  commercial  interefts. 
Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inAance,  that  two  gentlemen  of  equal  fortune 
fetting  out  in  life,  the  one  of  them  /^ith  his  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
laying  it  out  upon  mortgage,  and  Uving  upon  the  intereft  of  his 
money,  which  would  be  500I.  per  annum  ;  you  would  tax  hi  mi  ac- 
cording to  the  principle  of  this  bill,  for  that  income,  and  no  more  ; 
fuppofe  the  fecond  applies  his  io,oool.  in  commerce,  and  it  pro- 
duces to  him  I  oool.  per  annum,  you  will  tax  him  at  the  vate  of 
I  oool.  a  year.  What  is  the  reafon  of  this  difference  ?  They  xre  both 
equal  in  point  of  real  property.  But  as  you  make  income  the 
baiis  of  your  taxation,  you  impofe  upon  diligence,  upon  a6Uvity, 
and  upon  indufbyj  double  the  weight  which  you  lay  upon  him  who 
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chyfes  to  repofe  indolently  and  (upinely  upon  tKe  pfodticeof  his  ca- 
pital. It.  is  thus  you  propofe  to  prefervein  men  that  fpirit  by  which 
this  country  has  been  dt(lingui(bed  from  other  nations.     Idlencft 
is    favoured,  diligence  difcouraged.     A   principle    fo    deteftablc, 
that  I  could  not  have  conceived  it  poflTible  to  enter  into  the  mind  of 
any  man  acquainted  with  the  fprings  of  human  adion.     You  all 
this,  in  another  view,  a  tax  upon  luxury.    Is  a  houfe  a  luxury  ?  In 
the  cafe  of  a  multitude  of  my  conflituents,  it  neither  is  nor  can  be 
faconHdcred.     You  fay  that  where  a  man  contributes  largely  to  die 
payment  of  aflfefled  taxes,  he  gives  evidence  of  wealth.     What  you 
confider  as  evidences  of  his  wealth  are  nothing  mare  than  the  imple* 
ments  of  .the  trade  by  which  he  exifis.     There  are  many,  efpecially 
among  my  conftituents,  whofe  conftant  cuftom  it  is  to  let  lodgings. 
They  are  objects  of  the  prefent  bill.      I  know  you  may  fay,  I  dare 
fay  you  will,  that  they  (hall  be  relieved  by  proviiions,  which  are  to 
be  adopted  in  the  Committee.     You  pretend  to  fomcthing  like  a 
proviiion  to  thofe  who  let  furnifhed  houfes.     Let  us  fuppofe  that  a 
tradefman  who  pays  a  great  rent  for  his  houfe,  fuch  as  would  induce 
you,  by  the  prefent  plan,  to  confider  him  as  a  man  of  loool.  a  year 
income;  his  next  door  neighbour  may  be  a  private  gentleman, 
whofe  real  income  is  2000I.  a  year,  but  who,  by  choice  or  accident, 
inhabits  a  houfe  of  much  inferior  value ;  he  will,  by  this  tax,  have 
a  lighter  impofi  than  the  tradefman.     That  is  only  one  of  the  fob- 
joSts  of  complaint  againd  thi^bill.  With  refpc6t  to  thofe  who  have 
roady  furnifhed  houfes,  I  underiland  they  will  be  Uable  to  the  full 
extent  of  this  tax,  and  that  whether  they  be  tradefmen  or  gentlemen, 
the  one  living  upon  a  certain,  the  other  upon  an  uncertain  income, 
will  make  no  difference  ;  whereas  it  is  mo(^  clear  and  manifeft  that 
th^  one  lives  upon  a  fortune,  the  amount  of  which  he  knows,  and 
the  other  embarks  the  little  capital  he  is  able  to  colled  in  order  to 
furnifh  a  houfe,  and  to  take  the  chance  of  fubfifting  upon  the  fraits 
of  it.     I  (hould  like  to  be  made  acquainted  with  the  jufticc  and 
the  equity  of  a  biU  which  confounds  the  diftindicn  between  tbcfe 
Cfifes.     I  am  told,  indeed,  that  with  regard  to  thofe  who  take  fur- 
niflied  houfes  from  their  landlords,  the  occupiers  are  made  anfwer*- 
aMe  to  Government  for  this  affeflTment,  but  that,  under  certain  mo> 
difications,  they  are  to  call  on  their  landlords  to  defray  the  cxpcoce 
of  it,  which  if  the  landlord  refufes  to  pay,  they  are  permitted  to  n> 
cOver  by  means  of  an  action  at  law.     A  very  pleafant,  a  very  cer- 
tain, and  a  very  coiKife  remedy,  efpecially  as  it  may  frequcndy  hap- 
^pcnthat  the  landlord  may  not  be  forthcoining  to  anlwer  tbis  exigency 
of  the  State,  but  who  may  very  l^Uy  empower  another  perfon  to 
xcivQ  his  rent.     I  know  ti^aK  remedies  may  be  infecltd  ia  the  pie« 
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lent  bill  to  proteA  thofe  vfao  let  lodgings  in  ttoufes  famllhed  bjr' 
Ihonfelvcs.     I  dare  fay  they  will  be  much  of  the  fame  complexioii 
with  that  relief  which  is  offered  to  thofe  who  take  furnifhed  houfes, 
and  it  will  have  much  the  fame  efficacy.     But  to  try  the  merits  of 
this  bill  by  another  teft — If  you  think  horfes,  or  dogs,  or  male  fcr- 
vants,  fair  teAs  of  opulence,   in  God's   name  how  can  any  houfe* 
keeper  in  Wcftminftcr  or  London>  or  the  borough  of  Southwark,  or 
any  other  confiderable  town,  be  fairly  afTelTed  ?      Is  it  pofTible  to 
take  any  fuch  criterion  as  the  teft  of  wealth  in  a  populous  place  ? 
It  is  quire  impoHible  that  it  (hould  enter  into  the  mind  of  any  man 
w*ho  governs  his  decifions  by  reafcn  to  think  fo  ;  and  I  am  quite 
furprize<l  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hould*  have  taken 
advice  fo  grofs  as  that  which  leads  him  to  blunder  upon  the  prefent  ^ 
bill.     He  fays    ^'  here  are  horfes,  they  arc  to  be  conAdcrcd  as  arti- 
cles of  luxury."     They  are  fo,  generally  fpeaking,  to  Members  of 
this  Houfc,  to  which,  however,  there  are  fome  exceptions.     They 
are  by  no  means  to  be  confidered  as  articles  of  luxury  to  merchants, 
or  to  traders  whofe  bufineflfes  are  confiderable  or  extenfive,  for  many 
of  them  necrirarliy  employ  riders  in  the  courfe  of  their  commercial 
dealings.     There  are  many  others  to  whom  horfes  are  abfolutely 
neceflfary.     Medical  men,  who  are  compelled  to  go  from  place  to 
place  in  the  courfe  of  their  profeflTion,  have  occafion  for  horfes  ;  as 
well  as  many  others  whofe  cafes  it  is  not  neceffary  for  me  to  mention. 
I  fay,  therefore,  that  this  bill  proceeds  upon  a  principle  which,  in 
evenr  view  of  it,  is  vicious  as  far  as  I  have  hitherto  confidered  it. 
But  this  is  not  all,  your  called  upon  to  regulate  your  future  exadions, 
noi  by  the  future  prudence  of  men,  which  would  be  a  fair  rule  of  im- 
poft  in  certain  cafes ;  but  by  the  moft  unjuft,  the  moft  unreafonable, 
thc'nioft  iniquitous  rule  that  can  be  poflfibly  adopted-— that  of  the 
pift  expenditure  of  men.     A  man  may  have  lived  improvidently  or 
imprudently,  but  who  from  experience  finds  it  wife  to  contract  his 
expences.     By  this  bill  you  allow  him  no  chance  of  retrieving  his 
fortune  by  that  prudence  which  is  the  eflled  of  his  experience.     You 
do  not  allow  a  man  the  benefit  which  ought  to  be  the  refult  of  a 
loog  and  prudent  life.     Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that  a  man  who 
by  his  induftry  and  frugality  in  life,  or  who  is  poflfeffed  of  a  compe- 
tent fortune  from  his  parents,  refiding  in  the  country,  (hould  wi(I| 
to  come  to  London  for  a  feaibn  with  his  family  t  from  the  (hort 
Aay  he  intends  to  make,  it  may  not  poflibly  be  a  great  objed  with 
him  what  his  expences  are.     He  wifhes  to  (hew  his   wife  and 
daughteiB  the  gaiety  of  the  town ;  heconduds  them  to  places  of  public 
amufcmeDC^  and  determines  to  retire  into  the  country  again  to  enjoy 
hU  xinal  aonifeaiem.     This  he  might  h»v«  done  at  any  time  pre'^ 
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vious  to  this  billy  without  any  other  expence  than  fuch  as  he  ex- 
peded  to  attend  his  excurfion  to,  flay  in,  and  return  from,  the 
metropolis.  But  if  he  take  fuch  an  excurfion  in  the  year  1797^ 
woe  be  to  him,  to  his  wife,  to  his  children,  and  to  all  thofe  who 
are  moft  dear  to  him  ;  for  he  is  to  pay,  not  only  for  the  expence 
of  that  excurfion,  but  the  expences  of  that  excurfion  are  to  be 
eftimated  according  to  the  afleflrnent  which  is  made  upon  him  in 
that  day  of  his  levity,  and  is  to  be  called  the  teft  by  which  his 
ability  to  ferve  the  (late  is  to  be  eflimated.  This  is  faid^  I  know 
it  is  only  to  be  a  temporary  roeafure.  It  would  be  extravagant 
to  confider  it  as  an  impofl  for  life.  Upon  that  a  word  or  two  bj 
and  by.  I  fay  he  is  fettled  by  this  with  a  lai^e,  a  heavy,  an  enor- 
mous, an  unjufl,  an  inequitable  impofl.  This  mode  of  calling 
upon  men  for  future  exertions  in  the  fervlce  of  the  flate,  rs  too  ini- 
quitous to  bear  the  teft  of  one  moment  s  refleftlon. 

This  priQciple  of  injuflice  reminds  me  of  the  illuftratton  which 
Sterne  gives  of  the  violent  extortion  of  the  ancient  Government 
of  France.  The  cafe  is  exactly  in  point.  When  at  Lyons, 
Yorick  refolved  to  change  his  mode  of  travelling,  and  fail  down 
the  Rhone,  inftead  of  going  poft.  The  poftmafter,  however,  ap- 
plied to  him  for  fix  livrcs  fix  fous,  as  the  price  of  the  next  poft. 
**  But  I  do  not  intend  to  travel  poft,"  faid  Yorick.  "  You  may, 
if  you  pleafc,"  replied  the  poftmafter.  "  But  I  do  not  pleafe," 
faid  Yorick : — **  I  mean  to  go  by  water."  **  That  is  no  matter,*' 
faid  the  poftmafter  :-t-<'  you  muft  pay  for  the  next  poft,  whether 
you  have  changed  your  mind  or  not  J'  And,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  here 
the  word  principle  ox  fpirit  was  ufed,  as  they  arc  always  ufcd,  to 
fanftify  injuftice ;  for,  fays  the  poftmafter—"  The  fpirit  of  the 
impoft  is,  that  the  grand  monarque  fliall  not  fufter  by  your  fcilt- 

Chai]ged  he  was,  and  obliged  to  pay.  So  it  is  with  the  prefent 
tax  ;  for  all  the  people  who  have  paid  aflTefTments  in  this  country, 
are  called  upon  for  great  and  additional  afleflments,  which  they 
muft  pay,  or  which  muft  rather  be  wrefted  from  them  by  diftrain- 
ing  upon  their  goods,  ;)ot  upon  a  computation  of  their  future  aU- 
lity,  nor  in  profped  of  their  future  views,  but  in  confequence  of 
their  former  expenditure,  whether  wifely  or  imprudently  occafion- 
ed«— By  this  plan  it  is  in  vain  that  a  man's  prudence  is  eaHed  in 
to  regulate  his  circumftances.  Let  us  confider  this  as  applicable 
to  perfons  in  trade,  as  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  who  poflefs  perma- 
nent and  fpccific  incomes.  A  man  in  trade  may  fay,  that  the  laft 
year  was  a  good  one,  and  therefore  he  kept  his  one-horfe  chaife^ 
^ut  whether  he  (hould  continue  it^  muft  depend  upon  circumftances; 
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that  he  governed  his  expenditure,  prudently,  by  the  fluftuation  of 
his  circumftances,  and  therefore  if  his  trade  was  worfe  this  year 
than  it  was  the  laft,  he  would  fee  afide  his  one-horfe  chaifc  and 
many  other  conveniences. — But  by»thc  principVc  of  this  bill,  you 
do  not  allow  him  to  do  fo,  and  you  add  a  mockery  and  infult  to 
an  injury,  by  telling  him  that  you  will  call  upon  him  to  fupport 
the  exigencies  of  the  ftatc  according  to  his  eftablifhmcnt,  as  appears 
by  a  former  affeffmcnt,  and  you  tell  him  that  he  (hall  pay  hereafter 
triple  what  he  formerly  did,  and  this  you  intend  as  a  compliment 
to  his  growing  wealth  as  a  tradefman.  But  it  feems  there  is  to  be 
fome  relief  in  this  bill  to  thofc  who  arc  over  rated.  Thev  are  to 
have  abatements  in  proportion ,  as  they  prove  they  are  alfefled  be- 
yond their  income.  But  how  is  this  abatement  to  take  place  ? — 
By  the  difclofurc  of  all  the  private  affairs  of  a  man  in  trade.  A 
mode  of  relief  which,  if  it  dcfervcs  the  name,  is  as  intolerable  as 
the  grievance.  Take  any  tradefman,  a  watch-maker  for  inftanc^, 
he  would  tell  you  that  his'  income,  prior  to  the  laft  import  upm 
watches,  was  much  fupcrior  to  what  it  is  now.  That  muft  be  the 
cafe  with  every  other  m.an  in  trade,  efpecially  as  be  does  not  know 
how  he  may  be  taxed  hereafter.  I  am  the  more  fupported  in  this 
part  of  my  argument,  when  I  refer  to  the  future  profpc6ls  of  the 
minirter,  for  he  tells  us  that  a  very  confiderable  part  of  the  Ways 
and  Means  arc  yet  to  come.  How  therefore  Is  it  poflible  for  a 
tradefman,  without  knowing  what  the  future  fubjedls  of  taxation 
are  to  b<,  can  guefs  at  his  future  income?  Under  fuch  conlidcra- 
cions,  the  iJca  of  calling  upon  a  tradefman  to  guefs  at  his  future 
income  is  the  mort  horribly  unjuft  proceeding  that  ever  could  be 
devifed  by  any  minifter  of  liate. 

It  is  liatcd  by  a  noble  lord,  that  this  tax  will  neceffarilv  fall 
heavy  upon  the  middling  clafs,  becaufcs  generally  fpcjking,  they 
confumc  articles  which  partake  of  the  double  quality  of  luxuries  of 
life  and  ncceifaries.  To  which  I  murt  anfwer,  that  it  is  a  great 
grievance  to  any  clafs  of  men,  particularly  fo  to  thofc  whofe  in- 
comes arc  limited  to  a  certain  amount,  not  to  have  the  benefit 
which  generally  arifes  from  a  prudent  diminution  of  cxpcnccs.  It 
is  allowing  them  no  advantage  frorn  any  economy  they  might  be 
difpofed  to  adopt,  and  it  is  expofing  them,  notwithrtanding  all  dif«- 
pofition  to  economy,  to  utter  ruin. 

It  is  not  what  the  tradefman  will  have  to  pay  to  the  afleflVnent 
in  dired  contribution,  but  what  he  will  have  to  fuiFer  in  diminiflicd 
trade ;  for,  by  the  attack  on  ail  the  claffcs  of  gentlemen,  you  drive 
them  to  privations  which  are  ruinous  to  trade.  1  hey  may  econo- 
xnife  \  they  may  drink  lefs  wine  ;    they  may  indulge  lefs  19  d)e 
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comforts  that  are  particularly  dear  or  habitual  to  them ;  but  thi» 
evil,  great  though  it  is,  is  little  in  comparifen  of  the  mifchief  it 
will  do  to  trade.  It  will  however,  introduce  new  manners  and 
habits  among  us  ;  and  I  will  fairly  fay,  that  I  am  not  for  con- 
founding the  ranks  of  focicty.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  with  which 
this  meafure  is  pregnant.— No  a£t  of  the  Dirc(ftory  ever  did  b 
much  to  confound  the  ranks  of  mankind  as  this  meafure  will  do. 
It  will,  out  of  the  race  of  gentlemen,  create  two  orders,  princes 
and  beggars.  All  the  body  of  middle  gentlemen  will  be  reduced 
to  beggary,  for  it  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  it  is  to  be  confidercd  as  a 
fingle  or  a  folitary  exertion. — It  is  announced-ibr  two  years  and  a 
quarter,  but  who  will  fay  that  it  is  to  clofe  there }  Who  will  faj 
that  we  have  any  near  profpeA  of  peace,  or  that  this  is  likely  to 
give  us  a  peace  ?  A  tenth  of  the  income  is  the  nominal  amount  of 
the  afleiTment.  But  in  this,  the  aflcflfment  is  proporlbned  in 
name,  not  an  fubftance,  and  there  is  no  equality  in  its  burden 
on  the  people.  The  gentleman  of  i  oool.  a  year,  for  inftancc, 
who  has  to  pay  lool.  a  year,  is  much  more  fevcrely  taxed  than 
the  man  of  io,oool.  a  year,  who  has  to  pay  loool.  A  very 
little  refledion  will  prove  to  gentlemen  that  the  one  cafe  is  infi- 
nitely more  fevere  than  the  other.  But  whatever  may  be  the  hard- 
ihips  which  it  may  bring  on  gentlemen,  they  are  nothing,  I  repeat 
it,  in  Gomparifon  of  its  effects  on  the  commercial  part  of  the  com- 
munity. To  gentlemen  it  may  operate  to  retrenchment  and  to  the 
privation  of  indulgencies,  but  to  the  trader  it  is  ruin.  The  often- 
tation  of  the  bed  race  of  gentlemen  may  fubfide,  and  the  young 
men  may  be  taught  more  prudent  habits ;  but  this  very  retrench- 
ment will  be  fatal  to  /trade,  and  fatal  alfo  to  the  exiting  revenue. 
Commercial  people  have  no  refuge.  They  cannot  retrench,  for 
they  do  not  now  irniulge.  By  every  amount  which  I  have  been 
able  to  colledt ;  by  the  report  of  every  perfon  whom  I  have  feen ; 
and  by  the  whole  tenor  of  the  meetings  of  my  conftituents,  I  find 
tliat  men  of  all  defcriptions,  and  whatever  be  their  party  fcclii^, 
unite  in  abhorrence  of  the  principle  and  tendency  of  this  bill. 
They  all  objeft  to  the  principle,  becaufe  the  Affeffcd  Taxes  arc 
not  merely  a  juft  criterion  of  wealth,  but  the  word  and  moft  falla- 
cious that  could  be  devifed— for  in  every  part  of  this  metropolis, 
fo  fatal  has  been  the  difaOrous  war  in  which  we  are  involved,  that 
the  Aflcffed  Taxes  are  now  with  the  greated  difficulty  cdtefied. 
They  are  either  in  arrears,  or  poi^poned,  or  the  goods  of  the  un- 
happy perfons  are  regularly  diftrained ;  and  they  all  unite  in  decla- 
ring, not  merely  againft  the  inexpediency,  but  againd  the  total  im- 
IHra^icability  of  forcing  the  xeceipt.     Thbis  not  the  opinion .9^ 
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one  difiri^^  or  of  one  par^,  but  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  every 
part  of  the  fGoplc  who  have  had  time  to  exan)ine  the  proviiions 
of  the  bill ;  aqd  really  it  will  be  a  Angular  thing,  if  the  Houfe 
(hould  oppofe  themfelves  to  the  univerfal  voice  of  the  kingdom. 
Gentlemen  feem  to  fbiget  that  we  affe^Et  at  lead  to  call  ourfelves 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people.  I  know-  that  we  are  no  fucb 
thing,  but  we  afFe£t  to  call  ourfelves  fo.— Yet  in  this  Houfe,  only 
fifteen  gentlemen  could  be  found  to  vote  againft  a  meafure  upon 
which,  out  of  that  Houfe,  there  was  not  merely  a  majocityi  but 
an  unanimity  of  dilfent.  Minifters,  in  this  inftance,  cannot  plead 
their  ufual  fubterfuge,  that  it  is  the  mere  cry  of  a  party.  It  is  no 
fuch  thing.  Unanimous  difapprobation  has  come  from  the  mod 
extraordinary  places.  Even  the  Common  Council  has  been  una- 
niroous.  There  are  but  two  forts  of  reprefentation,  adual  and 
virtual.  You  cannot  pretend  to  call  yourfelves  the  a^ual  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  people,  but  you  fay  you  are  the  virtual — Prove 
yourfelves  fo,  then,  by  obeying  their  united  voice,  I  hope  and 
trud  that  you  will  come  round,  and  (hew  yourfelves,  in  fomc  de- 
gree, entitled  to  the  name  of  virtual  reprefentatives.  I  will  fair- 
ly tell  you,  that- even  if  you  were  to  do  fo,  I  fltoold  not  oonfider 
it  as  a  fufiicient  proof  that  you  are  even  the  true  victual  reprefenta- 
tives of  the  people,  unlefs  I  fee  you  alfo  fyinpathize  with  the 
people.  You  muft  make  common  caufe  with  theip.  You  nmft 
invite  them  to  facrifices  by  your  own  e;carople-r— ^You  muft  lead 
the  way.  I  remember  an  honourable  member,  now  no  more,' 
who  had  the  happy  art  of  mixing  argument  with  pleafamtry,  in  a  way  • 
that  was  never  excelled.  Mr.  Burke  illuftrated  tins'  principle  by  a 
ftory  very  much  in  point.  A  French  regiment,  in  fpeaking  of  ai^ 
oU  colonel  whom  they  had  loft,  and  of  a  new  o^  that  had  fuc-* 
ceeded  him»  extolled  the  firft  to  the  (kies — '^  What  particular  rea- 
fon  have  you  for  your  ardent  affedion  for  the  old  ccdonel,  rather 
dian  the  new?"  faid  a  perfon  to  them.  ^*  We  have  no  other 
reafon,  faid  they,  than  this — the  old  colonel  always  faid,  Allons^ 
mes  fn/ans  !  The  new  colonel  fays,  AlleXy  mes  enfans  !"  This  was, 
indeed,  a  ftriking  contraft ;  and  juft  in  this  m.9nner,  I  aver,  we 
ought  to  Z&,  towards  the  people.  We  ought  not  to  fay  to  them» 
".  Gci  make  Jac'rifice$  I" — but,  "  Lei  us  make  facrifices."  To 
roafe  the  energy  of  the  people,  let  us  hear  of  the  facr\^ccs  of  the 
crown.  It  is  from  the  higheft  place  that  the  example. ought  to  be 
given.     It  will  ai^mate  and  cheer  the  heart  of  the  kingdom : 


'^  Solamen  miferis  focios  habuifTe  laborum.'* 

When  men  are  called  on  to  give  up  their  pleafures^  whatever 
Vot.  IV.  3L 
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they  may  be,  whether  of  horfes  or  gardens,  it  is  but  reafonable 
that  they  (hould  fee  the  Crown  participating  in  the  facrificc.  But 
when,  inftead  of  this,  we  fee  only  that  new  patronage  is  to  be  ob- 
tained out  of  the  levying  of  1 4  millions  in  this  way,  we  mud 
feel  that  thefe  are  bad  fymptoms,  and  that  there  is  no  common 
Oiufe  in  the  eicertions  we  are  called  upon  to  make  ;  and  we  are 
made  to  believe  that  there  is  fomething  in  this  war,  which  makes 
it  unfit  for  all  fuch  examples  to  be  given. 

A  right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  fays,  that  expen- 
diture will  not  be  diminiflied  on  account  of  this  tax — it  will  only 
change  hands — great  fums  will  be  wanted,  he  fays,  to  clothe  and 
to  maintain  the  army.  I  wi(h  the  Houfe  to  remark  the  expref- 
lion — I  certainly  believe  him — great  fums  will  go  to  the  army.  But 
is  that  >any  confolation  to  me  ?  If  200I.  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
my  pocket,  what  care  I  to  whom  it  is  to  be  paid  ?  but  this  very 
argument  is,  and  ought  to  be,  an  objed  of  juft  and  ferious  alarm  to 
the  nation  ;  for  while  thefe  enorhious  fums  are  to  be  paid  into  the 
hands  of  Government,  it  becomes  almoft  the  fole  confumer.  Let 
us  examine  the  fad.  One  tenth  of  the  expenditure  of  the  whole 
kingdom  is  eftimated  at  7  millions.  That  makes  the  total  ex- 
penditure/o  millions ;  but,  perhaps,' as  this  is  not  thejud  teft, 
and  that  there  may  be.evafion,  the  total  expenditure  maybe 
ioo,OQC,oool.'  On  this  ground,  it  appears  that  the  public  ex- 
penditure has  been  between  30  and  40,000,000!.  a  year  during 
this  war.  If  then  it  be  true  that  the  expences  of  the  war  are  fd 
cflential  to  revenue,  what  a  ptofpcd  for  us  when  this  fourcc  of 
revenue  (hall  be  cut  off!  the  honourable  gentleman,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  a  pledge,  is  extremely  dcfirous  of  overlooking  and  explain- 
ing away  his  own.  He  is  not  willing  to  remember  the  ennphatical 
pledge  that  he  gave,  never  to  make  peace  with  the  Jacobin  Go- 
vemrhent  of  Fran:c.  What  can  we  expcdt  from  men  who  have, 
through  the  whole  of  the  war,  (hrunk  from  every  pledge  they 
h»ve  ever  given  ?  It  is  only  by  their  removal  that  the  nation  can 
be  faved  from  its  prefent  perilous  (ituation.  They  are  cither  fools 
or  hypocrites  who  Uttempt  to  fcpar;itc  miniftcrs  from  their  mcafures, 
or  aiBt^d  to  think  thit  our  affairs  can  be  retrieved  in  their  hnnds. 
The  country  muft  take  its  fat«,  if  they  arc  fo  dull  of  intelled,  or 
fo  infatuated,  as  to  conceive  that  they'  can  be  refoued  from  their 
plefent  iituation'  by  the  imbecility  that  brought  them  into  it.  We 
are  called  upon  to  rh^ke  this  dreadful  facrificc  in  order  to  terrify 
France!  We  are  to  give  up  ^,ooo,oool.  in  one  year,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  our  other  burdens,  to  fliew  to  France,  that  we  have, 
What  their  poet  calls  Venikarras  dis  richeffis.     Terrify  France! 

1  * 
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Whaty  by  (hewing  that  wc  are  forced  to  abandon  the  funded  fyf^ 
tem,  which  has  fupported  us  through  fo  many  difficulties,  becaufe 
we  dare  no  longer  perfiit  in  it  ?  Terrify  France — by  an  exadlion 
which  will  not  be  paid — which  will  convulfe  the  country  from  one 
end  to  the  other-^-or  which,  if  it  were  pofliblc  to  harbour  the  fran- 
tic idea  of  its  poflibility,  would  certainly  paralyze  all  our  fytnre 
operations,  and  lay  us  helplefs  at  their  feet !  but  is  it  not  too  mudi 
to  call  for  unanimity  in  the  farthef  profecution  of  this  war  ?  They 
whofe  incapacity  has  been  proved  by  a  feries  of  the  moft  unvaried 
difafters,  call  for  unanimity !  Can  their  late  a6ls,  their  perfecu- 
tions,  their  violences  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  ftill  more  fo 
in  Ireland,  delude  the  people  of  France  into  an  idea  that  they  have 
the  hearts  of  the  country  with  them  ?  Take  the  convcrfc  of  the 
propofition.  Would  not  the  minifters  of  the  Crown  deride  a  de« 
daration  from  the  Dire£iory,  in  which,  if  a  La  Vendee  was  flill 
raging  in  France  or  Ireland  now,  they  Aill  talked  of  polTefling  the 
unanimous  fentiments  of  the  people  r  The  treatment  of  Ireland 
was  fuch  as  to  harrow  up  the  4[>ul — it  was  (hocking  to  the  heart, 
to  think  that  a  nation  of  brothers  was  thus  to  be  trampled  on  like 
the  moft  remote  colony  of  conquered  ft  rangers  ;  and  it  was  mon- 
ftrous  to  hear  the  Minifter  talk  of  wielding  Ireland  as  a  weapon  of 
force— Ireland,  which  he  was  now  holding  under  a  military  hand ! 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  takes  it  amifs  that  my  honourable 
friend  (hould  fay,  that  the  whole  contcft  is  about  nine  or  ten  worth- 
lefs  men,  who  are  our  miniflers  :  and  yet,  can  any  man  queftion  the 
truth  of  the  aflertion  who  has  obfcrved  their  manners  ?  During 
the  whole  courfe  of  our  misfortunes  they  have  not  failed  in  their 
fole  undivided  objc£t — in  amafling  for  themfelvcs  and  followers. 
Places,  Penlions,  Peerages,  and  Honours.  But  what  is  the  true 
and  only  ground  of  unanimity  }  In  the  fupportof  a  Minifter,  con- 
fidence in  the  reditude  of  his  fyfiem,  and  in  his  capacity  for  car- 
rying it  into  cifcdt.  Can  they  expe£l  this  unanimity  ?  Review 
their  grounds  of  the  war,  the  Scheldt,  Flanders,  the  Decree  of 
the  1 9th  of  November,  &c.  have  thvy  not  given  up  every  one  of 
tbefe  motives,  as  well  as  all  that  followed  them?  and  their  talents 
were  now  employed  in  explaining  away  the  declarations  they  had  . 
made.  They  could  not,  however,  fo  eafily  explain  away  the  quo- 
tation that  they  made  from  Virgil.    At  ftood  un  record : 

pot u it  qviae  pllftima  virtus 

EfTc  fuit,  toto  cercatum  ell  corpore  regni* 

They  firft  held  out   to  us  the  tempting  occafion  of  attacking 
France,,  united  with  all  Europe.     Year   after  year  their  objcdt. 
changed,  as  well  as  their  temptation*— the  brink  of  bankruptcy — 
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rained  finances — diftradcd  country — reign  of  terror  infupportable 
*— reign  of  terror  at  an  end,  and  confequcntly  the  vigour  it  created 
— >-- all  in  their  turn  were  the  baits  they  held  out,  and  ally  as  diey 
failed,  made  way  for  new  delulions.     Every  thing  was  to  be  ef- 
fedted  by  our  allies  ;  aind  accordingly  four  millions  one  year,  two 
millions  another,  and  two  millions  fcnt  by  flealth  in  the  third,  were 
declared  to  he  the  cheapeft  way  of  carrying  on  the  war.     Now  we 
are  cut  off  from  this  cheap  mode  of  defence.      I  was  alarmed  for 
the  confequence,  fince,  being  cut  ofF  from  this  cheapeft  mode,  I 
feared  we  mud  be  forced  to  take  more  extravagant  means ;  but 
here  I  was  happily  difappointed  ;  for  this  relief  from  the  Emperor 
has  been  accompanied  by  lowering  our  army  and  navy  at  home. 
Where  he  has  failed,  therefore,  he  has  gained.     Again— -he  faid, 
that  there  was  no  way  of  fupporting  the  Bank  but  by  fending  money 
to  the  Emperor  :  he  did  fend  it — and  the  Bank  ftopt !     He  is  now 
prevented  from  fending  any  more  money  to  the  Emperor ;  and  I 
underfiand  that  the  paper  of  the  Bank  is  in  better  credit  than  it 
was  !      In  the  fame  manner  every  declaration  that  he  has  ever  made 
has  failed  him  ;  but  none  fo  lamentably  as  in  his  finance.     He  has 
uniformly  in  tach  December  ftated  the  expence  of  the  year  millions 
under  what  it  has  turned  out  to  be;  and  yet  he  calls  for  unanimity! 
He  can  expeS  no  unanimity  ;  and,  in  truth,  there  is  no  remedy  for 
our  evils  but  peace.     And  this  is  not  all:  we  muft  have  peace  and 
rcpofe,  not  merely  by  the  change  of  Miniilers  and  their  condign 
punifhment,  but  by  a  thorough  change  and  reform  in  the  fyi^em 
which  has  brought  us  to  this  ruin,  by  a  return  to  the  principles  of 
liberty,  not  of  power.     Without  this  there  can  be  no  prcfervarion 
for  this  country.     I  feel  it  as  my  moft  folemn  duty  to  fpeak  out. 
Unlefs  Ireland  is  inftantly  coBciliated,  and  brought  back  to  the  en- 
joyment of  its  genuine  rights  and  communion  in  the  Conftitution ; 
unlefs  Scotland  is  alfo  reconciled  ;  unlefs  all  the  three  kingdoms  are 
rcftored  to  the  bleflings  of  that  peace  and  perfed  freedom  of  which 
they  have  been  deprived,  there  can  be  no  chance  for  the  country  to 
rife  out  of  her  prefent  misfortunes  ;  nor  untill  you  accompltfh  this 
can  you  hope  ever  for  peace ;  becaufe  until  you  obtain  this  you  can- 
not fpeak  to  France  with  the  power  of  union  ;  nor  can  you  delude 
the  Diredory  with  the  boaft  of  (trength,  while  they  fee  you  aliena- 
ting by  perfecution  every  part  of  the  empire. 

In  the  argument  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you 
with,  I  have  not  wandered  from  the  particular  meafure  of  the  day, 
becaufe  it  is  infeparable  from  the  caufes  that  have  given  rife  &>  it. 
This  is  no  common  tax  ;  and  it  is  our  duty,  on  a  quelHon  of  foch 
dreadful  import,  to  follow  the  wife  prafilicc  of  our  anceflofs— to 
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confult  our  conftituents.  Do  not  let  us  delude  ourfelves  hy  die 
idea  that  there  is  no  danger.  It  is  imminent.  No  human  being 
can  calculate  the  horrors  to  which  this  meafure  may  give  rife.  I 
deprecate  raihnefs.  I  know  that  men  are  fond  of  talking  of  the 
theoretical  bleflings  of  our  Conftitution — I  fay,  that  unlefs  you 
make  the  people  feel  the  praAical  bleflings,  you  do  nothing.  Talk 
of  the  Jacobin  principles  of  the  French  Dire£tory  I  No  man  has 
made  fo  many  Jacobins  as  the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  and  if 
this  meafure  is  to  be  perfevered  in,  there  is  no  faying  to  what  we 
(hall  be  driven.  The  tax  may  be  put  under  the  management  of 
the  military.  It  cannot  be  colle£ted— what  comes  next  ? — They 
may  difhain ;  and  when  they  have  feized  on  our  beds  and  chairs^ 
they  may  take  our  perfons — Contra  opes,  primumy  et  pdfi  in  corpora 
faviri.  Is  fuch  a  meafure  to  be  hurried  through  this  Houfe  ?  I 
am  giiilty  of  no  exaggeration.  I  am  fure  that  if  time  be  given, 
you  will  have  firom  all  the  great  towns,  from  Briftol,  Birmingham, 
Manchefter,  Liverpool,  and  elfewhere,  remonftrances  as  (hong  as 
thofe  you  have  leen  from  the  city  of  London,  from  my  con(lituents, 
and  from  the  borough  of  Southwark.  I  (hudder  at  the  cpnfe* 
qucnces  if  you  per(i(l.  They  may  be  dreadful.  It  is  only  by  a 
quick  return  to  the  genuine  principles  of  our  anceflors,  that  we  can 
be  fafc.  If  we  do  not,  I  can  only  fay,  that  "  the  days  of  thefc 
kingdoms  are  numbered,  and  that  their  ruin  is  not  diftant."— The 
right  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Dundas)  has  faid,  that  ^*  if  there 
were  men  who  could  give  peace  to  the  country,  without  throwing 
Aings  into  confufion,  the  prefent  Minifters  would  be  the  bafefl  of 
mankind  if  they  did  not  yield  and  make  way  for  them."  If  there 
are  any  men  who  feel  themfelves  capable  of  reftoring  peace  to  thefe 
kingdoms,  without  a  change  fy(lem,  or  re(^oring  the  ConfKtution 
to  its  vigour,  I  can  only  fay  they  are  more  fanguine  than  I  am.  I 
can  irpeak  without  any  perfonal  motive  on  the  fubjedi ;  for  I  publicly 
declare,  that  I  never  will  have  a  feat,  high  or  low,  in  any  adminiftra- 
tion,  until  public  opinion  (hall  have  decided  for  a  thorough  and 
perfefl  reform  of  all  our  abufes,  and  for  a  dire6t  return  to  the  ge- 
nuine principles  of  the  Briti(h  Conftitution.  If  there  are  men  bold 
and  (anguine  enough  to  think  that  they  can  not  only  procure  peace, 
but  tranquilize  the  country,  without  this,  let  them  try  it — but  I 
will  make  no  part  in  any  fuch  admini (Oration. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  before  he  entered  into  a  reply 
to  the  general  arguments  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide,  he 
begged  to  make  a  few  obfcrvations  on  the  concluding  p  *rt  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  fp^cch.  There  was  a  m:iterial  dif- 
ference between  the  former  and  the  latter  part  of  the  right  liunourablc 
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gentleman's  argument ;  becaufe  in  the  one  he  contended  againft  the 
meafure  in  general,  and  in  the  other  he  only  propofed  delay.     He 
was  perfedlly  aware  that  in  the  prefent  (hape  of  the  bill,  and  with- 
out any  modification  whatever,  it  was  liable  to  great  and  important 
obje6lions.      Very  large  and  induilrious  clafTes  of  people  might  be 
aflfeded  by  k  ;  and  confequently  conHderable  modifications  muft  be 
fuggefted  before  it  could  pafs  into  a  law.     But  when  he  admitted 
thus  much^  he  had  a  right,  at  the  fame  time,  to  flate,  that  after 
the  mod  accurate  inquiry  in  his  power,  every  objedion  which  had 
been  made  againft  this  bill  did  not  sffc&  its  principle,  but  mig^ 
cafily  be  obviated  in  a  Committee^  without  altering  the  general  prin- 
ciple, or  defeating  the  tendency  of  the  meafure.     Giving,  there- 
fore, all  due  weight  to  the  objedions  which  had  been  made,  and 
which  might  be  made  againft  this  meafure,  he  was  ftill  convinced 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  that  Houfe  to  inquire  fully  into  it,  to  ice 
what  modifications  might  be  made  in  it.     As  to  the  general  eSe& 
of  the  bill,  he  had  no  hefitation  to  declare,  in  the  moft  explicit 
manner,  that  on  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  upon  this  meafure, 
after  the  \'arious  modifications  had  been  fuggefted^  depended  no  lefs 
than  whether  a  great  exertion  ftiould  be  made  to  fave  the  country,  or 
whether  we  ftiould  give  up  every  thing  that  conftitutcd  the  greatnefs 
and  happinefs  of  this  country  ?      Imprefted  with  this  fentiment,  and 
deterred  by  no  difficulty,  but  at  the  fame  time  being  anxious  to 
adopt  every  poflible  modification,  he  knew  his  duty  too  well  not  to 
pcrfift,  when  the  fafcty  of  the  country  was  at  ftake.      He  truftcd, 
that  by  the  conduiSl  the  Houfe  would  adopt  upon  this  oceafion,  that 
they  would  fliow  that  they  were  the  real   rcprefentatives  of  the 
people,  and  confulted  their  true  intcrefts.      Was  it  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  becaufe  to  a  great  and  important  meafure,  like  the  prefent, 
great  and  important  objcdions  were  made,  that  therefore  they  were 
to  paufe,  to  take  no  fteps  on  the  bill,  but-to  hang  up  the  meafure 
in  lilence,  without  attempting  to  colIc£l  the  public  opinion  upon  it  P 
He  was  peculiarly  anxious  that  fome  cure,  fome  remedy,  ftiould  be 
applied  to  this  bill,  which  he  admitted  to  be  defefiive  in  its  detail. 
But  wliat  was  the  conclufion  he  drew  from  all  this  ?     Why,  that 
inftcad  of  delay,  it  became  them  to  lofe  no  time  in  entering  upoo 
that  great  work  ;  he  mcatu  the  modification  of  the  prefent  bill,  and 
which  could  alone  be  done  in  a  Committee. 

Goitlemen  might  turn  to  him,  and  call  upon  him  to  ftatc  the 
different  modifications  which  he  might  think  it  neceffary  to  propofe. 
The  Houfe  would  recoiled,  that  when  he  firft  propofed  this  mea- 
fure, he  had  ftatcd  the  Afleficd  Taxes  as  the  beft  criterion  upon 
hich  to  judge,  as  the  moft  comprchenfive  in  its  nature,  and  likdy 


Dec.  14.]  DEBATES.  447 

to  diflfufe  the  burdens  more  equally  and  more  generally  over  the 
community,  than  any  other  meafure  that  could  be  fuggefted.  The  - 
reafon  why  he  thought  fo  was,  becaufe  this  criterion  of  the  AiTeiTed 
♦Taxes  afforded,  in  his  opinion,  the  eafieft  mode  of  arranging  the 
various  proportions  every  one  ought  to  pay,  and  as  containing  th€ 
moft  eafy  means  of  making  any  modifications  that  might  be  ne-  ' 
ceffary.  Thefe  obfervations  he  could  not  exped  the  gentlemen  to 
recoiled,  becaufe  they  were  made  in  their  abfencc  ;  an  abfence,  the 
motives  of  which  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  difcufs  as  they  feemed 
to  be.  He  thought  it  neccffary  to  make  thefe  obfervations,  becaufe, 
if  in  the  future  Oages  of  the  bill,  he  (hould  think  it  neceffary  to 
propofe  any  alteration  in  this  meafure,  or  if  he  (hould  liften  to  any 
which  might  come  from  other  quarters, — ftill  it  was  not  fair  to  call 
upon  him  then  to  f^ate  what  were  the  precife  modifications  he  meant 
to  propofe;  becaufe  this  was  of  all  others  a  fubje(fl  upon  which  much 
information  was  to  be  gained  by  difcufTion  ;  and  he  for  one  would 
omit  no  labour  to  obviate  every  objed^ionable  part  of  the  bill,  that 
could  be  done  confiftcntly  with  its  general  principle. 

This  was  the  line  of  conduft  which,  in  his  opinion,  gentlemen 
ought  to  adopt,  and  in  doing  it,  they  would,  in  the  moft  efFedlual 
way,  (hew  their  regard  to  their  conftituents.  This  he  thought 
would  be  the  befl  language  to  a  worthy  Alderman,  who  had  fpoken 
againft  this  meafure.  In  fpeaking  upon  this  fubjeft,  he  could  not 
avoid  remarking  with  pleafure,  the  material  difference  between  the 
language  in  which  he  oppofed  the  meafure,  and  that  language  which 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  indulged  themfelves 
in.  They  had  declared  that  no  pofTible  modification  could  make 
the  bill  unobjedlionable,  and  had  expreffed  themfelves  hoftile  to  the 
whole  pMncijie  of  the  bill. 

He  now  came  to  confider  fome  of  the  other  topics  which  thefe 
gentlemen  had  adverted  to.  This  was  a  fubjc6t  upon  which,  there 
was  likely  to  arifc  very  confiderablc  difference  of  opinion  ;  becaufe 
many  pcrfons  wouM  confider  it  according  to  the  different  political 
principles  which  they  profeffed.  But  he  begged  gentlemen  would 
confider  this  qucftion  fairly  and  impartially  :  its  object  was  to  raife 
a  very  large  part  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year,  within  the  year,  by  a 
certain  tax,  which  tax  was  to  be  founded  upon  the  probable  expen- 
diture of  perfons  contributing  to  the  affeffed  taxes  ;  fubjedl,  however, 
to  a  variety  of  modifications,  many  of  which,  were  obvious  ;  and 
many  others,  which  would  naturally  fuggeii  themfelves  to  gentlemen 
when  the  bill  came  into  a  Committee. 

This  was  the  general  principle  of  the  meafure,  and  he  thought  it 
was  one  which  would  not  jufiify  gentlemen  in  oppofing  it  in  iofo. 


448  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commons. 

whatever  altentlons  and  modifications  they  might  hereafter  think 
proper  to  fuggeft.  Taking  this  as  the  general  principle  of  the  mea- 
fure,  the  firft  point  they  would  have  to  coniider  was,  whether  the 
public  fervice  required  that  fuch  a  Aim  fhould  be  raifed  ?  The  nest 
point  for  their  coniideration  was,  whether,  under  the  prefent  circum- 
Ihnces  of  the  country,  it  was  advifeabie  to  raife  a  large  proportion 
of  the  fupplies  of  the  year  by  means  of  an  extraordinary  provifion  ? 
And  laftly,  .whether  the  mode  now  fuggefted,  fubjefi,  as  he  had 
already  dated,  to  a  variety  of  alterations  and  amendments  hereafter 
to  be  made,  was  proper  to  be  adopted  ? 

The  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  firft  (Mr.  Sheridan], 
had  begun  and  concluded  hb  fpccch  by  faying  diftindly,  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  granting  of  any  fupplies  towards  the  farther  pro- 
fecution  of  the  prefent  war.  The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid, 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  terms,  that  he  would  not  confent  to  grant 
any  money  while  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  continued  in 
power.  In  purfuing  this  argument,  both  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, and  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  after  him, 
had  branched  their  fpeeches  into  a  variety  of  topics,  which  at  firft 
view  did  not  appear  to  have^  any  great  connection  with  the  fubj^ 
then  before  the  Houfe.  They  had  cont;ended,  that  there  was  an 
impoflibility  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  making  peace ;  but  they 
ha'd  negledcd  to  prove  the  means  by  which  any  other  Minifters 
would  be  enabled  to  efFed  the  objedt  which  every  body  wiihed  for, 
\h*  the  reftoration  of  peace  upon  fecure  and  honourable  terms. 
Not  having  done  this,  he  could  not  help  confidering  that  much  of 
what  had  fallen  from  both  thefe  honourable  gentlemen  had  little  o^ 
t\Q  relation  to  the  fubjedl  then  under  difcuffion- 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him  feemed  enter- 
tained  with  an  expreflion  which  had  fallen  from  a  right  honourable 
friend  of  his  (Mr.  Dundas)  who  had  faid,  that  he  h^^d  not  con- 
vinced Minifters  that  their  duty  to  the  Public  called  upon  them  to 
refign  ;  "  we  do  not,"  fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  •/  ex- 
pedl  to  convince  you  "  but  upon  this  point  he  differed  much  from 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  for  he  had  ad- 
drefted  himfelf  particularly  to  Minifters,  and  had  requeftcd  them 
not  to  ftand  in  the  way  of  peace.  He  (hould  not  take  ftirther  no- 
tice of  this  difference  between  die  two  honourable  gentlemen ;  hvt 
would  leave  them  to  fettle  it  between  themfelves.  If,  when,  this 
fubjed  of  a  change  in  the.  Adminiftration  of  this  country  was  for- 
mally difcuffed,  thefe  gentlemen  had  failed,  after  a  full  eacertkui 
of  all  their  abilities,  to  convince  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  the 
•uftice  of  their  arguments ;  if  they  had  not  clearly  proved  that  His 
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Majefty  could  not  find  s^y  nine  men  In  his  journey  from  Windfor 
fD  London,  lefs  capable  than  the  prtfent  Mirufters  of  adminiftering 
the  ]inblic  aflairs — if  they  had  not  proved  all  this  when  that  fubjedl 
was  particularly  under  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe  upon  a  former 
fxcafiony  we  did  not  think  they  had  (Ifengthened  their  arguments 
much  by  any  thing  which  had  fallen  from  them  to-night,  or  by 
any  event  which  had  occurred  from  the  time  they  had  quitted  their 
duty  in  Parliament  to  the  prefent  hour.     But  if  he  undcrftood  the  * 
ri^it  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  there  was  another  pre- 
limhsary  befidcs  the  difmilTal  of  His  Majefiy's  Minifters,  which  he 
Goniidered  necefiary  for  the  ftlvation  of  the  country,  and  that  was 
no  Icfs  than  what  he  called  a  complete  radical  change  in  the  prefent 
fyftern.     What  that  radical  change  was  which  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  fo  Orenuoufly  infilled  upon,  it  was  not  eafy  to  conjedure; 
for  that,  part  of  his  fpeech  was  couched  in  terms  which  appeared  to 
be  ftudiouily  obfcure.     One  thing,  however,  might  clearly  be  col- 
lected from  his  fpeech,  which  was,  that  a  total  reform  in  Parlia- 
ment was  only  a  part  of  that  general  change  which  he  was  fo  anxious 
to  obtain  ;  a  change  from  which,  it  appeared,  no  part  of  the  prefent 
cxifting  Government  was  exempted.     It  appeared,  however,  a  little 
fingular,  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  (hould  conlider  an 
unlimited  change  as  the  beft  means  of  preferving  every  thing  as  it 
Aood  at  prefent. 

He  thought,  however,  that  it  would  require  mucA  argument  to 
convince  the  Houfe,  that  to  accede  to  this  general,  unlimited,  un- 
explained change,  was  the  bed  way  of  delivering  the  country  from 
its  prefent  difficulties. — One  of  the  honourable  gentlemen  had  faid, 
that  it  was  impoffible  that  peace  could  be  obtained  by  the  prefent 
Miniilers,  which,  he  faid,  was  obvious,  becaufe  Minifters  had 
declared  that  their  principle  was  war,  eternal  war,  as  long  as  Re- 
publican or  Jacobin  principles  prevailed  in  France ;  from  this  the 
honounlble  gentleman  inferred,  that  Minifters  were  not  fincere  in 
making  offers  of  peace,  and  confequently  that  France  was  juftified 
in  breaking  ofF  the  negotiation  in  the  manner  (he  had  done. 

In  the  firft  place,  with  refpedl  to  the  faft  advanced  by  the  right 
honourable  gentleman,  that  Miniftcrs  had  declared  that  they  would 
not  make  peace  with  a  Republic  in  France,  he  could  only  fay>  that 
no  fuch  declaration  was  ever  made  by  any  of  His  Majefty's  Minif- 
ters,  or  had  ever  occunned  to  their  imagination.  The  right  honour- 
able ^ntleman  had  alluded  to  a  particular  phrafe  which  had  fallen 
from  fome  of  the  King's  Minifters  ;  he  rccoUefted  the  phrafe  and 
the  occafion,  though  he  could  not  recoUedl  the  particular  time  at 
which  it  was  ufed.     It  was  upon  one  of  the  debates  which  took 
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{dace  in  eonfequenee  of  a  motion  on  the  other  fide  of  die  Houfe  to 
make  overtures  for  peace  :  he  remembered^  that  upon  that  oocafion 
he  contended,  that  no  overtures  could  then  he,  made  for  peace,  con- 
fident with  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  the  country.  In  the  couife 
of  the  debate,  it  was  afked  on  the  other  fide,  will  no  extremity  of 
danger  compel  you  to  make  propofitiona  for  peace  ?  He  believed  he 
replied  upon  that  oocafion  as  he  had  upon  others,  that  every  queftion 
of  danger  was  in  its  nature  comparative,  and  that  in  a  conteft  of 
the  prefent  nature,  they  would  decide  upon  circumftances  as  they 
arofe  ;  but  unlefs  he  iaw  better  grounds  for  making  overtufcs  for 
peace,  and  a  greater  chance  of  its  being  fecure  and  honourable  than 
then  extfled,  he  would  continue  the  conteft  as  long  as  he  was  fup* 
ported  by  the  People  of  England  ;  that  Miniftcrs  bad  done  their 
duty  ;  and  then  he  ufcd  the  expreffion, 

Toto  certandum  ell  corpore  Regni. 

But  though  Virgil  could  not  be  mifunderflood,  yet  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  (hewn  that  Vii^il  could  be  altered.  He 
then  preflfed  the  propriety  of  making  overtures  for  peace  upon  thcTe 
grounds.  Make  the  attempt^  faid  he,  and  if  you  £dl,  if  the  enemj 
will  not  confent  to  peace  upon  fair  and  equitable  terms,  at  leaft  yoa 
will  have  attained  the  objedl  of]  dividing  France  and  uniting  Eng- 
land, and  then  it  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ufed  the 
phrafc, 

Toto  certofHium  eft  corpore  Regni. 

*   

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  feen  the  experiment  tried ; 

he  had  feen  overtures  made  for  peace,  and  he  had  feen  the  mode  in 

which  thofe  overtures  had  been  rejcfled  by  the  Dire&ory,  and  he 

truftcd  that  at  leaft  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  recoiled 

his  Latin  pledge. 

He  had  feen  the  proud  and  infulting  rejedion  of  our  propofal  for 

peace,  and  if  he  wilbed  to  infpire  the  country  with  vigour,  and  not 

to  difcourage  it  by  drawing  defponding  pi6)ures  of  its  fituation,  he 

would  now  fairly  p^form  the  folemn  promife  he  had  g^vcn.     He 

was  not  aware  of  any  poflTible  obje£tion  the  right  honourable  gentle 

man  could  fuggeft  ;  could  he  expe6l  that  the  enemy  (hould  have 

treated  us  with  more  infulting  haughtinefs  i  could  he  cxpeA  any 

thii^  more  hoftiie  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  than  that  after  roondis 

of  folicitation  on  our  part,  they  (hould  refofe  us  all  explanadbn,  and 

tU  difcui&on  \     No  terms  ofibped  by  them,   no  anfwer  made  by 

them  to  our  propofal,  but  the  demand,  as  a  Preliminary,  of  every 

thing  which  could  come  into  difcuflion  in  die  oouife  of  the  negpda- 
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tion.  What  farther  infults  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
think  this  country  (hould  receive  to  induce  him  to  perform  his 
pledge  1 

The  other  honourable  gentleman  had  difcovercd  another  diRtnc- 
tion  to  juftify  his  conduft  He  admitted  that  there  were  limes  in 
which  he  had  faid,  that  if  the  French  would  not  confcnt  to  peace 
opon  fair  termsy  that  he  would  confent  to  fupport  even  the  prcfcht 
Government.  But  that  was  before  the  difcovery  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  now  (tated  he  had  made  in  the  lad  feflion,  that  the 
French  could  not  poffibly  make  peace  with  His  Majefty's  prefent 
Minillers :  and  the  ground  upon  which  he  founded  that  aflcrtion 
was  this,  that  the  French  Government  knew  we  were  not  fincere, 
and  the  principles  upon  which  we  firft  began  the  war  fhewed  that  we 
never  could  be  fincere  in  any  negotiation  for  peace  we  might  carry  on 
with  them.  It  was  rather  a  lingular  circum(lance,ithat  this  argu- 
ment did  not  occur  to  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  gave  thai 
folemn  pledge  ;  becaufe  if  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  was 
commenced^  clearly  (hewed  that  the  Engliih  Government  could 
never  be  fincere  in  their  efforts  for  peace,  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  not  to  have  given  a  pledge  to  fupport  them.  He  would  not 
now  enter  into  an  ailment  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as 
to  who  were  the  aggreiTors  in  the  war.  But  the  Houfe,  he  was  furt, 
would  not  foi^get  the  circumftance  of  Mr.  Chauvclin  quitting  this 
country,  and  the  fubfequent  declaration  of  war  by  France,  which 
proved,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  a  doubt,  that  we  were  compelled  to 
enter  into  this  war  to  defend  ourfelves  againd  the  unprovoked  ag- 
greflion  of  France. 

But  though  Minifters  had  not  entered  into  the  war  for  the  purpofe 
of  deflroying  any  fet  of  principles  in  France,  yet  it  did  not  follow 
that  having  been  forced  into  the  war  by  the  unjuft  aggreflion  of 
France,  wc  were  not  to  oppofe  thofe  principles  which  were  fo  dan- 
gerous to  every  civilized  government,  and  particularly  as  they  had  led 
to  chat  unprovoked  aggreflion  againft  us.  But  the  honourable  gentleman 
had  (aid  that  Minifters  had  declared  they  would  not  make  p^cc  with 
France — Minifters  fald  no  fuch  thing,  they  faid  they  never  could 
confent  to  a  peace  which  was  to  facrifice  at  once  the  fecurity  and 
the  honour  of  England. 

The  next  poltit  infifted  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman  was» 
that  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  could  never  apply  for  peace, 
without  admitting  that  this  country  Was  come  to  th«  loweft  ftate  of 
diftrefs.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  could  prove  that  in  th 
mode  in  which  the  Britifh  Government  applied  for  peace,  they  had 
givea  up  the  iafety  and  honour  of  the  country ;  if  Chat  could  be 

3  M  a 


45*  PARLIAMENTARY  [CQ¥¥Oirf^ 

proved,  then,  indeed,  it  might  be  faid  that  wc  were  come  to  the 
loweft  extremity. 

But  it  now  appeard  that,  in  order  to  give  ourfelvcs  not  a  folid, 
permanent  peace,  but  to  enable  us  to  have  a  chance  of  making 
peaccy  wc  were  to  have  this  total  change  in  our  government  and  in 
the  whole  of  our  fyftem.  But  what  were  the  principles  of  thoTc 
who  were  fo  forward  in  calling  for  peace  from  JFraqce  ?  their  opi- 
nion had  been  gradually  incrcafinp  from  the  commencement4>f  the 
war  to  the  prefent  time  ;  they  now  had  reached  the  point  of  faying 
that  the  war  was  perfedlly  juft  on  the  part  of  France.  T^^^<^  S^^ 
tlemen  had  now  pretty  clearly  difcovtrcd  their  opmiops  ;  tfiey  faid 
that  the  ordinary  mode  of  railing  the  fupplies  were  gone,  but  they 
had  not  ftated  what  was  tHb  mode  they  themfclves  would  fuggeft. 
But  they  go  the  length  of  faying  that  all  extraordinary  means  of 
laifing  were  bad — So  that,  upon  the  whole,  4he  mode  thcfc  gentle- 
men would  recommend,  as  the  bed  and  fafeft  to  obtain  peace,  would 
be  to  tell  the  enemy  you  may  afk  what  terms  you  pleafe,  bccaufe  we 
are  the  aggreflbrs ;  befides,  our  finances  are  fo  exhaufted,  that  we 
have  not  the  means  of  relifting  any  terms  you  may  think  proper  to 
impofe  upon  us.  This  was  the  plan  by  which  thcfe  gentlennen 
fci  med  to  think  we  might  obtain  a  peace  upon  honourable  and  fe- 
curc  terms  ;  but  he  did  not  think  they  would  find  the  Houfe  cwKur 
with  them  in  that  opinion.  He  could  not,  hewever,  help  admitting, 
that  rtns  plan  of  pacification  came  with  peculiar  confiftency  from 
gentlemen,  who,  upon  all  occafions,  had  defended  the  caufc  of 
France  againft  their  own  country,  who  had  uniformly  exaggerated  the 
means  and  refourcesof  France,  and  as  uniformly  depreciated  thofe  of 
England^ 

Whatever  opinion  thefe  gentlemen  might  entertain  of  the  origin 
of  the  war,  or  of  the  fincerity  with  which  Miniflers  carried  on  the 
negotiation  for  peace,  whatever  they  might  think  abo^t  the  want  of 
capacity  of  His  Majcily's  Minitlers  ;  whatever  qnight  be  their  o{h- 
nion  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances,  or  of  the  degree  of  expencc  en- 
tailed upon  the  country  ;  wl)atevpr  might  then  be  their  opinion  upon 
all,  or  any  of  thepc  points,  ftjll  he  could  not  conceive  it  poOible 
gravely  to  contend,  that  the  mode  which  they,  had  fuggfcfted  was 
likely  to  be  in  any  degree  eflicacious  in  reftoring  the  blefHngs  of 
peace.  He  thought  the  Houfe  would  take  much  more  likely  means 
of  fucceeding  in  their  objed,  by  giving  their  fuppert  to  the  prefent 
povernment,  ading  upon  the  prefent  fyftem~,a  fydcm  which  had 
for  its  objeA  the  obraining  of  peace  by  means  of  vigofous  exertions  for 
w  r,  bv  calling  forcii  the  native  energy  pf  EngUAunen,  and  not  bj 
endeavouring  Cu  make  them  defpond. 
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After^  however^  painting  the  ftate  of  die  country  in  the  blackeft 
€olours^>aftcr  doing  every  thing  likely  to  make  the  enemy  treat  u$  ' 
with  infult)  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  felt  themfelvea 
juftified  in  oppofing  the  plai)  that  had  been  propofed  for  railing  the 
extraordinary  fupplies  within  the  year— rand  now  that  they  thought 
they  had  difchatged  their  duty  as  faithful  reprefentatives  to  the 
country  at  large,  and  to  their  own  conftituents  in  particular^  by 
merely  aiking  Minifters  to  make  a  peace,  without  pointing  out  the 
means  by  which  it  was  likely  to  be  obtained,  they  fay,  peace  can- 
not be  obtained  by  the  prefent  Mini  iters,  therefore  rejeA  all  meant 
for  the  profecution  of  the  war ;  this  was  a  line  of  condud  which, 
even  upon  their  own  principles,  he  could  not  account  for  ;  for  fup- 
pofing  they  had  fucceeded  in  proving  td  the  Houfe  that  the  King's 
Ministers  ought  to  be  difmiiled,  and  that  this  great,  radical,  and  un- 
explained cha^ige  ought  to  take  place,  ftill  fupplies  would  be  necef- 
lary,  becaufe  the  war  mu(^  be  carried  on  unnl  thefe  great  changes 
could  be  efFe£led  ;  and,  confequently,  in  the  interim,  fupplies  would 
be  wanting.  Therefore,  upon  their  own  principles,  they  ought  not 
to  oppofe  this  meafure. 

The  facrifice  which  the  right  honourable  gentleman  aiked  as  the 
price  of  hisfupporting  this  meafure,  was  nothing  lefs  than  a  complete 
change  of  fyftem,  both  in  England  and  Irclmd;  and,  until  that 
change  was  made,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  think 
that  France  would  not  make  peace.  But,  admitting  the  neceflity 
x>f  this- total  alteration,  this  radical  change,  he  fuppofcd  it  would  not 
be  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and,  until  it  was  effeded,  furely  the  means 
of  defence  ought  to  be  provided.  He  would  not  prefs  the  right  ho-* 
nourable  gqntleman  to  difclofe  the  nature  of  that  fyiiem  which  he 
wifhed  tofubflitute  in  the  place  of  the  prefent  one,  and  which  he  had 
enveloped  in  fuch  my  (Serious  ^(ilence  ;  but  he  would  afk,  if  no  fup- 
plies were  granted,  how  he  would  defend  the  country  untifthis 
amazing  change  was  efFedled  ?  Did  the  right  honourable  gentler- 
man  fuppofe,  that  becaufe  he  had  talked  of  the  wonderful  eflre6^8  of 
a  new  fyilem,  of  which  nothing  was  explained,  except  that  it  would 
be  acceptable  to  Prance,  that  the  Houfe  was  indantly  to  ceafe  their 
exertions,,  and  leave  the  country  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  by 
leaving  it  without  defence  ?  Upon  what  ground  was  it  that  this 
fuppofed  change  which  we  yvere  to  make  would  conciliate  the  fa« 
vour  of  France?  He  faw  po  other  means  by  which  that  objeft 
could  be  efleded,  except  by  taking  away  many  of  thofe  diftindiions 
which  now  exifted  between  the  two  countries,  and  which  tended  to 
make  us  at  once  an  obje£tof  the  hatred  nd  theenvy  of  France.  But 
it  was  faid^  we  could  not  call  ourfelves  unanimous  while  Ireland  re- 
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mained  in  fo  diftraded  a  flate,  and  that  the  enemy  would  be  jiifH6ed 
in  policy  in  not  treating  with  us  while  that  country  remained  in 
that  fituation  :  this  furcly  was  a  fingular  kind  of  argument.  He 
ihould  be  glad  to  know,  what  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would 
have  faidy  if,  when  La  Vendee  was  in  a  flate  of  infurredion,  the 
French  had  made  us  fair  and  equitable  offers  of  peace,  and  the 
EngliOi  Government  had  replied,  ^*  No  ;  you  are  not  unanimous; 
we  will  not  make  peace  with  you  while  La  Vendee  remains  in  fuch 
a  fituation."  It  was  a  moft  fingular  mode  of  juAifying  the  French 
for  not  making  peace,  to  fay,  that  Ireland  is  in  a  diftraded  ftate, 
and  vigorous  meafures  have  been  found  neceilary  to  check  tfie  ef- 
feds  of  thofe  French  principles  which  have  been  difTeminated,  un- 
fbrtunttely  with  more  fuccefs,  though  not  with  more  zeal,  in  Ire- 
land than  in  other  places,  and  the  objed  of  wMch  was,  to  fubffitute 
French  liberty  in  the  place  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution.  He  could 
not  concave  how  that  degree  of  pecfe6t  unanimity,  which  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  feemed  to  think  lb  neceilary,  could  be  ob- 
tained while  thefe  principles  were  difTeminated  with  fuch  induAry ; 
but  this  was  not  the  time  to  enter  into  this  difcuffion  ;  and  he  had 
only  alluded  to  this  fubje£):,  to  (hew  the  confiftency  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  argument,  when  applied  to  the  cafe  of  La 
Vendee.  But  after  all,  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman  ferioufty 
imagine  that  he  ha^  convinced  the  Houfe  that  it  was  unnecefllary  for 
them  to  make  great  cfibrts  ?  He  had  relied  much  upon  the  decla- 
rations which  had  been  made  out  of  doors  refpefiing  this  tax  ;  as 
far  as  the  public  opinion  accorded  with  the  right  honourable  gcnde- 
man*s  views,  fo  far  he  feemed  inclined  to  treat  it  with  rcfped  ;  but 
he  totally  laid  out  of  his  confiderations  thofe  fentiments  which  ac- 
companied thofe  declarations.  Though,  in  fome  inftaiKcs,  the 
people  had  exprefied  their  difapprobation  of  this  tax,  ib  its  prefcnt 
fiate,  ^without  .any  of  the  alterations  and  modifications  which  it 
would  be  neceilary  to  make,  yet  they  never  went  the  length  'of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  and  faid,  that  no  fupplies  at  all  oogfat  to 
be  radfed ;  on  the  contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  the  borou^  of  Southwark, 
they  had  cxprelTed  th«  firongeft  fcnfe  of  the  neceflity  of  making 
great  and  vigorous  exertions  for  the  public  defence.  Could  this 
be  a  fubjeA  of  doubt,  after  all  the  papers  relative  to  the  ruptine  of 
the  negotiation  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  above  all,  fince 
they  had  fecn  the  late  proclamation  of  the  DircdJory  ?  Indeed  he 
ffaould  feel  alhamed  if  it  could  now  become  matter  of  argument.  If 
then  it  might  be  affumed,  as  an  indifputaMe  propofition,  that  great 
and  vigorous  exertions  were  nccefTary  at  the  prdent  ardortls  crifis, 
the  next  point  for  confideratiun  was,  whether  a  large  pM  dfthfc 
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fuppUes  of  die  year  ou^t  to  be  raifed,  by  die  ttiode  no#  pfopoTed, 
within  the  year  ;  or  whether  the  whole  (hould  be  raifed  by  the  old 
fyftem  of  fonding  I  This  was  the  real  qucftion  for  oonfideration  ; 
but,  infiead  of  difcuffing  it,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  had  ex^- 
erted  all  their  abilities  to  prove  that  we  ought  to  make  no  efforts  at 
all.  They  had  never  pven  any  anfwer  to  the  only  important  queC- 
don,  viz.,  If  great  exertions  were  neoeflary,  how  they  were  to  be 
made  ?  loAead  of  this,  they  had  only  faid,  that  a  propofd  to  de- 
part from  die  funding  fyfiem  came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  him, 
who  had  funded  fo  mudu  Thb  oould  not  be  confidered  as  a  very 
&Tong  aigqment ;  and  be  flioutd  have  thou^t,  that  the  gentlemen, 
aficT  fo  long  an  abfence  from  their  parliamentary  duty,  wouM  have 
<U6over6d  fome  more  efficacious  mode  of  reaibning,  than  to  fay, 
*<  Do  not  adopt  a  good  meafure,  becaufe  you  ought  to  have  adopted 
it  fbooer.'*  Surely  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  eiqpedt^  from  a  grave 
aiid  experienced  Statdman,  fomething  more  than  a  declaration,  dut 
if  any  means  oould  be  deviled  to  raife  a  large  proportion  of  the  fup- 
plies  wkfain  the  year,  and  if  thefe  means  were  in  their  nature  un- 
objectionable, he  (hould  not  oppofi:  them.  This  could  not  be  con^ 
fkfered  as  a  very  great  inftanoe  of  condeicenfion.  However,  the 
principal  objoSKonof  the  right  honourable  gendeman  leemed  to  be^ 
that  tbofe  extraordinary  means  oijf;ht  not  to  be-  reforted  to  now, 
when  a  great  and  obvious  neceffity  exifted,  becaufe  we  had  not 
employed  dicm  when  no  fuch  necefiity  did  cxift. 

But  gentlemen  feemcd  to  ooniider,  that  by  adopting  the  prefent 
mode  of  ratfing  a  part  of  the  fupply,  the  iyftem  oC  funding  was  to 
be  given  up,  and  the  prefent  fubftituted  in  its  room.  If  gentlemen 
had  been  prefent  in  their  plaora  when  this  meafure  was  firft  propofcd^ 
they  would  have  known  that  the  funding  fyftem  was  not  given  up  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  had  propofed  that  the  lar]ger  part  of  the  fupplies 
of  the  year  ihouM  be  raifed  by  way  of  Loan.  It  was  thought  ad- 
viieable,  as  the  funds  had  been  fo  much  increafed,  to  eafe  them, 
l^  procuring  a  large  part  of  the  fupplies  in  a  different  mode ;  there- 
fore, fo  hi  from  giving  up  the  fyftem  of  funding,  the  prefent  plan- 
was  intended  to  relieve  it.  That  this  obje£^,  if  it  could  be  attained, 
-would  be  moft  defirable,  coidd  not  bequefiioned,  even  by  thofe  who 
difUfced  the  prefent  tax. 

Haviiig  faid  thus  much,  he  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  arguo^ 
this  point  more  at  length  upon  this  occafion.  The  point  that  called' 
particularly  for  the  coniideradon  of  the  Houie  was  this,  afluming- 
that  it  was  neceflfary  to  raife  a  large  fum  within  the  year,  was  the 
prefent  plan  the  moft  expedient,  and  the  moft  likely  to  be  efiedual  1- 
In  Gooiidering  this  fubjedl,  the  two  honourable  gendemen  on  th« 
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other  (ide  had  argued  veiy  difFerently.     The  firft  called  it  a  Tax 
upon  Property — the  other,  a  general  Tax  iipon  Income.     The 
latter  was   nearer  ^e  truth,  but  neither  of  them  were  corteSt. 
With  refpcA  to  the  honourable  gentleman  who  called  this  a  Tax 
upon  property,  it  was  aftoniihtng  that  he  (hould  be  fo  ill  informed  of 
wfiat  paffed  in  that  Houfe,  even  though  he  was  abfent,  as  to  ({ate  as 
aiguments  againft  this  plan,  the  very  topics-  which  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  had 
Ufged  in  order  to  obviate  fome  objeAions  which  had  been  made  to 
it.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  contended,  that  a  tax  upon 
property,  fuppofing  it  poffible  that  the  amount  of  the  pn^rty  could 
be  afcertained,  would  not  be  a  proper  meafure.     In  tbb  opinion, 
however,  the  honourable  gentleman  diflered  finom  thofe  declarations 
out  of  doors  againft  his  tzyt,  upon  which  fo  much  reliance  had  been 
>  placed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.     However,  the  honourable 
gentleman  had  puflied  this  argument  to  a  greater  length  than  he  had 
done.     He  (Mr.  Pitt)  had  faid,  that  if  the  amount  of  every  man's 
property  could  be  afcertained,  it  would  be  a  mod  defirablc  thing  co 
snake  the  people  contribute  to  the  public  exigence,  in  proportion  to 
their  wealth.     But  there  exiftcd  no  means  of  afcertaining  the  pio- 
perty  of  individuals,  except  fuch  as  were  of  a  nature  that  could  not 
be  reforted  to.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  a  tax  upon  pioperty,  this  was 
what  he  had  dated  it  to  be,  a  tax  upon  general  expenditure ;  and  in 
opening  it  to  the  Houfe,  he  had  anticipated  an  objection  which  he 
thought  would  be  made,  viz.  that  this  tax  applied  only  to  fuch  in- 
corneas  was  in  expenditure.     This  was  an  inconvenience  which  it 
was  impoffible  to  avoid,  without  having  reoourfe  to  fuch  a  fcrudof 
of  property  as  muft,  in  every  point  of  wicw,  be  highly  objedkm- 
^t>le-     That  the  prefent  plan  was  in  its  nature  imperfed  he  was 
ready  to  admit,  and  had  Rated  it  to  be  fo  when  he  firit  introduced 
the  fubjed  ;  but  he  thought  it  the  beft  and  moft  general  criterion 
that  could  be  found.     The  queftion  then  was,  whether  this  plan 
was  fo  very  imperfc£^,  and  fo  objectionable  in  prindplc,  that  it 
ought  immediately  to  be  rejeded  ;  or  whether,  after  proper  altera* 
tion  and  modification,  it  might  not  be  of  the  greateft  publicbenciit  i 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  him,  had  not  oonfi- 
dered  this  with. his  ufual  accuracy  ;  for,  becaufe  this  tax  was  calcu* 
lated  at  feven  millions,  and  that  it  was  not  to  exceed  a  tenth  part 
of  a  perfon's  income,  he  had  calculated  the  whole  income  of  the 
country  at  only  feventy  millions  :  but  the  ins^ccuracy  of  this  calcu- 
lation muft  be  obvious  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  when  be 
recoUeSed,  that  though  this  tax  never  took  more  than  one-iencb  of 
the  income,  yet,  in  many  cafes,  it  took  only  the  x  20th  party  and 
in  fome  cafes  took  nothing.  But  at  all  events,  this  obfervation  was 
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inapplicable,  becaufe  he  had  never  fpoken  of  the  general  income  of 
the  country,  but  only  fo  much  of  it  as  was  in  expenditure.    With- 
out dilating  more  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjcft,  he  (hould  fay  a  fevir 
words  upon  what  he  confidcred  as  the  leading  objedions  to  this 
nieafure. — The  right  honourable  getitleman  had  made  ^  divifion  of 
the  different  kinds  of  property,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  incor- 
red},  inasmuch  as  it  f.>mittcd  one  great  fource  of  income.  The  right 
honourable  gentleman's  divifion  was,   income  arifing  from  landed 
eftates,  from  commercial  purfuits,  and  from  property  in  the  funds. 
As  to  the  income  derived  from  profcflional  exertions,  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  had  very  properly  clafled  it  under  the  head 
of  commercial  gains*     But  he  had  omitted  one  great  fource  of  in- 
come, viz.  that  which  was  received  as  the  reward  of  labour ;  aod 
of  the  latter  clafs  many  were  exempted  by  the  criterion  now  pro- 
pofcd.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  contended,  that  this 
would  operate  as  a  tax  upon  funded  property,  which  always  had 
been,  and  muft  ever  Jdc,    confidcred  as  inviolate.   But  the  meafure 
now  propofcd  by  no  means  tended  to  afFe(£l  property  in  the  funds. 
No  defcription  of  income,  whether  arifing  from  landed  eftates,  com- 
mercial purfuits,  or  funded  property,   was  meant  to  be  exempted 
from    the  operation,   becaufe  it  was  meant  to  attach  'upon   ex- 
penditure in  general.     Where  was  the  injuftice  of  this?  **  Why,** 
fays  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  ^*/  by  taxing  the  expenditure 
of  a  man  whofc  income  is  derived  from  the  funds,    you  do  in  fa6l 
tax  his  property  in  the  funds.*' — If  this  was  a  valid  objeflion,  it 
ought  not  only  to  induce  the  Houfe  to  rejeft  this  meafure,  but  to 
repeal  every  tax  that  ever  was  laid  on  ;  bccgufe  it  was  impoflible  to 
foggeft  a'tax  which,  would  not  be  paid  by  people  having  money  in 
the  funds. — Ever)*  tax  impofcd  upon  cunfumption,  of  courfe  muft 
be  defrayed  by  people  who  had  property  in  the  funds,  but  it  was 
abfurd  to  fay  that  was  a  tax  upon  the  funds.    If  this  objedion  was 
never  made  to  taxes  which  were  in  their  nature  perpetual,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  Angular  that  it  Ihould  now  for  the  firft  time,  be  made 
to  a  tax  which  was  merely  temporary.— The  next  objeflion  of  the 
right  Honourable  gentleman  was,  that  a  tax  upon  commercial  in- 
come was  not  juft,  fpr,  faid  he,  anian's  landed  property  is  his  own; 
but  the  income  he  derives  from  commerce,  is  partly  derived  from 
his  induftry.    This  was  not  a  time  to  enter  into  a  minute  difcufilion 
of  thcfe  arguments ;  but  furely  the  right  honourable  gentleman  did' 
not  mean  to  contend  that  commercial  gains  were  not  a  fair  objc(9  of 
taxation.     Thofe  gains  were  derived  under  the  protcdfion  of  the 
laws  of  the  country,  and  confcquently  ought  to  contribute  proportion-* 
ably  to  fupport  them.— He  did  not,  however,  mean  to  contend  that 
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many  diftindions  ought  not  be  made,  and  in  the  Committee  mo£- 
ficfi^ons  would  undoubtedly  be  propofed— As  to  perfons  who  cm* 
pl^ed  great  capitals,  in  proportion  to  their  annual  gains,  they  would 
^Icfs  afFefled  than  perfons  of  landed  property ;  but  all  that  could 
inferred  from  this  was,  that  it  was  a  recommendation  of  thecri- 
-ion.  Perhaps  this  criterion^  as  far  as  it  affeded  the  lower  claiTcF, 
id  not  make  diAindlions  enow.  It  would  be  recolleded,  that 
»e  particular  reafon  he  afligned  for  making  this  tax  lower  upon 
houfes  than  upon  the  other  articles  was,  that  it  (hould  not  fall  to:> 
heavily  upon  that  fpecies  of  inconr\e  arifing  from  retail  trade.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  next  cenfured  the  mode  of  appeal 
given  in  this  cafe.  Some  alterations  might  alfo  bcimade  upon  this 
fubje£l ;  but  Aill  he  thought  that  mode  of  corre<^ing  the  operation 
of  the  tax  might  be  ufeful.  The  right  honourable  gentleman  hitn- 
felf  had  admitted,  that  it  might  with  propriety  be  applied  to  landed 
property;  andy  on  the  other  hand,  he  (Mr.  Pitt)  was  willing  to  ad- 
mit, that  as  far  as  it  related  to  the  lower  clafs  of  retail  dealers, 
fome  mollification  was  neceflary.  Tbefe  were  the  general  objedions 
which  had  been  made  to  the  plan^  and  he  (hould  now  leave  them  to 
the  confideration  of  the  Houfe,  with  the  obfervations  he  had  made 
upon  them. 

He  was  aware  that  there  were  many  who  thought  that  rather  than 
take  this  vifible  criterion  of  afcertaining  property,  it  would  be  better 
to  lay  a  general  tax  upon  property.    Undoubtedly,  if  they  could  find 
the  means  of  taxing  property  equally^  without  compelling  impropa 
difclofttre,   it  would  be  a  moft  defirable  objeA :   but  as  that  could 
not  be  done  without  being  open  to  (Wronger  obje6^ions  than  the  pre- 
fent  plan^  it  became  neceflary  that  fome  vi(it)le  criterion  (hould  be 
found.     If  that  were  the  cafe,   could  any  criterion  be  found  more 
general  in  its  nature  than  the  aiTefled  taxes  ?     The  perfons  immc- 
diateiy  afFeded  by  this  tax  amounted  to  800,000,  and,  through 
thcnn,  cxteiKied  to  about  4,000,000  of  perfons.  '  By  this  plao  a 
great  number  of  poor  peribns  would  be  wholly  excluded,  and  above 
half  of  the  number  before  mentioned  would  contribute  very  little. 
The  Conmiittee  upon  this  bill  might,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
would,  make  many  amendments  in  favour  of  (hopkeepers;  butal! 
this  would  be  confident  with  the  principle  of  the  bill.     The  Com- 
mittee mi^t,  if  they  thought  proper,  make  an  alteration  in  the 
fcale  propofed,  without  any  derelidtion  of  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
Many  mitigatbns  were,  undoubtedly,  nece(rary  ;  but  if  the  urmoft 
Inference  that  could  be  drawn  from  this  was,  that  d>e  exemptions 
(hould  be  canied  farther  than  was  propofed  in  the  Committee  ot 
ways  and  means,  how  did  that  affedl  tlie  general  principle  of  the 
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mcafure,  when  they  had  the  means  of  obviating  ]n  the  Con^mittee  the 
onlj  objections  that  had  been  made  sigaini}  it  r  Withqik  gping  now 
into  thofc  details,  which  he  wifhcd  to  rcferve  fot  a  future  period, 
he  Ihould  only  fay,  that  if  it  was  admitted  that  great  exertions  ought 
to  be  made,  and  that  a  large  part  of  the  fupplics  ought  to  be  raifed 
within  the  year,  and  if  the  only  objeftion  to  this  criterion  was,  that' 
it  would  bear  hard  upon  the  lower  orders  of  retail  dealers,  and  it 
appeared  to  be  within  their  power  to  obviate  this  objediion ,  then> 
upon  what  ground  could  they  hefitate,  unlefs  they  had  changed  their  ' 
opinions— -unlefs,  inftead  of  making  preparations  for  war,  they  were 
determined  to  begin  by  begging  for  peace  from  an  hau^ty  and  in- 
fuitiog  enemy  ?.  If  they  were  not  determined  to  give  up  every  means 
of  exertion,  had  they  any  option  but  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon 
this  bill,  to  remedy  the  inconveniences^  that  might  refult  from  it,  if 
paflfed  in  its  prefcnt  (hape  ?— » What  was  the  conduct  which  the  gen* 
tiemen  on  the  other  fide  wi(hed  the  Houfe  to  adopt  ?  It  was  10  re- 
je6l  this  meafure  at  once,^and  thereby  to  declare  that  they  would 
not  make  great  efforts  to  raife  t^c  fupplics  within  the  year.  If  the 
Houfe  adopted  this  advice,  it  would  be  proclaiming  to  France,  and 
to  the  World,  their  repentance  for  having  dared  to  ftand  up  in  de- 
fence of  their  laws,  their  religion,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  valu- 
able to  them  as  Engliihmcn.  'It  would  be  humbling  themfelves 
before  a  haughty  adverfary  ;  and,  when  they  had  no  means  of  de- 
fence, imploring  mercy  and  forgivencfs  from  an  enemy  from  whom 
we- had  to  cxpefl  neither. 

Upon  thefe  grounds,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  read  the  bill  a  fe-^ 
cond  time,  and  let  it  go  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  FOX  in  explanation  denied  having  faid  no  peace  could  be 
had  without  a  reform.  The  Eledlors  of  Weftminftcr  objeiled  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  they  obje<fted  to  any  ii^creafe  of  the  aiTeiTed 
taxes. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  denied  having  faid  he  would  not  vote  the 
fupplics. 

Mr.  Alderman  COMBE  faid  he  had  received  that  day  instruc- 
tions from  his  conftitucnts,  in  Common  Hall,  to  oppofe  the  bill, 
notwithftanding  any  modifications.  He  would  always  obey  the  in- 
flrudions  of  his  confiituents. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  rcfoluiions  voted  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Southwark  had  bee;r\,  propofed  by  a  worthy  Magiftrate,  his 
ftrenuoqs  opponent,  and  a  great  admirer  of  the  rigtu  honourable 
gentleman^  who  had  faid,  what  were  extraordinary  words  for  a  Ma-, 
giftrate,  that  if  the  tax  (houtd  pais  into  a  law,  ic  could  not  be  cotIe6\ed. 
His  exprcffion  about  a  general  retainer  had  been  frequently  objedcd 
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to ;  but  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  not  deny  that  he  was 
duly  retained  by  his  conftituents  againft  him. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid  he  had  received  many  rcfolutions 
from  different  parishes  in  the  county  of  Middlefex  againft  the  mea- 
fure,  all  of  which  declared  againfl  the  principle  of  the  bill»  denying 
that  it  could  be  fb  altered  as  to  be  tolerable.  The  words  ufed  in 
the  refolutions  were  fo  ftrongi  that  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged  to 
repeat  them  in  the  Houfe.  The  people  declared,  "  that  if  the 
**  meafure  wa^  enforced^  they  would  either  rcfift  ot  fink 
f*  under  it."  / 

The  Houfe  divided^— 

For  the  fecond  readings  175— Againft  it,  50. 

Mr.  FOX  faid,  he  would  not  oppofe  the  bill  till  it  came  out  of 
the  Committee,  a$  bis  objedions^  were  to  the  ^hole  of  the 
in^fure. 

The  bill  was  committed  for  Monday. 

hifi  of  the  Minority  who  voted  againji  the  fecond  reading  of  th{  Bid 

for  the  iticreafe  of  the  Affeffed  T'axes. 


Aftlcy,  J.  W. 
Barclay,  Geo. 
fieauclerk,  C.  G. 
Bird,  W.  W. 
Bouverie,  Hon.  E.  (Noftfi^ 

ampton) 
Brogden,  J. 
Burch,  J.  R. 
Burdett,  Sir  F, 
Byng,  George 
piayton.  Sir  R. 
Coke,  D.  P. 
Copley,  Sir  L. 
Courtenay,  J. 
Denifon,  W.  J. 
Edwards,  Bryan 
Fitzpatrick,  R.  H.  R. 
Fox,  Right  Hon,  C.  J, 
Hare,  Ja^mes 
Hawkins,  Sir  C. 
Howard,  Henry 
Huffey,  Wm- 


Jekyll,  J. 
Kemp,  T. 
Langfton,  J. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Mainwaring,  W. 
Nicholls,  J. 
North,  Dudley 
Pcirfc,  Henry 
Pochin,  W. 
Rawdon,  Hon.  John 
Rawdon,  Hon.  Geoige 
Richardfon,  J. 
Robfon,  T.  B. 
Ruffel,  Lord  Wm. 
Sheridan,  R.  B. 
Sinclair,  Sir  J. 
Spencer,  Lord  Robett 
Stanley,  Lord 
St.  John,  Hon.  St.  Andrew 
Tarleton,  General 
Thompfon,  Thomsi9 
Thofnton^  H. 
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Tiemcy,  George  Weftcm,  C.  C. 

Tufton,  Hon.  Henry  Wigley,  E. 

Tufton,  Hon-  John  Wilfon,  Richard 
Walwyn,  James 

TELLERS. 

Tiemcy,  Oeorge  Gon^bc,  Alderman 

Friday f  December  15. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  obferved,  that  on  a  former  occafion  he  had  en- 
tered fully  into  the  fubjedt  upon  which  he  grounded  his  prefcnt 
motion,  and  therefore  he,  fhould  not  have  occafion  to  trouble  the 
Houfe  with  many  obfcrvationsr  He  adverted  to  the  laft  Report  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  from  which  he  faid  he  drew  his  fadts, 
and  which  he  fhould  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfc.  The 
whole  of  what  he  had  to  fubmit  was  contained  in  an  addrcfs,  which 
was  of  fome  length.  He  then  read  the  addrefs,  and  moved  it, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majcfty,  to  rc- 
prefent  to  His  Majefty,  that  wc  obferve  with  great  concern  Ihe  new 
divifion  of  the  State  Office  which  His  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to 
make,  by  the  creation  of  the  office  of  a  third  Secretary  of  State  for^ 
the  War  Department ;  a  department  inftitutcd  for  the  firft  time  in 
the  month  of  July  1794,  and  fubfequently  recognized  and  con- 
firmed by  an  order  of  His  Majefty  in  Council  on  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1795.  By  that  order  it  appears,  that  the  faid  War  Depart- 
ment is  put  upon  an  eftabliftimcnt,  which  gives  to  the  Crown  the 
diftribution  ot  the  following  new  falaries,  namely,  one  of  6,0 col. 
one  of  1,500!.  one  of  650I.  one  of  450I.  two  of  300I.  one  of 
200I.  one  of  150I.,  and  three  of  lool.  per  annum  each,  all  of 
them  falaries  free  from  every  deduftion. 

"  That  wc  feel  ourfelves  called  upon  to  obferve,  that  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  State  Office  has  ufually  been  tranfadled  by  two  Prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  and  that  the  offltc,  commonly  called  the 
office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State,  or  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  was 
unknown  previous  to  the  year  1768.  That,  in  the  year  1782, 
His  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  that  it  (hould  be  fup- 
preffed  ;  and  that,  by  an  adt,  paffed  in  the  2 2d  year  of  His  Ma- 
jcfty's  reign,  it  was  en^c^ed  tiftt  it  (hould  be  "  utterly  aboliflied 
"  and  taken  away." 

"  With  all  becoming  deference,  to  fubmit  to  His  Majefty,  that 
the  revival  of  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of  State  can  be  re- 
garded, by  his  fiaithful  Commons,  without  Jealoufy,  only  when 
arifing  from  the  evident  ncccflity  of  ilic  cafe.     That  the  new  divi- 
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fioQ  of  the  State  Office,  againft  which  we  humUy  remonftrate, 
cannot,  from  what  appears  before  us,  be  confidcred  as  necelTary, 
while,  frona  the  profpiion  of  emoluments  with  which  it  is  accom- 
paiiiedy  and^the  nature  of  the  arrangements  with  which  it  has  been 
carried  into  effeA,  it  excites  in  us  feelings  of  deep  anxiety  for  the 
honour  of  His  Majefly,  and  the  liberty  and  independence  of  Par- 
liament. 

'^  That  it  appears*  that  the  right  honourable  Henry  Dundasdid, 
while  he  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  now  (ilied  by  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Home  Depait- 
flfient,  tranfa£l  every  part  of  the  bufinefs  which  has  lince  been  made 
to  conftitate  the  feparate  employment  of  a  new  war  efiablifliment : 
that  Jie  fo  tranfaj£ted  this  bufinefs  not  only  during  a  period  of  peace, 
bptalfo  during  a  long  period  of  war,  namely,  from  the  month  of 
February  1793  to  the  month  of  July  1 794,  and  that  die  only  ad- 
ditional expence  incurred,  during  the  increafed  bulincfs  of  the  lat- 
ter period,  was  530I.  per  annum,  being  the  falary  of  four  extra 
clerks.  Farther  to  reprefent  to  His  Majefly,  that  the  right  honour- 
able Henry  Dundas  did,  while  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Pepartment,  not  only  difcharge  the  entire  duties  of  that  office  (ia> 
eluding,  as  at  that  time  th(y  did,  thofe  of  the  prefent  new  war  e(h- 
blithmcnt]  but  likewife  confider  himfelf  as  competent  to  execute  the 
additional  bufinefs  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy,  of  the  Chief  Conv* 
miffioner  for  the  Affairs  of  Iqdia,  and  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Sigyvet 
in  Scotland. 

"  That  it  would  have  afforded  us  fome  fatisfindlioo  to  have 
perceived,  that,  when  a  new  office  was  created  to  execute  a  part  of 
the  bufineis  of  the  Home  Department,  the  Home  Department  bad 
undergone  a  redudion  of  edablifhment  proportioned  to  the  decreafc 
of  the  duties  remaining*  to  be  difchargpd.  But  we  obferve  with 
furprizc  that  no  fuch  reduAion  has  taken  place  \  on  the  contrary , 
ure  firKl  the  eftablifhment  to  have  been  increafed. 
'  '*  Humbly  to  reprefent  to  His  Alajefty,  that,  in  the  year  1782) 
the  net  receipt  of  the  State  Office  (including  certain  offices  annexed 
to  it)  was  26,515  per  annum.  The  net  receipt,  now  efiabliihed, 
is  4 1 ,4301.  The  total  number  of  perfons  employed  in  thi:  State  Office 
in  1782,  was  forty-eig^t,  the  number  at  prefent  is ^fixty-fix,  fo 
that  the  amount  of  net  efiablilbed  emoluments  is  inpreafed  by  tbe 
fum  of  14,9151.  per  annum,  and  the  patronage  augmented  by  aa 
addition  of  eighteen  places.  That  we  cannot  avcud  alfo  obfcrving? 
that,  by  a  Minute  of  the  Board  of  Treafuiy,  dated  the  14th  of 
March  1 783,  it  appears  to  have  been  His  Majefty's  gracious  inten- 
tion ror.Dow  to  each  cf  his  principle  Secretaries  pfStatCi  being  then 
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^in>  in  riumber,  ^  net  falary  of  4»50ol,  mating  liogethtr  a  Aim  of 
99O00I. ;  whereas,  by*  the  eftablifliment  fettled  in  Council  in  1 795, 
they  have  each  of  them,  being  ,  three  in  number,  a  net  (alary  of 
Cyoool.y  making  together  a  fum  of  i8,oool.  We  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  the  buflnefs  of  the  State  OiBce  being  divided  amongft 
three  Secretaries  inflead  of,  as  formerly,  between  .two,  would  rather 
bave  juftified  a  diminution  than  an  increafe  of  that  allowance, 
vhich,  in  1783,  His  Majefty  confldered  as  fufRciently  liberal. 

*•  To  rcprcfcnt  to  His  Majefty,  that,  deeply  as  we  are  imprefled 
ivith  the  magnitude  of  this  ^xreafed  influence,  there  are  other  cir* 
cumftailces  attending  the  new  arrangement  of  the  State  OfEce, 
which  we  contemplate  with  ftill  greater  anxiety. 

"  By  the  Order  of  His  Majefty  in  Council  in  1795,  the  feci 
and  gratuities,  heretofore  received  by  the  different  oiEces  in  the 
State  Office,  were  dipcdled  to  be  applied  towasds  the  expence  of  the 
cftabliOiment,  and  fixed  falaries  given  in  lieu  of  therA.  That, 
much  as  we  approve  of  the  principle  of  this  regulation,  we  cannoc 
refrain  from  humbly  reprefentihg  to  His  Majefty,  that,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  it  in  the  inftance  before  us,  it  has  been  made  to  ferve  as 
a  fecret  and  indired  mode  of  increafing  the  influence  of  the  Crown, 
and  of  adding  to  the  revenues  of  the  Civil  Lift,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  confent  of  Parliament. 

^*  It  appears,  that  the  fum,  annually  paid  from  the  Civil  Lift 
to  the  fupport  of  the  State  office,  previous  to  the  prefent  arrange- 
ment, was  14,240!.  That,  in  the  year  1795,  in  confcquence  of 
the  new  appropriation  of  the  fees,  and  of  the  arrangements  made  on 
the  diviflon  of  the  oflice,  no  more  than  3>379l-  was  to  be  provided 
for  out  of  the  Civil  Lift,  which  therefore  gained  ih  that  year  the 
fum  of  io,86il.  That,  by  the  increafe  of  fees  received  in  the 
three  flrft  quarters  of  the  year  1796  (the  lateft  period  to  which  the 
accounts  before  us  are  made  up]  the  Civil  Lift  was  exonerated 
from  any  payment  beyond  the  fum  of  2,1781.  and  even  that  fum 
liable  to  he  diminiftied  by  the  receipt  of  feesin  the  fourth  quarter  of 
that  year  ;  (o  that  the  gain  to  the  Civil  Lift,  from  the  Order  in 
Council  in  1795,  was  in  1796  at  leaft  12,0721.,  which,  added  to 
the  preceding  io,86il.,  makes  a  fum,  gained  to  the'Civil  Lift  in 
two  year's  of  the  war,  of  22,933!.,  exclufive  of  what  may  have  been 
derived  from  the  operation  of  this  arrangement  in  the  year  1794 
and  1 797>  of  which  we  poflefs  no  authentic  information,  but  which 
cannot  be  eftimated  at  a  lefs  fum  than  was  obtained  in  the  two 
years  of  which  we  have  an  account. 

**  That  the  Civil  Lift  has  not,  however,  gained  thefe  fums  by 
file  Angle  operation  of  bringing  the  fees  to  account,  but  by  certain 
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{4acc  in  canfequenEe  of  a  motion  on  the  other  fide  of  die  Houfc  to 
make  overtures  for  peace  :  be  remembered,  that  upon  that  occasion 
he  contended,  that  oo  overtures  could  then  be  made  for  peace,  cdi>- 
fiflent  with  the  honour  and  fccurity  of  the  country.  In  the  comfe 
of  the  debate,  it  was  aiked  on  the  other  fide,  will  no  extremity  of 
danger  compel  70U  to  make  piopofittons  for  peace }  He  believed  be 
replied  upon  iliat  occalion  as  he  had  upon  others,  tkat  every  queAion 
of  danger  was  in  its  nature  comparative,  and  diat  in  a  contcft  of 
the  prelent  nature,  they  would  decide  up«i  circumftances  hs  they 
arofc  ;  but  unlefs  be  Jaw  better  grounds  for  making  overtures  for 
peace,  and  a  greater  chance  of  its  being  fecure  and  honourable  than 
then  exilled,  be  would  continue  the  contcft  a$  long  as  he  was  fop- 
[mrtcd  by  the  People  of  England  ;  that  Miniftcrs  had  done  ihcir 
duty  ;  and  then  he  ufcd  the  exprdOon, 

Toto  certandum  eft  corpore  Regni. 
But  though  Virgil  could  not  be  nifunderljtood,  yet  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  Ibcmi  that  Virgil  could  be  altered.  He 
then  prefTed  the  propriety  of  making  overtures  for  peace  upon  thcfe 
grounds.  Make  the  attempt,  laid  he,  and  if  you  fail,  if  the  enemy 
will  not  confcnt  to  peace  upon  fair  and  equitable  terms,  at  lead  yos 
T*iU  have  attained  the  obje<5t  of  dividing  France  and  unitit^  £1^- 
land,  and  then  tt  was  the  right  honourable  gentleman  u(ed  the 
phrafc, 

Toto  ctTlaihlMm  t&  corpore  Regni, 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  had  fccn  the  experiment  tried ; 
he  had  fecn  overtures  made  fur  peace,  and  he  had  fecn  the  mode  in 
which  thofe  overtures  had  been  rejcflcd  by  the  Dircflor)-,  and  be 
trulled  that  at  leafl  the  right  honourable  gendcman  would  recollect 
his  Latin  pledge. 

He  had  feen  the  proud  and  tnfulling  reje£lion  of  our  propofal  for 
'  "  be  wifbed  to  infpire  the  country  with  vigour,  and  not 
it  by  drawing  dcfponding  pidurcs  of  its  lituatioo,  he 
lirly  pAforrn  the  folcmn  promifc  he  had  ^ven.  He 
:  of  any  potTible  objeftion  the  right  honourable  gcntl»- 
iggcft  i  could  he  expeS  that  the  enemy  (bould  have 
h  more  infulting  haughtinefs  i  could  he  cxpcA  any 
>Rilc  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  than  that  after  months 
on  our  part,  they  fhould  rtfoS:  us  all  explanation,  and 
)  No  terms  oflered  by  them,  no  anfwer  made  by 
propofal,  but  the  demand,  as  a  Pnlimiitary,  of  every 
»uld  come  into  difcuOion  in  die  couile  of  the  ncgotia- 
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tion.  What  farther  infults  did  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
think  this  country  (hould  receive  to  induce  him  to  perform  his 
pledge? 

The  other  honourable  gentleman  had  difcovercd  another  diRinc- 
tion  to  juftify  hisconduA  He  admitted  that  there  were  times  in 
which  he  had  faid,  that  if  the  French  would  not  confent  to  peace 
upon  fair  terms,  that  he  would  confent  to  fupport  even  the  prcfcht 
Government.  But  that  was  before  the  difcovery  which  the  honour- 
able gentleman  now  Aated  he  had  made  in  the  laft  feflion,  that  the 
French  could  not  poffibly  make  peace  with  His  Majefty's  prefcnt 
Miniflers :  and  the  ground  upon  which  he  founded  that  aflcrtion 
was  this,  that  the  French  Government  knew  we  were  not  fincerc, 
and  the  principles  upon  which  we  firft  began  the  war  (hewed  that  we 
never  could  be  fincere  in  any  negotiation  for  peace  we  might  carry  on 
with  them.  It  was  rather  a  lingular  circumftanccyithat  this  argii* 
ment  did  not  occur  to  the  honourable  gentleman  when  he  gtive  that 
Iblenfin  pledge  ;  becaufe  if  the  principles  upon  which  the  war  was 
commenced,  clearly  (hewed  that  the  Englifh  Government  could 
never  be  (incere  in  their  efforts  for  peace,  the  honourable  gentleman 
ought  not  to  have  given  a  pledge  to  fupport  them.  He  would  not 
now  enter  into  an  argument  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  as 
to  who  were  the  aggreiTors  in  the  war.  But  the  Houfc,  he  was  furt, 
would  not  forget  the  circumfiance  of  Mr.  Chauvelin  quitting  this 
country,  and  the  fubfequent  declaration  of  war  by  France,  which 
proved,  beyond  the  poffibility  of  a  doubt,  that  we  were  compelled  to 
enter  into  this  war  to  defend  ourfelves  againd  the  unprovoked  ag« 
greflton  of  France. 

But  though  Miniders  had  not  entered  into  the  war  for  the  purpofe 
of  deftroying  any  fet  of  principles  in  France,  yet  it  did  not  follow 
that  having  been  forced  into  the  war  by  the  unjuft  aggreifion  of 
France,  wc  were  not  to  oppofe  thofe  principles  which  were  fo  dan- 
gerous to  every  civilized  government,  and  particularly  as  they  had  led 
to  chat  unprovoked  aggreflion  againft  us.  But  the  honourablcgentlcman 
had  (aid  that  Mintders  had  declared  they  would  not  make  ppice  with 
France — Minifters  fald  no  fuch  thing,  they  faid  they  never  oould 
confent  to  a  peace  which  was  to  facrifice  at  once  the  fecurity  and 
the  honour  of  England. 

The  next  point  infided  upon  by  the  honourable  gentleman  wafl» 
that  His  Majedy's  prefent  Miniders  could  never  apply  for  peace, 
without  admitting  that  this  country  Was  come  to  th«  lowed  date  of 
dtihefs.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  could  ptove  that  in  th 
mode  in  which  the  Britifh  Government  applied  for  peace,  they  had 
give.i  up  the  fafety  and  honour  of  the  country ;  if  chat  could  be 
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difWn&ion  was. made  J)y  him  bet\;v;<Bcn  a  prodigal  profufionof  the 
public  moneyy  and  a  wife  and  liberal  expenditure  of  it,  where  the 
nature  of  the  office  to  be  executed,  and  the  talents  ntceflfary  to  the 
due  execution  of  it  (hould  be  pro^rly. attended  to  and  adequately  re- 
compenccd.  It  was  lohg  a  matter  of  aftoniChment  to  him  how  a 
fituation  which  required  fuch  different  talents  and  fuch  diflferent  pre- 
paratory ftudics,  could  ever  have  been  filled  by  one  and  .the  fame 
man  ;  it  was  with  fatisfa£tion,  therefore,  that  he  viewed  the  repara- 
tion of  offices  that  had  taken  place,  and  that  fatisfadtion  was  furely  not 
diminifhed  when  he  attended  to  the  abilities  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  who  had  been  appointed  to  difchargc  it ;  and  if  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  moved  the  addrefs  had  any  acquaintance 
with  the  nature  of  public  offices,  he  would  be  obliged  to  confefs  that 
there  was  never  more  attention,  diligence,  and  affiduity  evinced  in 
any  office,  as  in  that  where  the  right  honourable  gentleman  prelided. 
Indeed  he  thoiight  him  a  model  of  imitation  in  this  rcfpe<5l ;  it  was 
therefore  not  without  hmc  fcnfc  of  indignation  that  he  liftened  to 
the  infinuations  thrown  out  againft  Minifters  on  thisoccafion — in- 
llnuations  which  he  as  an  independent  man  would  ever  reprobate, 
and  which  a  fpirit  of  candour  and  liberality  could  never  have  fug- 
ge(^d.     He  would  therefore  oppofe  the  addrefs. 

Mr.  ABBOT  thought  hirrifelf  bound  to  defend  the  Cottwnittcc 
of  Finance,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  Member.  To 
the  Reports. of  thjit  Committee  he  would  adhere,  nor  could  be 
bring  himfelf  to  agree  with  the  opinion  now  delivered  in  the  rival 
leport,  bought  forward  by  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  thci 
appealed  to  the  hiftory  of  the  laft  century,  to  prove  the  neccffity  of 
a  third  Secretary  of  Statel  As  to  mere  (inecure  places,  hethoo^t 
they  afforded  a  very  proper  and  praAicable  field  for  reform »  and 
the  prefcnt  was  a  moment  which  called  for  every  poffible  retrench- 
ment in  that  rcfpefl  ;  but  he  was  averfe  to  any  retrenchment  that 
could  tend  to  diminifh  the  fplendour  and  dignify  of  the  Crown. 
The  addrefs  he  looked  upon  as  impolitic  and  imperfed. 

Mr.  R.  P.  CAREW  wasof  opinion  that  the  feparation  of  the 
two  offices  was  highly  neceffary  in  the  time  of  war,  and  would  be 
alfo  advifcable  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  SCROPE  BERNARD  defended  the  Committee  of  Fin- 
ancc,  and  obferved,  that  it  had  been  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  that  the  furplus  of  fees  ihould  go  to  the  Civil  Lift, 
to  make  up  for  the  extraordinary  cxpences  to  which  it  was  ez- 
pofcd  in  the  time  of  war. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  that  the  moft  important  part  of  the  ad- 
dre(s,  namely,  the  h&s  it  contained,  remained  fiill  unoontrovezted ; 
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the  objedions  oflfered  to  them  were  unfupportcd  by  a  tittle  of  what 
could   be  called  evidence.     He   contended^  that  the  addrefs  was 
dravm  up   with  the   moft  guarded    circumpedtion ;  it  principally 
dated  the  abufe  in  eftablifhing  an  increafed  fyftem  of  patronage,  and 
reprobated  the  micafure  of  aggrandizing  the  Civil  Li(l»   by  giving  to 
it  the  fees  of  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State,  as  unconftitutional, 
and  unwarranted  in  the  higheft  degree.     He  perceived  that  the 
office  of  third  Secretary  was  intended  as  a  permanent  eftablifhment 
—the  allegations  referring  to  that  point  were  un^ntradidled,  and 
the  Houfe  would  decide  on  the  juAice  of  his  inferences.     He  could 
not  help  obfervingy  that  fome  gentlemen  on  the  Finance  Committee 
felt  fore  at  his  ftatements ;  and  a  diftinguiflicd  Member  went  fo 
far  as  to  call  it  a  "  Rival  Report." — The  prayer  of  the  petition  to 
His  Majefty,  went  to  induce  him  to  do  away  the  imprefIion»  in  a 
conGderable  inftance,  of  the   war  being  produdive  of  a  fyilem  of 
ennolument  and  patronage.— The  idea  of  the  appointment  of  a 
third  Secretary  of  State,  namely,  for  managing  the  affairs  of  Scot- 
bnd^  was  by  no  means  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  appointment 
of  a  third  Secretary  of  State  at  prefent,  the  circumAances  of  that 
kingdom  might  require  it  at  the  time  ;  however  in  due  time  it  died 
a  natural  death-— it  was  no  longer  found  neceiTary.—* The  office  of 
American  Secretary  did  not  long  exift  ;  Parliament  decidedly  fct  its 
face  againd  it,  and  declared  the  office  to  be  at  lead  unneceflfary  ;  in 
1782,   by  the  operation  of  Mr.  Burice'sBill,  it  was  fuppreffed. 
With  rcfpe^l  to  what  an  honourable  gentleman  had  i^ated  relative 
•  to  the  omifn<m  of  the  next  claufe  of  the  bill,  to  that  fet  forth  in  the 
addrefs,  the  omiffion  had  by  no  means  the  efie^l  alluded  to ;  the 
office  might  certainly  be  revived  by  the  Crown.     But  let  the  lan- 
guage of  the  AA  refpeding  a  revival  of  the  office  be  feen,  and  the 
heavy  penalties  attached  to  the  holder  of  the  office  will  clearly  ap- 
pear.— The  bill  could  not  be  faid  as  fpeaking  in  terms  of  approba- 
tion of  the  revival  of  the  office ;  as  well  might  it  be  faid  that  a 
penal  ftatute  recognized  the  crime  of  burglary,  beCaufe  it  mention- 
ed it,  fur  the  purpofe  of  attaching  the  penalty  of  hanging  to  the 
offender.     He  then  adverted  to  what  he  defcribcd  as  the  unwar- 
rantable perfonality,  manifeded  by  ^thofe  who  oppofcd  his  motion* 
He  affured  gentlemen,  it  was  equally  painful  to  him  to  adopt  per- 
fixiality  in  his  defence,  as  to  hear  it  applied  to  himfclf.     He  was 
fairly  dommitted  with  one  right  honourable  gentleman.     He  aver- 
ted the  office  in  quefiion  to  be  unneceffary  ;  that  perfon  averred  it 
was   necefTary.     In   this  point   of  view,  they  could  proceed  no 
farther.     He  was  as  willing  to  give  credit,  as  to  ailume  it,  that 
|h:y  both  fpoke  their  genuine  fentiments  and  feelings.     But,  per- 
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haps,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  felt  a  little  bias  from  the 
drcumftance  of  his  being  in  poflfcflTion  of  the  ofSce  himfelf ;  of  that 
others  were  to  judge.  He  repeated,  however,  that  the  appco- 
priation  of  the  fees  to  the  Civil  Lift,  without  a  vote  of  that  Houfe, 
or  thefandion  of  Parliament,  was  highly  reprehenfible  and  uncon- 
ftitutional :  and  this  was  one  great  ground  of  his  prefent  chatgc. 
If  the  Civil  Lift  was  inadequate  to  its  purpofes,  or  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown,  it  fhould  be  made  fo  by  fair,  open,  and  conftitutional 
means.  The  main  poidts  of  the  addrefs  were  two  ;  (irft,  the  alle- 
gation that  the  office  was  unneceflfary  ;  againft  which  there  was  no 
evidence  offered,  but  the  bare  aflertion  of  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman :  his  allegation  was  borne  out  by  the  teftimony  of  Mr. 
Pollock,  who  decidedly  ftated  his  opinion,  that  the  office  was  uo- 
neceflary.  With  refped  to  what  was  faid  of  the  unwillingnefs  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to  accept  the  office  of  Secretary, 
and  that  he  had  executed  it  gratuitoufly,  it  (bould  appear  that  he 
foon  repented  of  that  conceffion,  for  he  contrived  to  get  a  falaiy 
annexed  to  the  office  of  Prefidcnt  of  the  Board  of  Control,  and 
fpeedily  after,  to  get  two  friends  of  his.  Members  of  Parliament, 

^  accommodated  with  fttuations  of  1500I.  a-year  each  ;  indee^I,  that 
gentleman  never  was  without  a  train  of  friends  to  trumpet  forth  his 
praifes  when  occafion  required.  It  was  alfo  ftrongly  objei^cd  to 
the  addrefs,  that  it  had  no  fpecific  objedt-— it  however  had  obviouily 
a  fpecific  objed,  which  was  the  abrogation  of  an  unnecelTary  office, 
and  the  confequent  retrenchment  of  large  falaries.  The  exiftence 
of  tlie  office  militated  againft  the  fpirit  of  Mn  Burke's  bill,  and  the 
deprivation  of  the  Secretaries  office  to  a  certain  amount  in  fixs,  of 

'  22,oool.  per  annum,  and  which  fum  was  known  to  be  much 
larger  fince  the  war,  without  any  account  of  the  particular  applica- 
tion of  it  being  laid  before  Parliament,  ought  ferioufly  to  be  in- 
quired into.  The  addrefs  involved  a  fpecific  objed,  as  far  as  it 
was  in  his  mind  decorous  ^or  proper  to  do'  fo  ;  it  pointed  to  the 
grievance,  but  left  the  fpecific  remedy  in  the  breaft  of  his  Majefty. 
His  view  was  to  make  him  appear  as  the  father  of  his  people ;  he 
wiftied  to  fee  the  Sovereign  popular ;  he  thought  the  redrefs  had 
better  come  from  that  quarter ;  he  did  mn  like  to  fuggeft  any  thiif 
that  might  appear  like  an  interftreiKe  with  the  prerogative ;  the 
objed  of  the  addrefs  was  clear  and  defined,  no  doubts  could  be 
entertained  about  it.  The  arrangement  of  the  fees,  and  their  ap- 
plicition  to  the  Civil  Lift,  he  thought  highly  reprehenfible.  No 
^entlernan,  except  thofe  immediately  concerned  in  the  office,  had 
dirifdUy  averred  his  0^  nion,  that  it  was  neceflary  :  be  was  free  to 
fubrcr'ibe  to  certain  parts  of  the  offiqial  conduct  of  the  right  honour^ 
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able  Secretary,  ft^  ^^^uracy,  contanefs,  aqd  tfigal^ritj  YMeb  per- 
iraded  his  depaitoscncs  ;  tn  this  .view«  be  had  confiderable  fncfit,  and 
defcrvedthe  encomiums  which  were  t)eftowed  upon  hfn^.'  For  his 
own  part,  he  hkd  no  other  motives  in  Ihus  coming  forward,  hift  a 
fervent  regard  to  the  public  welfar)e--r lenity  to  his  Sovereign/  and 
a  wi(h,  in  times  lijce  the  prefcnt,  to  fee  the  mo(i  rigid  eoonomy 
enforced. — Vf'pii  thefc  imprefllions,  he  deemed  it  hb  duty  to  per- 
fift  in  moving  th|e  Houfe  •  to  a^drefs  His  Majef^. 

Mr.  R.  P.  CAREW  e^plawd. 

Mr.  MARTiN  iaid,  that  he  had  conftitncional  grounds  for 
fupporting  the  addrefs ;  he  would  avow  his  Opinion,  and  it  was, 
that  the  office  in  quefli(Mi  tended  to  give  an  unconAitutional  patton- 
« age  to  the  Crown. 

The  queflion  was  then  pot  on  the  addrefs,  which  was  negatived 
widu}ut  a  divifion. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  all  Additions  which  have  been  made  to  the 
annual  charge  of  the  PUBLIC  DEBT,  by  the  intereft  or  an- 
nuities  of  any  loan  that  hath  been  made,  or  annuities  created, 
fubfequent  to  the  pafTingjof  an  A&  27  Geo.  HI.  cap.  13  «  as 
required  by  the  7  2d  fedion  of  tlie  faid  Ad :  and  alfo  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  feveral  duties,  granted  for  defraying  the  charge  in- 
curred in  refpe£t  of  the  fame,  in  the  year  eqdcd  the  10th  day  of 
Odober  1797. 

An  ACCOUNT  of  all  Additions  which  have  been  made  to  the  anooal 
charge  of  the  PUBLIC  DEBT,  by  the  intereii  or  annaitietfor  or  on 
accoant  of  any  loan  which  hath  been  nude,  or  any«  annaitiei  which 
have  been  created,  fabfequent  to  the  pafling  of  aa  Ad  of  the  a 7th 
year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  lotitnled  "  An  A€k  for 
'*  repealing  the  fevcrai  duties  of  coitoms  and  excife,  and  granting 
**  otiier  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  and  for  applyii^  the  iaid  dimes,  tb- 
*'  gcther  with  the  other  duties  compofing  tne  public  levenae;  for  per- 
*'  mitting  the  importation  of  certain  soods,  warrs,  and  mercban- 
'*  dize,  the  produce  or  manufadlure  of  the  FtP^^^p^^"  donunions  of 
"  the  French  King,  into  this  kingdom ;  and  for  applying  certain 
*'  anclaimed  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  for  the  payment  of 
*'  annuities  on  lives,  to  the  reduftion  of  the  National  £)ebt*" 

^y  virtue  of  aiT  AB.  29  Geo.  III.  the  fom  of  i87,oqoL 
nras  raifed  by  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  7I.  9s*  qd^  . 
per  centum  per  annum,  for  the  term  of  i8|  years, 
nom  the  5th  April  1789,  and  then  to  ceafe^  whi^ 
annuities  were  diredled  by  the  faid  Ad  to  be  added 
to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  uith,  certain  annuities 
grantcvi  by  two  A£ts  of  the  1 8th  and  19th  years  of  the 
reign  of  His  prefcnt  Majeity,  payable  half-yeaily  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  and  charged  upon  the  Coafo- 
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lidated  Fand ;  the  amount  whereof,  wid  the  cfaamt 
of  maQ^geoe&t  for  the  faine,  for  the  year  ended  Bie 
loth  of  Qteber  1797,  was  . 

By  virtue  of  one  other  A^  of  the  &me  feiSon»  the  fum 
of  isOoiy^ooL  wa^  directed  to  be  raifed  by  annuities 
on  lives,  with  the  benefit  of  furvivorlhipi  diftributed 
into  claffes,  and  to  he  paid  at  the  Exchequer,  and 

«  chargjed  upon  the  Confohdated  Fund  (but  by  certain 
perfons  neglecting  to  complete  their  whole  payments  a 
deficiency  was  occafioned,  whereby  the  fum  on  which 
the  annuities  were  granted  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
1,002,099!.);  partotwhich  (aid annuities,  by  an  A€t 
of  the  30th  yeaf  of  His  iaid  Majefty's  reigio,  were 
converted  into  annuities  for  a  certain  term  of  69^ 
yean,  from  the  loth  of  Odober  1790,  and  were 
directed  bv  the  faid  Ad  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one 
joint  ftock  with,  certain  annuities  granted  by  two 
A^  of  Parliament  of  the  firft  and  fecond  yean  of  the 
reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  and  feveral  fubfequent 
A&,  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England ;  viz. 


The  charge  for  the  annuities  on  lives,      £. 

payable  at  the  Exchequer,  for  one 

yoLT,  from  the  loth  of  October  1796 

to  the  loth  of  Odober  1797        —  42,862 
Whereof  has  been  xe&rved  at  the 

Exchequer  for  the 

nfe  of  the  public, 

and  canied  to  the 

ConfolidatedFund, 

in  reipedt  of  the 

nominees  appoint- 
ed by  the  Commif- 

fionersoftheTrea- 

fury,  for  the  quar- 
ter ended  the  5th 

of  January  1797 
Referved  alio  at  the 

Exchequer,  to  be 

carried  totheCon- 

folidated  Fund,  for 

the  quarter  ended 

the5thof  July  1797  12,28^  14    6i 


t.    i. 


12,220    o    i\ 


24,506  14  \c\ 


—    .    —     .    »«'355    6 


Whereby  the  charge  to  the  public 
is  reduced  to 
The  charge  for  the  annuities  and 
management,  pay- 
able  at  the  Bank  of 
Kneland,  for  an- 
nuities to  continue 
69)  years,  for  one 
year,    ended    the 


1} 
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/■. 


/• 


L 


14,159    2  10 
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10th  of  Odbber       jf,       i.  d. 

^.'797        —         - 24^659    7    « 
The  charge  mcoried 

by    George    At- 

wood,  Efq.  infpec* 

tor  of  tontine'  cer- 
tificates, to  defray 

the  expence  atten- 

dine  tne  execution  "  ,.\  , 

of  the  above- men- 
tioned A^ofParr- 

liament         —  700    00 

The  charge  for  the 

clerks  in  the  Office 

of  the  Ckrk  ofthe  *> 

NlSffercbeirfer- 

vice  in  executinjg 

the  faid  A£h|  for 

one  year,    ended  « 

the  toth  of  OAo- 

bcr  1797  —        880    o    • 

The  chamfor  necef- 

farics£mi(hed  by 

the  U&er  of  the 

Exchequer  to  the 

Oficera  for  manag- 
ing thcie  annuities  ->-*  302    6    4 

— — —    26»px  13    to 

44.876  19    tI 


•M 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  produce  of  the  duties  impofed  fot  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defraying  the  increafed  charge  occafioned  l^  the  Annuities 
granted  in  purfuance  of  the  foUowine  A& ;  viz.  An  A^  ofthe  a9th 
year  ofthe  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  intituled,  .*'  An  A^fqr 
*'  raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  way  of  annuities ;"  and  of  one 
other  AA  ofthe  fame  feffion  of  Parliament,  intituled,  '*  An  A6  for 
*'  raifing  a  certain  fum  of  money  by  way  of  annuities^  attended 
with  the  benefit  of  furvivorihip,  in  clafles ;"  Part  of  which,  annuities . 
were,  by  an  Ad  30  Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  converted  into  annuities' 
for  an  abfolute  term  of  yean ;  viz. 


The  Produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  horfes,  granted 
from  the  cth  July  1789,  for  one  year,  ended  the  loth 
dayofOAober  i^^7  —        — 

The  produce  of  additional  duties  on  carriages,  granted 
from  ditto,  for  the  fame  time  —  .  — 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  news-papers, 
granted  from  the  ift  of  Auguft  1789,  for  the  iame 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  advertifements, 

ditto  —  — — 

'^he  produce  of  ihe.additionalduty  on  cards^  ditto  — • 


jf.  '•       dm 


i;,i7o 

4 

H 

i7»4«3 

»7 

"i 

33.974 

»7 

ID 

11,819 
5,109 

10 
6 

0 

0 
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Theproduce  of  the  additional  duty  oit  dice,  dkto  — «            184  lo  o 
The  produce  of  the  duties  on  legacies  or  (hares  of  pef- 

ibnal  eftates,  ditto            -:-            —                ^»04o    o  o 

The  produce  of  the  duties  on  probates  of  wills,  ditto        54?^  75  10  0 

The  amount  of  the  charges  for  annuitieS|  &c.  as  on  the 

other  fide  ^— *  —        f  9*056    %    {| 

Surplus  of  thefe  duties  in  the  year  ended  the  loth  of 
Cidober  1797  • — — .  64,261  14    oj 

By  virtue  of  an  h6t  33  Geo.  III.  the  fum  of  4,500,00^  was 
borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1793;  the  ooncribdtors 
whereof  were  entitled,  for  every  72I.  contributed  and  psiid,  fo 
xool.  capital  ftock,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centufti  per  annum, 
amounting  to  6,2oo,oool.  and  to  be  added  tOj  and  make  we 
joint  (lock  with,  the  3I.  per  cemum  amiuities;  oonfolklttcd  by 
Ads  25,  28,  29,  32,  and  33  Geo.  II.  itii  fevera!  fuMe- 
quent  A6ts,    and  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January 

1793- 

The  charge  in  refped  of  the  fame,  for  one  year's  amwity 

and  management,  limOtfncs  to         «—  -»        190,312  10    o 

Lsfarfcancebf  4n  Ad  3«Geoi  III«  cap.  jj.'direding 
the  one  hondredth  pirt  of  any  loan  or  capital  ftock 
creaftd  afUr  the  pamng  of  iht  (ai<i  Ad,  there  is  fet 
apart  at  the  Ezcheaoer,  in  refped  of  the  faid  capital 
Of  6,2j;*,aobl.  Miffiied  qoarterly  to  the  Bank  df 
l!togtand»  to  b^by  them  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
C0to«Moner>  for  xeducing  the  Natioiiai  DAnt,  the 
«Udaal  ftrin  of  ~—  -*«  62»5oo    o    0 

252>8l2    lO     O 

Ah  Ad&OUNT  of  the  produce  of  the  Duties  dircGcd  by  an  Ad 
33  Geo.  III.  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  Confolidated  Fund, 
fai  veTped  of  the  charge  thereupon  by  the  annuity  and  manager 
ment  on  61250,600!.  payable  out  of  the  faid  fund. 

Tfcepi^oceofthe  additional  duties  on  Bfltifh  fpirits^ 
continued  by  the  above-mentioned  k^  in  the  year 
ended  thfe  f  6th  day  of  Odober  (797  —    ^  69*^13     o    o 

Theproduce  of  the  additional  duties  on  foreign  fptrits, 
continued  by  dittb  fbr  th^  fame  time       —        ^    132>X78    o    o 


SOIy^OI-     O     O 

De^iencyofdiii  Fund  to anfwer  the  charge       —       5i«zii  10   o 

a52f8ii  10    • 
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By  Virtue  of  an  A&  3+  Geo.  III.  the  fum  of  1 1,000, oool.  was 
borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  17949  upon  the  following 
terms ;  viz. 

The  contributors  to  be  entitled  for  every  looLcon-  jQ,        x.    1/. 

tributed  and  paid,  to  looi.  capital  ilock,  at  3).  per 
centum  per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of 
January  1 794,  to  be  added  to  and  make  one  joint 
i^ockwith  the  3I.  per  cent,  annuties  confolidated 
by  Aft»  2C,    28,   29,  32,  and  33   Geo.   II.  and  '  ^ 

fcvcral  fubfcqucnt  AfU  ;  which  for  one  year,  ended 
the  5th  July  1797,  with  4,950!.  per  annum  for 
management,  amount  ta  —  -— -  334t950    ®    o 

And  to  an  additional  capital  of  2  ^1.  at  4I.  per  centum 
per  annum,  to  commence  from  the  loth  of  Udobcr 
n93»  making  a  capital  flock  of  2,750,000!.  to  be 
addoi  to  and  made  one  joint  (lock  with  the  capital 
ftock  of  4K  per  cent,  annuities,  eftabliflicd  by  two 
Ads  of  the  2 1  ft  and  2  2d  years  of  the  mgn  of  His 
prcfent  Majefty,  and  feveral  fubfequent  A^s ; 
which  for  one  year's  annuity,  together  with  ^237!. 
I  OS.  for  charges  of  management,  due  the  10th  of 

Oftober  1797,  amount  to         — • —         111,^37  10    o 

And  alfo  to  an  annuity  of  i  is.  5^.  jier  cent.u>n  the  fiiid 
ii,ooo,oool.  to  commence  from  the  faid   loth  of 
Oftober  1793,  to  continue  for.  the  term  of  66| 
years,  and  to  be  added  to  the  joiiit  ftock  of  an- 
nuities, which  by  two  Ads  of  the  ift  and  2d  years 
of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  were  granted 
for  99  and  98  years,  from  the  5th  January    1761, 
and  the  5th  of  January  1762  rcfpeflively,  and  then 
to  ceafe ;  which  annuity  for  one  year,  together 
with  7c61.   8s.    i^d.  for  charges  of  management, 
due  the  lothOdobcr  1797,   amount  to         —  63,498     i     5J 
In  purfuance  of  the  Aft  32  Geo.  111.  direding  the  one 
hundredth  part  of  any  loan  or  capital  ftock  created 
after  the  pnifingthc  faid  Ad,  there  is  fet  apart  at  the 
Exchequer,  in  refped  of  the  faid    i  i,ogo,ooo1.  in 
3!.  per  cent,  annuities,  and  iftued  quarterly  to  tlve 
Bank  of  England,   to   be  by  them  carried  to  the 
account  of  the  Commiffioners  for  reducing  the  na- 
tional debt,   the  annual  fum  of            —     1 10,000     o     o 

And  in  rcfpcd  of  the  capital  of  2,750,000!.  in  4I,  per 
cent,  annuities,   created  by  the  faid  Ad  34  Geo, 

III.  the  further  annual  fum  of        —         i7>Jco    o    o 

And  aifb  in  refped  of  the  future  adual  value  of  the 
annuities  granted  for  66^  years,  at  the  end  of  45 
years,  the  further  annual  ium  of  —        —  9,680    o    o  • 

III  ■       '  ■  ■    —— M^ 

By  two  Ads  34  Geo,  III.  for  grant.  656,865  11     jj 

ing  annuities  in  lieu   of  certain 
navy  and  vidaalling  bills,  tofuch 
Vol.  IV.  ^    ? 
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By  virtue  of  an  a3  35  Geo.  III.  the  fum  of  i8,ooo,oool.  was 
borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year    1795;  the  contributors 
whereof  were  entitled,  fur  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  to 
I  col.  flock  in  annuities,  at  3I.  per  cent,  to  commence  (Vom  the 
5  th  of  January  1795,  and  to  be  incorporated  into,  and  made  one 
joint  ftock  with,  the  3I.  per  cent,  confolidatcd  annuities,  which 
were  granted  by  Adts  25,   28,   29,   32,  and  33  Geo.  II.  and 
by  feveral  fubfequent  Adts  ;  and  alfo  to  33I.  6s.  8d.  in  annuities ; 
at  4I.  per  cent,  to  commence  from  the  loth  of  Oflobcr  1794 
and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  flock  with,  certain  4I. 
percent,  annuities,  cftabli(hcd  by  two  A<9s  of  Parliament  of  the 
20  and  2ift  years  of  His  prefcnt  Majefty's  Reign,  and  feveral 
fubfequent  AdJs  ;  and  by  the  faid  Aft  alfo  to  a  farther  annuity  of 
8s.  6d.  per  cent  per  annum,  for  a  certain  term  of  65^  years,  to 
commence  from  the  loth  of  Odobcr  1 794  ;  and  alfo,  by  one 
other  Adt  of  the  fame  Seflion,  to  an  additional  annuity  of  is.  per 
cent,  per  annum  for  the  fame  time,  and  for  the  fame  term,  making 
together  9s.  6d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  to  be  together  itKorpo- 
rated   into,   and    made  one  joint  (lock  with  certain  annuities, 
which  were  granted  for  99  and  98  years,  from  the  5th  January 
1 761    and  the  5th  of  January   1762  (and  then  to  ceafc)  and 
were  made  one  joint  ftock  of  annuities  with  certain  other  annui- 
ties by  divers  afts  of  His  prcfent  Majefty's  reign  :  all  which  fe- 
veral annuities,  and  the  charges  attending  the  fame,  are  charged 
upon,  and  made  payable  out  of,  the  Confolidatcd  Fund  ;  vix. 

The  annual  charge  in  refpc^  of  18, 000 ,0001.  at  3I.         £.        s.    /. 
per  cent,  per  annum,  granted  by  the  faid  a<5l,  com- 
mencing from  the  5th   January   1795.  including 
8, 1  ool.  per  annum  f(;r  management,  amount  to  548,100    o    • 

The  annual  charp;e  of  the  faid  4!.  \)tr  cent,  .innuities 
at  33I.  6s.  8a.  for  each  lool.  contributed^  and 
making  a  capital  of  6,ooo,oo..l.  commencing  from 
the  loth  October  1794,  including  2,700!.  per  an- 
num for  management,  amounts  to        —        —         242,700    o    0 

The  annual  charge  of  gs.  6d.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  , 
the  faid  i8^ooo,oo^l.  commencing  from  the  faid 
loth  Oftobcr  1794,  to  continue  655  years,  in- 
cluding 961I.  175.  6d.  for  management,  amounts  to       86  461  17    6 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  the  faid  1 8,000 ,oool,  to 
be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,  and  ifTued  to  the 
Bank  of  England,  to  be  by  them  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Commiffioners  for  reducing  the  Na- 
tional Debt,  purfuantto  the  A61  32  Geo.  JIT.  will 
amount  to  the  annual  fum  of        —  »  ■  l8o>000    o    • 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  the  faid  6,00.0,0  cl.  in 
4l,  per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exche- 
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qoer^  and  iflued  to  the  Bank,  to  be  carried  to  the         £•        s*    d* 
account  of  the  faid  Commifiioners^  will  amount  to 
the  annual  fum  of        —  —  —  6o,ooo    o    o 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,  to 
be  iffued  to  the  Bank,  and  to  be  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  faid  Commiffioners,  m  refpe^l  of  the 
value  of  the  annuities  granted  for  65I  years,  at 
the  end  of  45  years,  amounts  to  — -         —         '^>'35     ^    o 


By  an  a^  35  Geo.  III.  for  granting  annuities  to  fa-  1,130,096  17     6 

tisfy  navy  and  victualling  bills,  to  fuch  proprietors 

of  navy  and  vidualling  bills  as  were  made  out  on  or 

before  the  30th  September  1793^  who  fhould  deli- 
ver up  tjheir  bills  to  be  cancelled,  were  entitled,  for 

every  lool.  contained  in  fuch  bills,  to  a  capital  of 

108I.  in  annuities,  after  the  race  of  5I.  per  cent,  per 

annum,   to  commence  from  the  5th  of  January 

179^ :  and  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  dock 

with,  certain  annuities,  eftabliihed  by  the  adls-  24, 

25,  and  34  years  of  His  Majefty's  reign,  whereby 

an  addition  was  made  to  the  capital  of  5I.  percent. 

annuities^-  granted  by  the  faid         £.        /•    d, 

a^ts,  of  1,609, 897I.  175.  id.: 

the  annual  fum  payable  in  re- 

fpedl  of  the  .fame  amounts  to       80,494  17  10 
And    for    management   of    the 

fame,  the  annual  fum  of        —        724    9     i 


8i>2i9  6  II 
The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at 
the  Exchequer,  in  refpcd  of  the 
one  hundredth  part  of  the  faid 
capital  of  1,609,8971.  17s.  id. 
purfuant  to  the  above-men- 
tioned A^  of  the  32  Geo.  III. 
will  amount  to  -—  16,098  19    6 


97,318     6     5 


1,227,415     3   It 


The  following  Duties  granted  by  fundry  ASs  of  Parliament  of  the 
35  th  year  of  the  reign  of  His  Majcfty,  for  defraying  the  incrcafed 
charge  on  the  Confolidatcd  Fund  in  rcfpc6t  of  the  Annuities,  &c. 
cftablifticd  by  the  A(3s  35th  Geo.  III.  from  the  5th.  July 
1795,  for  one  year,  ended  the  loth  OtStobcr  1797. 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  wines,  from  £.  /•  d.  . 

the  23d  February  1795             —         —         —  226,490  o  o 
The   produce    of  the  additional   duty  on   fweets, 

from  ditto        ^-           ^-        —        —        —  5*943  o  o 
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The  produce  of  the  adiditiocial  do  ties  pn  Bntiih  fpiriti,        £.       /.    i. 

granted  from  ditto  —  —  -~  91*829    o    • 

The  produce  df  the  additional  duties  on  foreign 

fpirits,  granted  from  ditto  —  —  '53»7'7    o    o 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  tefi«  granted 

from  the  i6th  March  1795  — >  —  s  11^832    o    0 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  cofiee  and 

cocoa  nuts,  granted  from  ditto  — .        *-i-        24*093    o    0 

Hie  produce  of  the  duties  on  fruit,  fallad  oil,  wafte 

£lk,  Ac.  granted  from  ^th  April  1795         ^—  9»»585    8    0} 

Hie  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  the  exports* 

tion  of  rock  fait  and  coals,  granted  from  ditto        —     19*041  14    iX 
The  produce  of  the  duties  on  certificates  iflaed  for 

ufing  hair  powder,  granted  from  the  5th  May  179^      '83*757  '3    7 
The  produce  of  the    additional   ftarop  duties    on 

writs,  agreeroenUy  indentures,  &c.   granted  from 

5th  July  179c  —  —  —  45,170    8    2 

The  produce  of  the  additional  damp  duties  on  re- 
ceipts, &c.  granted  from  ditto  —  —         ^•^75    6    9 
The  produce  of  the  damp  duty^  on  fea  infurances, 

granted  from  ditto  —  '         —  —        96,609  14    6 

Caih  brought  to  this  accompt  from  the  revenue  of  the 

Poft  Office,  on  40,0001.  per  annum,  purfuant  to  an 

AA  37  Geo*  III.  chap.  18,  for  three  quarters,  ended 

the  lothOAober  1797  —  _        _        30,000    o    o 

The  produce  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  diftilleries  and 

on  licences  to  diflillers  in  Scotland  —        23,500    o   0 

1,190,244    5    5 J 
Deficiency  of  this  fund,  for  the  year  ended  the  loth 

of0^oberi797  —  —  —         37*17018    j| 

i,227,4fS     3  II 

• 

By  virtue  of  an  A^  36  Geo.  lU.  the  fum  of  i8,ooo,oool.  was  borroved 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1796,  the  contributors  whereof  were  entitled, 
for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  to  looL  (lock,  in  3I.  per  ceat. 
Confolidated  Annuities,  and  to  an  additional  ftock  of  20I.  in  like  3l« 

fer  cent.  Confolidated  annuities  ;  the  whole  to  commence  from  the  5th 
uly  179^9  and  to  be  confolidated  and  made  one  joint  flock  with  cer- 
tain annuities  confolidated  by  the  adU  2 5^  28,  29,  32  and  33  Geo.  IL 
and  feveral  fubfequent  A^fls  of  Parliament;  and  al(o  to  a  farther  addido- 
nal  ftock  of  25I.  for  each  tooL  fo  {>aid  in  reduced  annuities,  at  3I.  per 
cent,  to  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  ftock  with,  the  3I.  per  cent, 
annuities,  which  were  reduced  from  4!.  per  cent,  per  annum  to  3I.  per 
cent  per  annum,  by  an  adl  23  Geo.  IL  and  confolidated  and  made  one 
joint  ftock  with  other  annuities  by  fundry  fubfequent  a^s,  and  to 
commence  from  the  loth  O^ober  1795  ;  and  alfo  to  a^farther  annuity  of 
6s.  6d.  per  cent  to  continue  for  a  certab  term  of  64^  years,  from  the 
faid  loth  Odlober  17959  and  then  to  ceafe;  and  to  be  added  to,  and 
made  one  joint  ftocK  with,  certain  annuities  granted  for  99  and  9S 
years,  and  by  fundry  A^  of  Parliament  with  other  annoitiea  ccmMi- 
dated  and  made  one  joint  ftock^  and  charged  upon  the  ^ConfoBdated 
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Fond :  and  by  one  other  AA  36th  Geo.  III.  the  fom  of  7,soo,oooL 
was  alfo  borrowed  for  the  fervice  of  the  faid  year  1 796,  the  contribn- 
tors  whereof  were  entitled,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid »  to 
lOoL  ftock  in  the  faid  3I.  per  cent.  Confolidated  Annuities,  and  to  an 
additional  ftock  of  20I.  in  the  faid  3L  per  cent.  Confolidated  Annuities, 
to  commence  from  the  ^th  January  1 796,  and  to  be  confolidated  and 
made  one  joint  ftock  with  certain  annuities  confolidated  by  the  faid  Ads 
t^t  iS,  29,  32,  and  ^^  Geo.  II.  and  feveral  fubfequent  ads ;  and  alfo 
to  a  farther  additional  capital  of  2  5I.  per  cent,  for  each  i  col.  fo  paid, 
in  reduced  annuities,  at  3I.  per  cent,  to  be  added  to»  and  made  one  joint 
ftock  with,  the  faid  3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  which  were  reduced  from  4I. 
to  3I.  per  cent,  by  an  Ad  2  3  Geo.  II.  and  confolidated  and  made  one 
joint  ftock  with  other  annuities  by  fundry  fubfequent  ads,  and  to  com- 
mence from  the  5th  April  1 796;  and  alfo  to  a  farther  additional  annuity 
of  $s.  6d.  per  cent,  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  63I  years^  to  com- 
mence from  the  laid  5th  April  1 796,  and  then  to  ceafe* 

llie  annual  char^  in  refpedof  i8,ooo,oool.  together 
with  the  additional  capital  of  20I.  per  cent,  making 
together  21, ooo,oooL  (but  reduced  by  certain  per-  £,        /.    y, 

fons  negleding  to  complete  their  whole  payments 
for  4,20ol.  to  the  fum  of  2  i,59C,8col.)  in  confoli- 
dated 3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  irom  the  ^th  July 
]  795,  together  with  9*7 1 81.  2s.  2d.  for  manage- 
ment —         —  ' —        —        —        657,592     2     % 

The  annual  charge  of  the  additional  251.  per  cent,  in 
5I.  per  cent,  reduced  annuities,  amounting  to 
4,900,0001.  from  the  icth  Odober  1795,  with 
2,©25l.  for  management  of  the  fame        '37»025    o    o 

The  animal  charge  of  the  additional  6s.  6d.  per  cent, 
on  i8,ooo,oool.  for  64I  years,  from  the  laid  loth 
Odobef  '795*  together  with  6  5  81.  2s.  6d.  for  ma-« 
nagement        —        —  —  —         '       59*  158     t    6 

The  aae  hundredth  part  of  21, 59^,8001.  in  confoli- 
dated 31.  per  cent  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the 
Exchequer,  parfuant  to  the  faid  Ad  32  Geo.  Ill, 
for  one  year        —        —        215,958    o    O 

Theonehundredthpart  of  4,500,000!.  in  reduced  3I. 
per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer, 
purfuant  to  the  faid  Ad  32  Geo.  III.  for  the  fame 
time  —         —        —        —  —         45}000    o    o 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,  pur- 
fuant to  the  faid  Ad  32  Geo.  III.  in  refped  ot  the 
value  of  the  annuities  granted  for  64I  years,  at  the 
end  of  45  years        _        — .  ».•         ..  8,460    o    o. 

»     'I     11  ■  1 1 II    ii^—^ 

The  annaal  charge  in  refped  of  i»' 23, 193    4    8 

7,500,000!.  together  with 
the  additional  capital  of  20L 
per  cent,  making  together 
9,ooo,oool.  (but  reduced,  by 
certain  perfoxu  negleding  to 
complete  their  whole  payments 
for   65,8ool.   to  the  fum  of 


% 
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S,934,20ol.)    in   confolidated 
3I.  per  cent,  annuities^  from 
the  5th  January  1796,  togc-         ^.         /.     d^ 
thcr  with  4,020!.  78.  9|d.  for 
management  —        —         172,046     7     9I 

The  annual  charge  of  the  addi- 
tional 25].  per  cent,  in  3I.  pei 
cent,  reduced  annuities,  amount- 
ing to  1,875,0001.  (but  reduced 
by  certain  pcrfons  negledling  to 
complete  their  whole  payments 

^o*^    '>»37?^-    to  ^^  uim,of 

1,83^0,6251.)    from    the   5th 

April  1796,  with  856I.  i6i. 

7 |d.  for  management  —         56,625  \\     '^\ 

The  annual  charge  of  the  addi- 
tional   5s.   6d.    per  cent,  on 

7,500,0001.    for    63 J    years, 

from  the  faid  5th  April  1 796 

(after  deducting  the  annuity  of 

42!.  I2S.  6d.  forfeited  by  cer- 
tain  perfons  not  completing 

their   whole   payments)    with 

23 iL   IIS.  for  management         .  20,813  18     k 
The   one    hundredth    part    of 

8,934,2001.  in  confolidated  3I. 

per  cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet 

apart  at  the  Exchequer,  pur- 

fuant  to  the  AA  32  Geo.  III. 

for  one    year,  from  the   jth 

July  1796        89,342     o    o 

The   one    hundredth     part    of 

1,859,6251.  in  reduced  3K  per 

cent,  annuities,  to  be  fet  apart 

at  the  Exchequer,  purfu  ant  to 

the  faid  a«5l  32  Geo.  III.  for 

one  year,  from  the  5th  July 

1796        —        —  —         18,596     5    o 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at 

the  Exchequer,  purfuant  to  the 

Ad  32  Geo,  III.  in  refpedl  of 

the   value    of    the   annuities 

granted  for  6i\  years,  from  the 

5th  April  1796,  at  the  end  of 

45  years  —  —  *>925    o    o 


460,349     2  II     1,123,193     4    8 


Dec.  15,3 


DEBATES. 


4l» 


The  produce  of  the  following-Duties,  gninted  by  fundiy  Ads  of 
Parliament  of  the  36th  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prcfent  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  increafed  charge  on  the  Confnlidated  Fund,  in 
rcfpe£t  of  the  Annuities,  &c.  eftablifhcd  by  the  Afts  36  Geo,  III. 
from  the  loth  0<9obcr  1796  to  the  10  0*3ober  1 797  : 


The  prodnce  of  the  additional  duties  on  tobacco  and 

innW,  granted  from  the  17th  December  1795 
The  produce  of  the  additional  10  per  cent,  on  Aflefled 

Taxes,  from  the  loth  Odober  1 79^  — 

The  produce  of  the  nevr^duty  on  horfes,  from  the  5th 

April  1796  .^-  —  — 

The  produce  of  the  additional  tax  on  ditto  from  ditto 
The  produce  of  the  tax  on  horfe  dealers,  from  the 

24th  December  1795  —  

The  produce  of  the  tax  on  legacies,  from  the  26th 

April  1796  -—  —  — 

The  produce  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  on  winet,  from 

the  1 7tb  April  1796  —  —  — 

The  prodnce  of  the  duties  of  excife  on  wines,  £com 

ditto,  on  account  of  the  ftock  in  hand 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  fweets,  from 

ditto  —  —  — 

The  produce  of  the  tax  on  hats,  from  the  5th  Auguft 

1796  (after  referving  9»479U  i  is.  for  the  Contoli- 

datcd  Fund) 
The  produce  of  the  tax  on  dogs,  from  the  5th  July 

1796  — 

Keda^on  of  the  drawbacks  on  fugar  (after  refervine 

280,029!.  1 8s.  8|d.  in  each  quarter)  from  the  24tfa 

December  1796 
Redudtion  on  the  allowance  for  wafte  on  fait,  from  the 

5th  of  January  1796 


£m  /•  dm 

161,585  o  a 

101,450  o  7 

66,840  O  O' 

65,795  o  o 

1,167  II  9 

37^236  18  ID 

263,140  12  7I 


—  201,102     o     a 


6,tis    o    o 


—         —  —       —         50,386    $    9 

dogs,  from  the  5th  July 
—  —  —  H»V5    o    o 


—  »  —  116,676    5    t 


— ^  -^         v^       32,006    o    o 


By  an  A^  36  Geo.  III.  chap. 
122,  for  granting  annuities  to 
fatisfy  certain  navy ,  viiluaUii^k 
and  tranfport  bills,  fuch  pro^ 
prietors  of  the  faid  bills  as  were 
made  out  on  or  before  the  31ft 
of  May  1795,  who  (hould  de- 
liver up  their  bills  to  be  can- 
celled on  or  before  the  ifl  of 
July  1796,  were  entitled,  for 
every  tool,  contained  in  the 
Uid  bills,  to  the  fum  of  105I. « 
capital  ftock,  attended  with  an- 
nuities, after  the  rate  of  5l.per 
cent,  per  annum,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  January  1796; 
and  fueh  proprieton  of  bills 
made  out  alter  the  1  ift  of  May 
1 795,  and  on  or  before  the  30th 
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4diver  up  their  faid  biUs  to  be 


\;> 


^cancelled  befoie  the  (aid  ift  of 
Julir  1796^  who  fiiould  beenti. 
•ficd,  for  every  lOoL  contained 
in  thefiud  bills;  to  lofl.  capi^ 
tal  dock,  attended  with  like 
annoitieSf  after  the.  nto  0(51. 
per  oent^  per  annam,  to  com- 
mence from  the  (aid  5th  of 
January  1 7969  and  to  be  added 
tOy  and  made  one  idint  ftock 
^th,  certain  annuities,  at  rl.  ^. 

err   cent,   pet  anoomy    efta*  "* 

liftied  by  the  A&s  ai,  24,  34, 
apd  35  Geo.  III.  and  charged 
upon  the  Confolidated  Fund ; 
in  confcquence  of  which  adt 
there  has  been  delivered  upy  in 
navy,  vidualUng,  and  tranlport 
billsy  for  which  annoitiei  to  the 
amount  of  4^14,0741.  4s.  6d. 
have  been  eftablilhed  and  be* 
ome  payable  at  the  Bank  of 
England :  which  anmxities« 
with  1 ,98^1.  6s.  8d«  anount, 

per  ^mum.  to  221^690    o  io| 

The  one  hundredth  pare  of 
4,494,074!.  4s.  6d.  in  annui- 
ties at  5I.  per  cent*  10  be  fet 
apart  at  the  Exche^r,  quar- 
terly, purfuauf  to  ^  Aa  ^2 
Geo.  in.  to  be  paid  to  the 
Bank  of  Eng;land,  to  be  by 
^them  carried  to  tfaa  account  of 
the  Commiffioners  for  redu- 
cing the  National  Debt,  is  per 
annum        _       _        _        4^,140  14  10 


.%c«^i^ii9 


■•■M 


727^x79  18     74 


Deficiency  of  this  fund  for  the 
year  ended  the  loth  of  Ofto- 
beri797        _       _         -        _       -        7o^#53    «     i| 


Dec.  15.]  DEBATES.  4^3 

In  purf iianoe  of  an  AA  37  Geo.  |II.  chap.  10.  i8>ooc,o6ol. 
were  fubfcribed  fiir  the  fcrvicc  of  the  year  1797;  the  contribu- 
tors whereof  were  enritM^  for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid, 
to  the  principal  fum  of  1 1 2L  i  os.  in  a  capital  ftock  of  annuities 
carrying  5I.  per  cent,  per  annum^  to  commence  fiiom  the  i  oth  of 
Odober  1796  :  and  by  one  other  A&  37  Geo.  HI.  the  fum  of 
1 4i 500,000!.  was  dired^ed  to  be  raifed  by  way  of  annuities  for 
the  fervice  of  the  faid  year  1797;  the  contributors  whereof  to  be 
entitled,  for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid,  to  lool.  with  an 
addirional  capital  of  25I.  in  the3l. percent.  Confolidated  An* 
nuitics^and  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  January  1797  :  to  an 
additional  capital  of  50I  in  the  3I.  per  cent*  reduc«l  annul* 
ties,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  April  1797  ;  alfo  to  an  ad- 
ditional capital  of  20I.  per  cent,  in  the  capital  ftock  of  4L  per 
cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the  5tb  April  1 797  ;  and  to 
a  farther  annuity  of  6s.  6d.  (fubjed  to  fuch  dedufiion  as  is  men- 
tioned in  the  faid  z&)  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  62  years 
and  9  months,  from  the  5th  of  April  1 797»  and  then  to  ccafe : 
the  faid  feveral  annuities  to  be  payable  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  chaiged  upon  the  Conlblidaced  Fund. 

By  one  other  AS  of  the  fame  Seflion  of  ParUament,  for  guarantee- 
ing the  payment  of  the  dividends  on  a  loan  of  1,620,0001.  to 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  and  the  r^ular  redemption  of  the  ca(- 
pital  tq  be  created  thereby,  the  contributors  for  raifing  the  fame 
went  entitled  to  ai)  annuity  at  3I.  per  cent,  after  the  rate  of 
2261.  I  OS.  capital  (h)cjk  for  every  lool.  contributed  and  paid; 
which  annuity,  upon  the  failure  of  depoiiting  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank  of  England  fufHcient  monies  to  pay  die  faid  annuities,  and 
of  a  fum  equal  to  il.  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  capital  of  the 
f.iid  loan,  is  charged  upon,  and  was  made  payable  out  of,  the 
Confolidatcd  F\jnd. 

N.  B.  The  whole  fum  of  3,500,000!^  in  addition  to 
14,500,0001.  not  having  been  raifed,  a  dedui^ion  was 
therefora  made  on  the  annuity  for  62  years  and  9  months 
of  6  pence  per  cent. 

Tbe  annual  charge  on  ao^  1  a4»843L  i  $s.  (the  amount 

of  ti2l.  loi.  at  d.  per  cent,  on  17,888,750!.  the         /.        /*    si. 

fobfcriptions  paid  in  foil  on  the  ficft  above-men- 

tioned  ad)  with  ^,056!.  31.  yd.  foi  management  1,01  $,298  7  4 
The  annual  charge  at  3I,  per  cent  on  i8,i25,oooK 

fthe  amount  of  14,500,00^.  at  1351.  per  cent.)  « 

with  8, tc61.  ^B.  far  management  — «—        •  55'i9^    5    o 

The  annual  charge  at  3U  per  cent,  on  7,a;o,oool, 

3  Q.*  •      • 
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'    theaijBoantof^noat  (ol.  per  cent  with  3»262l*  *     /•        s,    Ji 

101.  for  ditto  -—  -—  — .  a9Q»7.62  lo    o 

The  annual  cargeat  4I.  per  cent*,  on  2,900,0001.  the 

amount  of  ditto  at  20!.  percent,  with  1,305!.  for 

ditto  —  —  — —  H7»3o5    o    o 

The  annual  charge  of  61.  per  cent,  for  62  years  and  9 

nionths  on  i^,joo,oo«l.  with  489I.  7s,  6d.  for 

ditto  ■  —  —  —        —  45*939     7     6 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  20,124,84.3!.  15s.  in  ;!.        -     *   ' 

gM  cent,  annuities,  to  be  quarterly  fet  apart  at  the 
xchequer,  purfudnt  to  an  AA  32  Geo*  III.  to  be 

paid  to  the  Bank,  to  tie  by  them  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  Commiflioners  for  reducing  the  Na- 

tionalDebt        —  «—  —  —        201,248    8     9 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  18,1  <5,oooL  in  confbli- 

dated  three  per  cent,  annuities  ;  dicto    .      —  181 9250    o     o 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  7,250,000!.  in  reduced 

3I.  percent,  annuities;  ditto  • —  —  72*500    o     o 

The  one  hundredth  part  of  2,900,000!.  in  4I.  per 

cent  annuities;  ditto  —  —  29;ocx>    o    o 

The  annual  fum  to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer,  pur* 

fuanttothe  faid  k&,  32  Geo.  III.  in  refpeft  of  the 

atinnities  granted  for  62|  years,  from  the  5th  April 

1 797,  at  the  end  of  4  ^  years  to  be  paid  to  the  Bahk 

of  England,  to  be  by  th^ra  carried  to  the  account  of 

the  faid  Como^opers  for  reducing  the  national 

Debt.  r— .  ..  5*920     o    o 


By  an  A61  3"  Geo..  III.  chap.  9.  for  granting  annuities  2,439, 179  *  ^  7 
to  fatisfy  certain  navy»  yiAuaUing»  tranfport,  and 
Exchequer  bilh,  fuch  proprietors  of  the  faid  navy, 
vidlualling,  and  tranfport  bills  as  were  made  out  on 
or  before  the  3 1  of  December  1 795,  who  (hould  on 
or  before  the  i  ith  of  November  1796,  deliver  up  • 

their  bills  to  be  cancelled,  were  entitled  for  every 
lool.  contained  in  the  certificates  to  be  made  out 
for  the  amount  of  the  principal  and  interefl  of  the 
faid  bills  (and  fo  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  iefs 
fum)  to  17SI.  I  IS.  5d.  in  ^1.  percent.  Confolidate^ 
Annuities,  to  conamence  from  the  5th  of  July  17^ ; 
or  to  138!.  -17s.  9jd.  in  the  4I.  per  cent,  annuities, 
to  commence  from  the  lolh  of  Odlobcr  1796;  or^ 
to  1 19!.  OS.  iT|d.  in  the  5I.  per  ceilt.  annuities,  to 
commence  from  the  5th  July  1 796,  at  the  option 
of  fuch  proprietor :  and  the  proprietors  of  fuch 
bills  as  were  dated  after  the  3  iftof  December  17959 
and  on  ot  before  the  ^oth  of  April  17961  who 
fhould  deliver  up  their  bills  to  be  cancelled  on  or  be-  - 
fore  the  (aid  i  ith  of  November  1 796,  (hould  be  en* 
titled  for  every  )ool.'to  176L  19s*  9^d.  in  the  faid 
^1.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
'  d  ch  of  July  1796;  or  to  1371.181.  74d.iathe 
fail  4i.  prr  cci.t.  annuities*  to  commence  Trom  the  ' 

tothof  Oclober  17^6;  or  to  ii8l.  6s,  lo^d.  in  the 


Cud  jl.  per  cent,  aftnoiriesyte.  comnita'c^  from  tbe 
5th  of  July  1796,  at  the  option  of  the  laid  proprie- 
tor«  :  and  the  proprietors  ot  the  like  bilU,  made 
out  after  the  30th  (>f  April  1 79^,^nd  orror  before 
the  30tlA>f  Jaly  1796,  who  (hould  deliycrnp  their 
bills  to  be  cancelled  on  or  before  the  faid  i  ith  o£ 
November  1796)  {hould be  entitled  to.  175I.  8s.  9d. 
in  the  faid  3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  comoience  from 
the  5th  of  July  1796;  or  to  136I.  198^  8^.  in  the 
iaid  4!.  per  cent.  jkBnuities,  to  commence  from  the 
loth  of  Oftober  1796  ;  or  to  117I.  J25.  ii|d.  in 
the  faid  5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from 
the  (aid  ^th  of  July  1 796  ;  and  the  proprietors  of  .  . 

fuch  bills  as  were  made  out  after  the  31(1  of  July 
1796,  and  on  or  before  the  27  of  Oftober  1796, 
who  ihoald  carry  their  bills  to  be  cancelled  on  or 
before  the  faid  i  j  th  of  Novembef  i^qS,  Ihould  be  ' 
entitled  to  1731.  i8s.  3d.  hi  the  faid  ^1.  per  cent, 
annuities,  to  commence  from  the  5th  of  July  1 796 ; 
or  to  1 36I.  IS.  id.  in  the  4I.  per  cent  annaities>  to 
commence  from  the  I  oth  of  OAober  1796;  or  to 
116I.  19s.  2d.  in  the  faid  ^1.  percent,  annuities,  to 
commence  from  the  faid  5th  of  July  1796. 
And  by  the  faid  A€k,  the  pfoprietors  of  any  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  bt  an  A£t  36  Geo.  Ul.  chap. 
31.  who  Ihould  on  or  before  the  fatdi  ith  of  No- 
vember 1796,  carry  fuch  Exchequer  Bills  to  the 
Pay  mailers  of  Exchequer  Bills  to  be  cancelled,  ihoald 
beentitlcd  for  every  1  ooL  (and  fb  in  proportion  for 
every  greater  or  lefs  fum  contained  in  the  certificates 
to  be  made  out  for  the  fame)  to  1 76I.  19s*  9  Jd.  in 
the  faid  3I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from 
the  jth  of  July  1796;  or  to  137I.  18s.  7jd.  in  the 
(aid  4!.  per  cent  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
kothof  Odlober  1796;  or  to  11 81.  6s.  io|d.  in  the 
faid  5I.  per  cent,  annuities,  to  commence  from  the 
faid  5th  of  July  x  796  (at  the  option  of  the  faid  pro- 
prietors.) The  faid  feveral  annuities  to  be  paid 
and  payable  out  of  the  Confolidated'Fund 

•  •  • 

N.  B.  By  a  fubfequent  A^,  a  farther  time  was 
allowed  to  the  proprietors  of  the  faid  bills  to 
deliver  them  up. 

The  aunoal  charge  at  3I.  per  cent,  on  16,441  »i  7  5!.        1 

4s.  9d.  granted  in  lieu  of 'navy, 

vidualhng,  and  tranfport  biUs         £.        /•    d. 

deliverc;^  up  to  be  cancelled, 

purfuant  to  the  A^  37  Geo. 

Ul.  with  7,3981.  108.  7d.  for 

management        —  —        500,633  15     8 

The  annual  charge  at  4L  per  cent. 

on  764,8611.  5s.  lod.  granted 

in  Geacif  ditio^  with  344I  31, 

7d.ibr  ditto  30,938  12    7 
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TheiiuiiialdiaigeatjLperoe&U        £^       u    JL 
on  s,030,So6n  7s.  id.mated 
in   lieo    ot  ditto»  with  91 3L 
X5s.4d*  for  ditto        -— «-  '02,443  xt     % 

'  The  annoal  charge  at  3I.  per 
cent,  on  if^9»6od.  45.  4d. 
mnted  in  heo  or  Exchequer 
Sills  ddirered  up  to  be  can- 
ceUedy  porfuantto  the  fiud  ads, 
withl99l«  171.  3|d.  for  ditto        60^890  16    9I 

The  annual  charge  at  4I.  percent, 
on  104,4321. 58. 8d.  gnttted  in 
liea  of  (fitto,  with  46!.  19s. 
io{8.  for  ditto  4*224    J     8f 

The  annual  charge  at  5I.  per  cent* 
on  a70y«02i.  41.  8d.  graoted 
in  lieu  of  ditto,  with  121I.  iii* 
9|d.  forditto  13.631  12    o| 

The  one  hundredth  part  of 
i6»44i»i75L  48.  9d.  in  3L  per 
cent*  Confolidatra  Annuitie8» 
granted  in  lieu  of  navy,  Tidual- 
fing,  and  tranfport  bills  deli* 
vered  up  to  be  cancelled^  pur- 
fuant  to  the  A^  37  Geo.  III. 
to  be  fet  apart  at  the  Exchequer 
pttrfnanttoanAA3aGeo.uI.    .164,411  15    o 

The  one  hundredth  part  of 
764,8611.  58.  I'od.  in  4J.  ||er 
cent,  annuities,  granted  m  heu 
of  ditto  biUs,  poffvant  to  the 
faid  Ads  37  Geo.  III.  ditto  7*648  12     3 

The  one  hundredth  part  of 
2,030,596!.  78.  2d.  in  ^I.  per 
cent,  annuities,  granted  in  lieu 
of  ditto  bilb,  pnrfuant  to  the 
(aid  Ad  37  Geo.  III.  ditto        -  20,305  19    3 

The  one  hundredth  part  of 
1,9991699!.  48. 4d,  in  3I.  per 
cent.  Confolidatied  Annuities, 

granted  in  lieu  of  Exdiequer 
ills  deliveied  up  to  be  can- 
celled, pnrfuant  to  the  faid 
Ads  37  Geo.  III.  to  be  fet  * 
apart  at  the  Exchequer  in  pur- 
fuance  of  the  Ad  32  Geo.  III.        19,996  19  10 

The  one  hundredth*  part  of 
104,432!.  js.  8d.  in  4I.  per 
cent,  annnhtes,  granted  in  lieu 
of  ditto,     ditto  —  -^  —  1*944    6     S 


» 

Dte.  i5>l  DEBATES.  4*? 

The    one    haodredth^  part  of 

270,2021.    4s.  8d«  in  ^K  per  J^.      s.  d^  £•      /.    J* 


cent  annuities,  granted  m  iiea 

ofditto^    ditto  •—  2,702    o     J 


928.872    7    7i 
3,368,052    6    2| 


The  produce  of  the  following  Duties,  granted  by  fundiy  Afia  of 
Parliament  of  the  37  th  year  of  the  reign  of  His  prefent  Majefty, 
for  defraying  the  increafed  charge  on  the  Confolidatcd  Fund,  in 
ftfped  of  the  annuities,  &c.  efiabliflicd  by  the  A£ls  3J  Geo.  III. 
from  the  commencement  of  the  laid  duties  to  the  i  oth  of  Oc- 
ber  1797  ;  viz. 

The  produce  of  the  duties  of  coftoms  on  fugar  and        £.        /•    /• 

bricks,  granted  from  28th  December  L706        —       182,817  10    6{ 
The  pr9dace  of  the  duty  of  excife  on  bricks  made  in 

Great  Britain,  from        ditto  ■■    .  .7*973    ^    ^ 

The  produce  of  the  daty  en  cocoa  nnts,  from  ditto  '2,839  o  o 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  tea,  from  ditto  I59>258  o  « 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  Britiih  fpirits, 

fmn        ditto  ■        92»778    o    o 

lYnt  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  foreign  fpirito, 

from        ditto  — p— -  ■        69,654    o    o 

TIk  produce  of  the  additbnal  tax  on  ftage  coaches, 

gxantcd  from  the  5th  of  January  1797  —  2 79994    2     8 

The  additional  tax  on  auAions,  granted  from  the  28th 

December  1796  —  -— —  21,805    o    o 

The  produce  ot  the  ux  ondeeds,  granted  from  the  5th 

of  January  and  cth  of  July  1797  (after  dcdudbng 

117,4531.  15s.  for  three  quarters,  purfuant  to  the 

A£t  3j  Geo.  III.  chap.  19)  *  •     -  ■  26^842    o    6 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  infurance  from 

fire,  &c.  granted  from  the  cth  of  July  1797  —      1,00916    o 

The  produce  of  the. additional  duty  on  deeds,  granted 

fromtheiftof  Auguft  1797  ■  8,359    00 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duty  on  ncwfpapers, 

grantedfrom  the  5th  July  1797  ■  23,25016  lO 

The  produce  of  the  additional  tax  of  5L  per  cent*  on 

cuftoms,  from  28th  December  1796 
Hie  produce  of  the  additional  tax  of  3  penceper  pound 

mpcmcr  — •^_.  j^,^6i    4    of 

The  prodttoe  of  the  adiUtional  tax  on  inhabited  houfes 

from  the  5th  of  July  1797-  * 

Tic  produ<;e  of  the  additional  tax  on  male  ienrants  ^ 

ditto 
Hie  produce  of  the  additional  tax  on  horfcs,  char;^ 

by  the  Ad  36  G«o,  III.  with  a  duty  of  as*        ditto 
The  produce  of  the  &rther  additional  tax  on  horfet  .... 

and  mulct,  grao&d  from  the  iaid  ;th  of  July  i7<97»  ^ 
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Theprodoce  of  the  additional  tax  of  2 oh  per  cent.        £^        %•    d^ 

ftom  the  5tli  of  April  1-797 
The  produce  of  the  tax  on  clocks  and  wajtchp,  granted 

from  the  5ihof  July  1797 
The  produce  of  the  rax  on  gold  and  filver  platCt 

granted  from  the  5th  of  July  1797* 
The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  diftilleries  in 

ScQtland,  from  the  28th  December  1796        —  339OOO    o    9> 

The  produce  of  the  additional  duties  on  diftilleries  in 

Scotland,  from  the  5th  July  1 797. 
Surplus  income  of  the  Foil  Office,  after  referving  the 

quarterly  fums  of  102,63^!.  and  la^ooot.  for  the 

thieequartersofayear,  totheiothofO^ober  1797       83^85     o    o 
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Piefentcd  purfuant  to  an  hSt  of  his  prefent  Majcfiy. 

GEORGE  ROSE. 


Monday y  December  18.  ' 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inhabi-* 
lants  of  the  parifh  of  Clarkenwell,  dating  that  the  pari(h  contains 
2i»ooo  perfonsy  7000  of  whom  were  watch  and  clock  makers  ; 
that  by  tho^eflfedts  of  the  duty  laid  on  watches  and  clocks  that  body 
of  men  were  thrown  out  of  employment  in  fuch  numbers  that  the 
alTeflments  of  poor's  rate  in  that  parifh  amounted  to  54»oooL 
and  that  if  the  tax  gould  remain  in  force,  there  would  be  a  great 
addition  to  the  number  who  are  driven  to  the  parifh  for  neceflary 
(upport.  The  petition,  therefore,  prayed  confideration  and  relief, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  1 

A  petition  of  the  fame  kind  was  brought  up  from  the  pari(h  of  1 

Str  John,  by  Mr.  Mainwaring.  | 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  he  fliould  ftatc  to  the  Houfe 
in  a  few  words,  the  general  nature  of  the  modifications  which  he 
intended  to  fubmit  with  regard  to  the  bill  for  increafing  the  Af* 
leffed  Taxes.  He  propofed  that  the  modifications  (hould  apply  to 
the  general  amount  of  the  houfe  tax,  the  window  tax,  and  a  farther 
abatement  of  the  duty  in  ceraain  cafes,  to  thofc  houfekeepers  who 
keep  (hops,  and  others  who  were  to  be  included  in  the  indulgen- 
cies  ;  alfo  ^e  (hould  propofe  an  augmentation  in  the  duty  on  thofe 
who  kept  carriages  and  male  aervants,  &3.  The  detail  he  (bould 
enter  into  hereafter.  Hd  was  perfedly  aware  that  the  matter  oould 
not  be  finally  difcuiiied  this  night  for  many  reafons,  and  for  one 
too  obvious  to  need  a  comment^  the  early  hour  at  which  tlie  Houfe 
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ID  aflemble  in  the  morning.  It  vonld  fherefere,  in  Jiis  opi* 
nioD,  not  be  advifeable  for  the  Houfe  to  fit  until  a  late  hour  to-night. 
He  therefore  intended  to  (vopofe  to-night  one  or  two  claufes,  leav- 
log  the  whole  of  the  matter  to  be  afterwards  difcuiTedy  for  which 
purpofe  he  (hould  wi(h  that  the  Chairman  fhould  rq)ort  pogrefs, 
and  alk  leave  to  fit  again,  and  then  to  refume  the  bufinefs  on  Wed* 
nefday  next,  and  proceed  on  it  afterwards  with  as  Uttlc  delay  at 
paflible.  He  wi(hed  atfo  that  the  report  ihould  be  printed,  and 
that  a  (hoft  interval  (hould  be  allowed  to  confider  the  whole  bill* 
That  period  he  thought  Ihould  not  foe  longer  than  WedneTday  fe*n«^ 
night.  He  thought  that  this  was  die  beft  mode  he  could  take  to  &« 
tisfy  gentlemen  as  to  what  his  intentions  were  upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  PLUMER  faid  he  was  very  glad  that  the  Minifter  had 
given  this  notice  of  his  intention.  He  muA  now  declare,  diat  if 
he  attended  to  the  bill  in  the  Committee,  he  was  not  afterwards  to 
be  coniidered  as  having  given  up  his  right  to  oppofe  the  bill  altoge- 
dier.  He  objeded  to  the  principle  of  it.  It  was  unjuft  at  -all 
events,  and  might  in  many  cafes  be  extremely  oppreflive,  in  having 
a  retrofpc<3ive  cfFedJ. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  objeaed  to  the  bill  on  two  grounds :  Tixa, 
becaufe  it  was  unjuft,  partial  and  mod  oppreffive — Secondly,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  ineflScient ;  for  by  the  general  diftrefs  it  would 
occafion  there  would  follow  a  diminution  of  the  revenue  in  articles 
that  are  already  taxed.  He  obje6led  lo  it  farther,  becaufe  it  was 
not  what  the  Minider  flated  it  to  be,  namely,  a  tax  upon  property. 
It  was  a  tax  upon  income,  and  that  was  uncertain  in  its  nature,  for 
the  mod  eminent  perfons  in  the  country,  who  fupported  themfelves 
by  their  talents,  gentlemen  of  Che  learned  profeflion,  and  phyfidant 
had  no  certain  income  ffx>m  property  \  it  was  always  fubjed  to 
great  fluSuarions,  and  could  never  be  ptherwife,  and  therefore  if 
was  impoflible  to  make  a  cax  like  this  applicable  to  the  cafes  of  theie 
perfons.  He  obJe<5tcd  to  the  tax  on  the  ground,  that  it  was  novel 
in  it6  HHture,  unknown  in  the  pra<^ice  of  our  anceitors,  and  repug* 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  our  ConAitution.  He  apprehended  that  it 
wouH  he  quite  im^offible'to  cany  it  into  cSiA  upon  the  principle 
of  its  author,  namely,  that  of  "  Taxing  every  man  according  to 
his  income/'  without  e(labli(hing  an  inquifitional  power  to  examine 
into  the  private  circumClances  of  every  man  in  this  country.  That 
was  an  ohjedHon  which'  could  not  be  remedied  in  the  Committee ; 
the  bill  muO  create  that  power,  to  be  produAive.  He  was  not  ready 
to  aifcnt  to  the  eftablifhmcnt  of  an  inqutfitorial  power  oiwr  the  cir* 
cirmltances  of  every  man  in  this  country,  and  therfcfoce  ha  m\t&  op* 
Vol.  IV*  .       c  3  R 
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poTe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  to  allow  the  bill  to  go  iofio  a 
Committee. 

Mr.  JOLLIFFE  faid  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  not  under* 
flood,  but  was  much  mifapprehended  by  the  public  ;  he  believed 
that  if  the  principle  of  it  were  generally  known^  there  would  be  a 
general  confent  to  it.  There  were  parts  that  wanted  modification,  but 
that  waseafily  done.  The  queftion  now  ought  not  to  be  in  what  way 
a  Minifter  ihould  be  oppofed,  but  how  we  were  to  exert  ourfclves 
againft  the  common  enemy  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  fiated  the  other  day,  ^hat  this  conteft  was  one  in  which  all  law, 
order,  morality,  religion,  and  all  thebleflings  of  civil  fociety,  were 
at  ftake.  He  thought  it  a  paltry  way  of  defcribing  the  conteft  ;  not 
only  our  law  and  religion  were  at  (lake,  but  what  were  of  much 
greater  confcquence  were  at  ftake — our  property  and  our  exiftence. 
Should  the  French  come  among  us,  they  would  not  want  our  laws 
or  our  religion,  or  our  morals,  they  would  take  away  our  property 
and  our  lives.  As  a  tax  upon  income  he  thought  this  a  proper  mea- 
fure ;  he  knew  of  nothing  that  was  better.in  principle  ;  he  hoped 
that  the  public  would  have  fome  fatisfadlory  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  money  was  to  be  applied  when  raifed,  as  well  as  a  bet- 
ter account  of  the  manner  in  which  former  grants  had  been  ex- 
pended than  they  hitherto  had,  for  certainly  the  people  were  not 
now  in  as  good  a  humour  as  they  had  been.  Although  he  approved 
of  the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  he  objeSed  to  that  part  of  it 
which  made  the  charge  retrofpe£live.  He  hoped  that  would  be 
altered  in  the  Committee. 

Lord  W.  RUSSEL  faid,  that  notwithdanding  the  modification 
which  the  Minifter  propofed,  he  could  not  help  confidering  it  as  his 
duty  to  refift  the  queftion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair.  After 
the  determination  of  the  Houfc  on  a  former  night,  when  fuch  argu* 
ments  had  been  fo  well  and  fo  powerfully  uiged,  he  could  not  ex- 
pe£t  to  produce  much  effed  by  what  he  had  to  urge,  but  he  muft 
perform  his  duty.  He  was  unavoidably  abfcnt  when  this  meafure 
was  difcuffed,  or  he  (hould  then  have  oppofed  it.  He  was  one  of 
thofe  who  thought  that  a  Member  of  that  Houfe  ought  to  follow  the 
direction  of  his  condituents  upon  points  which  either  promoted 
their  mod  immediate  intercfts  or  involved  their  inevitable  nnn. 
If  not,  he  knew  not  what  fort  of  reprefentation  the  Houfe  was  to 
be  called.  Nor  did  he  know  how  gentlemen  who  held  a  contrary 
dodrine,  fuch,  for  inflance,  as  that  the  unpopularity  of  the  meafure 
is  a  reafon  for  adopting  ic,  he  knew  not,  he  faid,  how  fuch  perfons 
kept  their  confciences  at  eafc,  or  how  they  were  to  face  their  confti- 
tuentSj  if  they  intended  ever  to.face  them,  but  perhaps  ^  Minifter 
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might  place  them  beyond  the  reach  of  their  conAituents.  He  how- 
ever would  obey  the  voice  of  his  conftituents,  which  were  alfo 
agreeable  to  his  opinion.  A  great  many  of  his  conftituents  at- 
tended the  meeting  in  the  Borough  when  this  bill  was  taken  into 
conlideration,  and  their  fenfe  was  there  expreffcd.  He  had  received 
communications  from  various  others,  and  they  all  agreed  in  repro-  ' 
l»dng  this  meafure  as  being  to  the  laft  degree  tyrannical.  This" 
was  admitted  by  the  moft  able  advocates  the  Miniftcr  ever  had — of 
this  there  was  a  ftriking  inftance  in  the  Borough,  (alluding,  we  pre- 
fumc,  to  what  was  faid  by  Mr.  Stoneftrcct.)  Indeed  the  bill  ap- 
peared to  him  in  a  light  fo  odious  that  he  could  not  think  of  af- 
fenting  to  its  pn>grcfs  one  ftep  farther :  and  (hould  it,  in  the 
phrenzy  of  the  day,  be  paffed,  he  knew  not  how  it  was  to  be  put  in 
force.  We  had  indeed  heard  of  a  "  vigour  beyond  the  law,** 
perhaps  this  was  thought  a  fit  time  to  exercifc  it,  efpccially  when 
we  faw  the  fituation  to  which  Ireland  was  reduced  ;  a  lituation  that 
excited  in  his  mind  nothing  but  horror:  It  had  been  faid  that  this 
Pariiament  was  not  the  Parliament  of  the  People,  but  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  King — and  this  meafure  was  admirably  adapted  to 
that  idea  ;  indeed  he  could  not  help  feeling  fome  apprehenfions  of 
that  kind  upon  refleding  on  the  tenor  of  the  fpeech  from  the 
Throne,  for  it  feemed  to  breathe  a  fpirit  of  interference  with  the 
antient  and  exclufive  privilege  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  by  point- 
ing out  how  the  revenue  was  to  be  managed  in  fome  degree.  He 
kntw  not  how  others  felt  upon  this  idea,  but  he  had  very  ftrong  and 
unfavourable  apprehenfions  upon  it,  and  he  had  no  diflliculty  in 
ihting  them.  He  had  no  difficulty  either  in  joining  an  honourable 
gentleman  in  the  aflfertion  that  he  had  a  general  retainer  to  oppofc 
the  prefent  Minifters  ;  that  he  was  fure  it  was  the  wi(h  not  only  of 
a  great  and  decided  majority  of  his  conftituents,  but  alfo  of  the  great 
mafs  of  the  people  of  England.  That  they  arc  in  fuch  a  fituation, 
from  the  frantic  ravings  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Secretary  at  War,  efpccially  the  latter,  had  urged  againft 
the  French,  that  it  would  be  madncfs  to  exped^  peace  while  they 
continue  in  oflSce.  He  muft,  therefore,  as  a  freind  to  his  country, 
never  entruft  them  with  the  public  purfc. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE  faid,  that  there  was  nothing  novel  in 
the  principle  of  the  prefent  meafure.     About  the  latter  end  of  the 
laft  century  a  much  ftronger  meafure  was  voted  in  a  Committee  of' 
ways  and  means.     After  what  had  been  faid  by  the  Minifter,  he  , 
thought  the  Houfe  wis  bound  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill. 
He  bdieved,  indeed,  that  the  people  miftook  the  principle  of  the 
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bilU  with  which,  after  fomc  modificationsj  when  they  umkrAood 
the  whole,  they  would  be  fatisficd. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  confidcrcd  gcntlcmdn  on  the  other  fide 
as  having  made  up  their  minds  to  oppofe  the  ippplies  white  the  pr^ 
fent  Adminiftration  continued,  and  therefore  they  were  bound  ta 
make  out  a  cafe  againil  the  Miniilers  in  defence  of  themfelvcs,  asd 
furely  the  cafe  ought  to  be  ftrong,  indeed,  before  a  Member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  Ihould  vote  againft  the  fupply  of  the  jai. 
That  was  the  amount  of  the  oppofitbn  of  the  noble  l^ord  vho 
fpoke  laft  :  indeed,  with  the  materials  they  had,  gentlemen  hi 
made  out  a  pretty  good  cafe.  They  faid  that  peace  could  not  be 
made  by  the  prefent  Adminiftration,  and  therefor^  they  would  net 
vote  for  any  fupplies  until  they  were  removed,  and  then,  inftead  o( 
difcufliing  the  meafure  itfelf  upon  its  own  merits  and  demerits,  thej 
oppofed  it  altogether,  on  account  of  the  obje6tions  they  had  to  tbc 
Adminiftration.  Did  they  mean  to  fay  that,  even  if  the  entmj 
was  in  the  kingdom,  they  would  not  vote  any  fupply  unkfs  tk 
MiAifters  were  removed  ?  That  was  the  tendency  of  their  vp- 
mcnts,  and  he  apprehended  it  had  a  tendency  to  increafe  the  im- 
)>ition  of  the  enemy.  Far  otherwife  were  his  views,  and  he  vculd 
fpeak  out,  for  his  fentiments  in  public  and  it)  private  had  oothing 
in  them  which  he  wifiied  to  conceal.  If  we  wifhed  to  prtferve  an; 
of  the  bleflfmgs  we  enjoy,  we  muft  be  prepared  to  make  very  laigc 
facrifices ;  vety  iaige  fums  of  money  muft  be  raifed.  He  verily  be- 
lieved, that  although  there  was  fo  much  violence  of  contention  Id 
that  Houfe,  and  out  of  it,  almoft  every  man  meant  notbii^  but  fhe 
good  of  his  country.  He  admitted  that  the  noble  Lord  who  fpie 
laft,  and  many  others,  really  thought  it  was  dangerous  ro  this  coun- 
try that  the  prefent  Adminiftration  ftiould  continue.  They  ail 
meant  equally  well  for  their  country.  They  diflTered  only  upon  ^ 
means  of  ferving  it.  He  did  not,  however,  think,  that  thofewbo 
thought  the  worft  of  Adminiftration,  could  be  juftified  in  withholding 
the  fupplies  altogether  until  their  removal,  for  that  was  an  invitatkm 
to  the  enemy.  He  had  not  heard  any  thing  faid  to  prove  that  this 
bill,  however  defedlive  in  its  prefent  form,  could  not  be  modified  in 
a  Committee,  and  therefore  he  fliould  vote  for  its  going  into  that 
Committee,  in  which  ftage  he  had  many  modifications  himfelf  to 
propofe.  He  thought  the  people  of  this  country  ought  to  know 
their  iituatioii.  They  (hould  know,  that  unlefs  they  are  prepared 
to  make  great  facrifices,  they  will  not  only  lofe  all  their  relative 
importance  in  the  fcale  of  Europe,  but  muft  inevitably,  9pi  that 
v^ry  foon,  be  deprived  of  every  comfort  which  they  now  enjcy  at 
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hoRifi.  Tbey  (boidd  be  hiA^M  to  themliBlvee,  add  that  they  eoul4 
never  be  if  they  rcfufed  to  make  rery  great  (acrifices.  OoVerri* 
ment  muit  be  fupported,  or  there  itiuft  be  an  end  of  as  as  a  people. 
He  cared  not  who  was  the  MiniAer ;  any  man  in  that  fituation, 
who  wa$  a  friend  to  the  ConAitution,  (hould  have  his  fapporf .  He 
^ould  fay  again,  that  unleiV  very  opulent  conimereial  men  came 
forward  in  a  manner  that  ik>  Miniiter  could  propofe^  nor  hardly 
any  Parliament  iniift  upon,  they  would  be  wanting  in  the  duty  they 
pwed  to  their  country,  and  our  ruin  muft  foon  follow*  But  if  we 
all  united  and  came  forward,  each  according  to  hii  ability,  and  fub- 
mit  to  Parliament  to  regulate  the  dircdlion  of  our  public  fpirif,  aU 
the  difficulty  would  foon  be  over.  But  the  contrary  condodk  tended 
to  bring  about,  among  us,  thoie  fcenes  which  had  excited  {6  much 
horror  in  another  countr}'.  Alas  !  alas  !  thofe  very  perfons  who 
were  now  ib  3<6live  in  creating  the  difcontent  of  the  people  agalnft 
the  Government  would  foon  be  the  vidlims  of  their  own  policy. 
He  begged  pardon,  but  he  fpoke  from  the  feelings  of  his  heart, 
^hen  he  defired  gentlemen  to  lower  their  tone  when  they  fpoke  of 
the  efied  of  public  meetings,  and  the  neceflfity  of  yielding  to  the 
public  voice.  We  knew  how  deAitute  of  reflexion  many  of  thofe 
oppofitions  were.  He  widied  us  to  have  the  prefent  conftitution 
fiot  fomething  elfe,  which /ome  perfons  might  think  a  better  fyftem* 
He  wiihed  us  to  confidcr  Monarchy  not  merely  as  a  thing  to  be 
endured  or  tolerated,  or  fuflPered,  but  a  form  to  be  loved,  cheriflied 
and  preferved  with  all  the  fplendor  which  adorns  it,  as  well  as  the 
happinefs  which  it  is  calculated  to  fecure,  by  preventing,  among 
other  things,  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  which  it  did,  by  the  cheek,  it 
always  held  againdindivirlual  ambition.  Gentlemen  when  they  made 
obfervations  in  general  terms  againA  the  corruptions  of  Executive 
Government,  did  not  always  reBedt  what  their  obfervations  tended 
to—  the  de{lru(5)ion  of  all  authority,  and  the  commencement  of 
anarchy.  He  was  forry  to  fay  he  had  heard  many  obfervations 
made  under  colour  of  fupporting  our  Conftitution,  which  certainly 
were  not  agreeable  to  our  Conftitution  at  all.  Let  us  remember 
our  fituation.  '^  Next  year  we  may  wi(h  to  meet  upon  anothcgt 
**  plaee  of  a  fimilar  nature  with  the  prefent."  H^  owned  he  ^i(hc4 
to  meet  at  the  fame  place  ;  but  if  gentlemen  indulged  in  general 
inventive  againft  the  Houfe  and  againft  the  majority,  perhaps  a  much 
larger  one  would  be  neceflary.  He  then  exprcffed  a  hope  that.thii 
meafure  would  be  followed  with  economy  in  our  affairs  both  in  pub* 
lie  and  in  private,  and  that  we  (hould  be  all  united  in  one  vigorous 
efibrt  againft  the  common  enemy.  Of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe 
he  ihould  fay  notbirigy  for  of  it  he  ha4  formed  no  opinion  i  but  aa  it 

"J 
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was  introdoced  with  a  view  of  being  modified  in  the  Committee^  he 
ihould  vote  for  its  commitment. 
^    Mr.  MANNING,    Mr.  SIMEON^  Mr.  BRAGGE,    and  \ 

Mr.  VANSITTART,  fupported  the  motion. 

Mr.  MARTYN  would  not  vote  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  without,  however,  pledging  himfelf  to  give  the  bill  any  future 
countenance,  unlefs  its  main  objedlions  were  done  away. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  perfiftcd  in  attacking  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  would  not  wait  for  the  modification  of  the  Committee ;  none 
of  which  could,  in  his  mind,  remove  its  unjuft,  cruel,  tyrannical 
tendency  \  and  if  the  Houfe  unfortunately  aflented  to  it,  could  they 
pretend  to  be  the  virtual  rcprefentatives  of  the  people,  when  one- 
third  of  the  population  of  England  had  already  fo  decidedly  de- 
clared againft  it ;  He  (inccrely  lamented  to  fee  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  perfevere  in  the  meafure,  which,  fliould  it  fail, 
after  all  that  had  been  faid  of  it,  it  muft  inflidl  a  more  cruel 
blow  on  the  country  than  even  the  malice  of  the  enemy  could 
meditate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  the  nnodifications  would  come  to  be 
difcufled  with  more  propriety  in  the  Committee.  He  faid,  that  his 
defire  to  make  the  bill  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  lower  clafles  had 
been  reprefented  as  a  wi(h  for  popularity ;  but  whether  he  had 
a£kd  from  public  motives,  or  a  love  of  popularity,  his  conduA 
would  (how.  Though  not  averfe  to  popularity  when  the  purfuit 
of  it  did  not  interfere  with  public  duty,  he  felt  that  he  owed  it  to 
the  fafety  of  the  country  to  perfevere  in  the  meafure,  and  no  con- 
fideration  of  popularity,  no  perfonal  motive  under  Heaven  could 
induce  him  to  renounce  it,  while  he  held  it  to  be  eflential  to  the 
fupport  of  the  prefent  cdnfliA.  He  (hould  deal  plainly  with  the 
country — he  here  pledged  himfelf,  that  it  (hould  be  the  decifion  of 
the  Houfe,  and  no  cowardly  derclid^ion  of  the  principle  of  raifing 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year,  that  fhould  caufe 
the  meafure  now  propofed  to  be  abandoned.  The  honourable 
gentleman  had  found  out  a  new  objedtion  to  the  bill ;  firft  he  had 
faid,  that  it  would  bear  hard  on  the  lower  clafies  ;  now  he  faid  it 
would  dedroy  confumption,  and  deftroy  the  cuftom  of  the  fbop-y 
lieeper.  What  Would  dcttroy  the  (bopkeeper,  however,  would  be,  if 
a  fuflScient  exertion  was  not  made  in  defence  of  all  law,  all  com- 
merce, all  property,  which  were  threatened  by  an  elated  and 
Inughty  foe.  When  gentlemen  oppofed  this  meafure,  and  the 
principle  of  raifing  a  certain  fum  within  the  year,  did  they  recom- 
fnend  a  continuance  of  the  funding  fyftem  as  a  preferable  mode  of 
Lroviding  for  the  public  fervice  ?     At  prefent  the  wealth  of  this 
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oountry  was,  beyond  oominrifon,  greater  Aan  any  flate  in  Eiuope 
poffeiTed ;  when  our  indufhy,  under  the  protedlion  of  the  law,  had 
raifed  us  to  a  degree  of  profperity  unexampled  in  the  hiftory.  of  any 
nation  ;  and  when  fcven  millions  were  necelTary  to  be  raifed  within 
the  year,  were  we  Englifhmen,  and  would  we  (hrink  from  this  ex- 
ertion, or  could  we  doubt  the  pofliibility  of  making  it  efie£lual  i 
As  to  the  various  and  contradidJory  obje£tions  which  were  urged 
againft  it,  they  would  come  under  difcuiTion  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  and  Mr.  TIERNEY  fpokc  in  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  HUSSEY  faid,  that  he  wi(hed  the  right  honourable  gentle- 
man would  give  up  the  meafure  for  his  own  fake,  for  he  was  con- 
vinced it  would  have  the  mod  fatal  confcquences.  In  his  opinion 
the  true  mode  of  raiting  the  fum  propofed,  was  by  a  tax  upon  land» 
the  proper  objed  of  all  taxation. 

Mr.  Alderman  LUSHINGTON  was  glad  that  the  bill  was  to 
undergo  modification  in  the  Committee,  and  he  believed  that  many 
of  the  objections  to  which  it  was  now  liable  would  be  removed. 
He  could  venture  to  fay,  that  the  majority  of  his  conftituents  and 
of  the  country  were  willing  to  make  great  exertions.  The  prin* 
pie  he  conceived  to  be  eflential  to  the  fafety  of  the  country ;  and 
however  the  provifions  as  they  fird  Aood  might  have  excited  alarm» 
this  principle  was  recognized. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  faid,  that  almoft  all  the  pariOies  in  the 
metropolis  had  come  to  refolutions  exprefsly  hoftile  to  the  prtn-. 
ciple  of  the  bill,  and  he  wondered  where  the  worthy  Alderman 
had<difcovered  that  his  confiituents  were  favourable  to  the  prin- 
ciple. 

The  Houfc  divided  againft  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair— 
For  it,  19 ;  Againft  it,  174. 

The  Ho«ife  was  then  refolved  into  a  Committee,  and  Mr. 
Chancellor  PITT  ftated  the  modifications  he  meant  to  propofe. 
He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  in  the  former  ftatemenf  be  had  laid 
before  them  there  were  two  lines  of  taxation  marked  out,  the  one 
for  houfes  and  windows,  with  dogs,  clocks  and  watches  ;  the  other 
for  thofe  with  horfes,  fervants,  &cc.  In  the  plan  as  now  modified^ 
it  was  his  wifti  to  make  a  more  precife  defcription  of  each,  and  to 
give  two  diftindt  tables  without  blending  or  mixing  then?  in  any 
cafe.  As  to  clocks,  watches,  and  dogs,  they  were  to  follow  .the 
g^dation  of  houfes  and  windows.  As  to  the  houfes^  the  modifi- 
cation would  be  found  to  be  confiderable.on  all  defcriptions ;  but> 
he  propofed  a  much  more  confiderable  abatement  on  retail  (hops, 
and  houfes  that  let  lodgings.     He  then  bi  ought  to  the  recollediipn 
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of  the  Hcufci  Ac  gndadoM  of  his  ftrmer  |Aan«f  fnodileation,  and 

iben  flafiedi  that  which  he  now  psopofed,  and  which  Aood  as 

iirilowa: 

Pedbns  occupying  houfes  Qot  having  (hops,  or  uAially  letting  lodg- 
ings, if  the  amount  now  paid  to  the  above  duties  is  under  1 1.  are 
eobempted  from  additional  duty. 
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In  adopting  this  diminiflied  fcale,  there  might  arlfe  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  burden  falling,  in  fome  cafes,  too  light ;  but  on  the 
other  hand,  it  would  be  compenfated  by  the  charge  on  the  other 
clafs  of  duties,  carriages,  fcrvants,  &c.  It  would  not  be  neceffary 
in  fo  many  cafes  to  require  the  oath  which  was  neceflary  on  the 
former  foale  to  entitle  to  abatement,  becaufe  the  number  of  cafes  in 
wbidi  it  would  be  adopted  would  be  greatly  narrowed*  There  weie 
farther  mitigations  propofed  for  the  clafs  of  retail  (hopkeepers,  and 
thofe  who  let  lodgings  as  a  means  of  fubfiftence.  To  thcfe,  from 
the  various  reafons  which  their  fituation  pointed  out,  a  fiill  fardier 
reduced  fcale,  as  a  rule  to  (hew  in  what>  proportion  the  value  of  the 
houfe  was  to  be  confidered  fcparately  from  the  (hop,  he  would  take 
the  pradice  which  he  was  informed  took  place  where  in  a  partncr- 
ihip  one-third  of  the  rent  wa^  generally  allowed  as  an  equivalent 
for  the  aooommodation  of  the  dwelling-houfe,  and  two-thirds  for 
the  (hop.  It  followed  dien,  that  the  rent  was  to  be  confidered 
only  as  one-third.  It  was  propofed,  therefore,  to  make  the  burden 
on  the  prefumed  ability  to  pay  in  thefe  cafes  one-rhird  lefs  on  the 
new-dimini(hed  (cale.  Thus  where  fuch  a  houfe  flood  aflfefled  at 
three  pounds,  it  (hould  adually  be  charged  only  at  the  rate  of  one 
pound ;  and  irtien  nine  pounds  was  aflTeiTed,  three  pounds  would 
only  be  charged  ;  and  fo  on  in  proportion,  varying  in  different  de- 
grees in  favour  of  the  (bopkecper.  Bv  this  ircsns  the  neceflity  of 
difel<tfiivcy  which  had  been  iirged  as  (0  greac  an  objefiion^  would  t^e 
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removed,  as  it  would  very  rarely  be  fbond  necieflaiy.  The  tame 
rule  woiild  apptj  to  cafes  of  houfes  being  taken  for  the  porpofe 
frequently  of  income  or  aflifting  income,  where  the  tenant  occu^ 
pied  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  Houfe.  Befides  thefe  there  were  va« 
rioiis  particular  daflfes,  in  whofe  favour  modifications  would  be  in- 
trodumi.  It  was  impoffible  to  fattsly,  but  wherever  the  claim  was 
fair,  he  ihould  he  extremely  ready  to  give  relief :  among  thdfc 
clafles  would  be  publicans,  whofe  fituation  made  it  neceflary  to  keep 
a  number  of  fervants,  carriages,  &c.  Stable-keepers,  and  a  vai^ety 
of  others,  would  likewife  have  relief.  G)ach-makers,  cabinet- 
makers, would  be  confidered  as  retail-traders,  Bbarding-^houfes 
likewife  would  be  entitled  to  abatement,  and  thofe  who  lot  out 
Joinings  fumiihcd  on  fpcculaiion,  as  at  Bath,  the  watering  places, 
&c.  Notwithftanding  all  thefe  abatements  and  modifications,  he 
hoped  diat  the  defalcation  would  be  compenfhted  by  a  confidcrable 
rife  in  the  higher  claflbs  in  the  enlarged  fcale  of  expence  to  which 
the  additions  would  apply.  • 

He  then  proceeded  to  his  Isft  and  higheft  table  of  taxation  ; 
namely,  that  on  horfcs  and  carriages,  in  which  he  intended  therr 
fhould  be  no  abatement ;  but  on  the  contrary,  in  fome  cafes  in- 
creafed  rates.  In  fixing  the  criterion  lor  (his  talt,  he  faid  he  would 
take  up  the  houfe  afTeffments  juft  at  that  ibge  of  the^  above  fcat6, 
where  three  rates  and  a  half  additionri  takes  place,  viz.  where 
from  20I.  to  30I.  affciled  taxes  are  now  paid,  iind  then  it  would 
fiand  thus : 

Perfons  keeping  any  male  fervant,  horie  or'oarriage,  to  pay  in 
all  cafes  a  fum  equal  to  three  times  their  prefent  payment  on  thofe 
articles* 

IF    THEY    PAY    FROM 

£.  25     to    £.  30  three  and  a  half 
30     to     •     40  four  times 
40     to         50  four  and  a  half 
50  and  upwards  five  times. 
As  to  the  horfes  of  huibandry,  he  faid,  diey  ought  to  be  oonlidered 
with  great  attention  and  temperance ;  many  of  thofe  who  ufed  them 
were  far  from  being  in  proportion  to  their  ranks  the  Icafi  opulent  in 
die  country ;  the  taxes  on  houfes  was  almofl  the  whole  they  paid ; 
£uin-houfe8  were  entirely  exempted  from  the  increafed  taxes,  and 
therefore  the  new  increafe  woiild  hlL  lighter  upon  them  than  on  zxvf 
others  :  it  would  therefore  be  allowed^  that  it  would  be  very  unjuft 
Id  exempt  them  altqgether ;  oi)  that  cl^^  therefbrr»  he  propofed  te 
double  thehr  prefent  taxes* 

Vol.  IV.  3  S 
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Having  thus  laid  the  outlines  of  his  plan,  he  would  propofe  the 
Tcfojutions,  and  then  move  that  the  Chairman  do  report  progrds, 
and  beg  leave  to  fit  again. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  afked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whedier  it  waseompatible  with  his  prefent  plan  to  affiird  any  relief 
to  the  poor  watch  and  clock-makers,  on  whofe  behalf  he  prefaited  a 
petition  { 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obferved,  that  if  this  was  to  he  diicuflcd 
it  oug^t  to  be  made  the  fubjc£V  of  a  diftind  motion.  He  begged  to 
be  underftood  as.- not  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  efTe^  fvbidi  this 
tax  miight  have  upon  the  trade  alluded  to.  He  was,  however,  ia- 
clined*to  think,  that  an  exemption  of  the  articles  of  clocks  and 
watches  from  this  new  duty  would  not  be  in  favour  of  the  trade, 
becaufe  thofe  who  kept  watches  were  aflefied  already.  Even  fup* 
pofiog  that  the  old  tax  (hould  be  given  up,  he  nevertbelefs  fliould 
then  think  that  this  aiTcflfment  ought  to  be  made.  But  he  by  no 
means  faid  he  was  fatisfied  that  the  ori^nal  tax  ought  be  given 
up ;  that  was  a  poifft  ^hich  ought  to  be  confidered  before  it  was 
given  iip. 

•  He  then  faid,  that  he  flioujd  propofe  going  into  a  Committte 
again  on  Wednefday.ntfxt,  and  proceed  as  far  as  pofliUc,  and  to 
cake  up  the  CdmCntttee  again,  and  he  hoped  to  (iniih  it  on  Thurf- 
day,  to  print  the  wfaolc»  and  again  to  take  it  into  canfidcratioa  on 
Thufffday  fe'nnight.    "  • 

He  fiiould  alfo  have  to  propofe  what  he  hinted  at  on  a*  former 
4ay,  (ome  relief  in  favoQr  of  perfons  who  have  numerous  families. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progreb,  and  obtained  leave  t» 
fit  again  on  Wednefday. 

.     MST    OF    THB    MINORITY. 

Barclay,  Geo.  Nicholls,  J. 
Bouverie,  Hon.  £^.  (Northampton)     Plumcr,  W. 

Byng,  George  Ruffell,  L6rd  John 

Coke,  D.  P.  Robfon,  T.  B. 

Combe,  H;C.  Sinclair,  Sir  J 

'Dfcmfon,  W.J:  '  /  Taylor,* W. 

Folhcs,  Sir  B.  M/ *:^  '.  *    Thornton,  H. 

Kemp,  T.         •''  '""  '  Tier ncy,  George 

Ltoyd,  J.  M.  '        f .  ;  '  '  Wiglcy,  E. 
Mainwaring,  W.   '  "  — 

TitLERS-^tord  Wm.  Ruffell  and  Wm.  Huflfejr. 
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Weimjdaj^  December  7.0  • 

The  report  of  the  ways  and  means  refpefling  the  augmentation 
in  the  aflefled-tax  bill  was  brought  up  and  read  once. 

Upon  the  quefiion  for  the  fecond  readings 

Sir  JOHN  SINCLAIR  faid  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fuggefted,  that  as  by  the  rule  of  the  Hou(e 
it  was  necefTary  a  day  (hould  intervene  between  the  propoflng  of  any 
refolutions  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the  applica- 
tion of  fuch  refolation  to  any  bill,  he  (hould  fuggeft  that  the  two  6rft 
claufes  of  the  bill,  to  which  the  refolutions  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  to  be  applied,  (hould  be  deferred  till  to- 
morrow. 

This  fuggeftion  being  agreed  to,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  upon  the  alTefled-tax  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT^,  after  faying  that  this  was  not  the  time  to 
(ill  up  the  blanks  in  the  two  (irft  claufes,  faid,  that  he  (hould  proceed 
to  the  third  claufe. 

Several  of  the  blanks  in  the  difierent  claufes  were  filled  up. 

A  great  deal  of  defultory  converfation  took  place  upon  the  quef- 
tion,  whether  an  oath  (hould  be  added  to  the  declaration  of  the  rate 
of  income  of  perfons  making  applications  for  abatements. 

Several  Members  contended  the  oath  to  have  an  immoral 
tendency. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  aflerted,  that  the  caufe  of  morality  would 
beteft  confulted  by  proving  the  confequence  which  the  legidative 
Aflfembly  meant  to  attach  to  an  oath.  He  propofed  to  report  pro- 
grefs :  if  any  Member,  however,  had  any  obfervations  to  inake,  he 
would  do  well  in  ofiering  them  now,  in  order  that  the  Houfe  might 
be  better  prepared  for  the  difcuflfion  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  agreed  to  report  progrefs,  and  a(ked  leave  to  (it 
again  to-morrow. 

^urjdofy  December  21. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved,  that  the  Committee  on  th^ 
aflefled-tax  bill  be  inilruAed  to  make  provilions  in  the  faid  bill  pu^. 
fuant  to  the  faid  refdqtions,  which  was  agreed  to.  *  "^ 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  faid  bul^ 
and  a  difcMOion  took  place  on  the  fubjefl  of  its  duration  \  on  one  (idp 
it  was  contended,  that  the  tax  ought  to  be  laid  for  two  years  ;  an# 
on  the  other,  that  it  (hould  expire  at  the  end  of  one :  but  it  was 
finally  agreed,   that  the  proviftons  of  the  bill  (hould  remain  ii^ 

^  S  ^ 
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force  for  two  years  and  a  quarter.     After  the  other  clauies  had  been 
gont  throughy 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faidy  that  it  had  been  his  wi(h  tp  have 
gone  immediately  into  theconiideration  of  the  poftponed  claufes :  bat 
having  found  that,  by  the  regu\ar  fprms  of  the  Houfe,  thefe 
claufes  could  not  be  confidered  before  the  new  claufes  intended  to 
be  offered  were  brought  up»  he  would  now  move  that  the  Chairman 
do  report  progrefs,  anc^  a(k  leave  to  (it  again,  efpecially  as  the  in- 
tended claufes  were  not  as  yet  ready,  particularly  that  which  re- 
garded the  fchedule  of  income. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progrefs,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  taken  into  farther  coniideration  to-morrow. 

Sir  WILLfAM  PULTENEY  fuggcfted,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  move  a  claufe  for  enabling  Parliament  to  alter  and  amend 
die  bill  during  the  prefent  feflton,  if  there  (hould  appear  any  nc- 
oeffity  for  fo  doing. 

Mr.   Chancellor   PITT  acknowledged  the  propriety  of  the 
clalNe. 

Mr.  D.  P.  COKE  hinted  thkt  he  would  move  a  claufe  to  pre* 
vent  any  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  from  receivii^  any  fees 
proportionate  to  the  immenfe  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  within  the 
year.  He  was  confldait,  that  if  the  noble  Lords  to  whom  he  aU 
luded  could  be  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  they  would  gladly  fecond  fuch 
a  nr)otion  ;  or  that  in  their  abfence  a  noble  relative  of  theirs  would, 
witli  equal  cagernefs,  accede  to  fuch  a  propofition. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfervcd,  that  the  Tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer (hould  not  be  more  benefited  by  the  prefent  plan,  than  if 
the  fupplics  of  the  year  had  been  raifed  by  the  ufual,  or  any  other 
nx>de. 

Friday 9  December  2a. 

On  the  queAion  being  put  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for 
raifing  three  millions  from  the  Bank  upon  Exchequer  bills, 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  affent  to  that 
VUl  without  faying  a  few  words.  It  appared  to  him  to  be  a  pet- 
fuK  quite  inconfiftcnt  with  the  profcfllons  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
E»^uer  upon  former  occafions,  for  which  he  had  confiderable 
cre^t  at  the  time  he  made  them,  and  which  he  would  continue  to 
liafve  if  he  adhered  to  his  profeffions  ;  the  fubflance  of  which  was, 
Uat  there  (bould  never  be  ilTued  any  Exchequer  bills  for  which  there 
)Va$  not  made  an  adequate  parliamentary  provifion.  It  was  necef- 
fary  to  adhere  to  this  principle  at  all  ttmesy  bul  more  particularly  fo 
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at  the  prefent  timey  when  the  right  honcAirable  gentleman  was  call- 
ing upon  the  public  to  contribute  fo  large  a  fum  to  defray  expences, 
and  to  raife  it  within  the  year.  The  Minifter  had  Aated  the  fum 
to  be  provided  this  year  to  be  25  millions ;  twelve  millions  of 
which  he  propofed  to  he  raifed  by  a  loan,  of  which  we  as  yet  had 
heard  nothing  but  the  amount ;  eight  millions  he  propc^ed  to  be 
raifed  by  the  additional  aifeflfment  upon  taxes;  ^three  mrllions  and 
a  half  upon  land  and  malt,  and  throe  millions  upon  Exchequer 
bills,  the  bill  for  raifing  which  futn  was  now  before  the  Houfe. 
How  this  laA  fum  of  money  was  to  be  provided  for  did  not  appear. 
The  Minifter  had  faid  that  we  muft  look  our  difficulties  in  the 
face.  He  granted  that  we  (hould  do  fo.  But  this  did  not  appear 
to  him  to  be  the  way  of  doing  it ;  for  by  this  bill,  inftead  of  meet- 
ing»  it  was  poftponing  our  difficulty  to  the  amount  of  three  mil- 
lions, and  that  too  in  a  way  perfedly  new.  It  was  poflfible  that 
there  (hould  be  now  outDanding  four  millions  upon  Exchequer  bills. 
But  how  thck  millions  now  to  be  voted  b)^  this  bill  were  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  no  man  had  heard  a  word.  No  provifion  was  made 
for  the  liTue  of  fre(h  Exchequer  bills,  when  thefe  fliould  become 
payable,  which  will  be  on  the  4th  of  April  next.  Should  the 
Minifter  ifliie  Exchequer  Bills  for  three  millions  more,  to  anfwcr 
for  thefe  when  they  become  due,  there  would  then  be  6  millions 
unprovided  for.  Confidering  the  difcount  upon  l^xchequer  bills, 
he  would  afk,  whether  the  Minifter  thought  it  prudent  to  ilTue 
them  again,  after  thefe  became  payable,  fuppofing  the  Bank  to  have 
no  objeAion,  and  fuppofing  neither  to  be  provided  for  by  Parlia- 
ment ?  he  was  fure  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  was  intirely  dif- 
ferent from  that  for  which,  two  years  ago,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  took  a  great  deal  of  credit,  that  of  providing  for  Ex- 
chequer bills  in  a  manner  that  had  not  been  done  before.  But  he 
feemed  now  to  abandon  his  plan,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
Bank  acquiefced  in  the  plans  of  the  Minifter  was,  in  his  opinion, 
alarming  to  thofe  who  wifhed  well  to  the  credit  of  this  country. 
They  accommodated  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  way 
that  was  not  highly  creditable  to  either  party.  They  ftated  their 
circumftances  to  be  ilouriOiing,  but  that,  with  a  view  to  public  fi- 
nancial operatfoiis,  they,  feemed  to  invite  a  continuance  of  the  re- 
ftriftion  upon  them  as  to  the  payments  of  their  debts  in  fpecie. 
What  would  be  faid  of  a  private  man  who  would  thus  league 
himfelf  with  the  Executive  Government,  and  for  that  reafon  refil- 
led to  pay  his  debts,  was  a  queftion  which,  he  apprehended,  was 
not  difficult  to  anfwer.  The  Bank  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer agreed  with  one  another,  that  the  reftridion  fhoukf  conti- 
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ntie»  as  to  the  iiBTuing  of  ca(h  byjhe  Bank,  They  agree  farther 
to  advance  to  him  three  millions  upon  Exchequer  bills,  for  which 
at  prefcnt  no  parliamentay  provifion  is. made.  At  the  end  of  Hk 
months  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  called  upon  to  make 
good  the  payment  of  thefe  Exchequer  bills.  Suppoflng,  then,  that  pro- 
vifion (hould  be  made  for  the  payment  of  three  millions  upon  freCh 
Exchequer  bills  at  three  months,  the  queilion  then  would  be»  Whe- 
ther we  are  likely,  in  the  month  of  April  next,  to  be  in  a  more 
profperous  (late  than  we  are  at  prefcnt ;  and  that  money  will  be  nvorc 
plenty  f  then  there  would  be  no  objcflion  to  any  thing  but  the  ex- 
pence  of  this  meafiire.  But  thofe  who  thought  there  was  dan- 
ger in  our  prefcnt  fituation  could  hardly  approve  of  the  prefent  mea- 
fure  ;  bccaufe,  if  the  hour  of  dtiiiculty  (hould  arifc,  and  neither  the 
Diredlors  of  the  Bank  fliould  be  dif()ofed  to  grant  any  fairther  money 
upon  Exchequer  bills,  nor  the  proprietors  agree  to  it  if  they  did,  then 
indeed  (hall  we  fee  the  mifchief  of  voting  away  money  thus  upon 
credit  without  making  provilion  for  the  payment  of  it.  Although 
he  differed  from  the  Miniftcr  on  the  fubjeiS  of  raifmg  money  within 
the  year»  he  did  not  differ  from  him  as  to  the  nece(rity  of  our  looking 
at  our  difficulty  in  the  face,  and  ^oviding  for  it ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  confident  with  that  idea  to  poftpone  that  difficulty  by  a  mea-r 
fure,  the  pretence  for  which  was  to  provide  for  it.  He  thought  we 
{hould  be  prepared  for  a  (lorm,  but  we  (hould  be  prepared  for  it  like 
prudent  and  ikilful  mariners,  fo  as  to  be  ready  to  meet  ir,  not  to 
talk  cf  a  (lorm  and  condud  ourfelves  as  if  nothing,  was  to  be  ap* 
prehended  but  a  calm,  and  topoftpone  the  preparation  to  the  hour  of 
tempeft,  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  cafe  as  far  as  the  prefcnt 
bill  extended.  He  could  enhrge  upon  thefe  topics,  but  he  had 
reafons  for  forbearing. 

*  Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  remarked,  he  was  very  glad  to  notice 
tha,t  the  honourable  gentleman  had,  on  this  day,  more  diflin£tly 
than  he  had  heard  him  before,  acknowledge  that  wc  ought  to  meet 
our  difficulties  in  the  face.  He  (hould  rejoice  if  that  declaration 
of  the  honourable  gentleman  was  likely  to  be  followed  up  by  a. 
plan  that  would  contribute  to  the  fentiment  which  itcohveyed.  He 
(hould  be  glad  to  hear  from  him  reafons  why  he  thought  that  the 
prefent  plan  was  not  coniifient  with  that  obje£i ;  and  if  he  did  fo» 
and  the  reafons  appeared  conclulive,  he  (hould  be  as  ready  to  aban- 
don it  as  he  hoped  the  honourable  gentleman  would  abandon  his 
L  opinions  if  he  found  them  inconfiftent  with  the  general  objed^ 
namely,  that  of  meeting  our  difficulties  in  the  face.  He  neither 
wiihed  to  be  himfelf  mifunderftood,  nor  to  mifunderftand  the  ho- 
nouuble  gentleman.     The  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  was  iiot  in- 
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confident  with  the  plan,  for  the  augmentation  of  the  aflefled  taxes. 
He  did  not  mean  to  raife  the  whole  of  the  fupplies  of  the  prefent 
year  within  the  yean  Indeed  he  propofed  othcrwifc  when  he 
opened  the  outline  of  the  whole  plan.  He  dated  the  meafure  now 
before  the  Houfe  as  part  of  the  original  propofirion.  With  regard 
to  the  reftndion  upon  the  Bank,  it  had  been  already  decided  by  the 
Houfe  that  it  was  neceffary  during  the  continuance  of  the  war. 
There  was  no  hope  that  fuch  neceffity  would  ceafe  but  with  the 
war.  Here  the  Bank,  without  inconvenience  to  themfelvesi  or  the 
public,  but  with  advantage  to  both,  can  make  this  advance,  and  can 
prolong  it :  and  here  'Was  a  provifion  for  the  payment  at  a  certain 
period,  in  order  that,  if  neccflary,  they  might  open  their  operation 
of  payment,  if  it  fliould  he  thought  wife  to  open.  While  the  prefent 
circumftances  remain,  the  reftridion  (hould  continue.  If  it  (hould 
be  neceflary  that  the  Bank  fhould  continue  its  advances,  they  would 
of  courfe  continue  ;  but  by  the  very  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  pro- 
vifion was  made  for  the  payment  from  time  to  time  as  fuch  advance 
(hould  be  made.  Their  continuance,  or  difcontinuance  of  advances 
would  depend  upon  their  circumdances  ;  and  although  they  are  at 
prefent  in  a  flourishing  (ituation,  yet  they  (hould  not  be  called  upon 
to  make  advances  upon  Exchequer  bills  but  to  a  limited  amount, 
fuch  as  was  fpecified  by  the  prefent  bill.  With  regard  to  the  dif* 
count  upon  Exchequer  bills,  he  knew  of  none. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,*  he  underftood  the  difcount  upon  Exche* 
quer  bills  to  be  at  prefent  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  He  had  heard 
nothing  againft  what  he  had  faid  already,  that  this  was  matter  of 
accommodation  from  the  Bank  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  that  it  was  likely  to  be  mifchievous  to  the  public.  With  re- 
gard to  the  pledge  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  entered  into,  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  could  only  fay,  that  he  faid 
nothing,  except  that  we  ought  not  to  poftpone  our  difficulties.  He 
did  not  call  the  funding  fyftem  a  poflponing  of  our  difficulties.  It 
had  not  been  fo  coniidered  for  the  laft  century.  He  wi(he'l  to 
know  where  thefe  three  millions  could  be  raifed  again  if  the  Bank 
ihould  find  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  did  not  fee  how  this  bill  was  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  except  in  the  iiTuing  of  Bank  notes.  There  had  for- 
jnerly  been  a  limit  to  the  iflfue  of  Bank  paper.  Now  there  was 
none.  This  meafure  was  calculated  to  make  the  Bank  a  mint  for 
the  coinage  of  paper-money.  This  was  worfe  than  the  mode  that 
was  adopted  in  France,  for  there  they  had  a  limit,  here  we  have 
iKMie*.    Sboiidd  they  be  unable  to  pay  again,  what  was  to  be  the  re- 
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medy  1     This  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  moft  dangeioos  mcafuic 
that  was  ever  tried  in  any  country. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
Houfe  to  refolve  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  upon 
the  afleffed-taxes  bill ;  the  Hotife  refolved  itfelf  accordingly. 

Sir  CHARLES  BUNBURY  propofed  that  tax  carts  ih  oulbc 
excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  fu^efted  the  propriety  of  reducing  this 
exception  to  a  diftindl  provifo.  He  hinted,  that  upon  the  fuhjed  of 
tax  carts,  there  ought  to  be  fome  difcufiion  hereafter ;  for  that 
great  frauds  were  prafiifcd  under  that  article  qf  the  revenue  at 
prefent. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  propofed  a  claufe,  to  carry  into 
effcA  the  modification,  as  printed  in  the  fchedule,  which  is  already 
publifhed. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  wiOied  another  modification  ;  fuch,  £>r 
inftance,  as  making  the  higher  claiTcs  contribute  more  than  they  are 
called  upon  to  do  at  prefent. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  (Addington)  faid,  that  no  advance  in  charges 
upon  the  fubje£l  could  take  place  in  any  mode  but  in  a  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  a  diminution  might. 

Mr.  BAKER  thought  this  propoiitbn  improper.  He  wi(bed 
•the  Houfe  to  ad  as  the  real  reprefentatives  of  the  whole  people  of 
England  ;  for  they  were  fo.  To  agree  to  fuch  a  meafure  as  this 
was  to  a6k  otherwife  than  fuch  reprefentatives  ought  to  do.  It  would 
be  to  attend  not  to  the  intereft  of  the  people,  but  to  the  clamour  of 
fixne  of  them ;  be  confidered  that  to  give  way  to  the  very  extraordi- 
nary and  heretofore  unheard-of  refelutions  that  were  pafled  in  Ibme 
very  extraordinary  meetings,  would  be  to  ad  upon  caprice. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  did  not  wilh  the  Houfe  to  ad  upon 
caprice,  but  he  thought  that  by  taking  time,  the  people  had  an  op* 
portunlty  of  examining  the  bill,  and  to  judge  how  it  would  ztkA 
them,  from  which  they  might  communicate  tr.  their  reprefenta- 
tives many  important  facis  which  might  influence  their  deter- 
minations. 

The  claufe  was  then,  after  fome  converfation,  agireed  to. 

On  the  reading  of  the  claufe  fur  laying  a  double  tax  on  horfcs 
iifed  in  hufbandry, 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  difappioved  of  ap- 
portioning the  tax  to  the  different  means  of  the  httnen :  he  thought 
that  the  fame  exemptions  and  gradations  as  tbofe  applied  to  the 
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Other  clafles  of  fociety  ought  to  be  applied  to  them.  He  oould 
aiTure  the  Houfc  that  many  of  the  fmall  farmers  were  as  poor  as  day 
labourers,  and  he  therefore  meant  to  propofe  tjiat,  infteadof  a  double 
rate  of  affeffnlent  upon  all  farmers  who  pay  more  than  70I.  rent,  si 
fingle  rate  only  (hould  be  laid. 

This  produced  a  long  difcuffion,  in  which  Mr.  BURDON, 
Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  Mr.  POLE  CAREW,  Lord  CAR  YS- 
FORT,    Mr    RYDER,    Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL,  , 
and  Mr.  DENT,  took  part. 

Mr.  L  H.  BROWNE  then  moved  an  amendment  of  the  refo- 
lution  to  the  cfFedt  already  dated,  vyl.  That  a  fingle  rate  only  be 
laid  upon  all  farmers  who  pay  from  feventy  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  a  year.  Upon  this  a  divifion  took  place,  when  the 
amendment  was  rejeded.     For  it,  6  ;  Againft  it,  94. 

Mr,  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  had  a  claufe  in  his  hand  in- 
tended to  alleviate  the  burden  of  aclafs  of  artifans,  who  had  already 
felt  themfelves  aggrieved  by  a  former  tax  :  he  meant  the  clock  and 
watch-makers.  It  had  been  fuggef^ed  that  this  bill  would  injure 
that  trade,  and  therefore  the  claufe  he  propofcd  to  bring  up  was  in- 
tended ^o  prevent  any  ftagnation  of  the  trade  in  thofe  articles  arifing 
from  It,  by  exempting  from  the  new  tax  all  watches  purchafcd  after; 
the  5ih  of  Januarj',  1798. 

The  claufe  was  brought  up  and  read,  and  directed  to  be  made  a 
part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  the  claufe  requiring  the  oath, 
which  he  undcrftood  fome  gentlemen  intended  to  oppofc.  Hcfubmit- 
tcd  it  to  the  confideration  of  thofc  gentlemen,  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  defer  that  difcuflion  till  the  claufe  containing  the  fchedulc 
(hould  be  brought  up,  when  it  would  be  feen  more  fully  whether  the 
objection  to  the  oath  was  well  grounded  If  it  (hould  be  l^ill 
thought  fo,  gentlemen  would  have  an  opportunity  of  oppofing  it  on 
the  report. 

The  claufe  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  brought  up  a  claufe  to  provide  an 
abatement  in  favour  of  perfons  having  a  certain  number  of  children, 
in  the  following  proportions  : 

To  all  perfons  having  from  4  to    8 — 10  per  cent. 

from  8  to  10 — 15  per  cent, 
from  10—20  per  cent. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  was  for  extending  the  ahai -r.  :nt  to  the 
age  of  twenty  or  twenty-one  years  inftcaJ.  (f  nxtec.^.,  *Yciufe  the 
fyi^em  of  education  purfued  from  the  ag-  of  fixtccn  to  twenry^ne 
was  far  more  extenfive  to  parents,  both  with  regard  to  their  fons  and 
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datirghteiSt  than  it  was  at  any  time  previous  to  that  period.  Sons  re^ 
ceived  at  that  time  an  education  preparatory  to  their  entering 
into  the  navy  or  army ;  and  daughters  required  a  greater  num<« 
btt'of  mafters  ;  both  of  which  cafes  expofed  parents  to  confidera- 
bie  expence. 

Mr.  Chamccllor  PITT  obferved,  that  the  age  df  fixteeft  was  tht 
age  gcnenilly  adhered  tp  in  all  former  a<9s  where  the  diOirliSion  of 
age  had  been  introduced  ;  it  was  fo  even  in  the  poll-tax  ;  but  the 
obje£l  of  the  prefcnt  claufe  was  to  extend  relief  not  to  tlxe  opulent 
clzffeSf  to  which  his  honourable  friend  fcemed  to  allude,  but  to  the 
irtfericr  clafles  of  tradcfmen  and  manufadturers,  whofe  fons,  if 
properly  brought  up,  would,  at  the  age  of  (ixteen,  be  able  to  afford 
coniiderable  afliftance  to  their  patents,  inftead  of  being  a  burden 
to  them. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  thought  it  expedient  to  take  the  age  of  fixteen 
for  fuch  parents  as  paid  50I.  afieHed  taxes,  and  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  for  thofe  who  paid  i  ool.  per  annum. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  difapprovcd  of  this  mode,  and  faid,  that 
tfaeobjedof  it  might  be  anfwered  in  another  way,  by  means  of 
the  fchedule  which  he  intended  to  give  in  for  th«  calculation  of 
ihcome. 

The  claufe  was  then  broi^ht  up,  and  ordered  to  make  part  of 
iikc  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  next  maved,  a  claufe  for  fubje£ling  all 
academies,  boarding  fchools,  and  public  houfcs,  only  to  the  fame 
rates  of  afleflment  as  were  impofed  on  lodging  houfes  and  on  (hop- 
keepers. 

Mr.  BAKER  thought  that  fchoolmafters  and  fchoolmiftreffes 
might  be  enabled  to  pay  for  dieir  full  proportion,  by  throwing  It 
on  the  parents  of  the  children  whom  they  undertook  to  educate. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  feid,  that  the  qucftion  at  prcfent  fimply 
was,  whether  the  perfons  to  whom  he  wifhed  to  extend  the  abate- 
ment, did  or  did  not  inhabit  houfes  of  greater  extent  and  expence 
than  was  requifite  for  thefr  perfonal  eomforts  ? 

Mr.  ADAIR  coinckied  in  the  latter  opinion ;  and  after  fome 
ferther  converfation,  the  claufe  was  brought  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT  moved  a  daufe  for  limiting  to  one  rate  the  in« 
creafed  affeiTment  on  the  medical  gentlemen  of  the  metropolis. 

Sir  EDWARD  KNATCHBULL  moved  to  amend  this  daufc 
by  extending  its  provifions  to  phyficians  pradifing  in  die  country, 
who  ftood  more  in  need  of  the  ufe  of  horfes  and  of  a  carriage. 

After  a  Ihort  converfation  the  Committee  divided  on  the  propofed 
amendment— 'Ayesi  59  ^  Noesi  42. 
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And  on  die  motion  that  the  daufe  (b  amended  da  make  past  9S 
dicbill,  the  Committee  again  divided— Ayes,  59  ;  Noes,  39,. 

Mr.  D*  p.  COKE  then  rofe  to  make  his  promifed  motion  for 
limifipg  the  fees  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  during  the  pmfeot 
diftreffed  and  calamitous  fituation  of  the  country.  He  aflbrod  the 
Committee,  that  in  making  the  prcfent  motion  he  was  prompted  by 
no  perfonal  hoftility,  either  again!}  the  two  noble  Loids  who  held 
thb  office,  or  agatnft  any  of  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters  ;  qn 
the  conttary,  he  wifhed  them  to  retain  their  places,  becaofe  he  felt 
rxtremely  adverfe  to  the  dodrincs  held  by  the  gentlemen  who  we^e 
likdy  to  fucoeed  them,  efpecially  to  the  dodrine  of  Parliamonfivgr 
Reform,  which,  if  attempted  and  cfFedked,  muft,  in  his  opinion,,  hie 
produfiive  of  much  mifchicf,  and  mud  neceflfarily  end  in  a  Revolii- 
tion.  But  be  could  not  at  the  iame  time  forbear  obfervipg^  thai 
the  country  muft  feel  fuq>Fiied,  nay  indignant,  if  the  Houfe  were  tti 
oppofe  bringing  up  of  a  claufe  tending  to  limit  the  enormous  fees 
which  the  meaforenow  under  diicui&oa  would  throw  into  the  hanik 
of  the  noble  Lords  who  held  this  and  other  lucrative  offices,  and  that 
at  a  moment  when  the  people  were  groaning  under  an  almoft  u»- 
fuppoctable  weight  of  taxes,  and  when  they  were  going  to  be  AiU 
farther  loaded  widi  a  burden  which  he  was  convinced  it  wae  uKert^r 
impoflible  they  could  bear;  for  (hould  the  meafure  now  under 
difcuflion  be  unfortunately  pafled  into  a  law,  be  was  fure  it 
would  be  altogether  impradicable  to  raife  the  fum  of  money  it 
called  for. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  &id,  he  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  motion  of  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  aroie  frooi 
any  peribnal  hoftility  to  the  noble  Lords  in  queftion,  becaufe  he 
was  fure  the  learned  gendeman  had  not  received  from  them  any  pnv 
vocnrion  that  could  juftify  fuch  hoftility-— but  though  the  motion 
xniglit  be  free  from  a  fpirit  of  hoftility,  it  was  fs^  from  being  free 
from  very  great  injudice,  for  it  went  to  deprive  the  noble  Lords  of 
what  they  poflfeflcd,  as  the  juft  rewards  of  the  great  public  fervicei 
which  their  fathers  had  rendered  to  the  cqui^try,  and  which  they 
held  as  a  freehold  teniae,  confirmed  to  then)  by  an  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  nor  was  there  afiy  thing  in  the  prefent  aA.  to  warrant  their 
bqng  thus  deprived  of  two-thirds  of  their  income,  as  it  would  nol 
make  the  addition  of  one  flullirig  to  the  fees  of  the  tellers  of  the 
Exchequer.  BefideSr  there  was  a  claufe  for  permitting  gentlemen 
to  contribute  towards  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  flatc,  as  far  as 
their  inclination  and  their  circumftances  would  allow  d)cm.  For 
was  it  then  bar  or  agreeabl(e  that  thcfe  noble  perfons  (hould  be  fiiv 
glcd  out  and  called  on  for  a  coropuUbiy  contribution»  while  it 
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•was  left  optional  to  every  other  gentleman?  Was  it  not,  more- 
.over,  glaringly  unjuft,  that  they  fliould  be  aflefTed  two- thirds  of 
'  their  income,  while  the  reft  of  the  country  were  at  moft  only  re- 
quired to  pay  one- tenth  of  theirs  r 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  thought  the  prcfent  claufe  had  a  clofc 
connexion  with  the  bill,  and  faid  he  was  furprized  that  gentlemen 
were  not  afhamed  at  putting  fuch  enormous  fees  in  the^r  pockets, 
when  the  country  laboured  under  fuch  general  diftrefs, 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  contended,  that  the  tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer were  to  receive  no  greater  addition  to  their  fees^  by  the 
Taifing  of  feven  millions  within  the  year,  than  if  the  money  to  be 
raifed  for  the  fervices  of  the  year  had  been  procured  by  any  other 
*inode. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  could  not  fit  filent  and  hear  the  ho- 
*nourable  and  learned  gentleman  infinuate  that  tlie  people  would  be 
Indignant  if  the  prefcnt  meafure  paffed  into  a  law.  The  language, 
he  faid,  was  highly  unparliamentary,  and  he  wiftied  the  honour- 
•  able  gentleman  and  the  country  to  know,  that  no  degree  of  un- 
popularity that  could  poflibly  attach  to  any  man  (hduld  prevent  him 
or  the  Houfe  from  ufmg  their  own  judgement  and  underftanding, 
in  the  opinion  theV'fhould  deliver,  or  in  the  vote  they  (hould  give 
upon  this  or  any  other  queftion. 

Th^  SOLICITOR  GENERAL  advifed  his  learned  friend  to 
urithdraw  his  claufe. 

Mr.  H.  ADDINGTON  oppofed  the  claufe. 

Mr.  D.  P.  COKE  was  determined  to  pcrfevere  in  his  motion, 
but  he  would  have  the  committee  to  under ftand,  that  in  what  he 
advanced,  he  never  meant  to  throw  out  ary  unparliamentary  or 
fadious  idea  ;  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  lie  adcd  as  magif- 
trate,  it  was  well  known  that  he  always  ftrid^lv  enforced  obedience 
to  every  aft  of  Parliament,  whether,  in  his  own  private  opinion, 
he  approved  of  it  or  not.  He  would  now  agnin  repeat  it,  that 
the  country  was  decidedly  againft  the  prefcnt  meafure;  its  cxeru- 
tion  was  utterly  imprafticable  ;  and  (hould  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  petfift  in  it,  it  could  not  fail  to  work  his  downfall.  The 
right  honourable  gentleman  had  faid,  that  if  a  lefs  objeflionablc 
and  equally  eflPedlual  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  was  fuggcftcd, 
he  would  not  hefitate  to  adopt  it*  He  had  a  plan  to  propofc  which 
would  fully  anfwcr  the  end  in  view,  and  that  was  to  lay  a  ihilling 
in  the  pound  on  all  transfer  of  ftock. 

AUcr  a  few  words  from  >Mr.  PITT  and  Mr.  RYDER,  the 
Houfe  divided  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coke — Ayes,  6;  Noes,  75. 

Mr-  Chanccjlor  FITT  then  (aidi  he  would  propofc  that  the 
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report  be  received  to-morrow,  fro  format  that  an  order  might  be 
made  for  having  ic  printed  ;  and  that  gentlemen  might  have  fuffi- 
cient  time  to  examine  it,  he  would  move  that  it  be  taken  into 
farther  confideration  on  Thurfday  next. 

Saturday y  Decemher  23. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
en  the  aifcifed- taxes  bill  might  be  received. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  undcrftood  the  report  was  merely  in- 
tended to  be  brought  up  this  day  :  that  it  was  to  be  printed,  and  in 
point  of  fadl,  was  not  to  be  received  till  Thurfday.  If  this  delay 
was  meant  as  an  accommodation  to  the  Members  of  the  Houfe,  he 
was  ready  to  allow  that  the  time  was  fufficient-— for  himfelf,  he  had 
no  wifh  it  (hould  be  extended  on  that  confideration  ;  but  if,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  conceived  that  the  de- 
lay propofed  would  enable  the  Houfe  to  afcertain  how  far  their  con-' 
Aituents  were  likely  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  adopted  modifications, 
then  he  could  not  but  cpn(ider  the  interval  as  far  too  limited. 
This  hint,  however,  he  had  only  thrown  out  for  the  confideration 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  meaning  to  objed  to  the 
period  he  Ihould  think  proper  to  take  the  report  into  confideration. 
What  he  wifhed  to  know'  with  certainly  was,  when  the  right  ho- 
nourably gentleman  intended  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a  third  time  \ 
He  fuppofed  that  from  the  length  of  difcufTion  which  the  report 
would  take  up  on  Thurfday,  it  would  hardly  be  pofTible  to  have  the 
third  reading  on  Friday,  and  therefore  he  wifhcd  to  have  it  precifely 
underftood,  whether  it  would  be  read  on  Saturday,  Monday,  or 
Tucfdav  r 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  agreed  that  it  would  be  much  more 
convenient  to  the  Houfe  to  fettle  with  certainly  when  the  third 
reading  would  take  place.  He  (hould  think  it  would  occupy  fo 
much  of  Thurfday,  that  it  would  not  be  poflible  to  get  the  bill 
printed  with  the  amendments,  foas  to  be  ready  for  the  third  reading 
on  Friday.  The  Monday  following  would  be  New- Year's  Day, 
and  therefore  Tuefday  was  the  day  he  (hould  fubmit  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  aflced  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whe- 
ther the  modifications  would  produce  an  increafe  or  a  decreafe  of  the 
fum  originally  eftimated  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  certainly,  a  confidcrable  defal- 
cation. 

Mr.  SMITH  brought  up  the  report. 
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Mr.  BUCKNALL  n>fe  for  the  purpofe  cS  making  a  (ant  obGar- 
vations  previous  to  the  veport  being  read ;,  but  he  was  tnlermpsed  hf 
the  Speaker,  who  informed  hifn»  that  it  being  the  intention  of  Ac 
Houfe  to  have  the  report  printed  before  any  obfinrvations  veve  fpmc 
into,  there  was  no  opportunity,  confident  with  the  forms  of  the 
Houfe,  for  any  Member  to  o^  obje^jons  to  the  report^  until  it 
was  taken  into  £irther  cx>nlideration. 

The  report  was  then  read^  an(|  d^  fvdier  confidemtion  of  it 
appointed  for  Thurfday  next. 

Thurfdayf  Decemher  iS* 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  ordpr  of  the  4^y  for  takii^ 
into  confideration  the  report  of  a  bill  for  grantii^  additional 
duties  on  aflefled  taxes,  now  read. 

Sir  ALAN  GARDNER  faid,  he  had  a  few  dbfervatiom  (D 
make  upon  the  bill,  which  he  woutd  take  this  opportunity  to  offer. 
H^  was  happy  to  find  that  it  had  already  ufidergone  full  difcuflion, 
and  that  the  objediohT  made  by-  thofp  who  would  have  been  too 
heavily  affefled  by  its  provifions  had  been  completely  removed. 
Me  faid,  that  the  enemy  muft  be  reiifted,  and  the  country  defended, 
and  without  fupplies  neither  fleet  nor  army  could  be  fupported,  in 
which  cafe  we  could  neither  refift  the  enemy  nor  procure  a  fafo  and 
honourable  peace.  Allowing  this,  and  it  could  not  be  denied^  the 
fafety  of  the  country  depended  on  the  condiid  that  would  take  place 
this  night.  Tlierefore,  notwithftanding  certain  rcfohitions  of  dif- 
approbation  had  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  which  he  had  read 
with  great  regret,  he  felt  himfelf  obliged  in  confcience  and  in  duty 
to  the  public,  to  gjivehis  fupport  to  the  meafure,  and  thereby  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fafety,  honour  and  independance  of  the  country.  Un- 
der the  circumAances  of  the  country,  he  thought  it  was  impofli- 
h\c  to  withhold  the  fupplies. 

Sir  WILLIAM  MILNER  faid,  that  he  would  not  oppofc  any 
^rticular  claufe  of  the  bill,  becaufe  he  meant  to  oppofe  die  whole 
bill  and  Its  principle. 

On  reading  the  claufe  Which  was  amended  in  the  Committee 
upon  the  bill,  and  by  which  amendment  an  alleviation  was  agreed 
to  be  given  to  thofe  who  occupy  Houfcs  to  which  there  are  (hops  or 
warehoufes,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  propofed  to  negative 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee,  fo  as  to  take  warehoufes  out  of 
the  exemption,  and  to  confine  the  alleviation  merely  to  (hops  \  to 
which,  after  a  few  words  by  NTr.  WILBERFORCE  and  others. 
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mti  the  atber  fide,  the  Houfe  agreed.     So  that  warehoufes  are  not 
now  exempted. 

On  reading  the  chofe  which  impofes  a  double  afleflmcnt  for 
horfes  kept  for  agriculture, 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE  propofed  a  provition,  that  thofe  who  kept 
farms  under  ihe  yearly  rent  of  1 50I.  (hould  be  charged  only  with  a 
fingk  additional  duty. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofed  it,  upoii  the  grounds  which  the 
Committee  had  rejected  a  fimilar  propofttion. 

Sir  M.  B.  FOLKES,  Mr.  POLLEN,  Lord  CARYSFORT, 
iuid  feveral  others,  fupported  it. 

Sir  W.  GEARY  fuggefted  a  modification,  the  fubftance  of  which 
was,  that  no  farmer  who  rents  a  farm  under  150I.  a  year,  and  who 
has  no  other  means  of  livelihood,  fhall  be  charged  by  this  duty  for 
morethan  five  horfes  for  agriculture. 

This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  I.  H.  BROWNE'S  daufc  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WILBERf'ORCE  moved  to  amend  claufe(P),  by  leaving 
our  the  words  **  or  any  other  fufBcient/'  On  this  amendment  the 
Houfe  divided :  Ayes,  5  ;  Noes,  94. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  moved  to  amend  the  claufe  for  allowing  certain 
abatements  to  perfons  having  a  certain  number  of  children,  by  leav* 
ing  out  the  word  **  five,*'  and  infcrting  in  its  ilead  the  word 
"  four.'* 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

'Mr.  Serjeant  ADAIR  was  of  opimon  that  this  claufe  was  too 
«mfined  by  the  limitation  of  the  words  **  children  bom  in  lawful 
wedlock  ;*'  for  feveral  inflances  might  occur  where  the  wife  or  the 
bufbafid  might  have  children  by  former  marriages,  the  number  of 
whofe  children  added  together  would  place  them  within  this  claufe 
of  the  bill ;  but  if  the  children  were  taken  feparately,  then  fuch 
perfons  mud  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  the  claufe.  It  undoubt- 
edly could  not  be  the  intention  of  the  Houfe  to  refufe  the  propofed 
abatement  to  a  family  compofed  of  the  united  children  of  the  mailer 
and  miftrefs,  and  whofe  expence  were  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  of 
both.  With  a  view  to  remove  eveiy  doubt  and  obfcurity  on  this 
fubjedl,  he  would  move  to  amend  the  claufe,  by  introducing,  after 
Ibe  word  **  children,"  and  before  the  words  '^  born  in  lawful  wed- 
lock," thefe  words,  *^  of  him  or  her,  or  of  his  or  her  wife  or  huf- 
hand,  or  of  both  of  them."  ^ 

Mr.  RYDER,    the    SOLICITOR  GENERAL,    and  the 
IttASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS^  objeded  to  this  amendment,  on 
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the  ground  that  fuch  children  had  generally  icfarate  provificmA 
made  for  them. 

The  motion  for  the  amendment  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  here  obfcrved,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it 
vas  improper  to  proceed  farther  on  a  bufinefs  of  fuch  ferious  im- 
portance at  fo  late  an  hour  (pad  eleveit)  when  the  Houfe  muft  be 
naturally  very  much  fatigued. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid^  that  his  wi(h  was  that  the  few  re- 
maining claufes  might  be  gone  through,  and  that  the  mod  im- 
portant part,  the  conGderation  of  the  fchedule^  iQight  then  be  de- 
ferred till  to-morrow.       ^ 

On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  the  claufe  which  makes  the  pa- 
rilhes  liable  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  tax, 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  that  it  would  be  very  hard  on  the  pariflies  to 
be  thus  made  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  taxes  when  they  had  no 
ihare  in  appointing  the  perfons  who  were  to  colle<3  them. 

Mr.  PLUMER.  and  Sir  W.  PULTENEY  urged  the  fame 
objeAion,  and  faid,  that  the  county,  and  not  the  parifhes,  (hould  be 
made  liable. 

Mr.  ROSE  faid,  that  the  parifhes  named  the  perfons  out  of 
whom  the  Commiflioners  were  chofen,  who  had  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing the  coUedors.  There  was,  therefore,  no  hardfliip  in 
making  the  parifties  liable  for  the  payment. 

The  original  claufe  was  then  put  and  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  for  agreeing  to  claufe  (X). 

Mr.  BURDON  moved  to  leave  out  the  word  "  fchoolmafter," 
and  to  leave  (imply  the  words,  **  perfon  keeping  any  academy,  or 
feminary  of  education,"  &c. 

Mr.  H.  ADDINGTON  faid,  that  there  was  another  defcrip- 
tion  of  perfons  not  exa(31y  to  be  claffed  under  the  denomination  of 
fchoolmaftcr  or  fchoolmiftrefs,  to  whom,  he  thought,  the  fame  ex- 
emptions fliould  be  extended.  Thcfc  were  perfons  who  received 
into  their  houfes  grown-up  young  ladies,  in  order  to  give  a  certain 
degree  of  inftrudtion,  by  way  of  finifliing  their  education. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  obfcrved,  that  if  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman took  the  word  "  inftruftion"  in  its  ordinary  fenfe,  then  un- 
doubtedly the  perfons  he  alluded  to  would  come  under  the  dcfcription 
of  fchoolmiftreffes. 

Mr.  BURDON  moved,  that  undertakers  for  funerals,  or  all  per- 
fons letting  out  horfes  and  carriages  tor  fuch  purpofes,  be  entitled  to 
the  fame  exemption  as  coachmakets.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PLUMER  objected  to  the  claufe  which  granted  certaia 
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abatements  to  gentlemen  cxcrcifing  any  branch  of  the  medical  pro- 
feflton^  as  inaccurately  worded. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  thought  the  objcflion  well  founded,  and. 
did  not  wifh  to  extend  the  abatements  to  perfons  not  rcgularl)t bred 
to  the  medical  profcffion.  He  then  moved,  that  inftead  of  the 
words,  **  any  pedon,**  &c.  the.  words  "  phvfician,  furgcon,  apo- 
thecary, and  midwife,"  be  infertcd,  and  that  the  abatement  grantee^ 
to  fuch  perfons  (hould  extend  only  to  fuch  as  kept  but  one  carriage 
and  twoJiorfes,  either  for  riding  or  drawing,  or  for  both  purpofcs. 
The  claufe  fo  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Charuxfllor  PITT  faid,  that  the  claiifes  for  allowing  per- 
fons to  make  voluntary  contributions  beyond  the  amount  of  the 
affciTed  taxes,  required  fome  important  alterations :  he  would  there* 
fore  bring  them  in  at  fome  future  ftage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BAKER  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move  a  claufe  for 
granting  certain  exemptions  to  clergymen,  whofe  income  did  not 
exceed  150I.  per  annum. 

Mr.  DUN  DAS  hoped  that  the  benefit  of  fuch  a  claufe  niight 
be  exteruled  to  the  clergy  of  Scotland. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid,  that  fuch  was  his  intention. 

Mr.  TYRWHYTT  afked,  ^hen  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  that  the  bill  (hould  be  read  a 
third  time  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  that  ,thc 
report  be  taken  into  farther  confidcration  to-morrow,  that  the  bill, 
with  the  new  amendments,  be  reprinted,  and  that  it  be  read  a 
third  time  on  Tucfday  next. 

*    Friday 'i  December  29. 

At  four  o'clock  the  Speaker  counted  the  Houfc,  when  there 
being  only  twenty- eight  Members  prefent,  an  adjournment  till  next 
day  immediately  took  place. 

Saturday^   30/A  December. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  the  Houfc  muft  recolledl  an 
2&  of  the  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  commonly  called  the  "  Sup- 
plemental Militia  Ad."  That  meafurc  had  been  carried  into  ex- 
ecution, a  great  number  of  men  had  been  raifed  under  it,  and  had 
been  employed  for  the  public  fcrvicc.  It  was  a  very  large  and  able 
body  of  men,  and  might  be  extremely  ufcful  in  a  cafe  of  the  laft 
neceflky  ;  but  in  confcquencc  of  fo  laiige  a  body  of  men  being  thut 
fituated,  a  great  number  of  men  were  prevented  from  giving  »I4 
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to  Hir  Majefty's  arms  for  the  goneral  defence  of  his  caufe,  in 
any  part  of  the  world  ;  they  were  thus  prevented,  becaufe  there 
was  no  regular  power  to  cnlift  them  into  His  Majefty's  regular  fcr- 
vice,  from  which  great  inconvenience  had  arifen,  and  if  not  reme* 
died,  greater  muft  hereafter  arife.  He  had  no  complaint  to  make 
againft  the  different  officers  who  had  been  called  upon  to  9i&  under 
the  provifions  of  the  militia  bill ;  undoubtedly  they  had  done  their 
duty.  Thus  it  happened,  that  many  of  the  men  compoiing  this 
militia,  having  enlifted  into  His  Majefty's  regular  fervice,  were 
reclaimed  as  militiamen,  and  were  obliged  to  be  reftored  ;  for  fo 
the  law  ftood  at  prefent ;  fo  that  if  any  man,  belonging  to  the  mi- 
,litia,  (hould,  from  his  ardour  for  more  adive  fervice,  or  any 
other  motive,  enlift  into  the  regular  fervice,  fuch  man  may,  at 
any^iime,  be  reclaimed  as  a  militiaman,  and  if  fo  claimed,  muft 
be  reftored,  to  the  manifeft  prejudice  of  His  Majefty's  fervice. 
The  objedl  of  the  bill  which  he  intended  to  move  for,  was  to  re- 
medy that  dcfcd,  by  enabfing  any  man,  if  defirous  of  enlifting, 
fo  to  do,  and  if  he  does,  he  (hall  not  afterwards  be  reclaimed  as  a 
militiaman  ;  nor  (hould  the  pari(h  be  bound  to  replace  him.  This 
plan  would  add  to  the  general  and  regular  force  of  His  Majefty's 
arms,  without  any  additional  expence  to  the  public. 

The  Houfe,  he  was  fure,  would   feel   the  importance  of  this 
fubje£t,  and  would   be  ready  to  give  it  their  moft  ferious  attention. 
It  would  appear  to  be  neceffary  in  another  point  of  view.     There 
are  at  prefent  a  number  of  regiments,  thirteen  or  fourteen  of  them, 
in  fome  of  whom  there  are  hardly  any  but  officers  ;  fo  that  how- 
ever meritorious   and  ufcful   their  fcrviccs   have  been,  and   how 
much  and  how  juftly  foevcr  His  Majefty  might  be  difpofed  to  con- 
fide in  them,  their  fervices  could  not  be  had,  unlefs  their  raiments 
were  fupplicd  with  men.     There  were  of  the  militia  from  fifty  to 
fixty  thoufand  ;    now,  if  in  confequence  of  the  meafure  he  now 
propofcd,  thefe  regiments  could  be  filled  up,  the  country  would  be 
no  longer  deprived  of  the  fervices  of  thefe  officers,  who,  of  all 
men,  were  the  moft  defirable  to  be  employed  in  the  public  fervice 
at  a  period  like  the  prefent,  and,  he  trufted,  that  within  a  (hort  pe- 
iriod,  a  body  of  no  lef^  than  fifty  thoufand  men  might  thus  be 
brought  into  a6!ive  fervice  for  our  general  defence,  to  zSt  as  occa- 
fion  might  require,  either  oftenftvely  or  defenfively,  either  within 
or  out  of  this  country.    He  did  not  mean  by  this  defcription  of  the 
propofed  fervice  to  fay,  that  this  force  would  be  called  upon  to 
ferve  out  of  His  Majefty's  European  dominions ;    for  he  meant 
only  home  fjcrvice,  extending  to  Jerfey  and  Guemfey,  and  the 
Nor(h  Seas. 
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He  certainly  (hould  not  now  enlarge  upon  this  fubje6):  in  the  de- 
tail,  nor  need  he  fay  any  thing  on  the  probable  confequence  of  fuch 
a  meafure.  He  would  leave  it  to  every  man's  feelings.  Let  every 
inan  afk  himfelf,  whether,  for  the"  purpofes  of  our  general  defence, 
or  for  annoying  the  enemy,  where  that  may  be  advifeable,  can  any 
meafure  be  more  likely  to  be  efFeftual  than  that  which  will  raife  a 
body  of  men  immediately,  probably  twenty  thoufand,  every  one  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms  ?  He  would  leave  it  with  the  Houfe 
to  confider,  and  he  deflrcd  them  to  look  at  the  hiftory  of  this  coun- 
try at  the  proudeft  periods  of  its  military  glory ;  for  inftance,  at 
that  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  time  of  the  deftruc* 
lion  of  the  Spanifti  armada,  when  we  were  menaced,  as  we  are 
now,  with  invafion.  This  country  had  no  greater  reafon  to  be 
proud  of  its  power  then,  tftan  it  has  now ;  but  it  fhould  alfo  have 
the  fame  vigour  and  the  fame  precaution. 

He  then  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
allowing  certain  proportions  of  men,  raifed  in  purfuance  of  two 
aAs  of  Parliament  of  the  laft  feflTion,  to  enlift  into  His  Majefty's 
other  fervices  for  a  time  to  be  limited." 

An  idea  had  been  dated,  he  faid,  and  the  experiment  might  very 
fafely  be  tried,  in  order  to  fee  how  far  it  irf  poflible  to  recruit  Ihe 
fervicc,  by  enlifting  foldiers  for  a  (horter  period  than  for  life.  In 
the  bill  he  propofed,  he  intended  to  introduce  a  limitarion  of  the 
time  of  fervice  of  thofe  who  (hould  enlift  in  confequence  of  any 
recruiting  under  the  power  of  the  bill. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  faid,  he  did  not  oppofe  this  meafure,  on 
the  contrary,  he  approved  of  it  as  far  as  it  went,  but  he  thought 
that  fome  meafure  of  a  more  extenfive  nature  ought  to  be  devifed 
and  brought  forward  to  prepare  us  againft  invafion.  The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  who  moved  this,  had  faid  that  fifty  thoufand 
men  might  be  raifed  in  this  manner,  and  that  twenty  thoufand  might 
be  raifed  immediately.  This  was  not  a  time  to  truft  to  fifty  thou- 
fand men.  The  people  of  this  country  (hould  be  called  upon  to 
arm  in  a  much  larger  force.  Let  them  (land  forward  and  take  fuch 
vigorous  meafures  as  are  fuitable  to  their  prefent  crifis.  There  was 
not  one  in  that  Houfe,  nor  any  intelligent  perfon  in  this  country, 
who  did  not  know  that  much  more  force  than  was  propofed  to  be 
made  e&£Uvc  by  the  prefent  bill  would  be  necefTary  for  our  prefent 
fituation. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  if  the  prefent  meafure 
(hould  prove  inadequate  it  would  become  Executive  Government  to 
attend  to  meafures  for  fupplying  the  deficiency,  at  the  fame  time  he 
would  not  have  Jhe  honourable  Batonec  fuppofe  tliat  w&  were  to  be 
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defended  from  invadon  only  by  twenty  thoufand  men.  So  far  was 
that  from  being  the  cafe  that  there  never  was  a  period  when  the  in- 
ternal (Irength  of  this  country  againA  invafion  was  (b  compleat  as  at 
the  prefent  moment.  All  the  menaces  that  were  made  againft  this 
country  were  fuch  as  he  for  one  would  neither  totally  defpife  nor 
apprehend  wirh  any  timidity.  There  had  been  many  attempts  in- 
duftrioufly  made  to  difcredit  all  the  menaces  that  had  been  madc» 
but  that  he  thought  very  improper,  becaufe  they  were  intended  to 
have  a  general  efliect  on  the  general  character  of  the  peo^Je  of  this 
country.  Thefe  menaces,  if  the  people  were  difpofed  to  meet  them 
properly,  he  (hould  be  prepared  to  treat,  as  an  idle,  feeble  vapour, 
and  regard  with  as  much  contempt  as  any  man  in  this  country. 
On  the  other  hand  wc  were  to  take  care  that  we  (hould  not  be  at- 
tacked  while  flecping  in  our  beds  under  a  mifplaced  fccurity.  He 
did  not  mean  to  difpirit  the  people  of  this  countr}"^,  nor  to  delude 
them  by  falfe  hopes.  It  was  only  by  being  on  the  one  hand  not  tuo 
fccure,  nor  on  the  other  unworthily  intimidated,  that  their  intcrcfts 
could  be  fecured.  According  to  the  fentiments  of  the  honourable 
Baronet  the  energy  of  the  people  would  not  be  fufficiently  called 
forth.  He  (hould  always  be  happy  to  hear  any  other  plan  propofcd 
that*  could  call  that  energy  into  a£fion«  But  then  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment could  not  be  juftified  in  affenting  to  any  meafurc,  without 
a  due  confidcration  of  all  circumftances  ;  becaufe  the  trade,  com« 
merce,  agriculture,  and  wealth  of  the  country,  muft  not  be  wholly 
employed  in  military  operations,  (ince  that  would  foon  deftroy  our 
real  rcfources.  It  became  the  Executive  Government  to  confider 
tile  general  population  of  the  country,  and  to  take  care  alfo  to  keep 
the  expencc  of  their  operations  within  due  bounds.  If  all  thexeal 
and  the  energy  of  the  people  was  probably  called  forth,  always  re- 
garding the  objects  which  he  had  juA  hinted  at,  there  would  be 
nothing  to  fear.  Indeed  we  were  partly  fecure  already.  But  any 
other  mcafure  for  thcfe  purpofcs  he  (hould  be  glad  to  li(h;n  to^  if 
they  came  either  from  the  honourable  Baronet  or  any  other  pcrfon 
in  that  Houfe  or  out  of  it.  The  force  now  propofed  was  intended 
for  immediate  defcnHve,  ofTenfive  operations,  if  he  might  be  allowed 
the  ufe  of  fuch  an  cxprcflion.  It  certainly  tended  to  add  to  the 
(\rength  of  the  Britifh  empire.  If  we  negledied  the  opportunity  of 
availing  ourfdves  of  it,  wc  (hould  have  to  rcfled  that  wc  encouraged 
the  enemy  to  attack  us,  more  .than  by  any  meafure  which  wc  might 
afterwards  have  it  in  our  power  to  adopt  to  repel  them^ 

Sir  WILLIAM  PULTENEY  explained.  He  faid  that  as  fo 
twenty  thoufand  men  to  be  raifcd  immediately  by  this  meafure^  he 
knew  they  wcse  not  fuiiicient ;  a  great  deal  more  mvA  be  raffed* 
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As  to  the  expenoe  of  it,  he  did  not  mean  to  inoneafe  the  expence. 
He  thought  highly  of  th^  fpirit  of  the  people  of  this  countly.  But 
they  muft  be  prepared  to-  do  a  great  deal  without  expence. 

Mr.  BURDON  Olid  be  did  not  oppoTe  this  meafure  ;  what  was 
laid  upon  the  fubje£t  by  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  coincided 
with  his  opinion  and  his  feeelings«  He  hoped  that  Government 
would  confider  of  the  expediency  of  changing  the  provifional  cavalry 
into  a  regular  force.  They  were,  at  prefent,  ineflPedivCy  but  they 
might  be  made  very  ufcful.  From  what  he  had  obferved,  and  had 
been  informed,  he  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  country  Would  b^ 
ready  to  adopt  the  meafure  which  he  now  fu^efted. 

Mr.  BAKER  faid  a  few  words  on  the  fubjedt. 

The  queflion  was  then  put ;  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
bill»  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas^  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt,  and  Mr. 
Hulkinfony  were  ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  it  in. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  rofe  to  give  a  conditional  notice.  He 
hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  bring  a  communica- 
tion to  the  Houfe,  (bating,  that  the  royal  family  are  dolirous  to  bear 
part  of  the  burdens  of  the  prcfcnt  afleffments  ;  if  not,  he  (hould  cer- 
tainly move,  that  all  the  laws  which  exempt  them  from  bearing  any 
fuch  burdens  (hould  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
aflefTcd  taxes-bill. 

The  Houfe  went  through  the  fchedule,  and  then  proceeded  to 
receive  claufes,  and  to  add  them  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  brought  up  a  clalife  to  allow  houfes  kept 
for  the  reception  of  lunaticks  the  fame  modification  of  aifeflrment  as 
houfes  for  letting  lodgings.     Agreed  to. 

The  MASTER  OF  THE  ROLLS  brought  up  a  claufe  to  put 
thofe  who  keep  rooms  for  public  entertainment  on  the  fame  footing 
a$  innkeepers.  He  was  delired  to  do  this  by  a  perfon  who  kept 
public  rooms  at  Bath,  for  which  he  paid  a  rent  of  toob  guineas  a 
year.  He  was  willing  to  pay  his  (hare,  but  the  afleflfment  on  him 
would  not  be  according  to  his  ability.  'He  now  paid  8  r  guineas 
to  the  aiTeflfed  taxes. — Claufe  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  then  proceeded  to  propofe  feveral  claufes, 
which  were  all  agreed  to,  viz. 

To  phafgc  the  royal  academicians  and  aflbciatts  only  one  addition 
to  their  prefent  duties. 

To  exempt  the  horfes  of  volunteer  cor{)s. 

To  exempt  the  keepers  of  ftagc  coaches. 

Tu  exempt  thofe  who  have  kept  a  carriage  and- laid  it  down,  and 
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never  ufed  it  fince  the  5th  of  April  laft,  to  the  day  of  making  the 
appeal ;  the  proof  to  lay  on  the  party  charged. 

To  exempt  perfons  who  have  fcrved  or-  may  ferve  offices  in  great 
corporations,  fuch  as  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  and  other  offices 
of  corporate  bodies,  and  Sheriff  of  coufittes,  from  any  more  than  the 
proportion  of  aflfeflment  to  which  they  would  have  been  liable,  inde- 
pendent of  the  equipage  incident  to  their  oBice. 

To  charge  thofe  who  pay  for  dogs  by  a  compofition,  fuch  as  thole 
who  keep  kennels  of  hounds,  ice,  not  for  each  individual  dog,  but 
a  ratable  propprtion  according  to  the  prefent  compofition. 

To  put  thofe  .who  keep  houfes  at  bathing  places,  &c.  upon  the 
fame  footing  as  thofe  who  keep  houfes  for  lodgings. 

To  charge  thofe  who  enter  houfes  that  have  never  before  been 
inhabited,  only  the  duty  that  wogid  attach  upon  them,  had  they  (bid 
in  the  houfes  they  (hall  quit.  This  exemption  to  continue  during 
the  continuance  of  the  a^. 

Providing  that  thofe  who  remove  in  a  given  time,  (hall  not  be 
charged  for  the  houfes  they  have  quitted. 

Providing  hbw  affidavits  (hall  be  made  of  abfence  or  illnefs,  if 
the  duty  be  not  paid  itl  due  time. 

Allowing  agents  and  guardians  to  make  declarations  for  infants 
in  cafes  of  appeal.  . 

Giving  ten  days  time  to  appeal  after  notice  of  afleflfment,  ten 
dayr  more  for  hearing  appeals,  and  ten  days  farther  for  payment 
after  the  determination  of  appeals. 

Regulating  the  mode  of  appointing  coUeAors  within  the  bills  of 
mortality. 

Dircdling  that  colledors  (hall  give  fecurity.  to  the  amount  of  the 
firA  inftalment,  which  are  to  be  (ix  in  the  year. 

Providing  that  the  fecurities  of  the  colledlors,  as  well  as  receipts 
for  the  payment  of  the  new  ^ffctkd  taxes,  (hall  be  on  unftamped 
paper.     Upon  this  Mt*  Ryder  wi(hed  the  receipts  to  be  (lamped. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  oppofcd  it. 

Divifion — For  undamped  paper  on  the  receipt  34 
Forftaroped         -         -         -       14 
Obliging  the  collediors  to  pay  the  money  they  receive  within  feven 
days  after  it  comes  into  their  hands. 

Giving  the  commiffioncrs  difcretionary  power  of  paying  col- 
led)ors  for  their  trouble,  but  not  to  exceed  three-pence  in  the 
pound,  and  to  the  commU&oners'  clerks  three  halfpence  in  the 
pound. 

Piovidii^  that  the  comnuflioners  (houldnot  be  allowed  pound- 
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agCy  but  fliould  be  allowed  a  reafonable  fum  for  their  trouble,  at 
the  difcretion  of  the  Cominiffioners  of  the  Treafury. 

Providing  a  mode  for  opening  an  account  with  the  Bank,  and 
the  CommiflTioners  of  the  Treafury.  Allowing  thofe  who  chufe  to 
pay  a  certain  number  of  inftallmcnts,  difcount  at  4  per  cent.  &c* 
for  prompt  payment,  &c.  &c» 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  aflccd  the  Chancellor  of  the. Exchequer 
how  he  intended  to  go  on  with  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  he  (hould  propofe  that  all  the 
claufes  which  any  other  perfon  had  to  offer  (hould  be  difcuffed  to- 
night, as  well  as  amendments  to  the  body  of  the  bill ;  Chat  then  an 
order  fliould  be  made  for  its  engroffment,  and  the  third  reading 
fliould  ftand  for  Wednefday. 

Sir  W.  PULTENEY  laid,  he  wiflied  the  bill  might  be  ren- 
dcred  as  free  from  defers  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would  allows 
and  therefore  he  thought  that  another  day  fliould  be  taken  for  the 
difcoflion  of  claufes  or  amendments  in  the  body  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  faid,  that  it  was'only  from  the  accident 
of  there  not  being  a  Houfe  ye(lerday  that  the  third  reading  was  not 
to  come  on  on  Tuefday  next.  He  allowed  that  the  bill  was  fuck 
as  required  great  difcjuflion.  But  he  maintained  that  there  never 
was  a  bill  which  had  gone  through  fo  many  ftages  as  this  had,  nor 
one  that  was  fo  deliberately  confidered :  it  had  been  committed 
twice,  and  twice  printed ;  he  propofed  printing  it  a  third  time*— a 
thing  quite  unufual;  for,  until  lately,  it  had  not  been  ufual  to  print  a 
revenue  bill  even  once.  Under  thefc  impreflions,  he  would  not  con- 
fcnt  to  any  farther  delay  in  the  meafure. 

He  then  introduced  a  claufe  to  make  thofe  who  fliould  be  guilty 
of  foiging  certificates  of  the  Bank,  to  be  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  the 
bill,  guilty  of  felony,  and  that  they  fliould  fufier  death  as  felons, 
without  benefit  of  clergy,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BURTON  brought  up  a  claufe  to  empower  certain  perfons 
who  had  contributed  by  rates  levied  upon  them  for  the  purpofe  of 
erecting  jails,  churches,  workhoufes,  and  other  public  buildings,  to 
withhold  any  farther  contributions  for  that  purpofe  for  feven  years, 
the  better  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  prefent  affeifment. 

It  was  propofed  that  this  fliould  continue  only  for  three  years^ 
and  afterwards  for  five  years. 

The  firft  divifion  was — 

For  feven  years,  6 

Againfl  it,  -  -  40 
For  five  years,  -  -  7 
For  three  years,    -     38 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE  propofed  three  claufes,  but  the  Houfe 
refufed  leave  to  bring  up  either. 

The  firft  was,  to  exempt  Jufticcs  of  the  Peace  in  the  country,  or 
to  make  them  an  abatement  from  this  duty,  if  their  incomes  were 
under  2oooi.  ^  year. 

The  office  in  favour  of  thofe  who  keep  but  one  horfe^  and  keep 
nofcrvant. 

The  third  was  in  favour  of  a  religious  kSt  of  people  called 
Moravians. 

Mr.  BURTON  propofed  a  claufe  to  enable  landlords  and 
tenants  to  lend  money  to  each  other,  and  the  one  to  take  the  fame 
lemedy  to  recover  it  as  he  has  for  the  recover)'  of  his  rent ;  the 
other  to  deduct  out  of  the  rent,  for  their  mutual  accommo- 
dation, the  better  to  enable  each  of  them  to  pay  this  duty  when 
called  ijpon. 

Diviiion  for  the  claufe,  i6;  Againft  it,   32. 

The  Houfe  then  went  through  all  the  amendments  in  the  body 
of  the  billy  which  are  numerous: 

After  ]9vhich  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ingrofled,  to  be  printed 
with  the  amendments,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Wednes- 
day next, 

IVedntJdajj  January  3. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
Houfe  to  rcfolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill  for  allowing  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  fupplemcntarj'  militia  to  cnlift  in  the  regu* 
lar  troops  ;  which  .being  done,  and  a  motion  being  made  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Dundas   that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair. 

General  FITZPATRICK  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  toop- 
pofe  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair,  nor  to  objcdl  to  the  bill,  the 
principle  of  which  he  higWy  approved.  His  objeft  in  rifing  was 
to  ftate  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  wifhcd  to  fee  the  bill  extended,  if  it 
were  poflTible,  to  the  whole  military.  By  the  provifions  which  were 
to  receive  the  fandiion  of  the  Committee,  a  Ihnitcd  time  was  fixed 
for  tlie  engagement  of  the  militia  foldier  who  (hould  enlift  in  the  re- 
gulars, while  in  all  the  regular  troops  the  engagement  of  the  foldier 
ended  only  with  life.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  of  the  fuggedion  he 
had  offered  on  the  night  of  the  Secretary  at  War's  bringing  forward 
the  army  eftimatcs — it  was  a  general  one,  and  went  to  the  whole 
body  of  His  Majeftv's  land  forces — he  wUhed  that  he  could  now 
propofc  to  have  that  fuggeftion  acceded  to  and  incorporated  with  this 
bill,  hut  apprehended  that  a  Committee  was  t\ot  a  proper  ftagc  for 
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A2t  purpofe ;  he  however  intreated  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 

confider  the  difagrceable  cffecSs  which   might  be  produced  by  the 
adoption  of  this  bill  without  adopting  his  fuggeftion  alfo.     Perhaps 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  had  confidered  that  fubjedt  fince  the 
time  on  which  it  had  been  ftarted,  and  meant  this  bill  as  a  kind  of 
experiment.      If  fo,  he  was  moft  cgregioufly  miflaken  in  the  mode  of 
proceeding,  as  the  prcfcnt  meafurc,  by  comprehending  fome,   and 
not  extending  to  all,  in  the  fame  fervice,  would  only  create  jealoufit* 
to  the  injury  of  the  fervice.     He  faid  it  appeared  to  him  that  at  the 
time  he  made  that  fuggeftion,  it  was  not  pcrfecSly  palatable  to  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  fide,  though  they  gave  no  precife  opinion  uporr 
the  fubjccl ;  and  he  wiftied  to  know  from  the  right  honourablrgen* 
deman  in  exprcfs  terms,  whether  Minifters  had  revolved  the  mat- 
tcr  in  their  minds,  and  if  fo,   whether  they  agreed  with  him  upon 
it  ?      For  his  own  part,  fince  that  time,  he  had  much  converfation' 
with  military  men,  in  order  to  get  at  their  fentiments  ;  and  he  found 
their  opinions  uniformly  to  coincide  with  his  own,  that  cnlifting 
men  for  a  limited  term  only  would  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  fervice. 
If  it  were  ufcful  before,  it  would  certainly  be  rendered  abfolutely 
neccffary  by  the  prefent  meafure,  which  would  have  a  tendency  to  * 
create  confufion,  and  excite  difcontents.     He  thought  one  of  His 
Majefty's  Minifters  would  be  much  better  qualified  than  he  was  'to 
bring  forward  the  meafure  to  which  he  had  alluded,  with  all  its  de- 
tails— But  if  they  (hould  think  proper  to  decline  it,  he  gave  notice 
to  the  Houfe  that  he  would  himfelf  bring  it  forward  after  the 
holidays. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that  whatever  opinion  he  might 
now  entertain,  or  (hould  hereafter  form,  refpefting  the  fuggeftion 
ftarted  by  the  honourable  general  on  a  former  night,  there  was 
nothing  in  it  that  could  pofiTibly  lie  as  an  objedtion  to  the  prefent 
bill,  which  only  enabled  men  in  the  fupplementary  militia  corps 
voluntarily  to  extend  the  limits  of  their  fervice,  without  extending 
its  duration — that  is  to  fay,  to  enlarge  the  fcene  of  their 
adion,  but  not  the  period  of  their  fervice — not  to  interfere  at 
all  with  their  prefent  engagements.  If  indeed  the  bill  went  fo  far 
as  to  extend  to  both,  and  mix  them  tc^ether,  the  obfervations  .of 
the  honourable  General  might  be  fuppofed  to  apply,  but  in  point 
of  fad  it  had  no  fuch  tendency.  He  faid,  it  would  be  an  unpar- 
donable want  of  candour  in  him  to  deny  that  the  fuggeftion  thrown 
out  by  the  honourable  General  had  undergone  fome  confideration, 
but  it  was  not  a  queftion  of  fo  important  or  eafy  a  nature  as  would 
allow  them  to  form  an  opinion  upon  it  at  once.  He  faid  it  was 
fliil  under  conliderationy  but  at  the  fame  time  it  was  pcrfe£lly  com- 
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petcnt  t6  the  honourable  General  to  bring  forward  the  prapolition 
in  ^is  own  way  ;  and  he  would  not  prefume  to  offer  anj  thing  to 
prevent  or  difTuade  him  from  it,  but  would  only  fay,  generally,  that 
if  prefent  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind,  or  formed  any  precife  opU 
Plan  on  the  fubjc(fV. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid  that  he  had  ycfterday  cxprcffed  hia 
^oubtSi  whether  this  fchcme  would  fuccccd  according  to  the  defign  of 
the  right  honourable  gentleman ;  but  fuppofing  it  to  fuccecd,  would 
|t  not  either  defeat  the  purpofes  of  railing  the  fupplementary  militia, 
or  elfe  (hew  that  there  was  no  occafion  for  raifmg  them  }  T^he  fup- 
plementary .militia>  he  faid,  was  raifed  for  internal  defence  ;  if  they 
were  originally  wanted,  they  were  ftill  wanted  ;  nay,  were  they  not 
wanted  now  more  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  menaces  of  tho 
cpemy  i  If  an  invafion  ihould  take  place,  would  not  fubftitutcs  for 
them  be  wanting  ? 

Mr,  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  the  Houfe  would  fee  how  imprcK 
per  it  would  be  for  him  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  particular  fcr- 
vice  in  which  thofe  men  might  on  occafion  be  engaged,  or  of  the 
p^irticular  application  of  them.  But  ten  thoufand  men  were  .not 
employed  lefs  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  when  put  under  the 
command  of  officers  belonging  to  the  regular  troops,  than  if  retained 
in  militia  corps,  and  confined  to  one  particular  fpot. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  faid,  that  if  10,000  men  belonging  to  the 
fupplementary  militia  were,  at  this  hour  of  imminent  danger,  fent 
out  of  the  kingdom,  and  their  places  were  not  fnpplied,  it  was  evi* 
dent  that,  pro  tanio  the  fupplementary  militia  ought  not  to  have  been 
raifed,  and  fuch  an  unnecelTary  cxpence  ought  not  to  have  been  laid 
Upon  the  country. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faid,  that,  after  deducing  the ,  ten 
thoufand  in  qucftion  out  of  the  60,000  enlilled  for  the  fupplemen- 
tary militia,  50,000  men  would  remain  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  original  a£l.  Of  this  application  of  thofe  men  the  Executive 
.Government  had  the  beft  right  and  bed  means  to  judge. 

General  TARLETON  obfervcd,  there  was  no  way  whatfoever 
in  which  we  could  apply  our  troops  to  ofFcnfive  operations :  the 
meafurc  was  therefore  unneceifary. 

The  ciaufes  were  then  read  one  by  one,  and  agreed  to.  By  thole 
the  duration  of  the  bijl  is  limited  to  fix  months  after  the  conclu- 
fion  of  a  general  peace  ;  and  the  number  of  men  to  paf^  over  from 
the  fu{ylementary  militia  to  the  regulars  confined  to  10,0009.  oi-  at 
the  utmoft  to  one  fifth  of  the  number  of  that  body. 

The  Chairman  reported  the  refolutions  \  the  report  was  brought 
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up  and  read,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engroflfed  and  read  a  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BRAGGE  brought  up  a  petition  from  1 60  dock  and 
watch  makers  of  the  city  of  Briftol,  complaining  of  the  mifchiefs 
fuftaincd  by  them  in  confcquence  of  the  tax  on  thofe  articles,  pr^- 
di6ling  the  entire  annihilation  of  that  branch  of  manufadurcy  and 
praying  confideration,  &c. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  for  railing  a  fum  by  an  increafe  of  aflfeiTed 
taxes. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rofe,  and  complained  of  the  hafty  and  indirect; 
manner  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  attempted  to 
bring  on  that  bufinefs,  with  a  view,  as  it  (hould  feem,  to  preclude 
him  from  an  opportunity  of  making  the  motion  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  and  which  ought  to  be  entertained  prior  to  the  prefent 
bill  pafling  into  a  law.  He  requeued  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  make  his  motion  ;  and  he  affured  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  fay  one  word  more  than  merely  to  propofe  a 
claufe,  which,  if  not  thought  right,  might  be  rcjed^ed.  All  he 
defired  was  to  have  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it,  as  a  plain,  fimple 
point,  of  which  every  one  is  competent  to  judge.  If  he  ibould  not 
be  allowed  this  to-day,  he  would  move  for  a  Committee  of  ways 
aod  means  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Chaccellor  PITT  faid,  that  he  had  as  little  underftood 
what  particular  day  the  honourable  gentleman  had  propofed  to  him* 
felf  to  bring  on  his  motion,  as  he  did  the  particular  matter  he  had 
in  view  to  mov^j.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  faid  in  general 
terms,  that  fome  time  before  the  holidays  he  y^ould  make  a  motion 
touching  a  particular  fource  of  finance,  but  had  neither  particularized 
the  day  nor  fpccified  the  terms  of  his  intended  proportion.     The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  mud  iinqucAionably  have  a  itrong  confidence  in 
tfie  propriety  of  his  motion,  when  he  thought  it  fo  little  doubtful  and 
fo  very  unequivocal  that  it  would  require  no  aid  from  his  eloquence. 
He  fancied,  however,  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  altoge- 
ther a  right  to  prefume  that  every  one  in  that  Houfe  would  fee  it  fo 
plainly  in  one  extreme  or  other  as  to  d^^ermine  all  at  once  on  one 
reading  for  or  againft  it.     At  all  events  it  was  worth  the  honourable 
gentleman's  while  to  recoiled  that  in  the  prefent  Oatc  of  the  bill, 
and  under  the  urgent  circumftances  of  time,  no  propolition  could  by 
poflibility  be  fo  managed  as  to  be  ingrafted  upon  it.     The  honour- 
able gentleman  mud  know  that  to  indulge  him  at  prefent  could  an- 
fwcr  no  purpofe  but  that  of  creating  delay— he  might  therefore  as 
well  poftpone  it  to  a  fabfequent  day.     In  the  mean  time  it  might 
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not  be  amifs  to  give  the  Houfe  a,  hint  of  the  nature  of  his  intended 
motion — for  his  ov\'n  part,  he  declared  he  did  not  know  what  it  was 
intended  to  be. 

Kfr.  TIERNEY  then  rofe,  and  gav«  notice,  that  on  Friday  he 
would  move  for  a  Committee  of  ways  and  mea;is,  to  confider  of  a 
repeal  of  thofe  laws  which  exempt  the  royal  family  from  the  pay- 
ment of  affeffed  and  other  taxes. 

The  queftion  was  then  put  by  the  Speaker,  that  this  bill  be  now 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  got  up,  and  in  .ftrong  terms  reprobated  the 
bill,  as  being  not  only  unwifc,  impolitic,  and  ruinous  in  its  princi- 
ple, but  cruel,  unequal,  oppreflive  and  unjuft  in  its  particular  provi- 
fions  and  diftributions,  and  illufory  and  deceptive  in  its  pretended 
mitigations.  He  entered  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  claufes,  conv- 
menting  on  them  with  much  ability  ;  pointing  out  the  obje£liona- 
ble  parts  of  the  modifications  ;  oppofing  the  inequality  of  the  fcale 
laid  down  by  the  bill ;  and  infifting  that  it  lay  with  infupportablc 
weight  upon  the  poor,  while  it  affeclcd  to  exclude  them  from  contri- 
bution. "  Thus,**  faid  he,  "  the  Houfe  muft  fee  that  in  this 
horrid  Roberfpierian  requifition,  no  diftindtion  is  made  between  the 
poor  and  the  rich,  between  the  wretch  who  drudges  for  his  daily 
fubfiftence,  and  the  gentleman  who  keeps  twenty  powdered  lacqueys. 
In  (hort  it  is  a  tax  ^pon* poverty.  Mr.  Thompfon  then  adverted 
to  the  evils  which  would  arifc  to  gentlemen  of  very  contradted  cir- 
camftanccs,  whvom  age  or  infirmity  obliged  to  retain  certain  efta- 
blifhments  that  fwallowcd  up  the  whole  of  their  prcfcnt  income  ;  and 
he  inftanced  the  particular  cafe  of  one  who,  by  a  paralytic  ftroke, 
was  rendered  utterly  hclplefs,  alrhuft  motionlcfs,  and  reduced  to  the 
neceflity  of  keeping  a  fcrvant.  In  the  cafe  of  this  gentleman  it  fo 
happened  that,  while  his  expences  were  now  up  to  the  laft  (hilling 
of  his  means,  this  bill  would  add  full  ten  pounds  a  year  to  his  ex- 
pences. After  pointing  out  fcveral  other  fevcritics  that  would  at- 
tend the  bill,  he  declared  that,  after  all,  the  part  which  he  thought 
•  word:,  was  the  concluding  claufe ;  by  which  it  was  enadled,  that  the 
bill  might  be  altered  during  the  prefent  fcflion  of  Parliament ;  for 
when  he  confidercd  the  temper  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  difpofirion  of  the  Houfe  to  agree  to  any  thing  he  might  pro- 
pofe,  he  could  not  think  that  that  claufe  was  intended  to  leave  roorn 
to  alter  the  bill  for  the  better — it  was  therefore  brought  in  only  with 
a  view  to  making  it  worfc,  if  indeed  that  could  be  made  worfc 
which  was  already  a  compound  of  opprefllon,  trick,  and  delufion* 
He  fuppofcd  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  blind  to  the  rui- 
nci.s  tendency  of  the  meafurc,  and  thought  it  probable  fte  would  jrc- 
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main  fo  ;  for  he  could  hardly  think  the  right  honourahle  gentleman 
would  venture  to  walk  along  the  Erects ,  and  count  the  defolation  he 
occafioned  by  the  number  of  houfes  that  would  be  emptied  by  it.  To 
fum  up  all,  it  would  put  ^n  end  to  private  bounty,  deih-oy  the  mo- 
rals and  intellefls  of  the  riting  generation,  by  abridging  their  parents 
.of  the  means  to  educate  them  ;  and  totally  annihilate  the  education 
of  the  poor. 

Mr.  TYRWHIT  faid,  that  it  was  with  infinite  difficulty  and 
regret  he  rofe  tooppofe  a  meafure  which  he  could  not  help  thinking 
was  clofely  interwoven  with  the  fafcty,  nay  the .  exiftencc  of  the 
country — but  he  had  been  fo  generally  and  uniformly  prefled  from 
all  quarters,  quarters  not  tainted  in  the  fmalleft  degree  with  the  fpirit 
of  party,  to  oppofe  the  bill,  that  he  felt  himfelf  bound  to  give  it  his 
negative.  And  for  his  own  part  he  apprehended  that  it  would  be 
found  in  its  operation  very  different  from  the  expedation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — Inftead  of  one  tenth,  the  tax  would 
amount  to  onc-fixth  of  the  property  of  the  rich,  and  that  could  not 
fail  to  leflfen  confumption,  to  fall  ultimately  upon  the  poor^  and  in 
that  way  to  alienate  their  a(Fe£lions. 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  he  had  not  as  yet  heard  an  anfwcr 
to  any  one  of  the  objc6^ions  which  had  been  made  to  this  tax,  when 
firft  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  firA  objedion  made  to  thii  tax  was,  that  it  was  unequal,  and 
therefore  unjuR.  If  a  tax  is  to  be  impofed  on  income,  it  muft  be 
on  the  idea  that  irtcome  is  the  evidence  of  property.  Let  two  men 
draw  each  i  cool,  a  year,  one  from  the  long  annuities,  the  other  from 
the  Ihort  annuities,  their  incomes  would  be  the  fame :  and  they 
would  therefare  pay  the  fame  tax,  viz.  lool.  Yet  they  had  mani* 
feftly  different  portions  of  property  ;  the  annuity  of  one  being  worth 
I  2  years  purchafe,  while  the  annuity  of  the  other  was  only  worth 
fix  years  purchafe.  But  equal  burdens  on  unequal  portions  of  pro- 
perty was  unjuft.  There  was  the  fame  injuAice  if  the  income  was 
drawn  from  land,  and  one  received  his  income  from  lands  of  which 
he  was  proprietor  in  fee- fi mplc,  and  the  other  from  land  of  which 
he  was  tenant  for  life.  It  was  in  like  manner  unjuft  if  one  drew 
his  in«:ome  wholly  from  property,  the  other  partly  from  property 
partly  from  fkill  and  induftry. 

The  next  obje6^ion  which  had  been  taken  was,  that  by  compet- 
ing the  higher  orders  of  the  middle  chfs  to  deconomize,  it  would 
dcftroy  the  employment  of  the  artizan,  and  diminifh  the  revenue, 
by  rendering  the  taxes  on  confumption  lefs  produ6)ive.  To  this 
fomc  anfwcr  had  been  attempted ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer faid|  ]}£  had  relieved  the  lower  orders  by  diminifhing  the  tax 
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on  thein*  As  far  as  the  relief  granted  to  the  lower  orders  would 
occafion  lefs  money  to  be  raifed,  he  acknowledged  the  modification 
Id  be  beneficial ;  it  was  pro  ianto  an  abandonment  of  the  bill.  But 
as  far  as  an  additional  burden  was  laid  on  the  higher  orders  of  the 
middle  clafs,  he  thought  the  modification  was  not  beneficial.  For 
the  mifchief  was,  that  the  dired  preffure  on  the  higher  orders  of  the 
middle  clafs  would  occafion  an  indireft  preffure  on  the  lower  orders, 
viz.  that  it  would  dcftroy  their  employment.  He  denied  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpared  the  lower  orders.  He  de- 
ftroyed  the  life  of  the  poor  man,  if  he  took  away  the  employment  by 
which  he  lived.  But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  faid, 
that  the  money  would  not  be  hoarded  in  the  Exchequer,  that  it 
would  be  expended,  and  afford  employment.  It  was  true,  it  would 
be  expended,  and  afford  employment ;  but  to  whom  r  to  foldiers  and 
failors  ?  Was  there  no  inhumanity  in  faying  to  the  arttfan,  *  you 
have  hitherto  been  entitled,  from  the  ufages  and  cuftoms  of  fociety, 
to  expedl  employment,  but  you  cannot  now  have  it ;  the  money 
which  ufed  to  feed  you  muft  now  feed  others  ;  you  muft  feck  other 
employments,  and  emigrate,  or  go  to  the  parifh.'  Was  not  this 
language  fomewhat  inhuman  r  But  the  revenue  would  not  fufier  ; 
yes,  it  would  fuffer ;  the  fame  money  fpent  by  foldiers  and  failors 
would  not  yield  the  fame  revenue  from  the  confumption  of  taxable 
commodities  by  foldiers  and  failors,  as  it  would  if  fpent  by  artifans. 
The  next  objedlion  which  had  been  taken  was,  that  if  income  was 
to  be  made  the  ftandard  of  taxation,  you  mud  confent  to  the  means 
neceffary  for  inveftigating  income.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  reforted  to  the  affcffcd  taxes  as  the  criterion  of  income  ; 
but  he  had  acknowledged  that  this  was  an  incorrcdl  criterion  ;  he 
had  therefore  affifted  this  criterion  by  the  declaration  of  the  party 
on  oath,  where  the  amount  of  his  affcffed  taxes  exceeded  one  tenth 
of  his  income.  The  firft  obje«5lion  to  this  was,  that  though  it 
might  relieve  the  man  of  the  middle  clafs,  if  affcffed  beyond  one 
tench,  yet  it  would  not  compel  the  great  land  proprietor,  if  taxed 
lefs  than  one  tenth,  to  pay  more.  But  if  this  declaration  on  oath 
was  to  be  reforted  to,  mark  the  confequences :  If  a  man  fwore  falfe- 
ly,  was  he  punifhable  or  not  punifhable  ?  Take  it  either  way,  he 
was  punifhable  ;  but  puniftiment  muft  be  preceded  by  conviction  ; 
conviflion  by  trial  ;  trial  muft  involve  inquiry  and  inveftigation. 
Were  they  prepared  to  fubjefl  every  man  to  fuch  an  inveftigation 
into  his  moft  fecret  concerns,  which  muft  be  the  cafe  if  he  was  in- 
dicted for  having  given  a  falfc  account  of  his  property  ?.  He  thought 
it  not  ccnfiftent  either  with  the  principles  of  a  commercial  nation, 
or  vilh  riv  fc  of  civil  liberty,  or  even  with  domeftic  happtnefs.      By 
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whom  might  th«  profccution  be  preferred  ?  by  any  tnan^  or  only  by 
the  Attorney  General  ?  If  any  man  might  inftitute  the  profecution, 
every  man  who  ventured  to  take  this  oath  was  at  the  mercy  of  his 
enemy ;  for  if  ihdidted  for  perjury,  though  acquitted,  his  charader 
would  be  ftained.     Was  the  Attorney  General  alone  to  profecute  } 
Whom  would  he  find  to  hold  the  office   of  Attorney  General  ?  If 
they  held  that  the  man  who  fwore  falfely  was  not  punifhable,  to 
what  a  lituation  was  the  country  reduced,  when  they  acknowledged 
that  the  only  means  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  could  bo 
colle<3ed,  was  the  oath  of  the  .party  ;  but  that  if  he  fwore  falfely 
be  could  not  be  puni(hed  !   But  it  had  been  faid  this  meafure  would 
intimidate  pur  enemies  :  What  was  there  in  this  meafure  which 
could  intimidate  our  enemies  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Aficed,  that  the  funding  fyftem  had  been  carried    to  its  utmoft  ex* 
tent  \  that  taxes  on  confumption  or  property  were  no  longer  expe» 
dient ;  that  recourfe  mud  be  had  to  a  new  mode  of  taxation,  viz. 
by  making  income  the  ftandard  of  taxation.     That  it  was  true  he 
had  not  yet  difcovered  any  corre(El  criterion  for  inveftigating  income  ; 
that  he  admitted  that  the  criterion  propofed,  viz.  the  aflefled  taxes, 
was  in  many  cafes  unequal,  and  therefore  unjuft  ;  that  it  would  de-' 
ftroy  the  employment  of  the  artizans  ;  that  it  would  diminfh  the 
prefent  revenue  arifing  from  taxes  on  confumption,   and  muft  be  af- 
fiAed  by  the  eftablifhment  of  an  inquilitorial  tribunal,   inconfiftent 
with  civil  liberty  and  private  happinefs.     Was  this  the  picture 
which  would  terrify  our  enemies  ?  But  fupply  was  neceflary  :  be  it 
fo  ;  but  not  by  thcfe  means.     But  was  the  fupply  neceflfary  ?  He 
had   doubts    on  that  quedion.     Was  the  coniinuance  of  the  war 
nccj^ary  ?   He  doubted  it. — He  could   nof  fay  the  continuaiKe  of 
the  war  was  ncceiTary,  except  he  could  fee  that  iincere  endeavours 
had  been  in  vain  employed  to  obtain  peace.     He  did  not  think  that 
fincere  endeavours  had  b^n  employed  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to 
obtain  peace.     He  remarked  on  one  circumftance  in  the  papers  laid 
on  the  table,  viz.  That  after  the  French  Diredlory  had  intimated 
that  the  choice  of  Lord  Malmefbury  was  not  acceptable  to  them, 
yet  our  Minifters  had  perfevcred  in  that  choice.     He  was  aflured  by 
tbofe  who  were  converfant  in  diplomatic  fubjedls  that  this  was  a  con- 
duct unexampled  in  diplomatic  hlftory.     But  other  circumftanccs 
led  him  to  doubt  the  (incerity  of  his  Majedy's  Minideis  in  the  late 
n^gpciation  :  fome  of  them  never  could  have  been  (incere,  except 
they  have  abandoned  thofe  principles  which  firft  induced  them   to 
involve  us  in  the  prefent  war.      He  did  not  believe  they  had  aban- 
doned thofe  principles.     He   recolledled  the   language  of  the  Se- 
cretary at  War  on  a  former  night,  viz.  '<  That  if  peace  brought 
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reform,  that  reform  he  (hould  confidcr  as  revolution.*'  As  a  loyA 
fubjedt,  he  could  not  wi(h  a  revolution  ;  and  if  he  thought  reform 
fynonimous  with  revolution,  he  could  not  wi(h  for  that  peace  which' 
he  and  all  men  faw  would  nccclfarily  produce  reform.  Some  of 
thofe  who  are  now  in  his  Majefty's  cabinet  had  involved  this  coun- 
try in  war,  not  from  a  dread  of  the  power  of  France,  but  from  a 
dread  of  the  Commons  of  England.  They  feared  that  the  com- 
mons of  England  might  be  influenced  by  the  example  of  France 
to  claim  their  rights,  viz.  that  every  man  in  that  Houfe  fhould  fit 
by  the  elcftion  of  a  body  of  the  commonalty  ;  that  no  Peer  fhould 
interfere  in  the  ele6lion  of  a  member  of  that  Houfe  ;  and  that  that 
Houfe  (bould  become  what  the  law  had  directed  it  to  be,  viz.  the 
virtual  reprefentation  of  all  the  Commons  of  England.  This  the 
Peers,  proprietors  of  boroughs,  dreaded ;  and  there  were  fomc 
among  his  Maje(ly*s  Miniflers  who  were  influenced  by  this  fear. — 
[Here  Mr.  Nicholls  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker.  J — When  he 
rofe  again,  he  faid  he  bowed  with  deference  to  that  high  authority, 
and  would  relinquifh  that  line  of  argument  which  he  had  been  en- 
deavouring to  follow  ;  but  he  rcquefted  pcrmiflTion  to  obferve,  that 
in  conflderinga  tax  bill  itvhad  been  ufual  to  allow  great  latitude  of 
dtfcufllion.  Their  conflitucnts  could  not  themfelves  apply  diredlly 
by  petition  to  the  Houfe.  Their  intereft  could  only  be  proteSed  by 
the  exertions  of  their  Rcprcfentatives.  He  fubmitted  to  the  au- 
diority  of  the  Speaker,  requeuing  at  the  fame  time  to  ftate  the  line 
of  argument  he  had  endeavoured  to  purfue  : — he  oppofed  the  tax 
becaufe  not  nccelTary  ;  he  thought  the  tax  not  neccflary  becaufe  he 
thought  the  continuance  of  the  war  not  ncccflary  ;  he  thought  the 
continuance  of  the  war  not  ncceflary,  becaufe  finccre  endeavours 
had  never  yet  been  in  vain  employed  to  obtain  peace. — **  Why 
do  I  fay  that  (incere  endeavours  have  never  yet  been  in  vain  em- 
ployed to  obtain  peace  ? — Becaufe  fome  among  his  Majcfty*s  Mi- 
niflers  never  can  have  employed  fincere  endeavours  to  obtain  peace, 
except  they  have  relinquiflied  thofe  principles  on  which  they  in- 
volved us  in  the  war  ;  and,  if  we  might  argvic  from  the  language  of 
the  Secretary  at  War  on  a  former  night,  when  this  bill  was  under  con- 
fideration,  they  have  not  abandoned  thcfc  principles."  But,  in  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  authority  of  the  Speaker,  he  faid,  he  would  defilt  from  that 
line  of  argument.  He  faid,  there  was  another  ground  on  which,  as 
a  Member  of  that  Houfe,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  hcfitate  before  he 
aflTented  to  the  propofed  tax  ;  viz.  a  doubt  whether,  even  fuppofing 
the  continuance  of  the  war  was  neceffary,  and  that  we  now  mufl  con- 
tend/r^^m  W  focisf  whether,  even  in  this  cafe,  it  was  expedient  to 
truft  the  mon^  in  the  hands  of  the  prefeat  Minifters,  and  whether 
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it  was  nor  our  duty  to  fufpend  the  vote  of  the  tax,  aod  to  vote  an  ad* 
ditfs  to  his  Majefly  to  remove  his  Minifters.     He  faid,  every  event 
of  theprefent  war  had  convinced  him,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  a  man  of  no  talents.     He  had  no  wifh  to  do  tnjuf- 
tice  to  the  reputation  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     He  ac- 
knowledged his  talents  as  a  debater  in  that  Houfc,  that  he  poflefled 
iarcafm,  fneer,  irony,  wit ;  above  all,  he  poflefled  the  happy  talent  of 
multiplying  and  bringing  his  words  in  fuch  a  manner,  that   it  was 
hardly  poflible  to  affix  a  precife  meaning  to  his  language ;  that  to  this 
he  joined  the  moft  fuccefsful  knack  of  mifreprefenting  the  arguments 
of  his  adyerfaries  ; — in  one  word,  he  acknowledged  that  he  was 
maximus  as  a  political  gladiator  in  that  Arenuy  while  he  was  minimus 
as  a  ftatefman.     That  if  all  which  was  required  from  a  Minifter^ 
was  the  faculty  of  amufing  that  Houfe  by  his  fpeechcs,  he  acknow- 
ledged his  talents ;  but  he  recollcdled  the  exprcfllon  of  a  great 
Athenian  ftatefman,  Themiftocles  ;  hefaid,  '*  he  could  not  play  on 
a  fiddle,  but  he  could  make  a  little  city  a  great  ftate  :"— The  lan- 
guage of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  muft  be  the  reverfc  of 
this  \  he  could  flay  on  his  fiddle,  and  amufe  this  Houfe,  but  he  had 
reduced  a  great  empiie  to  be  a  little   date.     *'  You  judge  of  a 
painter,  of  a  ftatuary,  of  an  architefl,  by   their  works.     He  had 
read  of  an  archited  who  had  been  buried   in   a  church,  which  he 
had  himfelf  ereded,   v  ith  this  epitaph,  '*  Si  quaris  monumenium^ 
circumjpice^     Would  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wifh  his 
chara^er  as  a  ftatefman  to  be  decided  by  this  tcfl  \  It  had  been 
faid,  by  an  honourable  Alderman  on  a  former  night,  that  though 
the  bill  was  odious,  yet  thofe   he  converfed  with  feared  nothing  fo 
much  as  rhe  removal  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     It  was 
very  poflible  that  this  was  true  ;  thofe  who  profited   by  the  wafle- 
ful  expenditure  of  the  public  treafure,  could   never  find  a   Minifler 
more  fuited  to  their  wifhes.     But  could  any  man  fay  that  he  con- 
fided in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,   from  a  review   of  his 
condu£t  \  Was  he  a  war-minifler  ?  Was  he  a  fkilful  finance-mi- 
nifter  ?  Was   he  an   able  negociator  ?  His  friends  acknowledged 
that  he   was  no  great   war-minifler ;  and  how  could  they  avoid 
making  this   acknowledgment?  Beginning  « the  war  with  all   the 
powers  of  Europe  on  his  tide,  he  had  fo  conducted  it  that  every  ally 
had  either  abandoned  him,  or  been  fubdued,  while  France  had  been 
exalted  to  a  power  almoA  beyond  the  dreams  of  ambition.     View 
him  as  a  finance-minlfler :— -The  funding  fyftem  cxhauited  ;  a  pa- 
per currency  introduced ;  taxes  on  confumption  no  longer  praSica- 
b;c ;  while  recourie  is  had  to  a  requifition  on  income.     What  is 
h.  as  ^  negociator  \  He  tells  you  himfelf  that  he  has  three  times 
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attempted  to  make  peacer,  always  fincerely,  but  always  unfuccefe- 
fplly.  View  him  as  a  ftatefman  in  the  late  negociation,  I  mean  at 
its  clofe,  after  his  paltry  intrigue  to  overturn  the  French  government 
had  failed.  He  kfiew  that  A^^ria  would  make  a  fepar^^te  peace  ; 
he  knew  that  in  confequence  of  that  peace  France  would  eftabli(h 
her  afcendant  in  Italy,  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  in  Sp^in,  in 
Portugal,  in  Holland,  and  in  Germany.  He  knew  that  he  had  ex- 
hauftcd  the  funding  fydem  ;  that  he  could  no  longer  lay  his  taxes  on 
confumption  ;  that  he  muft  have  recourfe  to  this  new  mode  of  a 
cequifition  on  income  ;  yet,  knowing  all  this,  this  great  ftatefman 
thought  it  advifeable  to  continue  the  war  for  thofe  paltry  objeds, 
Trinidad,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Trincomale. 

Mr.    DICKINSON,  junr.  faid,  he  had  in  his  mind  many  ar- 
guments againft  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  againft  it,   but  doubted 
whether  his  delivery  would  bear  him  out— he  did  nut  however  pre- 
fume  to  hope  that  any  thing  he  was  capable  to  offer,  would  convert 
the  fentiments  of  thofe  gentlemen,  if  any,  who  had  made  up  their 
flnii>ds  upon  the  bufinefs.     He  confefied,  that  at  firft  he  difltked  the 
ineafure,  but  upon  inveftigating,  and    maturely  confidering  the  fub- 
^6\t  he  thought  it  was  the  only  nieafur^  that   coui4  maintain  the 
dignity  or  enfure  the  fafety  and  fecurity  ef  the  realm.     It  had  been 
c^led  unjud  and  unprecedented.     If  indeed  it  were  unjuft,  no  pre- 
cedent could  fanSion  it ;  but  until  it  ^as  proved  to  be  unjud,  (and 
he  believed  that  would  be  difficult)   he  muf^,  in  conformity  to  his 
duty,  fupport  it,  not  only  on  principle  but  on  precedent.     He  was 
l^ware  that  it  might  feem  prcfumptuous   in  him  to  inilru6t  one  fo 
learned  and  fo  ingenious  as  the  honourable  gentleman  who  had  jud 
iatdown.     In  hidory,  he  would  neverthelefs  remiiid  him,  that  im* 
mediately  previous  and  fubfequent  to  the  revolutiorf,  up  to  the  e(]ka- 
bliihment  of  the  iinking  fund,  large  fums  were  raifed,  precifely  on 
this  principle  ;  and  the  honourable  gentleman  would  recollefl  that 
when  the  fpirit  of  the  revolution  was  moft  ardent  in  the  minds  of 
fhe  people,  the  land  tax,  taking  five  per  cent,  was  paffed,  Und  com- 
miffioners  were  adlually  appointed  to  receive  ftatements*  upon  oath  of 
the  property  of  the  fubje^.     At  prefent  the  qu^flion  was^,  whether 
the  Houfe  would  agree  to  accept  any  peace  France  chofc  to  diiSate. 
He  was  furprifed  the  honourable  gentleitHin  (Mr.  NichoUs)  had 
omitted  to  make  Ibme  remark  upon  vvbat  had  been  faid  a  few  nights 
before  by  an  honourable  Member^  (Mr.  D.  P.  Coke,)  vru   that 
^  fundamental  and  radical  reform  meant  nothing  mere  than  fun* 
damental  and  radical  ruin.*'     As  to  a  new  land  tax,  piopofcd   by 
the  honourable  gemleman,  he  conceived  it  would  be  a  rooft  unjuft 
and  tmgenerous  fyftem  of  taxation  ki  a.oountry  like  thb^  ?riiere  fo 
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laige  a  proportion  of  the  property  and  means  of  the  people  was 
commercial.  It  was  the  fafhion  for  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  to 
renounce  all  attachment  to,  or  influence  by,  party,  as  if  it  were 
crimflnal.  If  it  were  crimifial,  he  acknowledged  that  he  muft 
fubmit  to  the  ftigma  ;  he  had  his  party  afFcditon's,  but  in  a  daffe  df 
fuch  importance  and  magnitude  to  all  paniei  as  the  prcfent,  he 
fbotrld  deteft  hrmfelf  if  he  was  influenced  by  any  thing  but  fterKrtg 
principle  ^M  troth. 

Mr.  SIMEON  fard  he  was  as  averfc  as  any  man  could  be  to* 
oppofc  a  mcafure  that  fecmed  to  involve  the  fafety  of-  the  country  •; 
but  having  fairly  compared  the  poffiMc  benefits  with  the  probable 
evils,  he  had  come  to  a  determination  frt  his  mind  ag»nft  it.  He 
thought  the  war  was  jtift  and  ncccflary,  and  that  ev<;ry  thing  we 
held  dear  was  at  ftake,  but  that  could  hot  induct  him  to  vote  f(k 
a  tax  which  'wouW  be,  he  was  pc^fuadcd,  at  once  opprcflive  and 
incflfcdfive.  He  was  aware  of  the  cenfiirc  and  contempt  that  at- 
ta(^hed  to  Any  man,  not  being  a  Minifter,  propdfing  any  fpccics  of 
taxation  ;  but  that  {hould  not  deter  hfinri  from  doing  his  duty,  an4 
oflfering  to  the  country  a  plan  which  he  had  for  fome  time  had  in 
cdntcmplatirtn.  He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  the  fubftance  of  his 
plan,  whidh,  as  weH  as  we  wcte  able'  to  colledl  it,  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing cflfeft ! 

To  charge  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,  upon  all  devifeable  property 
above  a  certain  amount. 

To  chaige  a  duty  on  all  retail  tradcfmen  and  dealers ;  and  t<i 
make  the  rent  of  the  houfe  the  criterion  of  property  or  income, 
and  not  to  take  away  above  one  fifteenth  of  the  income,  after  de- 
ducing the  charges  of  trade.  ^ 

To  charge  the  transfer  of  flock  with  a  duty  of  hialf  a  crowrt 
in  the  pound. 

He  then  obferved,  that  the  produce  of  it  would  be  nearly  dou- 
ble that  which  would  be  raifcd  by  the  prefent  meafure.  He  did 
not  think  it  would  fall  (hort  of  eight  millions  and  an  half,  per- 
haps it  might  produce  ten  millions.  It  would  produce  not  half 
the  opprcflion  of  the  plan  now  before  the  Houfe.  He  approved 
of  the  idea  of  our  railing  a  large  fum  of  money  within  the  year> 
but  he  objected  to  the  mode  now  before  the  Houfe.  Indeed  It 
was  efl'ential  toour  exiftence  as  a  nation.  For,  our  enemy  having 
manifefted  a  hatred  to  our  Conftitution,  it  muft  be  defended  by 
extraordinary  exertion,  othcrwifc  we  (hould  become  a  province  to 
France.  We  had  waded  before  now  through  much  blood  and 
trcafure— for  what?  For  the  eftablifhment  of  a  Republic,  of 
Which,  however,  we  fbon  became  tired,  and  bailed  the  return  of 
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Monarchj  with  jo^.  That  Rqublic  died  a  natural  death.  We 
afterwards,  however,  fent  for  a  foreigner,  and  made  him  our 
MoRarch.  We  had  now  a  Monarchy  and  a  Monarch  that  we  ire* 
vcrcdy  and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  honed  or  unprejudiced 
man  in  this  country,  who  would  heiitate  to  deliver  up,  if  necef- 
faiy,  his  laft  (hilling  for  the  defence  of  our  prefent  eftablifliment* 
As  to  the  fincerity  of  our  prefent  Minifters  in  their  negotiatioR 
for  peace,  he  owned  it  excited  his  wonder  that  any  body  (hould 
doubt  it.  He  did  not  think  that  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
had  charged  them  fo  much  with  infiiKerity,  in  his  heart,  believed 
the  truth  of  the  charge.  The  truth  of  die  matter  was,  that  Mi* 
niAers  could  not  help  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation.  The  Frendi 
called  for  a  carte  blanche  from  us — would  ftate  no  terms  of  their 
own.  Their  aim  was  at  the  dedruAion  of  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country,  and  it  muft  be  our  bufinefs  to  countera£k  their  c£R)rts. 
However  he  thought  the  meafure  before  the  Houfe  was  not  calcu* 
lated  for  that  purpofe,  it  rather  tended,  to  encourage  than  deter  the 
enemy,  and  therefore  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  (aid  he  had  perufed  this  plan  with  attention, 
and  he  thought  it  the  beft  that  had  been  hidierto  devifed,  and 
flierefbre  he  (hould  fupport  it.  He  thought  that  the  plan  of  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  would  be  pro- 
duAive  of  much  inconvenience  and  fome  injuftice,  although  the 
Houfe  were  obliged  to  him,  as  they  would  be  to  any  member  ion 
fubmitting  his  ideas  in  the  fame  manner.  He  thought  the  bill 
now  before  the  Houfe  would  produce  much  good ;  it  had  a  imSt 
tendency  to  preferve  the  credit  of  the  funds.  The  burden  was 
certainly  great,  but  in  our  prefent  iituation,  flrong  meafures  were 
neoeflaiy.  The  enemy  had  avowed  an  hoftility  againft  the  exif- 
tence  of  our  Conditution  ;  and  we  had  no  alternative ;  we  muft 
dther  exert  ourfelves  or  perifh.  The  enemy  had  chofcn  the  road : 
that  road  was  war.  War  was  now  our  only  road  to  peace.  Our 
Government  had  twice  tried  to  obtain  peace  by  negotiation.  Should 
we  now  by  tame  and  abjeA  fubmiftion  fue  for  peace  ?  Should  we 
allow  them  t%  enflave  us  under  the  pretence  of  giving  us  liberty  ) 
He  trufted  that  we  (hould  (hew  our  enemy  what  Engliftimen  can 
do;  They  talked  of  a  '<  Loan  of  England,'*  and  an  '*  Army 
of  England."  True  it  was  that  they  might  have  an  army  of  En- 
gland on  the  coaft  of  France,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  we  (hould 
lind  an  army  of  France  on  the  coaft  of  England.  Suppoiing  that 
we  (hould,  he  trufted  there  was  not  an  arm  in  this  ifland  capable 
of  wielding  a  fword  that  would  not  be  proud  to  do  it  againft  fuch 
a  foe.     He  was  not  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  His  Majefiy's  Mi** 
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lufiers^  but  he  could  not  help  obferving  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  evinced  his  patrtotifm  by  bringing  forward  the  prefent 
meafure.  It  was  much  againd  his  perfonal  convenience^  and  by 
it  he  riflced,  at  leaft,  his  exiftence  as  a  Minifter.  This  bill  created 
for  htm  no  friends,  but  gave  his  enemies  ipany  opportunities  of 
employing  their  devices  againft  him.  He  was  a  friend,  however, 
to  the  pnnciple  of  the  bill|  and  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
happy  for  this  country,  had  this  fyftem  been  adopted  long  ago ;  for 
then  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for  the^ambition  or  folly  of  any 
Minifter  to  have  carried  on  any  war  fo  long  as  many  wars  had  been 
carried  on ;  for  by  recurring  to  the  funding  fyftem  perpetually,  a 
£aal  facility  was  created  for  carrying  on  wars. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  that  had  there  been  no  other  plan  offered 
for  raifing  a  laige  fum  of  money  within  the  year,  he  fliould  have 
thought  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  a  very 
large  fum  of  money  mud  be  raifed  for  the  public  fervice  ;  but  as 
he  thought  the  bill  liable  to  much  objedion,  and  as  another  plan^ 
and  perhaps  a  better,  had  been  propofed  by  an  honourable  and  well- 
meaning  gentleman,  he  thought  himfelf  entitled  to  fay  he  Ihould 
oppofe  the  prefent  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  introducing  another.  - 

Mr.  H.  ADDINGTON  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  detain  the 
Houfe  by  examining  the  calculations  of  one  learned  gentleman  who 
had  fpoke,  or  fidlow  the  example  of  another,  in  endeavouring  to 
afcertain  the  merits  of  any  Member  of  that  Houfe,  either  as  a 
ftatcfman  or  as  a  gladiator ;  he  rofe  merely  to  make  fome  general 
obfervations  on  the  bill,  in  doing  which,  he  (hould  claim  the  at- 
tentbn  of  the  Houfe  but  for  a  few  minutes. 

Before  he  had  heard  that  any  fuch  meafure  as  that  now  under  dif- 
cuflion  was  in  contemplation,  it  had  occurred  to  him,  as  no  doubt 
it  had  to  many  other  gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  extremely  defira- 
ble,  if  pradicable,  for  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fome  plan,  by  which 
a  part  of  the  fupplies  might  be  raifed  within  the  year.  It  fecmed 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  give  breathing  time  to  public  credit ; 
to  avoid  making  a  very  heavy  addition  to  the  tutional  debt  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  funds  ;  to  avoid  laying  permanent  taxes  to  fo 
large  an  amount  to  pay  the  intereft  of  that  additional  debt,  fome 
of  which  muft  necefiarily  aiFed  the  lower  dafles  of  people,  and  to  ^ 
convince  the  enemy  that  we  were  in  pofTeflion  of  refources,  on 
which,  perhaps,  they  had  not  calculated.  He  would  not  go  fo  far 
as  to  fay,  that  this  bill,  now  under  difcuflion,  after  all  its  modi- 
fications, was  entirely  free  from  objedions,  which  mud  neccfTa- 
rily  attach  on  any  plan  for  raifing  fo  confiderable  a  fum  within 
ihe  year.     Butj  fimsficd  as  be  was  of  the  ncceflfity  of  fome  fuch 
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ihould  never  hear  any  fuch  infinuation,  bccaufe  he  thought  he  had 
no  right  to  exprefs  any  fuch  fufpicion.  He  thought  they  would  do 
wifely  td  diffuade  their  friends  from  throwing  out  fuch  charges  at 
random»  which  thofe  who  threw  out,  did  not  themfelves  believe. 

He  would  not  prefume  to  remind  the  Houfe,  that  on  the  conti- 
nuance of  that  firmncfs  which  he  thought  had  been  fo  confpicuous 
during  the  whole  of  this  arduous  conteft,  never  more  fo  than  at 
the  clofe  of  the  lad  feffion,  rifing  in  proportion  to  the  difficul- 
ties that  direatened  the  falvation  of  the  countrvi  altogether  depen- 
ded. Gentlemen  need  not  be  told  that  the  pulfe  of  the  peopio 
would  beat  according  to  the  language  held,  and  to  the  meafures 
purfued  by  their  reprefentatives  within  thefe  walls — by  thofe  who 
had  been  called,  with  what  decency  he  would  leave  it  to  the  country 
^  to  determine,  the  fwinijb  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain.  Perhaps  they  might  be  thought  lefs  undefcrving  of  that 
epithet,  if  they  had  been  found  at  a  moft  important  crifis  (brink- 
ing  from  their  duty  ; — if  they  ever  had,  or  ever  (hould,  in  mo- 
ments of  emetgency  and  danger,  hefitate  to  adopt  meafures,  pro- 
portioned to  the  magnitude  of  the  evils  with  which  they  were 
threatened ;  if  at  one  particular  period,  they  had  been  bafcly  and 
wickedly  paflive  in  fufl^ing  the  facred  perfon  of  a  beloved  mo- 
narch to  be  expofed  to  the  repetition  of  infults,  which  they  had  it 
in  their  power  to  prevent ;— if  they  (hould  be  backward  in  cm- 
ploying  whatever  means  they  might  poflfefs,  and  in  a  manner  wor- 
thy of  £ngli(hmen,  to  fecure  thofe  bleffings,  which,  as  Engli(h- 
men,  they  fo  peculiarly  enjoyed,  againft  the  eflbrts,  whether  com- 
bined or  feparate,  of  the  internal  and  external  enemies  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Addington  faid,  that  he  (hould  not  now  be  provoked  into 
any  difcuflion  on  either  of  the  queftions,  whether  this  country  or 
France  was  the  aggreflbr  in  the  war,  or  whether  Minifters  were  or 
were  not  fincere  in  their  negotiations  for  peace,  on  both  of  which, 
the  Houfe  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  declamation  in  the  various  dif* 
cu(fions  on  this  bill,  to  which  .he  conceived  they  were  wholly  ir- 
relevant. At  a  proper  time,  he  for  one  (hould  not  be  difpofed 
to  (brink  from  either  of  thofe  queftions  :  fa<^s  were  the  beft  evi- 
dence on  both.  But  there  was  another  confideration  which  might 
poflBbly,  at  fome  future  time,  be  found  conne(5lcd  with  the  decifion 
of  the  Houfe  this  night,  namely,  whether  Great  Britain  (hould 
accept  peace  on  whatever  terms  an  arrogant  and  vindiAive  enemy 
might  think  proper  to  grant.  He  never  thought  more  highly  of  the 
abundant  wealth  of  the  country  than  at  the  pitfent  moment,  nor 
of  the  amplenefs  of  our  refourcet,  if  we  Were  true  to  ourfdvcsi 
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^  called  thcfti  Foitti  wifely  and  vigoroulty.  Confident  as  be  was, 
that  pcrfons  would  continue  to  be  felefied  for  iituations  of  high  oa- 
val  and  military  refponiibilityy  who  were  the  beft  qualified  (ox  thorn, 
without  regard  to  influence  or  intereft ;  fatisfied  as  he  was  ^ith  his 
Majefty's  gracious  dfTurande,  that  the  moft  rigid  deconaii))r  flKHild 
be  obferved  in  the  farther  profecution  of  a  war,  which  had  hither- 
to been  neceflfarily  attended  with  heavy  expences ;  relying  $bove  all 
on  that  providence  who  knew  the  fincerity  of  his  right-  hpnouriA^le 
friend  )n  his  wifhes  to  reftore  peace  (0  the  country«*^wbo  had  m^e 
this  country  great  and  free,  and  by  giving  us  a  proper  fenfe  of  the 
Ucflings  that  we  enjoyed,  had,  in  h&^  enabled  us  to  provide  means 
ibr  preferving  them,  he  trufted  that  the  ifliie  of  this  conteft  would 
ftiU  be  fortunate:  that  peace,  whenever  its  Uefllings  might  be,re« 
fiored  to  thofe  realms,  would  find  us,  asr  the  war  has  found  us, 
rich  10  commercial  proTperily ;  rich  in  the  induihy  of  our  '^c  u/fry- 
men  ;  unbroken  in  fpirit  ;•  formidable  in  refimvces ;  determined  at 
all  times  and  under  ^11  circumftances,  Co  refift  by  drms,  if  neceC- 
fary,  any  aft  of  aggrefliot),  any  infult,  any  provocation,  that .  we 
might  receive  from  any  ploWer  whatever  ;  never  forgetting,  as.  he 
trufted  we  never  (hould  fbiget,  that  on  the  continuance  of  the  pub- 
lic fpirit  of  the  country,  not  merely  its  commercial  pn)Q)erity,  but 
its  very  exigence  as  an  independent  power,  effimdally  and  fiibftan* 
dally  depended. 

Mr.  ROSE,  jun.  exprefled  bis  full  and  entire  convidion  of  the 
necefiity  of  the  pivfent  meafure,  and  therefore*  it  Ihould  have;  his 
fupport.  He  felt  great  pain  at  the  idea  that  be  (bould  diffdeafe 
any  peit  of  his  conftituents  by  his  oonduA,  but  he  hoped  thkl  al* 
though  they  might  have  difapproved  of  the  tnll  originally,  thfe/ub- 
fequent  modifications  would  meet  their  wiibes.  He  felt  himfelf, 
not  as  the  reprefentative  of  a  particular  body  ,of  men,  but  as  one 
of  the  guardians  of  the  interefis  of  the  country  in  which  he  lived, 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  prefent  meafure  ;  and  he  eould  not  help 
exprefling  a  hope  that  when  the  inhaiutants  e£  this  ifland  at  large 
came  to  be  well  acquainted  with  this  meafure,  they  would  approve 
of  it  highly.  He  thought  that  without  flrong  meafuics  like  the  pre«> 
fent,  we  ^ould  not  be  able  in  a  proper  manner  to  refift  the  enemy* 

Sir  FHANCIS  BURDET.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  firom  any 
vain  idea  that  any  thing  I  can  uige  (hould  halve  waght  with  diis 
Houfe,  that  I  am  now  induced  to  addreis  you.  I  have  too*  fire- 
quently  and  too  recently  witnefled  the  little  effeA  ^t  can  be  pro* 
duccd  t^  the  utmoft  exertions  of  atgument/ doqudnee  and'know- 
ledgic  ;  it  is,  Sir,  in  order  t6  fpeak- my  iimtiiDenta  td  mf  country* 
men,  from  •the  onl^  place  in  wtudi.  it  iaanyJoif^  pimitied  to 

Vol.  IV.  iZ 


? 

I 

I 


I 


{  •:  S38  PARLIAMENTARY  [Commohs. 

peak  them ;  and' no  nme.  appeared  eo  me  To  proper  for  chat  purpoie 
f  as  the  prefent,  when  we  are  called  upon  for  fuch  extraordinary  fup- 

plies.  Sir>  I  (hall  not  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  bill  before  the 
Hockey  as  its  unjuft  and  tyrannieal  principle  renders  every  modifi- 
cation  of  it  of  little  importance*  But,  Sir,  every  thing  that  can  be 
faid  oonceming  the  •  nature  of  this  bill  has  been  fo  ably  ftated  by  a 
ri^C  honourable  Member  bdow  me  upon  a  former  occafion,  that 
I  (ball  not  prefume  to  add  anykthing  farther  upon  that  fubjed.  The 

*  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lail  fays,  that  by  the  prefent  mode 
ef  raffing  the  fupplies,  the  people  will  be  relieved.  I  fliall  endea- 
vour to  Aiew  the  fallacy,  of  that  idea,  and  to  prove  that  every  part  of 
the  expenditure  of  Guvcrnment  muft  in  the  end  fall  upon  the  (houl- 
defs  of  the  people.     Dired  taxes,  which  frequently  raifc  fo  much 

•  "  ctamour,  do  not  however.iojure  the  people.  Let  me  be  underdood, 
I  mean  by  thdr  dircA  operation,  becaufc  the  wages  of  labour  being 
regulated  by  the  demand  (dt '  labour, .  apy  dired  tax  upon  the  la- 
bourer, fuppofing  the  demand  ^continue  the  fame,  although  it  may 
be  paid  out  of  the  hand  of  the  labourer,,  mud,  however^  come  out  of 
the  pocket  of  his  employer.  But,  the  way  in  which  thefe  taxes  and 
all  other  taxes  do,  and  every  part  of  the  expenditure  of  Government 
does  injure  the  peopfe*  ^  by  their  indiroS  tendency  to  decreafe  the 
demand  ibr  labour,  ^  dtfiipating  thofc  funds  which  pay  the  wages 
of  induftry.  Now,  Sir,  to  illuftrate  what  I  am  laying — by  the  bill 
before  yoa  inafmuch  as  itT  falls  upon  country  gentlemen,  they  can 
lefs  alibrd  tb  pay  and  maintain  their  fcrvants  ;  inafmuch  as  it  falls 
upon  manufiiAuflBi^,  they  can  lefs  afibrd  to  mainuin  and  employ 
(hdtr  workmen  ;  inaioiuch  as  tt  falls  upon  farmers,  they  can  lefs 
mtRM  to  maintaiaMd  employ  their  labourers.  The  prefent  Minif- 
ter  has  already  made  away  with  above  two  hundred  millions  of  that 
facred  wages  fund,  and  now  a  fcheme  is  brought  forward  to  enable 
Mm  to  deftroy  a  dill  greater  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  country, 
which  we  are  told  is  not  to  be  felt  by  the  people.  I  (hould  as 
fobn  put  faid)  in  an  architedl  whor  talked  of  laying  an  immcnfc 
weiglit  on  the  head  of  a  column,  without  increafing  the  preflure  at 
the  bafe,  as  in  a  financier  or  (Kditical  economift,  who  talks  of  depri-- 

.    ving  the  rich  of  their  wealth  .without  injury  to  the  poor.     Now» 

Sir,  having  fliewn  the  fallacy  of  this  mode  of  reafoning,  1  (hall  pro- 

'      ceed  to  treat  tlie  prefent  queftion,*  not  merely  aj  a  qucftion  of 

finance ;  objefis  of  finance,  important  no  doubt  ih.tbcmfelves,  are 

*     :  however  beicome  of  fmali  import  in  the  a£kual  fituation  of  our  affairs. 

Albioug^  I  perfe^ly  agree  with  thofe  who  think  the  mode  of  raifing 

'.*  the' fnppKes hi^ilyolp|je6li9nablCt  y0»  was  it  altogether  unobje<£ljon- 

-able  Uk  ifMff  I  would  Dppofe  Ibe  granting  ot  the  fuppUes^  b^ufc  I 
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deleft  the  purpofes  they  are  intended  to  promotei  die  profecQlion  of 
this  dilgraceful  war^  and  the  fuppoit  of  an  infamous  fyftem  of  oor«* 
ruption ;  thefe  arc  the  accurfed  ends  for  which  the  people  of  tbit 
country  are  to  groan  beneath  a  load  of  incMifed  taxes;  The  Imh 
nourable  gentlemaiT  who  fpbke  taft,  fays,  he  (ball  not  now  ijpeak  of 
the  juftice  apd  neccflity  of  the  origin  of  the  war,  nor  of  the  propriccy 
of  continuing  it,  but  referve  himfelf  for  a  proper  oppoituniiy,;i.buty 
what  opportunity  can  be  fo  proper  an  that  in  whidi  we. are. called 
upon  for  frefli  taxes,  inohler  toconfititlectt  i  >Sti^  I  am  vtft.Simp 
at  this  late  period,  wlicn  ¥he  clouds  of  prejudice  are  in  fome  mcafiM 
overblown,  and  when  men,  from  diftrefs  b£ing  brought  hpoielo  ihcit 
door,  are  inclined  to  think  and  to  refloA  upmvitlie  paft,  tohaneaii 
opportunity  of  faying  a  few  words  upon  than  heacL  ^  The  paftaketa 
f^the  prcfent  fyilem  of  abiifes  were  aware  that  the^efiabUfiimentof 
a  wife  and  frugal  Government'in  Fhtnceonfighrpoffibly  in&d  tl|t 
people  of  this  country  with  a  defire  ef  feeing  their,  own  afiaira4idmi«- 

'  niftered  in  a  like  wife  and  frugal  manner.  *  This  I  fincerelyr  believe 
to  have  been  the  true  grounds  of  that  alarm  at  French  prindpks  id 
induftrioufly  propagated  by  all  the  connedioiia  of  Goivemmentf  whf> 
feed  upon  corruption,  and  fatten  upon  thcrfpoiUof  the  people.  It 
was  in  this  point  of  view,  Sir,  French  liberty  tn^sib  hateful  to  thofe 
whofe  beft  patrimonies  arofe  out  of  theeorrupcions ;  .fos  tbis'lus  dbc 
Miniftcr  been  exalted  to  his  prefent  Jacobin  endineQce  ^  £ot  this  his 
he  paflcd  decrees  that  would  not  have  difgractd  the  mofl  tynioi^ 
code,  deftru6tive  of  that. free Ai^  of-opiinon,  onortbe  pride  itfid  £^ 
curity  of  Britons ;  for  this  have  thdfe  lawi,  fo  hi^ily  prized  by  /Mr 
anceftors  for  the  protedtion  of  general  freedom',  i>een  by  hi8i,.liif- 
pended  or  repealed.  Sir,  he  'has  placed  terror:ifvlbc  thrane  of  .nfk 
fon,  and,  under  the pretcnccof  maimainingthe .Omflitution^ be ha% 
iquandered  the  wealth,  he  has  (hed  the  blood,. aod  he  has  anaitt- 
lated  the  liberties  of  the  peof^e  off  ^gland.  Thefe  are  theachkrc* 
ments  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman,' and  thi^  is  the  Miniftert 
and  this  the  fyftem  we  are  now  itelled  upon  to  drain  the  very  heatts 

'  blood  of  the  country  in  order  -to  fupport.  I  will  call  upon  dioib 
country  geatlemen  who  hv^  been  frightened  into  a  fuppoit  of  the 
prefent  fyi^em,  to  ihnd'ibf#afd  at  length  in  fupport  of  their  comw 
try. .  Would  they  render  ^idf'^pkoperties  fecure,  let  them  (bow  by 
their  condud  that  they  resilly  Ibave  a  fiselffig.fbr  the  interefts  of  xhe 
people,  and  not  always  exhibit  then)iel^  in  the  odious,  point  of 
view,  of  a  fet  of  nnen  ever  itftdy  to  oombme  ag^nft  their  liberties ; 
let  them  exert  the  high  privilege  co  which  th^  were  bom»  and  not 
bafcly  become  the  tools  aUd  minions  «f  tet  Government  it  is  their 

*  province  to  control.      Andiiow,  Sir,  (Aat  fupplicRare  de9i«ided« 
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lit  tbim,  tn  the  finfe  fpirit  of  (heir  anoeflors,  demand  in  their  turn 
iha^  grievanoes  be  rcdi^fled,  and,  hf  bringing  down  vengeance  on 
ibebead  of  the  Minifier  who  ba^  bro|sg^t  all  this  ruin  on  us,  prove 
!•  -tbepeople of  fin|laiidi%tbac their  .CopiUtutbn  is  not  a  dead  letter, 
liqt:tbi|t  there  is  a  point,  beyond  which  the  mcfi  profligate  N^nifter 
fMapt  with  fiifetyadvaoce* 

.'  Bmt,  Sir,  was  evety  i^ing  which  the  fiicrcd  loveof  our  country 

IbbuLd'.iafpire  aitdgcther  exti|i£t  within  our  boforos,  one  would 

fhiafcyhf  tlus  diiifiiit  leaft^  fatHlexperieoce  moft  have  taught  us  the 

tbTuKdity  of  eotrtifting  the  remaining* property  of  the  country  to  the 

^me  tenid  that,  has  .already  made  aws^  with  io  large  a  part  of  it  in 

fbe  jnoft  onjofl^fiabreuand  ill-eondi|ded  proje^Si  thait  we  might  by 

thiachneatlcfiift  ikfj^  to  pecceive  the  error  of  that  modem  political 

iRtttim  (the  fourecU  I:  believe/  of  o|ir  prefent  misibrtunes.)  that  money 

taithe  Anew  of  war.  '  Sir,  we  fecm  to  imagine  we  have  only  to  af. 

'Aitible  within  thefe  walla  to  devife  ways  and  means  for  cxtrading 

4arge  funis  of  mohcy  ftOm  the  country  :'  then  wc  are  told  we  are  to 

bo  believed  from  bli  our  embarraflfments,  and  our  enemies  to  be 

(jtraclc-  with  terrol'  and-  difmay.     Bur,   Sir,   we  muft  firft  clcanfe 

^way  tbofe  fodl  oorrtlpdons  which  the  prefent  Minif^er  has  carried 

l>^ond  any  (oumtt  example  ;  trhich  untKrves  every  heart  and  eyery 

'-aimrind  deptiveaus^f  that  vigour  and  that  courage  once  charac- 

ffsHAic  •fthi3'00w«dQgiraddd  country.  Sir,  money  is  not  the  finew  of 

'fttse*'  /  Waa  mtxiey  (6  all-powaful  as  moft  pcrfons,  in  fpiie  of  ex- 

fcAmp9y  cptidniieiD  befieVe-^I  iay  in  fpite  of  experience,  ibr  the 

'V^dl^  llenoar  of.l^&o^  fervts  to  ^proye  the  contrary — the  cxtrava- 

-]|^(febf  odfiowa  Mit^fter  would  fumly  have  entitled  h\tn  to  every 

*ftlt  bf  advafata^ty  and  the  people  of  Ffance  would  long  ere  this  have 

^l^en*  aaterminai^  aoeoiding  to  the  pious  intentions  of  the  undcrta- 

kiclll^f^f  the  waivand-  would  flow  have  been  held  put  as  a  dreadful 

"MMiftple'to  trembling  rvkAotis  of  the  danger  of  incurring  royal  vcn- 

c*^nce>'tbeinajttre  of  which  ntay  be  learnt  from  the  fpecimen  af- 

ibrtfed  in  ttie  irifafnoas  eoodod  of  the  coaleiced  Kii^  towards  the 

-  Mive^and  linlbftunale  La  Fayette.     In  truth,  Sir,  as  it  has  been 

-  fhinaged,  pur  wealth  has  been  formidable  principally  to  ourfelves. 
By 'means  of  the.iihmei^e  reveoqa  laifed  upon  th^  people  of  thif 
fObntry,  a  corrupt  Minilter  lias  deheiwh^  the  very  fpirirof  the  tu* 
f  ion«  and  prcpa[red  iia  id  heooQie  j|aveS|  and  the  proof  of  it  is  ouf 

•  MraHt  of  guierofity  ahd^^io'fubmittingto  become  thcinftniroent 
^enAavins  others.  For  let  no  man  ^tterhimfelf  thathe  iaAo( 
imi^llcated  in  t(ie  nitk  of  that  bmMk  oonduA  whidi  the  Minifies 
ha^  adiipted  with  rtgHot  ID  IrdaUd  (ofdiefs  he  has  done  all  in  bia 
poTorlopfavwtkj.    Srf  >^  1^^  fjgfit  hon^ip^ 
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not  upon  a  tatmn  occafion  fee  up  the  difingenuoat  plea  of  the  inde- 
pendenqr  of  the  IrHh  Government,  I  (hatt  otmfider'  the'  mfaSuci 
purfoed  in  Ireland  as  the  meafures  of  the  MMfter ;  and  here^  Sir,- 
hi^  conduA  ftands  unrivalled  in  the  aimudt  c^  homan  atfodtf;  ex- 
ceeding in  cruelty  cveh  that  of  the  modem  monfter  Roberiplerre»  in 
as  much  as  thb  cruelty  of  infl)£Hng  upon  men  excruciating  tortura 
exceeds  the  oraelty  of  ioAidttng  upon  them  immediate  death.  A 
noble  perfim'age  on  his  return  from  Ireland  made  the  pubiic  acw 
i|uainie4  with  many  inftances  of  favage  barbarity  ;  but.  Sir,  indivi* 
dual  tnftances  of  biirbarity  are  fcarcely  worth'  the  noticing  in  thif. 
flupendous  fyftem  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion*  I  have  n^oeived  in* 
formation. ftom  that  muntry,  ftating  that  in  the  county  of  Armagh 
alone  above  four  thoufand  families  have  been  barbaroufly  drivieh 
from  their  homes,  that  is,  have  been  robbed  of  their  houfes  and 
thetr  gardens  under  pain  of  bong  put  to  death  if  they  remained.  The 
fight  honourable  gentleman  did,  I  remember,  exprefs  hi&  rqgret  at 
haying  been  obliged,  as  ~he  faid,  to  adopt  the  meafures  he  has 
adopted  in  Ireland.  I  do  believe  the  right  honourable  gendeman 
'Was  fincere  in  that  expreffion  of  hirregret,  not  fn>m  any  fympathy 
with'  die  unhappy  fuf&rers,  not  from  any  compunAious  viiiting  of 
ftature,*  but  becaufe  he  finds  diofe  meafures  are  produAive  of  ef&ds 
very  differeht  to  what  he  had  expeAed.  He  finds  that  d)e  people 
of  Ireland  are  not  to  be  butchered  out  of  a  firm  deterrtiinarion  to 
emancipate  their  enflaved  country.  Let  it  not  be  thought,  Sir,  that 
what  J  am  how  ftating  is  irrelative  to  the  fubjcA  before  you,  it  is 
one  feature  of  that  political  'monfter  engendered  from  the  corruption 
of  the  Bririfh  (!^onflitution  ;  nor  are  the'  people  of  England  unin- 
teiefled,  or  ought  they  to  behold  with  felfifli  indifference  the  unheard- 
of  iuffinings  of  the  Iriih  people.  It  is  the  nature  of  defpotifm  to 
make  its  'root  in  the  extremes,  and  ^dually  to  fpread  inwards. 
This  Irifh  fyflem  !kIs  already  pafled  over  into  Scotland. '  The  fame 
fpirit  alfb  difcovers  itieif*  in  the  Government  at  home— The  fame 
principle,  though  not  to  the  fame  extent,  is  a£led  upon  in  thi&  coun- 
try ;  we  have  many  vldtims  of  oppreflkm  rotting  within  the  walls 
of  our  prifohs.  Sir,  not  to  intrude  too  long  upon  your  time,  I  will 
content  myfelf  with  flating  one  cafe,  not  becaufe  it  is  the  hardeft  thbit 
can  be  picked  out,  (I  believe  the  cafe  of  that  wretched,  torlomyj* 
irtendlefs  man.  Kid  Wake,  is  much  harder) ;  but  becaufe  I  happen 
.  to  bt  particularly  acquainted  with  the  drcumftances  of  the  one  J 
am  about  to  mendon-^A  printer  of  Newark,  whofe  name  is  Hdt, 
has  fo£S:red  a  three  year's  impfifonment,  with  a  heavy  fine,  to  foe 
paid  befbra  he  can  obtain  his  liberty — ^a  fine,  let  me  obferve  by  the 
.  fragf,  it|ras  utterly  impoflible  a  man  liice  him,  who  earned  bis  daily 
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inrewl  bjr  hu  daily  laboar»  dSoukl  of  tumfjclfifprfr  b^  able  to  {^» 
cfjpcctally.  after  a  thfce-^eiufs  ifrprifonmenty  and^  this  I  take  to  be 
b^ly  uneonftititlidkial,  aj»  well-  as  the  fending,  him  to  a  pri&q  a 
kindred  miles  dlftaiH  £roin  that  of  the  county  where  he  was  tried, 
which  I  td&eaUb  to  be  a  grofs  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land*    I 
know,  Sir^  there  will  never  be  wantiry  )B»,jm  to  fay  that  all  the 
pcifons  are  the  Ktng>^'«nd  that  he  may  fcn4  men  wberever  he 
pleafes ;,  iat.  Sir,  I  do  oot^  believe  this  tp  be  t^e  cafe-~not  that  I 
pn^ead  to  any  deep  knowledge  of  thp  laws  pf  tl\i^  coufitry,  but  it  is 
inipoflible  ihat  ia  any  otutitry  where  the  Ciilonnkutjon  is  f^ppqfed  to 
fecmre  any  dcgree><of  llbciltyv  that  fuph  a  power  (hou((l  be  trufted  iq 
Ibe  hands  of  the  Executive  M ^giftrate ;  for  every  one  ipuft,  imme- 
diately fee  to  what  dreadful  purpofes  ^  ^bufe  of  (ucb  a  powrcf 
snighr  be  iierverted,  and  ip  the  prcfent  inflance  ^s  been  p^prertcdt 
M  it  has  put  the  perfpn  if),<)aedi()n  t(^  an.  additional  cxpence  of  fbur 
jor  five  hundred  pouodsy  bo(i<ks  ^priving  luin  of  tbe  conlblatbn  to 
Juive.been  derived  from  hb:  wife^  bis  childrei],  anfl.bis  fjriends*  Apd 
Sir,  what  is  the  crime, thatr^k^thusdrawn^upon.  him  all  the  yeo- 
geance  of  Xjovernment^r^for  vengeance  it  muftbe  called;  it  oevqr 
can  be^  regarded  as  cquitaMe  punifliment^^t^ven  fuppofing  there  l^d 
been  fome  degree  of  criminality  in   the  s^St^  which  he   had  com^ 
•mitted.     But  what  was  .the  ad?     For,  reprinting  Ktolutions  fop- 
pofed  to  have  been  drawp  up  by  that  right  honouiable  gentleman 
himfelf  ;  but  whether  di:awn,  up  by  him  or  not,  certsunly  having 
.  publicly  received  his  fandion  ^nd  his  approbation*     I  allude  to  the 
famous  refolutipns  known  by  the  .name  of  the  Thatched-houfe  Re- 
fdutions  ;  thus,  as  every  thkig.in  a  conrupt  fyftem  is.  tainted,  the 
very  laws  themfelves,  by  the  .partial  exe<;uti(in  of  them,  are  forgpd 
.  into  infiruments  of  tyranny.  Now,  Sir,  is  this  juftke  i    Can  liberty 
exift  in  a  country  where  fuch  pradices  prevail  ? .   Notwithftanding 
the  right  4)onourable  gentleman  will)  with  a  pgwer  of  face  I  own  I 
always  behold  with  additional  admiration,  get  up  in  this  Houfe  and 
talk  to  us  gravely  of  our  liberties,  and  of^  the  bleflings  we  enjoy 
under  our  moft  excellent  conftitutiorii  and  would  fain  periiiade  us 
that  there  are  no  diflSculties  we  ought  not  to  fubmlt  to,  no  dangers  we 
ought  not  to  encounter,  no  extremities  we-  ought  not  to  endure^  ,in 
order  to  maintain  it.     Sficiofa  verlisj  re  inupiu  out  Jubd^la^  juanio^ 
.  fU€  mapre  libertatis  imagine  tegebantur  tanteeruptura  ad  infenfius  fer-- 
vitium.     But  I  do  hope  the  fpiritof  my  countrymen,  humble  as  it 
is,  will  at  length  be  roufed  to  a  redrefs  of  the  wroqgs  they  have  re- 
ceived*    That  they  will  at  length  (hake  off  the  torpid  cffcA»  of 
that0cepy  drench  of  corruption,  which  fecms  to  have  benumbed 
their  Tcnfes.     That  they  will  make  one  effort'  at  kafl  to  WKnoh 
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their  bleeding  country  from  the  grafp  of  thefe  domeftic  fpoHers.  Ine 
Miriiiter  has  maHe'tnany  bold  an  J' wicked  (hoket  ttxteftsy^u^  kc 
us  make  one  bold  and  honed  (boke  t6.de(hx)y  him.  Should  be, 
after  fuch  repeated  tlreaf(^s«— for  his  whole  cdhdudl  for  thefe  laft  four 
years  has  been  one  continued  tiflfueof  treafons  to  the  people— -ibould 
he  after  all  efcape  with  impunity  and  remain  fecure  in  offide,.  thni 
indeed  the  grand  obje£l  of  this  libertlcide  war  will  have  been  ocMn- 
pletely  attained/  and  gdvernment  will  regard  itfelf  as  amply  recom- 
penfed  for  defeat  and  difgrace  abroad,  by  a  ihameftd  triumph  over 
the  liberties  of  Englifhmen  at  home !  Sir^  whatever  may  be  (he 
final  event  of  the  widced  fyftem  purfued  by  the  Miniiler»  whether 
we  are  tamely  and  meanly  to  fink  beneath  the  degrading  yoke  of 
military  defpotifm^  or  to  be  tofled  on  the  ftorm  of  Revolution,  I 
ihall  tt  leaft  have  the  iatisfi£Kon  to  think,  that  I  have  fcxerted  eveiy 
little  effort  in  my  power  in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
Sir,  it  is  not  therefore  on  account  of  the  heavy  prefTure  which  this 
mode  of  railing  the  fupplies  muft  occafion  ;  it  is  not  on  account  of 
the  tmjuft  and  tyrannical  principle  of  the  bill  now  before  you  ;  it  is 
not  on  account  of  the  wafte  and  extravagance  of  the  Government^ 
enormous  as  it  is,  that  I  now  raife  my  voice  againft  the  granting  the 
fupplies  demanded  by  the  Minifter;  it  is  becaufe  I  never  will ,  at 
any  time,  or  under  any  cireumAances,  become  an  accomplice  in 
the  guilt  of  fupporting  a  fyftem,  which,  it*  it  can  be  fupported,  and 
is  to  be  peiiided  in  (and  if  it  can  it  will)  muft  eventually  deftroy  the 
fipcedom  of  my  country. 

Mr.  Atdernnan  LUSHINGTON  explained  what  he  had  faid 
upon  a  former  ocdaiion  relative  to  this  joicafure.—- He  then  obferved 
chat  this  country  was  involved  in  confiderable  difficulty  .and  fom^ 
flanger,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  every  maii  in  that  Houfe  and  out  of  it 
not  only  to  examine  the  difficulty  with  care,  but  alfo  to  face  the  dan- 
ger widi  fiircitude  and  perfeverance,  and  farther  to  examine  well  in- 
-ta  the  circum(hinces  which  have  conftituted  our  prefent  crifis — [A 
great  cry  of  Hear  1  hear !]  He  repeated  the  expreffion,  faying,  **  It 
becomes  us  in  point  of  prudence  to  examine  well  into  the  circum- 
flances  which  conAitute  the  crifis  of  the  prefent  moment,  in  order 
to  afcertain  its  toA  chamder,  and  form  our  opinion  of  its  probable  > 
extent  and  dufation."  This  was  not  the  crifis  of  a  (ingle  day,  or  J 
year,  nor  was  it  likely  to  be  terminated  when  the  prefent  war  fliall  'I 
be  concluded.  It  was  brought  on  by  that  awful  event,  the  French  I 
'  irvoltitiom  An  event  that  was  more  formidable  irx  its  nature  thaa  ,. 
any  things  we  had  ever  read  of  in  hiftoiy.  It  became  fo  from  the  ^ 
lituation  of  the  people  by  whom  it  was  accomplifbed,  as  well  as  by  {| 
their  numbsia  arid  difpofition.     He  bad  always  conGdcred  this  not  || 
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enlf  If  m  event  that  would  affoft  u$  meidyy  but  aUb  would  extend 
to  future  geneiadons  ;  and  therefore  we  (hcaild  nor  only  lodk  to  our 
own  inteiefts,  but  take  care  of  thofe  of  our  pofterity  in  the  provi- 
fions  we  were  to  make.  It  was  upon  diis  enlarged  ground  that  he 
had  viewed  the  fubje£l»  and  had  all  along  been  friendly  to  the  prin- 
ce of  die  prefent  bilL  All  his  apprehenfiona  were,  that  it  might 
pids  upon  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  :  but  he  hoped  that  all  ap- 
^rehenfions  of  that  nature  were  done  away  with  others  as  tficy  were 
with  him,  by  tha  modification  that  had  been  introduced.  It  had 
been  faid  that  the  expenditure  of  each  Individual  would  bedi- 
miniflied  by  it,  and  that  therefore  it  would  tend  to  diminifli  the  re- 
venue,  ^hat  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  inconclufive  argument, 
ibr  it  might  be  fiiid  of  every  tax,  whether  it  was  to  raife  the  fum  of 
one  million  or  five  millions.  The  quedion  was  entirely  on  the  too 
general  policy  of  the  meafure* 

He  was  as  fincere  an  advocate  for  peace,  and  as  pure  in  his  wiihe* 
ibr.it,  as  any  man  in  this  country ;  but  he  could  not  confent  to  any 
peace  that  would  be  a  diigrace  to  us,  and  he  believed  we  could  not 
obtain  any  other  but  by  vigour  and  ezertfen.  There  was  indeed 
one  expedient  for  peace,  for  which  be  hoped  there  was  no  advocate 
in  that  Hoofe,  nor  any  that  was  confiderable  out  pf  it,  that  was,  a 
peace  to  be  obtained  by  fubmiffion  to  an  exuking  foe.  That  foe 
had  exulted  over  its  opponents  in  many  inftuices,  but  he  '  had 
pride  in  obferving  it  was  not  an  exultation  applicable  to  us ;  for 
wheievcr  the  Britifh  force  had  been  br()ugt)t  intpafiion,  rise  cbaradter 
of  the  countiy  had  been  kept  up,  in  a  manner  that  maintained  its 
hrnour. 

Something  had  been  (aid  to-ni^t  upon  the  fuIjeA  of  parliampn- 
tary  reform.  That  was  a  fubje£t  to  which  he  was  as  much  attached 
and  was  as  foil  a  friend  as  ever  he  had  beetit  and  he  Ikpuldbe  glad 
to  fee  it  difeufled  whenever  the  time  (hali  CQont  that  may  be  fit  for 
the  difcuflion  of  fo  very  great,  nice,  arid  eompUcated  a  (vbjcEt ;  but 
at  the  prefent  moment  he  dK>ught  that  difeuffion  would  conduce  to 
anarchy  and  confufion. 

But  it  had  been  faid,  that  If  the  executive  poorer  of  diis  country 
were  placed  in  other  hands,  or  given  to  aiMlier  defcc^ition  of  per* 
fonsi  we  might  obtain  peace.  He  qu^fiioned  that :  for  he  doubted 
whether  there  were  in  diis  coumry  any  defcripdon  of  men  who^  by 
their  addrefs,  or  by  any  other  talents,  cooki  convert  ib  vif|di£Uve  a 
foe  as  that  which  we  have  now  to  contend  with,  into  aoj  thii^  like 
an  opponent  ready  to  treat  with  us  updn  honouvrt)!^  terqns.  He 
would  go  farther,  and  fay,  it  was  oontrduy  to  She  principles  of  our 
enemies,  and  contrary  even  to  the  chara^er  of  the  human  huikI, 
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that  men  who  have  acquired  fo  great  and  fo  new  a  power  as  0ur 
enemies  lately  had,  contrary  tothcfpirit  of  a  great  military  republic, 
or  rather  a  military  democracy,  to  a£i  upon  juft  and  equitable  terms 
toward^  its  opponents.     We  had  found  this  verified  by  the  condudl 
of  the  French  ;  they  had  adled  with  cruelty,  not  only  to  their  foes, 
but  alfo  to  their  friends.     To  fuppofe  that  Great  Britain,  which  has 
fo  Jong  been  their  rival,  would  be  better  treated  by  them  than   they 
have  treated  others,  would  be  infanity.     We  muft,  therefore,  con- 
tinue the  contcft,  notwithftanding  it  had  been  declared  by  feme  that 
fuch  contcft  muft  be   fucceeded  by  our  ruin.     We  muft  continue 
the  conteft,  and  follow  the  fyftem  of  the  prcfent  bill,   although  our 
comforts  might  not  only  be  diminiftied,  but  be,   in  fomc  degree,  un- 
hinged by  it.      We  were  like  a  party  who  had  a  fuit  depending  in 
Chancery,  who  muft  keep  it  to  prcferve  his  honour,  however  fruitlefs 
it  might  be  to  him,  or  however  tpdious  and  expenfive  in  other  re- 
fpcdls. 

He  then  expatiated  upon  the  horrors  of  the  French  revolution, 
and  the  mifchievous' tendency  of  French  principles,  as  well  as  upon 
the  advantages  of  our  conftjtution.      He  had  heard,  he  faid,  of  the 
danger  of  the  invafion  of  this  country.     He  was  no  military  man, 
but  he  thought  there  was   no  ncceflity  for  military  knowledge,  in 
order  to  (hew  the  difficulty  of  fuch  an  enterprize  ;  and  he   thought 
he  was  not  fpeaking  extravagantly,  when  he  faid,  that  it  was  above 
J  000  to  one  againft  the  fucccfs  of  fuch  an  enterprize.     What    if 
the   enemy  (hould  land  40  or  50    thoufand  men,  he    thought  tlic 
countrv  in  wealth  and  fpirit,  and  efpecially  in  naval  force,  equal  to 
the  deftruc^ion  of  fuch  a  force.      He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he 
did  not  believe  there  was  a  man,  even  on  the  oppofition  tide  of  the 
Houfe,   or  any  where  in  this  country,   who,   if  we  were    invaded, 
would  not  fay  he  was  ready  to  die  for  the  fervice  of  his  country. 
Lord  STANLEY  difapprovcd  of  the  principles  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  ELLISON   faid,  he  thought  he  (hould  not  have  difcliargcd 
his  duly  either  to  his  country  or  his  conllituents,  if  he  hnd  not  given 
to  theprefent  bill  all  the  confideration  in  his  power.      Having  done 
fo,  he  conceived  he  a)uld  not  difcharge  that  duty  without  fupporting 
the  bill.     He   was  forry   to  hear  an  honourable   Baronet  fpeakin 
fuch  terms  of  the  all. wife  and  all- prudent  government  of  trance. 
He  was  foVry  alfo  to  hear  him  talk  of  the  corruption  of  Exjciitive 
Government,  and  the  minions  of  the  Miniftcr.      This  reduced  i^'m, 
adverfc  as    he  was  to  egotifm,  to  fiejlare,  tn.ithe  was  as  in  'ocn" 
dent  a  Member  of  Pai^liament  as  that  honourable  Baronet  could  pre-^ 
tend  to  be.     He  (hen  delivered  his  opinion  upon  the  tcfidency  c/ 
Vol.  IV.  4  A 
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French  principleS|  and  declared  himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  the  bill,  as 
g  meafure  calculated  to  prefcrve  the  conftitution  of  this  country. 

Mr.  JEKYLL  rofe.  He  faid,  the  honourable  Member  who  had 
juft  concluded  had  taken  the  moft  (ingular  mode  he  had  ever  wit- 
neflfed  of  rcfcuing  his  charadter  horn  the  imputation  of  egotifm ; 
for,  in  the  courfe  of  what  he  had  delivered,  at  fome  confiderable 
lengthy  he  had  literally  talked  of  nothing  elfe  but  himfelf.  He 
meant  no  perfonal  difrefpeA  to  the  honourable  gentleman  in  alluding 
to  an  opinion  he  had  fomewhere  heard,  namely,  that  there  were 
four  topics  on  which  a  man  might  publickly  dilate,  though  totally 
uncredited  by  all  his  hearers,  without  ftigmatizing  himfelf  in  fociety 
for  a  want  of  veracity  .*'— a  man  might  parade  his  prowefs  in  love, 
his  triumphs  in  drinking,  his  exploits  in  hunting,  or  his  independ- 
ancy  as  a  Member  of  Parliament. . 

In  the  loudeft  tones,  and  with  the  moft  eneigettc  gcAure,  the 
honourable  gentleman  had  boafted  his  extreme  humility ;  and  of 
the  corre(Sners  of  his  conception  and  ftatement,  he  had  afforded  an 
example  equally  novel  and  remarkable :  he  had  totally  mifrepre* 
fented  the  words  and  meaning  of  an  honourable  baronet,  (Sir 
F.  Burdctt)  whofc  expreflions  had  prccifcly  been,  that  **  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  country,  being  afraid  that  there  might  arife  in  France 
a  wife,  prudent,  and  frugal  form  of  government,  could  not  bear  the 
pontraft,  and  therefore  they  entered  ipto  the  prefent  war ;"  this  the 
honourable  gentleman  perverted,  and  tortured  into  a  eulogium  on 
the  Republic  of  France  :  thus  the  accuracy  of  the  honourable  gefi- 
fleman  was  (lri£lly  on  a  par  with  his  humility. 

As  tp  the  deteAable  meafure  of  extortion  and  rapacity  now  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Houfc,  it  appeared  to  him  much  to  refemble,  in  its 
attempt  at  lead,  other  efforts  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
wherein  his  arrogance  and  pertinacity  hs|d  affc6\ed  to  contemn  and 
hold  at  noughtf  the  unanimous  opinions  of  thofe  whom  the  Houfe 
palled  its  conftituents.  It  reminded  him  of  the  contemptible  con* 
^ud  of  the  Minider  when  he  dragged  through  the  dirt  that  exc^' 
crable  majority  who  fupported  his  infamous  meafure  of  the  Ruffian 
armament  ;  he  made  them  yote  with  him ;  and  when  the  public 
voice  without  doors  thundered  its  deteflation  of  the  prnjed,  he  in- 
(lantly  abandoned  the  very  meafure  he  had  dire<S^ed  them  fo  impli- 
f^itly  to  fupport.  It  might  have  been  hoped  he  would  have  done  to 
in  the  prefent  jnftance,  and  would  have  obeyed  the  famt^unanimoot 
reprobation  of  his  conduft. 

Amidft  his  various  and  endlefs  incapacities  as  a  ffatefman^  hif 
Ignorance  of  the  condition  of  the  various  gtadat^ons  sind  clafles  of 
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diie  eoRiRiunity  was  not  the  leaft  prominent  feature,  efpedally  of 
the  middle  and  inferior  orders  of  men  ;  what  was  the  nature  of 
dicir  neceflitiesy  what  was  the  extent  of  their  abih'ty.  Whether 
this  was  owing  to  his  own  fudden  and  incalculable  elevation,  at  an 
carUer  period  of  human  life  than  gives  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
fuch  a  fubjed,  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay,  but  certain  it  was  |ie 
laboured  under  the  peculiar  inability  alluded  ro.  Of  his  total  ig- 
aorance  of  the  middling  clafs  of  fociety,  perhaps  the  moft  ufeful 
and  efficient,  as  to  the  interior  welfiire  of  a  great  empire,  he  had 
afibrded  in  this  very  bill  the  moft  6agrant  proof.  By  this  harfli 
and  inequkafole  projeA  of  taxation  the  gentlemen  of  four,  five,  or 
£x  hundred  a  year  would  not  only  be  compelled  to  abandon  fuper- 
/luities  and  luxuries  (God  knows  the  prefent  preiTure  would  hardty 
afibrd  them  !)  but  he  would  be  deprived  of  common  comforts  ;  his 
ftate  would  be  degraded  ;  and  if  a  foreign  refuge  were  open  to 
him,  he  would  be  driven  to  emigration  and  exile,  like  thofe  of  a 
fimilar  rank  in  France  when  violent  and  tyrannical  meafures  were 
adopted.— -Such  was  the  confequence  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  ignorance  of  this  order  of  men.  Of  the  lower  dafs 
be  was,  if  it  can  be  fo  ftated,  (till  lefs  competent  to  form  the  »- 
moteft  judgement ;— -witnefs  the  pompous  and  celebrated  fpeech  he 
made  on  that  fubjedl  when  he  fnatched  from  the  hand  of  an  able 
and  intelligent  friend  of  his,  now  abfent,  (Mr.  Whitbread)  a  wife 
and  (alutarv  meafure  he  had  offered  to  that  Houfe  for  the  amelbra- 
tion  of  the  date  of  the  labouring  poor— -The  fpeech  was  fwelled 
with  a  fiew  general  ideas,  borrowed  from  any  quarter  on  the  fub- 
jed  ;  and  was  as  celebrated  for  its  eloquence  as  it  was  remarkable 
for  its  inanity — ^jealous,  and  apprehenltve  that  the  able  and  in* 
telligent  perfon  who  had  propofcd  the  original  meafure  fliould  have 
reaped  the  applaufe  of  his  country,  fo  juftly  due  to  his  fuggeftion,  he 
tore  the  fubjed  from  his  hand,  and  promifed  to  do  fomcthtng  mi- 
lacufcxis  upon* it  himfelf.  Months  elapfed,  and  at  laft  this  arro- 
gance was  ripened  into  a  bill,  which  had  as  much  relation  to  the 
fpeech  that  had  announced  it,  as  it  had  to  die  fyftem  of  the  poor^ 
whioh  it  purported  to  revife  and  reform. 

The  bill  was  fuch  a  ha(h,  fuch  a  farrago  of  abfurdities,  fuch  t 
teflelated  compofition  of  impradicability  and  nonCenfe,  that  there 
vas  not  a  lawyer,  a  magi(trafc,  nay  not  a  pariih  officer,  in  the  king- 
dom, nor  a  (ingle  individual  who  had  a  glimpfe  of  under(tanding  on 
the  fubjedt,  that  did  not  turn  from  the  projcA  with  difguft  and 
deriiion.  The  confequence  was,  that  though  the  fpeech  ftill  (binds 
itoorded  as  a  beautiful  difplay  of  what  may  be  faid  without  any 
applicability  to  the  fubjcd  in  queftion,  the  bill  was  fncaked  out  of 
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the  Houfe  in  a  wjiy  that  marked  the  difgraceful  manner  the  original 
fubjed  had  been  wrefted  out  of  the  hands  of  its  intelligent  and 
honourable  author.  ^ 

With  regard  to  the  prefcnt  monftrous  meafure,  he  begged  leave 
particularly  to  appeal  to  thofe  honourable  perfons  within  thefe  walls 
who  afie<Sled  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  piety,  whether  thejr 
could  conrenttotheciiad^ion  and  multiplication  of  oaths  ,which  this 
bill  profcffed  to  cftablifii  ?  Whether  they  would  confent  to  an  in- 
creafeof  the  incitement  to  perjury?  He  would  aik  all  thofe  who 
were  folicitous  to  prefervc  the  morals  of  the  people,  whether  thejr 
would  agree  to  violate  a  principle  which  he  conceived  was  the  bafis 
of  civil  polity,  namely,  a  refped  for  even  the  leffer  virtues  prac- 
tifed  in  the  courfe  of  human  fociety  ?  Aniong  thefe,  a  due  economy 
was  furely  to  be  ranked  ;  the  exercife  of  that  virtue  was  profcribed 
by  the  bill.  Has  a  man  been  profufe  and  extravagant,  to  the  de- 
triment of  his  family  and  his  creditors,  he  mud  remain  fo.  Re- 
trenchment, by  the  moft  inequitable  principle  of  retrofpeSive 
cnadtion  that  ever  enteted  into  the  minds  of  legiilators,  is  rendered 
impra<Sicable ;  and,  if  attempted,  is  puniflied  as  a  crime  and  mif- 
dcmeanor.    - 

What,  too,  was  to  be  the  fruit  and  produce  of  this  wild  and 
unjuft  exaction  r  he  was  confident  that  if  the  tax-gatherers  were  to 
be  examined  at  the  bar,  they  would  prove  to  the  Houfe,  what  he 
knew  they  had  informed  the  Minifler  of  in  fifty  parts  of  the  me- 
tropolis, and  elfewhere,  that  the  new  colleAion  would  he  totally 
impofTible ;  they  Aate,  that  at  this  moment  the  prefent.  taxes  are  not 
to  be  got  at.  What  is  the  remedy  for  that  deficienc}',  double,  triple, 
and  quadruple  the  exadlion  ?  Why,  it  is  too  ludicrous  to  be  com- 
mented upon  !  But  perfons  are  to  be  deftrained  upon  if  they  can- 
not pay :  where,  he  afked,  are  the  warehoufes  to  contain  the  enor- 
mous mafs  of  goods  fo  diftrained  i  where  are  the  purchafers  ?  Paris 
faw  its  ftreets  filled  with  confifcated  goods  on  the  emigration  (rf'  the 
noblefle  ;  and  London  would  prefent  a  fcene  not  totally  diflunilar. 

If  this  ruinous  meafure  was  perfided  in,  would  it  not  be  obvious 
to  the  mcancft  critic  in  theoretic  politics  that  the  Houfe  of  Com* 
inons  had  no  fympathy  with  thofe  it  profefied  to  term  its  conftituents  ? 
It  would  be  a  melancholy  and  curious  inflance  of  the  deterioration 
of  the  principles  of  the  conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  to  fee  a  bill 
pafTed  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  when  the 
people  without  doors  had  pronounced  their  unanimous  abhorrence  of 
it.  It  would  be  an  unfortunate  manifcftation  of  the  fa<£^  that  there 
was  no  mutuallity  of  interei^  and  feeling  between  the  people  of 
£n)(land  and  thofe  who  are  fiylcd  its  reprefentatives. 
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But  this  extraordinary  exertion  was  to  fhew  to  the  enemy  the 
cxvagf  and  extent  of  our  refources ;  he  begged  to  remind  the  Houfc 
of  the  language  held  in  the  year  1795  by  two  of  his  Majefty's  Mi- 
nifters :  the  right  honourable  Secretary  at  War  had  defcribed 
•*  France  then  as  bleeding,  but  that  our  wounds  were  only  (kin 
deep."  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved  with  much 
exultation  on  the  purity  of  our  own  mode  of  revenue,  that  "  the 
French  could  only  fupport  their  prcfent  fyftem  by  an  arrcft  of  pro- 
perty and  a  requifition  of  men  :  a  fyftcm,"  faid  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman,  ^^  that  could  only  originate  in  defpotifm,  and 
be  maintained  by  terror." — Requifition  of  men  we  had  fcen  re- 
peatedly ;  arrcft  of  property  is  the  avowed  objeS  of  the  prefent 
meafure-— will  the  right  honourable  gentleman  accept  of  the  in- 
ference ?  a  fyftcm  that  could  only  originate  in  defpotifm,  and  can 
only  be  fupportcd  by  terror. 

It  was  faid,  men  may  borrow,  to  meet  this  heavy  contribution. 
What !  when  the  State  gives  ufurious  intereft  ?  But  fome  contend 
that  the  right  honourable  gentleman  has  fo  degraded  the  reputation  of 
public  credit,  that  he  has  thereby  afforded  an  inducement  to  lend  on 
private  fecurity.  .  Individuals  have  much  to  congratulate  themfelves 
upon,  if  public  ruin  is  to  be  the  path  to  private  advantage.  It  was 
faid  to  the  ballaft-heavcrs  on  the  Thames,  by  fome  ingenious  per* 
fon  to  whom  they  had  complained  of  their  lofs  of  bread  by  the  em- 
ployment of  the  convi«^s,  that  they  might  eafily  reftore  themfelves 
to  their  former  lituation  by  committing  felony. 

There  was  another  point  of  view,  and  a  moft  ferious  one  indeed, 
in  which  he  contemplated  this  difaftrous  meafure ;  he  trembled 
when  he  attempted  to  ftate  it.  Should  this  unjuft  and  tyrannical 
exaction,  as  in  his  confcience  he  thought  it  would,  tend  to  alienate 
the  afFcdlion  of  the  people  from  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  it 
would  be  more  alarming  than  all  the  menaces  of  invafion  from  the 
moft  formidable  enemy. 

The  dtftrcfs  and.  difficulty  of  the  prefent  awful  cri (is  was  the 
natural  confequcnce  of  fuch  a  fyftem  as  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had 
uniformly  perfifted  in,  of  the  dcluflons  they  had  pradlifed  to  plunge 
the  people  into  a  war,  from  whence  thcy^  were  neither  able  nor 
anxious  to  extricate  then) — a  fituation  the  country  had  been  placed 
in  by  dupery  and  alarm,  and  continued  in  bv  declamatory  jargon. 
He  would  conclude  his  fpccch  v/ich  the  memorable  words  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman's  illulVious  father,  pronounced  at  a  pe- 
riod when  the  national  burden  did  not  amount  to  an  hundred  mil- 
lions ;  it  was  long  fince  he  had  read  them,  but  the  imprcHlun  was 
ftiU  warm  in  his  memory. 
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<«  We  have  Aif&red  ourTelves/'  £tt<l  thai  grett  ftateTman,  ^<  to 
be  deceived  by  names  and  founds  ;  the  balance  of  power»  the  liberty 
of  Europe,  a  comnr.on  caufe,  and  many  more  fudi  expreffions, 
without  any  other  meaning  than  to  exhauft  our  wealth,  confume 
the  profits  of  our  trade,  and  load  our  pofierity  with  intolerable  bur- 
dens. None  but  a  nation  that  had  loft  all  figns  of  Virility,  would 
fufFcr  itfelf  to  be  fo  treated." 

Dodor  LAURENCE  did  not  feel  inclined  to  foUow  the  learned 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  or  many  of  thofc  who  fpoke  on  the  fanne 
fide  with  him,  into  any  long  diflertation  on  the  Poor  Bill,  the  ftatc 
of  our  finances,  or  on  the  fpceches  delivered  by  the  father  of  the 
-rig^t  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt ;)  nor  would  he  dwell  on  the 
aigupenis  to  which  they  had  principally  reforted  this  ni^t ;  with 
regard  to  which  he  could  produce  as  many  fpeeches  againft  as  eould 
be  quoted  in  favour  of  them.  He  felt,  above  all  other  arguments, 
the  force  of  that  which  aroTc  from  the  prefent  critical  (ituation  of  ^ 
the  country,  the  extraordinary  exigencies  which  it  occafioned,  and 
which  the  Bill  now  under  confideration  was  intended  to  meet ;  for 
he  thought  it  neceiTary  firft  to  touch  on  the  nature  of  the  terms  of 
peace  which  we  were  likely  to  hear  propofed  by  the  enemy.  Thefe 
we  might  colledt  from  the  language  they  were  daily  in  the  habit  of 
ufitigy  and  which,  fo  far  from  being  of  a  mild  and  padfic  tone, 
ieemed  to  breathe  nothing  but  our  utter  deftrudion.  They  talked 
of  nothing  but  of  our  tyranny  over  the  feas,  which  at  no  period  ex- 
ited, and  which  they  have  never  been  able  to  prove  ;  they  hcdd 
out  to  their  countrymen  the  example  of  Carthage  with  rqgard  to 
Rome  ;  they  reprefent  us  as  the  Carthaginians,  and  themfelves  as 
the  Romans.  For  their  fafety  they  think  it  neceffary  that  England 
muft  be  expunged  from  the  earth  ;  and  that  they  have  to  avenge  on 
our  heads  whole  ages  of  oppreffion.  Such  is  thdr  avowed  difpo- 
iltion  and  defigns  towards  this  country ;  and  this  difpofition  fo  cx- 
preiTcd  amply  proves  that  the  war  they  wage  againft  England  is,  on 
their  part,  an  internecine  war,  and  not  on  ours*  This  fame  ob- 
jtSt  it  has  long  been  their  ftudy  and  their  ambition  to  aooon^lKb, 
and  in  furtherance  of  that  end  they  endeavour  to  deftroy  the  <M 
cAablifhed  political  fydem  of  Europe,  the  head  and  principal  fop- 
port  of  which  England  has  been  long  both  generally  and  joftiy  re- 
garded. To  difunite  that  fyftcm,  they  have  turned  and  pcnoted  all 
their  political  barteries,  in  order  to  prevent  the  different  European 
powers  from  co-operating  with  us  in  order  to  counteradi  and  crufh 
the  prefent  dcfpotic  and  tyrannous  fyftem  purfucd  by  the  rulers  of 
the  French  Republic. 

The  learned  and  honourable  gentleman  next  proceeded  to  (hew 
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the  ftriking  contraft  between  our  financial  fituation  and  that  of 
France,  and  the  very  different  mode  purfucd  by  the  two  countries, 
in  order  to  maintain  their  refpeflivc  financial  operations. .  No  dc- 
fcription  of  perfons  or  of  property  had  been  fpared  in  France ;  they 
have  feixed  on  ninety  out  of  an  hundred  parts  of  the  landed  property, 
the  proprietors  of  which  they  have  vexed  by  exilci  perfecuiion,  and 
murder :  nor  have  they  been  more  tender  of  mercantile  propertey; 
fer  merchants  and  bankers  they  have  unmercifully  plundered. 
But  notwithftanding  this  immenfe  accumulation  of  plunder  and 
wealth,  they  have  impofed  heavier  taxes  on  land,  and  on  every 
fpecies  of  property,  than  have  ever  been  known  in  this  country* 
They  have  atfo  raifed  heavier  loans,  even  to  the  amount  of  One- 
third  of  the  income  of  individuals ;  and  neverthelefs  this  is  the  wif« 
and  frugal  government  of  France  which  the  honourable  Baronet 
would  hold  out  to  us  as  a  model  of  our  imitation  !  'Would  he  alfo 
have  us  adopt  the  phyiical  force  of  requifition  of  all  ages,  to  which 
have  been  attributed  the  great  victories  obtained  by  the  enemy  1 
To  all  thofe  vidqrtes  he  would  content  himfelf  with  oppoiing  our 
oommercial  profperity,  which,  under  our  prefent  circumflances, 
was  great  beyond  all  example.  The  learned  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  war,  and  the  neceflity  of 
refifting  and  defeating  the  projects  of  aggrandifement  which  the 
French  had  evidently  in  contemplation  to  accomptifh.  He  next 
adverted  to  the  tendency  and  confcquences  of  the  new  meafure  of 
increafed  Affeffment,  and  ^endeavoured  to  prove  the  propriety  of 
not  bearing  too  hard  on  the  Funding  Syftem.— Money  had  loll  its 
level,  and  this  would  continue  unlefs  fomething  was  thrown  out  to 
counteraA  it ;  fome  plan  (hould  therefore  be  adopted  in  order  to 
reduce  the  intereft  on  money,  fo  as  that  government  might  not  be 
obliged  to  give  higher  terms  than  thofe  that  were  given  on  private 
fecurity. 

To  a  meafure  of  this  nature  it  was  at  the  prefent  moment  pecu- 
liarly proper  to  refort,  as  it  would  be  unwife  to  perfevere  in  the 
Funding  Sydcm,  by  which  heavy  additions  mufl  be  made  to  our 
perniancnt  burdens,  and  a  rapid  depreffion  fall  upon  the  Stocks. 
No  folid  arguments  had  been  urged  againft  this  meafure  ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  had  been  faid  that  the  national  debt  of  England  was 
the  powerful  ally  of  France.  Should,  therefore,  fincerc  well-wifhers 
to  the  country  advife  the  increafe  of  that  by  which  the  intereft  of 
the  country  mud  be  injured  ?  In  his  mind,  all  the  arguments  op-* 
pofed  to  it  were  but  random-(hots.  Some  faid  the  poor  would 
fufFer  from  it ;  others,  that  ic  would  prcfs  hard  upon  the  rich  ; 
(Others  agaipi  that  it  would  be  peculiarly  oppreiTive  to  the  middle 
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'  claiTes  of  fociety.     But  this  was  a  mode  of  reafoning  which  ought 
to  be  difcouraged  ;  nor  (hould  one  dafs  of  fociety  be  prompted  to 
inquire  what  this  or  that  other  clafs  could  be(l  afford  to  pay.     The 
landed  property  had  lead  oppofed  the  Bill ;  and«  fince  it  had  re- 
ceived fo  many  material  modifications^  the  country  would  be  dif- 
pofed  to  accede  to  i<  with  unanimity.     The  nccefTity  of  raifing  the 
money  was  generally  admitted ;  and  if  admitted^  it  muft  be  fupplicd 
fomc  way  or  other.  The  learned  gentleman  then  referred  to  iimilar 
meafures  adopted  in  the  reign  of  King  William^  when  few  objeded 
to  them,  and  all  were  unanimous  againft  the  ambition  of  France. 
He  commended  the  new  amendments  that  were  introduced,  as  tend* 
ing  to  impofe  an  increafed  proportion  on  the  rich,  and  thereby  to 
alleviate  the  burdens  that  were  to  fall  on  the  lower  claflcs.     As  to 
the  objedlions  made  againft  the  taking  of  oaths,  he  was  not  a  little 
furprifed  that  they  (hould  come  from  a  profeflTional  gentleman 
(Mr.  Jekyll,}  and  that  he,  or  any  other  gentleman,  (hould  ani- 
madvert on  the  opinions,  whether  moral  or  religious,  entertained 
and  profefTed  by  any  member  of  the  Houfe.     Such  anlmadverfions 
he  could  not  but  look  upon  as  unparliamentary.      But,  to  return  to 
the  general  queilion,  Whether  any  man  was  to  pay  too  little,  or 
more  than  his  neighbour  ?  he  woujd  only  fay,  that  whoever  had  a 
Hake  or  an  intereft  Jn  the  country  fhould  cheerfully  contribute  to- 
wards the  exigencies  of  the  State,  according  to  the  amount  of  that 
ftake  or  intereft  ;  and,  whatever  might  be  the  nature  of  that  ftakc 
or  intereft,  all  (hould  be  unanimous  in  rcfifting  the  declaration  of 
the  French,  who  openly  declare  that  it  (hall  be  their  endeavour  to 
annihilate  our  trade,  and  compel  us  to  pay  the  ranfom  of  the  war. 
To  the  adoption  of  this  rcfolution  we- fhould  be  the  more  readily 
inclined,  if  we  but  attended  to  the  mode  of  taxation  purfued  in 
France,  which  was  in  all  views  far  more  opprefJive  and  burdenfome 
than  that  which  was  now  fo  loudly" inveighed  agaioft.    The  learned 
gentleman  here  entered  into  a  comparative  view  of  the  taxes  impofed 
in  both  countries  ;  and  afked,  if  after  that  view  we  (hould  be  ready 
to  receive  the  French  and  their  kind  offers  of  French  freedom  ? 
He  was  fure  that  on  the  contrary,  the  people  of  England  would 
think  the  prefcnt  contcft  (hould  be  vigoroufly  fupported,  and  that 
without  fuch  a  vigorous  fupport  they  muft  forfeit  the  dignity,  the 
intereft,  the  power,  and  the  greatncfs  of  their  native  Country.    To 
this  cffcA  it  was  neceffary  to  carry  on  an  offenfive  as  well  as  a  de- 
fend ve  war,  and  to  let  loofe  that  arm  of  our  power  which  was  too 
long  kept  tied  up.     If  this  other  branch  of  our  ftrength  was  power- 
fully ^o  co-cpcrnte  with  our  navy,  then  indeed  we  miglit  fafely  dcrido 
and  hzlRc  all  the  projeds  of  invafion  fo  proudly  meditated  by  the 
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enemy.  After  muftratlng  bis  aigumexits  and  references  to  thc^ 
hifloiy  of  Carthage  and  of  Rome,  as  applicable  to  the  prefent  fitua- 
cicffi  of  thi«»  country  and  of  France,  the  learned  gentlenrian  vindi- 
cated an  (pinion  which  he  had  thrown  out  in  a  former  debate  re- 
ipedii^  the  continuance  of  the  war ;  and  (aid,  that  w.erc  it  to  be  a 
war  of  fifty  years  infiead  of  fifteen,  the  country  would  have  fufS- 
cienc  ipirit  and  refoliition  to  carry  it  on  until  they  could  obtain  a  f^fe 
and  honourable  peace.  He  then  concluded  by  approving  the  rnea,- 
fure  before  the  Houfe,  as  a  meafure  both  wife  s^nd  expedient,  and 
as  one  that  was  at  the  prefent  moment  neceflary  to  the  exi(^ence,  to 
the  honour,  and  the  fafety  of  the  countxy. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  and  Dn  LAURENCE  fpokc  ia 
explanation. 

Mr.  COURTENEY  could  not  approve  of  the  coarfe  invedivc 
with  which  the  French  Government,  and  all  their  meafures,  were 
treated  by  the  learned  gentleman.  Such  language  was  more  be^ 
coming  the  poifTardes  of  Paris  than  the  dignity  of  that  Houfe ;  and 
he  was  forry  to  fee  it  perlifted  in  by  thofe  on  whom  a  great  man 
(Mr.  Burke}  feemed  to  have  thrown  the  mantle  of  Chriflian  perfe- 
cudon,  but  who  did  not  appear  to  have  imparted  *to  his  difciples 
one  fpark  of  his  genius ;  nor  was  there  more  force  in  the  learned 
gentleman's  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  than  there  was  libe* 
rality  in  his  language.  He  confcfled  that  it  afFeded  the  rich,  the 
poor,  and  the  middle  clafles  of  focietv,  and  by  this  confcfllon  he 
muft  admit  that  all  defcriptions  of  perfons  were  unanimous  in 
reiHnobaring  it.  The  learned  gentleman  feemed  alfo  defirous  to 
prepare  tranfports  and  every  necelTary,  again  to  march  to  Paris  under 
the  command  of  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkeibury),  and  to  renew  the 
triumphs  of  our  Henries  and  our  Edwards.  His  language  was 
glowing  and  warlike.     His  objeA  was— - 

Are  ciere  Viros,  Marteraque  accendere  Cantu. 

The  BUI  now  fo  highly  approved  of  by  the  learned  gentleman, 
was  however  as  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  Court  of  Aldermen, 
who  were  uniformly  in  the  habit  of  fupporting  the  adminidration 
of  the  ri^t  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) ;  but  how  to  account 
for  this  oppofition  on  their  part,  he  was  fomewhat  at  a  lofs,  unlefs 
he  muft  regard  it  as  an  unpremeditated  effufion  of  Engli(h  integrity. 
The  learned  gentleman  alfo  denies  that  we  have  ever  a^ed  tyran- 
nically at  (ea,  and  aficrts  that  no  nation  ever  wielded  the  trident 
with  more  tendemefs  and  moderation  than  England.  He  would 
only  aik  him  then,  was  this  moderation  and  tendemeis  exemplified 
in  our  condu£l  towards  Denmark  and  Sweden  1  And  why  two  mil- 

Vot.  IV.  4  B 


554  PARLlAMENfARY  [Common*. 

lions  had  been  voted  as  an  indemnity  for  the  (hips  ia«  had  taken 
from  thbfc  powers.  Was  not  this  on  our  part  a  Con^cfCion  of  pi- 
racy ?  He  would  not  follow  the  learned'^gentlcman  tnt«<ic  pompous- 
account  which  he  ttideavodred  tor  give  of  the  flourtlhing  ftatc  of  our 
commcfcci  nor  into  the  proofs  of  our  national  profpcrity  which  he 
derived  from  the  incrcafc  of  the  national  debt.  Jf  the  tax  which 
he  fupported  was  right  and  juft,  why  not  let  its  merit  ftand  on  its 
"own  principle,  and  not  fupport  it  on  French  examples  ?  If  any  thing 
in  the  meafures  tjf  the  right  honourable  gentleman  could  -terrify 
Yr^nCe,  it  was  undoubtedly  the  power  which  he  (hewed  to  be  pof- 
fcfTecU^y  the  Crown,  in  levying  a  tax  againft  the  will  of  the  Engli(h 
^>cop1e,  and  by  proving  that  the  energy  of  the  EngH(h  Government 
was  armed  with  the  force  of  a  Roberfjpierre,  and  that  it  was  in  vain 
for  them  to  war  againft  the  people  of  En|land,  who  were  thus  at 
the  'difpofal,  and  obedient  to  the  nod  of  their  rulers.  In  this,  in- 
deed, there  was  fomething  to  alarm  France.  As  to '  the  tax,  he 
thought  its  principle  was  neither  juft  nor  equitable.  It  would  bear 
hard  on  all  clalTes  of  the  community,  and  it  could  not  be  raifed 
unlcfs  it  was  to  be  enforced  by  military  power.  . 
"  Mr,  BRYAN  EDWARDS  did  not  now  intend  to  go  at  large 
into  his  objeflions  againft  the  bill.  He  rofc  principally  to  obfcrve 
that  the  will  of  the  people  was  decidedly  againft  the  meafure,  and 
he  could  not  fee  how  Parliament  could  be  fuppofcd  to  reprefent  the 
people  while  it  difoheyed  their  inftruftions. ,  An  honourable  Mem- 
ber (Mr.  Rofc,  juh  )  confefTcd  that  he  had  been  inftrufted  by  his 
(Cbnftituents  to  vote  againft  the  bill ;  but  that  he  would  not  obey 
their  inftrucHions,  becaufc  the  meeting  held  at  Southampton,  for 
the  pur|)ofe  of  taking  the  tcndcmty  of  that  bill  hito  cr)n(ideration, 
u*as  principally  compofcd  of  pcrfons  of  a  political  complexion,  not 
favourable  to  his  political  ideas. 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  B.  Edwards  f;|id,  he  had  attended,  and 
that  if  refpeft  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  fortune,  rank,  and  talents, 
tii^t  meeting  was  compofed  of  the  moft  refpcclablc  perfons  in  that 
town  ;  and  not  only  did  they  difapprove  of  the  bill,  but  they  alfo 
moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  tlv)fe  gentlemen  who  had  oppofed  it 
in  the  Iloufe  of /ComnfKjns.  It  was  a  meafure  which,  in  their 
minds,  created  apprehenfion  and  difmay  ;  they  conceived  it  to  be 
deftrudtivc  to  property,  and  to  every  thing  that  tended  to  make  trade 
and  commerce  profpcr.  I'hat  it  would  be' attended  withthefe  mif- 
chlevous  confequences  was  univerfally  felt,  and  therefore  it  was 
univcrfally  oppofed.  Neither  could  he  refrain  from  condemfning 
the  irivedlives  that  were  heaped  on  the  frantic  and  intemperate  lan- 
g.age  faid  to  he  ufcJ  by  t^  French  Government  towards  this  coun-> 
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trj.  Hd'had  in  his  pdcket  papers  containing, reflexions  and  ex-* 
preflions  no  lefs  virulent  againd  France  —They  were  uttered  againft 
that  country  before  the  murder  of  their  King,  by  a  gentleman  vihofe* 
name  and  writings  .muft  live  as  long  as  the  annals  of  England  (hall 
remain. — What  were  the  exprcffions  of  this  diftinguifhed  man  (Mr^ 
Burke)  when  fpeaking  of  that  country  ? — "  If  ever,"  fays  he  "  we 
enter  into  that  country,  we  muft  enter  into  it  as  into  a  country  o£ 
aiiaflins,  with  whom  no -modified  hoRility  is  to  be  waged ,  and 
where  all  that  is  not  battle  muft  be  military  execution,"  The.  fame 
or  ftill  more  intemperate  language  was  ufed  by  our  Minifter.at 
Genoa  in  fJOi*  That  city  wifhed  to  obfcrve  a  ftridt  neutrality; 
but  we  would  not  permit  it.  In  adopting  this  afperity  of  language, 
we  are  the  more  blameable,  becaufe  we  began  it,  ^nd  the  French 
now  only  retaliating,  or  following  our  example.  As  to  the  mea«> ' 
fure  now  under  conGderation,  he'  muft  give  it  his  mod  decided  ne*  , 
gative.  Its  principle  was  pregnant  with  tnifchicf,  and  could  not 
be  amended;  and  in  his  opinion  it  would  breed  difcontents  that 
would  (hake  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

Mr.  W.  SMITH  oppofed  it,  as  tending  to  entruft  extraordinary 
rdburces  to  the  hands  of  thofe  Minifters  whofe  uniform  condufSf 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  proved  them  utterly  incapable  of  cf-t 
fedually  applying  them  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  inten- 
ded. Not  even  our  naval  vidories  would  he  allow  to  be  attribu* 
ted  to  the.exertions  of  Adminiftration  :  for  they  often  left  our  naval 
commanders  on  the  enemy's  coaft  with  an  inferior  force. .  Their 
ignorance  and  incapacity  he  alfo  exemplified  in  their  attempts  at 
forming  a  confederacy  againft  the  French,  and  their  inability  in 
keeping  it  together  after  it  was  formed.  He  alfo  reprobated  their 
conduct  in  the  expeditions  planned  againft  the  French  Weft-India 
iflands,  and  againft  France  itfclf,  all  which  coft  an  enormous  e^- 
pencc  both  of  blood  and  treafure.  The  evils  they  have  drawn 
on  us  are  fuch  that  our  very  enemies  cannot  wiA  us  greater.  As 
to  the  meafureiiow  propoTed  by  them,  he  would  only  fay,  that  it 
added  injury  to  irifvilt,  aqd  as  fuch  he  would  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  ROSE,  jun.  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation,  refpcfling 
the  perfons  who  a)mpored  the  meeting  at  Southampton. 

Lord  HAWKESBURY  faid,  that  the  honourable  gentleman, 
when  he  faid  that  the  power  of  France  had  not  been  diminifhed 
by  the  war,  did  not  feem  to  have  attended  fufliciently  either  to  tho 
nature  of  the  war,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  was  carried  on.  There 
were  two  views  in  which  it  was  to  be  confidercd,  cither  as  a  naval 
war,  carried  on  by  this  country,  or  a  continental  war,  in  which 
Great  Britain  formed  one  of  an  extenfive  confederacy.     With  re- 
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their  admirers.— Among  the  number  -  of  fuch '  admiiSers,  he  muft 
Include  the  worthy  Alderman  (Luihingfoh)»  "who  had  fpoken  hft 
night  in  commendation  of  Adminiftration,  and  wbofe  commenda- 
tion reminded  him  of  the  ftory  of  a  Scotch  doSor,  Who>  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  Firft,  walked  in  the  ftreets,  preceded  by  a 
black  boy,  calling  out,  ^^  This  is  the  mod  famous  doSor,  who 
cures  all  chronical  diforders  :"  on  which  die  doctor  obferved,  *'  the 
boy  is  perfe6Uy  right."  To  the  obfervation  of  the  honourable 
gentlemen  (Dr.  Lawrence)  who,  on  the  preceding  night,  had  enter- 
ed into  the  hiftory  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  he  had  only  to  add, 
that  this  country  was  in  that  fituation  in  which  Rome  was  defcribed 
to  be  by  Cicero,  in  his  letters  to  Atticus,  where  he  fays,  Fereth- 
dum  nan  probandum  ^.— We  were  now  in  the  condition  in  whidi 
wc^mud  hear  what  we  could  not  help.  ,  ' 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE. — Having  ftated  my  fentiments  very  much 
at  length,  when  the  refolutions,  which  are  the  ground- work  of  this 
bill|  were  introduced  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  (haH 
pot  long  trefspafs  upon  the  time  of  the  Houfe.  I  rife,  Sir,  merely 
for  the  purpofe  of  declaring  that  my  opinion  of  this  bill  remains 
unchanged  by  any  of  the  modifications  which  it  has  undergone. 
My  ftrongefl  objefiions  ever  were  againd  the  principles  on  which 
it  is  founded. 

The  only  juAifiable  mode  of  taxation,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is 
this — Let  the  Government  of  a  country,  according  to  the-  fenfe  it 
entertains  of  the  circumftances  or  exigency^  in  which  that  country 
is  placed,  impofe  a  tax  upon  houfes,  horfes,  carriages,  or^  any 
other  articles  whatfoever ;  but  let  it  never  interfere  with,  or  ob- 
Ara£i  the  exercife  of,  the  right  of  the  individual,  to  fubjed  him- 
felf  to  that  (hare  of  the  burden,  which,  in  his  own  judgement, 
his  fortune  and  condition  in  life  will  allow.  But  this  bill  takes 
away  all  difcretion,  all  option  whatfoever ;  and  the  fame  power 
which  thus  feizes  upon  the  tenth  of  my  income,  may^  hereafter, 
feixe  upon  the^  fifth  or  fourth  part,  or  even  that  capital  from  which 
my  income  is  derived*  If,  Sir,  this  bill  (hould  pafs,  (and  that  it 
will,  cannot  be  matter  of  doubt;  all  the  property  of  the  kingdom 
is  virtually  transferred  into  the  hands  of  the  Minifter  of  the  Crown. 
Did  gentlemen  Qonfider  that  I  am  now  pleading  the  caufe  of  private 
property  againft  a  moft  unwarrantable  a<5l  of  Government,  they 
would  not  furely  lend  the  leaA  countenance  to  fo  arbitrary  a  pro* 
ceeding.  That  His  Majefty  s  Miniilers  fliould  thus  endeavour  to 
make  thcmfelvcs  maftcrs  of  all  the  property  in  the  country,  doei 
not  affed  me  with  furprize.  The  attempt  is  quite  in  unifon  witl^ 
their  favoure  dodlrinc,  that  the   right  of  private  property  is  not 
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(honger  than  the  right  by*which  they  hold  the  emoluments  of  of* 
ficc.  Thus  to  weaken  the  right  of  private  property,  by  reducing 
it  to  the  level  of  the  precarious  tenure  upon  which  they  enjoy  their 
falaries,  is  to  undermine  the  foundation  of  thofe  pillars,  of  which 
they  boaft  themfelves  to  be  the  moft  zealous  fupporters.  Is  it  a 
wonder  then,  that  they  (hoidd  commit  this  flagrant  violation  upon 
the  property  of  the  fubjedl  ?  Indeed,  Sir,  thcyfccm  to  tread  hR 
m  the  fteps  of  thofe  French  legiflators,  whofe  conduct  they  hav« 
(6  often  and  fo  loudly  condemned  and  reprobated.  The  inviolabi- 
lity of  public  credit  and  private  property  is  the  great  cement  of  ci- 
vilized fociety.  By  their  aflignats  ;lnd  their  requifitions,  the  French 
legiflators  violated  both.  Have  not  His  M^jefty's  Mtnifters  co- 
pied their  criminal  example,  by  depriving  the  Bank  of  England 
notes  of  its  convertibility  into  fpecie,  and  by  the  prefent  forced  con- 
tribution, a  contribution  more  fevere  than  any  which  Roberfpierre 
•himfelf  extorted  from  his  unhappy  country.  Roberfpierre  only 
faid— I  muft  have  your  tenth  horfe,  or  your  tenth  waggon,  but 
•how  do  our  Miniftcrsuaft  ?  They  raife  fuch  levies  up6n  the  fubjed, 
'that  he  would  gladly  let  his  houfe  without  rent,  or  make  a  prefent 
of  his  horfe  and  carriage  to  any  perfon  who^ould  undertake  to  pay 
the  taxes  demanded  upon  thefe  articles,  but  he  can  find  no  one  ia» 
clined  to  accept  his  offer  upon  fuch  hard  conditions. 
*  Another  objedtion  to  this  bill,  is  the  principle  upon  which  each 
man's  proportion  of  the  prefent  demand  is  to  be  regulated.  The 
objedl  of  the  Minifter  is  to  raife  a  conti'ibution  proportioned  to  the 
wealth  and  power  of  each  individual ;  and  to  fettle  thofe  propor- 
tions, he  has  recourfe  to  the  laft  returo  of  the  afTeffed  taxes,  which, 
ip  his  judgement,  is  a  criterion  of  income^  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  let  me  o)>ferve,  Sir,  here  adopts  two  pofitions, 
both  of  which  are  eafily  refuted.  He  affumes  that  the  laft  return 
of  the  afTeflcd  taxes  is  a  criterion  of  income,  and  that  income  is 
a  criterion  of  property.  How,  Sir,  can  you  difcovcr  the*  income 
of  the  individual  from  his  laft,  or  indeed  from  any,  payment  ta 
the  afTeilcd  taxes  r  I  diflike  to  repeat  the  arguments  which  I  have 
before  ufed,  or  which  may  have  been  more  forcibly  urged  by  others. 
But  is  it  not  obvious  to  every  gentleman,  that  many  indulge  in 
that  fpecies  of  expence,  which,  fubjeds  them  to  the  aflfefled  taxes, 
whtlfl  others,  who  have  a  much  larger  income,  pay  but  little  to 
them  i  And  is  it  not  indifputattle,  that  fome  perfons  in  trade, 
whether  from  the  extent  of  the  buildings,  or  from  the  particular 
fituatioa  which  their  bufinefs  may  require,  are  under  the  neceflity 
of  paying  a  greater  proportion  of  aflfcfTed  taxes  than  others,  whofe 
^nercantile  gains  arc  far  more  confiderablc  ?  As  to  the  idea  that 
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income  it  a  criterion  of  property,  or  of  tfie  nsfpedive  powers  of 
cad^  man  to  contribute,  how  "is  this  to  be  maintained  ?    Is  the 
snmiitaot  for  life,  as  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  W.  Smith)  well 
obferved  laft  night,  a  maft  of  equal  property  with  him,  who  has 
the  fame  income  in  fee  i  Or  will  it  be  pretended  ^hat  the  tenant 
ferlifey  who  cannot  tranfmit  his  eOate  to  his  children,  is  a  man 
of  ,equal  property,  of  equal  power  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of 
the  State^  with  him  whofe  lands  are  defcendablc  to  his  pollerity  i 
Again  let  me  alk*  b  the  perfon,  who  has  an  income  ariAi^  from 
the  (hort  annuities,  with  no  more  than  him,  who  has  the  fame 
amount  accruing  from  the  long  annuities  ?  The  former,  I  need  . 
not  fay,  are  expirable  at  ten,  the  latter  at  the  more  dUlant  period 
of  fixty  years.     None  I  think  wiU  be  foabCurd  or  hardy  as  to  aiw 
fwer  thefe  queftions  tn  the  affirmative  ? 

But  whatever  inequalities  or  hardlhips-  may  arife  foom  efiiona- 
ting  a  man's  ability  to  pay  taxes  by  the  rule  of  his  expenditure, 
they  aie  all  fmoofiied,  we  are  told,  by  the  Chaocdlor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer ;  all  fwept  away  by  the  declaration,  which  affords  redrcfr 
to  each  individual  grievance.  But  what  is  this  declaration  or  oath* 
entitling  him  who  can  comply  with  it,  to  total  eremption  in  fome 
«/ea,  and  in  others  to  fuch  an  abatement  of  the  contribution,  av 
reduces  it  to  the  tenth  of  his  annual  income?  I  will  look  into  your 
circumftanccs,  fays  the  finance- minifier,  I  will  make  myfclf  tho^ 
-foughly  acquainted  with  your  condition,  that  I  may  determine  whft* 
-thcr  you  be  or  be  not  equal  to  the  payment  of  this  exadiocu 
What  is  this  but  to  ere^  an  inquifitorial  power,  abfolutely  repug- 
nant to  the  principles  of  a  free  conftitution  r  Beiides,  Sir,  what 
will  be  the  cffeSt  of  this  declaration?  The  confcientious  cradefman 
cannot  avail  hlmfelf  of  the  propofcd  abatement,  becs^ufe  he  knows 
that  he  can  never  fpeak  with  certainty  of  an  income  dependent  upon 
hook  debts,  which  may  be  good  or  bad  ;  but  if  we  fuppofc  that  he 
could  exadiy  afcertain  his  net  annual  returns,  he  would  never,  as 
I  obferved  upon  a  former  night,  folicit  to  be  eafed  from  a  demand 
by  a  difclofure  of  his  afFiirs>  which  mud  impair  his  credit,  and 
flventualty  deftroy  the  fubfiftcnce  and  hopes  of  himfclf  .and  family. 
But  the  wicked  and  unprincipled  of  every  clafs,  if  it  be  confident 
wiA  their  interci>,  will  not  fcruplc  to  make  a  falfe  declaration,  or 
takdafalfe  oath.  Thus  the  virtuous  only  will  bear  the  burden  of 
the  contribution— -at  the  fame  tline  perjury  will  be  «iuiti]^ied,  in^ 
morality  will  abound,  the  nation  will  each  day  grow  nnore  and  more 
depraved,  and  the  bands  of  general  confidence  and  civil  fociety 
will  fioally  be  torn  afundcr. 

Upon  tl^cff*  ground*:.  Sir,  I  obje^i  Co  this  bill,  notwichftaodiDf 
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all  the  snodiliealions  t^hich  have  been  Huute  in  It.  I  objedl  to  it^ 
becaule  ir  attacks  the  facred  right  of  private  property,  becaufe  if 
iMikes  payment  to  the  afield  taxes  a  proof  of  wealth,  aod  (Mr 
caufe  the  very  remedy,  Mrhich  it  propofes,  is  pernicious  in  its  ef* 
feAs  and  repugnant  to  every  tarional  idea  of  liberty. 

But  although  no  modifidatbns.  Sir,  can  render  this  bill  agree* 
able  to  my  palate,  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  comment  upon  th^ 
•bjed  of  thofe  which  have  been  introduced  by  the  Committee^ 
The  evident  defign  of  the  Committee  is  to  grant  indulgence  and 
rclkf  to  the  lower  dafies,  and  to  raife  the  fcale  upon  the  higher« 
But,  however  they  may  guard  the  inferior  orders  of  men  againfl; 
the  diH&,  they  cannot  protedl  them  from  the  indirect  operation  of 
this  heavy  oontribution«     They  cannot  force  fo  laige  a  fum   of 
money  firom  the  pockets,  even  of  the  mod  opulent,  without  occa^ 
iioning  them  to  make  retrenchments  in  their  expenditure,  Mhicb 
muft  neceffatily  and   materially  afFed  the  tradefman,  and  obligo 
him  to  di (charge,  fome  at  leaft,  of  his  workmen,  who  will  bp- 
eome  a  burden  upon  the  parifli.    Thus  the  poor-rates  will  increafe, 
at  the  very  time  that  the  means  of  fupplying  them  decreafe.     Aa 
to  advancing  the  fcale  upon  the  rich,  this  is  only  objeflionablei  in 
as  much  as  it  is  not  raifed  high  enough  to  be  juft  and  equita]ble«» 
It  bears-  no  proportion  to  the  weight  which  falls  upon  the  middling 
ranks.     They  mud  always  pay  d  tenth  of  their  income,  and  in 
many  cafes;  more ;  for,  if  engaged  in  trade,  they  will  feek  no 
abatement  upon  the  terms  of  the  declaration:    while  the  verjf 
wealthy,  notwithftanding  the  additional  rate  impofed  upon  them  by 
the  Committee,  will  not  contribute,  perhaps,  a  twentieth  of  hta 
annoal  revenue.     This  favor  to  the  rich.  Sir,  is  too  common  in 
the  hiftory  of  our  taxation.     Do  not  moft  of  our  taxes  bear  harder 
upon  the  middling,  than  upon  the  higher  orders?  A  gentleman 
of  immenfe  fortune,  who  pofleiTes  four  houfes,  between  which  he 
divides  his  time,  is  fubjedl  to  the  tax  on  houfe-rent  for  no  more 
than  two :  but  why  (hould  not  he  pay  for  the^  whole  four,  as  well 
as  the  man  who  can  afibrd  to  have  but  one,  pay  for  his  one  ?  The 
opulent  proprietor  of  a  large  and  fumptuous  manfion,  is  not  rated 
for  the  windows  exceeding  a  certain  number :  but  why  (hould  not 
he  pay  for  every  fingle  window  in  his  habitati<^,  as  well  as  tho 
man,  whofe  drcuinftanees  compel  him  to  refide  in  a  hoyfe  of  mode* 
latefixef 

You  mnft  have  perceived.  Sir,  that  I  have  avoided  to  fpeak  of 
any  particular  ctaufes.  The  reafpn  is,  that  my  objedions  of  a  ge« 
neral  nature  are  fuiBciently  firong  to  determine  me  to  vote  agaiaft 
fhe  tUrd  reading  of  this  1^.    But  there  is  one  daufe  fo  egre^oully 
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bad,  that  I  (hould  not  ftand  ejccufed  in  my  own  mind,  if  I  failed 
to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  towards  it :  I  mean  the  daufe, 
which  renders  pari(hes  anfwerable  for  the  additional  rates  widi 
which  they  are  charged,  how^ever  defedive  the  collediion  may  prove. 
J  know  it  will  be  faid,  that  this  claufe  is  copied  from  the  land-tax 
a£t ;  but  there  is  no  analogy  between  the  two  cafes.  The  fum 
raifod  by  the  land-tax  is  fmall,  compared  with  the  levy  now  propo- 
fed,  and  the  land  is  a  fecurity  for  all  lolTes.  But  the  amount  to 
be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  bill,  is  large,  and  there  muft  be  con- 
siderable deficiencies  in  the  colledlion,  ariiing  from  a  tonl  inability 
in  great  numbers  to  difcharge,  in  any  (hape  whatfoever,  their  (hare 
of  the  affcffment.  If  then  thofe  who  can  pay,  muft  not  only  pay 
for  thcmfelves,  but  for  thofe  who  cannot,  how  heavy  muft  be  the 
preffure  upon  their  (boulders !  Really,  Sir,-  this  claufe  reminds  mc 
of  the  pra6}ice  of  Buonaparte  in  levying  contributions  upon  the  ter- 
ritories he  had  conquered.  I  muft  have,  fays  he  to  the  magiftrates, 
fuch  a  fum  for  the  fuftedance  of  my  troops.  You  muft  pay  it  down 
immediately.  How,  or  by  what  means,  it  is  to  be  raifed  among 
the  inhabitants  is  your  concern,  not  mine.  ^ 

Biit  notwithftanding  the  many  powerful  arguments  againft  diis 
bill,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Minifter  .will  perfevere,  fo  bent  is 
he  upon  the  accomplifhmcnt  of  his  deftruftive  projcd.  The 
profpedt  of  what  ^  muft  unavoidably  follow,  is  dreadflil.  If  any 
good  be  derived  to  a  country,  from  gentlemen  who  have  from  500I. 
to  I  cool,  a  year,  refiding  upon  their  eft^tes,  employing  the  labou- 
rers of  the  neighbourhood,  .and  affording  occafional  afliftance  to 
the  aged  and  the  infirm,  that  good  muft  be  entirely  deftroycd. 
Many,  very  many,  country  gentlemen  arc,  to  my  knowledge, 
preparing  to  quit  the  rural  manfion  of  their  anceftors,  and  to  re- 
.fort  to  towns  from  motives  of  frugality,  that  they  may  not  be 
Ci^ftied  by  the  fcvcrc  operation  of  this  bill.  A  gentleman  in  Wilt- 
fliire  has  abfolutely  advertifed  his  country  feat  to  be  let,  rent  free, 
€0  any  perfon  who  will  undertake  to  pay  the  afleflfcd  taxes.  As  to 
mechanics,  iind  the  whole  defcription  of  inferior  tradefmen,  they 
muft  fbon  be  reduced  to  beggary. 

L^t  mc  now.  Sir,  fay  a  few  words  upon  the  influence  which 
this  bill  muft  have  upon  the  revenue.  When  I  laft  addrefled  the 
Houfe  upon  this  fubje£t,  I  pointed  out  how  the  univerfal  fpirit  of 
economy,  which  muft  neceflarily  be  introduced  by  fo  large  an  ex- 
adion,  would  occafton  a  great  decreafe  in  the  produce  of  the  new 
taxes.  I  beg  now  to  remark,  upon  the  tScA  of  one  claufe  in  par- 
ticular, againft  the  fairnefs  of  which  I  do  not,  however,  mean  to 
Qbjeft,     I  animadvert  upon  it  in  no  other  light|  than  as  it  afiefis 
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the  receipts  of  the  revenue.  Thofe  who  remove  firom  their  hou- 
fesy  to  others  which  have  been  before  inhabited,  <'  ceafe  to  be  liable 
to  the  afTeirment  made  by  virtue  of  this  acA,  (b  far  as  relates  to 
the  amount  of  the  duties  in  refpeA  of  the  d^ oiling- houfes  they 
have  quitted,  but  are  to  be  charged  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or 
duty,  in  refpcfl  of  the  other  dwelling-houfcs  which  they  may  oc- 
cupy, at  any  time,  after  fuch  rcny)val."  As  a  mode  of  retrench- 
ment, how  many  will  exchange  a  houfe  of  high,  for  one  of  lower, 
rent !  Whole  rows  of  houfes'will  lie  untenanted,  and  thus  the  re- 
fpefiive  amounts  of  the  old  duty,  the  window  duty,  the  com- 
mutation duty,  and  the  feveral  per  cents.,  will  be  loft  to  the  re- 
venue. 

I  am  happy.  Sir,  in  having  had  a  fecond  opportunity  of  ex- 
prefling  my  decided  difapprobation  of  this  bill.  I  deplore  the  dif- 
trefs  and  poverty  which  it  cannot  fail  to  produce ;  but  I  wa(h  my 
hands  of  this  bufine(^.  Let  the  guilt  lie  at  the  door  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters,  who  have  brought  the  nation  into  a  moft  perilous 
crifis,  from  which  they  are  now,  in  vain,  endeavouring  to  entricate 
it,  by  a  tyrannical,  unjuft,  oppreflfive,  and  inefficient  plan  of  fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  SHAW  LEFEVRE.  fpoke  In  favour  of  the  bill :  he  faid, 
he  hoped  that  gentlemen  of  property  would  ftep  forward,  and  fecond 
the  operation  of  the  prefent  meafure  by  voluntary  contributions,  and 
that  a  bill  for  that  purpofe  would  be  brought  into  the  Houfe.  He 
then  quoted  a  paflage  from  Smollet's  Hiftgry  of  England,  relative  to 
the  contributions  of  the  merchants,  made  in  fupport  of  Government 
in  1745. 

Sir  ALAN  GARDNER  had  no  helitation  in  declaring,  and 
upon  his  confcience  he  thought  that  he  was  correctly  doing  his  duty 
towards  his  country  at  large,  and  that  he  was  confulting  the  interefts 
of  his  conftituents,  in  fupporting  the  onlly  meafure  which  he  had 
heard  propofed  for  providing  the  neceflary  fum  to  anfwer  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  State,  in  their  oppofition  to  our  prefent  moft  impla^- 
cable  enemy. 

Mr.  PERCEVAL  faid,  that  all  thofe  who  fpoke  againft  the  pre- 
lent  meafure  had  carefully  avoided  fpeaking  of  thofe  circumftances 
in  which  the  country  muft  be  placed,  (hould  it  negledl  to  adopt  it. 
An  honourable  gentleman  who  had  fpoken  that  night  (Mr.  Hob- 
houfe),  had  faid,  he  was  pleading  the  caufe  of  property ;  but  Mr. 
Perceval  faid  that  he  confidered  himfelf  as  particularly  the  advo- 
cate for  property,  when  he  was  fupporting  'the  meafure  which  was  to 
proted  it.  A  learned  friend  of  his  had  lad  night  oppofed  the  mea- 
fure^ as  alienating  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country,  and  de« 
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privity  it,  at  this  period,  confeflfedly  cridcalj  of  the  fpirit  of  unani* 
snity  ;  but  did  not  that  honourable  gentleman  do  this  more  cfivc- 
tually  by  his  arguments  than  ooul  J  be  dohe  by  the  l^ill ;  and  did  he 
tiot  touch  on  thofe  topics  wlnti  were  leaft  likely  to  conduce  to  that 
unanimity  I     An  honoural.le  Baronet  (Sir  F.  Burdctt),  had  told  the 
Houfe,  that  he  took  that  occafion  of  (lacing  to  ir  what  was  his-  opi*^ 
Tiion  of  the  prefcnt  war,  becaufe  he  had  had  no  other  opportunity  ; 
how  this  had  happened  he  could  not  fay,  but  he  was  fare  that  if  the 
honourable  Baronet  had  attended  in  his  place  during  that  feOIoii,  in 
ti^hieh  the  fuhjcd  of  the  war  had  been  fo  fully  difcufled,  he  would 
tH>t  have  bad  any  reafon*  to  complain  of  want  of  opportunity :  the 
honourable  Baronet  objeAcd  to  the  prefent  mcafure,  not  ib  much 
tin  account  of  the  preiTure  of  it,  as  on  account  of  the  application  of 
the  money  to  be  raifed  by  it ;  and  the  application  he  complained  of 
ivas,  that  which  enabled  Minifters  to  carry  on  a  war  againft  liberty. 
If  the  prefent  war  was  a  war  againR  liberty,  jf  was  that  fpccies  of 
.  liberty  againft  which,  he  trufted,  we  (hould  ever  bear  arms — it  was 
egainft  the  importation  of  French  liberty  into  England.     He  begged 
the  Houfe  to  take  notice  at  what  period  this  obiervation  was  made ; 
it  was  made  when  the  French  army  of  Bngltmd  was  embodied,  when 
preparations  were  making  for  the  invafion  of  this  country  by  an 
army,  bringing  with  it  in  its  train,  all  the  ri^n  of  French  reform 
•nd  of  French  principles  ;  yet  this  was  the  time  chofen  for  declar 
'inatiori  againft  the  continuation  of  the  war,  which  we  were  alfo  rokJ 
'by  the  fame  authority,  was  continued  from  an  apprehenfion  that 
fuch  a  form  of  Government  would  arife  in  France,  as,  by  the  con- 
trait,  (hould  render  Englilhmen  diflatisfied  with  Jthat  under  which 
they  lived. 

Mr.  STURT  called  Mr.  Perceval  to  order,  on  the  principle 
that  Sir  Frances  Burdctt,  nor  .being  prefent,  could  not  give  to  the 
particular  exprcffions  to  wliich  the  honourable  gentleman  objeAed, 
that  explanation  which  fliould  convey  to  the  Houfc  his  own  feiife 
pf  them. 

Mr.  Perceval  continue  f^  :-hc  faid,  that  he  did  not  ccn0der  hhn- 
felf  as  bouivl  re  luipcnd  his  obfervations  till  the  honourably  Baro- 
net returned,  which  might  not  be  till  the  next  feflion,  or  not  pcf- 
haps  till  he  had  receivecf  the  inflruflions,  not  only  of  bis  own  con* 
-ilituents  but  thofe  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  The  honourable 
Baronet  had  {l\:cd,  that  he  was  apprehenfive  of  an  economic  Govcm- 
tncnt  aril.nvr  in  France,  leaft  it  might  produce  in  fhia  cotintfy  hs 
did  ot  know  what.  Lot  the  honourable  gentleman  had  not  cer- 
tain!, f  ucU  .i£|ht  ro  be  angry  on  this  fubjed,  when  he  itooUedcd, 
ihit  ifvhile  the  proN'ifion.jy  GovprnmcDt  of  Fnnc^  txi|leda  >Ad 


|ak.  4.J  DEBATES.  S^S 

while  the  fyilem  was  yet  in  theory*  and  before  its  praSical  oonfe- 
qtienccs  were  difcovered,  we  were  at  peace  with  France. 

When  he  faw  thofe  gentlemen  who  had  now  returned  to  theic 
feats,  abfent  themfelves  from  the  Houfe,  he  had  at  flrft  fuppofcd  they  - 
did  fo  led  they  (hould  dtfturb  the  unanimity  of  the  Houfe.  When 
he  had  conceived  their  motives  to  be  fuch,  he  felt  aftonifticd  at, fee*' 
ing  them  return  to  give  a  diflenting  vote  on  the  prefent  meafure* 
The  right  honourable  gentleman  oppoiite  to  him  had,  however,  un- 
deceived  him  as  to  the  motives  of  his  feceflion  ;  he  had  told  the 
Houfe,  that  he  did  not  hope  for  a  remedy  of  the  evils  of  which  he 
complained  from  thofe  within,  but  from  thofe  ni-ithout  the  walk  of 
the  Houfe ;  he  had  left  the  Houfe  from  an  apprehcniion  that  the 
people  might,  by  his  attendance,  be  deceived  into  an  idea  that  there 
fubfiftcd  any  thing  like  a  reprefentation  of  them  in  that  Houfe.  The 
honourable  gentleman  had,  however,  failed  in  fupporting  his 
charge :  the  people  would  fee  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Houfe, 
which  he  aflertcd  had  no  fympathy  wkh  them,  attended  to  their 
duty  ;  and  if  reform  was  neceflary,  it  was  rendered  fo  by  the  condud 
of  thofe  who  were  mod  clamorous  for  it. 

After  thefe  obfervations  on  the  pradlice  of  thofe  gentlemen  who 
appeared  fo  defirous  of  unanimity,  he  (hould  now  proceed  to  difcu& 
^e  ground-work  of  the  prefent  meafure ;  in  doing  which  the  gentle^- 
fnen-oppofite  had  negledled  to  conlider  the  (ituation  of  the  country 
at  the  time  when  it  was  propofed.  It  was  the  urgency  of  the  times 
which  oiHiAituted  a  leading  feature  in  the  prefent  meafure.  He 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  fee  it  in  that  view.^  It  w^s  not  in  our  power 
toehoofe  a  peace— the  enemy  would  give  none.  It  did  not  remain 
with  u$  to  (heath  the  fword.  He  did  not  mean  that  the  countiy 
was  phyiically  deprived  of  the  power  of  chooiing  between  peace  and 
war,  but  that  the  only  choice  which  remained  to  them,  was  that  of  a 
peace  connected  with  fubjedibn,  and  with  danger  to  our  exiftence, 
or  of  war ;  under  that  choice  Government  had  certainly  a/ded, 
and  if  gentlemen  coniidered  them  as  ha vingi  decided  improperly,  he 
wiChed  they  would  come  forward  and  declare  fo.  Had  our  Oovem- 
ment  been  difpofed  to  (hew  all  the  meannefs  of  concelTion  to  the  pro* 
pofitions  iiHt  brought  forward,  the  Dire<9ory  was,  he  believed,  or 
at  leaft  would  then  have  been,  prepared  to  ftate  its  ulterior  tarms  of 
degradation  ;  how  humiliating  thefe  would  have  been,  it  was  not 
poifible  for  him  to  imagine^  but  that  humiliating  they  wouM  have 
been  in  the  extreme,  no  one  could  doubt. 

If  our  Government  had  neen  difpofed,  in  (he  negotiation  at  Lifle, 
to  have  conceded  thofe  terms  of  peace  which  a  vidorious  army 
would  b^ve  thought  itfelf  tntic^d  to  have  diflated  in  the  center  of 
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the  metropolis  ;  if  fuch  infatiate  'and  unrcafonable  propofitions  had 
been  aflfented  to,  the^Dircd^oryy  it  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed,  would 
have  been  content  that  their  fucceiTes  (hould  have  been  inglorious, 
and  that  they  (hould  take  po^eflion  of  all  their  acquifitions,  all  our 
conceflionsy  and  all  their  fpoils,  without  the  fatisfadion  of  military 
triumph,  and  without  the  hazard  of  conqueft.  *The  only  choice  of 
Government  muft  have  been  that  which  was  di&ated  by  prudence, 
and  an  attention  to  the  fafcty  of  the  country  ;  and  nothing  (hort  of 
fubjedion  could  have  been  the  confequences  of  a  peace  which  muft 
be  attended  with  an  injury  to  the  fpirit,  the  charadler,  the  refources^ 
and  the  energy  of  the  country. 

But  it  had  been  urged,  that  the  prcfent  war  was  unncceflTary,  un- 
lefs  as  far  as  it  was  elfential  to  the  continuance  in  office  of  the  prcfenir 
Adminiftration.  If  this  was  the  cafe,  we  were  to  fuppofe,  that  it 
was  poifible  that  a  negotiator  was  to  be  found  on  the  other  (ide  c^ 
the  Houfe.  We  haji  learned  from  the  fpecches  of  the  Dircfloiy, 
that  we  were  to  pay  the  price  of  our  own  fubjugation  ;  we  had  alfe 
beard  that  they  would  introduce  reform,  or  elfethey  (hould  be  liable 
to  the  objciSion  of  having  dcferted  their  frieixJs.  Suppofing  thea 
that  a  change  of  AdminiAration  were  to  take  place,  and  that  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  oppofite  (Mr.  Fox)  were  to  come  into  pnwer^ 
on  what  terms  would  he  be  willing  to  form  a  part  of  Admint(tr»- 
tion  i  He  had  already  declared,  he  would  not  come  in  without  z 
total,  fundamental,  and  radical  reform  of  Parliament ;  and  be  beg- 
ged the  Houfe  to  attend  to  thofe  moftchofen,  dangerous,  andalarnv 
ing  words. 

He  knew  the  right  honourable  gentleman  would  refort  toexplana- 
tion^  if  he  thought  this  too  high  feafoned  for  the  public,  and  that  he 
would  fay,  that  by  total  reform  he  meant  only  to  touch  parts;  by  fun- 
damental reform,  not  to  injure  the  foundation;  and  by  radical  reform, 
only  to  meddle  with  Ihe  branches :  but  words  did  not  ceafc  to  be 
dangerous  becaufe  they  were  fufceptible  of  interpretation  ;  they 
ceafed  only  in  that  cafe  to  be  ambiguous  ;  they  were  dangerous  as 
long  as  they  bore  that  interpretation,  moft  obvioufly  from  which  it 
"was  not  poflibie  but  that  the  moft  violent  reformer  muft  fee  hopes 
and  encouragement  for  his  views  and  intentions,  in  fpitpof  any  am- 
biguity. He  would,  however,  go  farther,  and  fay,  that  if  they  were 
even  lefs  explicit,  and  could  only  bear  fuch  an  interpretation  as  that 
which  he  contended  they  did  bear,  there  muft  be  alarm  and  danger 
in  them  from  the  quarter,  from  whence  they  came  :  the  houfe  and 
the  country  would  not  fofget  that  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  told  them  that  a  total,  a  fundamental,  and  a  radical  reform  was 
ncceffciry,  h;4$  tlic  fame  gentleman  who  conPidcred  an  oppoi'ltion  t». 
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the  laws  of  his  country  as  a  queAion  of  prudence,  and  not  of  mora- 
lity ;  that  it  was  the  fame  who  had  deferred  his  duty,  that  the  peo- 
ple might  fuppofe  themfelves  not  reprefcnted  ;  that  it  was  the  fame 
who  had  told  the  Houfe,  after  the  State  Trials,  that  he  was  not  only 
fatisfied  with  the  verdi(^  of  the  jury,  but  (bat  he  was  convinced  Ihere 
was  nothing  treafonable  in  the  intention  of  the  men,  and  no  defign 
againft  the  Conilitu^ion  of  tHe  country. 

If  the  right  honourable  gentleman  were  our  negotiator,  it  was 
probable  indeed  that  peac^  might  ^e  obtained,  finceone  of  the  wiflies 
of  the  French,  that  of  feeing  him  in  Power,  would  be  gratified. 
He  begged  gentlemen  would  attend  to  th^  words  of  the  French, 
when  profefling  friendfhip'  for  this  country,  and  they  would  fee  no-' 
thing  in  them,  favourable  to  a  peace,  on  pradicable  terms,  but  that 
all  they  implied  was,  that  they  had  a  party  in  this  country. 

If  the  Houfe  agreed  with  him  in  their  opinion  of  the  neceffity 
of  continuing  the  war,  the  only  queiUon,  as  relating  to  the  prefenc 
meafure,  then  was,  whether  it  was  prudent  toraife  a  large  proportion 
of  the  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  within  the  year  ?  and  as  he 
had  heard  no  argument  againd  this,  he  muft  fuppofe  that  the  Houfe 
coincided  with  him  in  opinion.  It  had  been  admitted  by  the  ho- 
nourable genntleman,  that  it  would  have  been  a  good  meafure  if  it 
had  been  adopted  in  Hhe  beginning  of  the  war ;  and  he  fuppofed 
that  this  admilTion  proceeded  from  an  idea,  either  that  the  increafe 
of  the  funding  fydem  was  injurious  to  poderity,  or  that  the  intereft 
of  it  was  too  great  for  the  country  to  bear  ;  in  either  cafe  it  feemed 
Co  him  evident  that  an  addition  of  two  hundred  millions  of  debt 
rendered  it  neceflfary  to  have  recourfe  to  fome  other  fyftem  ;  and  then 
the  only  queftion  to  be  coniidered  was,  whether  any  other  manner 
of  railing  money  promifed  to  be  attended  with  better  fuccefs  than 
that  now  propofed  ? 

Until  lad  night,  the  meafure  of  the  affefied  taxes  had  (lood  with- 
out a  rival :  lad  nighty  however,  an  honourable  gentleman  had 
fiated  a  plan,  and  he  was  convinced  that  he  had  brought  it  forward 
with  the  bed  intentions,  though,  perhaps,  without  fufficient  informa-> 
tion,  which  was  to  be  more  produdve  than  that  before  the  Houfe : 
he  had  propofed  another  meafure  which,  taking  lefs  than  one-tenth  of 
their  property  from  the  clafles  of  the  people  on  whom  this  meafure 
would  fall,  (hould  be  more  produdlive.  This,  he  obferved,  if  prac« 
ticable,  would  certainly  be  a  good  fcheme.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  not  dated  in  what  proportion  it  was  to  fall  on  landlords, 
and  in  what  upon  tenants.  In  his  fcheme,  as  far  as  it  related  to. 
ihopkeepers,  rent  was  to  be  the  criterion  ;  and  how  was  this  rent  to 
be  afcertained'— »from  the  parilh  books  of  rates  ?     Certainly  not : 
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thef  fbniHhed  an  eifimate  of  the  relative  value  of  houfissin  the  famd 
ptriAi,  but  did  not  apply  to  the  whole  country  :  it  followed,  thai 
fMourfe  muft  ultimately  be  had  to  the  afieflment  as  a  criterion.  He 
looked  upon  the  honourable  gentleman  who  brought  forward  this 
prcfiofition  as  an  extremely  well  difpofed  man ;  and  he  thcrcfbfe 
confidered  his  partiality  to  this  fcheitle  as  the  natural  paternal  affec- 
tion which  a  man  might  be  fuppofed  to  bear  to  a  (cheme  that  was  a 
child  of  his  own  ;  but  he  felt  fome  aftoniihment  that  any  gentleman^ 
irithout  thefe  paternal  throbs^  fiKnild  be  an  advocate  for  its 
adoption. 

The  arguments  utrhich  had  been  urged  againft  the  allefled-tas^ 
billy  applied  equally  to  this  and  every  other  rheafure.  The  firft  ob* 
je6tion  was,  the  direA  operation  which  the  tax  would  have  on 
ihopkeepers ;  that  its  operation,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  had  (irft 
been  propofed,  would  Inve  been  injurious,  was  true ;  the  Houfe, 
that  Houfe  which  the  honourable  gentleman  aflerted  to  have  no 
fympathy  in  common  with  the  people,  felt  that  it  would  bear  heavy, 
and  they  immediately  gave  relief  to  the  dafs  mentioned.  When  this 
Was  done  the  argument  was  altered,  and  we  were  told,  that  the  thing 
was  worfe  than  before  ;  its  diredt  operation  had  indeed  been  varied, 
but  its  indire^  operation  dill  continued  to  be  oppreflive.  To  this 
he  could  only  (ay,  that  the  money,  if  it  was  to  be  raifed,  muft  either 
come  from  the  rich  or  from  the  poor,  or  from  both  together ;  only 
we  were  not  to  apply  to  the  poor  ;  and  if  we  were  npt  to  apply  to 
the  rich,  the  refult  would  be,  that  we  muft  have  no  money  at  alL 

The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid,  thaft  the  people  now  begin  to 
quieftion  whether,  if  the  enemy  came,  they  could  do  worfe.  Did 
die  people  aik  this,  and  was  the  honourable  Baronet^  when  he  heard 
the  queftion,  unprepared  with  an  anfwer?  If  he  was,  he  (Mr.  Per- 
ceval) would  furnifti  him  with  one.  He  might  have  told  them  that 
the  enemy  wctuld  not  a£t  better  towards  us  than  they  had  done  to^ 
wards  their  own  fubjeAs  ;  he  might  then  have  fliewn  in  what  man-- 
ner  they  had  aded  towards  all  ranks  of  men,  and  particularly  to- 
wards men  in  that  rank  in  which  he  himfelf  flood  ;  he  mi^t  have 
cold  the  inquirers  how  all  merchandize  was  confifcated ;  he  might 
have  ftated  to  the  (hop-keeper,  who  was  fearful  of  the  dired  ope-* 
rtrion  of  the  Tax,  what  muft  have  been  the  efleit  of  the  Forced 
Loan ;  he  might  have  (hewn  thofe  who  were  apprehenGve  of  the 
indireA  operation  of  taxes,  what  it  muft  have  been  in  France, 
when  taking  from  every  man,  and  riiing  in  a  proportion  till  they 
came  to  the  fum  of  9000  It  vres,  when  they  took  half;  they  reduced 
^very  income  to  the  ftandard  of  about  180I.,  leaving  no  man  a 
latgcr  film  than  that  for  his  annual  expences.     Let  the  indireft 
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confcqucnccs  of  this  contrtiflcd  expenditure  be  then  calculated  :  yet 
the  prcfent  mcafarc  of  aflcffment  had  been  (aid  to  be  worfc  than  aiiy 
that  had  ever  been  adopted  by  feoberfpierre  ;  and  it  had  been  put 
in  comparifon  with  the  total  confifcation  of  property. 

He  apologized  for  having  taken  up  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the 
Houfe  on  a  fubjedl  on  which  there  ought  to  be  no  difference ;  and  no 
reafonable  perfon  «ould,  he  thought,  Jiefitate  in  agreeing,  that  Par- 
liament did  right  in  calling  for  large  and  liberal  fupplies,  proportion- 
able to  the  ability  of  every  roan  to  contribute. 

Sir  FRANCIS  BURDETT  and  Mr.  PERCEVAL  both  rofc 
to  explain. 

Mr.  MARTIN  faid,  the  learned  gentleman  who  fpokc  lad  had  re- 
ferred to  fomething  that  he  did  not  fay.  Pie  had  faid  that  unlefs  fome 
meafure  Icfs  oppreffive  were  propofed,  he  (hould  vote  for  the  pre* 
fenty  but  that  if  one  more  rational  was  brought  forward,  he  would 
vote  for  it.  He  (hould  attend  till  a  reafonable  hour  to  near  the  de- 
bate,  and,  being  no  party  man>  would  liden  with  attention  to  all, 
and  endeavour  to  form  the  beft  opinion  he  could  from  the  difcuflion 
of  the  refpediye  plans.  But  he  would  neither  wafte  his  health  nor 
tns  time  by  fitting  till  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  mowiing,  liftening 
to  fpcechcs  of  two  or  three  hours.lcngth.  It  would  be  more  agree- 
able to  the  country,  and  honourably  gentlemen  would  be  better  un- 
derftood  by  the  Houfe,  if  they  comprefled  their  fpeechcs  into  one 
quarter  of  the  time.  Whatever  vote  he  gave  on.  this  meafure,  he 
hoped  the  Houfe  would  form  their  opinion  of  him  from  his  general 
condud,  and  not  from  any  awkwardnefs  of  exprcflfion. 

Mr.  SHERIDAN  rofc,  and  faid,  "  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  has  juA  fat  down  has  called  for  more  explanations  of  what  other 
gentlemen  have  advanced  than  I  ever  recoiled  to  have  heard  in  this 
Houfe.     In  candour  I  mull  conclude  that  the  honourable  gentleman 
really  wanted  information  upon  the  points  which  he  affedlqd  not  to 
underfland  ;  and  that  where  he  did  mifunderdand  or  mlilake  the  ar-> 
guments  of  others,  he  did  not  mean  to  be  guilty  of  wilful  mifrcprc- 
fentation.      The  fpeech  of  the  honourable  gentleman,  however, 
called  upon  fo  many  members  to  explain  the  points  upon  which  he 
has  commented,  that  I  have  been  under  the  neceiTity  to  give  way 
to  them.     I  now  rife,  thus  early  in  the  debate,  and  I  feel  fome 
fatisfadion  in  refleding  that  the  adjournment  which  has  taken  place 
gives  mc  an  opportunity  of  prefenting  myfelf.when  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  was  awake,  bccaufc,  had  I  proceeded  lad  night,  I  might 
have  found  the  honourable  gentleman  (Mr.  Martin)  wearied  and  ex- 
hauded,  and  difpofed  perhaps  to  give  me  a  hint  to  fit  down  before  I 
had  (inifhed  my'  argument.     I  have  liflened  to  the  fpccch  of  the 
Vol.  IV.  .  4  D 
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honourable  gcntlcman  (Mr.  Perceval) ;  a  fpccch  of  great  talent,  great 
ingenuity,  and  confiderable  vehemence.     The  fentiments  which  it 
contains  feemed  to  be  fo  much  in  unifon  with  the  feelings  of  thofc 
around  him,  that  I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  approbation  with  which  it 
has  been  received  may  contribute  to  (horten  the  debate,  and  to  fu- 
percede  the  heccffity  of  many  long  fpecchcs  from  that  fide  of  the 
Houfe.     It  was  remarkable,  however,  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man, amidft  a  variety  of  master  on  which  he  defqanted,  cautioufly 
abftained  from  touching  upon  the  real  queftion  before  th^  Houfc. 
Many  of  the  topics  which  he  brought  forward,  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit, were  fairly  introduced,  and  perfedlly  regular  in  parliamentary 
debate.     While  I  admit  the  right  of  the  honourable  gentleman  to 
argue  the  fubjedl  in  his  own  way,  it  perhaps  might  have  been  better 
had  he  altogether  abfhined  frpm  certain  points  ;  or,  to  ufe  a  phrafe 
which  has  become  very  fafliionable  fince  the  introduction  pf  the 
prefent  bill,  had  he  modified  his  attack  upon  my  right  honourable 
friend.     The  honourable  gentleman  never  attempted  to  (hew  that 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  below  him  was  the  fittcft  perfon  to 
adminifier  the  aflfairs  of  this  country,  that  he  was  the  ableft  Minifier 
for  the  condu6t  of  war,  and  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  negotiate  with 
fuccefs.     The  whole  fcope  of  his  fpecch  was  merely  to  (hew  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  was  placed  m  the  avenue  to  bar  my 
tight  honourable  friend,  as  if  it  neceffarily  followed  that  he  alone 
could  be  the  fuccelTor  of  the  prefent  Minifter.     Suppofing,  as  he 
did,  for  the  fake  of  aigunient,  that  my  right  honourable  friend 
tvas  qualified  to  negotiate  with  a  better  profpcdt  of  fuccefs  than  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  faid  it  would  be  incumbent  upon 
flie  Houfe,  as  a  preliminary  ftep,  to  treat  with  their  negotiator. 
He  thought  that  nriy  right  honourable  friend  could  not  be  inverted 
ivith  that  charafter  without  danger  to  the  country.     What  were 
ihc  grounds  upon  which  this  a(rertion  was  founded  ?  He  accufes  my 
tight  honourable  friend  of  having  confidered  men  as  innocent  who 
tv'cre  acquitted  by  the  verdift  of  a  jury,  and  having  argued  upon 
this  acquittal,  that  there  was  no  proof  of  the  confpiracy  of  which 
they  were  accufed.     He  accufes  him  of  having  faid,  on  the  difcuf- 
iions  to  the  treafon  and  fedition  bills,  that  refinance  would  be  a 
queflion  not  of  morality,  but  of  prudence.     Above  all,  he  founded 
his  apprehenfion  upon  words  which  he  fuppofes  to  have  been  lately 
ufed  by  my  right  honourable  friend,  that  he  would  take  no  (hare  in 
ahy  adminiftr^tioQ  without  a  total,  fundamental  and  radical  reform. 
The  honourable  gentleman  has  made  a  very  pretty  play  upon  thefe 
vTords.     I'cannot  but  fufpcdt,  however,  that  the  honourable  gcn- 
who  has  been  celebrated  for  epigram,  has  put  thefe  words 


Jan.  4.]  DEBATES.  $71 

into  the  mouth  of  my  right  honourable  friend  merely  for  the  fake 
of  the  point  with  which  he  has  contrafted  them.  "  He  finds  out  that 
the  reform  fo  broadly  ftated  will  not  be  a  total  reform,  that  the 
fundamental  reform  will  not  touch  the  foundation,  and  that  the 
radical  reform  will  be  confined  to  the  branches  without  defcending 
to  the  root.  This  epigrammatic  wit,  however,  is  founded  entirely' 
upon  the  words  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  purpofely 
added  to  the  expreflion  to  which  he  alludes.  They  were  not  ufed  by 
my  right  honourable  friend.  Thecxpreffion  he  employed,  and  which 
has  become  more  confpicuous  from  its  being  made  the  fubjeS  of 
particular  thanks  in  certain  refolutions  lately  advertifed,  was  that 
he  would  take  no  (hare  in  any  adminiftration,  without  a  radical  re- 
form in  the  reprefentation  and  of  the  abufcs  of  the  prefent  fyftem . 
Such  was  the  expreflTion  of  my  right  honourable  friend,  and  the  words 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  added  into  the  bargain,  were 
merely  introduced  to  point  a  fentence  and  to  enliven  his  fpeech. 

The  honourable  gentleman  confidcrs  the  conduft  of  thofe  whom 
he  reprefents  as  unfit  fucceffors  to  the  prefent  men  in  power,  as  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  Jacobins,  and  to  forward  the  views  of  the 
French.  Thefe  certainly  are  formidable  evils,  but  the  honourable 
gentleman  quickly  difcovers  fome  ground  of  confolation  amidft  the 
dangers  which  he  apprehends.  He  thinks  that  my  right  honourable 
friend  would  retra<^  the  declarations  he  has  made,  that  he  would 
renounce  the  principles  he  has  avowed,  and  that  in  oflice  he  would 
not  a6l  upon  the  profeflions  he  held  before  he  came  into  power. 
On  what  part  of  the  conduit  of  my  right  honourable  friend  he 
founds  this  affertion,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conjeAure.  What  are  the 
profeflions  made  when  out  of  office  which  in  power  he  has  belied  i 
True  it  is  that  fuch  conduA  is  not  unufual  with  ftatefmen. — ^Truc  it 
is  that  there  have  been  men  who  have  forfeited  fuch  pledges;  who  have 
faid  that  there  could  be  no  fiilvation  for  this  country  without  a  radical 
reform,  (for  this  beyond  difpute  was  the  cxprefllon  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  oppofitc)  who  have  maintained  that  no  honeft  man 
could  undertake  the  adminidration  of  this  country  without  that  reform, 
and  have,  like  him,  abandoned  the  words  and  principles  they  once  held, 
and  refilled  by  all  the  power  of  corruption  the  caufe  which  they  la- 
boured to  promote.  With  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  the  type 
and  image  of  apofiacy  before  his  eyes,  it  perhaps  was  natural  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  (hould  confider  profeflions  as  made  only  to  be 
renounced.  When  he  reflefled  that  the  prefent  Minifter  had  not 
only  abandoned  the  principles  he  profefled,  and  violated  the  faith  he 
pledged  to  the  Public,  but  had  become  the  mod  zealous  perfecufor 
of  thofc  whom  he  had  convinced  by  his  arguments,  and  influenced 
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by  his  example^  tt^ere  wad  no  wonder. that  he  (hould  diftruft  pro- 
fcflionsj  and  afcribe  but  little  fincerity  to  the  declarations  of  ilatc£* 
men. 

The  honourable  gentleman  apprehends  that  many  dreadful,  con- 
fcqucnccs  would  enfue  were  this  radical  reform  to  be  carried  into  cf- 
fpdi.     Wlwt.  that,  radical  change  of  fjftcm  is  to  be,  the  honourable 

.  gentleman  profcffes  to  be  ignorant.  For  my  own  piart  I  can  fay, 
that  no  man  can  be  more  decidedly  hodile  than  I  am  to  any  changp. 
of  fyAcm  that  could  lead  to  a  change  of  the  ancient  eftabliflied  Con- 
(litution  of  this  Goverr^ment.  But  1  wi]l  tell  the  honourablegentleman 
what  has  been  the  confequence  of  that  change  of  fyidein  which  has 
been  introduced  into  the  Conftitution  of  this  country.  If  any  MU 
nifter  of  brilliant  talents,  of  fplendid  endowments,  bu^  af^uaied  by 
principles  of  the  moft  boundlefs  and  colofTal  ambition,  raifed  up  by 
influence,  fupported  by  corruption,  (hould  fet  at  nought  the  rules  of 
parliament,  violate  the  a£l  of  Appropriation,  railc  money  without 

•    the  authority  of  this  Houfe,  and  fend  it  out  of  the  country  without 
the  confcnt  of  Parliament ;  if  he  has  tranfgreiTed  the  Couftitution 
with  impunity,  if  his  criminality  is  fufTcrcd  to   pafs  even  without 
rebuke  ;  this  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  radical  change  of  fyftem.     If 
by  his  folly   and  incapacity  he  has  raifed  difcontenta ;  if  by  the 
burdens  which  he  has  impofed  to  fupport  an  impolitic  and  ruinous 
fyi^em^  he  has  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  from  his  Govera- 
ment  i  if  to  fupprefs  the  oppofition  which  fuch  a   (late   of  things 
muft  naturally  produce,  he  has  had  recourfe  to  military  force  and 
covered  the  country  with  barracksi  in  defiance  of  the  Conftitution  ; 
fuch  practices  conilitute  a  rndical  change  of  fyftem.     If  he  has  dif-* 
tingui(hed  his  admipiflration  by  feverity  unknown  to  the  laws  of  this 
country  ;  if  he  has  introduced  new  codes  of  treafon  and  fedition  ; 
if  he  has  doomed  men  of  talents  to  the  horrors  of  tranfportation^ 
the  vidlims  of  harfh  and  rigorous  fentences  ;  if  be  has  laboured  to 
vilify,  and  to.  libel  the  conduit  of  juries— fuch  proceedings  originate; 
in  a  radical  change  of  fyftem.     If  he  has  ufed  the  royal  preroga- 
tive in  the  creation  of  jPeers,    not  to  reward  merit,  but  converted 
the  PecRige  into  the  regular  price  of  bafe  and  fervile  fupport ;  if 
he  has  carried  this  abufc  fo  far  that,  were  the  indignant,  infulted 
ipirit  of  this  nation  roufed  at  length  to  demand  juftice  on  the  crime 
of  \v:hich  he  has  been  guilty,  he  would  be  tried  in  a  Houfe  of  Peers, 
where  the  majority  of  the  judges  were 'created  by  himfelf — I  will 
tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  fuch  a  (late  of  things  muft  have 
6rigin;^ted  in  a  radical   change  of  fyftem.     Would   it  not  be  right 
then  to  pull  down  that  fabric  of  corruption,  to  recall  the  Govern- 
"nent  to  its  original  principIeS|  and  to  re-eftabliih  the  ConfUtution 
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upon  itstwc  ba(is  ?  Will  any  fet  of  men  deny  the  nefreffity  of  «. 
radical  change  of  fyftem  by  which  thefe  evils  (hall  be  corre(f)cd,  but 
thoib  who  already  (hare  in  its  corruptionsy  or  who  at  fome  future  pe- 
riod expert  to  promote  their  perfonal  intere(ls  by  thofe  very  abu(es 
which  have  exhaufied  the.firength  and  endangered  thefafety  of  their 
country  i 

So  much  then  for  what  the  honourable  gentleman  has  faid  upon 
thi$  fubjed.  It  n\\i&  n<5w  be  dear  that  hq  peace jcan  be  obtained. 
It  was  not  eycQ.fuppofcd  by  the  frienda  of,  Minifters  that  they  weic. 
fVicere  in  their  attempts  at  peace  till  tht  la(l  tciaL  Then  I  aoi 
rather  inclined  to  give  th^em  credit  (or  (locerity,  though  I  can  fee 
that  a  right  honourable  genjtkman»  (Mr*  Windham)  trembles  at  the 
very  idea;  of  peace. with  the  French  republic.  The  hcxiourable  gen* 
ckman»  hpwever,  taleeSvit  for  granted^  that  there  can  be  no  choice^ 
but  between  thq  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  ihy  right  ho- 
nourable friend  ;  otigi  former  occafion^  however,  I  dated,  that  any 
other  fet  of  men  (hould  try  to  negociate  peace  with  France,  becaufe 
any  fet  of  men;  n^uft  negociate  with  a  better  profpedt  of  fucce(s 
than  the  prefent  Miniilers  ;  it  is  not  in  nature,  that  the  French  can 
confider  the  right  honourable  gentleman  capable  of  maintaining  the 
relations  of  pejice  and  amity  with  their  government*  They  know 
that  the  hofiile  mind  exifis,  that  peace  is  not  fought  in  thefpirit  of 
peace,  that  no  real  reconciliation  is  deflred.  Any  peace  that  could 
be  concluded  I  could  coniider  as  a  &lfe  and  hollow  truce.  It  could 
not  be  a  ground  of  {ecurity  ';  it  could  not  reftore  the  ble(rmgs  of 
peace.  Upon  the  faith  of  it  I  could  not  confent  to  die  reduction 
of  a  lingle  man  in  the  army,  or  naval  e(tabli(famcnt  of  this  coun- 
try. Jealou(ies  add  fufpicions  would  poifon  all  the  advantages 
which  a  (incere  peace  could  bcAow.  The  French  would  feel  that 
they  furnifhed  to  the  adminidration  of  this  country  the  means  of 
fomenting  the  diflentions  in  France  from  which  they  cheri(h  the  ' 
hppe  of  re-e(labii(hing  royalty  ;  they  would  lay  thcmfclves  open  to 
thofe  intrigues,  and  to  that  corruption  which  have  .hitherto  been  em<> 
pbyed  to  overthrow  their  new  inftitutions.  If  the  French  Db- 
rqfiory  could  encourage  or  agree  to  fuch  an  infidious  truce,  and  ex- 
ppfe  the  government  which  they  adminiftcr  to  fuch  attacks,  as  in  this 
way  it  would  ;fu(i«in,  they  would  be  guilty  of  treafon  to  their  coun« 
try.  But  it  is  impofllble  they  could  riik  fuch  dangers.  It  is  im«- 
p^flible  that  they  could  ftake  their  exilknce  on  the  hollow  and  de- 
ceitful peace  which  the  prefent  Miniftcr  could  offer. 

The.  honourable  gentleman  then  cannot  fay,  that  there  is  no  al- 
tcrni^iivc  between  thofe  who  arc  in  power,  and  thofe  he  points  out 
as^^tlveif  /'ucceiTurs.     From   different  men  and   dificrent  mcafurcs. 
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hopes  of  peace  might  be  derived.  But  it  is  faid  that  mj  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  and  thofe  who  z&  with  hinij  are  co-operating  with 
the  French ;  and  what  is  the  proof  of  this  affertion  ?  Why  the 
French  fay  fo !  This  indeed  is  a  curious  mode  of  proving  the  fad*. 
It  would  indeed  be  a  hard  rule  if  what  the  enemy  fay  of  what  is 
done  by  any  members  of  the  BritUh  Parliament  was  to  be  the 
ftandard  by  which  they  are  to  be  judged.  We  are  not  to  be  tried 
by  what  we  have  faid,  by  the  meafures  we  have  reoommended,  by 
the  whole  of  ourconduft,  and  by  .our  own  profeffions,  but  by  the 
opinion  which  the  enemy  may  think  proper  to  exprefs.  But  how 
then  do  we  co-operate  with  the  enemy  ?  We  are  friends  to  reform  ; 
a  phrafe  which,  it  feems,  is  henceforth  to^  be  deemed  fynonynious 
with  revolution.  But  how  is  this  reform,  from'  which  fuch  dread- 
ful confequences  are  apprehended,  to  be  introduced,  were  my  right 
honourable  friend  to  fupport  it  when  in  office  i  Will  not  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  be  dill  ready  to  oppofe  it  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  cither  thinks  that  my  honourable  friend,  when  Minifter, 
will  have  in  favour  of  reform  that  corruption,  that  influence,  thofe 
titles,  thofe  jobs  and  contracts,  by  which  it  is  now  oppofed  ;  or  he 
thinks  that  Parliament  being  diiTolved,  that  corruption  and  influence 
will  be  employed  to  indace  the  people  to  chufe  reprefentatives  fa- 
'  vourable  to  the  caufe  of  reform.  What  do  thefe  arguments  prove 
but  the  ncceflity  of  a  reform  ?  It  proves  that  the  pretended  repre- 
fentation  of  the  country  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  to  be  moulded 
at  the  pleafiire  of  the  Minider  of  the  day,  and  thus  furntfhes  the 
mod  powerful  motive  to  remove  the  caufes  by  which  this  corruption 
is  maintained. 

Having  made  thefe  remarks  upon  the  topics  introduced  by  the 
honourable  gentleman,  I  (hall  next  fay  a  few  words  upon  fome  things 
which  fell  from  a  n(A)Ie  Lord  (Hawkc(bury)  in  yefterday's  debate. 
The  noble  Lord  fays  that  ihofe  who  oppofe  all  fupply  ought  to  have 
made  that  oppoiition  when  the  fupply  was  voted.  For  my  own 
part  I  am  not  againft  all  fupply,  though  I  am  not  fure  that  a  dif- 
ferent condudl  would  ^c  fully  as  proper.  But  in  a  conftitutionai 
vitw  nothing  can  be  more  pariiamentary  than  to  refufe  voting  fupply. 
It  is  (air  to  infer  that  if  Minifters  have  not  the  confidence  of  this 
Houfe,  the  refufal  of  fupplies  would  be  attended  with  the  imme- 
diate refignation  of  thofe  Minifters.  .Certainly  it  is  not  the  inten- 
tion of  any  man  that  the  iarmy  or  navy  (hould  be  difbanded,  and  th« 
country  laid  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  alternative  does 
not  follow  from  the  refufal  of  fupplies.  I  confefs,  however,  when 
I  confider  the  defperate  charadlers  of  fome  of  the  MiAiders  in 
power,  I  think  it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  rifk  the   attempts  of 
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which  they  might  be  guilty  to  tttain  their  power,  even  in  defiance  of 
the  conftitutional  privileges  of  this  Houfe.     The  noble  LfOrd  how* 
ever  fays,  that  never  was  the  naval  fuperiority  of  this  country  more 
confpicuoufly  difplayed,  never  was  our  naval  glory  more  highly  ex- 
alted^ than  by  the  brilliant  vidtorics  obtained  during  the  prefent  war. 
What  however  muft  be  the  nature  of  the  war,   when  thcfe  fplendid 
fucceflfes  have  not  brought  us  nearer  to  the  objedls  for  which  we  en? 
gaged  in  the  conteft  ?   What  muA  be  the  importance  of  our  acqui- 
^tionsj  when  they  are  all  to  be  given  for  peace  i  How   would 
France  have  flood  had  wc  not  entered  ?  fays  the  noble  Lord.   What 
additional  flrength  would  Hie  not  have  derived  from  thofe  (hips  and 
thofe  colonies  of  which  (he  has  been  deprived  by  our  fuccefs  ?  But 
let  any  man  weigh  the  advantages  we  have  derived  from  our  fuccefs, 
whh  the  facrifices  by  which  they  have  been  pur^hafed.     Will  any 
man  fay  that  if  this  country  had  preferved    a  dignified  neutrality, 
France,  furrounded  as  (h^  was  by  foreign  enemies,  would  have  ftill 
more  oppreflcd  and  harraffed   her  fubjedis  to  raife  a  naval  power 
which  no  danger  required  ?  Contrary  to  all  praflice,  to  all  expe- 
rience to  what  has  been  confidered  as  the  object  of  continental  di- 
verfion  promoted  by  this  country,  would  France,  in  the  lituation  in 
which  (he  was  placed,  have  turned  her  attention  to  naval  exertions  i 
But  wc  gained  fcvcral  (hips  by  the  vidlory  of  the  firft  of  June,  by 
the  capture  of  Toulon,  by  the  acquidtion  of  thofe  charnel  houfes  in 
the  Wefl  Indies,  in  which  50,000  men  have  been  lofl  to  this  coun- 
try.—Conlider  the  price  which  has  been  paid  for  thcfe  fuccc(res.— 
For  thefe  boaflcd  fucceffes,  I   will   fay,  give  me  back  the  blood  of 
Eng1i(hmen  which  has  been  Ihed  in  this  fatal  contefl — give  me  back 
the  250  millions  of  debt  which  it  has  occafioned  —  give  me  back  the 
honour  of  the  country,  which  has  been  tarni(hed — give  me  back  the 
credit  of  the  country,  which  has  been  deflroyed — give  me  back  the 
folidity  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  has  been  overthrown ;  the 
attachment  of  the  people  to  their   ancient  Conflitution,  which  has 
been  (haken  by  a<£ls  of  opprcfTion  and  tyrannical  laws — give  me  back 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  connexion  of  which  is  endangered  by 
a  cruel  and  outrageous  fyflcm  of  military  coercions-give  me  back 
that  pledge  of  eternal  war  which  mufl  be  attended  with  inevitable 
ruin !   Put  what  we  have  lofl  into  the  fcalc  againft  what  we  have 
gained,  and  fay  if  the  price  exceeds  the  value  of  the  objedl.     But 
even  all  thcfe  advantages,  we  are  told  may  be  given  up  for  peace. 
Surely,  then,  a  perfon  of  the'noble  Lord's  abilities  can  never  confi* 
der  thefe  obje£ts   as  acquifition,  as  gain,  which  are  to  be  given  up 
for  peace,  and  leave  us  without  a  compeniation  for  all  the  facrifices 
which  we  have  made  for  their  attainment.     The  noble  Lord  fays 
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that  the  value  of  the  Weft  India  iflands  taken  from  the  cnemv 
muft  be  eftimated  in  relation  to  our  own.  By  the  offcnHvc  mca- 
fures  agaihd  the  former  the  latter  were  preferred.  If  this  be  the 
cAfc  then,  when  we  give  up  the  iflands  we  have  conquered  we  give  up 
our  own  tflands,  and  abandon  the  fecurity  by  which  they  are  held. 
Such  are  the^cquifitions  which  we  have  made  at  the  expence  of  (b 
much  blood  and  treafure. 

With  regard  to  the  continental  war,  the  noble  Lord  fays,  Aat 
we  had  done  our  duty  ;  but  he  now  difcovers  that  our  allie*  were 
guilty  of  every  error,  and  all  of  them  were  deftitute  of  commoi) 
'   honefty.     After  fomc  years  experience  of  the  ctindud  of  our  al- 
lies, and  of  the  principles  by  which  they  were  g;uided,  the  noble 
Lord  could  Vote  for  giving  two  millions  to  one  of  them.     Ev«\jthis 
illy,  the  theme  of  fo  much  panegyric,  in  whofe  fucccfs  it  was  faid 
that  every  peafant  in  this  country  was  interefted,  in  whofe  glory  e'veiy 
EngUfhman  partook,  is  now  comprehended  in  the  general  charge  of 
Ac  noble  Lord  againft  the  continental  members  of  the  confcdcraq'. 
But  In  the  profccution  of  their  views  of  perfortal  irttercft  and  ag- 
grandiTiemcrit  they  took  the  example  from  tb^  confluS  of  this  coun* 
try.    When  they  found  the  hypocritical  pretences  6(  religion,  mora- 
lity, and  fecial  order  belied  by  oureagemefs  to  fdze  tipon  eVcry  ifland, 
to  jJundcr  every  poffefflon  which  t^-as  c^pofed  to  our  power,  they  be- 
gan to  eritertain  fimilar  vicwjs,  and  to  be  iftiJate^d  by  the  fame  mo- 
tives.    Thofe  who  would  fuccecd  Minifters,  it  fs  feld,  hdwcver,  arc 
conne<3cd  with  Jacobins.     Who  are  they  who  arfc  conneflcd  with 
^c  JacolMus  ?  Would  it  be  the  fame  thing  to  entruft  the  admini- 
ftratiot)  of  affairs  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  oppofe  Minifters,  as  if 
Ih*  XVWgs  in    1745  hnd   rdlTgncd  the  ftate   into  the  hands  of  the 
Tdrics  ?  The  latff  r  were  avowedly  defiroas  to  alter  the  fucceflion  ; 
l^t  will  gentlemen  fcrioirfly  fay  that  they  believe  that  thofe  whom 
they  reprefertt  a$  the  only  rivals  of  the   prcfcnt  Minifters,  arc  lea- 
gued with  any  faflion  to  alfer  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  Jncobitcs  in  the  year  1 745  vrere  hofiile  to 
the  exifting  fcftabliftimcnt  ? 

Availing  himfelf  of  the  latitude  of  reply  which  the  general  topics 
tyrought  forward  by  thofe  who  have  fpoken  upon  any  thing  but  the 
^ftion  before  the  Houfe,  I  fllall  now  proceed  to  make  fome  re- 
iharks  dn  the  fpeech  of  a  learned  Doilor  who  fpoke  laft  night. 
Having  come  to  this  Houfe  Tevcnil  hours  after  the  debate  had  begun, 
and  finding  that  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  ift^T  I  ckttic  in  confined 
rt^^mfdvts  very  little  to  the  difcuflTion  «f  the  ptefent  meafure,  I 
was  oWJged  fo  take  it  for  granted  the  particular  qiicftion  before  the 
Houfe  hfhi  been  vcr)-  fully  dtfcuflcd  irt  the  fptcches  which  Wcr« 
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made  before  my  arrival.  The  leamid  Doctor  to  t^hom  I  have 
alluded  perhaps  may  not  remeaiber  that  he  fpoke  at  all.  A  wife 
man,  it  is  faid,  doubts  of  every  thing ;  and  the  learned  Dofior 
iieemed  to  carry  his  fcepticifm  a  great  way,  for  at  the  commencement 
of  his  fpeech  he  doubted  whether  he  was  fpeaking.  I  remember  the 
words  with  which  he  began  were,  *^  Sir,  In  riling  to  addrefs  my- 
felf  toyou  on  the  prefent  occaiion,  if  I  have  rifen."  If  the  learned 
gentleman  ilill  doubts  whethci  he  fpoke  at  all,  I  can  aflfure  him 
that  he  made  a  very  ingenious^  a  very  elaborate,  and  certainly  a 
loilg  fpeech  updn  a  variety  of  topics,  without  fpeaking  at  all  to  the 
bill  before  the  Houfe ;  and  if  he  doubts  my  authority,  any  other 
gentleman  may  probably  give  him  the  fame  alTurance.  The  learned 
gentleman  went  into  a  wide  view  of  Roman  hi(lor}'|  and  told  us» 
upon  the  authority  of  Scipio,  that  we  had  little  to  dread  from  the 
threatened  invafion  of  the  enemy,  becaufe  they  muft  conquer  us  be-« 
fore  we  could  conquer  them.  What  would  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London  fay  if  the  learned  gentleman  were  to  tell  them^ 
when  Buonaparte  was  encamped  at  Blackheath,  that  they  need  be 
under  no  apprehenfion^  that,  before  he  could  advance  to  burn  the 
City  of  London,  Lord  Hawkcfbury  was  marching  to  lay  Paris  in 
afhes  I  I  fliould  like  to  fee  the  faces  of  the  mercantile  world,  when 
they  were  informed,  on  the  authority  of  Scipio,  that  they  could  not 
be  fafe  till  the  enemy  were  at  the  gates  of  the  metropolis,  and  ihat 
they  could  not  hope  for  a  fucccfsful  termination  of  the  conteft  till 
they  had  firft  been  conquered  !  In  the  reprefentation  of  the  condu6l 
of  Hanno,  at  Carthage,  by  whofe  exertions  the  fupplies  were  re* 
fufed  to  Hannibal,  the  learned  Do£lor  did  not  do  jul\ice  to  Hanno* 
At  the  fame  time  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  he  faid  not  a  word  of  the 
ftriking  difference  between  Hanno  the  Carthaginian,  and  the  Hanno 
whom  he  infinuated  to  be  in  the  Brltifh  Senate.  Hanno  fucceeded 
in  keeping  back  the  fupplies.  But  has  the  Britifli  Hanno  ever  been 
able  to  prevail  upon  the  Senate  to  refufe  fupplies  ?  has  be  unnerved 
the  vigour  of  our  exertions  ;  has  he  checked  the  career  of  fucceis  ; 
has  he  fufpended  our  victorious  arms  in  the  moment  of  triumph  ? 
On  the  contrary,  has  not  the  Minifter  received  fupplies  with  un- 
exampled profuiion ;  has  be  not  been  allowed  to  employ  them  as 
he  thought. proper ;  has  he  ever  been  rebuked  for  mifapplication  ; 
has  his  mifcondu6l  ever  been  the  fubjed  even  of  inquiry  ?  Hanni- 
bal too  was  a  young  vtizn^flagrantem  cupidine  regni.  The  argu- 
ment of  Hanno  was,  **  I  hear  of  the  vidories  of  Hannibal>  but  I 
hear  of  no  advantage  which  they  produce  to  Carthage."  Every 
victory  is  followed  by  frefh  demands  and  new  requifitions.  The 
coottnuance  of  the  war  therefore  muft  prove  ruinous  to  Carthage*. 
V*t.  TV.  A  E 
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The  affairs  of  the,  Carthaginians  afterwards  ndfcarried.  Hanni- 
bal afterwards  laughed  at  his  countrjrmen.  But  what  did  he 
bugh  at  ?  He  laughed  at  thofe  men  who  afleded  to  bb  diflatisfied 
with  the  terms  of  peace,  without  confidering  in  whofe  hands  they 
had  left  the  condud  of  the  war.  In  (imilar  ciroumftances  any  man 
might  perhaps  fmile  like  Hannibal,  to  fee  the  people  of  this  country 
difcontented  with  the  terms  of  peace,  when  it  was  remembered 
that  the  war  was  profccated  under  the  aufpices  of  the  prefent 
Minifters. 

I  cannot  refnin,  however,  from  exprefling  my  aftoni(hment  that 
a  grave  perfonage  like  the  learned  gentleman,  a  n^^cmber  of  the 
graveft  profeflion  which  this  Houfe  contains,  (hould  bring  forward 
all  his  fchool-boy  politics  to  evince  the  propriety  of  invading  France* 
The  learned  gentleman,  perhaps,  thinks  that  it  falls  to  his  (hare  to 
fupport  in  this  Houfe  the  opinions  of  a  man  of  much  greater  talents, 
of  much  higher  endowments,  the  late  Mr.  Burke,  whofe  name 
ought  never  to  be  mentioned  but  with  refpcA.  He  thinks,  per- 
haps, that  •he  is  the  executor  of  that  great  man's  principles ;  that  he 
is  called  upon  to  adminiirer  to  his  fury  without  poflfdRing  a  fingle 
fpark  of  his  fire.  I  rq^ret  that  any  gentleman  (hould  conceive 
himfelf  the  reprefentative  of  the  violent  and  extravagant  declama- 
tions which  fo  fatally  were  received  in  this  Houfe  with  fo  much  ap- 
probation, and  which  have  been  attended  with  fuch  lamentable  con* 
fequences  to  this  country  and  to  Europe. 

The  frivolous  fchool-boy  topics,  for  fuch  they  are,  upon  which 
the  learned  gentleman  propofes  to  modet  our  conduA,  have  indeed 
no  (imilarity  to  the  circumftances  in  which  we  are  placed.  When 
he  defires  to  imitate  the  conduA  of  the  Romans,  doe^  he  remcm* 
i>er  that  the  Romans  were  a  people  inured  to  war  and  to  hardfliips  ? 
Does  he  mean  to  compare  a  commercial  country  like  Great  Britain 
with  a  warlike  people  like  the  Romans,  or  to  point  out  iimilar  rules 
of  policy  for  the  guidance  of  our  conduft  ^  Had  Rome  the  debt  by 
which  this  country  is  borne  down  ?  Had  Rome  the  bulwark  of  a 
navy  fupported  by  commerce  ?  Would  facking  that  capital  have 
given  a  death  to  that  credit,  by  which  alone  we  can  fubfift  as  a  na- 
tion ?  If  the  arguments  of  the  learned  gentleman  could  ^ven  pro- 
duce the  cffeSt  which  he  defires,  the  event  would  not  fumi(h  a  fub-> 
jeA  for  the  moralift  and  the  hiAorian,  but  the  fate  which  would 
await  the  right  honourable  gentleman,  if  he  was  ijeduced  by  fud& 
councils,  might  be  expreffed  in  the  language  of  the  poet-^ 

I  demens  curreper  Alpes. 
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Pofteritjr  would  brand  his  name  in  the  (ame  manner,  fumifliing  in 
his  (leftrudion  ooly  the  fubjedt  of  panegyric  to  fchool-boy  politictant^ 
and  a  fpeech  to  a  grave  dodor  learned  in  ihe  law. 

The  learned  gentleman,  amidft  all  his  topics  of  argument,  faid 
nothing  as  to  the  nature  of  the  bill  before  the  Houfe.  If,  after  the 
deviations  which  the  courfc  which  the  debate  has  taken,  I  may  veil* 
ture  to  take  that  liberty  without  being  called  to  order,  I  (haU'now 
fay  a  few  words  to  the  queftion.  It  has  been  afkcd,  dothofe  who 
oppofe  this  meafurc  admit  the  principle,  or  can  they  produce  any 
thiqg  better  ?  Certainly  no  perfon  is  bound  to  propofe  a  meafure  of 
bis  own  when  he  rifes  to  oppofe  that  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer,  yet  in  foch  a  crifis  as  the  prefent  it  would  be  unmanly  to 
withhold  any  ideas  which  we  can  contribute,  or  any  of  the  fentimenta 
we  entertain.  I  then  fay  that  the  only  mode  by  which  any  fum 
like  that  required  can  be  raifed,  is  by  a  k)an,  the  intereft  of  which 
is  to  be  paid  by  taxes  or  voluntary  contribution,  with  a  finking  fund 
for  the  extindion  of  the  debt.  This  is  the  true  principle  by  which 
money  in  this  country  can  be  raifed.  Suppofe  Jt  is  impoflible  to 
borrow  ;  in  fuch  a  flate  of  things  this  country  is  ruined.  If  Go* 
vemment  cannot  borrow,  the  fubjed  cannot  give*  I  am  very  far 
from  wi(hing  to  inculcate  defpair.  If  I  really  entertained  fuch  a 
fentiment,  I  (hould  wi(h  to  difguife  it  even  to  myfelf.  But  we 
may  yet  borrow.  How  then  are  the  funds  to  be  raifed  to  that  ftate 
at  which  it  may  be  convenient  to  borrow  ?  It  muft  be  done  by 
abandoning  the  fyftem  in  which  we  have  proceeded,  by  retrenchment 
in  the  public  expence.  If  public  fpitit  does  cxift,  voluntary  fub« 
fcriptions  may  afford  fome  aid  ;  but,  of  this,  I  confefs,  I  am  not 
very  fanguine.  Above  all,  however,  it  is  neceflary  to  reftore  the 
Bank  to  its  former  credit,  to  prevent  any  ftipulation  being  made  to 
prevent  it  from  paying  its  juft  debts  ;  and  to  reftore  to  the  country 
the  bleOings  of  peace.  As  to  the  prefent  meafure,  it  muft  end  in 
forced  contribution  of  income  by  forced  difclofure,  a  thing  utterly  ir- 
reconcileable  to  the  fpirit  of  a  free  and  commercial  country.  If 
afleflors  were  to  be  appointed  arbitarily  to  make  afleflfments  of  the 
income  of  every  individual,  which  from  the  furveys  already  made 
by  the  ooUedors,  of  the  income  of  individuals,  feems  to  be  the  de- 
£gn  of  Minifters,  fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding  would  be  a  better  cri- 
terion than  the  affeflfed  taxes.  In  my  mind,  no  criterion  at  all, 
however  good  it  niay  be  thought^can  render  tlie  principle  tolerable* 
Thofe  who,  from  the  criterion  taken  up  by  the  Minifter  this  year> 
have  been  caught^  will  be  careful  in  future  to  avoid  any  external 
fymptoms,  by  which  on  any  future  occafion  they  might  be  affeffed. 
Ic  will  occafion  univcrfal  retrenchment,  ind  confequcntly  injure  tho 
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revenue  by  deftroying  confumption.  The  tSc&  of  this  fyftem  of 
retrenchment  will  dicninifh  the  public  revenue  by  at  lead  two  mil- 
lions. An  arbitrary  affeflment  would  be  better  than  that  taken  on 
any  criterion,  becaufe  the  former  would  make  it  indifferent  to  the 
perfon  contributing  whether  he  fpent  all  his  income  or  nut ;  while 
^e  latter  would  induce  him  to  avoid  every  appearance  that  could 
be  made  the  future  ftandard  of  contribution.  A  coach-maker,  in 
Long-acre,  would  do  wifely,  if  he  could,  to  give  at  once  an  hun- 
dred pounds,  than  a  much  fmaller  fum  which  deprived  him  of  his 
euftomers.  In  the  fame  manner  the  watch-makers.  Their  em-* 
ployment  was  not  taxed,  becaufe  that  would  fecm  to  tax  ingenious 
mechanics  ;  but  thofe  who  wore  watches  were  taxed,  and' many  in- 
duftrious  men  were  reduced  to  the  moft  deplorable  wretchedncfs. 
The  whole  fyftem  and  principle  of  the  meafure  appears  to  me  ut- 
tcriy  irreconcileable' with  every  wife  and  juft  fcheme  of  taxation. 

What  fubftirute  then  Is  to  be  taken  ?  There  are  but  three  ways 
in  which  this  fum  can  be  raifed  within  the  year — either  by  voluntary 
contributions,  by  increaGngthe  exifting taxes,  or  a  forced  loan;  and 
of  thefe  three  the  prefent  meafure  is  the  worft.  Might  not  the 
whole  of  the'  plan  be  poftponed,  except  that  which  provides  for  vo- 
luntary contributions  ?  And  I  am  fure,  for  one,  I  have  no  objec* 
lion  to  read  the  bill  in  that  cafe  three  times  in  one  day,  that  we  may 
try  this  experiment.  With  this  bill  hanging  overj  fuch  contribu- 
tions could  not  be  called  voluntary,  for  no  man  could  hefuate,  in 
in  point  of  prudence,  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  what  he  would  be 
obliged  to  pay  rather  than  be  made  to  contribute  on  the  valuation  of 
income  taken  from  any  vifible  fymptoms.  I  am  not  very  fanguine 
of  the  fuccefs  of  voluntary  contributions,  without  fome  fuch  com- 
J)ulfion.  From  the  higheft  to  the  lowcfl  of  thofe  connefled  with 
the  Government,  there  has  been  no  dlfpofition  to  give  up  any 
thing :  there  has  been  no  example  to  the  people  of  this  fpirit  of  fa- 
criBce.  It  is  not  eafy  to  encourage  individuals  in  the  habits  of  ac- 
quifition,  and  the  fpirit  of  liberality  towards  the  Government.  If 
a  Bengal  mcmihi,  or  a  Chinefe  mandarin,  were  to  be  informed  that 
400  millions  had  been  lent  to  the  Government  by  individuals ; 
that  a  race  was  run  by  the  competitors  for  the  preference ;  that  men 
contended  about  the  fubdivifion  of  the*  portions,  and  to  parcel  out 
the  parts  among  a  crowd  of  friends,  he  would  be  ready  to  exclaim, 
O  magnanimous,  O  invinfible  People !  Were  he  again  to  be  told 
that  the  views  which  a^uated  the  lenders  were  felfifb,  that  thdr 
pr  fts '  wtfre  ufurious  ;  that  loyalty-loan  holders  had  befi^d  their 
houfe  for  Indemnification  for  the  lofs  fuftained  on  a  bargain,  he  would 
brclaim,  O  wretched,  O  undone  People !     It  is  by  addrdEng  thf 
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mtereft  of  this  body  of  men,  however,  that  the  accommodation  of 
the  Government  can  be  fecured  ;  and  how  is  the  credit  of  the  coun- 
try to  be  reftored  to  that  fituation  which  will  render  it  pradicabJe  ? 

No  difpofition  to  contribute  voluntarily  has  yet  been  difplayed 
from  the  very  higheft  to  the  loweft  ranks  in  the  Admini(lration  of 
Government.     While  a  teller  of  the  Exchequer  receives  ten  or 
twelve  thoufand  pounds  a  year  by  the  war,  a  near  relation  of  that 
perfon  contends  that  no  peace  ought  to  be  made.     But  I  am  told 
that  it  is  rude,  uncourteous,  vulgar,  to  fuppofe  that  fuch  a  fum  could 
influence  the  fentiments  of  any  man.     Rude,   uncourteous.  and 
vulgar  as  this  is,  the  Conftitution  is  that  rude,  vulgar  fellow,  though 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  will  flout  and  fcorn  thofe  who  fup- 
pofe motives  of  this  nature.     The  Conftttution  is  jealous  of  the 
ctk£t  of  office,  and  even  fends  a  man  back  to  his  conflituents  who  ac- 
cepts a  fituation  to  which  important  duties  are  attached.      I  have 
high  authority  therefore  in  fuppofing  that  fome  biafs  may  afled  the 
mind  where  intereft  powerfully  prompts  a  man  to  fupport  any  fyftem 
of  meafures.     I  recolledi,  that  at  the  end  of  the  American  war« 
when  I  was  Secretary  to  the  Treafury,  the  noble  Marquis,  who  is 
teller  of  the  Exchequer,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Commiflioners  of  the 
Treafury,  requefling  that  the  oflice  might  be  placed  in  the  reform, 
but  faying  at  the  fame  time  that  his  confcience  would  burn  to  think 
that  he  was  profiting  by  the  calamities  of  the  country.     This  ofier, 
however,  was  declined.     Now,  however,  when  the  public  exigen- 
cies fo  lbx)ngly  demand  fome  facrifice,  I  am  pcrfuaded  the  noble 
Marquis  will  not  only  be  ready  to  forego  a  part  of  the  profits  of  hi9 
oflice,  but  will  bring  up  all  the  arrears  that  burn  upon  his  confcience 
fince  the  year  1783- 

LaA  y<ar  I  took  occafion  to  (late  that  twenty-four  millions  would 
beneceflary  for  the  peace  eftabliihment  of  the  countr)',  taking  the 
average  peace  eftablifiiment  before  the  war  at  feventeen  millions. 
Since  that  period  feven  and  a  half  millions  of  permanent  taxes 
have  been  added,  and  it  will  require  another  million  and  a  half  be- 
fore the  fum  already  expended  and  due  can  be  provided.  Thus 
twenty-fix  millions  muft  be  raifed,  thoi^h  peace  were  immediatelf 
to  take  place.  When  it  is  confidered,  however,  what  any  new  peace 
eftblifhment  muft  be  ;  when  the  fyflem  which  is  purfued  in  this 
country  is  taken  into  view;  when  the  manner  in  which  Ireland  is 
not  governed,  but  ground  down  and  oppreflfed ;  when  the  hollow 
and  deceitful  nature  of  any  peace  with  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman is  recolle^ed,  no  man  can  think  that  two  millions  morCf 
making  twenty-eight  millions,  would  l)e  an  extravagant  computa- 
tion as  the  amount  of  the  permanent  peace  eflablilbment.  This 
is  a  tremendous  and  awful  confideration  i  but  if  the  countiy  is  to  be 
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fcvod^  wc  muft  look  oor  fituadon  in  the  bct^  and  make  proviiioti 
tor  the  utmoft  extent  of  our  difficulties. 

While  the  Bank  continues  in  its  prefent  date  of  dqiendance  on 
the  Mmiftef,  it  is  impoffible  to  hope,  however,  diat  public  credit 
can  be  refiored,  and  the  funds  r^ifec)-  Laft  year  much  was  faid  iq 
the  newfpapers  a^bout  the  connexion  between  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  Bank.  It  was  faid  that  the  banns  had  been 
forbid.  The  conduA  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hewed 
d»t  he  cultivated  the  connexion  on  account  of  the  lady's  dowry, 
not  for  the  comfort  of  her  fociety.  At  firft  the  af&ir  Teemed  to  prcr 
icnt  the  appearance  of  a  penitent  fedudiooi  but  now  it  h^s  dcgcne* 
rated  into  a  contented  prohibition.  The  country  wi(bed  to  fbigive 
the  indifcretion,  op  the  hopes  of  amendment.  What  has  pioducec) 
the  infatuation  it  is  not  eafy  to  conjeAure,  unlefs  the  right  honour^ 
s^ble  gentleman  had  given  the  old  lady  love-powder.  The  heyday 
of  the  blood  was  over,  but  the  ranknefs  of  pailion  has  not  fubfided. 
The  dear  dear  deceiver  is  taken  into  fiivour,  and  the  ruiti  he  ha^ 
occajioned  is  forgotten. 

Upon  tfie  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  the  Handing 
Committee  of  correfpondence  between  the  Bank  and  the  Miniftcr 
pronounce,  that  there  arefufficient  means  to  pay  all  the  private  debt^ 
of  the  Bank— but  the  Mimfter  interpofes.  The  Bank  is  placed  in 
the  (ituation  of  a  perfon  who  can  pay  and  will  not.  Of  all  fituations 
*  none  could  be  more  injurious  to  credit  than  this.  When  it  is  known 
that  men  are  willing  to  pay,  credit  ftretches  a  great  way  in  favour  of 
their  ability^  but  when  a  perfon  is  underftood  to  be  able  to  py,  and 
will  not,  the  confidence  on  which  credit  muft  be  founded  is 
overthrown. 

The  manner  in  which  the  laft  report  of  the  Bank  Committee  is 
drawn  up  is  likewife  very  curious.  It  is  found  there  is  enough  of 
fund  to  pay  the  private  creditors  of  the  Bank  ;  but  jno,  (ays  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  claps  his  lode  and*  key  on  their 
coffers.  Without  meaning  any  quibble  on  the  name  of  the  honour- 
able Chairman  of  the  Committee,  the  conduA  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  irrefiftibly  reminds  me  of  an  oM  proverb.  The  re- 
port of  the  Committee  is  very  favourable,  but  ftill  the  Bank  muft 
be  kept  under  confinement.  '<  Brag  is  a  good  dog,*'  (ays  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  <<  but  Holdfaft  is  a  better,"  and  the  Bank 
muft  be  kept  under  the  tutorage  of  the  Minifter  tilLhe  finds  it  con- 
venient for  himfelf  to  fet  the  Diredors  at  liberty.  The  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  to  Government  occafioned  the  firft  ftoppage,  and 
now  throe  millions  are  again  to  be  advanced  without  any  fecurity 
whatever.     If  the  Directors  do  not  infift  on  fome  fecurity  for  their 
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Kpajrment,  thc^  will  be  guilty  of  a  grofs  breach  of  duty,  and  Air 
moft  culpable  negleft  of  the  intereft  of  their  con(litueifta«  It  feemt 
that  the  Bank  is  to  be  the  new  Temple  of  Janus-«-ev^  (hut  in  time 
of  war.  While  war  continues  we  muft  be  contented  to  view  the 
mtaigre  paper  profile ;  nor  will  we  be  permitted  to  contemplate  tbcf 
.golden  buiUJ^  the  return  of  peace.  The  French  Directory  aie 
thus  to  havnne  keys  of  the  Bank,  which  cannot  be  opened  till  th^ 
grant  permiflion. 

The  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  that  the  French  aim  their 
attacks  againft  the  credit  of  this  country,  and  it  is  neceflfaiy  (0  guard 
againft  their  deiign.  The  expreflion  of  the  report  is  whimiical 
enough.  It  ftates  that  the  enemy  defign  to  attack  us  **  by  means 
of  our  credit."  No,  fays  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  I  have 
taken  care  to  take  that  weapon  out  of  your  hands ;  a  dangerous  we»* 
pon  like  this  I  certainly  will  not  leave  you  to  employ.  It  is  faid  bjr 
fome  that  the  conduct  of  thofe  who  oppofc  the  Minifter  encourages 
the  French;  while  on  the  contrary  the  whole  fyftem  of  his  Adminif- 
trtition  tends  to  encourage  their  deligns.  He  has  taught  them  to  be- 
lieve that  he  governs  the  lower  claffes  only  by  coercion,  and  the  up* 
per  ranks  by  corruption.  More  is  done  by  the  language  held  bjr 
feme  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe,  that  it  is  neceflfary  to  confine  the  fol« 
diers  in  barracks,  to  make  them  deaf  if  the  people  cannot  be  made 
dumb,  than  by  any  condufl,  which  can  be  imputed  to  the  oppofers 
of  Minlftcrs.  By  (hewing  that  the  Minifter  can  get  no  fupport  uti* 
purchafcd,  the  enemy  are  led  to  think  that  there  is  no  public  fpirit  ia 
the  country,  that  nothing  can  be  done  but  by  jobs,  and  titles^and  pea* 
(ions.  What  can  they  think  of  thofe  who  come  forward  under  die 
pretence  of  public  fpirit,  when  they  fee  that  every  man  obtains  his 
own  private  job  as  the  reward  of  his  miniRerial  devotion  ?  They 
faw  diat  difgrace  after  difgrace  never  dimini(hed  his  power,  tbait 
every  fuccefiive  attack  on  liberty  was  defended  and  fupported  by 
compliant  majorities,  that  every  new  failure  ferved  only  to  rivet  the 
attachment  of  his  fervile  adherents.  When  they  fee  the  nation  en- 
dure thefe  things,  can  they  conceive  that  it  will  be  found  to  contain 
much  public  fpirit  to  refift  a  foreign  enemy  ?  Beyond  queftton  great 
fiicrifices  muft  be  made  whoever  is  MiniAer  ;  and  if  the  enemy  per- 
fevere  in  their  defigns,  re(i(lance  to  invafion  muft  be  encouraged  at 
every  hazard.  We  mull  give  up  the  idea,  however,  of  doing  this 
and  continuing  in  a  (late  of  luxury.  Should  it  be  neceifary,  wc 
muft  (hew  that  we  are  ready  to  flrip  to  the  (kin  to  maintain  our  in- 
dependance  and  our  liberties,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  were  com- 
pelled to  ftruggle  for  their  freedom.  It  is  mere  cant  and  delufion 
to  talk  any  longer  of  giving  up  a  part  to  preferve  the  whole^  that  wc 
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muft  leave  both  our  liberty  and  property  ttnmoilgaged  to  pofterity. 
If  I  am  called  upon  to  pay  a  fliillinglo  preferve,  this  is  intelligible  ; 
but  if  I  am  called  upon  twenty  times  fucificffivcly  for  my  (hilling, 
it  is  ridiculous  to  rell  me  of  givit^  a  part  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
whole.  This  will  not  do ;  and  as  a  worthy  Baronet  (Sir  W.  Pulteney) 
laid  on  another  occafion,  if  it  is  fo  often  repeated,  it  CQ|^es  to  be  no 
joke.  This  kind  of  paradoxical  infult  cannot  long  b^ndured.  It 
will  not  do  to  tell  us  that  fending  millions  of  money  to  Germany  fpr 
die  defence  of  this  country  is  true  economy  ;  that  to  lop  off  the  mod 
valuable  of  our  liberties  is  to  preferve  the  Conftitution  ;  that  not  to 
pay  its  lawful  credit(n^  is  to  fupport  the  credit  of  the  Bank  ;  and  to 
introduce  a  univerfal  difclofure  of  income  is  to  proted  property. 
This  is  the  laft  ftage  of  fuch  deluflon.  The  tricks  have  been  too 
often  repeated  to  elude  the  moft  inattentive  obfervation.  While 
the  afEiirs  of  this  country  continue  in  the  fame  hands,  they  cannot 
be  adminiftered  wifely  or  well.  The  country  cannot  have  confi- 
dence in  a  fyftem  always  unfuccefsful*  now  hopelefs  ;  and  the  dif- 
miflfal  of  Minifters  mud  be  the  preliminary  fiep  to  any  vigour  of 
fyftem>  or  any  profpcft  of  peace. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUN  DAS  faid,  from  the  tenor  of  the  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeech,  he  (hould  have  conBdered  the.country  was  at 
its  laft  gafp ;  but  when  he  heard  him  declaiming  ^ith  fo  many 
lively  fallies  and  fuch  gaiety,  he  coul J  not  fuppofe  the  honourable 
gentleman  himfeif  entertained  fuch  an  idea.  One  thing  he  was 
glad  to  hear  that  fome  of  thofe  who  objected  to  the  prefent  meafure 
did  not  defpair,  even  fuppofing  it  (hould  be  let  a(fid6.  He  was 
happy  that  the  credit  of  the  Bank  was  unimpaired,  nor  had  the  cir« 
culation  been  diminidicd.  Mr.  Dundas  complimented  the  learned 
gentleman  (Dr.  LaurciKc)  on  his  elaborate  fpeech.  When  he  ftated 
the  iituation  in  which  this  dbuntry  was  brought  by  the  menaces  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  abfolute  neceffity  there  was  for  vigour,  in  order 
to  bring  about  the  defirable  object  of  peace,  he  brought  forward 
what  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  chofc  to  keep  out  of  fight,  namely, 
the  views  of  the  enemy  with  whom  vvc  were  contending  ;  and  he 
believed  that  the  learned  gentleman'  (Eh*.  Laurence)  had  left  an  im- 
preflion  on  tlie  mi  rids  of  many  by  his  fpeech  not  to  be  done  away 
by  the  pleafantrics  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  He  had  no  hefi« 
tation  in  declaring,  that  if  ever  there  was  a  meafure  which  of  all 
others  deferved  moft  approbation,  and  was  likely  to  bring  the  coun* 
try  out  of  its  dii^rds,  it  was  the  prefent.  Our  ftrcngth  as  a  nation 
was  but  littlo  dipuniihed.  Could  any  man  fuppofe,  that  the  wealth 
of  ^iis;wuntiy  was  Icfs  now  than  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
wfa^OiHle  lo^kcd^at  our  commerce  i  There  was  in  this  countiy  every 
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criterion  of  wealth  ;  the  incrcafed  value  of  land,  the  number  of 
public  and  private  works  undertaken^  &ic.  confirmed  this.  The 
riches  of  the  country  were  now  in  full  vigour  j  and  were  the  coun- 
try forced  to  yield  to  an  imperious  enemy,  it  would  be  with  its 
fources  of  weiihh  unimpaired.  It  was  higfily  worthy  of  the  wif- 
dom  or  that  Houfe  toconfid^r  well  if  any  meafure  could  be  adopted 
by  which  the  refources  of  the  country  could  be  called  forth,  without 
having  the  cfPedt  materially  to  depreciate  the  value  of  the  funds* 
The  prcfent,  he  confidered  to  be  a  meafure  of  that  fort.  With  re- 
gard to  the  funded  fyftem,  he  confidered  that  had  it  not  taken  place, 
the  glory  of  this,  country  could  never  have  been  raifed  to  its  prefcnt 
height.  But  it  was  commend<(ble  to  moderate  that  fyftem,  by  raifing 
the  fupply  partly  in  one  way  and  partly  in  another  ;  and  by  this 
plan  a  provifion  was  made  for  the  extinction  of  the  capital.  "  By 
this  means  our  enemies  would  learn  that  this  country  had  within  it- 
felf  the  means  of  raifmg  fupplies  to  prevent  fuch  an  addition  to  the 
capital  debt,  and  alfo  to  provide,  after  peace,  for' a  reduction  of  that 
debt.  We  (hould  endeavour  that  all  the  various  orders  of  fociety 
ihould  bear  their  parts :  we  all  enjoyed  the  advantages,  we  (hould 
equally  bear  the  burdens.  If  it  was  in  our  power,  however,  by 
any  modification,  to  exempt  the  poorcA  and  lowed  orders,  we  ought 
to  do  it. 

It  was  important  in  another  point  of  view*- We  were  engaged 
in  a  great  ftrugglc,  which,  he  truAed,  would  not  be  a  long  one  ;  for 
if  it  ever  came  to  the  queftion  of  a  defcent  upon  our  £Qand,  it  muft 
foon  come  to  a  crifis. 

He  contended  that  if  ever  the  objefls  of  the  enemy  were  ftiort  of 
the  dcftruflion  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  ftill  the  meafure  would  be 
neccffarj',  and  even,  if  poflible,  more  fo,  fuppofe  their  objeft  was  to 
deftroy  our  credit.  This  would  be  an  additional  reafon  with  him 
for  urging  the  meafure,  and  for  raifing  that  portion  of  the  fupply  in 
the  manner  propofed  by  the  bill.  Should  the  enemy  be  defperate 
enotigh  to  carry  their  threats  into  execution,  the  firuggle,  he  was 
confident,  would  not  belong.  If  the  attempt  (hould  not  be  made^ 
but  their  bravadoes  fuflPered  to  die  away,  even  then,  he  conceived 
the  meafure  of  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  to  be  neceflary. 
Great  (acrifices  were  undoubtedly  to  be  made ;  but  gentlemen  (hould 
bear  in  mind  the  magnitude  of  the  obje£t.  It  was  to  prevent  the 
capital  of  the  national  debt  from  being  too  unwieldy  for  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  finking  fund.  The  falutary  confequences  of  fuch  a 
mode  of  finance  were  obvious :  on  the  return  of  peace  the  capital 
would  be  (bund  in  fuch  a  (late,  as  that,  in  a  few  years,  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  finking  fund,  the  Minifier  of  the  day  would  have  the 
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very  agreeable  profpeft  of  t>elng  aibleto.  take  ofF  from,  inltead  of 
being  obliged  to  add  to,  the  burdens  of  the  people.  This  was  a 
proceeding  which  his  right  honourable  friend,  in  cqnfequence  of  his 
judicious  financial  management,  had  been  able  to  carry  into  eficft  a 
(hort  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  prcfcnt  war.— 
And  here  he  muft  be  allowed  to  dwell  a  little  on  a  circumAance 
which  refleiflcd  the  greatcft  credit  on  the  financial .charadter  of  his 
right  honourable  friend.  Gentlemen  at  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  when  they  exerted  themfelves  to  draw  an  unfavourable  pic- 
ture of  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  uniforirily 
compared  them  with  the  Aate  they  were  inin  1792,  or  a  (hort  time 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  ;  but  who  exalted  the 
finances  to  their  then  unparalleled  ftate  of  profperity  ?  Certainly  his 
right  honourable  friend.  That  this  affertion  was  true  would  be 
fcen  by  a  comparifon  of  the  ftate  of  the  finances  in  1792  and  in 
1 783,  after  the  clofe  of  the  American  war,  and  when  his  right  ho- 
nourable friend  firft  came  into  office.  He  well  remembered  the 
grievous  complaints  which  were  then  made  of  the  ftate  of  the 
nnances,  the  declarations  refped^ing  their  being  ruined,  and  that  no 
hopes  were  to  be  entertained  of  their  revival.  He  requefted  gen- 
tlemen to  compare  their  deplorable  ftate  at  that  period  with  the  con- 
feffedly  exalted  and  profperous  fituation  in  which  they  were  in 
1702,  and  the  fupcriority  of  his  right  honourable  friend's  (kill  and 
abilities  as  a  financier  would  appear  beyond  controverfy — Their 
unprecedented  improvement  was  folely  to  be  attributed  to  him. 
When  he  confidered  this,  and  recolledled  at  the  fame  time  the  rc- 
cent  language  of  fome  gentlemen  on  die  other  fide  of  the  Houfe — 
their  invccSlivcs  and  afTcrtions  refpetSing  his  right  honourable  friend's 
adminiftration  of  the  finances,  he  muft  certainly  infer,  that  thcfc 
gentlemen  cither  did  not  exprefs  their  real  femimcnts,  or  that  they 
*Jid  not  undcrftand  the  fubjcdt — No  ferious  alarm  was  therefore  to 
be  entertained  from  their  comments  on  tl\at  head.  He  was  confi- 
dent the  refult  would  prove  the  wifdom  and  pu  pricey  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman's  financial  condufl. 

With  rcfped  to  the  more  immediate  fubjcd  of  debate,  much 
had  been  faid,  he  ol>rerved,  rcfpefling  pledges  given  to  fupport  or  to 
oppofe  the  mcafar'-  ;  on  thofe  he  would  not  expatiate — but  would 
notice  the  projcc>  wb.ich  had  been  recendy  fuggcftcd  by  a  learned 
gentleman,  with  the  intent  of  rendering  the  prcient  meafure  un- 
neceflfary — whatever  partiality  that  honourable  gentleman  might 
havcxo  a  darlinu  offspring,  he  had  little  heiuation  in  faying,  that  it 
would  be  found,  on  examination,  liable  to  all  the  objeflinns  of  that 
now  under  di'cuflion — and  with  rcfpeft  to  its  details — if  that  part 
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of  it  was  left  out,  which  went  to  impore  a  tax  upon  transfers  of  the 
funds,  much  lefs  would  be  produced  by  the  learned  gentleman's 
plan,  than  by  the  bill  in  queftion.  He  would  requeft  pcntlemen 
fairly  to  fpeakout  and  fay,  if  they  could  reconcile  their  minds  to  a 
tax  upon  the  funds  r  He  did  not  fay  whether  fiich  a  meafure  would 
be  right  or  wrong  ;  but  what  would  gentlemen  fay  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  fuch  a  proceeding  r  He  would  aflc  for  the  opinion  of 
any  candid  man  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  tax  upon  funded  property^ 
keeping  in  mind  at  the  fame  time  the  neceflity  of  raifing  part  of 
the  fupplies  within  the  year.  It  would  be  weak  and  foolifh  indeed, 
to  lay  afide  the  prcfent  plan,  as  mofl  probably,  after  an  invefligation, 
the  projc<3  alluded  to  would  be  found  impra<3ieable.  In  fucli  cafe 
all  their  labour  would  be  Io(l ;  and  this  rcafon  would  apply  agninft 
other  plans  that  might  be  fuggeftcd.  Procrafti nations  muft  enfue  of 
courfc,  and  the  rcfult  would  be,  that  Government  would  be  left 
without  a  fliilling  to  pay  the  army  and  the  navy.  It  was  fix  weeks 
fince  the  firft  introduflion  of  the  prcfent  bill  ;  it  had  undergone 
repeated  difcuflions;  had  been  modified  fo  as  to  make  it  palatable, 
to  all  rational  pcrfons  ;  it  was  matured  fo  as  to  be  rendered  prac- 
ticable ;  and  having  gone  through  all  this  fiery  ordealy  was  it  to  be 
relinquished  for  every  crude,  indigcfted,  and  perhaps  impradicable 
plan,  which  any  honourable  gentleman  miglit  think  proper  to  fug- 
gcfl ;  the  good  fcnfe  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  confident,  would  make 
tlic  option  on  that  point.  With  rcfpcS  to  the  idea  of  an  honour- 
able member  of  rccuriing  to  the  ufaal  mode  of  loan  for  raifing  the 
fupply,  as  well  as  fomc  collateral  points  fuggeftcd  by  him,  he 
allowed  his  candour  in  fairly  fpcaking  out  on  the  fubjcft:  His  idea 
of  retrenchment  was  certainly  a  very  good  one,  and  it  had  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  Minifters  for  fome  time.  It  was  alfoftrongly 
recommended  by  a  rcfpet^.ible  Committee  of  that  Houfe,  and  fome 
fpccific  mc.^.rtiics  ;vcrc  abt)ut  to  ht  adopted  on  that  head.  He  could 
not,  however,  fo  fully  aj;ree  with  him  as  to  lus  idea  of  raifing  the 
fupply  by  means  of  voluntary  ctiiiri'jutlons.  He  was  not  fanguine 
enough  to  think  it  could  be  done  ;  however,  it  may  be  confidered 
as  an  auxilliary  to  the  bill ;  and  by  the  operation  of  one  of  its 
claufes,  he  doubted  not  but  a  conficlci:\hle  fum  of  money  would  be 
obtained  in  that  way.  He  had  alfo  to  contend  againft  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  with  refpect  to  thcftatcof  our  military  defence,  and 
to  infift,  that  a  ftrong  and  powerful  military  eftablifhment  was  in 
found  and  experienced  policy  to  be  confidered  as  a  means  of  obtain- 
in^  an  honourable  peace.  This  laft  point  indeed  had  been  already 
fu  s  debated,  and  recognised  by  Parliament  without  a  diiTentient 
voice.     Much  ftrcfs  had  been  laid  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
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fpedling  radical  reform  had  been  commented  on  in  his  prefcncc,  as 
it  afforded  him  a  regular  opportunitr  of  fully  Explaining  them. 

ftrong  a  part  againft  Mr.  Fox,  and  others  had  fuch  a  prejudice  againil  him, 
that  they  had  not  any  hope  of  bringing  my  proportion  to  bear  with  them. 
I  repeated  my  reafoniog  as  earneftly  as  polFible,  and  prevailed  upon  thofe 
gentlemen  to  fay  they  would  recommend  the  fuggeftion  to  the  confideration 
of  their  comrades.     I  preiTed  the  counfel  upon  many  of  them  individually 
afterwards ;  and  I  went  out  of  town.     Public  matters  growing    more 
gloomy  in  their  afped  every  day,  I  received  letters  from  fome  of  thoie 
gentlemen  containing  fuch  remonftrances  on  my  abfence,  that  1  returned 
dircdlly  to  London.     The  perfons  with  whom  I  had  before  conferred, 
came  to  me  as  foon  as  they  Iieard  I  was  arrived.     They  told  me  the  repag- 
nanceof  their  party  to  Mr.  Fox  was  invincible  ;  but  that  a  fenfe  ot  the 
extreme  peril  to  which  the  ftate  was  expofed,  had  l>ccomc  fo  general,  as  to 
make  it  clear,  that  a  majority  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  be  for  a 
new  Adminiitration ;  and  they  produced  a  very  long  lifl^  iK^eei^  of  Mem'' 
bersf  containing  nsen  of  the  grCtiteft  weight  in  the  country,  who  wi(hed 
that  I  (hould  iiand  at  their  head.     I  explained  to  tlit  gentlemen  that  to 
make  myfelf  the  chief  of  a  party  would  no  more  fuit  me  than  it  would 
become  them  to  enroll  themfelves  under  me — that  though  I  mull  be  flattered 
very  highly  as  being  thought  by  fuch  pf  rfonages  equal  to  the  guidance  of 
affairs  in  fo  formidable  a  crifis,  the  lituaiion  to  which  they  deftincd  me  was 
oioft  ineligible  for  me — that  I  would,  notwithftanding,  not  (brink  from  it, 
if  my  acceptance  of  it  would  be  regarded   by  his  Majefty  as  an  aft  of 
duty,  and  by  the  public  as  an  aft  of  zeal — that  to  enfure  fuch  a  conftruc- 
tion,  I  muft  not  enter  into  any  management   or  intrigue;  but  that  the 
bufinefs  muft  be  done  by  their  (iP'^n  and  manly  declaration  of  what  they 
thought  neceflary  for  the  public  intcrcft  in  fuch  an  exigency.  I  fufpcft  that 
Mr.  Fox  obtained  information  of  the  fentiments  r.f  thcfe  gentlemen,  and 
thence,  ^wih  that  elevated  J ifiuUreJieJfTefst  mndhouefl  anxiety  fhr  the  natioftal 
tvelfai'e^  ^^h:ch  guides  all hiiaSl  ens,  determined  by  the  facnfice  of  his  own 
pretcnfions  to  remove  every  obftacle  from  an  arrangement  whichl^e  thoVigbt 
might  he  produ(^>ive  of  good    to  the  c  untry.     This  ftcp  did  indeed  ap- 
pear to  forward  the  views  of  the  indcjx^ndcnt  Members  :  For  it  feemeJto 
call  upon    Minifters  to   fhcw   an   equal  degree   of  public  fpirit,  and  to 
retire  fmm  ftations  which   they   could  no   longer   fill 'with  brnefet  to 
the  empire.     It -was  underjlood  that    they  felt  it  fo :   And   on    that  fupjK'- 
fition  the  independent  Members  made  a  more  pointed   application  to  me. 
FJitherro,  nobody  has  been  drfignated  for  any  particular  office  but  Sir 
V.'iir«nm  Pnltency.     The  'jentlcm'-n  had  faid  that  he  v/as  the  perfon  whom 
they  (hould  be  mod  gratified  in  feeing  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  And 
1  had  profrfTed  to  them  and  to  him  that  there  was  not  any  perfon  with  - 
whom  1  could  aft  more  confidently.     From  what  I  have  mentioned,  how- 
ever,  you  will  fee  that  it  was  not  in  the  contemplation  of  my  friends  to 
have  an  Ad miniil ration  formed  by  a  junftion  with  the  majority  of  the 
prefcnt  Cabinet.     One  perfon,   indeed,   had  obferved  to  me,  that,  if 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  GrenviUc  were  difplaced,  the  remainder  of  the  Cabinet 
would  fuit  my  purpofcs  as  well  as  any  men  that  I  could  find :  But  I  di- 
reftl^  met  that  fuggeftion,  by  a  declaration,  that  nothing  could  induce 
me  to  go  into  o'^ce  upon  terms  of  that  nature.     The  introduv^tion  of  Lord 
Thurlow,  Sir  William  Fulteney,  and  rayfclf  into  that  Cabinet,  could  not 
esffufe  the  Public  of  a  change  of  system  :   And  it  was  neceffary  that  in 
the  very  outfet,  the  confidence  of  the  Public  fhould  attach  iifelf  to  our 
principles  I  I  would  therefore  have  nothing  equivocal.    Without  meaning 
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An  honourable  gentleman  had  dwelt  on  the  QircumAance  of  die 
creations  of  Peers-^on  a  charge  of  fending  money  out  of  the  coun^ 

to  profcribe  individuals,  there  are  ceruin  points  with  which  one  muft  not 
palter.     /  cannot  rverjii  in  a  Cabinet  'with  the  Duke  of  Portland.     He  ap* 
pears  to  me  to  ha*ve  done  more  injury  to  the  Confiitntion^  and  to  the  efiimation  af 
the  higher  ranks  in  this  country  ^  than  any  man  on  the  political  fiage-.     By  hl» 
union  with  Mr.  Pitt,  he  has  given  it  to  be  underltood  by  the  people,  diat 
either  all  the  conlliturional  changes  which  he  and  his  friends  for  fo  many 
years  urged  againft  Mr.  Pitt  were  groundlefs,  or  that  being  folid,  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  waving  them  nfjhen  a  convenient  partition  of  power  and 
emolummts  nxias  protofed.    In  either  cafe  the  people  mud  infer  that  tho 
conditutional  principle  which  can  be  fo  played  with,  is  unimportant;  and 
that  Parliamentary  profcffions  are  no  fccurity.     Were  I  to  connect  myfelf 
with  the  Duke  of  Portland,  I  muft  incur  the  imputation  of  fimilar  laxity; 
and  I  mud  thereby  forfeit  any  claim  to  a  confidence,  without  which  I 
could  n«t  be  of  any  ufe ;  when  nothing  but  the  hope  of  being  of  ufe  coold 
make  me  for  a  moment  liden  to  a  propofal  for  undertaking  office.    Mj 
lAsiJb  nvas  to  procure  for  colleagues  many  ofthofe  nuho  had  been  acting  in  concewi 
'with  Mr.  Fox :  And  it  was  obvious  that  the  dep  which  he  had  taken  wat 
generouily  intended  to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  join  as  unconneded  indi- 
viduals in  a  new  Adminidration.     In  this  my  friends,  of  whom  not  one 
aimcil  at  office,  entirely  concurred,  faying,  that  if  I  continued  refponfible 
to  them  for  meafures,  I  might  take  what  mcnl  chofe.     Thofe  raeafuret 
had  been  readily  ac^judcd  between  us :  for  when  I  detailed  to  thofe  gentle- 
men the  plan  on  which  alone  I  woold  undertake  the  management  of  affain,' 
we  found  that  our  fentiments  agreed  completely.     I  had  dated  that  I  muft 
decline  coming  in,  unlefs  His  Majedy  (hould  graciouily  confent  to  thefe 
three  conditions: — An  endeavour  to  procure  iynmediale  Feacc-^^the  tranmtiUi" 
Tuition  of  Ireland  by  ajufi  and  lement  Jyfit:m  cf  Go^vemment — and  a  full  dif 
clojure  to  the  Nation  as  to  the  extent  of  our  financial  difficulties^  in  order  tO  jut- 
tify  the  call  for  thofe  heavy  contributions  that  would  be  requidte  to  re-  * 
edablidi  credit.     Of  my  friends,  I  demanded  this  condition :  That  bo 
removals  diould  be  made  in  the  Houfehold,  Pod- Office,  Mmt,  or  any 
other  department  not  immediately  conneflcd  with  Miniftcrial  fund^ioo. 
To  this  they  rood  readily  aflentcd.     My  view  was,  to  profp  that  I  nu-^uid 
not  form  to  myfilfa  pary ;  and  that,  as  I  had  merely  from  the  critical  fitu- 
ation  of  public  affairs  confcntcd  to  undertake  a  bufinefs  foreign  to  the  line 
of  life  which  I  had  propofcd  to  myfelf,  I  ftiould  ccafuier  it  a  fortunate  re- 
leafe  whenfoever  His  Majef^y  or  Paili.imcnt  diOuld  tliink  fome  other  per- 
fon  fitter  for  the  dation.     With  the  m^afures  by  which  the  change  of  Ad- 
minidration was  to  be  brought  about,  I  was  to  have  no  concern.     The 
faitiraent  of  the  indepenc-cnt  Members  was  indeed  fubmitted  through  me, 
•as  fome  channel  was  neccdhry  for  the  tranfmiirion  of  their  joint  opmions* 
But  in  this  I  took  no  farther  part.     In  purfuance  of  my  fydem  I  declined 
remaining  in  ],(>rA:  a;  l<*d  from  conllant  couniunicjuions,  the  matter 
(houM  flegeiu-'pte  in'^o  political  intrigue.     I  have  given  you  this  long  de- 
tail chat  you  n»«'.  be  CMpovverVk  to  contradlftanv  miriatcnient  that  yon 
hear :  And  you  are  jn  rfdly  '■jo^lc^ims  to  jhrw  this  letter  to  any  refpeftable  mau 
of  any  ptiriy ;  as  there  was  not  a  point  throughout  the 'bufinefs,  which  I, 
or  any  of  thofe  with  ^vhom  i  conferred,  nesd^wijh  to  conceal.     Not  a  fingle 
man  of  rhofc  who  affured  me  qf  their  fupport  ever  hinted  at  a  private  ob- 
jcdl,  much  Icfs  fuggcded  any  thing  like  a  condition.     You  fay  that  iVIr. 
Skciidan  has  been  traduced  as  wiping  to  abandon  Mr.  Fox»  and  to  pro- 
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try—a  fuppofed  violation  of  the  Appropriation  a£l.     But  he  would 
afky  why  the  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  abfented 

mote  a  new  Adminiftration*  I  had  accidentally  a  eonverfation  with  that 
gentleman  at  the  Houfeof  Lords.  I  remonftrated  ftrongiy  with  him  againft 
a  principle  which  I  heard  Mr.  Fox's  friends  intended  to  lay  down,  naxnely* 
that  they  woald  fupport  a  new  Adminifti-ation,  but  that  not  any  of  them 
would  take  part  in  it.  I  folemnly  declare  upon  my  honour »  that  I  could 
not  (hake  Mr.  Sheridan's  afTcrtion  of  the  propriety  of  that  determination. 
He  faid  that  he  and  Mr.  Fox's  other  friends^  as  well  at  Mr.  Fox  bimfelf* 
would  give  the  moft  energetic  fupport  to  fuch  an  Adminiftracion  as  was  in 
contemplation ;  but  that  their  acceptance  of  office  would  appear  an  acqui- 
efcence  under  the  injudice  of  the  interdifl  fuppofed  to  be  fixed  upon  Mr. 
Fox.  I  did  not,  and  never  can,  admit  the  fairnefs  of  chat  argument,  fiut 
I  gained  nothing  upon  Mr.  Sheridan ;  to  whofe  uprightaefs  m  that  rcfpcft 
I  can  therefore  bear  the  mod  (jecifive  teftimony.  Indeed,  I  am  alhamed 
of  offering  teftimony  where  fufpicion  ought  not  to  be  conceived.  I  cond- 
der  the  whole  of  this  political  negotiation  as  completely  extindl;  and  feeling 
iny  eicape  from  a  hazardous  and  unpleafant  licuation,  I  enjoy  the  confci* 
oufnefsof  not  having  ihrunk  in  an  unmanly  manner  from  any  refponfibility 
in  a  cafe  where  it  was  thought  I  might  be  ufeful  to  the  Communit)'. 

Adieu,  iny  dear  Sir.     Believe  roe  faithfully  yours, 
CoioKfl  M'  Mahom.  { Signed)  MOIRA.* 

*  The  foregoing  letter  not  having  been  inteaded  for  the  Public,  is  not 
lb  full  and  explicit  as  might  have  been  wifhed.  That  the  negotiation  origi- 
nated with  the  Minillers  themfelves  there  is  now  no  doubt.  The  fituation 
of  affidrs  was,  at  tliat  time,  fuch  as  to  fill  them  with  juft  apprehenfion  for 
their  political  fituation.  Lord  Duncan  had  not  thea  deftroyed  the  naval 
power  of  the  Dutch ;  and  they  judged  that  the  French  Diredory  would 
not  feriouily  enter  into  any  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  Government  of 
this  country  while  the  prefent  Minifters  continued  in  the  Adminiflration 
of  it.  A  fcheme  was  therefore  formed  (it  is  faid  by  the  Lord  C  r) 
by  which,  though  a  nominal  change  would  rake  place  in  two  or  three  of 
the  principal  departments,  mod  of  thofe  perfons  who  held  very  Ucrative 
appomtments,  would  be  luficred  to  contmue  in  office.  To  ti£d^  this, 
and  at  the  fame  time  exclude  Mr.  Fox  and  his  party  from  the  new  arrange- 
ment^  a  meeting  was  called  at  Sir  W.  P— -y's,  chiefly  of  thofe  Mem- 
bers whom  Mr.  Secretary  D — ^ had  brought  into  Parliament,  and  a 

few  of  the  independent  and  unconnedlcd  part  of  the  Houfe. — It  was  there 
propofed  that  Mr.  Pitt  (hould  retire  loaded  with  honours,  and  thai  an  ap- 
plication (hould  be  made  to  the  King  to  call  to  his  fervice  what  was  termed 
the  neutral  body  ; — men,  who,  though  they  difapproved  the  war,  had  not 
diftinguifiied  themfelves  by  an  unqualified  and  active  oppofition.     To  this 

end,  the  perfons  recommended,  were  the  Duke  of  N d,  for  the 

Treafury,  Sir  W.  P,  for  the  Exchequer,  Lord  Th ^w  for  the  Prefi- 

dsncy  of  the  Council,  and  the  Earl  of  M a  for  Secretary  of  State,  and 

War-Minifter.  The  plan  was  approved,  and'  it  is  faid  that  a  letter  wat 
written  by  the  Royal  Hand  to  the  noble  Duke ;  but  his  Grace  pleading 

ill  health.  Lord  M. a  and  Sir  W,  P.  were  dcfircd  to  prepare  a  new 

arrangement  for  the  Royal  confideration,  at  the  head  of  wnich  Lord  M.. 
was  himfelf  to  (land. — The  falvation  of  Ireland,  the  ilate  of  the  finances^ 
and  the  refloration  of  peace,  were  objedU  of  fuch  importance  as  to  induce 
the  noble  Lord  to  coofent  to  this  mcafure;  but  poffcifiDg  too  much  fiiamda 
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tfaemfelvcs  from  Parliament  i  He  would  afk,  where  was  a  viola- 
tion of  the  Appropriation  ad  to  be  complained  of  but  in  that 
Houfe  ?  Where  was  the  charge  of  illegally  fending  money  out  of 
the  country,  but  in  that  Houfe  ?  Would  he  deny  that  the  nomination 
to  the  peerage  conftitutionally  vcftcd  in  ihe  crown  ?  The  honourable 
gentleman  (hould  have  brought  forward  thofe  topics  in  Parliament  ; 
they  never  experienced  any  reludance  in  that  Houfe  to  difcufs  them. 
With  refpedl  to  the  general  conduft  01  the  war,  he  would  aflcrr, 
that  at  no  former  period  did  glory  fo  uniformly  attach  to  the  Britifh 
arms  as  during  the  prefent.  No  charge  on  the  fcore  of  ill  fuccefs 
was  to  be  attributed  to  MiniHcrs.  The  Wcd-Indian  operations 
were  loudly  inveighed  again!)  by  gentlemen  ;  but  of  this  he 
would  obfcrvc,  that  while  they  were  in  contempladon,  and  the  pre^ 
parations  for  them  were  no  fccrct,  gentlemen  did  not  advance  a 
finglc  objedion.  The  plan  of  operations  in  that  quarter  was  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Weft-India  proprietors  ;  they  knew  that  offtnfive 
operations,  at  that  time,  were  the  beft  means  of  preferving  our  own 
iflands.  Recurring  again  to  the  particular  fubjedl  of  difcufllon^  he 
contended,  that  the  meafure  was  as  politic  as  it  was  necefl*ary  ;  and 
the  propriety  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  Government  againft  the 
aggreflion  and  arrogance  of  France,  was  very  ably  enforced  in  a 
pamphlet  which  had  recently  fallen  into  his  hands.  It  proved,  he 
obferved,  how  little  France  was  to  be  trufted.  It  was  written  in 
America,  where  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  countries  was  of 
late  much  difcufled.  The  traS  was  written  by  a  Mr.  Harper,  as  an 
addrefs  to  his  conftituents.*     He  ftrongly  and  fucccfsfully  recom- 

and  integrity  to  fuit  the  purpofes  of  thofe  by  whom  the  fcheine  was  origi- 
nally fabricated,  the  projedl  fell  to  the  ground.  He  had  probably  no  great 
wiih  or  intention  to  make  very  extenfivc  changes,  but  infiftcd  on  having  a 
majority  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  even,  it  is  faid,  foggcfted  the  grand  idea  of 
fropofing  to  Mr^  Fox  to  undertake  the  negotiatton  of  peace  y  hy  going  Amhajfador 
to  Parh,  It  is  not  known  that  Mr.  Fox  would  have  acceded ;  but  the  pro- 
portion was  more  than  fufficient  to  defeat  all  the  noble  Lord's  good  in- 
tentions. 7- His  Royal  Mafter,  the  next  time  his  Loidlhip  attended  the  Le- 
vee, very  gracioufly  advifed  him  to  go  into  the  country  fir  the  reflorationof 
hit  health  ; — and  his  Minifters  now  gravely  afiedl  to  know  nothing  of  the 
negotiation!— 

Editor. 

•  *'  Should  any  a(k,  what  are  thefacnfices  we  muft  incur  by  a  war,  and 
what  are  our  means  of  becoming  formidable  £0  France  ?  I  would  anfwer 
that,  as  to  facri£ces,  the  greatefl  we  can  make  is  that  of  oar  ri|;hts  and 
independence;  that  war  is  an  evil  always  to  be  avoided,  but  infinitely  Icfs 
than  national  degradation,  an^  fubmiflion  to  the  v  ill  of  a  foreign  power  ; 
that  every  poflible  lofs  of  property  and  lives,  may  be  repaired  by  time  and 
iodttftry, it  we  preferve our  honour  and  our  govennaCDt;  but  that thefe* 
Vot.  IV.  jL  G 
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meoded  the  neceflity  of  taking  ftrong  and  vigorous  n)csi(ij(es  to  pre- 
serve the  independence  of  the  country.  It  went  to  lay  dowQ  plans 
how  that  country  could  become  formi^iblc  to  France  ;  and  ob- 
lerves,  that  in  the  event  of  war,  the  lofs  of  property  and  lives  may 
be  lepaired  by  time  and  jndudry,  fo  the  honour  of  the  country  was 
prefervcd  ;  but  that  once  forfeited,  it  was  never  to  be  regained. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid  he  rofc  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on 
fome  of  the  uncandid  flntcmcnts,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman's  f^  ccch ;  and  it  was  to  Miniflcrs  themfclves 
that  he  could  trace  thofc  mifreprcTcntations  concerning  his  right 
honourable  friend.  Well,  indeed,  might  they  be  alarmed,  when 
tbfcy  four>d  that  a  large  body  of  Members  in  that  Houfe  had 
formed  a  defign  of  removing  them  from  their  (itoatlons,  and  that 
an  ill  opinion  had  been  univerfally  entertained  of  their  meafures. 
Therefere  it  became  neccffary  to  blacken  the  character  of  that  man 
who  was  themol)  likely  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  thofe  who  (hould 
fuGceed  them.  The  fame  alarming  exprefTions  which  lately  fell 
from  his  right  honourable  friend  had  formerly  been  ufed  to  as  great 
an  extent  by  a  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofitehim,  (Mr.  Pitt), 
and  alfo  by  the  late  Lord  Camclford.  He  would  leave  it  to  his 
right  honourable  friend  to  explain  what  he  meant  by  that  alarming 
expreflion,  and  proceed  to  iiate  to  the  HoUfe  in  what  manner  he 
himfelf  undcrftopd  it.  By  a  radical  reform,  then,  \\t  meant  that 
kind  of  reform  out  of  which  muft  grow  the  means  of  dcftroying  all 
the  abufes  and  corruptions  which  deformed  the  Conftitution  of  this 
country.  He  meant,  by  a  radical  reform^  to  give  to  every  inhabi- 
tant houfeholdcr  of  Great  Britain  the  right  of  voting  for  a  Member 
of  Parliament,  and  that  new  Parliaments  Ihould  be  more  frequent 
than  they  were  at  prefcnr.  He  mcnnt  to  take  away  from  private 
individuals  the  power  of  nominating  Members  of  Parliament. 
This  was  an  object  which  he  had  long  purfued  ;  and  if  any  thing 
was  wanting  to  llrcn;^then  his  vjczl  on  that  occalion,  it  was  the  ccn- 
doft  uniformly  purfued  by  His  Majefty's  prefent  Adminiftraticn. 
There  was  another  reform,  without  which  it  will  be  impoflible  for 
the  Houfc  o(  Commons  ever  to  preferve  its  independence,  and  that 
was  the  putting  a  flop  to  the  unlimited  creation  of  Peers.  Among 
the  various  abufes  of  this  kind  that  at  prefent  exiftcd,  he  would 
mention  one  which  was  more  glaring  than  the  reft.  A  gentleman, 
certainly  of  amiable  manners,  high  charadler  and   refpedlabtlity. 


on''c  lofl,  can  never  be  reftorcd— In  fine,  that  a  nation  which  weighs  it* 
purfe  a^rainil  its  rights^  never  fails^  in  the  eiti,  to  lofe  both  the  oo^aad  the 
other.' ^ 
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did  lately  obtain  a  Peerage ;  but  although  he  poflefled  every  quality 
which  might  enable  him  to  fitl  that  rank  with  honour,  he  was  not 
in  that  walk  in  which  he  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  being  entitled  to  fuch  an  honour.     He  had  not  merited  a  Peerage 
cither  by  his  fervicesin  the  army  or  the  navy,  nor  by  any  eminent 
difplay  of  ability  at  the  bar.     But  the  ferviccs  which  he  performed 
for  Government  were,  thofe  of  having  fpcnt  70,000!.  for  four  feats 
in  the  Houfe of  Commons,  which  were  then  filled  by  the  Minifter's 
friends,  and  three  of  thcfe  were  gentlemen  who  held  offices  under 
Government — all  of  whom  this  new  Peer  had  nominated  to  their 
feats.      If  it  was  neccffary,  he  could  prove  the  fa6t  at  the  bar  of 
that  Houfe.     After  fuch  an  inftahcc  of  corruption,  let  any  gentle- 
man  anfwer  him,  and  fay,  was  it  too  much  to  aflc  for  a  radical  re- 
form ?     The  right  honourable  gentleman   fpoke  with  exultation 
about  the  prophecies  concerning  the  Bank  not  being  fulfilled  ;  but 
he  would  aik  him,  what  was  it  that  gave  credit  to  bank  notes,  but 
the  aflbciation  of  monied  men  in  the  city,  who  had  agreed  to  take 
them  inftead  of  ca(h,  and  who  had  it  alfo  in  their  power  to  deftroy 
the  fame,  by  refufing  them.     But  if  ever  a  panic  (hould  fcize  on 
the  coimtr)',  it  would  be  fcen  what  value  was  attached  to  bank  notes. 
It  was  alfo  a  breach  of  national  faith  to  pay  to  the  (iockholder  his 
dividend  in  paper.     With  refpcft  to  the  neccflTity  of  the  prefent 
bill,  it  ought  to  appear  that  the  advantages  arifing  from  it  wrtuld  be 
greater  than  the  injury  that  would  enfue  to  the  country  from  the 
depreciation  of  the  ftmds  in  cafe  of  the  whole  of  the  fupplies  being 
raifed  by  a  loan.      He  was  fure  that  Mr.  Pitt  couUl  wiih  cafe  pro- 
cure a  loan  of  twenty  millions.      But  becaufe  the  perfon   who  held 
ftock  fince  the  year  1792,  loft  by  the  depreciation  of  the  funds 
about  half  his  property,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  ten- 
Hemefs  to  him,  muft  alfo  take  away  i-i oth  of  his  income  ;  whereas 
ir  would  be  lefs  injurious  to  him  to  take  a  certain  portion  of  his 
ft  xrk.   It  was  fingular  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (hould 
all  at  once  abandon  the  funding  fyftem,  at  a  time  when  its  con- 
tinuance was  fo  ncceffary  to  the  prefervation  of  his  own  country  ; 
affcr  having  fo  lately  as  eight  months  ago  invited  the  empire  to  have 
a  loan  funded  here ;  and  having  funded  another  loan  for  Ireland. 
If  ever  there  was  a  war,  the  expence  of  which  ought  to  be  borne  by 
pofterity,  it  was  the  prefent ;  which  was  faid  to  be  for  the  preferva- 
tion of  that  which  was  to  be  enjoyed  by  future  generations.      It  was 
ImpbiBble  to  prevent  the  bill  itfelf  from  having  a  panial  and  unjuft 
operation.     The  ratio  was  fo  capricious  and  uncertain^  that  the  cir- 
cuififtance  of  a  man  having  a  lilver  watch,  or  not  having  one,  might 
make  a  difierence  of  50I.  in  the  tax  he  was  to  pay  to  Government. 

4G  2 


596  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMONr. 

And  It  was  ftill  more  uhjuft  by  not  going  above  a  certain  rank,  fo 
that  the  burden  on  fuch  a  man  as  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
would  be  trifling  when  compared  with  his  immenfe  income.     And 
no  man  could   have  a  greater  intereft  in  the  prcfervation  of  good 
order,  religion,  laws,  and  liberty,  than  fuch  perfons  as  he ;  and  the 
royal  family  flill  more  than  any,  although  they  paid  no  tax  at  all- 
Anothcr  inftance  of  injuftice  in  the  bill  was,  that  if  from  the  cva- 
fions  and  roguery  of  fome  perfons,  it  ihould  fail  in  its  eflTetf^,  then 
the  deficiency  was  to  be  made'  up  by  ihofe  who  aded  honeftly  and 
fairly.     A  minor  could   not  pay  his  due  proportion ;  arid  men's 
families  were  to  be  taxed  after  their  death,  which  was  a  fpccies  of 
cruelty  that  would  be  fevercly  felt  by  many  genteel  families.     His 
obje(5^ions  againft  all   the  claufes   and  amendments  were  equally 
ftrong,  becaufc  they  went  againl^  the  principle  of  the  bill  itfelf.    He 
faw  no  reafon  why  phyficians'  carriages  fhould  be  exempted.      In 
(horty  there  was  no  way  of  making  the  t.ix  equal,  but  by  laying  a 
per  centagc  on  people's  incomes.     There  was  no  point  of  view, 
however,  in  which  the  bill  appeared  more  alarming  than  in  theefFed 
it  was  likely  to  have  in  abridging  all  the  other  fourccs  of  the  reve- 
nue-     Retrenchments  in  articles  of  confumption  and  luxury  would 
every  day  begin  to  take  place,  when  men  (hould  be  driven  to  it  by 
the  preifure  of  the  bill.      There  were  many  appendages  which  gen- 
tlemen could  do  without,   but  which,  from  pride,  and  a  dcfire  of 
making  that  appearance  in  the  world,  without  which  they  might  be 
pointed  at  as  perfons  of  an  inferior  condition,  they  were  not  able  to 
lay  afide.      But  the  moment  that  pride  was  deftroycd — the  moment 
that  gentlemen  were  driven  to  fcclufion  and  economy — that  moment 
the  fourcc  of  revenue  was  gone.      It  would  prcfs  peculiarly  hard,  as 
an  honourable' gentleman  had  ohfervcd  the  other  night,  upon  Ma- 
giftrates  of  limited  income,  who  would  now  be  obliged  to  quit  their 
family  feats,  which  they  had  inhabited  many  years  with  credit 
to  themfelvcs  and  the  efteem  of  the  neighbourhood,  to  refidc  in 
towns.    Did  they  confider  how  this  would  degrade  the  Magiftracy  ? 
N'^r  would  clergymen  be  exempt  from  the  fame  difficulty.     The 
man  of  fmall  eRate  alfo,  who  by  prudence  and  economy  was  able  to 
educate  his  children  in  a  fuperior  (Vyle,  and  once  in  eight  or  nine 
years  indulge  himfelf  with  a  journey  to  London,  would  fall  a  com- 
plete facrifice  to  this  meafure  :  for  he  would  not  only  be  obliged  to 
renounce  all  his  pleafures  and  amufements,  but  if  he  had  not  ready 
money  by  him  for  the  payment  to  the  colle£lor,  he  muft  mortgage 
his  eilate ;  and  then  where  would  he  provide  money,  unleis  he 
availed  himfelf  of  a  claufe  in  the  bill,  and  get  it  from  his  tenants  ? 
Such  men,  however,  were  frequently  very  proud  j;  but  though  cbcic 
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pride^wasof  the  higheft,  it  was  of  the  nobleft  nature,  inafmuch  as 
it  ftriiggled  fecretly  with  difficulties  to  fupport  a  decent  appearance, 
and  preferve  the  rcfpcdt  and  cftccm  of  their  pari(hioners.     Did  the 
right  honourable  gentleman   then,    confider  the  pangs ,  which  he 
would  give  tofuch  a  man  by  the  operation  of  this  bill  ?     He  would 
not  be  able  to  portion  ofF  his  daughter  to  any  refpedlaUe  perfon  in 
the  neighbourhood :  and  though  he  might  fwear  off,  it  was  the  moft 
probable  to  fuppofe,  that  of  all  things  his  delicate  pride  would  moft 
revolt  from  a  declaration  of  the  amount  of  his  adlual  property  and 
income,  as  he  might  previoufly  have  excited  jealoufy  among  fome  of 
his  parifliioners,  yet  he  would  find  himfclf  driven  to  fuch  a  decla- 
ration.    Bccaufe  it  did  not  fuit  the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
fund  feven  millions,  [Mr.  Tierncy  computed  them  only  at  five 
millionsj  fo  many  people  were  to  be  fubjed^ed  to  thefe  difficulties ; 
and  if  a  man  (hould  get  married,  and  compound  with  his  creditors 
to  pay  them  annually  a  tenth  part  of  his  income,  he  would  not  be 
able  to  fulfil  his  contrad^.     Yet  if  he  paid  the  colledtors  in  prefer- 
ence, he  believed  there  was  no  man  who  would  not  pronounce  him 
guilty  of  a  grofs  and  deliberate  fraud.     When  His  Majefiy  came 
to  the  Throne,  he  cftablifhed  the  independence  of  the  Judges  by 
increafing  their  falaries,  and  making  their  places  permanent ;  but  a 
Puifne  Judge,  who  might  not  be  formed  to  make  a  confpicuous  cha- 
ra6^cr  at  the  bar,  elfe  the  acceptance  of  his  office  might  be  beneath 
his  profits,  although  he  muft  poficfs.a  good  honeft  chara<9er,  have 
a  foundnefs  in  the  law,  and  a  tolerable  fcope  of  intelletS,  would  be 
obliged  to  go  in  pomp  and  parade  at  the  affizes  at  his  own  cxpence, 
and  without  any  of  the  exemptions  of  the  afieffments,  while  the 
Sheriffs,  who  were  commonly  men  of  large  fortunes,  were  excepted. 
He  would  now  (late  to  the  Houfe  why  he  was  anxious  the  Crown 
(hould  pay  a  tenth  part  as  well  as  any  other.     As  fiar  as  the  infiu<- 
cncc  of  the  Crown  went,  its  patronage  was  ftronger  than  ever  ;  and 
be  did  not  think  they  (hould  increafe  the  influence  of  the  Crown 
while  they  were  increafing  the  wants  of  the  people.  He  next  wifhed 
to  know  how  (hey  would  adopt  an  arbitrary  taxation.    Did  they  be- 
lieve any  wife  or  thinking  man  among  the  monled  intereft  would 
not  hereafter  fee  the  ncccfliity  of  concealing  his  property  ?     He 
would  confider  his  having  kept  a  carriage  as  a  misfortune,  fince 
that  was  taken  as  a  criterion  of  his  wealth,  and  fubjeded  him  to  the 
payment  of  a  tenth  of  his  income.     In  future,  therefore,  he  would 
ponceal  or  remit  his  money  to  foreign  countries,  left  it  (hould  here- 
after fubjcA  him  to  a  farther  aflTefifment.     Among  old  men  who 
were  attached  to  their  old  habits,  this  meafure  would  be  confidered 
^s  fip  innoYs^tion.     Many  might  efcape  indeed  by  fwearing  oflT,  and 
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as  ibr  a  carnage,  tie  belie vexl  it  \vbuM  be  found  in  many  cafes  to  be 
no  true  criterion.     As  for  thofc  papers  which  his  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Sheridan)  had   mentioned  refpefiing  the  degree  of  wealth  of 
every  houfekeepcr,  if  he  had  fcscn  a  collector  tampering  with  his 
fervants  ^e  a  fpy   to  get  information  of  his  income,   he  be- 
lieved he  (hould  h^ave  kicked  him  out  of  the  houfe :  it  might  be 
wrong,  1>ut  he  would  have  done  it.     In  future,  he  again  repeated, 
when  people  faw  the  country  begin  to  (ink  into  difhefs  and  jeopardy, 
they  would  oonceive  it  hi^  time  to  begin  to  make  a  concealment 
of  their  money.     It  was  fo  in  France ;  and  it  was  fo  in  every 
country  much  involved.     Thefc  would  be  the  efFe*Ss  of  the  bill 
at  home  ;  but  what  would  it  be  on  foreign  nations  ?     The  right 
honourable  g^^ntleman  perfifts  in  levying  the  tax.    The  people  have 
told  him  they  cannot  pay  it^  and  whether  foreigners  would  liften 
moft  to  the  eloquence  of  the  right  honourable  genrleman,  or  to  the 
plain  pathetic  tale  of  the  man  who  was  to  pay  the  tax,  he  (hould 
leave*  the  Houfe  to  confider.     The  right  honourable  gentleman  had 
proclaimed,  that  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  fund  more  debt ;  he 
came  therefore  upon  the  country  in  the  direft  form  of  a  requi(ition. 
If  the  Minifter  was  popular,  and  the  people  were  cnthufiafiic  in  his 
favour,  he  might  pofTibly  raife  this  contribution  if  it  were  voluntary, 
bat  not  if  there  were  the  fmallell  declaration  of  income  on  compul- 
fion.     He  could  not  help  notii^ing  the  thin  Houfes  in  which  the 
bill  had  pa(red  through  every  ftage  except  the  prcfent ;  there  feldom 
being  nwre  than  one  hundred  and  ten  Members  prefcnt,  and  fome- 
times  not  more  than  forty  or  fifrv.     This  kind  of  attendance  he 
thought  would  imprefs  the  people  with  an  idea  that  their  reprcfenta- 
lives  were  not  very  anxious  for  the  modifications  of  the  bill,  but 
that  they  came  down  on. a  grand  day  for  their  own  pleafure  and 
amuCcment.     He  made  fome  obfervations  on  the  general  unanimity 
pf  the  people  againft  tlie  principles  of  the  bill,  notwithftanding  what 
had  been  alferted  the  preceding  evening  by  a  noble  Lord,  that  many 
places  had  approved  it.    The  city  of  Wellminfter,  and  the  borough 
of  Southwark,   had  both  objedJed  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
bill ;  and  the  outlying  parishes  in  the  county  of  Middlefex  had  come 
to  their  refolutions  (ince  the  modifications  of  the  bill.     Tlie  Houfe 
might  if  they  pleafed  vate  for  the  third  reading,  and  if  fo,  he  hoped 
there  would  be  a  great  fubilantial  majority.      For  If  it  were  fup- 
ported  by  merchants  only,  and  a  few  country  gentlemen,  he  conceived 
no  me^kfure  would  be  more  mifchievous.     But  if  it  did  pafsi  let  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  take  the  confequence.     Good  God !  ht 
could  not  mean  to  dif^rain.     He  wotild  fuppofc  there  would  be  fdtt^c- 
timcsfour  or  five  in  one  particuiar  llrcet  who  would  not  be  able  (o 
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pay,  and  therefore  let  the  right  honourAt^U^gencleman  anfwcr  £ar  all 
the  mifchief  that  roight  enfue.  He  knew  from  his  own  CQlledocs^ 
that  one  half  of  the  people  wlio  were  aifeflei)  laft  year,  were,  not  ftble 
to  pay  the  lad  three  quarters.  He  knq^  alfo^  that  if  any  man  paid  the 
collcdlor,  and  owed  a  confiderable  debt  to  another  perfon  at  the  fame 
timey  a  foreigner  would  fay,  that  it  looked- very  niQch  like  A  fufpi- 
cious  tranfadion.  He  now  reviewed  the  ftate  of  the  markets^  ob- 
fernng  that  there  were  thcee  millions  and  a  half  of  Exchequer  bills 
lad  year  outftanding,  fome  of  which  would  become  due  00  the  5Ch 
of  April,  1798,  and  all  the  reft  on  the  5th  of  July  following. 
Having  difpofed  of  this,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wouU 
want  twcnty.five  millions  more  in  the  courfe  of  the  year.  He 
availed  himfelf  of  the  difirefs  and  difficulty  of  thofe  unhappy  gentle^i* 
men  the  Diredors,  and  the  proud  Minifter  was  glad  to  fneak  down 
to  the  Bank  for  fome  of  their  paper,  in  exchange  of  his  own,  which 
the  public  would  not  take  without  a  heavy  difoount.  The  former, 
however,  was  likely  to  remain  blank  paper  for  a  confiderable  time  ; 
indeed  he  could  not  fay  how  long.  The  bilU  he  obferved,  originallf 
confiflcd  only  of  a  few  pages,  but  it  was  afterwards  fwelled  to  fifty** 
four,  and  finally  no  gentleman  but  introduce  a  modification. 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  faid  he  fupported  the  prcfent  bill  from 
his  convidlion  of  the  propriety  and  the  necelCty  of  the  meafure*  He 
was  aware  that  the  bill  mud  be  produdlive  of  much  inconvenience 
to  perfons  of  various  defcriptions — thefe  were  certainly  objediionsto 
the  meafure,  but  they  were  jufiified  by  the  ncceflity  of  the  cafe  ;  aad 
he  believed  there  were  few  gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  that  would  not 
have  nearly  as  much  to  complain  of  on  that  fcore,  as,  thofe  dafles 
of  perfons  fo  frequently  alluded  to.  He  deprecated  the  mode  of  dc* 
ciding  on  the  merits  of  fuch  meafures  by  party  principles.  In  that 
view,  people  without  doors  might  think  unfavourably  of  the  motives 
of  gentlemen.  He  approved  highly  of  the  plan  of  raifing  ^jart  of 
the  fupplies  within  the  year,  and  fo  far  fupported  the  principle  of 
the  bill.  To  this  end  he  was  willing  to  concur  in  any  good  plan 
propofed  from  any  quarter ;  but  certainly  it  would  bb  unwife  to 
icjedl  a  matured  and  pradlicablc  plan,  for  an  undtgeftcd  plan  which 
might  be  found  impra6llcable.  ItcouM  not  be  fairly  aflerted  that 
the  bill  was  univcrfally  difapproved  of  w  itliOut  doors.  He  bclicvedT 
the  contrary.  The  plan  was  principally  oppofed,  not  on  the  ground 
of  evil  tendency,  or  by  comparing  it  with  any  other  plan,  but  on  the 
ground  of  alledged  profufioii  on  the  part  of  Minifters.  It  was  op- 
pofed in  order  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  Minlfters,  to  em- 
barrafs  and  force  them  to  refign  their  fituatic(ns :  the  fubjed  was 
matter  for  ferious  debate^  and  not  for  £illies  of  pleafantry  and  epi- 
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grams.     Gentleman  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  however,  had 
a  pleafant  way  of  faying  the  (Irongcft  things — a  way  that,  at  the 
time,  it  was  not  to  be  di(^ingui(hed  whether  they  were  meant  for 
jeft  or  eameit ;  but  the  dangerous  part  of  the  argument  frequently 
remained.     After  the  jeft  had  evaporated  there  was  often  fome- 
thing  faid  which  might  be  conftrued  into  a  language  recommending 
meafures   which   would  tend   to  introduce  the  worft  horrors  of  a 
neighbouring  country.     He  then  alluded  to  fome  language  held  by 
gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfc,  particularly  by  an  ho- 
nourable Baronet  and  a  learned  gentleman  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate; 
this  he  confidered  as  reprehenfible,  and  conftitutionally  not  calculated 
for  the  meridian  of  that  Houfc.      He  cenfurcd  their  language*  not 
only  on  account  of  its  ftrcngth  and  tendency,  but  alfo  for  its  nmbi- 
guity,  which  he  confidered  as  dangerous.     One  exprcflion,  he  faid, 
was  fuch  as  to  have  an  inftinclivc  effcdt  on  the  Speaker  in  his  chair. 
This  he  confidered  firft  as  delivered  by  an  honourable  Baronet ; 
but  afterwards  being  informed  it  was  fpokcn  by  a  learned  gentleman, 
he  exprefled  his  (ati$fa6\ion  thereat,  and  was  glad  to  hear  that  an 
honourable  gentleman  of  fortune  and  refpedtability  in  the  country 
had  not  ufed  fuch  expreflions.     Recurring  to  the  bill,  he  obfcrved, 
that  in  the  prcfent  circumftances  of  the  country,  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  greateft  economy  (hould  be  ufed  in  the  expenditure  of  its 
produce.     Gentlemen  may  talk  of  the  country  being  at  length  un- 
deceived  with  fefped  to  Minifters.     Did  they  not  alfo  imagine 
that  it  might  be  undeceived  refped^ing  themfelves,   when  it  was 
warmly  contended  by  them  that  fuch  and  fuch  meafures  propofcd 
by  Minifters  would  deftroy  the  Conftitution,  and,  at  certain  inter- 
vals, repeat  this  cry  ?  Yet  notwitbftanding,  when  the  people  beheld 
the  Conftitution  vigorous  and  unimpaired,  niuft  they  not  think  thefe 
aflertions  to  be  lightly  made  by  thofe  gentlemen,  or  elfe  made  from 
particular  motives  ?  Their  feceflion  from  their  parliamentary  duties 
threw  a  confiderable  light  upon  their  condu6^.     It  appeared  to  him 
highly  reprehenfible  that  they  (hould  retire  from  their  feats  at  a 
critical  period,  and  when  the  colledive  wifdom  of  Parliament  was 
neceftary  for  the  confideration  of  afiairs.     Not  only  this,  but  the 
idea  which  fuch  a  proceeding  muft  imprefs  both  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  and  that  Houfe.   It  was  in  effc£^  telling  them,  taking  place  as 
it  did,  immediately  after  the  rejc£iion  of  a  motion  for  Parliamentary 
Reform,  that  that  Houfe  was  not   the  conftitutional  organ  of  the 
people ;  that  its  ads  were  not  to  be  confidered  as  valid — the  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  ftcp  (hould  be  confidered  before  it  was  refolved 
upon.     Whatever  principle  they  adtcd  on,  it  had  the  effcd  he  do- 
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fcribed  ;  it  might  tend  to  give  people  without  doors  a  difguft  to* 
wards  the  Parliament^  and  impair  their  confidence  in  it. 

There  was  one  objedion  offered  to  the  bill ;  namely,  that  it  did 
not  prefs  enough  upon  the  higher  ranks.  On  this  there  exifted 
much  difference  of  opinion.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  have 
moved  for  a  higher  rate  ;  but  at  the  time  he  was  precluded  fron:. 
doing  ity  by  the  forms  of  the  Houfe,  which  required  its  previous 
confideration  in  a  Committee.  However,  future  opportunities 
would  offer,  as  a  claufe  in  the  bill  allowed  its  fubfequent  amend- 
ment in  the  fame  feflion.  This  regulation  was  an  inducement  to 
him  to  vote  for  the  bill.  He  ofn!Ped  this  much  in  his  own  vindi- 
cation! as  he  thought  it  neceifary  to  fhte  to  the  Houfe  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  fupported  the  mcafure. 

Mr.  FOX  rofe,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows  :— -It  gives 
me  pain  that  I  am  obliged  to  rife  at  fo  late  an  hour,  and  that  I  (hall 
be  under  the  neceffity  of  trefpafling  on  the  time  of  the  Houfe  for 
a  confiderable  while,  but,  from  the  very  peculiar  lituation  in  which 
I  (hind,  it  is  unavoidable — charges  of  the  mod  dire£t  and  perlbnal 
nature  have  been  made  againft  me,  and  I  am  forry  I  have  not 
heard  the  whole  of  them.  I  underftand  that  in  my  abfence,  on 
former  occafions,  as  weU  as  during  the  debate  of  laft  night,  charges 
and  infinuations  have  been  thrown  out ;  and  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  debate  this  evening  has  been  applied  perfonally  to  me. 
The  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  has  made  a  fpeech 
which  isa  little  lingular  in  its  turn  at  the  commencement,  when  com- 
pared to  what  followed :  he  lamented  the  mifchiefs,  was  alarmed, 
it  feems,  to  almofi  a  fatal  degree,  at  the  probable  effeA  of  my  in- 
troducing into  almoin  every  debate  in  which  I  happen  to  take  a 
(hare,  party  difputcs  and  perfonal  animofities.  How  far  his  fpeech 
was  calculated  to  prevent  that  mifchief,  is,  I  prcfume,  a  point  that 
needs  no  argument.  Indeed  it  that  fpeech  could  be  difpofed  of, 
as  we  do  fometimes  with  bills  in  this  Houfe ;  that  is,  if  the  pream- 
ble of  it  could  be  poftponed,  it  might,  by  going  into  a  Committee 
upon  it,  be  proved  to  be  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  performances 
that  ever  was^  exhibited  in  this  Houfe.  I  return,  it  feems,  to  (hew 
fhy  animofity  againft  the  Minifter,  not  to  (hew  any  zeal  for  the 
public  good.  He  thinks  himfclf  juftifiable  in  arraigning  me,  as  it 
were  upon  a  bill  of  indictment  for  neglcA  of  duty,  and  being  a 
candidate  for  office.  He  is  pleafed  tocenfure,  not  Members  gene- 
rally for  their  condu6t,  but  particular  individuals,  whom  he  chufes 
to  fuppofe  are  candidates  ibr  office.  Does  he  know  that  I  am  a 
candidate  for  office  ?  Does  he  J^now  who  are  candidates  for  office  i 
We  arraign  the  Miniftcrs,  it  feems,  not  bccaufe  their  mcafures  art 
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bad,  but  becaufe  we  wi(h  to  fupplant  them.  Is  he  fure  of  that  ? 
He  ought  to  be  fo  before  he  makes  the  alfertion.  Is  he  fure  there 
is  any  temptation  for  it  ?  He  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  with  our 
condu(5l  before  he  ventures  to  throw  forth  fuch  accufations.  But 
who  is  he,  and  who  are  his  connections  ?  upon  what  grounds  of 
juftice  or  of  modefty  does  he  atfert  that  he  his  any  knowtedge  of  the 
motives,  or  the  fecret  wifhes  of  thofc  into  whofe  company  he  is  never 
admitted,  whofe  confidence  he  never  poffcffed  ?  Upon  what  autho- 
rity does  he  make  his  accufations  r  Upon  what  foundation  does  he 
reA  his  unqualified  aiTcrtions  ?  He  is  conneded  with  other  indivi- 
duals ;  and  to  fcrve  them,  as  he  fuppofes,  rather  than  touch  upon 
the  contents  of  a  bill  which  he  cannot  fupport,  he  changes  the  fub- 
jedt  of  debate  from  the  bill  to  that  of  the  condud^  of  individuals, 
for  the  purpofe  of  diverting  the  Houfe  from  the  difcuflion  of  the 
meafdre  which  is  now  before  them.  He  chufes  to  fay  we  are  can- 
didates for  office ;  I  do  not  know  whctlier  he  is  not  a  candidate : 
I  am  fure  he  cannot  know  whether  I  am  fo  or  not.  He  feems  to 
feel  quite  at  his  eafe  in  deciding,  not  merely  on  the  charaders  of 
men,  but  alfo  upon  the  degree  of  public  confidence  they  poflefs.  He 
dares  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay  who  has  and  who  has  not  the  confi- 
dence of  the  public  ;  and  that  with  as  much  eafe  as  if  he  had  cer- 
tain means  of  knowing  the  fa6t.  He  aflerts,  roundly,  that  the 
public  have  a  bad  opinion  of  us — Who  has  commiflioned  him  to 
fay  fo  ?  From  what  fociety,  from  what  company,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  has  the  fa6l  been  communicated  to  him  ?  Is  it  from  his 
friends  on  the  Treafury  bench  ?  When  he  talks  of  me  in  the 
manner  that  he  does,  he  ought  to  be  fure  that  he  is  borne  out  by 
fomething  that  has  the  colour,  at  lead,  of  truth.  I  do  not  like. 
Sir,  to  talk  of  myfelf,  but  he  has  made  it  a  duty  which  is  unplea- 
iant  to  me,  as  I  hope  it  is  uncommon  to  all  men.  I  am  a  Member 
of  a  City,  in  all  refpeds  important ;  in  fome  refped,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  afpedt  of  this  bill,  the  moft  important  in  this  king- 
dom, becaufe  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  are  to  be  more  cruelly  hsr- 
raflTed  by  the  enad^ments  of  it  than  any  other  clafs  of  perfons  upon 
whom  it  will  operate.  Does  he  mean  to  fay  that  the  opinion  which 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  deliver  concerning  me,  is  the  opinion  of  my 
conftituents  ?  Will  he  try  it  by  the  beft  tcft,  by  the  refult  of  a 
general  meeting  of  my  conftituents  convened,  after  due  notice,  for 
the  cxprcfs  purpofe  of  deliberating  on  the  prefent  meafUre  ?  Will 
he  take  it  from  their  parochial  meetings  ?  He  prefumes  to  iky,  diat 
there  are  Members  in  this  Houfe  who  are  arrogant.  Sir,  I  truft 
it  is  not  my  general  chara6)er  to  be  remarkably  arrqgant,  although  I 
know  he  intended  to  diredt  that  infinuatipn  towards  mci  but  I 
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will  fay  now,  fince  he  driTcs  tne  to  it,  that  I  am  aware  I  am  fent 
into  this  Houfe  with  more  of  the  aiFedtion  of  my  conftituents  than 
either  himfelf»  or  any  of  thofe  who  (it  around  him ;  that  there  ts  not 
in  this  Houfe  one  man  who  has  more  of  the  aSedtion  of  his  con- 
ftituents  than  the  Member  who  has  now  the  honour  of  addrefllng 
you.     I  refer  to  thofe  who  know  mc  beft,  and  who  know  me  cer- 
tainly much  better  than  the  honourable  Member  can  pretend  to  do, 
Co  vouch  for  mc  in  this  particular.     They  have  done  it  in  the  mod 
explicit  manner ;  they  are  ready  to  do  it  again  if  that  (hould  be 
thought  ncceffary.     **  The  people  of  this  country  have  an  ill 
opinion  of  me !"     Where  has  he  colleded  that  fad  t  It  has  been 
quite  otherwife  expreflfcd  by  thofe  who  are,  at  lead,  full  as  capable 
of  judging  of  the  matter  as  he  is,  for  much  of  my  labour  has  been 
employed  in  their  fcrvice.     Has  he  found  any  thing  any  where 
which  indicates  that  the  public  at  large  are  difpleafed  with  my  con- 
dud  ?  But  he  fpeaks  the  language,  or  rather  the  common  cant  of 
the  Majority  of  this  Houfe,  the  drift  of  which,  he  will  pardon  me, 
I  think  I  underfland  as  well  as  he  does.     It  is  a  cant  which  has  no 
connection  with  the  fentiments  of  the  people.     Some  men  in  this 
Houfe  fay,  that  Minifters  have  the  full  confidence  of  the  people. 
Were  I  to  follow  the  examples  that  are  fet  before  me,  1  might  fay 
that  the  public  have  a  very  ill  opinion  of  thefe  fame  Minlfter^. 
Sir,   I  never  intended  to  be  deficient  in  the  duty  I  owe  the  Sove- 
reign ;  but  how  many  times  more  frequently  within  the  laft  year 
than  I  (hould  have  had  occafion  to  attend  the  Levee  have  I  been 
called  upon  by  difiPerent  dcfcriptions  of  his  fubjedls  to  prefent  to 
His  Majefty  petitions  for  the  removal  of  his  prefent  Minifters,  and 
that  too  from  fome  of  the  mo(^  important  di(^ri£Vs  in  His  Majefly's 
dominions  ?      By  thefe  petitions,  not  the  general  conJUencCf  but  the 
general  diffidence  oi  xhc  people  in  the  prefent  Minifters  has  been  un- 
equivocally expreflfcd.     Let  thofe  who  doubt  this,  if,  indeed,  there 
be  any  who  doubt  it,  refer  to  the  tranfadions  of  the  lad  Summer 
over  fo  large  a  part  of  His  Majefty  *s  dominions.      Imay  be  told,  I 
know  I  may,  *'  that  petitions  againft  Minifters  are  nothing  to  this 
Houfe ;  that  it  will  judge  for  itfelf,  and  it  confides  ftill  in  the  Mi- 
nifters/'    This  is  the  faftiionable  language  of  the  day,  nor  could 
any  thing  elfe  be  expeded  after  the  repeal  of  the  Bill  of  Rights : 
hence  we  fee  that'  petitions  againft  any  branch  of  executive  authority 
are  regarded  as  nothing ;  thofe  that  art^  for  any  part  of  it,  every 
th  '  g.     But  if  after  the  repeal  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,   for  the   fub- 
ftiice  of  it  is  repealed;  if  after  all  the  difad  vantages  which  the 
p    pie  labour  under,   th^y  will   nevcrthelefs  exprefs  a  general  opi« 
li.  n  againft  Minifters  \  I  aik,  is  it  not  clear  that  fuch  is  a  fmcere 
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opinion  ?     If,  under  all  the  difficulties  that  are  now  thrown  in  die 
way  of  thoTe  who  meet  to  deliberate  on  any  public  afliairs,  men  will 
meet|  and  declare  their  fentiments  to  be  hoftile  to  thofe  who  have 
(o  much  power  to  injure  them,  what  would  they  not  do  if  left,  as 
heretofore,  to  their  own  free  will  ?     We  have  now,  indeed,  a  form 
of  Government,  confiding  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons'  Houie 
of  Parliament  ^  but  not  a  Government,  confiding  of  King,  Lords, 
and  the  Commons,  Rcptefentatives  of  the  People  of  Great  Britain. 
It  is  a  Government  in  which  the  power  of  the  People  is  nothing  ; 
and  fo  it  is,  indeed,  the  falhion  now  to  admit,  for  we  never  hear 
now  of  an  a^ual,  all  is  a  virtual^  Reprefcntation  of  the  People  ; 
confequcntly  we  find  daily,  that  Members  of  this  Houfe  fpeak  and 
vote  in  direct  oppofition  to  the  infirudions  of  their  condituents  ;  of 
which  we  had  a  ftriking  infiance  tho  other  day  in  the  condu£l  of  a 
worthy  Alderman  of  the  city  of  London,  who  thought  fit  to  declare, 
that  in  voting  for  the  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  he  was  confident 
he  was  voting  according  to  the  defire  of  his  conftituents.    Who  are 
his  confiituents  ?  The  Livery  of  the  city  of  London.     What  has 
been  the  condufi  of  that   Livery  ?     In  Common-hall  aflcmbled 
they  voted  an  Addrefs  to  His  Majefiy  to  difmifs  his  prefent  Minif- 
ters  from  his  Councils.     That  worthy  Alderman  has  fince  continu- 
ally fupportcd  thefe  Minifters  in  this  Houfe.     The  Court  of  Com- 
mon Council  unanimoufly  refolve  againft  the  principle  of  this  bill. 
The  body  of  the  Livery  in  Common  hall  declare   the  fame  fenti- 
ments, and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  difltrent  wards  in  the  citv  con- 
cur  unanimoufly  in  thefe  fentiments — they  all  infiru£t  their  Reprc- 
fentatives  in  Parliament  tooppofc  this  bill — the  worthy  Alderman 
fupports  it.  This  is  called  the  virtual  Reprefcntation  of  the  People ! 
Such  is  the  condu<^,  I  perceive,  of  many  of  the  Members  of  this 
Houfe  at  the  beginning  of  a  Parliament ;  quite  otherwifc  it  is  witS> 
moft  of  them  at  the  end  of  one.     What  was  this  but  faying  to  the 
conftituents,  that  their  Member  knew  better  than  themfclves  what 
their  opinions  vicre  \     What  was  this  but  following  up  the  blow 
that  had  been  already  given  to  the  right  of  petitioning  r      Not  fo  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  petitions  in  the  year  1 784,  when  they  came  ii^ 
^ard  of  the  power  of  the  Crown.     Whether  the  petitions  that  were 
then  prefented  were  right  or  wrong,  I  am  not  now  quefiioning  ;  it 
is  foreign  to  the  fubje£t ;  but  it  appears  by  the  different  receptions 
of  them,  and  thofe  of  the  prefent  time,  that,  in  this  Houfe,  petitions 
in  favour  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  are  to  be  confidered  as  every 
thing ;  thofe  in  favour  of  the  Rights  of  the  Subjed,  nothing.  While 
the  majority  of  this  Houfe  was  again/t  the  proceeding*  of  the  King's 
Minifters,  it  was  nothing,  and  the  petitions  of  the  People  againft  it 
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was  eveiy  thing.  ^^^^  ^^^  majority  of  this  Houfe  is  for  the 
King's  Minifiersy  it  is  every  thing ;  the  petitions  of  the  People 
againft  them,  nothing.  I  proteft  I  cannot  account  for  this  in  any 
other  way  than  that  of  fuppoiing'that  there  is  a  fettled  plan  to  exalt 
the  Prerogatives  of  the  Crown,  and  to  reduce  the  Rights  of  the 
People  to  a  cypher.  Nay,  is  it  not  already  done  ?  What  is  the 
condition  of  the  Prerogative,  or  rather  the  iniluenceof  the  Minifler, 
at  this  moment  ?  and  what  is  the  power  of  the  People  ?  I  proteft 
I  cannot  account  for  the  turn  which  this  debate  has  taken ;  I  can- 
not account  for  the  violent  inve£livcs  that  have  been  urged  againft 
me,  efpecially  this  night,  upon  any  other  principle  than  that  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded.  Why  ihould  the  honourable  gentle« 
man  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  be  fo  violent  againft  me,  who 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  agree  with  him  in  many  fubjeAs  that 
were  introduced  into  this  Houfe  by  himfelf  ?  How,  but  by  fup- 
pofing  that  he  lends  himfelf  as  an  inftrument  to  the  Minifter,  to  do 
any  thing  that  he  thinks  will  ferve  his  inftrudior,  and  therefore 
he  attempts  now  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  public  from  the  fub- 
je6t  of  the  prefent  bill,  to  thofe  points  which  he  chufcs  to  ftate  as  my 
political  defeds.  He  imputes  to  me  now,  an  eagernefs  for  office, 
with  juft  as  much  juftice  as,  in  the  year  1784,  he  lent  himfelf  as 
an  inftrument  to  the  Minifter  to  fay,  and  to  prevail  upon  the  People 
of  this  country,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  Yorkfliire,  to  believe,  that  I 
was  defirous  to  feize  upon  all  power,  and  that  finally  I  aimed  at 
fitting  upon  the  Throne.  By  this  fort  of  conduct  he  has  compelled 
me  to-night  tofpcak  of  myfelf  as  an  individual ;  he  has  made  it 
neceflary  alfo  that  I  ftiould  now  fpeak  of  another  individual,  and 
that  is  himfelf;  and  here  I  will  declare,  that  I  do  not  know  a  man 
in  this  Houfe  who  is  ^o  ready,  upon  all  occaiions,  to  lend  himfelf  to 
Minifters,  to  profefs  himfelf  to  believe  what  they  profefs  to  believe, 
to  diftruft  what  they  fay  they  diftruft,  or  to  alledge,  for  them,  what 
he  does  not  know  to  be  true ;  or,  in  ftiort,  to  lend  himfelf  as  a  tool 
or  inftrument  to  Miniftcrs  upon  any  occalion  in  which  they  may  call 
for  his  aflTiftance.  I  fay  I  know  no  man  more  ready  to  do  all  this 
than  the  honourable  gentleman  himfelf,  and  that  for  the  moft  con- 
temptible party  purpofes.  I  cannot  help  making  this  obfervation, 
it  is  the  effed  of  his  unqualified  aflertions.  But  he  has  lent  him- 
felf to-night  a  little  more  to  his  inftru£lors  than  upon  any  former 
occalion.  He  infinuated  a  great  deal,  or  thought  he  did  fo,  by 
Ipeaking  againft  the  doflrines  which  led  to  the  worft  horrors  that 
f^ere  produced  in  France,  which,  faid  he,  we  all  deplore,  or  all  fay 
we  deplore.  Does  he  think  there  is,  within  thefe  walls,  any  man 
wbo^  more  finoerely  than  myfelfi  d^lores  thofe  horrors  ?  I  deplgrf 
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diefe  horrors,^  but  the  infinuadon  I  do  not  deplore.  He  does  not 
himfdf  believe  it ;  he  cannot  believe  jt.  He  lends  himfelf  a  little 
too  much  to  make  infinuattons,  for  which  he  knows  there  is  no  foun* 
dation,  merely  to  lower  the  perfonal  opinion  which  the  public  may 
have  of  us  ;  upon  that  fubjeA  I  (hould  not  have  faid  mudi,  nor^ 
indeed,  any  thing,  if  that  honourable  gentleman  had  not  made  it  ne- 
ceflary.  But  an  expreflion  fell  laft  night  from  an  honourable  and 
learned  gentleman  (Do£tor  Laurence),  of  whom  I  (hall  fpeak  only 
in  terms  of  refpefi,  Having  formerly  had  the  honour  to  be  acquainted 
with  him.  He  fpoke  of  the  Parliament  in  the  time  of  Charles  the 
Firft.  Thai;  Parliament,  the  learned  gentleman  admitted  to  have 
done  a  great  number  of  good  a£ls,  although  it  afterwards  ftained  its 
proceedings  with  an  adl  of  the  mod  horrible  injuftice.  Thus  it 
appears  that  that  learned  gentleman  can  fpeak  well  of  thofe  a£ls 
which  deferve  to  be  well  fpoken  of,  although  they  were  the  afls  of 
'  thofe  who  committed  afterwards  an  a£l  of  regicide ;  but  that  is  mat- 
ter of  hiftory,  and  of  which  men  of  all  parties  can  now  judge 
coolly,  becaufe  their  prejudices  and  paffions  are  not  now  called  into 
aAion  upon  the  fubje£i.  If  that  learned  gentleman  had  faid  this 
of  the  Parliament  of  Charles  L  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL,  no 
cfoubt  but  that  his  fentiments  would  have  been  called  rebellious,  for 
it  would  have  then  been  faid  by  the  cavaliers  that  he  approved  of  the 
death  of  the  king.  This  would  have  been  all  the  cSeQ.  of  preju- 
^  dice,  for  nobody  could  fufped  that  learned  gentleman  of  any  fuch 
defireasthat  of  accompliihing  the  death  of  the  king.  Such  is  the 
difierence  between  matter  of  hiftory  and  that  which  is  pafling  before 
us.— That  very  learned  gentleman,  who  could  thus  praife  fome  of 
the  adls  of  a  regicide  parliament,  can  make  no  allowance  foe  thofe 
who  approve  of  the  firft  principles  that  were  maintained  in  France; 
they  muft  be  charged  with  the  guilty  deiire  of  abetting  all  the  hor- 
rors that  appeared  fince  in  that  country,  although,  in  reality,  they 
deplore  them  as  much  as  that  learned  gentleman  can  do.  I  do 
not  blame  that  learned  gentleman  for  approving  of  fome  of  the 
afts  of  the  Parliament  of  Charles  L,  for  thcj'  laid  the  foundation 
of  that  glorious  Revolution  which  averted  the  liberties  of  England ; 
but  I  think  that  the  fame  allowance  (hould  be  made  by  him  to  us 
with  regard  to  the  firft  principles  of  the  French  Revolution ;  we 
certainly  might  approve  of  them,  without  approving  of  the  horrors 
by  which  it  has  been  followed  up.— But  when  we  fpeak  of  hiftory, 
we  fpeak  coolly  ;  when  we  fpeak  of  events  that  are  pafling  before 
OS,  we  fpeak  of  them  with  the  blindnefs  of  prejudice. 

I  now  come  to  complain  a  little  of  the  condudl  of  an  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Percival)  who  has  made  a  very  ingc- 
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nious  fpeech  to  ni^t.     I  did  not  call  htm  to  order,  although, 
perhaps,  I  might  have  done  fo  with  propriety  ;  for  much  of  his 
addrefs  to  the  Houfe  was  irregular,  but  I  abftaincd  from  that,  as . 
I  am  defirous  to  afford,  to  every  Member,  confiderable  latitude  of 
cxpreflSon  in  all  cafes ;  and  I  was  the  more  fo  in  this,  becaufe  he 
did  me  the  honour  to  take  notice  of  my  public  condud.     He  ap- 
plied his  argument  to  what  had  occurred  in  a  former  debate,  not 
upon  this  qucftion,  but  another.     That  is  certainly  diforderly,  but 
I  do  not  complain  of  it,  becaufe  I  think,  that  however  ufeful  or- 
der in  debate  may  be  fometimes,  it  is  necellary  it  (hould  give  wsqf 
in  others.     He  complained  of  the  ambiguity  of  my  words  on  a 
former  debate.    Why  did  he  not  make  the  complaint  earlier?  Why 
take  three  weeks  to  make  an  epigram  upon  a  fentence  in  my  fpeedi } 
If  this  would  have  been  blameable  in  any  man,  how  much  more 
fo  was  it  in  that  learned  gentleman,  becaufe  he  adverted  to  my  ab- 
fence  from  the  Houfe,  for  he  faid,  '^  God  knows  whether  I  (hall 
fee  that  right  honourable  gentleman  again  until  the  next  feflion/*— 
I  think  therefore  he  was  bound,  on  his  own  principle,  to  take  no- 
tice of  my  words  (which  it  feems  have  alarmed  him  fo  much), 
immediately  after  they  were  fpoken,  for  how  did  he  know  he  ibould 
fee  me  again  in  this  Houfe?  He  did  not  arraign  the  cxpreflions  whea 
they  were  uttered,  but  now,  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  they  recur 
to  his  memory  with  dreadful  alarm! — I   am  now  coming  to  thefe 
formidable  words  which  have  created  this  great  alarm,  but  as   I 
have  already  been  accufed  of  being  an  egotiA,   I  muft  beg  pardon 
of  the  Houfe  for  recurring  to  any  thing  I  faid  of  myfelf,  and  I  wifli 
the  learned  gentleman  had  noticed  them  at  the  time,  that  I  might 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  explaining  them  if  they  were  ambigu- 
ous, or  correC^^  them  if  diey  were  wrong.     They  were  uttered, 
I  remember,  in  anfwer  to  fome  inlinuation,  ''  that  I  was  a  candi- 
date for  public  employment,"  and,  **  was  ambitious  of  public  ho- 
nours.*'    I   do  not  pretend  to  have  a  very  good  memory  of  the 
precife  words  of  any  man,  efpccially  of  my  own,  but  I   think  the 
words  1  ufed  were  thefe-^-^'  That  a  radical  reform  both  of  the  re- 
prdentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament,  and  of  the  abufes  that 
have  crept  into  the  pradice  of  the  Conftitution  of  this  country,  to- 
gether with  a  complete  and  fundamental  change  of  fyftem  of  Ad- 
miniftration,  muft  take  place,  and  that  until  it  did,  I,  for  one, 
would  take  no  (hare  in  any  Adminiftration,  or  be  refponiible  in 
any  oiBce  in  His  Majefty's  Councils."     I  think  thefe  were  my 
words  ;  I  am  fure  they  were  the  fubdance  of  what  I  faid.     Was 
there  any  explanation  neceifary  ?  I  am  not  very  dexterous  at  any 
diir^  but  I  ou^t  to  be  ib  at  c3q>lanations,  and  perhaps  the  learned 
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gendenun  gives  me  credit  for  being  fo,  becaufe  he  may  think  it 
impoflible  for  a  man  who  has  been  fo  often  mifrcprefcnted  as   I 
have,  not  to  have  acquired  fqme  art  in  making  his  defence.      I 
muft  confcfs  it  is  an  art  in  which  I  believe  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman opposite  to  me  is  my  fuperior,  and  that  if  I  wi(hed  to  a^w  ' ^ 
>quire  perfedion  in  that  art,   I  (hould,  although  the  elder  man,  be- 
come the  fcholar  of  that  right  honourable  gentleman.     Was  there 
any  thing  ambiguous  in  thefe  words-—'*  a  radical  reform  ;'*  or,  as 
the  learned  gentleman  pleafed  to  call  it,  **  a  fundamental  and  total 
change  of  the  fyflem  upon  which  our  aflfairs  have  been  carried  onV* 
By  a  change  of  fyAem  I  meant,  limply  and  clearly,   to  (late,  that 
the  empire  (hould  be  governed  bya  fyftem  of  liberty,  inftead  of  a 
fyftem  of  reAraint.     Is  the  fenfq  obfcure,  or  are  the  words  ambi* 
guous  ?  Whether  my  opinion  is  right  or  wrong,  is  quite  another 
queftion.     I  fay,  that  to  increafe  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  to 
abridge  the  liberties  of  the  people,  has  been  the  fyftem  of  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration.     I  fay  that  it  is  a  wrong  fyilem.     I  fay  you 
fhould  diminifli  the  power  of  the  Crown,  and  increafe  the  power 
of  the  people.      I  fay  you  fliould  reflore  them  to  their  juft  balance 
according  to  the  true  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution.     I  fay,  that  it  is 
eflential  to  the  happinefs  of  the  King  and  the  people.     I  take  it 
for  granted  that  the  words  I  ufed  are  now  perfedlly  underftood  ;  and 
I  thought,  at  th^  time  I  ufed  them,  that  indead  of  being  liable  to 
reproach,  they  merited  quite  another  fate.     What  did  I  mean  by  a 
change  of  fyftem?    What!  exadly  ^what  Lord   Chatham   meant 
when  he  faid  the  fame  thing — **  not  merely  a  removal  of  Minifters, 
but  a  fundamental  change  of  fyftem  upon  convidlion  of  paft  error.** 
I  meant  what  Lord  Camelford  meant  when  he  declared,  and  that 
at  a  time  when  we  were  threatened  wlth=  an  in^on,  '*  I  will 
not  vote  for  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Klajefty  now."    What ! 
was  this  an  encouragement  to  the  French  to  invade  this  country  \ 
No !  no !  He  meant,  and  he  expreflfed  himfelf,  that  he  would  not 
vote  for  a  fupply,  until  a  pledge  was  given  him,  not  merely  that 
Minifters  fliould  be  removed,  but  that  there  (hould  be  a  complete 
change  of  fyftem  in  foreign  and  domeftic  Government.    This  fpcech 
was  much  praifed  at  the  time,  and  has  often  been  ftated  to  be  the 
fpeech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     It  was  not  fo.     It 
was  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  afterwards  Lord  Camelford. 
I  believe  the  prcfent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  did  not  fpeak 
in  that  debate,  but  we  had  the  honour  of  his  countenance,  and,  I 
think,  the  concurrence  of  his  vote ;  I  am  fure  he  did  not  thipk 
Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  a  dangerous  man  on  account  of  that  declara- 
tioB,  for  one  of  the  firft  a£ls  of  his  Adminiftradon  was  to  pro- 
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mote  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  to  the  dignity  of  a  peerage,  at  a  time  "whcit 
peerages  were  not  made  by  dozens  ;  but  when  a  peerage  was  the 
reward  of  fome  worthy  fcrvice,  or  at  leaft  beftowed  with  delicacy, 
'  and  was  an  honour  to  the  man  who  had  it.     That  was  the  language 
of  Lord  CaVnelford  then.     That  was  alfo  my  language  then,  and 
is  my  language  now.     If  my  opinion  is  wrong,  thai  is  another 
jwint,  and  a  fit  one  for  difcuflion.     WhAt  danger  is  there  in  my 
faying,  of  the  prcfent  Minifters,  what  I  faid  of  former  Miniftcrs  i 
Was  it  imputed  to  Lord  Camelford,  that  by  refifting  the  fupplies 
he  voted  for  delivering  up  this  country  to  the  French,  the  Spaniards, 
or  the  Dutch,  who  were  then  our  enemies  as  they  arc  now  ?  No- 
body ever  imputed  any  fuch  thing  to  him.     He  faid  by  that  vote, 
*'  I  know  it  will  be  of  fervice  to  his  Majefty  himfelf,  as  well  as  to 
his  fubjcfls,  to  call  upon  him  to  difmifs  his  prefent  Minifters."     But, 
in  truth,  I  am  guilt)'  of  plagiarifm,  and  ftill  more  guilty  of  repeti- 
tion, by  the  affertion  I  have  n^ade  concerning  a  radical  reform.  We 
arc  all  guilty  of  it  on  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,   and  fo  is  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.     As  to  myfelf,   I  have  not  only  pleaded 
my  guilt  t\;\Tnty  different  times,  in  twenty  different  fpeeches,  but  I 
have  adlually  recorded  my  guilt.     I  fliould  have  fuppofed  that  what 
I  have  repeated  fo  often  in  this  Houfe,  year  after  year,  and  which 
IS  to  be  found  on  the  Journals  of  this  Houfe,  cannot  be  novel  now. 
As  long  as  I  ftated  the   ncccffity  of  reforming  abufes  in  general  ; 
while  I   faid  there  muft  be  **  a  change  of  meafures,"  a  "  radical 
change  of  fyftem,,"  there  was  no  alarm  taken  ;  but  when  I  came  to 
fpecify  a  **  Parliamentary   Reform,"  then  every  thing   I  faid  be- 
came dangerous  and  alarming;  my  words  became  then  ambiguous 
and   myftical. — Why   fliould  that  which   I  have  fo  often  infifted 
upon,  be  now  fo  dangerous  in  the  repetition  ?   I  had  the  honour  of 
moving  in  this  houfe,  in  the  month  of  May  1796,  that  which  I 
will  now  read  :  , 

"  On  a  review  of  fo  many  inftanccs  of  grofs  and  flagrant  mif- 
<'  condu<5l,  proceeding  from  the  fame  pernicious  principles,  and  di- 
**  re£tcd  with  incorrigible  ubftinacy  to  the  fame  mifchievous  ends,  we 
<'  deem  ourfelvcs bound,  m  duty  to  his  Majcliy  and  to  our  conftituents, 
**  to  declare  ihat  we  Je€  m  rational  hope  of  redeeming  the  affairs  of  tht 
**  kingdofnt  but  by  the  adoption  of  a  fyjiem  radlcallyt  and  fundamentally 
*'  different  from  that  which  has  produced  mr  prefent  calamities.'* 

**  Radically  and  fundamentally  different ;"  am  T  not  juftified  by  the 
words  of  that  addrefs,  at  leaft  excufed  from  any  danger  of  novelty, 
In  what  I  faid  concerning  radical  reform?  There  furely  muft  be 
foifte  reafon  for  all  this  alar m>  for  taking  this  up  now  as  a  novel  and 
Vox..  IV.  4  I 
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alarming  dodrine  ;  wh]r»  Sir,  it  is  not  difficult  to  find  the  caufe  of 
all  this  pretended  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  mj  exprcflion.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  finds  his  popularity  it  gone,  that  it  is 
fiicceeded  by  public  odium.  He  remembers  what  fuccefs  he  had  at 
the  time  of  pafTing  the  trcafon  and  fedition  bills ;  in  calling  the  pub- 
lic attention  to  my  expreflfions  indead  of  his  own  bills,  he  perverted 
my  meaning,  affixed  to  my  words  a  dangerous  tendency,  and  di- 
reded  the  public  mind  from  the  fubjedt,  which  he  knew  would  not 
bear  clofe  infpcdion.  I  am  not  fo  del^itute  of  plain  common  fenie^ 
as  not  to*bc  able  to  fee  the  drift  of  his  little  artiBce.  The  Minifter 
is  in  a  dilemma j  his  popularity  is  gone,  public  odium  is  coming  on» 
his  bill  is  detedcd  \  he  now  endeavours  to  excite  an  alarm  from 
my  expreffions,  weakly  and  vainly  imagining  thaf  by  blackening  nrwj 
he  can  render  himftlf  tolerable.  I  fpoke  thefe  words  plainly, 
**  that  the  Conftitution  (hould  be  rcftored  to  its  juft  balance,  and 
the  power  of  the  people  that  which  they  enjoyed  in  a  former  part  of 
his  Majcfty*s  reign."    • 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  affected  to  (hew  fomc  abfur- 
dity  in  thefe  words :  what,  faid  he,  "  is  all  this  to  be  done  merely 
to  keep  things  as  they  are:'*  To  which  I  anfwered,  *  no;  it  is 
not  to  keep  things  as  they  nre,  hut  to  reftore  them  to  what  they 
were."  I  hope  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  is  now  fatis- 
fied  that  I  have  explained  myfelf- fufficiently,  and  that  he  will  no 
longer  date  my  words  as  ambiguous,  for^  that  they  muft  now  appear 
to  htm,  as  well  as  every  body  elfe,  plain  and  intelligible.  I  fee 
fome  (Irefs  is  laid  on  the  word  radical ;  fome  may  poffibly  fuppofe 
that  I  mean  a  reform  iimilar  to  that  which  many  have  thought  to  be 
the  bcft,  that  of  univerfal  fuffrage.  Now,  having  fupportcd  the 
fcheme  of  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Grey)  in  this  Houfe,  and 
having  voted  for  it,  I  have  by  thatcondu£t  (hewn  I  do  not  approve 
uf  tile  plan  of  univerfal  fulFrage,  and  have  (hewn  the  plan  of  which 
I  do  approve.  The  learned  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  play  upon 
the  words,  **  radical  and  fundamental,"  and  fay  that  they  meant 
to  (hike  at  the  root — ^to  alter  the  foundation  of  our  Conftitution— 
No^  to  (Irike  at  the  root,  to  alter  the  foundation  of  abufes.  To  de- 
ihoy  the  monarchy  -^No,  to  fupport  it,  by  changing  the  fyftem  that 
has  brought  this  country  to  the  brink  of  ruin.  There  are  fome 
gentlemen  oppofite  to  me,  who  have  not  forgotten  the  whole  of  their 
former  politics,  and  to  whom  this  dodtrine  is  not  new.  It  is  not 
jFree-mafonry,  it  may  be  divulged  any  where  and  to  any  per(bn ;  it 
is  to  do  what  Mr.  Burke,  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Earl  Spencer,  and 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  oppofite  to  me,  have  declared  eflential 
to  the  interefis  of  their  countxy  }  they  all  declared  thqr  thought  that 
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Aefe  abufes  produced  the  American  war  ;  and  Mr.  Buike  plibKflied 
his  fentiments  upon  that  fubjedt,  in  a  work  called  **  Thoughts  on 
the  prefent  Difcontents."  The  whole  of  our  politics  at  that  time 
were  direded,  as  mine  are  ftill,  againft  the  root  of  thefe  evils,  and 
which  it  is  the  ambition  of  my  life,  and  was  once  the  ambition  of 
die  lives  of  others,  to  oppofe.  There  are  many  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide,  who  cannot  think  that  the  events  of  the  year  1784, 
weaken  thefe  obfervations  ;  they  mufl  know  tKcy  ftrengthen  them, 
but  they  think  that  the  revolution  in  France  has  made  it  neceflfary 
to  overlook  the  whole  of  this  Tyftem  of  abufes.  They  fear  what 
the  Latins  Cd\\  frobaiilis  ;  but  they  muft  know  that  there  isfuch  a 
fyftem  ;  and  they  muft  know,  that  although  they  abandon  their  op- 
pofition  to  it,  I  (hall  perfevere.  Now,  what  have  I  done  which  all 
the  Whigs  of  England  have  not  conftantly  and  uniformly  declared 
to  be  abfolutely  neceflfary  for  the  fafcty  of  the  ftatc  P  The  only  ad- 
dition I  have  made,  is  that  of  calling  for  a  reform  in  Parliament ; 
and  although  it  is  my  opinion  now,  that  it  is  impflfible  to  correft 
abufes  without  parliamentary  reform,  I  cbnfefs  I  once  thought 
otherwife,  and  that  fome  abufes  might  be  corre£):ed  without  it.— I 
may  be  afked,  **  why  do  you,  who  did  not  always  think  it  abfolutely 
neceflary  that  there  (hould  be  a  parliamentary  reform  in  order  to 
corred  abufes,  now  hold  forth  it  is  abfolutely  impoITible  to  correfl 
abufes  without  parliamentary  reform  ?"  To  which  I  anfwer,  "  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  faying,  that  formerly  I  thought  it  only  ufefal— • 
that  it  was  likely  to  do  much  good,  and  it  was  impoflfibie  it  could 
produce  any  evil ;  I  never  thought  the  propriety  of  it  doubtful ;  but 
there  was  a  time  when  I  did  not  think  it  a  matter  of  abfolute  necef- 
fity,  that  this  country,  though  not  fo  well,  yet  might  ftand  without 
it — ^this  was  my  opinion."  The  right  honourable  gentleman  op- 
pofite  to  me  was  of  another  opinion,  for  he  faid  in  fubftance,  (I  do 
not  pretend  to  quote  words  accurately)  that  **  without  a  parlia- 
mentary reform,  no  good  adminiftration  could  render  any  fervice  to 
the  country,  and  without  parliamentary  reform  the  country  could  not 
be  faved  againft  a  bad  adminiftration."  I  heard  that  part  of  his 
fpeech  with  pleafure,  although  I  did  not  go  the  full  length  pf  it  in 
point  of  opinion.  It  was  in  part  a  compliment  to  myfelf ;  it  con- 
veyed an  idea,  that  the  then  adminiftration  was,  in  his  opinion,  a 
good  one,  and  I  had  the  honour  to  hold  a  (bare  in  it ;  fucb  was  the 
opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  that  time.  He  faid 
that  without  a  parliamentary  reform  there  could  be  no  fecurity  for 
die  future,  (mark  the  Words,)  no  fecurity  (or  the  future.  He  looked 
forward,  like  our  anceftors,  and  called  for  fecurity  againft  probable 
QYtls^— 'He  faid  that  parliamentary  reform  was  the  only  fecurity 
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agamft  a  repetition  of  fuch  calamities  as  were  brought  upon  us  by 
the  American  war.     I  am  convinced  by  experience,  this  Houfe, 
and  this  country  muft  be  convinced  by  experience ;  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman*s  adminiftration  has  convinced  us  all,  that  he 
was  then  right  in  his  aflfertion,  for  we  now  feel  a  much  greater  evil 
than  the  American  war.     But  it  may  be  faid,  that  this  war  is  very 
diiFerent  from  any  other  war,  and  therefore  it  is  not  jud  to  compare 
it  to  any  other  calamity.     No  two  humaA  events  arc  exadJly  alike, 
but  in  their  principle  they  arc  exadly  the  fame,  and  they  have  pro- 
duced (imilar  effects.     The  American  war  was  commenced  to  cru(h 
the  principles  of  rifing  liberty  ;  the  calamities  of  that  war,   I  am 
forry  to  fay,  more  than  the  principl&of  it,  rendered  it  unpopular  ;  it 
brought  Ireland  into  a  ilate  of  difcontenc,  which  could  not  be  fet  at 
reft,  without  either  vigorous  meafures,  or  conciliation  pn  the  part  of 
Government,     What  is  thp  origin  of  this  war  ?  An  attempt  to 
ftifle  the  genius  of  pretended  liberty  ;  to  check,  if  you  pleafe,  the 
progrefs  of  falfe  and  prefumptuous  philofophy.     A  war  which  was 
by  artifice  made  popular  for  a  while  in  this  country,  and  mo(l  un- 
fortunately for  us  all,  popular  in  this  Houfe.     Here  again  the  ca- 
lamity and  not  the  principle  of  the  meafure,  rendered  it  unpopular. 
The  people  became  generally  difcontentcd.     They  wiftied  for  peace. 
Minifters  oppofcd  their  defires.     They,  very  generally,  and  under 
great  difcouragements,  petitioned  the  Throne  to  change  thefe   Mi- 
nifters—They  were  not  attended  to.     This  has  brought  on  your 
prcfent  moft  dreadful  crifis.      In  the  American  war  Ireland  was  ap- 
peafed  by  conciliation.      Ireland  has  now  been  goaded  to  diftraclion. 
Earl  Fitzwilliam,  with  the  moft   virtuous  intentions,   made  to  the 
Irifli  people  promifes  which  he  thought  he  was  empowered  to  fulfil. 
Thefe  promifes  have  been  broken  by   Minifters  ;  the  Irifti   people 
have  been  fcourged  by  the  iron  hand  of  opprcffion,  and   fubjeAcd  to 
the  horrors  of  military  execution,  and  are  now   in  a   (ituation  too 
dreadful  for  the  mind  to  contemplate  without  difmay  or  the  heart  to 
feel  without  horror.     That  country,  inftcad  of  being  part  of  the 
ftrength,  is  part  of  the  weaknefs  of  our  empire,  as  well  as  its  cala- 
mity.     I  cannot  help  thinking,  therefore,  chat  from  thefe  features  of 
our  (ituation  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  predidions  arc  com- 
pletely verified  :   "  That  without  reform  of  Parliament  there   is 
no  fecurity  to  this  countrj'  from  being  r,uined  by  a  bad  Adminiftra- 
tion." 

« 

An  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  early  in  this  debate,  thought 
fit  to  make  an  attack  on  -  what  he  called  the  JeceJJion.  "  This 
too  place,"  fays  he,  "  in  times  of  great  difficulty  and  danger." 
There  ccrcainly  is  great  difficulty  and  danger  ;  but  the  ^uefUon  i$| 
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whether  my  attendance  In  this.  Houfe  can  remove  that  difEcuIty,  or 
provide  againft  that  danger  ?  But  as  there  are  many  gentlemen  in 
this  HouCe  who  are  not  partial  to  my  authority  in  any  thing,  I  will 
refer  them  tathe  authority  of  others.  In  the  year  1777  the  op- 
pofition,  conlifting  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham— (whofe  name 
I  can  never  mention  but  with  emotions  of  edeem  and  aiTedtion  ; 
whofe  worth,  like  that  of  mod  extraordinary  men,  was  not  fo  well 
valued  in  his  life  time  as  it  has  finQe  his  death,  have  dcmonftrated 
the  value  of  fuch  a  man  to  his  country) — Lord  John  Cavendifli, 
Sir  George  Saville,  and  Mr.  Burke— -I  do  not  tnention  myfelf 
among  them — all  thought  that,  (in  the  middle  of  the  American 
war,  and  when  great  loans  were  to  be  raifcd,  and  when  the  country 
was  in  great  difficulty)  they  could  not  do  better  than  to  ceafe  attend- 
ing. Parliament,  when  neither  their  virtues  nor  their  talents  could 
be  ufeful ;  and  after  both  had  been  exerted  in  vain.  I  ceafed  to 
think  with  them  on  the  propriety  of  (laying  away,  and  therefore 
came  down  to  this  Houfe  before  them  ;  but  I  never  blamed  them 
for  their  condud  :  nor  is  their  condud  blamed  now.  So  it  feems 
that  what  was  right  and  honourable  in  thefe  perfons  is  fadtious  in 
me.  In  my  inftance  I  am  particularly  unfortunate.  I  can  pleafe 
my  adverfarics  in  no  way.  They  fay  there  is  mifchief  in  my  flay- 
ing away,  and  they  accufe  me  of  producing  mifchief  by  my 
fpeeches.  They  are  neither  pleafed  with  my  prefence  nor  my  ah* 
fence.  "  What  are  his  motives  for  flaying  away  ?"  Upon  my 
word^  Sir,  J  will  not  flatter  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  by  telling  him  that  he  is  the  caufe  either  of  my  prefence  or  my 
abfence.  But  if  I  was  obliged  to  attend  much  to  him  whef  I  am 
prefcnt,  he  would  be  the  caufe  of  either  my  abfence  or  my  pre- 
fence— perhaps  he  can  guefs  which.  I  cannot  flate  any  thing  in 
this  Houfe  in  favour  of  a  parliamentary  reform  without  his  telling 
me  I  aflbrd  encouragement  to  the  French.  Why  then,  Sir,  if  I 
paid  that  refpedt  to  his  authority,  which  I  dare  fay  he  thinks  it  de- 
fcrves,  1  fliould  flay  away.  "  No,  I  muft  attend  ;"  but  then  I 
muft  either  be  filent  or  fpeak  as  he  pleafes.  I  fliall  follow  my  own 
judgment  while  that  is  not  difagreeable  to  my  conflituents,  and  I 
will  not  fo  far  flatter  the  honourable  gentleman  as  to  fay  that  I 
fhould  either  ferve  or  pleafe  my  conflituents  by  following  his  tlirec- 
tions.  I  apply  this  obfervation  to  feveral  other  Members  of  this 
Houfe»  and  among  the  reft  to  the  honourable  member  for  Lincoln. 
It  there  not  fomethingof  felf  at  the  bottom -of  all  this  feeming 
anxiety  for  my  cpnduft?  I  know  not  whether  it  is  from  my  de- 
priving them  of  their  opportunities,  their  glorious,  and  to  fome  of 
th^m^  golden  opportunities,  of   gratifying   their  vanity  or  their 
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avarice.  When  I  confider  thefe  matters  I  do  not  fee  any  great 
rcafon  for  wondering  that  fo  many  gentlemen  (hould  be  angry  with 
me  for  .my  abfence  ;  but  to  be  plain  with  them,  I  am  not  very 
anxious  about  pleafing  them.  The  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  fays, 
^  that  the  people  of  this  country  in  general  are  diilatisfied  with  my 
abfence."  I  (hould  with  to  have  a  better  authority  than  his  before  I 
arrive  at  that  concluHon.  The  people  I  reprefent,  who  are,  without 
difparagement,  fully  as  good  judges  of  that  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman,  Ivive  told  me  other  wife,  and  I  think  I  can  rely  on  their 
veracity  alfo  as  well  as  upon  his.  Another  honourable  gentleman 
tells  us  ^*  that  we  are  negledting  our  duty  while  others  are  per- 
forming theirs."  By  duty,  I  prefume>  he  means  **  attending  arul 
dividing  with  the  MiniAer."  I  made  no  general  allegation  that 
the  Members  do  not  attend  ;  the  meaning  of  what  I  faid  was,  that 
when  they  are  here  they  do  not  always  perform  their  duty.  The 
learned  gentleman,  whofe  fpeech  imputed  to  us  party  viotence^  faid^ 
'^  that  the  public  look  at  us^  and  will  judge  of  our  condiifi.'* 
I  hope  they  do  ;  and  withont  vanity,  I  wifh  they  may. 

There  is  nothing  that  I  liave  a  greater  defire  ibr  than  that  the 
people  of  this  country  (houjd  look  at,  and  carefully  examine,  our 
conduct,  and  the  condu6l  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  I  wiih 
them  to  judge,  and  to  judge  candidly,  whether  this  is  fuch  a  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as,  that  in  it,  thofe  who  think  like  me,  can  procure 
any  advantage  to  the  public  by  their  attendance.  ^'  Bur  you  fttU 
keep  your  feat  in  Parliament,"  fay  they  ;  why  yes,  I  do.  Sit,  and  I 
have  Qo  intention  of  applying  to  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
oppofite-  to  me  for  the  Chikern  hundreds  in  order  to  vacate  that 
feat— -Why  ?  fiecaufe  I  do  not  think  that  fuch  a  ftep  would  be 
of  any  fervice  to  the  people  of  this  country.  Am  I  to  dcfpair  that 
cven/A/V  Houfe  of  Commons  may  change  itsfcntimcnts?  Is  that 
change  impofltble  ? — I  hope  not.  I  believe  not.  Then  why 
(hould  I  refign  a  fituation,  which,  although  now  ufdefs,  may  here- 
after be  ufeful  to  my  country?  "But  you  ftay  away  becaufe  you  know 
you  cannot  obtain  a  Parliamentary  Reform  ;  you  fay  that  Reform  is 
abfolutely  neceifary,  and  therefore  you  do  not  mean  to  try  for  a  Parlia* 
mcntary  Reform  in  this  Houfe  ?"  To  whith  I  anfwer,  I  know  no 
other  legal  way,  becaufe  I  know  no  other  peaceable  way  of  obtaining 
a  Reform,  and  therefore  I  (hall  never  try  any  other  way.  I  con- 
fcfs  I  am  not  very  fanguine  in  my  expedations  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  but  I  think  it  may,  from  circumftances,  commence 
nu^afures  which  may  lead  to  an  entire  and  radical  reform*-*-"  But 
you  do  not  evpe<ft  to  be  able  to  perfuade  the  Houie  of  Commons  to 
commence  tMs  work  j" — why  no,  not  by  my  fpceches  certainly  i 
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and  yet  I  think  they  may  be  perfuaded---*How  i  By  the  fmblic.     I 
hope  fuch  an  opinion  will  be  fo  exprefTed  as  to  induce  this  Hoiife  to 
fee  the  wifdoiu  and  neccffity  of  the  mcafure  ;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will 
never  appear  to  this  floufe  to  be  wife,  before  it  appears  to  be  zhfo^ 
lutely  neceflfary.     I  have  done  my  duty  in  imprefling  this  o(»nioii 
upon  the  Houfe.     But  why  (hould  I,  by  my  attendance  from  day 
to  day  In  this  Houfe,  give  countenance  to  the  idea  that  there  is,  in 
this  Houfe,  a  free  unbialTed  opinion,  and  that  it  is  not  under  the 
influence  of  the  Crown  ? — I  am  not  of  high  authority,  but  that  ao- 
thority,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  fhould  be  forry  to  pledge  to  the  dodhine  that 
the  branches  of  the  Legiilature  are  not  under  the  controul  of  the 
Exiecutive  Power.    I  believe  that  thofe,  if  there  are  any,  who  think 
that  the  legiflative  power  is  not  under  the  control  and  management 
of  the  Crown,  know  but  little  of  the  real  condition  of  this,  or  the 
other  Houfe  of  Parliament.     I  fay  fo,  bccaufe  I  think  fo ;  then 
why  (hould  I  not  abfent  myfelf  from  fuch  a  Parliament,  as  I  thiiik 
proper-      But  they  fay,  **  my  conftituents  fent  me  here ;  that  I  am 
not  to  follow  my  own  inclination,  but  (hould  attend  for  their  in- 
tercfts."     I  beg  to  appeal  to  my  conftituents,  and  to  none  but  dieoH 
for  with  their  dcfires  I  am  ready  to  comply ;  my  attendance  this 
night  in  this  Houfe  is  an  inflance  of  that  compliance ;  but  hoir 
(lands  this  language  with  regard  to  condituents }     There  are  mai^ 
counties  laigc  and  populous,   the  eledors  of  which  may  call  upon 
their  reprefcntatives  to  obey  them,  and  they  may  do  fo ;  but  with 
regard  to  this  Houfe  at  large,  I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  how  many 
Members  there  are  whofe  conilituents  have  no  influence  whatever 
over  them,  bccaufe,  between  them  there  is  not  fo  much  as  the  ap* 
pearance  of  connection  ;  and  even  where  the  cafe  is  otherwife, 
where  the  connection  is  fupport;d  to  be  intimate,  how  many  Mem- 
bers are  there  in  this  Houfe  who  have  difot)eyed  the  exprefs  direc- 
tions of  their  condituents  ?     **  But  you  are  fpeaking  on  one  (ide 
only  ;  it  is  true  the  King  has  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war  and 
proclaiming  peace,  which  may  create  fome  influence  ;  but  if  a  war 
be  improperly  declared,  or  peace  improperly  delayed,  this  Houfe  has 
the  power  of  withholding  the  fupplies."     O !  mighty  well ;  I 
know  it :  but  if  the  Miniiter  can  influence  tho  majority  and  obtain 
their  votes,  what  then  becomes  of  your  famous  check  upon  the  Exe- 
cutive Power  ?    By  the  theory  of  your  Conflitufion  yoa  are  free  ;  by 
its  praAice  you  have  no  freedom  to  oppofe  the  Crown  in  any  thing 
of  this  nature,  and  your  ConfHtution  is  now  (haken  to  the  ireiy 
foundation! 

Nothing  in  which  my  name  is  included  is  to  pafs  unnoticed  in 
this  debate^  and  therefore  the  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State 
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referred  to  a  letter  of  a  very  curious  kind,  written  by  a  noble  Lordf 
for  whom  I  have  great  peffonal  refpecl,  but  I  beg  leave  to  fay,  that 
I  had  no  concern  in,  or  knowledge  of»  what  paflcd  on  the  occafioa 
to  whid>  it  refers  more  than  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ;  nor 
had  I  any  knowledge  of,  or  concern  in,  the  publication  of  that  letter. 
I  know  that  an  application  was  made  to  the  noble  Lord  by  fome 
Meoibers  of  this  Houfr,  requeuing  him  to  call  for  a  change  of  Ad- 
minifteration.  I  know  not  who  they  were :  I  never  was  let  into 
that  fecret ;  I  never  wiflied  to  know  who  the  parties  were  ;  but  the 
publication  of  that  curious  letter  has  made  known  a  fad  of  a  very 
important  nature  to  this  country,  viz.  **  That  there  arc  in  this 
Houfe  a  great  number  of  Members  who  conftantly  go  on  with  flic 
MiniAer,  and  give  him  their  fupport,  although  they  difapprove  of 
his  meafurcsy  and  think  him  and  his  colleagues  utterly  unfit  for  their 
fituations  ;"  and  who  think  therefore  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
change.  But  it  is  faid^  '^  that  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  EKchequer 
were  to  go  out  of  power,  I  (hould  expert  to  come  into  his  fituadon^ 
and  that  therefore  what  I  may  fay  upon  the  fubjed  is  not  worth  at- 
tending to."  It  is  rather  hard  that  I  am  to  be  thus  (ilcnced.  Sup- 
pofis  I  was  completely  difintereded — I  know  that  to  a  man  of  the  par- 
ticular tafte  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a 
difinterefted  fentiment.  But,  let  him  for  a  moment  fuppofe  me  to 
be  difinterefted.  How  could  I  have  adlcd  otherwife  than  I  did  ? 
Perhaps  he  thinks  that,  to  be  candid,  I  (hould  have  faid— "  My 
Lord,  take  care  ;  I  am  going  to  fupport  you  only  for  a  while :  you 
will  not  continue  above  a  feflion  or  two  \  for  then  I  will  come  into 
your  place:  you  run  into  a  danger.**  In  reality  I  gave  the  noble 
Lord  no  advice  upon  the  matter ;  if  I  had,  it  (hould  have  been  a 
difinterefted  piece  of  advice ;  if  I  had  told  him  all  I  thought,  I 
(hould  have  faid — "  Take  care,  my  Lord  ;  take  care,  that,  while 
you  are  forming  the  Miniftry,  you  are  not  doing  fo  without  folid 
grounds  :  unlefs  you  have  a  proper  pledge  of  a  Reform,  the  good 
which  you  intend  will  come  to  nothing.  Take  care  that  you  are 
not  venturing  into  a  country  where  a  man  of  your  franknefs  is  not 
a  match  for  the  infidious  arts  which  will  be  pra£^ifed  againft  you.r 
Take  care  you  do  not  go  into  difficulties  which  will  deftroy  you  ; 
thai  yeu  are  not  invited  only  for  the  purpofc  of  putting  an  end  to  the 
prefent  war,  in  order  that  the  fyftcm  which  you  ftifle  for  a  while 
may  be  rc-cftabiiftied."  And,  if  I  had  been  called  upon  to  name 
this  fucccflbr  of  the  noble  Lord,  I  (hould  have  no  difficulty  in  point-* 
ing  out  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  the  man.  I 
had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  matter.  I  (Kould  wi(h  certainly 
for  a  change  of  Admini(lj;ation  that  might  be  able  to  procure  peaces 
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My  finccrc  wi(h  was,  never  to  make  any  part  of  any  AdminiArationy 
and  I  never  will,  unlefs  I  have  a  pledge  for  a  general  Reform  of 
abufes,  which  muft  be  preceded  by  a  complete  dereli<fiion  of  thofe 
aflfumptions  of  power  that  have  been  made  fmce  the  right  honoura* 
ble  gentleman  came  into  office  ;  in  ihort,  until  we  have  a  pledge 
that  the  Condi tution  (hall  be  reftored,   at  lead  to  the  condition  it 
was  in  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  into  power  ; 
and  that  there  fhall  be  an  entire  reform  cf  abufes.      Until  that  (hall 
be  the  defire  of  the  people  at  large,  and  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe, 
I  will  never  form  a  part  of  any  Adminiftration.     But  I  think  it  is 
too  much  to  fay  to  me,   "  Why  (hould  you  (late  your  terms  before 
your  Sovereign  has  called  for  your  fer vices  r"      I  never  (lated  my 
terms;   I  never  offered  my  fcrviccs  ;  and  I  have  no  defire  of  an 
offer.      But  I  have  long  faid,  what  I  now  fay,  that  I  Will"  never  ac- 
cept of  any  employment  but  on  the  conditions  tliat  I  have  Aated.  But 
here  again  let  me  be  properly  underfiood,  for  although  I  wi(h  for 
a  Reform  of  Parliament,  I  have  no  idea  of  obtaining  if,  but  by  the 
organ  and  through  the  means  of  Parliament.     The  attempt  to  ob- 
tain it  in  any  other  way,  I  never  thought  of.       That  I  dcteft  the 
prefent  Adminiftration,   that  is  to  fay,  the  prefent  fy(!em,  is  mofV 
true  ;  but  if  I  deteft  them  on  account  of  one  thing  more  than  ano- 
ther, it  is,  that  their  meafurcs  have  made  me  think  it  po(nble  that 
changes  may  be  made  by  illegal  means,  that  is,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  Parliament. 

At  one  time  I  know  that  this  was  impoflTible ;  what  a  dreadful 
refle<Slion  to  a  feeling  conftitutional  mind,  to  think  of  the  change  of 
fentiment  that  has  been  effefled  !  Some  gentlemen  fay,  "  that  with 
me  every  debate  degenerates  into  party  fpirit ;  th&t  I  am  ambitious, 
and  that  al!  my  fpceches  tend  to  throwing  things  into  confufion." 
Do  they  mean  to  fay  that  I  wi(h  for  violence  and  tumult  ? — Do  they 
think  that  1  am  delirous  of  imitating  Buonaparte,  of  carrying  every 
thing  before  me  by  military  valour ;  or,  like  Barras,  to  leave  troops 
fitting; in  or  furrounding  this  Houfe,  and  fupprcfTmg  the  men  or  party  - 
whom  I  dread  by  military  violence  ?  —  Do  they  think  that  any  of  us 
have  fuch  wi(hcs  ? — Do  they  think  that  the  inconveniencics  of  my 
life  (happily  now  Icfs  than  formerly)  arc  fuch  as  to  make  me  wHh 
for  confufion  ?  That  I  aim  at  a  time  of  life  to  feck  a  better  fortune 
by  the  ufc  of  arms  ?   I  do  not  think  that  thofe  who  know  mc  will 
make  any  of  thefe  accufations  againft  me.      Aye?  Aye!  but  then  ' 
comes  the  order  of  the  day,  **  difappointmcnt  and  envy;"  what  may 
not  thefe  palTions  goad  me  to  ?  A  learned  Civilian,  of  whom  I  (hall 
fay  the  lefs,  bccaufe  I  had  formerly  the  means  of  knowing  him  inti-  * 
mately,  chufes  to  come  forward  and  carricature  mc  as  an  cnviour 


«r_T«r  .    fr 


6i8  PARLIAMENTARY  [CoMMOHg- 

and  difappointcd  man.  The  candour  and  generofity  of  this  attempt, 
coming  from  him,  I  (hall  leave  to  the  world.    The  talents  of  thofc 
artids  for  carricaturc  I  will  not  quertion  \  but  looking  to  thcmfelvcs, 
and  looking  to  mc,  they  will  perhaps  find  it  difficult  to  exhibit  my 
figure  as  the  emblem  of  envy.     Not  that  I  defy  their  genius  for 
mifreprefcntation  ;  but  I  really  think  they  might  find  among  them* 
felvcs  figures  better  adapted  to  the  charadler.     He  difcovers  in  mc 
a.  refemblance  to  Hanno,  the  Carthaginian.    The  allufion  naturally 
brings  us  back  to  the  hiftory  of  the  period,  and  makes  us  think  of 
Hannibal  as  well  as  Hanno.*     If  I  am  Hanno,  he  muft  have  had 
in  his  eye  alfo  the  Hannibal  of  the  prefent  times.     The  learned 
Doctor  did  not  fay  who  the  Hannibal  was,  although  it  was  not  dif- 
ficult to  find  where  he  meant  the  allufion  to  ftrike.      And  certainly 
there  were  fome  points  of  refemblance  between  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  and  the  charafler  of  Hannibal  which  a  Plutarch   would 
defcribe  with  energetic  truth.     We  are  told  in  hiftory,  if  I  remem- 
ber rightly,  that  Hannibal  was  the  fon  of  Hamilcar,  one  of  the 
greateft  generals  and  ftatefmen  in  the  world,  and  Hannibal  was 
fwom,  at  nine  years  of  age,  by  his  father,  to  be  the  eternal  enemy 
of  Rome.     Whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  fwom 
at  that  age  to  be  the  eternal  enemy  of  the  French,  I  know  not. 
There  are  fome  other  circumftanccs  which  we  read  in  hiftory  con- 
cerning thefe  two  charadlcrs  not  unworthy  of  recollection  at  this  mo- 
ment.    Not  only  was  Hanno  an  enemy  to  Hannibal,  but  alfo^to 
the  whole  Barfinc  faflion,  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  fhared  a  great 
deal  from  the  fucceflfes  of  Hannibal  in  war.      It  was  faid  of  him 
that  io  all  his  zeal  for  the  public  good  he  took  particular  care  of  his 
own  family,  and  that  Afdrubal  and  all  his  other  relatives  in  Spain 
and  elfcwhere,  were  enriched  with  the  public  fpoil.     The  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  may  perhaps  have  fome  relations  who  certainly 
have  not  had  their  fortunes  ruined  by  the  war.    I  rather  think  there 
arc  fome  other  points  of  refemblance  between  Hannibal  and  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,   Hannibal  having  condudted  the  war 
againft  the  Romans  with  great  rage,  and  every  degree  of  bitternefs 
and  cruelty  ;  and  after  having  fworn,  as  I  have  faid,  eternal  enmity, 
thought  himfclf  a  fit  pcrfon  to  negotiate  a  peace ;  and  indeed  from 
the  fpeech  which  Livy  makes  him  deliver,  Hannibal  was  as  eloquent 
a  man  as  any  that  ever  made  a  fpeech.     The  figure  that  he  made 
in  the  Senate  of  Carthage  upon  that  occafion  was  extraordinary. 
After  all  the  declarations  he  had  made,  he  felt  the  fingularity  of  his 
fituation,  and  he  fhortly  expofed  it — **  Ego^  Hannibal^  peto  pacem.** 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  alfo  conduifted  a  war  with  as 
much  bictcrnef$  and  rage  as  that  of  Hannibal  againft  the  Romany* 
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He  alfo  has  faid  it  would  be  difgrsiceful  and  ruinous  to  propofe 
peace,  but  he  aUb  has  thought  himfelf  a  fit  perfon  to  propofe  and 
negotiate  a  peace  ;  and,  like  Hannibajy  he  is  a  very  eloquent  man. 
But  when  we  come  to  the  other  features  of  the  charadcr  of  Hanni- 
baly  I  am  afraid  the  refemblance  between  him  and  the  CharvceDor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  fail.      Hannibal  was  the  moft  fkilful  and  the 
moft  fuccefsful  conductor  of  a  war  the  world  ever  faw.     Is  that  th^ 
charafler  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  Hannibal  had  a 
con(tantly  diffident  Senate,  that  counteracted  his  meafurcs,  thwarted 
his  fchemesy  denied  him  what  he  afked,  and  conilantly  allowed  him 
but  fcanty  fupplics  ;  and  yet  with  all  thefe  difficulties  and  impedi- 
ments, he  performed  greater  deeds  in  war  than  any  other  General^ 
except  Alexander.     Is  that  the  cafe  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ?-*- With  a  diffident  Senate,  with  fcanty  fupplies,  Hannibal 
contrived  to  keep  up  in  Italy,  for  fifteen  years  together,  a  powerful 
confederacy  againfl  the  Romans,  although  they  were  made  up  of 
States  jealous  of  each  other,  the  interefl  of  fomc  of  whom  it  was  to 
attack  Carthage ;  yet  he  kept  them  together  in  a  confederacy  againft 
Rome  for  fifteen  years.     Is  that  the  cafe  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  ?   If,  therefore,  I  am  an  envious  man,  let  me  be  envious 
of  the  emoluments  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  do  not  fay 
I  am  envious  of  his  glory,  becaufe  that  would  be  a  bad  compliment 
to  the  chara<Sler  of  my  underftanding.  ' 

It  has  been  faid  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  we,  unintentionally , 
pronounced  a  panegyric  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  his 
financial  (kill,  by  dating  the  year  1792  as  a  period  of  our  profpe- 
rity ;  becaufe  it  mud  be  well  remembered  that  our  condition  in 
1784  was  very  low  in  point  of  finance.     I  admit  the  great  profpe- 
rity  of  this  country  in  the  year  1792,  as  compared  with  that  of 
1784.     I  go  farther,  I  applaud  now,  as  I  have  often  applauded, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  fyOem  with  regard  to  the  finking 
fund.     But  I  cannot  think  it  a  very  wonderful  thing  that  this 
country  ftioiild  flourifh  in  its  finance  in  the  courfe  of  eight  years 
peace.      I  (hould  certainly  think  otherwife,  if  I  agreed  with  the 
Secretary  of  State,  who  lays,  that  the  prefent  lownefs  of  our  funds 
is  owing  to  the  increafe  of  our  commerce.     But  why  was  I  an  ap- 
prover of  the  conduit  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  1792 
in  preference  to  that  of  1 7  84?  Why  !  let  him  afk  his  right  honour- 
able friend  (Mr.  Windham)  who  fits  near  him.     The  fyltem  that 
was  adopted  in  1 784  was  entirely  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  eur 
Conflitution.     Whether  the  calamities  that  have  fince  befallen  this 
country  are  the  ^k€t  of  the  fjAtm  adopted  in  1.784,  fome  pcrfons 
nmj  think  an  important  inqiury.     I  think  otherwife ;  for  by  that 
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fyilem  the  power  of  the  Crown  wsis  prodigioiufly  increafed,  and 
much  of  that  power,  which  till  then  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the 
people,  was  made  to  depend  upon  the  caprice  of  that  tribe  of  perfons 
who  are  conilantly  about  a  Court,  have  none  but  Court  views,  and 
may  very  properly  be  denominated  a  Court  Fadlion.     I  now  com- 
plain not  of  the  guilt  of  this,  but  of  the  calamity.   Has  that  fyftero, 
or  has  it  not,  produced  that  calamity  r   "  But  here  we  come  to  a 
diftin^^ion :  in  confidcring  this  war,  we  muft  confider  feparately  what 
we  ourfelves  have  done,  and  what  our  allies  have  done.     Our  allies 
have  deferted  us  ;  we  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  would."     Arc 
we  to  confider  the  character  of  a  Statefman  as  not  including  in  it 
fome  faculty  of  gueffing  at  the  views  and  intcrcfts,  and  confcqucntly 
the  probable  condufl,  of  thofe  with  whom  he  is  to  enter  inta  alliance? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  may  fay,  "  I  engaged  with  the 
King  6f  Pruflia  ;  I  thought  he  would  have  been  faithful,  but  he 
was  faithlcfs."     Was  he  not  warned  of  this  r  When  he  interfered 
in  the  affairs  of  Holland,  he  was  dc fired  to  look  at  the  Aate  of  Flan- 
ders ;  he  defpifed  our  counfel :  the  refult  is  before  our  eyes.      **  But 
this  was  a  mere  millake.''     Yes :  it  was  certainly  a  miftake  ;  but 
it  was  a  miAake  of  which  he  was  forewarned.    How  ftands  the  cafe 
now  with  regard  to  Auftria  ?   I  heard  laft  night  for  the  firft  time, 
in  this  Houfe  (and  I  was  almoft  confounded  when  I  heard  it;   I 
had  almoft  thought  I  had  got  into  fome  other  Houfe),  Auftria  was 
called  our  **  perfidious  Ally"  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer!     This  naturally  brings  to  my  recolle<9ion  the 
manner  in  which  the  Minirter  has  often  fpoken  of  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria.     To  take  the  debate  on  the  Aufirian  loan,  for  infiancct  as 
a  fainple  of  the  reft :   I  confidered  the  Auftrian  loan  like  a  fubfidy 
to  Auftria.      I  took  the  liberty  of  faying  that  we  (hould  never  have 
our  money  back  :  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fell  into  a  rage 
at  this:  **  What,"  faid  he,  ** treat  a  Loan  like  a  Subftdyl — a  loan  to 
a  Prince  who  is  as  punflual  to  pecuniary  payments  as  renowned  for 
military  glory  ! — Our  faithful  ally ! — It  was  bale  ro  dcfert  him  !" 
How  ftands  the  fadJt?     No  re- payments  was  ever  made  upon  this 
loan  to  his  Imperial  Majefty  ;  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  people  of 
this  country  muft  pay  out  of  their  ovpn  pockets  the  intereft  of  this 
mpney,  which  was  advanced  to  the  Empefor,  becaufe  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  pleafed  to  hav6  a  good  opinion  of  the  credit  of 
theBankof  Vienna.  *^  But  human  nature  is  liable  to  miftokc."  So  it 
is:  but  are  thofe  who  miftake  almoft  everything,  fit  perfons  to  poflfefs 
public  confidence  f     '<  But  do  not  look  at  the  campaign  with  Auf- 
tria ;  behold  the  brilliancy  of  our  naval  viflories !     Has  our  :\'xvj 
not  a£ted  as  it  (hould  do  ?"     Certainly  it  has  y  a|id  but  for  its  ex- 
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crtions  we  (hould  not  now  be  debating  in  this  Houfe.  But,  at  an 
honourable  friend  of  mine  has  obfervcd  already,  what  arb  we  to 
think  of  that  caufe  which  even  fuch  exertions  cannot  ferve  P  Mon- 
tefquieu,  who  had  a  happy  method  of  exprefling  his  opinion,  faid, 
that  "  He  conceived  God  Almighty  created  the^  Turks  and  the 
Spaniards  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  (hew  to  mankind  what  a  great 
empire  is,  when  inhabited  by  flaves."  What  would  Montefquieu 
fay,  if  he  lived  among  us  ?  He  would  fay,  *♦  That  country  muft 
be  in  a  deplorable  (late^  when  it  is  governed  by  a  Miniller  who 
caonot  advance  his  caufe  one  flepby  the  brilliant  adlions  of  a  Howe, 
a  Duncan,  a  St.  Vincent!  The  man  who  cannot  accomplifh  his 
objedl  by  fuch  exploits  muft  have  fomething  in  view  that  is  not  at- 
tainable by  any  human  power." 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  faid  fomething  of  an  huflaring  expe- 
dition in  America  ;  by  way  of  derifion,  I  prefume.  Have  we  had 
much  profitable  huifaring  in  this  war  ?  I  know  the  Engli(h  have 
often  ad^ed  with  glory  ;  and  I  hope  they  will  continue  to  do  fo : 
but,  in  compliment  to  the  army  that  I  rcfpeft,  I  had  rather  befilent 
than  fay  any  thing  of  the  Ehglifh  campaigns  in  Flanders.  But  it 
was  dated  that  we  participated  in  the  glory  of  our  allies  when  they 
were  fucccfsful  on  the  Continent ;  that  to  our  fupplies  of  counfel 
and  of  gold,  were  chiefly  to  be  afcribed  the  triumph^  they  had 
achieved.  On  this  participation  in  the  fuccefs  of  our  allies  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  boaded  in  a  memorable  quotation  : 

Quod  ThebcB  ceciderc,  meom  eft  :  me  crcditc  Lefbon, 
Mc  Tcuedon,  Chryfcnquc,  ct  Cyllan  Apollinis  urbes. 
Ft  Syron  cepide :  mea  concufla  putate 
ProcubcifTc  lolo  Lyrncflia  mxnia  dextra. 

**  The  people  of  England  had  a  merit  in  this  (he  faid)  from 
the  loan  they  gave ;  there  was  not  a  pcafant  in  this  country  wlv> 
did  not  participate  in  the  joy  for  the  vicStories  of  the  Auftrian  arms, 
becaufe  there  was  not  a  ptafant  in  this  country  whofc  labours  did 
not  contribute  to  produce  the  loan  by  which  .the  Auftrian  arn>s 
were  fupplied.  Something  of  this  kind  was  faid  of  the  Pruflian 
arms  at  one  time—  that  fcene  is  now  fhifted — now,  even  Auftria  is 
called  a  perfidious  ally.  What  conclufion  do  I  draw  from  this  ? 
Why,  that  a  man  who  is  compelled  to  change  and  to  (bift  from 
point  to  point,  as  the  Minifter  has  done  in  the  courfe  of  this  war, 
either  has  no  definite  ohje6t  in  view,  or  that,  if  he  has,  he  never  will 
arrive  at  it.  How  are  the  meafurcs  of  the  Minifter  defended  ? 
Can  you  fay  any  thing  for  the  Minifter  ?  **  No  ;  but  others  would 
be  worfe."  Why,  truly  that  appears  a  little  extravagant,  I  think. 
''  But  would  you  not  defend  this  meafuro  rather  than  invite  Buona- 
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parte  to  come  here  ?  Which  do  you  think  the  worfe  of  the  two,  this 
bill,  or  the  rcquifkion  of  Buonaparte  ? "     Why,  truly,  I  muft  con- 
fefs  this  is  an  ingenious  way  of  arguing ;  a  curious  qucftion  to  aik  of 
an  Englifliman  ;  of  the  two,  certainly  a  requilition  from  our  own 
Governors  is  better  than  that  of  a  foreign  enemy :  but  what  fort  of 
defence  do  you  call  that  ?     What  is   this  bill  ?    A  requifition  ; 
founded  upon  what — juitice  or  injuAice  i  Upon  injuftice.  What  is 
a  requifition  founded  upon  injuftice  ?  A  robbery.     There  is  no  cri- 
terion by  which  this  plunder  upon  Hic  people  is  to  be  made.     Some 
have  called   it  a  tax  upon   expenditure,  and  fome  a  tax  upon  in- 
come ;  it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.     Indeed  I  have  never 
hsaid  any  one  of  its  advocates  explain  fatisfa£toriIy  what  it  is. 
Quite  fure  I  am,  that  it  is  very  difficult,  if  not  impc^ible,  to  lay  a 
tax  upon  income,  without  great  injuftice ;  and  in  this  cafe,  that  in- 
juftice is  of  the  moft  horrible  kind.     The  cafe  put  by  an  honour- 
able friend  of  mine,  is  a  very  fit  one,  to  fliew  the  inequality  of  the 
meafure.     Suppofe  one  perfon  has  i cool,  in  the  Short  Annuities, 
another  loo'ol.  in  the  Long  Annuities;  the  income  will  be  the 
fame  to  both,  but  the  property  is  very  unequal,  confequently  the 
ability  to  pay  is  much  greater  in  the  one  tha^  in  the  other,  fo  much 
as  fix  to  one,  or  thereabouts ;  and  yet  if  this  is  to  be  regulated  by 
income,  the  charge  will  be  exadly  the  fame  on  both.     Income  is  a 
thing  which  cannot  in  its  nature  be  afcertained  ;  and  confequently 
this  meafure  muft  be  defedive  in  that  particular,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  view  in  which  it  can  be  confidered.     Gentlemen  have  faid, 
that  "  we  ought  to  give  up  a  part  of  our  property  to  preferve  the 
remainder."     The  juftnefs  of  that  propofition  I  never  attempted  to 
deny,  when  taken  in  its  fair  fenfe;  that  is  to  fay,  that,  by  giving  a 
part,  the  remainder  is  fecured  ;  but  when  a  part  is  given  to  a  meafure 
that  has  in  its  very  efience  a  tendency  to  render  the  remainder  infe- 
cure,  there  is  an  end  of  the  juftnefs  of  the  propofition.     Such  is  the 
nature  of  the  meafure  now  before  the  Houfe ;  by  aflenting  to  this 
bill  you  will  lay  down  a  principle  that  the  Minifter  may  feize  what 
part  and  what  proportion  he  pleafes  of  the  property  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  upon  the  fame  pretext  as  he  is  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of 
now,  namely,  that  it  is  done  fbi:*the  public  good. 

I  never,  until  laft  night,  heard  any  thing  like  a  fpecific  propoli- 
tion  for  taxing  property  in  the  funds— I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
purity  of  the  motives  of  the  learned  gentleman  (Mr.  Simeon)  who 
made  that  propofition  ;  but  I  cannot  help  exprefling  a  hope  that  no 
dired  tax  of  that  kind  will  ever  take  place  in  this  country.  There 
is  one  way  in  which  the  funds  may  be  made  to  feel  the  effeAs 
of  taxation;  and  that  is  a  hit  way,  for  it  is  indirtA  in  its  cffcft. 
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Suchj  indeed,  is  always  the  cafe,  when  any  addition  is  made  to  our 
funded  debt  \  that  addition  muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  have 
fome  effect  upon  the  value  of  that  which  was  funded  before.  This 
effect,  however,  touches  nothing  but  the  marketable  price  of  the 
capital ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  dividends.  That  fort 
of  effedt  it  is  juft  it  fhould  have  ;  becaufe  Government  faith  is  only 
pledged  for  the  pundtual  payment  of  the  intereft  of  your  funded 
debt ;  the  capital,  each  individual  mud  make  what  he  can  of  in 
the  market. 

This  bill  is  an  unjuft  meafure  from  the  beginning  to  the  end, 
but  that  which  is  the  mod  glaring  injudice  is  the  claufe  which  gives 
to  the  bill  a  retrofpcdlive  effect.  That  makes  it,  what  no  bill  ever 
ihould  be,  viz.  an  expojifaiid  law.     By  this  you  tax  a  man  next 
year,  becaufe  he  kept  a  carriage  lad  year.     From  the  circumAance 
of  a  man  having  kept  a  carriage  laft  year,  you  prefume  he  will 
have  a  certain  income  the  next,  and  therefore  you  tax  him  at  a  cer- 
tain rate ;  nothing  can  be  more  inconclufive,  or  more  unjuft  than 
this.    Some  gentlemen,  indeed,  admit  that  this  bill  is  unjuft,  which 
they  affcS  to  lament,  but  they  fay  that  money  muft  be  had,  and  a 
great  deal  muft  be  raifed  within  the  year,  and  therefore  they  will 
vote  for  this  bill  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  find  out  a  better  mea- 
fure for  the  public  fervice :  the  Member  for  Lincoln  has  faid,  that 
although  there  is  a  great  inequality  in  this  bill,  and  confequently 
much  injultice,  yet  he  muft  vote  for  it,  fince  he  knew  of  no  better 
plan.  When  a  meafure  is  propofed  to  be  agreed  upon  by  this  Houfe, 
to  take  from  the  people  that  which  muft  in  many  cafes  be  taken  un« 
juftly,  if  taken  at  all,  what  fhould  that  be  called  but  a  robbery?  for 
it  certainly  is  fo.    This  bill  is  unjuft  in  many  cafes  ;  it  Is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  fo.     Are  your  public  affairs  in  that  ftate  m  which  it  is 
indif[)cnfab]y  neccffary  that  your  Lcgiflaturc  fhould  enafl  unjuftice?— 
Why,  Sir,  this  bill  is  fo  monftrous,  and  the  objcdtions  to  it  are  fo 
many,  that  the  difficulty  is,  where  to  begin  with  them,  or  how  to 
comprefs  them  into  fomething  like  a  tolerable  compafs.      I  met  a 
gentleman  to-day,  whofc  cafe  is  only  one  out  of  a  thoufand  others 
that  are  at  hand,  perhaps  fome  of  them  harder,  or  will  be  fo  under 
this  bill.  That  gentleman  has,  for  fome  time,  kept  a  four-wheeled 
little  carriage,  drawn  by  a  fingle  horfe.    He  aflced  me  at  what  time 
It  was  ncceffary  for  him  to  prove  he  difcontinued  the  ufc  of  it,   in 
order  to  be  exempted  from  the  duties  (»f  this  bill  upon  that  (ingle  ar- 
ticle ?   I  told  him  I  underftood  the  day  to  be  the  I  oth  of  Odobcr 
laft.      He  faid  he  had  laid  it  down  before  that  time,  and  wiOied  to 
have  fold  it,  but  could  not  meet  with  a  purchafer.     I  believe  there 
are  many  Members  in  this  Houfe  to  whom  that  is  no  wonder.  The 
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gentleman  then  told  me^  that  one  day,  after  the  i  oth  of  Odober, 
having  occafion  to  go  as  far  as  Fulham,  and  it  being  a  rainy  day, 
he  took  his  little  carriage,  there  being  a  head,  or  cover  to  ir,  and 
went  in  it,   in  preference  to  riding  on  horfeback,  and  to  fave  the 
exgence  of  a  hackney  coach.     Thus  by  this  one  journey  to  Fulbam 
in  a  rainy  day,  he  has  ufed  this  &mous  four-wheeled  carriage,  and 
muft  therefore  pay  for  that  ride  32I.  a  year  for  an  indefinite  period. 
I  fay  an  indefinite  period,  for  there  is  no  time  for  the  operation  of 
this  bill,  it  mull  be  continued  until  a  certain  fum  of  money  be  raifed 
by  it.     Now  I  a(k,  is  this  any  thing  like  juftice  r   I  wifli  to  know, 
whether  there  was  any  thing  adopted  in  France,   that  in  point  of 
principle,  is  worfe  than  this  r  The  extent  of  the  injuftice  is  another 
thing ;   the  principle  is  the  fame  whether  the  injury  be  large  or 
fmall;  by  the  way,  this  injury  is  not  very  contemptible  in  fizc.  The 
next  point  that  prcfents  itfclf  to  my  mind,  thus  curforily  running 
over  the  bill,  (for  I  do  not  profcfs  to  be  minute,  that  would  be  end- 
Icfs);  the  next  point,  I  fay,  is  the  cafe  of  a  pcrfon  who  is  entitled  to 
a  fmall  fortune  upon  the  death  of  his  parent.      It  is  a  cafe  of  a  mod 
abominable  opprefllon  ;   a  hardfhip  never  heard  of  in  this  country 
until  this  bill  made  its  appearance.    Let  us  fuppofc  the  cafe  of  a  fon 
whofe  father  had  lived  in  a  profufe  way  the  year  before  his  death, 
and  whofe  expenditure  was  much  beyond  the  proportion  of  his  in- 
conae.     The  fon  muft  pay  for  it ;  for  the  fcalc  of  aflcflfment  is  not 
to  be  formed  by  what  the  cftate  of  the  fon  can  afford,  but  by  what 
the  extravagance  of  the  father  has  fquandered.     Thus  a  man  is 
made  to  pay,   not  according  to  his  ability,  but  according  to  his  mif- 
fortune ;  not  that  misfortune  which  is  brought  on  by  his  own  fault 
either,  but  that  misfortune  which  is  brought  upon  him  by  the  fault 
of  another.      Docs  this  apply  to  the  rich  heir  r   No,  he  is  protected 
by  the  provifions  of  the  bill ;   but  it  is  thus  the  poor  one  is  expofed 
to  the  moft  inhuman  cruelty.     But  in  anfwcr  to  this  it  is  faid  that 
the  relief  afforded  under  the  declaration  of  property^   is  an  anfwcr  to 
all  thefe  objcflions.     Are  you  aware  of  all  the  difficulties  that  will 
attend  the  declaration  of  income  ?  I  own  that,  fpcaking  in  the  ab- 
ftradl,  I  do  not  fce  why  gentlemen  of  fortune  (hould  have  any 
difficulty  in  declaring  what  their  incomes  are ;  but  I  know  they  have 
that  difficulty  ;   they  do  pofTefs  that  nicety.      I  know  that  many 
gentlemen  in  the  country,  who  in  the  early  part  of  their  lives,  in 
/confequencc  of  fome  dlfTipations   had   improvidcntly  granted  an- 
nuities, which  they  would  profit  highly  by  paying  off,  even  although 
they  mortgaged  their  eftates  for  that  purpofe,  but  who  neverthclcfs 
continue  to  pay  fuch  annuities  rather  than  mortgage  their  eftates,  be- 
«afc  that  has  a  tendency  to  difdofe  their  real  income.     I  am  not 
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defending  thai  priiAice ;  I  am  not  faying  it  is  a  wife  one.  I  rather 
thiidi  it  is  a  weakneft',  or  perhaps  a  fiUineis  ;  but  I  am  dating  it  ai 
a  h&^  to  fliew  the  difinclination  men  have  to  difclofe  their  circum-* 
fiances  ;  and  is  it  not  cruel  to  attack  their  delicacy,  or  if  gentlemen 
like  it'  bettei>  their  prejudices,  in  the  way  propofed  by  this  bill, 
and  theri  to  call  fueh  a  meafure  relief  ?  Again«^let  us  fuppofe  two 
fentKmen^  next  door  nci^bours,  each  of  the  income  of  one  thou^t 
land  a  year,  the  one  of  them  living  in  his  own  houfe,  the  odier 
giving  2ool.  a  year  rent  for  the  one  he  occupies  ;  fuppofe  the  two 
houfes  to  be  equally  afleflbd,  thefe  v$:o  perfons  will  pay  eicadly  tlia 
fame  fiim  by  this  bill,  although,  in  point  of  fadt,  the  income  of  the 
one  is  a  complete  thoufand  a  year  and  the  other  only  eight  hundred^ 
for  this  bill  docs  not  allow  the  rent  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  in-* 
come.  Do  you  call  that  juftice  ?  I  will  put  another  cafe  ;  it  is  my 
own,  and  in  my  favour  by  this  bill,  but  unjuftly  in  my  favour.  I 
rented  a  houfe  in  I..ondon  for  a  while  ;  t  afterwards  bought  it.  I 
borrowed  the  money  to  pay  for  it ;  for  which  money  I  noW  pay  thfc 
yearly  iAteteft  of  lool.  that  lool.  a  year  which  I  pay  as  inter^ft 
for  borrowed  money,  may  be  dedud^ed  out  of  my  income  under  the 
provifion  of  this  bill,  whereas  had  I  continued  to  pay  the  fame 
fum  in  rent,  and  not  purchafcd  the  houfe,  I  (hould  not  have  bietl 
entitled  to  make  the  deduction.  Do  you  fee  any  juftice  in  that  cafe  } 
The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  this  bill  is  filled  with  moil  mondrous 
inequalities,  and  the  moil  grofs  injuAice  in  every  branch  of  it  ( 
and  it  reminds  me  of  what  is  Hated  by  Dodlor  Adam  Smithy 
in  his  celebrated  book  on  the  Wealth  of  Nations.  That  author 
complains  of  the- inequality  with  which  fmall  taxes  iall  on  diflerent 
clafles  of  the  community.  What  would  he  fay  if  he  were  living* 
and  (hould  look  at  the  inequalities  of  this  bill  r  But  the  truth  of  the 
/natter  is,  that  the  authors  of  this  meafure  have  already  (hewh  a 
contempt  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  they  very  confidently 
follow  up  their  plan  with  a  contempt  for  their  property.  But 
It  feems  •*  the  State  requires  great  fupplics  i"  I  grant  it.  But  let 
me  afk  if  the  neceffity  is  fuch  as  to  require  great  injuftice  ?  By  thii 
bill  there  wil)  be  cafes  in  which  one  man  will  pay  triple  the  fum 
Which  another  pays,  and  yet  both  their  incomes  will  be  the  fame. 
In  defending  this  bill  you  are  forced  to  go  to  France  for  argument. 
You  fay,  •*  I  warit  money  ;  money  I  muft  have,  I  care  not 
how.'*-— This  bill  will  fall  w«h  great  weight  upon  the  poor  ;  arwl 
will  fall  unequally  even  upon  them.  It  wiil  fall  with  tremendous 
weight  upon  the  middle  claft^  bdt  it  will  ftffi  uneqally  upon  the 
middle  elafs,  fame  of  which  it  nhtift  inevitably  crutfi.  It  will  fr** 
i^kh  coftfideiable  weight  upon  the  rich  \  fo  that  Aer^  ii  not  c 
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elafs  iathe  whole  focicty  upon  which  this  bill  will  fall  widi  jufiice.  ^ 
}c  has  but  one  fpecics  of  equality^  and  upon  that  perhaps  you  may 
dfifend  it,  the  equality  of  its  injuftice,  for  to  all  it  is  certainly    . 
uojuft. 

Some  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  .have  zSe&ed  a  great  deal  of 
contempt  for  the  opinion  of  (hopkeepersy  as  to  the  cSEb&  which  this 
bill  will  have  upon  gentlemen.     *^What  can  a  fhopkeeper  know 
of  a  gentleman  ?" — Why  yes,  he  can,  and  muft  know  a  good  deal 
of  many  gentlemen,  before  he  can  be  a  fuccefsful  (hopkeeper.      I 
aflc  every  gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  whether  at  a  particular  feafon 
of  the  year  he  does  not  allot  a  certain  part  of  his  income  for  the 
payment  of  his  tradefmen  ?  when  this  bill  comes  to  be  carried  into 
cfBp&,  may  not  many  gentlemen  fay  to  a  tradefman,  and  fay  trulvt 
nay,.,  mull  not  many  fay,    **  I  have  been  compelled  to  give  away 
9iy  money  to  pay  the  new  aiTeiTmenty   you  mufl  wait  until  I  have 
another  opportunity  of  paying  you."    Perhaps  fome  gentlemen  may 
fay  as  a  learned  gentleman  has  decently  faid,  imitating  the  language 
of  Henry  the  VIII.  upon  a  well-known  occafion.— "  You  arc 
brutes,  and  do  not  know  thefe  things."     Tradefmen  are  no  fuch 
brutes  as  not  to  know  that  if  gentlemen  have  no  money  they  can- 
not pay  their  bills.     They  know  it  already  ;  many  gentlemen  have 
given  them  pretty  clear  information  upon  that  fubje£l.      But  we 
fnay  be  told  that  if  a  gentleman  does  not  pay  his  tradefman,  the  bw 
|s  open  ;  that  the  law  is  equal  to  all :— -true,  the  law  is  equal  to  all  ; 
but  that  law  cannot  be  enforced  without  expence,  atid  is  it  equally 
convenient  to  all  to  defray  the  expence,   which  is  a  preliminary  to 
the  enforcement  of  that  law  ?   But  it  (ccms  *^  we  who  oppofe  this 
bill  have  (hiftcd  cur  ground  :  at  one  time  we  complained  that  this 
Bill  would  zfftQy  in  a  direct  manner,  all  perfons  in  trade,   but  fince 
the  modifications  of  the  bill,  that  aigument  is  done  away."     To 
which  I  anfwer,  look  at  the  refolutions  of  the  different  meetings 
5hat  have  been  held  all  over  this  metropolis.     They  all  fiate  that 
fio  modification  can  render  this  bill  free  from  objedion,  by  which 
it)Q^  clearly  (hew  that  they  objeifl  to  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Some  gentlemen  have  had  the  firmneb  to  (ay,  **  that  this  bill  ia 
now  a  popular  bill."  But  the  Noble  Lord  (Lord  Hawkeflniry)  laft 
^ight  very  fairly  excepted  the  metropolis,  by  which  he  meant  cer- 
tainly the  whole  town  and  the  out-parinies.  I  will,  for  a  moment, 
fx  extravagant  enough  to  fuppofe,  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  aigu- 
men^^  that  this  bill  is  not  difliked  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom; 
4he  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis  will  pay  nearly  one  fourth  of  th« 
vvhc^.     Is  it  not  a  dreadful  thing  that  they  who  have  to  a  man 

-fiot^M  ^igainft  it,  nwny  pf  whom  have  folemnly  declared  it  will 
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be  dieir  fuin,  fliould  bc^  commanded  to  comply  with  fuch  a  mca* 
fuxe  }     What  is  the  language  of  a  money  bill  ?     <<  We  give  vo* 
lunfarily:  Who  gives  voluntarily;  all   the  people *of  the  metro* 
polls  ?     No !  do  they  not  ftate  it  will  ruin  them  ?     Will  this  bill 
keep  their  afFe6)ion  towards  Government  ?      Is  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  they  will  want  to  be  addreflfed  by  a  few  words  which  were  de« 
livered  laft  night  by  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Burdett), 
to  make  them  compare  this  to  meafures  which  the  French  hav« 
adopted^     They  are  driven  to  make  thefe  comparifons  by  this 
Houfe  :  and  that  is  what  I  believe  the  honourable  Baronet  meant 
by  what  he  faid.    Every  one  will  not  judge  freely^  but  I  hope  moft 
will.     Is  it  not  a  lamentable  thing  that  this  Houfe  (hould  pafs  a 
bill  againd  which  the  whole  metropolis  protcfls,  and  from  which 
nearly  one  fourth  of  the  whde  impoft  is  to  be  coUed^ed  r     Then 
Qomes  again  the  common-place  anfwer :    '^  you   encourage    the 
enemy  by  yqur  obfervations."     This  is  the  old  and  dale  argument 
eonftantly   made  ufe   of  againft  me  during  the  American  war. 
♦*  You  ate  a  friend  to  a  French  invafion."     Sir,  I  have  fome  ex- 
perience in  thefe  falfe  accufations  of  **  encouraging  the  enemy>" 
and  fo  on.     It  is  the  fa(hion  now  to  fay  to  any  man  who  does  not 
join  in  reverence  to  the  Minifter,  "  you  are  the   friend  of  the 
French."  "  There  are  a  number  of  difaffedted  people  in  this  country 
who  wifli  to  fee  things  thrown  into  confulion."     Whether  the  Di- 
rcAoTj  of  France  believe  this  or  not,  I  neither  know  nor  care.     I 
know  where  they  have  learnt  it.    They  have  learnt  it  from  the  late 
books  of  Mr.  Burke»  and  the  fpeeches  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  thofe  officioua»  charitable  friends  of  his,  who  con- 
found in  one  common  mafs  of  guilty  friendihip  for  the  French,  all 
thofe  wfio  oppofe  the  Minifter.     This  idea  Mr.  Burke  inculcated 
ftrongly  in  his  late  pamphlet.  He  dates,  *^  that  all  reformers  in  thi^ 
eountry  are  men  of  French  principles."  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-* 
ehequer,  and  all  his  afliftants,  aid  and  abet  the  publication  of  that 
ilander  ;  and  if  the  Diredory  are  fooli(h  enough  to  believe  it,  all  I 
can  fay  is,  I  know  to  whom  they  owe  the  favour. 

Does  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  think  that  this  tax  can  be 
levied  ?  When  does  he  think  the  operation  of  it  is  to  ceafe } 
There  is  no  dated  period  for  its  continuance,  it  is  to  be  in  force  un- 
til! it  (hall  have  produced  feven  millions  in  the  iird  indance,  and 
eight  millions  in  the  fecond,  the  whole  fum  to  be  raifed  being  fif- 
teen millions.  Why  then  the  bill,  although  called  a  temporary 
meafure,  is  not  to  be  for  one,  two,  or  three  years,  but  is  to  continue 
untill  it  fliall  have  produced  fifteen  millions.  Upon  my  honour. 
Sir,  it  is  quite  impoSiblc  to  preferve  patience  9  here  again  I  Wk, 
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cattsd  upon  to  pay  too  much  in  proportion/as  my  nc^bour  fhaU 
happen  to  pay  too  Httle.     If  I  pay  my  ftiare  for  two  years,  aiid 
my  neighbour  does  not  pay  fur  one,  1   muft  pay  again,  fo  that  I 
pay   for  three   years   indead  of  two ;  that  will   be  the   genera) 
tEk€i  of  it.     You  who  can  pay,  muil  continue  to  pay.     Aftec 
you  have  paid  for  yourfelf,  you  muft  then  pay  for  your  neighbour, 
if  through  inability  or  difhoncdy  he  has  not  pid  for  himfelf ;  fa 
that  you  may  go  on,  year  after  year,  for  four,  five,  or  fix,  or  moro 
years,  paying  money  for  others  as  well  asypurielf.*— ^<  3ut  this  i» 
the  exigency  of  the  time.'*     Why,  yes.  Sir,  it  is  that  fort  of  exi- 
gency or  vengeance  which  puts  to  flight  all  notions  of  juftice,  of 
equity,  of  honour,  or  of  honefty  ;  and  for  what  ?  For  the  fupporf 
of  this  war.     Wjiat  is  the  nature  of  this  war  ?  What  is  the  objed 
of  it  ?   I  can  conceive  that  Hanpibal  might  have  faid  to  the  Car* 
thaginians-— <^  Grant  me  but  fuch  and  fuch  fupplies,  and  I  will 
put  an  end  to  this  war.     I  will  take  the  city  of  Rome,  and  I  w>W( 
bring  you  peace.'*     But  is  any  thing  of  that  kind  the  cafo  hers  } 
We  are  told  that  this  is  a  war  not  only  defenfive  in  prindple,  buf 
alio  in  operations.    Will  you  expe<^,  therefore,  that  Lord  Hawkcf* 
bury  ftiould  go  to  Paris  as  H^nibal  did  to  Ronte  ?     But  to  be 
ferious — Do  you  expeiSl  that  your  armies,  or  even  your  fleet,  cat) 
bring  your  affairs  to  a  crifis  which  may  terminate  the  oonteft  i  The 
riglit  honourable  Secretary  of  State  fays,  **  that  if  the  French  (hould 
invade  us,  the  ftruggle  woiild  be  a  very  (hort  one."     \  hope  that 
if  that  event  (hould  happen,  the  firuggle  would  be  a  (hort  one  ;  but 
i  hope  aifo  the  enemy  will  not  come.     The  threa;  that  they  wiH 
eomcy  however,  brings  to  my  mind  what  wa$  faid  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Excliequer  four  years  ago..     I  remember  how,  in  m  beautiful 
difplay  of  eU/quence,  he  faid  *'  the  French  were  not  on  the  brink,  but 
in  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy."  They  now  iay  we  are  in  that  fituatioiu  I 
hope  they  are  as  much  miOaken  with  regard  to  our  refources  as  tlie 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  proved  himfelf  to  be  wit^  regard 
to  cheirs.  ^ 

I  f^y,  I  hope  for  peace,  and  I  fay  there  is  no  rational  hope  fof 
peace  without  a  removal  of  Minifters.  They  lay  they  have  done 
all  they  can  to  obtain  peace,  and  they  refer  to  the  opinion  which  this 
Houfe  exprcfied  upon  the  fubjc(^  of  the  lal^  negotiation.  Not  hav- 
ing Httendcd  when  that  negotiation  was  difcuffed,  I  will  grant  that 
in  their  lalt  negoriation  they  were  finccse.  But  now  they  triuonfb 
and  fay,  **  whatever  you  thought  of  the  war  at  firft,  now  you  fiioulil 
join  in  the  profecution  of  it,  for  now  you  have  no  other  remedy/' 
Will  the  people  of  this  country  be  fatisfied  whh  this  declaration  I 
Will  they  not  rather  fay,  M  we  ihoukl  have  ^^iinifteri  who  vm^ 
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no(  only  fineerdy  ddvotis  laftfummer  to  obttin  peaoe,  but  who  were 
akvafs  defirous  to  obtain  it ;  who  are  nvw  dcfitous  to  obtain  it.** 
Will  they  not  fay,  **  we  know  that  this  eonteft  might  have  been 
put  an  end  to  three  years  ago  P     Nothing  ftood  in  the  way  of  th^t 
UeflBng  but  the  perverfe  difpoiition  of  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minil-^ 
tors."     Indeed  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpdce  laft,  what- 
ever rcafon  may  have  changed  his  mind  fince,  was  of  that  opinion 
ibmc  time  ago.     He  thought  we  (hould  propofe  (bmc  terms  of 
peace ;  he  made  a  motion  to  that  efi^d,  in  which  I  had  the  honour 
to  join  with  him.     Did  he  not  think  then  that  Minifters  had  neg* 
leded  their  duty  in  not  attempting  to  negotiate  ?     I  know  not,  nor 
am  I  folicitous  to  know,  what  he  thinks  now.     I  anl  of  opinion, 
and  fo  I  believe  are  the  people  of  this  country  in  general,  that  Mi« 
niftcrs  ncgle6ied  an  opportunity  which  they  fairly  had  to  obtain 
peace.     This  Houfe  thought  there  was  ^  fair  opportunity  for  that 
purpofe  when  the  honourable  gentleman's  motion  was  made.     The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  perceiving  this,  indulged  the  Houfe 
by  allowing  it  to  exprefs  a  wi(h  for  peace,  but,  by  an  artful  trick, 
pvevaikd  upon  the  Houfe  to  adopt  certain  words  in  their  refolutions, 
by  which  it  was  left  to  the  King's  Minif^ers  to  judge  ''  whether 
France  wa^  in  a  iitqation  capable  of  maintaining  the  accuflomed  re* 
lations  of  peace  and  amity  with  other  powers  ?''     Will  any  man 
fay  he  believes  that  France  was  not  at  that  very  moment  capable  of 
maintaining  peace  with  any  p^wer  with  which  it  (hould  conclude  a 
treaty  ?     Does  any  man  doubt  that  the  French  were  then  as  capa- 
ble of  maintaining  peace  as  any  power  in  this  world  ?     Was.  it  not 
then  apparent  to  all  Europe?  I  am  not  bound  to  form  a  comparative 
ofunion  between  the  power  of  France  to  maintain  peace  at  that  time 
and  at  this ;  but  if  I  was  bound,  I  (hould  fay  that  they  were  more 
foat  that  period  than  they  are  at  this  moment,  or  were  laft  fummer^ 
when  our  Minifters  attempted  to  negotiate  with  them :  therefore 
upon  their  own  principle,  Minifiers  have  negledcd  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  peace.     Why  then  am  I  compelled  to  lay  down  my  car- 
nage }     Why  am  I  compelled  to  difcharge  my  fcrvants  ?     Why 
am  I  compelled  to  turn  away  my  labourers  i     Why  am  I  to  de- 
prive my  wife  and  femily  of  their  comforts  ?     Why  are  the  manu* 
£i£lurer$  and  artifans  of  this  country  (iarving  ?     Why  are  the  mid- 
dle cla(«  of  ibciety  to  be  reduced  to  poverty  ;     Bccaufe  the  French 
attacked  us  in  1792,  and  fent  away  Lord  Malmeibury  in  1797  7 
No !  but  becaufe  the  King's  Minifters  did  not  chufe  to  fay  in  1 795 
that  the  F^rtnch  were  capable  of  maintaining  peace  and  amity  with 
Other  powers.    So  that  all  your  happineb  dr  comfort,  and  for  ought 
I  koowf  yo^  euftence,  i<  ms^^e  fo  depend  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
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King's  Mimftersy  and  that  too  when  fuch  opinion  was  contrary  to  that 
of  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  For  this  are  we  to  be  affeflfed  and  muld, 
and  robbed  and  plundered,  more  than  any  nation,  not  in  a  ftate  of 
Revolution,  ever  was  upon  earth. 

We  are  all  agreed  that  great  exertions  are  neceilary,  but  difier 
about  tht  means.     My  opinion  is  mod  dear  that  great  exertions 
muft  now  be  made  ;  my  opinion  is  as  clear  that  fuch  exertions  can- 
not be  made  while  thofe  Miniders,  who  have  fo  abufed  their  power, 
continue  to  poflefs  it ;  and  on  acoount  of  whofe   negligence  aiifes 
the  very  queftion  which  is  now  before  you.  But  it  feems  we  (hould 
now  be  unanimous  ;  and  gentlemen  on  the  fide  fay,  that  *\  my 
fpeeches  are  not  calculated  to  produce  unanimity.*'     The  beft  re- 
turn to  that  is,  "  are  yours  fo  ?"     "  You  wifli  us  to  come  to  you. 
\Vc  fey  you  fhould  come  over  to  us  r  **  «*  What !  the  majority  come 
4>ver  to  the  minority  ?*'  ♦•  Yes,  the  majority  come  over  to  the  mi- 
nority."    There  are  many  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  who  have  fat 
upon  juries.     I  aflc  them,  whether,  when  a  jury  is  divided  in  opi- 
nion, and  the  cafe  cannot  be  fettled  without  a  compromife,  whether 
thofe  who  are  of  the  fevere  opinion  do  not  conftantly  give  way  to 
thofe  of  the.milder  difpofition  r      When  the  quefiton  thercfi^re  is, 
whether  you  (hall  agree  to  a  meafure  that  is  diredUy  hoftile  to  the 
Conftitution,  that  calls  upon  the  people  to  pay  what  they  have  dif- 
tindtly  told  you  they  cannot  pay,  I  fay,  that  the  majority  (hould 
come  over  to  the  minority.     You  cannot  expe£^  the  confidence  of 
the  people  upon  your  prcfent  fydem  ;  it  has  already  led  to  too  many 
misfortunes.     I  fay  the  mafs  of  the  people  of  England  are  againft 
you  ;  but  were  it  poffible  to  obtain  ic,  would  you  be  contented  with 
the  unanimity  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain  F    I  fay  you  (hould 
have  the  unanimity  and  afFcdlion  of  the  whole  of  the  Bfitiih  em* 
pire.     Look  at  Ireland-    After  the  fatal  confequences  that  have  en- 
fued  upon  your .  breaking  the  promifes  which  you  authorized  Lord 
Fitzwilliam  to  make,  do  you  conceive  that  you  will  have  unanimity 
there  without  Parliamentary  Reform  and  the  eitiancipation  of  the 
Catholics  f    After  the  inhuman  dragoonii^  and  horrible  executions, 
the  recital  of  which  makes  the  blood  run  cold  ;  after  fo  much  mi- 
litar)'  cruelty,  not  in  one,  but  almoin  every  part  of  the  country;  is  it 
pofTible  for  this  Adminii^ration  to  procure  unanimity  in  that  coun- 
try ?     I  will  do  them  the  juftice  to  fay,  they  do  not  them(elves  cx- 
pedl  it ;  they  trud  there  to  the  force  of  a  military  government.      In 
this  war  it  is  faid,  and  truly,  we  have  more  acknowledged  fuperiority 
than  ever  we  had*  even  at  fea  :  and  yet  fuch  is  the  general  difalfec- 
tion  in  Ireland,  and  fuch  is  the  caufe  for  general  difaffefiion  in  Eng- 
land, that  the  force  for  the  internal  defence  of  both^  is  four  times 
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as  great  as  when  you  had  all  France,  Spain  and  Holland  againft 
you  ;  and  when  they  were  powers  independent  of  each  other^  noc^ 
as  now  they  are,  under  the  nod  of  the  French  Republic.  Now 
you  are  forced  to  have  large  armies,  not  only  againfi  foreign  nations, 
but  alfo  againft  your  domeitic  enemies,  as  you  call  them,  both  in 
England  and  in  Ireland,  but  mod  particularly  in  Ireland.  In  this 
country  we  are  told  there  are  many  difaffe£ted  pcrfons,  and  fo  on ; 
and  It  was  brought  as  a  charge  againft  me,  that  I  faid  I  thought 
there  was  no  plot  againft  the  Government  of  this  country  proved  to 
cxift.  I  thought  in  the  year  1792  that  the  number  of  perfons  who 
were  difafFef^ed  to  the  form  of  our  Government  was  not  large.  I 
thought,  with  Mr.  Juftice  Eyre,  "  that  they  were  almoft  without 
numbers,  without  money,  and  even  without  zeal ;"  but  I  do  not 
think  now,  however,  that  becaufe  there  is  (ileiKe,  therefore  there  Is 
iafety  ;  **  but  you  predicted  that  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  zeal  would  pro- 
duce mifchicf ;  nothing,  for  a  long  time  after  that,  happened  in  Ire- 
land, and  therefore  your  prediction  was  wrong  ;  Lord  Fitzwilliam*9 
recall  produced  nothing."  Were  not  the  feeds  of  difafTeflion  and 
revolt  fown  by  that  recall  ?  Have  you  not  encouraged  them  to 
ihoot  up  ?  Have  you  not  nurtured  them  in  their  growth  ?  Do 
you  not  now  fee  the  produce?  Do  you  not  expefl  foon  to  be  called 
upon  to  reap  the  harveft  ?     My  opinion  is,  that  thofe  who  were  for 

'  a  Republic  in  preference  to  a  Monarchy,  or  who  wi(hed  to  reduc* 
the  Monarchy  to  a  cypher,  were  few  at  firft.  I  believe  they  are  not 
jet  formidable  in  numbers  :  but  that  they  are  increafed  in  fuch  a 
proportion,  that  if  they  were  at  firft  fo  numerous  as  they  were  faid  to 
be,  they  would  now  be  a  dreadful  body,  is  what  I  cannot  hefttate  to 
lay.  Are  you  now  proceeding  in  a  way  to  reduce  their  number ) 
Do  you  expcSt  to  make  men  love  the  Monarchy  of  this  country  b^ 
confuiion,  confifcation  and  military  cruelty  ?  When  men  reafon,  or 
think  they  reafon,  upon  any  fubje<5t,  you  muft  treat  even  their  pre- 
judices with  tendcrnefs.  You  are  now  a  divided  and  difcontented 
people.     What  is  your  remedy  ?     A  change  of  fyftcm.     A  Minif- 

^  tiy  that  (hall  give  confidence  to  the  French,  rH)t  that  cdhfidence^ 
which  they  Vf  lib  ^  but  the  confidence  which  we  wi(h,  a  confidence  that 
we  have  a  Miniftry  capable  of  commanding  the  unaniniOus  aSec* 
tions  of  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  people  of  Ireland.  Thit 
can  be  obtained  only  by  an  entire  change  of  fyftem,  by  a  correfUoir 
Df  abufes,  by  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  above  all,  l^'  allowing^ 
riie  people  their  juft  balance  in  your  political  fcale — that  is  the  way 
lo  unite  their  affections,  and  to  make  the  whole  mafs  of  them  as  if 
were  one  man,  fixed  and  determined  on  his  obje(^,  and  that  objeA 
M^   ix>untry*s  glory.     That  is  the  way  to  difplay  the  real  bcau» 
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^e$  of  our  Conftitution  ;  the  true  old  Btitifh  Conftihition.  ShenT 
the  people  that  their  Conftitution  is  not  paper  and  packthread  | 
but  that  it  16  capable  of  procuring  for  them  real,  folid  blcifings  ;'  not 
a  Ccnftitution  that  permits  confifcation,  profcription,  plunder  and 
fliilitary  execution  ;  not  a  Conftitutien  under  which  thofe  onljr  cari 
go  on  %ith  the  war  who  are  hated  and  condemned  by  the  poopk  ; 
ttoc  a  Coilftitution  under  which  rhe  multitude  arc  preflS»l  aimoft  to 
deaths  while  others  fmile  and  bear  no  part  of  the  burden — I  Cse 
here  the  impropriety  of  not  having  an  example  from  the  higheft  au- 
^rity  to  encourage  us  to  bear  our  burdens.  A  learned  gentleman 
^Uuded  to  the  cafe  of  the  people  of  Rome  when  they  were  oppreiled« 
They  faid  to  their  rulersi  ''  yoti  may  beat  us  with  ilripes,  but  yod 
•annot  take  from  us  that  which  we  have  not"-— what  did  the  peo(Jle 
of  high  rank  in  Rome  do  ?  They  made  the  greateA  facrifices  they 
could  to  ihew  the  people  they  were  willihg  to  bear  thctr  (hare  of  the 
burdens ;  they  did  not  leave  themfelvcs  any  gold  or  (ilver,  except  for 
the  fake  of  diflindion,  viz.  a  gold  fringe  for  the  Patrician  youths 
and  earrings  and  necklaces  for  the  Roman  matrons.  I  aik  for  no 
fttch  facrifkeS)  I  only  alk  that  thofe  who  have  the  higheft  prercga- 
tiveS)  privileges  and  immunities,  (hould  not  be  whc^ly  exemfited 
from  thefe  burdens,  and  ftand  aloof  ffom  the  fcene  of  adion.  I 
only  aik  that  fome  facrifices  (hould  be  made ;  to  what  extent  I 
fliould  leave  to  the  good,  fenfe  and  honourable  feeling  of  others. 

But  it  is  faid  that  this  bill  will  give  no  additional  influence  to  the 
Crown,  i  do  not  mean  to  infmuatc  that  Mioiilers  intend  it  (hoaM  } 
on  th^  contrary,  I  acquit  them  of  any  fucb  intention ;  but  that  it  iriil 
have  that  effcA  is  mod  clear,  and  it  is  unavoidable.  ^It  will  add 
tfK>re  to  the  influence  of  the  Crown  than  any  other  meafure  that  hatf 
been  adopted  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  war.  I  think  I  kno# 
what  I  am  laying  upon  this  fubjei^,  having  had  a  great  deal  of  cxpc-^ 
xienca  upon  it  in  the  courfe  of  fo  anany  repeated  canvafles  for  tbtf 
fliflTrages  of  the  ele6iors  of  the  city  and  liberty  of  WoftminAer.  If 
the  cafe  (hould  be,  as  I  a,m  afraid  it  will,  tliat  when  H)e  contributbn 
b  due»  hardly  any  man  can  pay  it,  what  are  you  to  do  ?  Would 
]fOu  caft  every  defaulter  into  prifon,  or  dtftrain  upon  his  goods } 
Jffo,  there  will  be  fomc  indulgence.  That  niuft  be,  in  the  nature 
of  th6  thing,  difcretionary,  and  thus  every  man  muft  be,  more  or 
IfifSf  ander  the  power  of  tlie  tax  colledor ;  that  coUedor  muft, 
Ivom  the  nature  of  his  oflice,  be  connsdled  with  Governments 
Thofa  who  canvafs  at  eleAions  will  find  a  vaft  number  of  men 
1lt)o  have  very  decided  opinions  againft  Adminiftration,  hoc  who 
are  afraid  of  doing  any  thing  that  may  difoblige  thofe  who  have  iii^ 
%«K  iprilh  ib«  EadtcM  YC  Power.     I  do  not  fay  that  tli»  is^  the  <fc-> 
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fins  of  M iriiftcrs.     I  do  not  think  it  is ;  but  I  do  bj  t&at  this  :iritt 
be  the  inevitable  confequence  of  it^  far  a  prodigious  nunbcr  of 
men  will  be  aware  that  they  mud  either  vote  for  ja  Coutt  candidate, 
againft  their  confdence,  or  be  ruined.     What,  lh(en;  is  the  refolt  oC 
all  this  i    Why»  that  the  Crown  will  have,  by  this  bill^  an  immeofe 
power,  in  addition  to  that  enormous  in6uence  which  it  already  hat 
in  this  Houfe^  and  which  has  been  the  fouroe  of  all  your  evils ;  and 
which  has  made  you  a  nnopkeiy  of  the  pubUe  voice— ^I  fay,  put  sin 
end  to  aU  thefe  unfeemly  appearances*     Recur  (o  ybur  good  old* 
Ex^li(b  Conftitution.  .  Make  the  Crown  what  it  ought  to  b^ ; 
what  the  Copfiitu;tioq  intended  it  to  be,  the  guaixiian  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  fubjefls ;  not  the  obje£l  of  their  jealobfy  and 
alarm,  fuch  as  I  have  no  helitation  in  pronoundng  it  now  to  be. 
I  a(k  you  to  examine  with  attention  the  hiftory  of  this  countiy,  and 
to  reflect  upon  it ;  you  will  fee  that  all  its  calamities  have,  been 
/chiefly  owing  ,to  that  fyftem  which  tends  to  inericafe  the  influence  of 
the  Crown,  and  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the  people ;  a  fyf- 
tern  that  mud  end  either  in  flavery  or  revolt.      But  when  we  ex- 
amine the  courfe  of  this  war,  and  the  train  of  evils  which  it  has 
already  brought  upon  us ;  when  we  fee  the  contemptible  ignorance 
of  the  greater  part,  the  indifllerence  of  others,,  of  thofe  who  generally 
comjpofe  what  is  called  the  Court  party,  concerning  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  People,  and  of  the  means  jto  procure  them  happinefs, 
when  we  fee  what  defcription  of  peribns  they  are*  naturally,  from 
their  ignorapce  and  folIy»  led  to  protcA  and  encoufage ;  when  WB  fee 
thai  it  is  a  part  of  their  fydem  to  excufe  from  all  burden  thofe  who 
ought  to  be  the  moft  ready  to  bear  it ;  we  are  naturally  led,  I  think, 
to  call  for  a  radical  and  fundafli.ental  change  of  fyAem,  as  well  as 
of  the  Minifters  who  have  aded  under  it,  and  who  have  brought 
yoo  to  your  prefent  mod  calamitous  condition-      t  wi(h  this  countj^y 
to  manifcfi  its  ftrength  to'  ihe  world  at  laige,  and  moft  emphatically 
to  the  enemy.     I  know  that  cannot  be  done  without  laige  fup- 
plies  ;  but  all  our  fupplies  muft  be  voluntary  ;   in  that  has  confifted 
the  veiy  eflence  of  our  country's  glory,  in  that  has  confifted  the  dif- 
ference between  us  and  other  nations,  and  has  fo  often  exalted  us ' 
above  them  all,  in  faith,  in  crMit,  in  honour,  in  every  thing  that 
conftimres  the  greatneis  of  a  people.     It  is  in  that,  too,  has  con- 
lifted  the  difference  between  the  meafures  adopted  in  this  and  other 
wars,  and  whkh  reveals  the  myftery  of  your  prefent  dtftrefs.  What  is 
the  remedy?    A  radical   refbrm,   a  total  change  of  fyftem ;   Mit 
above  an,  a  Parliament  that  (hall    be  ^known,  felt,  and  acknow-  ^ 
Icdgcd,  to  fpeak  the  voice  of  ^he  People.     I,  remember  how  beau- 
tifully  this  point  was  illuftrated  by  Mr.  Burke  in  his  celebrated      m 
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fpeecb  for  condliatton  wid}  the  colonies,  the  fubflance  of  which 
wasy  (fpeaking  of  the  cafet  hf  Wales  and  Chcfter),  That  die 
iooarch  of  the  human  mmd  was  flow ;  that  it  was  not»  until  after 
two  hundred  years,  difcovered)  that  foy  an  eternal  law,'  Providence 
bad  decreed  vexadon  to  violcnccy  and  poverty  to  rapine  :  that  our 
anceflors  did,  however,  at  length  open  thdr  eyes  to  the  ill  hufbandry 
ct  injuftice*  They  found  that  the  tjnrannyof  a  free  people' could  of 
all.  tyrannies  the  leaft  be  endured,  and  that  laws  ihade  againft  a 
whole  nation  were  not  the  vtioA  efl[c6tual  methods  for  fecuHr^  its 
obedience.  Accordingly,  in  the  twenty. fcventh  year  of  ^cnry  the 
Eighth,  the  courfe  was  entirely  altered  ;  with  a  preamble^  ftating 
the  entire  and  perfeft  rights  of  the  Crown  of  England,  it  gave  to 
die  Wdfh  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englifli  fubjeds.  ^  A  po- 
litical order  was  efiabliflied  ;  the  military  power  gave  way  to  the 
civil ;  the  marches  were  turned  into  counties.  But  that  a  nation 
ihould  have  a  rig^t  to  En^ifli  liberties,  and  yet  no  (hare  at  all  in 
the  fundamental  fecurity  of  thefe  liberties,  the  grant  of  their  owri 
property,  feemed  a  thing  fo  incongruous,  that  eight  years  after,  that 
is,  in  the  thirty->fifth  of  that  reign,  -ft  complete,  and  not  ill-propor* 
tioned,  reprefentation  by  counties  and  boroughs  was  bcftowed  upon 
Wales  by  a6t  of  Parliament.  •  From  that  moment,  as  by  a  charm,' 
tbe  tumults  fubfided,  obedience  was  reitored ;  peace,  order,  and 
civilization,  followed  in  the  train  of  liberty.  When  the  day-fiar  of 
the  EnglUh  Conftitution  had  arlfen  in  their  hearts,  all  was  har- 
mony within  and  without.  ,         ;      .        ^  .   . 

Simul  alba  nautis 
Stella  rcfulfit 
Defluit  (axis  agiutas  hucn^i 
Concidunt  venti,  fugiuntqOte  nobcs  ; 
.  Et  minax  (quod  iic  voluere}  ponto 
'Uadarecuinbit. 

This  is  faying,  that  it  is  a  divine  principle  which  God  and  Na- 
ture have  planted  in  the  human  charader  ;  fo  that  it  is  there,  and 
there  only,  can  be  true  fecurity  for  focial  bleffings,  where  there  is  a 
true  Ilcprefcntation  of  the  People.  By  this  he  has  faid  more  in  fz^ 
vour  of  a  Reprefentative  Government,  (I  c|o  not  mean  a  Repreteo- 
tative  Government  in  the  fenfe  which  fome  invidious  perfons  lyv 
ready  to  impute  to  qie,  but  a  true  Reprefentation  of  the  People  in 
this  Houfe,)  thafj  is  contained  in  (ome  whole  volumes  that  have 
been  written  u|x>n  the  fubjcdl.  You  know  what  has  pafled  in  Ire- 
land.upon  ihe  fubjcd^  uf  a  corrupt  I^^rliament.  It  is  good  for  us  to 
ha  c  Wia^nifying  glaffc  through  which  fuch  an  objeA  may  be  viewed, 
becaufj;  ic.cnable^  us  to  £pe  its  deformity  ^  more  difiindly.     Mr. 
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rattan  ftated  plainly,  **  that  Peerages  were  fold  in  Ireland  to 
thofe  who  fent  Members  into  the  Ifoufe  of  Commons  to  vote  for 
Government."  Was  tltat  denied  ?  Not  a  word  of  it ;  fometfaing  of 
that  kind,  was  ftated  by  my  honourable  friend  (Mr.  Tiemey}»  noC 
very  ambiguotifly  either^  applying  to  the  fpecific  cafe  of  a  certain 
Peer  latcjy  created.  Was  that  denied  this  night  i  No  notice  taken 
of  it.  Will  jou  then  pcrfifl  in  pafling  a  bill  which  the  whole  me- 
tropolis, called  upon  to  pay  one-fourth  of  it,  unanimouily  difappcwe? 
res,  t  believe  you  will,  in  utter  defiance  of  the  public  voice.  Am 
then  unreaibnabie  in  my  declaration,  that  I  will  not  attend  this 
Houfe,  when  I  am  fo  confident  I  aannot  do  good  i  The  beft 
thing  I  can  do  is  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  Houfc 
of  Commons  ;  let  them  fee  what  pafifcs  here,  who  they  are  who 
fit  and  ad  here  ;  then  let  them  decide  whether  they  are  reprefented 
here  or  not.  I  do  not  wi(h  to  have  any  (hare  in  direfUpg  their 
aiiger^  much  Ids  to  inflame  their  paflions,  although  it  is  faid  that 
much  artifice  is  employed  for  that  purpofe.  There  was  a  cfivifion 
here  fome  time  ago,  arid  there  were  two  hundred  and  odd  againft 
fifteen.  I  do  not  mean  to  detrad  from  the  abilities  of  that  muio- 
iity,  efpecially  thofe  of  my  honourable  friends  who  fpoke  to-night, 
but  they  will  forgive  me,  if  I  fayi  that  the  public  abhorrence  of 
this  bill  is  not  the  cScSt  of  their  eloquence.  It  is  owing  to  the  in- 
trin(ic  iniquity  of  the  bill  itfelf,  which  is  moft  evident  from  the  hSt 
that  almofi  all  the  refolutions  of  all  the  parifhes  were  entered  into 
before  any  thing,  or  before  much,  had  been  laid  in  Parliament 
againft  it.  I  know  we  are  in  a  fituation  to  which  the  wifdom  of 
our  Miniftcrs  is  not  adequate.  I  will  go  farther,  and  fay,  that  the 
wifdom  of  no  man.  or  >xiy  of  men,  is  equal  to  it ;  nor  ever  will 
be  fo  upon  your  prefent  plan  of  politics.  We  muft  have  the  advice 
of  the  people  coUedcd  and  exprefled  fxtely  and  liberally.  Our 
bafis  muft  be  made  much  broader  than  it  is  at  prefent.  We  muft 
give  to  the  people  their  due  ihare  in  the  Government,  we  muft 
let  them  know  and  feel  that  they  are  fighting  for  their  own  rights 
and  for  their  own  fovcrcign^,  againft  foreign  nations,  and  fighting 
for  that  liberty  which  no  foreign  nation  can  give.  You  can  do 
nothing  by  faying  in  this  Houfe,  ^*  this  or  that  is  the  opinion  of  the] 
people,"  but  you  (houl^  have  that  opinion  from  themfelves  freely  | 
exprefled,  by  a  truey /ui/iantialt  as  weli  as  a  t^iWim/ rcyicfentation  o£|l 
the  people.  Not  by  univerfal  faffrage,  in  my  opinion,  but  upon  ai 
icak  ihort  of  that,  but,  with  that  limitation,  as  bige  as  idi 
is^otberwife  poflible. .  Thefe  are  the  only  means  to  fhew  the  real 
firength  of  this  country.  By  thefe  means  you  will  neither  have  noijj 
^anc  fo  many  mercenary  troops  as  you  have  at  prefent,  but  yov 
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will  poflefii  a  much  more  important  force  to  aflTeit  and  proteA  your 
freedom/ 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT,  in  a  fpccch  of  confiderable  length,  re- 
plied to  the  arguments  that  had  been  made  in  the  coorfe  of  the  debate. 
He  faid'he  fliould  not  trouble  the  Houfe  long  with  the  obfervations^ 
he  had  to  ofier.  He  (hould  have  thought  it  unneceiTary  to  argue 
the  fubj^ft  again,  if  he  had  not  found  that  the  principle  on  which 
the  expediency  of  the  meafure  was  maintained,  was  admitted  in 
wordSy  but  denied  iti  fubthnce.  The  firft  point  of  inquiry  was,  whe- 
tfier  this  was  an  occafion  in  which  the  country  was  bound  to  make 
t  gfeac  and  unufual  exertion  to  defeat  the  attempts  and  render  abor- 
tive die  menaces  of  the  enemy*  This  feemcd  to  be  admitted  by 
feme  gelntlemen  who  thought  proper  to  oppofe  the  bill,  and  was  not 
denied  by  any.  Notwithftanding  which  admiflTion,  it  D^'as  now 
maintain^  for  the  firft  time,  though  the  fubjed  had  been  fix  weeks 
ander  difcufflon,  that  the  bill  (hould  be  furpcnded  till  the  Houfe  had 
bifured  the  difmtflion  of  His  Majefty's  Minifters,  and  a  radical  Re- 
firm  to  aA  unexplained  and  indefinite  extent.  The  charges  againft 
the  prefent  Adminifiration,  he  faid,  related  to  fubje6ls  already  dif- 
cuffed  and  decided  by  the  Houfe,  or  to  matters  that  exifted  long  ago, 
and  nb  Ways  conneAed  with  the  prefent  quefiion ;  and  he  could 
not  but  think  the  meafure,  as  a  neceflary  means  of  defence,  would 
be  as*  indifpenfable,  (hould  any  change  of  that  nature  take  place,  as 
if  it  did  hot.  All  the  arguments  therefore  direfted  to  that  objed 
he  diought  greatly  mifapplied.  Although  the  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  taken  credit  to  himfelf  for  great  humility  in  difclaiming 
any  part  in  fuch  projected  change,  he  thought  his  refolution  would, 

I  in  fuch  cafe,  he  overborne  by  the  importunity  of  his  friends ;  who 
would,  doubtlefs,  make  it  the  boaft  and  glory  of  their  lives,  that  they 
had  been  the  means  of  vanquifhing  his  fcruples,  and  reftoring  him 
I  to  a  Ration  to  which,  in  their  opinion,  his  talents  entitled  him.    He^ 
however,  fo  much  dififered  from  them  on  this  point,  that  if  he  had 
110  olher  motive  to  continue  in  ofiice,  he  (hould  think  it   an  indif- 
n(able  duty  fo  to  do  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  if  he  thereby 
the  means  of  keeping  that  right  honourable  gentleman  out  of 
wer,  who  declared  he  only  would  come  into  it  on  the  conditions 
f  a  radTcal  Reform  6f  Parliament,  and  a  total  change  of  meafures, 
ithout  fpecifying  to  what  extent  that  Reform  and  that  change  were 
tended  to  be  carried.     He  then  examined  the  partictilars  of  the 
itions  referred  to  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  (howed  diat  they  were  at 
4  )p&  veiy  fimilar  in  appearatice  to  all  thofe  objeAs  fought  for  by  die 
!  trowed  enemies  of  the  Confiitution.     As  to  the  protxability,  of  a 
^^^  Adminiftiation  obtsuning  peace,  he  ikw  not  how  thofe  wlx)  haA 
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been  continually  maintaining  the,  jufttce  of  the  enemy *s  cotfrije^  and 
the  deficiency  ofour  refoarcesy  were  likely  to  procure  m«derat^ 
terms  in  treaty,  or  to  infpire  die  enemy  with  much  dread  as  to  the 
continuance  of  the  war.  He  maintained  that  individual  Members 
of  Parliament,  a^  well  a»  MiniAers,  had  a  publicdu^,  and  were 
liable  to  a  certain  degree  of  refponfibility.  He  meant  not  to  inquire 
into  the  motives  by  which  the  conduct  of  certain  gentlemen  alluded 
to  formerly  might  be  influenced.  If  this  point  was  fubjedi  to  any  « 
general  rule,  it  was  that  a  Member  of- Parliament  could  hardly  be 
guilty  of  a  greater  breachof  truft  than  by  deferting  his  poft  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  particularly  fo,  if,  in  fo  doing,  he  ^neant  to  caft 
an  odium,  and  bring  into  contempt,  the  body  pC  which  he  ws|s-CQado 
a  Member,  for  very  different  purpofes. 

Mr.  FOX,  Mr.  SHERIDAN,  and  Dr.  LAURENCE,  faid  each 
a  few  words  in  explanation;  after  which  the  quedion  was  put  on  Mr* 
Sheridan's  motion.  . 

Ayes,  75-— Noes,  ao2 — Majority,  127. 
On  the  queftion,  that  the  bill  be  now  read  a  third  time. 

Ayes,  196— -Noes,  71 — Majority,  125. 
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Friday^  ytmuarj  5. 

Mr.  TIERNEY  rpfe,  agreeable  to  his  notice,  to  move  for  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Chancellor  PITT  afked,  whether  it  was  the  honourable 
gcotleman's  intention  to  bring  forward  the  morion^  of  which  he 
had  given  ah  intimation  on  a  former  night  ?  If  fo,  he  hoped  the 
Houfe  would  coniider  that  this  day  was  appropriated  to  the  farther 
confideration  of  the  bill  which  was  difcuifed  and  read  a  third  time 
yefterday.  And  as  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman  could 
in  no  fort  be  made  a  part  of  the  bill,  the  Houfe  would  agree  with 
him  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  (hould  at  leaft  be 
po(tponed  ;  he  therefore  oppofed  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 
Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  thought  he  had  been  already  fuiBci- 
1  cntly  explicit.    He  woddnow  ftite,  beyond  the  poflibility  of  being 

t  jnifundcrftood,  that  the  objeS'df  his  motion  was  to  .repeal  all  laws 

{  which  exempted  the  Royal  Family  from  paying  taxes,  and  for  this 

purpofe  the  prefent  moment  was  of  all  others  the  moft  proper.  For 
it  was  expedient  that  when  this  bill  went  forth  into  the  world,  it 
(hould  carry  along  with  it  tke  profped  of  an  univerfal, participation 
in  the  difficulties  and  burdens  it  would  occaflon,  and  for  this  reafon 
he  would  perfift  in  it.  He  fiiid  it  would  produce  no  delay,  *fot  its 
tendency  was  obvious,  and  it  fpoke  home  to  mch*s  hearts.  As 
this  was  a  time  of  mifconftrudion  and  mifreprefentation,  he  thought 
that  few  obfervations  (hould  be  made,  and  that  n^lilent  vote  Would 
4)c  moll  prudent  and  decorous  \  and  he  hoped  the  right  honourable 
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geiideman  would  be  of  die  fame  opinion^  and  leave  the  tmtter  ta 
the  unbiased  judgement  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  faldi  the  honourable  gentlemiaaVdif* 
clofure  made  refinance  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  more.ne^ 
ctffarji  When  the  claufes  aDuded  to  were  introduced  into  tax  bills, 
it  was  not  for  the  value  of  the  fum,  but  as  a  mark  of  refped  to  the 
Sovereign^^  and.in  that  point  of  view  it  ought  not  to  be  difcontinued;^ 
for  any  other  reafons  they  had  no  documents  before  them ;  if  there 
were  any,  they  might  be  taken  into  confideration  on  a  future  day  ; 
and  if  the  motion  were  acceded  to,  it  could  not  be  incorporated  in 
the  prefent  bilL  .  « 

Mr.  TIERNEY  faid,  he  did  not  mean  it  fhould  be  incorporated 
in  the  prefent  bill ;  he  meant  it  merely  to  fpeak  to  the  World  that 
the  ^xyyzl  Family  partook  in  the  burdens  of  the  People ;  and  whether 
that  voice  was  conveyed  in  one  form  or  another  was  of  little  impor^i^ 
tance ;  at  a  time  a  new  mode  of  taxation  was  adopted,  he  muft  ex- 
prefs  his  furprize  that  his  motion  (hould  be  obje^cd  to  as  a  devia- 
tion from  form. 

.  Mr.  WILBERFORCE  objeded  to  the  meafure  as  infidiods ; 
to  his  knowledge  in  remote  parts  of  the  country  inflammatory  papers, 
were  circulated,  and  he  faw  fomething  congenial  to  them  in  the  cb-' 
je£t  of  the  prefent  motion ;  he  pronounced  an  culogium  on  the  Mo- 
narchy, and  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  preferving  its  fplendour  and 
dtgnity. 

Mr.  SMITH  fupported  the  motion  ;  he  faid  it  would  render  the 
bill  more  palatable,  and  would  have  that  effcA ;  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Wilberforce  that  the  Monarchy  ought  to  be  fupported  in 
dignity;  but  in  times  like  the  prefent^  a  facrifice  of  fplendour  might 
tend  to  its  ftabilitv. 

Mr.  POLE  CAREW  thought  this  a  ftrange  motion  for  a  roan 
to  bring  forward,  who  had  fo  lately  fupported  the  necellity  of  fplen- 
dour in  the  fitting  judges.  The  fubjedt  had  in  h&  been  already 
decided,  for  in  1791  there  was  an  inquiry  into  the  Aate  of  die 
Civil  Lift,  and  an  addition  made  to  it.  .       , 

Mr.  MARTIN  fpokc  a  few  words.  , 

Mr.  NICHOLLS  faid,  that  as  all  {axes  before  were  on  cpn* 
fumption,  the  Royal  Family  contributed  by  their  confumption  r, 
but  this  was  a  quite  new  kind  of  taxation ;  he  was  for  maintaininj^ 
the  fplendour  of  the  Crown,  but  was  for  the  motion. 

The  Houfe  divided ;  for  Mr.Tierncy's  motion,  9:  againftit|,  67. 
Majority,  46, 

Amoi]|g.feveral  claufes  that  were  added  as  riders  to  the  bill,  .« 

It,  was  ageeed  tliat  perfons  alTelTcd  to  the  new  rates  (houldbe 

Vot.  IV.  '  4N 
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pemtdnl  finbm  the  ^th  to  the  a5th  of  AjfAT  nexf,  to  appeal  againft 

the  amount  of  the  old  aflfeflment. 

'    An  indemnity  Was  introduded  jn  &vour  of  royal  and  other  hofpi- 

taby  &c 

.    To  prevent  evafionain  the  exemptions,  it  is  not  to  extend  to 

foth  houfes  as  had  not  been  ufed  in  lodgings  and  fumifhed  houfcSi 

9t  offered  to  be  let  for  thofe  parpofes  for  twelve  months  before  this 

•a. 

Pcribns  not  living  in  cities,  or  the  fuburbs  thereof,  or  market 
loivi^  and  not  aflefled  to  more  than  25I.  to  coaches,  horfes,  and 
fervants,  to  pay  for  no  more  than  forty  windows,  whatever  number 
they  .may  confift  of;  tax  carts,  employed  only  for  the  purpofes  of 
trade;  exempted. 

The  abatement  in  favimr  of  perfons  having  more  than  fire  chil- 
dieh  is  extended  to  all  the  dafles. 

Mr*  LLOYD  gave  notice,  that  after  the  holidays  be  flioiild 
move  for  a  redudion  in  the  fees  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  other  lin^cures. 

,  Several  amendments  were  then  made  in  the  body  of  the  bill, 
after  which  the  bill  was  pafled,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  Thurf- 
daynext. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuejdaj^  January  5. 

'    Since  we  laft  noticed  the  meeting  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  (De- 
cember I ,)  no  debate  occurred  till  this  day  ;  when 

Lord  GRENVILLE  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  die  fecond 
reading  of  the  alTefled  tax  bill,  and  for  fummoning  the  Houfe  there- 
upon ;  which  being  read,  his  Lordlhip  rofe  and  ftated,  that  he  (hould 
preface  a  motion  for  committing  the  bill  with  a  very  few  words, 
conceiving  that  in  the  firft  inftance  it  was  unneceflary  to  take  up 
their  Lordfhips''  time.  In  this  view,  he  would  refer  to  their  Ad* 
drefs  of  the  1 5th  of  November  laft  to  His  Majefty ;  and  in  order 
to  bring  it  more  perfefily  to  the  recolledioa  of  their  Lordfhips,  he 
nioved  diat  die  faid  Addrefs  be  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  which  is 
as  follows: 

^*  Under  fuch  circumftances,  we  feel  the  duty  which  we  ow6,  in 
^  thir  great  crifis,  to  God  and  to  our  Countiy  \  animated  by  the 
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^  (tfme  fehtiments  which  your  Majefly  has  been  pleaftd  to  dedare  tb 
'<  jaat  people  and  to  the  world;  attached  tO|ycMir.Majefty  hf  pijn- 
'<  cipie,  duty,  and  gratitodey  and  feniible  that  k  is  only  from  oou- 
'<  rage  and  firmneft  that  we  can  look  either  for  prefcnt  lafety  ix 
^<  permanent  peace ;  we  are  determined  to  defend,  with  unihaken 
**  refolution,  your  Majefty's  Throne,  the  lives  and  prDpeitiet^of  our 
**  Fellow-iubjcfts,  the  Government  and  Conflitution  of  our  Country, 
**  and  the  honour  and  independence  of  the  Britilh  £n4>ire.  We 
'<  know  that  great  exertions  are  neceflary;  we  are  prepared  to 
**  make  them  :  and,  placing  our  firm  reliance  on  that  Divine  Pn>- 
'<  tedion  which  has  always  hitherto  been  extended  to  us,  we  will 
**  fupport  your  Majefty  to  the  utmoft,  and  (bnd'Or  fall  with  our  re>- 
**  ligion,  laws,  and  liberties."  >.. 

The  Addreis  being  read,  his  Lordfhip  again  rofe,  and  obferved^ 
that  the  Addrefs  contained  the  genuine  and  unanimous  fenieof  both 
Houfes  of  Pailiament  upon  the  Aate  of  affairs  at^this  eventful  crifis ; 
they  had  there  given  their  folemn  pledge  to  fupport  His  MajeAy 
againft  the  enemy,  and  profecute  the  war  againft  the  arrogance  and 
ambitious  views  of  France,  to  an  honourable  and  fecure  peace*  In 
that  Addrefs  was  acknowledged  the  foundation  of  the  roeaiure  now 
pending  in  their  Lordfliips*  Houie.  It  had  been  deemed  neceflary, 
in  order  faooefsfully  to  countsrad  the  exertions  of  the  enemy,  to 
raife  a  certain  portion  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year— -this  neeef- 
fary  determination  produced  the  prefent  mcafure.  By  the  operations 
of  the  bill,  the  poorer  claflfcs  of  fociety  were  entirely  exempt,  the 
middling  ranks  were  touched  upon  as  lightly  as  poffible^  the  great 
weight  of  the  burden  fell,  therefore,  as  in  juftice  and  propriety  it 
fliould,  upon  the  higher  and  richer  orders  of  fociety.  In  this  view 
of  the  fubjedt,  he  muft  think,  that  no  ferious  or  weighty  otgedion 
could  lie  againft  the  bill ;  it  was  not  theref(»e  his  intention  at  that 
^period  to  take  up  their  Lordfhips'  time  any  farther  ;  but,  referving 
himfelf  for  the  refutation,  at  a  future  part  of  the  debate,  of  what 
might  be  ohje<Sied  to  the  meafure,  he  moved.  That  the  bill  be 
committed. 

Lord  CARRINGTON.  faid,  that  he  felt  himfelf,  from  many 
confiderations,  indifpenfably  called  upon  to  trouble  their' Lordfliipi 
on  that  occafion.  The  necefltty  of  making  a  vigorous  eflfort,  fay 
yaifing  a  large  fum  within  the  year,  to  preventtoo  heavy  an  addidon 
to  the  funded  debt,  was  generally  admitted  by  thofe  bcft  informed 
4N1  the  £ibje£k ;  and  any  plan,,  efiedual  to  that  purpofe,  would  re** 
ceive  his  hearty  fupport ;  but  his  own  opinion  was,  that  this  plan 
did  not  got  far  enough.  The  criterion  of  affeffed  taxes  was  not  aa 
adequate  teft  of  expenditure,  much  lefs  was  expenditure  an  adequate 
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teft  of  dear  iocdme.  In  cohfequence  of  this-  defe6t'm  tfae^n- 
.Gtplcy  the  bill)  in  its  paflage  through  the  other  Houfeof  Parliament, 
bad  received  every  modification^  which  the  moft  perfevering  induffay 
and  fcrupalouft  confideration  could  fumi(h|  to  relieve  thofe  amongft 
the  lower  rank*,  who  would  have  been  too  much  affeded  hy  its 
operation.  But  then,  oh  the  other  band,  to  make  the  produce  fullf 
adequate  to  the  exigency,  the  burden  wa»of  neceiTity  increafed  on  the 
higher  orders  beyond  the .  fum  which  it  might,  in  many  cafes,  be 
convenient  for  them  to  pay,  without  a  coniiderable  vedu^lioii  of 
their  expenditure.  -  All  this,  his  Lordihip  concdved,  might  have 
been  avoided,  if^  inftead  of  raifing  the  money  in  this  indireA,  cir- 
cuitous and  unequal  manner,  every  individual  had  been  called  upon 
to  contribute  in  direct  proportion  to  his  income,  but  the  higher  clafles 
a  larger  proportion  than  the  low^r.  He  conceived  that  one- 
twentieth  of  real  income  would  produce  a  larger  contrrbution  than 
one-tenth  in  the  manner  propofed  by  the  bill.  The  only  materia] 
pbjedlion  which  he  hid  heard  ftatod  to  fudi  a  plan,  was,  that  k 
iwould  occaiion  a  public  difclofure  of  the  income  of  individuals. 
His  Lordihip  faid,  that  he  had  ideas  of  a  way  to  prevent  this  in- 
convenience ;  but. as  the  plan  was  not  hefore  the  Houfe,  he  would 
not  enter  hiinutely  into  the  fubjc(S.  Biit  he  would  only- pbfervc^ 
«that  if  this  difclofure  of  income  was  «n  >objc6}ion,  it  was  alfo  an  ob'» 
jedion,  though  not,  perhaps,  m  the  fame  degree  to  the  prefent  bill ; 
for  certainly  fqmething  very  like  a  difclofure  of  income  might  be 
tfieccifary  by  the  operation  of  this  bill,  in  cafes  even  whqre  hfttight 
l)etbe  lea^  defirable.  His  Lordfhip  ovtncd,  that  much  of  the  in- 
equality in  this  bill  might  be  corredled,  if  it  were  adn>itted  that  the 
jmnciples  on  which  it  was  founded  impofed  on  the  public  the  duty 
of  rendering  it  eiiedhial,'  by  affording,  in  the  fhape  of  voluntary 
contribution,  a  tenth  part  of  their  income  in  every  cafe  where  the 
fax  did  not  fufficiently  reach  them.  His  Lordfliip  then  adverted  to 
the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  faid,  that  at  no  time  (ince  the  fub- 
ycrfion  o(' Europe  by  the  Barbarians  of  the  North  had  Providence 
permitted  the  infli6\ion  of  fuch  evils  on  fecial  life,  as  had  been 
produced  by  the  French  Revolution.'  Great  Britain  had  hitherto 
beep  preferved ;  but  how  long  fhe  might  enjoy  the  envied  and 
happy  freedom  which  the  at  prefent  pofTeifed,  was  uncertain.  Her 
inveterate  enemy  was  now  collefiing  on  the  cpaft  a  formidable 
torcoy  with  the  avowed  intentions  of  dcftroying  her.  Thefc  prc- 
futnptuous  hopes  were  evidently  founded  on  our  intefiine.divifions. 
His  Lordihip  had  no  doubt,  but  that  if  the  experiment  ftidpld  be 
inade^  it  would  completely  fail.  He  would  venture  to:pfom>unce, 
thut,  violent  as  the  fpirit  of  part)'  now  appeaired  to  be,  the  momCQi 
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the  enemy's  landing  in  this  country,  would  be  the  moRient  of  per- 
fcSt  onion.  With  one  heart  arid  one  mind  we  (hould  ge  forth  to 
nieer  them>  and  (hould  prove  to  the  world  the  irrefiftible  energy  of  a 
high^pirited  and  gallant  nation  contending  for  its  religion,  laws,  and 
liberties.  If  this  raih  project  (hould  meet  with  the  fate  he  had 
ventured  to  predi6l,  then  we  might  really  expe£^,  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  a  difpofition  to  peace  on  juft  and  honourable  terms.  '  But 
ihoi|ld  thefe  expedtations  fail,  he  hoped  that,  in  anotlier  fefTioh,  this 
bill  might  be  repealed,  and  more  vigorous  efforts  might  be  made  to 
meet  the  emergencies  of  the  war,  on  the  plan  he  had  prefumed  to 
mention.  His  Lord(hip  faid,  that  having  thus  delivered' his  fenti- 
ments  on  this  qucfiion,  he  could  not  (it  down  without  troubling 
their  Lontfhips  with  a  few  words  on  another  fubje6l,  extremely  im- 
portant to  himfelf,  and  not  wholly  unintere(Kng  to  their  Lordftips. 
His  Lordihip  faid,  that  he  had  been  the  objedl  of  an  atrocious  ca- 
lumny, which,  relying  on  h\e  gencral'^charad^er,  he  could  have  been 
.well  contented  to  have  pa(red  by,  while  it  was  confined  to  loofe 
hints  and  infinuations  in  the  public  prints ;  but  after  it  4iad  been 
more  dire<Slly  pointed  in  another  place,  he  thought  it  necefiary  to 
'^ve  it  a  folemn  contradiction  in  this.  It  had  been  tnfinuated,  at 
ieaft,  if  not  a(rerted,  that  the  honour  which  he  now  had  of  being 
able  to  addrefs  their  Lord(htps  in  that  place,  was  obtamed  by  rank 
and  foul  corruption,  viz.*  by  the  proHitution  of  parliamentary  in- 
tereft  to  that  purpofe.  He  would  appeal  to  their  Lordfhtps,  with 
friany  of  whom,  the  mo(i  confidcrablc  for  virtue  and  talents  he' had 
the  honour  and  happincfs  of  living  in  almoft  daily  habits  of  inti- 
rmacy  and  Cv^nfidence  during  the  twenry  years  he  had  fat  in  the  other 
Houfe  of  Parliament,  whether  they  had  obferved  any  thing  in  his 
character  during  their  long  ac<]uaintance  with  him,  which  would 
make  it  po(rib}e  for  thrm  to  believe  him  capable  of  condefcending 
to  (b  bafe  a  traiiic.  His  Lordihip  then  declared  upon  his  honour, 
as  a  gentleman,  a  name  which  he  faid  he  confider^  as  paramount 
to  every  other,  that  he  never  had,  'at  any  time,  in  place,  or 
under  any  circumftances,  direflly  or  indiretftly,  to  or  with  any  pcr- 
fon  whomfoever,  bargained,  proroifed,  agreed,  or  even  hinted,  at  the 
application  or  difpofal  of  paffli^iticntary  intereft  for  the  purpoft  of 
Dbtasning  a  feat  in  that  Houfe.  His  Lord(hip  regretted  that  the 
forms  of  die  Houfe  did  not  permit  him  to  (tate  every  thing  which 
peffed  on  the  ocqaiionof  HisMajefty's  mdft  gracious  intention  of 
placing  him  where  he  then  was,  but  faid,  he  (hould  be  moft  happy 
to  mention  all  the  particulars  to  any  noble  Lord  who  might  conde- 
fcend  to  be  informed  of  them.  He  (hould  be  equally  ready  to  give 
the  lame  information  to  any  perfoa  not  in  that  Houfe,  who  may  be 
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4c6tOQ$  o£  l^nowing  the  truth.  His  Lordibip  laidt  he  Ind  now  a 
rigt^t  to  cxpe<fty  that  in  no  place  wl^tever  any  gentleman,  be  he  who 
he  oiighty  (hould  venture  to  ftate  a  fimilar  charge ;  at  Icaft,  if  he 
did»  his  Lordfliip  hoped«  that  in  jufticehjc  himfelf  (hoold  reociire 
previous .  notice  of  it.  His  Lordfiiip  oficluded  with  faying,  that 
bis  gracious  Sovereign  had  becnpleafed  t6  confer  upon  him  a  wnoA 
diftingui(bed  mark  of  his  royal  favour ;  he  aflured  the  Hou&y  char 
it  (hquld  not  be  fullied  in  his  keeping,  but  that,  by  the  bleOuig  of 
God,  he  would  tranfmtt  it  untamiflmi  to  his  ,poflerity. 
f  LoKd. HOLLAND  rofe,  and,  in  his  maiden  fpeechy  fiud,  the 
Addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  ftatcd  by  the  noble  Secre* 
tary  of  State  to  have  been  voted  unanimouflyy  and  part  of  which 
had  been  read  to  their  Lord(hips,  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  mese 
iUtcimnt.of  .the  esugencies  of  the  times,  under  the  circumftances  of 
the  country ;  but  did  not  warrant  any  futh  meafure  as  chat  which 
was  now  bpibi-e  them.  I  am  ready^  faid  his  Lordflup,  to  diA* 
pute  >vltb  the  noble  Secretary^  that,  under  the  Adminiftration  of 
which  he  forms  a  conGdcrable  part,  for  the  laft  five  years  die  oon* 
dition  of  this  country  has  grown  worfe  and  worfe,  for  that  ii  too 
plain  a  propofition  to  be  debated,  either  here  or  any  where  elfe.  If 
it  were  enough  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  to  fee  that  the  exigency 
of  his  country  was  great>  that  its  diftrefs  was  general,  and  that  he 
was.  to  t^e  esccufed  fropn  examining  the  fyftem  diat  produced  the 
calamity,  that  it  was  no  part  of  his  duty  to  inquire  how  money  had 
been  already  applied,  or  what  probability  there  was  of  its  being  duly 
ufed  in  future ;  then,  perhaps,  I  might  agree  with  the  noble  Secre- 
tary, in  the  truth  of  the  preamble  of  the  Ull  which  is  now  before 
you  ;  but  even  then  I  fliould  6nd  it  my  du^  to  oppofe  the  enad* 
ments,  bccaufc  I  do  not  think  that  they  agree  with  the  preannfale. 

WiKsn  you  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  meafure  that  has  for  its 
object  the  raiting  fo  laiige.a  fum  of  nooney  as  is  here  propofed  to  be 
raifed,  and  mud  neceflfarily  lay  upon  the  people  a  much  heavier  bur- 
den than  ^ny  they  have  ever  yet  felt,  it  is  neceffary  you  (hould 
inquire  whether  thofe  to  whom  millions  upon  millions  of  the  money 
qf  the  people  have  been  entrufted,  and  who  have  hitherto  heaped 
upon  them  in  return  for  it  diftrefs  upon  diftrefs,  are  about  to  change 
their  fy(lem.  They  (hould  hold  out  to  you  fomc  hopes  diat  thefe 
great.addicional  and  tremendous  facrifices  which  the  pubKc  are  now 
called  upon  to  make,  will  be  employed  in  a  manner  very  different 
fnim  thofe  millions  which  have  hitherto  bden  ufed  with  ib  little 
cfTcdi.  That  our  (ituation  is  noiy  an  alarming  and  a  dreadful  onf, 
is  a  ^ropfifuion  which  I  believe  I  (hall  not  hear  ddVicd.  I  (hail 
hc'Ax,  n-^)  .'Inuiv,  that  fich  fituatiqn  has  bocn  brought  upon  us  by  cx< 
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finbrdinary  misfortunes.  Certainly  they  are  eithiordhlaiy  iftlsfor- 
tunes ;  but  to  whofe  fault  are  they  chiefly  owing  ?  Was  it  not  the 
duqr  of  Minifters  not  to  have  plunged  usi  into  a  war,  without  con- 
fidering  what  thcfe  misfortunes  were  likely  to  be  ?  Bat  having 
entered  into  the  war,  Minifters  afFeA  to  be  furptized  at  the  eicer^ 
tions  of  the  enemy.  Is  that  wonderful,  my  Lords  ?  Huve  not  ftn-. 
timents  been  uttered  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  other  places,  the  natural 
efleA  of  which  is  to  unite  all  thofe  who  have  any  value  for  the  liber- 
ties  of  mankind?  When  therefore  we  hear  of  our  prefent  (ituatibn 
beihg  fuch  as  requires  great  exertions,  I  wiOi  the  argument  to'  have 
a  retrofpc£)ive  eflPefi,  that  you  may  fee  the  caufes  of  your  prefent 
calamity,  otherwife  you  will  have  no  chance  of  avoiding  fiitureruin. 
But  I  would  afk  how  it  is  poflfible  for  any  rational  being  to  expedl 
that  the  people  will  approve  of  the  meafure  which  is  now  before  you  i 
Cao  you  e^peA  that  they  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  you  irt  purfu*^ 
ing  that  mode  which  a  confiding  Parliament' has,  with  uniform  reli«- 
ance  upon  Miniftcrs,  adopted  from  time  to  time,  when  you  know^ 
that  in  no  one  inftance  has  that  Miniftry  anfwered  the  expeflation 
of  the  public  ?  I  certainly  do  think  this  country  ought  not  to  grant 
any  more  money  without  a  proper  pledge,  not  only  that  Miniflers  are 
to  be  changed,  but  that  the  prefent  fyfiem  is  to  be  changed  alfo. 
I  think  that  change  of  fyftem  comprehends  a  true  reprefcntation  of 
the  people  in  Parliament — an  entire  and  radical  reform  of  abufes. 
You  can  never  rationally  hope  fot  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the 
people  without  making  them  importantly  interefied  in  the  Conftitu- 
tion ;  at  leaft  allow  them  all  the  power  they  had  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  contcft.  This  is  the  only  way  to  procure  a 
iafe  and  an  honourable  peace.  I  know  it  is  a  very  common  argu-* 
roent  in  favour  of  Admiiiidration  to  fay,  "  No  Minifters  were  ever 
in  fuch  a  fituation  as  the  prefent  are,  and  therefore  great  allowances 
are  due  to  them.  Why  will  you  therefore  endeavour  to  ftop  the 
fupplies  i  that  can  only  tend  to  ftrengthcn  or  encourage  the  enemy.'* 
1  know  that  fuch  an  argument  is  frivolous  in  itfelf.  I  know  that 
a  change  of  Minifters,  and  alfo  of  fyftem,  at  Icaft  a  pledge  for  it 
from  the  hlgheft  authority,  may  be  procured  in  a  few  hours.  It  need 
iiot  detain  your  proceedings  fo  long  as  if  you  waited  for  a  noble 
Duke  who  happened  to  have  mifled  his  robes,  and  you  could  not 
go  on  with  fome  ceremony  in  the  Houfc  without  him.  No  man 
can  juftly  fay  I  ani  recommending  confufion  ;  the  thing  I  want 
may  eafily  be  done,  if  your  Lordftiips  fct  ferioufly  about  it.  You 
fliould  withhold  the  fupplies  until  you  have  a  pledge  fof  a  change  of 
Minifters  and  of  fyftem  ;  a  change  that  would  unite  the  hands  and 
hearts  of  the  people  of  Ireland  :  that  gencr«His  counrry,  my  Lordj^, 
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is  very  ungeneroufly  treated.  I  do  not  fay  that  you  (hould  Aop  the 
fupplies  until  pcrfe6t  tranquillity  be  redored  there ;  I  only  fay  you 
fliQuld  ftop  the  fupplies  until  you  have  a  pledge  for  a  change  of  Mi* 
ntftcrs  and  a  ehange  of  fyftem  ;  that  will  naturally  lead  to  the 
puni(hnftent  of  fome  guilty  men.  Until  you  have  that  pledge^  I 
ooQceive  that  the  more  you  vote,  tkc  more  you  a.dd  fuel  to  the  fire 
which  is  confuming  you,  and  burden^  to  the  loads  that  are  already 
bearing  you  down.  This  meafure^  if  you  adopt  it,  will  ruin  your 
chata^er  with  the  country  at  large.  I  hear  unanimity  often  re- 
commended ;  and  it  is  much  to  be  defired ;  but  it  never  can  be 
procQred  until  the  rights  of  the  people  are  reftored  to  them.  Thefe 
rights  were  very  mlich  infringed  upon  by  certain  bills  which  have 
prohibited  public  meetings  in  a  particular  manner.  Until  they  are 
repealed  the  people  cannot  e^prefs,  or  feet  properly,  the  Aake.they 
have  in  the  country.  Voting  bills  of  this  nature  is  the  way  to  pro- 
duoeanimoiity  indead  of  unanimity  ;  to  make  men  hate  inik^d  of 
loving  Government ;  to  make  the  people  defperate  ;  to  invite  in- 
fiead  of  deterring  the  enemy  from  invafion.  I  fee  no  probable 
chance  of  peace  while  our  affairs  are  under  the  direction  of  the  pre- 
fent  Minifters.  1  confefs,  that  when  I  firft  looked  on  this  ImII  I 
tliought  it  was  quite  impoflible  it  (hould  ever  pafs.  I  confidered  jt 
as  a  mere  threat,  intended  to  frighten  us  into  fome  other  i|ieafurp».for 
it  is  the  great  objedt  of  Adminiftration  to  create  a  facility  for  raifing 
money.  They  complain  of  the  facility  with  which  debts  have  been 
heaped  upon  us  by  the  funding  fyftem,  merely,  as  I  thought,  the  bet- 
ter to  prepare  us  to  add  more  upon  that  plan,  by  frightening  us  with 
the  prefent  bill.  It  is  otherwifc  inconceivable  to  me  how  they,  who 
have  added  two  hundred  millions  to  our  debt,  (hould  have  conw 
plained  of  the  facility  of  the  funding  fyftem.  If  this  bill  had 
been  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  it  would  have  told  you 
what  you  were  to  exped,  and  I  am  furc  you  would  have  revolted  at 
it ;  but  now  Miniders  know,  indeed  they  tell  you,  **  That  you  are  in 
a  (ituation  from  which  you  cannot  recede,  and  therefore  we  (hall 
bleed  you  as  we  pleafe.'*  Open  refinance  would  have  been  the. 
eSe&  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  this,  had  it  been  introduced  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  ;  but  that  was  not  the  way  in  which  the  waj^ 
was  commenced.  It  was  then  ftated  that  this  war  was  not  likely  to 
be  of  long  continuance,  nor  an  expeniive  conteft ;  and  with  a.  fatal 
''readinefs  we  entered  into  it.  We  were  at  one  time  told  that 
twenty- five  millions  would  be  fufHcient,  and  within  half  a  year  half 
as  much  more  were  called  for.  I  only  Aate  thefe  fa<5ts  to  (hew  you 
what  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  promifes  of  the  MiniAer. 
Minifters  afiedt  to  be  alarmed  left  the  French  (hould  come  upon  our. 
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toaft— >God  ave^the  calamity.  .  JBut.  will  this  bill  pievent  them^? 
.Miniftera  have  confiaotly  raifisd  the  hopes  of  the  people,  and  have^ 
conftantly  difa(^inted  them.     They  went  to  war  to  prevent  the 
•  opening  of  the  Scheldt.     Have  they  fucceeded  ?^ .  They  then  faid 
a  great  deal  about  protedlitig  our  alliies.     Have  they  prptedted  any  2 
None  of  thefe  things  are  done»  although  upwards  of  two  hundn;d 
millions  have  been  .expended ;  and  the  Condicudon  of  the  countcy 
in  many  parrs  done  away.     If  you  would  have  the  vigorous  co- 
operation of  the  people,  reftore  to  them  the  Conftitution,  and  give, to 
fb^m  a  Miniftry  in  which  they  can  confide ;  nothing  elfe  can  retrieve 
you»     They  will  not  aflift  a  Miniftry  that  is  appointed  by  Court 
intrigue ;  they  will  not  confide  in  thofe  who  are  falfely  called  tbo 
Keprefentatives  of  the  People ;  many  of  whom  they  know  to  be 
nominated  by  the  Members  of  this  Houft,  and  therefore  it  is  impoi^ 
'  iible  that  they  fliould  fpcak  the  voice  of  the  people.    I  will  go  iar^- 
tber,  my  Lords ;  I  fay  it  is  not  enough  that  they  (hould  fpcak  the 
voice  of  the  people  ;   it  fhould  be  known,  felt,  and  acknowledged 
that  they  do  fo ;  until  thcfe  things  are  fo,  and  until  you  have  a  Minify 
tiy  in  which  the  people  can  confide,  you  never  can  have  any  prof- 
pecl  of  fuccefs  in  any  war  in  which  you  may  be  engaged,  and  above 
all,  no  hope  for  the  reftoration  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.    I  con« 
fefs,  I  do  not  underAand  with  what  view  or  intention  this  bill  is 
bnxight  forward.     I  (hould  really  think  it  was  to  foment  di(cor^ ; 
I  cannot  call  it  a  tax.     I  do  not  hcfitate  to  declare  it  is  .worie  in 
point  of  principle  than  any  of  the  plans  of  Robcrfpierre ;  it  ceruinfy 
does  not  go  to  the  fame  extent,  but  it  is  worfe,  I  fay,  in  principlet 
for  Roberfpierre  only  charged  the  people  for  what  they  had,  but  ibis 
bill  iviakes  a  charge  on  us  for  what  we  have  had,  without  any  regard 
to  what  we  have.     It  is  telling  a  man  ^*  I  will  make  you  fay  ac- 
cording to  what  you  have  paid ;  I  will  rely  upon  it  that  you  are 
rich,  becaufe  you  have  fpent  your  .money  in  fucha  manner  as  is 
moft.  likely  to  have  made  you  poor.'*     Taking  this  as  a  tax  upon 
income,  every  man  muft  objedl  to  it,  becaufe  that  muft  be  a  tax,  in 
moft  cafes,  upon  induftry.     The  ftatemcat  of  this  incom^,  in  cafes 
fif  appeal,  is  made  fubjed  to  the  examination  of  Commiflionefi. 
What  fecurity  is  there  that  what  a  man  fwears  to,  in  this  particular^ 
ihall  be  true  ?  .  It  Ihould  be  remembered  that  men  have  in  gene- 
isA  a  gveat  repugnance  to  declare  what  their  income  is,  and  there  a^e 
fon«e  to  whom  that  declaration  would  be  adliial  deAruSion.     It  is 
faying  to  a  man,  ''If  you  have  any  objedion  to  my  killing  .yqu^ 
I  will  give  you  leave  to  Kill  yourff^lf." 

As  to  the  general  idea,  that  this  js  not  a  tax  that  will  &11  uppn 
die  poor,  I  fake  tbat  to  be  an  impofllbility  i  for  you  .can  n^ver  ip^ 
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vent  a  tax  that  will  (all  upon  many  perfonst  and  that  will  produee 
mudi  money,  without  its  fillirtg  ultimately  upon  the  lower  clafles  of 
fociety.  You  cannot  raifc  feven  or  eight  millions  of  nK>ney  upon 
any  part  of  the  community^  within  the  year,  without  driving  the 
mafs  of  the  people  to  great  diftrefs.  I  obferve  that  all  thofe  who 
at  prefent  pay  fifty  pounds  a  year  to  the  afleilcd  taxes  are  to  be  af- 
feiled  to  five  times  the  amount ;  that  is,  in  all  three  hundred  pounds 
a  year  upon  this  one  duty.  How  many  do  your  Lordfhips  think 
may  fail  in  this  clafs  1  How  many  of  them  do  you  think  may 
fwcar  o(F  for  taxing  them  above  a  tenth  of  their  income  i  And 
here  give  me  leave  Co  remind  your  Lordfhips  of  the  faying  of  Deai» 
Swifty  **  that  two  and  two  do  not  make  four  at  the  Cuftpm-houfe*'* 
Thcfe  are  my  objedions  to  the  meafure  which  is  now  before  you. 

*  Parhaps  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  detaining  you  fo  long. 

The  Earl  of  LIVERPOOL  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
juft  (at  down  had  introduced  topics  that  were  not  firidlly  comieAed 
with  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  fome  of  them  fuch  aa  their 
Lordlhips  had  not  power  to  determine ;  fuch  he  took  to  be  the 

"cafe  with  regard  to  a  Reform  in  the  lower  Houfe  of  Parliament. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  would  think  their 

'  Lordfhips  kept  within  the  province  which  the  ConAitution  allotted 
to  therh  if  they  entered  on  the  fubjed  of  Parliamentary  Reform. 
The  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  having  already  pledged  themfelvet 
to  the  fupportof  a  war  againft  an  enemy  that  has  left  us  no  altema* 
five  but  vigorous  refiftanccy  the  firA  queftion  which  the  prefent  mea- 
fure fdggefts  was,  whether  it  was  eligible  to  raife  a  part  of  the  fup- 
plids  within  the  year  ?  It  had  been.objcidcd  by  the  noble  Lord 
who  fpoke  lad  that  the  plan  was  novel ;  but  granting  that  it  were 
novel.  It  might  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country  be.  wife 
and  prudent.     It  was  not  novel,  however,  for  the  andent  fubfidy 

'  and  the  public  fupplies  for  a  great  number  of  years,,  weit  laifed 
within  the  year,  by  taking  a  certain  proportion  of  property,  either 

'  income  or  ca{^ital.     Tbo  taxes  which  had  been  raifed  fince  the  Re* 

'  votiition  could  not  have  been  bid,  and  have  been  (b  produdiveas 

*  they  are,  unlefs  this  country  had  improved  in  wealth,  and  become  a 

*  great,  rich,  and.  commercial  natioq.  Immediately  after  the  Revo* 
lution  it  would  be  remembered  that  the  land*  tax  was  impofed.  It 
could  be  demonftrated  from  the  a£ts  and  public  proceedings  of  thofe 
timesj  that  it  was  intended  that  the  impoft  then  laid  on  land  was 

'  not  intended  to  be  confined  to  land,  but  wal  to  be  extended  to  every 

fpedes  of  property*     Powers  were  then  given  to  Commiflioncrs 

'  to  examine  into  the  fortunes  of  individuals.     Such  was  the  feeling 

^  tf  PtfUament  at  a  time  when  the  principles  of  Liberty  woe  wtll 
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Ufiderflood.    In  point  of  poliqr,  perhaps,  foch  a  ineaiflire  nught  Mt 
be  wholly  jttfttfiable  ;  but  fudi  lud  bmi  the  fentiments  of  our  an* 
oeftors  in  moments  of  difficulty  inferior  to  the  prefent.     It  fo  ha^ 
penedt  indeed,  that  the  tax  did  at  length  fall  upon  land,  though  the 
intention  was  to  extend  it  to  other  fpecies  of  property.     For  his 
own  pait,  he  thought  a  tax  on  capital   bad,  bccaufe  it  tended  to 
check  the  foufccs  of  induftry.      A  tax  upon  expenditure,  then^ 
was  the  only  one  which  he  confidered  as  eligible.     At  the  period 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  Committees  of  the  Houfo  of  Commons 
had  been  appointed  to  confider  the  praAicability  of  taxing  capital, 
but  were  not  able  to  furmount  the  difficulties  with  which  it  was  at* 
tended.    Since  the  Revolution  the  mode  of  railing  money  had  been 
by  loans,  provided  for  by  inditefi  taxes  on  expenditure.    The  length 
to  whtoh  the  funding,  fyftem  had  been  carried,  however,  and  the 
otrcumflances  of  the  prefent  moment,  might  render  it  expedient  to 
limit  its  application.     A  great  deal  of  clamour  had  been  made 
againft  this  meafuie;  but  it  appeared  to  him,  that  it  was  confined 
chiefly  to  the  metropolis  ;  but,  as  far  as  he  had  feen,  there  were 
very  few  planes  out  of  Middlefex  that  had  come  to  any  refolutiona 
oxprefling  difappiobation  of  it.     Bath,  Southampton,  Guilford  in 
Surry,  and  Warwick,  were  the  only  ones  he  recottefted  ;  while  all 
the  great  manufacturing  towns,  and  all  Scotland  without  exception, 
had  exprefled  no  diflatisfadion  whatever.     He  had  ieen  a  letter 
fiom  a  metchant  in  Gla^w,.iii  which  tlu  fcntimentofthatpartof 
the  country  on  the  fubjed  was  well  exprefled.     It  ilaled,   that 
^f  they  ponfidered  the  nx>ney  to  be  r^ifed  as  a  premium  of  infur- 
ance  for  the  fafety  of  the  reft  of  their  property."     As  to  tne  extent 
of  the  burden,  was  it  any  thing  like  the  burden  impofed  in  King 
William's  time  i     At  that  period  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  was 
impofed  on  land,  and  was  intended  to  be  extended  to  other  property, 
while  now  the  demand  was  limited  to  a  tenth  part  of  income. 
Taxes  had  increafed  iince  the  Revolution,  indeed  ^  but  the  wealth 
and  refources  of  individuals  and  the  public  had  increafed  in  a  flill 
greater  d^ree.     It  was  confidered  as  a   vexatious  and  oppreflive 
circumflance,  that  in  cafe  relief  was  required,  men  would  be  obliged 
to  fwear,  not  what  was  the  anKMint  of  their  income,  but  what  it 
did  not  exceed  ;  yet,  after  the  Revolution,  fuch  were  the  means  by 
which  the  amount  of  the  burden  impofed  was  proportioned  to  the 
amount  of  property.     Nor  would  the  money  fo  raifcd  impoveriih 
the  country,  as  if  it  were  to  be  fent  out  of  the  country,  or  funk  in 
the  fea*     It  would  fupport  the  army  and  navy,  and  all  the  branches 
of  manufadures  conneded  with  thefe  fervices.     The  efiedl  of  the 
roeafurc  might  be,  to  caufe  retrenchment  in  matters  of  luxuty^  and 
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CO  £ili  U|on:  nKUincfsr'anil  eoaehn^kcri  pefhapa,  but  tt  M^^ould  ahi* 

msfie  and  enoaarage  more  u(efol  manlufa^urcs,  ktd  dipped  more; 

valuable  indufliy^    .  The  objeds  for  which  we  had  to  eontend  were 

of  the  firft  imgnicadey  and  it  becaoic  the  Hoafe  to  fjpare  no  excr- 

dons  to  defend  the  country  from  fadftile  attacks,  and  to  proteA  the! 

foarces   frosi  which  our  p^ofperiry  flowed.     With  refped  to  lhe« 

v^ZT,  helhould  ever  contend  that  its. origin  Was  juft  and  ncceflhry.. 

On  the  piropej:  occafioh  he  ^a$  ready  to  argue  this  queftion,  and* 

perhaps  proofs  ihight  be  brought  forward^  >i'hich  yet  were  not  gene- 

raUyknowii.     Thefuccefs  of  this.couiUry'by  fea  bad  been  diftin* 

gutftied  and  unexampled  ;  and  }f  on  the  Continent  it  was   not  (<y 

.  fortunaeej  k  was  owing  to  thdfo  poviKers  who  did  not  feem  fuf&iendy 

'  td  weigh  the  danger  in  which  they' were  placed.     All  muft  now 

agree,  ho>%'eYer/.'that  the  deiignsof  the  enemy,  fuf&icntly.undcrflood 

from  the  beginhmg  of  the  Revolution,  were  now  c^nly  hdfiile.tu 

the  profpcrity  -and  happy  ini^ituoons  of  the  country..     For  theTe  aie 

had  iM>w  to  contend  ;  and  certainly  it  w^s  not  aa  Oppofition  whidi 

'any  friend  <to  the  country  could  oppofe,  which  went  to  impede  the 

operations  of  Government  iri  ihdcffeiittal  meafore  of  public  defence^ 

Having  the  honour  of  a  feat  io  this  Hdufe,  and. fone, property  to  do* 

ffcnd,  he  did  think  that  every  manrihould  infuch  acriGs  be  ready  to 

make  fome  facrifices,  and  give  a  part  of  .his  property  as  a  premium: 

of  infucance  fdr  the  fafcty  of  the  lemaioder.; 

Lord  AUCKLAND  faid,  that  tlie  fub>a  of  the  war  had  been 
Ibofceri  debated,  that  he;  fhoUld  think  it  ihfulting.tQ.the  Uoufe  to 
detain  them  in  proving  its  jafit^eand  neccflTity.  i  There  was  one 
drcumflance  which  came  peculiarly, widiin  his  knowledge,  howjever^ 
which  it  was  no  longer  neceflary  to  conceal,  that  would  furnilh  addU 
tional  proofs  of  this.  Before  the  breaking  out  of  the  .war,  when  h0 
had  been  engaged  in  difcuflions  in  order  to  prevent  it,  and  when 
every  thing  on  the  part  of  thl^  country  was  to  be  done  fer  that  pur^ 
pofe,  after  it  was  fixed  tlvit  he  fhould  meet  General  Dumourier  oa 
tbc  fiibje(5>,  he-received  inibrmation  by  a  conftdcndal  officer  from  the 
General,  that  war  had  been  dec!ured  againit  this,  country.  With 
regard  to  the  advantage  we. had  derived  irom  the  war,  it  was  evident 
that  it  was  impoiiible  we  couli  exill  as  a  nadon,.  when  fo  great  a 
people  had  h^cn  changed  by  the  fyAem  of  terror,  into  a  people  of 
military  freebooters.  It  was  expeded  that,  either  from  laflitude, 
or  from  the  want  of  means  to  fupport  their  defigns^  the  caule  of  this 
danger  would  be  removed.  Some  indication  of  a  change  of  fenti- 
mcnc  i.n  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and  of  a  return  lo  moderation,  had 
ajspj^ircd,  but  the  h(  pes  thus  raifed,  were  difappointed.  But,  be- 
cabfe  the  cffj.is  ^hi^h  were  expected  to  arife  f^om  the  enemy -s 
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want  of  ability  *  to  continue  the  contdt,  had  not  yet  tBJun  place,  it 
did  not  follow  that  they  were  falfe,     Such  cfFedts  v^re  then  proba- 
ble, and  if  they  have  not  yet  happened,  the  uvowed  diilrefles  of  the 
enemy  leave  them  Hill  more  probable  than  before*     While  fuch 
was  the  diftrefled  and  embarrailed  ftate  of  the  enemy,  this  country 
was  poflcffed  of  all  thefourcesof  wealth  unimpaired,  and  money  ac- 
tually flowed  into  the  country  (after  than  the  merchants  were  able 
to  receive  it.    The  menaces  which  the  enemy  threw  out  againft  this 
country  would  have  been  much  more  ferious  had  they  poflefled  their 
financial  refources,  their  commerce,  in  the  fame  fituation  in  which 
they  were  previous  to  the  war.     In  the  circumftances  in  which  we 
are  fx>w  placed,  can  any  man  deny  that  we  are  called  upon  to  make 
great  exertions  r     Can  any  man  deny  that  unlefs  we  are  willing  to 
hll  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy,  unlefs  we  are  willing  to  reiign 
t;be  fupcriority  we  enjoy,  we  muft  make  temporary  facrifices  to  defend 
the  profperity  and  the  happinefs  we  enjoy  ?     With  regard  to  the 
ipeafure  before  the  Houfe,  various  defcriptions  of  it  were  given  by  dif-i 
fercnt  perfons,  and  every  man  had  fome  particular  defcription  which 
^c  applied  to  it.     For  his  own  part  be  coniidered  it  as  a  contribu- 
tion on  the  vifible  criterion  of  expenditure.     He  (hould  have  had 
no  objection  to  an  equal  contribution  on  the  whole  of  property. 
The  particular  meafure  now  in  queftion,  would  no  doubt  be  fubje£k 
to  great  inequalities ;  but  the  queftion  was,  whether  or  not  thofe 
irho  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  with  moft  inequality,  paid  more 
than  a  rcafonable  proponion  of  what  they  pofleflcd  as  an  infurance 
tor  the  remainder.     Some  might  pay  lefs  than  was  rcafonable,  but 
he  hoped  that  many  would  not  avail  themfelves  of  the  opportunity  ; 
that  many  would  voluntarily  come  forward  and  contribute  tlieir  fuU 
proportion  to  the  public  defence.     The  hopes  of  the  enemy  were 
placed  in  the  deftrudtion  of  the  funding  fyftem,  and  it  was  wife, 
therefore,  to  ihew  them  that  we  poflefled  other  refources  which  re- 
lieved us  from  the  ncceflity  of  carrying  the  funding  fydem  too  far, 
and  enabled  us  to  affift  its  credit  when  it  might  be  neceflary  to  re- 
fort  to  it. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  faid,  he  rore  under  fome  embarrafT* 
Qient,  as  he  had  unde^dood  that  it  was  intended  to  move  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill.  Having  gone  out  of  the  Houfe  for  a  Ihort 
time,  however,  he  found  that  the  bill  had  been  read  a  fecoud  time, 
and  the  quefiion  put  for  going  into  the  Committee.  As  he  had 
come  down  to  date  his  objedion  to  the  bill,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  un- 
derftood  that  his  oppofition  to  the  bill  did  not  arife  from  a  perfua- 
fion  that  it  was  unnccelTary  to  go  into  the  Committee,  that  the 
jneafure  was  fo  perfe£l  as  to  require  no  modiBcatioQ,  bttt  on  the 
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contrary^  that  he  was  completely  hoRile  to  its  prinaple.     Thotf  h 
he  had  no  rigfit  to  complain  of  what  had  taken  place  in  his  abfence, 
he  could  not  help  being  furprized  that  fuch  a  meafure  oould  be  of- 
fered without  fome  explanation  by  thofe  who  propofed  it,  or  that  the 
HouTe  (hould  allbw  the  bill  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  without  any  dif- 
cuflion.     ThQ  bill  too,  confiding  of  fifty  pages,  had  but  yefterdaf 
been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  now  their  Lord(hips  were  called 
upon  to  come  to  a  decifion  after  fo  (hort  a  period  for  inflexion. 
Having  had  fo  (hort  a  period  to  examine  it  with  attention,  he  oould 
not  pretend  to  underftand  it  completely,  and  if  he  committed  any  mif- 
takes  he  hoped  for  their  indulgence.    On  the  bill,  as  it  flood  when 
it  came  out  of  the  Gommittte  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  he  was 
prepared  to  a^ue  ;  but  with  the  whole  of  the  provtlions,  as  they  might 
fincc  have  been  modified,  he  was  not  perfcdlly  acquainted.     Confi- 
denng  that  the  mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  had  been 
laid  afide,  ht  could  not  have  imagined  that  the  Minifter  would 
bring  fo  novel  a  meafure  forward  without  any  argument  in  its  fup- 
port.  He  was  obliged  therefore  to  guefs  at  the  arguments  by  which 
it  might  be  defended,  inftcad  of  anfwering  thofe  which  had  been 
advanced.     He  trufled  that  fome  better  reafon  would  have  been 
given  for  the  Houfe  agreeing  to  a  particular  meafure  of  finance,  than 
the  addrefs  which  the  noble  Secretary  had  read.     Did  the  noble 
Lord  imagine  that  a  general  pledge  of  fopport  obliged  the  Houfe  to 
acquicfce  in  any  plan  for  raifing  the  fupplies  I  Muft  their  Lordfliips 
renounce  all  prctenfion  to  exercife  the  power  of  deliberation  on  the 
means  by  which  the  fupply  was  to  be  raifed,  becaufe  they  mi^t 
have  rccognixcd  the  neceflity  of  exertion  ?     One   Minifter  indeed 
faid,  tH&t  every  man  had  a  different  defcription  forthe  meafure  $  and 
he  might  have  added,  that  almofi  every  man  varied  in  the  dcfcrip^ 
lion  which  he  had  formed  for  himfelf.     One  ooble  Lord  fald  it 
was  a  tax  on  expenditure— another  faid  it  was  a  contribution  on  pro- 
perty.    Could  any  thing  be  more  difiimilar  than  the  terms  of  thefe 
dcfcriptions,  or  convey  more  oppofite  ideas  of  the  objc6!s  to  which 
they  apply  r      The  firft  queftion  which  occurs  is,  Whether  it  be  ex* 
pedient  to  raife  a  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year  ?  Next,  Whe- 
ther it  was  expedient  at  the  prefcnt  moment  ?    and  then,  Whether 
the  bill  before  the  Houfe  was  the  beft  mode  by  which  fuch  a  plan 
could  be  carried  into  efFed  i     Perhaps  it  might,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war,  to  make  the  people  rcfled  upon  the  value  of  the  ob» 
jeds  for  which  they  ei^barked  in  war,  and  the  expence  at  which  they 
muft  be  porchafed.     But  was  it  expedient  now,  at  a  time  when  the 
public  funds  were  fo  reduced,  when  by  the  laws  which  prohibited 
individuals  to  lend  to  individuals  beyond  a  certain  rate  of  intercft9  . 
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Government  had  a  monopoly  of  money^  and  when  others  had  no 
means  of  procuring  it,  was  this  a  tin)e  to  call  upon  men  for  contrU 
butions  which  thev  could  not  raife  ?  When  land  muft  be  fold  at 
a  lofsy  and  mortgaging  was.  out  of  the  queftion ;  when  thofe  who 
had  money  in  the  funds  could  not  fell  out  without  enormous  lofs, 
was  this  a  time  to  make  demands  which  individuals  had  no  means 
to  anfwer  ?  Whatever  defcription,  amidd  fo  many  oppofite  ones, 
might  be  applied  to  the  bill,  if  the  fum  which  it  impofed  could  eafily 
be  got»  its  amount^  in  proportion  to  the  whole  of  a  man's  income, 
might  not  be  fo  feverely  felt.  If,  for  inliance,  he  himfelf,  or  any 
individual  y  were  ailefTed  at  one  thoufand  pounds,  and  could  eafily 
borrow  that  fum  at  5  per  cent,  he  would  be  obliged  to  retrench  in 
his  expenditure  no  more  at  once  tkan  fifty  pounds  a  year.  If,  how- 
ever, he  could  not  borrow  the  money,  he  would  be  obliged  at  once 
to  diminifh  his  expenditure,  and  make  rerrenchmcht,  to  the  full 
amount  of  the  one  thoufand  pounds.  But  nothing  could  be  more 
inadequate  than  the  afleiTed  taxes  as  a  criterion  of  income  through 
czpendtture."  The  fadl  was,  that  whatever  difcuflion  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  bill.  Government  was  determined  to  take  fo  much 
money  out  cf  the  pockets  of  the  people ;  and  provided  the  money 
was  obtained,  they  were  not  folicitous  by  what  means.  The  eScSt 
of  the  meafure,  however,  would  be  to  occafion  a  general  reduAion 
of  expenditure,  and  confequently  a  great  defalcation  of  the  public 
revenue.  Suppofe  that  a  perfon  now  contributes  to  the  aiTcilcd  taxes 
a  fixtieth  part  of  his  income,  the  Quintuple  aiTeifment  becomes 
a  tenth  part  of  the  whole.  Was  not  there  an  obvious  danger  that 
this  fudden  and  heavy  demand  would  occafion  a  retrenchment  fatal 
to  confumption  and  to  the  taxes  dependant  upon  it  ?  It  was  not 
milliners  or  coachmakers  alone,  of  whom  the  noble  Lord  fpoke 
with.fo  little  regrttp  but  perhaps  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons  in 
the  metropolis,  fupported  by  fuch  manufadlures,  that  would  fuffer. 
What  would  be  the  confequence  to  the  revenue  by  the  fudden  re- 
trenchment which  this  meafure  rendered  neceflfary  r  The  old  taxes 
were  about  feventeen  millions :  if  then  a  tenth  part  of  the  income 
of  the  country  is  required  by  this  bill,  the  redudion  of  a  tenth  part 
of  thi»  income  will  on  ther&  feventeen  millions  create  a  defalcation 
of  i,74o,oooL  But  it  was  faid  that  Government  received  the 
money,  and  it  would  be  employed  in  fupporting  other  branches  of 
ufeful  manufactures.  But  Would  not  fuch  a  fudden  increafe  occa- 
fion a  very  great  redudiion  of  expenditure  ;  and  was  it  not  feen  that 
the  old  taxes  were  mod  afledted  by  the  new  burdens  that  were  im- 
pofed ?  Again,  was  this  a  proper  time  to  call  upon  th^  people  for 
fo  great  an  additional  fum^  when  it  was  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the 
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collcAors  of  the  revenue^  that  the  pfcfene  taxes  GOfiM  not  be  obtained 
without  the  greateft  difficulty  ?     At  no  period  had  this  country  ever 
paid  more  in  one  year  than  twenty  millions  ;  but,  when  the  whole 
of  the  burdens  of  the  new  taxes  atid  of  the  preient  fum  were  included, 
the  fum  to  be  raifed  in  one  year  would  be  found  to  be  thirty  mil- 
lions.     Did    their   Lordfhips  conlider   what  |muft  be  the  confer 
quences  of  raifing  one-third  more  upon  the  people  of  this  country 
than  they  ever  yet  paid  in  one  year  ?     Were  they  aware  of  the  re- 
trenchments that  would  be  neceflary,  and  the  decay  of  revenue  that 
would  enfue  ?     When  they  6onfidered  thefe  things  they  oi^ht  to 
paufc.     They  might  be  led  to  believe  that  it  was  impoflible  at  onoe 
to  draw  fo  large  a  fum  from  the  people  without  pemument  injury  to 
the  public.     The  unpopulkrity  %f  thic   meafure  was  treated  with 
much  indiflvrence.     It  was  faid  to  be  confined  to  the  metropolis. 
Suppoiing,  however^  it  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  metropolis  ; 
ought  not  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  would  pay  one*fourth  of  the 
whole  to  have  confiderable  we^t  with  their  Lordflitps  r     But 
many  other  places  befides  the  metropolis^  the  city  of  York,  &c.  had 
expreifed  their  difapprobation  of  the  principle  of  the  meafure.  The 
manufaduring  towns  were  not  (b  immediately  afleAed  by  die  mea- 
fure ;  and  as  for  Scotland,  he  believed  that  no  great  fliare  of  the  bur^ 
den  would  now  fall  upon  that  country.     The  noble  Earl  (Liver- 
pool} fpoke  of  the  approbation  of  the  meafare  expreffed  in  a  letter 
firom  Glafgow.     When  his  Lordlhip  was  at  the  pains  to  point  out 
what  was  ferious  and  what  ironical  in  that  letter,  the  Houfe  would 
have  been  obliged  to  him  had  he  pointed  out  what  was  ironical  and 
what  was  ferious  in  his  own  fpeech.     Surely  it  was  impoflible  that 
he  could  intend  many  of  the  obfcrvatbns  contained  in  his  fpeech  to 
be  ferioufly  underftood.     With  regard  to  flopping  the  fupplies,  it 
was  clear  that  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Holland)  meant  that  he  was 
not  willing  to  agree  any  farther  tofupplies  till  fome  pledge  was  given 
that  they  would  be  employed  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  country 
than  they  had  hitherto  been  [tord  Grenville  cried  **^Hear!  hear  !'*J. 
He  was  glnd  to  find  that  the  noble  Secretary  now  heard.     Had  the 
noble  Earl  heard  a  little  better  before,  he  would  not  have  fidd  fo 
much  about  the  ruin  that  would  enfue  from  refufing  fuppUes  upon 
the  fuppofition  that  his  noble  friend  had  faid  what  he  never  did  fay* 
Admitting,  however,  for  the  fake  of  argument  (and  no  odierwife 
could  he  admit)  that  it  was  expediedt  to  raife  this  fum  within  the 
year,   was  the  prefent  bill  fuch  as  to  carry  fucb  a  plan  into  cffeA 
with  Icafl  injuflicc  and  oppreflion  ?     The  bill,  however,  was  6b« 
vioufly  unjuil,  and  no  fituation,  he  conceived,  ought  to  induce  this 
Houfe  to  fan£lion  injuflicc.     Income  was  of  various  kinds^  and  yet 
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expenditure  was  all  fubje<9ed  to  the  fame  ftandard  of  contribution. 
The  cafes  of  injuffice  were  extremely  numerous*     The  people  of 
induftry  were  taxed  with  the  fame  feverity  as  income  from  capital. 
Was  it  jufl  to  drive  men,  not  n^erely  to  retrench  luxuries,  but  to 
abridge  what  habit  had  rendered  neceflariesy  to  pay  this  impoft^?  The 
rich  might  be  obliged   to  give  up  the  former,    but  the  middling 
clafTcs  would  as  certainly  be  obliged   to  give  up  the  latter.     One 
principal  ground  on  which  the  meafure  was  defended,  was  the  uki- 
mate  faving  it  would  occafion  topoOerity.     He  had  heard  a  perloQ 
in  another  place  argue,  that  to  raiie  fifteen  millions  in  this  way  in- 
fiead  of  funding,  would  be  an  ultimate  faving  of  thirty  millions. 
If  fuch  an  alTcrtion  had  been  made  by  a  fchool-boy,  he  would  have 
been  fent  back  to  his  arithmetic,  and  nobody  could  have  likened  tP 
the  argument  for  a  moment.      If  it  could  be  proved,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  meafure,  as  he  conceived 
it  could,  one  great  argument  in  its  favour  would  be  removed-     Sttp** 
pofe  then  that  the  fum  raifcd  by  this  bill  would  be  (ixteen  millions 
in  little  more  than  two  years,  his  (hare  of  it  would  ih  that  period JbfS 
io,oool.     This  I  o,oocl  was  one  (ixteen  hundredth  part  of  ch^ 
whole.     What  permanent  charge  would  this  (ixteen  millions  occ^k- 
lion  ?    1,500,0001.  it  was  faid,  though  he  believed  it  would  belefs. 
A  loan  might  be  obtained,   from  the  beft  information  he  had  re- 
ceived, at  about  forty-five,  or,  fay   forty-four,  at  nine  per  cent. ; 
'this  made  a  permanent  charge  of  1,380,000!.     Of  this,  his  an- 
nual proportion  at  loool.  would  be'84.01.      The  queftioiithen  is, 
whether  it  would  be  better  to  charge  his  income  with  this  fuin  of 
840I.  for  forty-five  years,  or  to  buy  it  off,  and  by  purchafing  in 
the  long  annuities  there  would  be  a  gain  of  fix  pounds  ;  fo  that  the 
permanent  burden  to  be  incurred  from  raifing  this  fixteen  nullioins 
by  loan  and  funding  would  be  lefs  than  that  impofed  upon  the  in- 
dividuals who  contribute  to  the  prefcnt  plan.     In  this  manner,  un- 
lefs  this  calculation  was  proved  to  ^  erroneous,  it  was  clear  that 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  this  meafure. 

But  it  was  to  in<imidatetheenemy.  How  could  any  man  cor^- 
ceive  that  a  meafure  fo  unpopular,  that  would  be  carried  into  effcft 
with  fo  much  vexation  and  opprefTion,  could  produce  that  unani- 
mity by  wiiich  the  enemy  could  be  intimidated?  It  was  faid  to 
be  calculated  to  relieve  the  ftockholder,  but  he  could  not  f:e  what 
title  the  fiock holder  li.id  to  claim  fuch  relief.  The  country  had 
already  coitributc  \  fuiliciently  to  the  relief  of  the  ftockholder,  and 
it  was  fAr  that  he  fhould  take  his  (hare  in  the  public  burden.  If 
he  could  hope  that  any  thing  he  had  to  of^er  could  produce  any 
efFed  in  the  Committee,  he  (hould  refei  ve  what  he  had  to  fay  on  the 

V^L.  IV.  4  P 
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>        piovifions  of  the  bill.     As  this  was  not  the  cafe^  he  (hould   now 

make  a  few  obfervations  on  this  head.     With  retpcSt  to  the  dccla- 

^        ration  of  income,  all  writers  on  political  affairs  and  public  liberty 

^        admitted  that  difclofure  was  both  impolitic  and  oppreflfive.     Even 

the  framers  of  the  bill  themfclves  admitted  this.     It  would  not  be 

of  advantage  to  the  rich,  it  could  only  be  ufed  by  ihofe  to  whom 

the  efledl  of  difclofure  would  be  moft  prejudicial.     It  afforded  a 

^  choice  between  ruin  and  fubmifllon— ruin  to  credit  by  difclofure, 

and  ruin  by  contribution  beyond  ability.     It  was  infulting  to  fay  that 

a  (ingle  horfe  was  kept  for  pleafure.     A  horfe  was  indifpenfable  to 

traders  in  the  country,  yet  they  were  now  to  be  fubjedted  to  the  triple 

'afleffment,  notwithfbinding  the  great  expcnce  fuch  perfons  had  fuf- 

tained  by  the  Provifional  Cavalry  AS.     The  injuftice  of  making 

men  pay  for  paft  expenditure  was  too  glaringly  unjud  to  (land  in 

need  of  any  farther  illufiration. 

Their  Lord(hips  were  now  about  to  give  their  fandion  to  a  mea- 
fare  which  abandoned  the  old  fv(lem  of  finance  and  eftabli(hed  one 
entirely  new.  They  were  not  able  to  judge  of  the  confequenccs 
it  would  produce.  Unpopular  to  a  degree  it  was  admitted  to  be ; 
that  it  would  not  be  a  permanent  faving  he  thought  he  had  (hewn. 
Such  a  meafure  might  bs^ve  intimidated  the  enemy,  if  It  had  not 
been  palfed  by  a  Parliament  that  had  acquiefced  in  all  the  meafures 
of  the  Minifter,  but  when  they  faw  it  carried  againil  the  voice  of 
the  people  by  a  compliant  majority,  what  conclufion  cguld  they  draw 
but  that  the  funding  fyflem  was  exhaufled  ?  This  he  was  convinced 
was  not  the  cafe.  The  difficulty  attending  great  loans  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  providing  the  intercfi,  but  how  could  thofc  infift  upon  this 
when  they  were  ready  to  impofc  fo  large  a  fum  upon  the  country 
in  one  year  ?  The  meafure  would  be  as  opprefTivc  in  its  operation 
as  it  was  unjuft  in  its  principle.  To  rfjed  the  meafure  would  not 
be  to  refufe  fupplies,  it  would  only  oblige  thcMiniftcjr  tare  fort  to 
fome  mode  of  railing  money  lefs  obje clionable  in  its  n.iturc,  and  Icfs 
oppreffivc  to  the  public. 

The  Earl  of  ^LIVERPOOL  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
The  Earl  of  KINNOUL  profcffed  himfclf  happy  at  hearing 
what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Duke  (Bedford)  at  the  clofe  of  his 
fpcech,  namely,  that  he  did  not  wifh  to  make  the  prefent  a  party 
qucftion.  But  much  as  he  hoped  that  nothing  of  a  part}'  fpirit 
(hould  be'inrroduccd  in  it,  he  feared  the  contrary  was  the  cafe,  cfpe- 
cially  when  he  rccolle61cd  certain  pafTagcs  of  the  eloquent  fpcech  of 
another  nobleman  (Holland),  where  he  infifled  on  the  diffidence  and 
didruft  with  which  thecondu£l  of  the  prefent  Adminiftration  (hould 
Jk.  viewedj,  and  which  (hould  be  carried  to  the  length  of  rcfuiing 
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them  the  fupplies.     Sorry  he  was  that  party  zeal  (hould  thus  be  in* 
volvcd  with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  which  it  was  his  wifh  (hould 
be  difcufled  folcly  on  its  own  bottom,  to  Aand  or  to  fall  on  its  merits 
or  demerits.     What  was  it  that  is  required  by  the  noble  Lord  (Hol- 
land) previous  to  his  permitting  the  fupplies  to  be  granted  ?  Nothing 
lefs  than  a  radical   reform  in  parliamentary  reprefentation,  and  a 
fundamental  change  of  fyftem.     But  was  the  noble  Lord  and  the 
Houfe  prepared  to  give  this  pledge  for  reform  and  change  of  fyftem, 
without  giving  a  qucftion  fo  momentous  even  a  moment's  conlidera- 
tion  ?  A  qucftion  in  which  the  wifeft  men  in  the  nation  difcovered 
the  greatcft  danger  and  difficulties.     Or  was  it  in  the  prcfent  ftate 
of  the  country  that  it  was  proper  to  come  forward  with  fuch  a  pledge? 
Or  was  it  when  we  attended  to  the  relative  fituation  of  this  country 
and  of  France,  that  fuch  fpecuhtive  opinions  were  to  be  agitated 
and  indulged  in  ?     As  to  the  meafure  now  before  their  Lordfliips, 
he  was  free  toconfefs,  that  its  operation,  like  that  of  all  taxes,  muft 
fall  heavy  on  the  country  ;  but  it  muft  be  generally  agreed,  that, 
when  we  attend  to  the  prefent  difpofitions  and  declarations  of  France 
refpe^ing  this  nation,  it  is  wife,  and  politic,  and  neceflary,  to  make 
a  great  and  unufual  exertion — to  call  forth  that  exertion  was  the 
objeft'of  the  prefent  bill,  and  he  faw  no  other  meafure  by  which 
fuch  exertion  could  be  more  efficacioufly  produced.     He  would  not 
now  enter  at  large  into  any  difcuflion  refpedVing  the  war ;  he  would 
fimply  peril  ft  in  pronouncing  that  it  was  juft  and  necefiary  in  its 
origin,  and  that  its  farther  profccution  was  unavoidable.    This  has 
been  acknowledged  by  the  unanimous  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament  to  the  Throne,  by  which  all  parties  had  pledged  them- 
felves  to  abide.     This  unanimous  addrefs  had  the  moft  powerful 
cffeft  on  the  enemy,  and  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  that  enemy  was  ftill 
more  clearly  than  ever  manifefted  in  what  had  been  declared  this 
night  to  the  Houfe  by  a  noble  and  diftinguilhed  Lord  (Auckland). 
The  fame  fpirit  as  ftrongly  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  progrcfs  of  the  late 
negotiation',  and  while  that  fpirit  continues  to  a6luate  their  condu6^, 
can  we  think  of  peace,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  we  can  prepare  out* 
felves  to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the  mercy  of  tlie  French  Direc- 
tory, and  proftrate  it  at  their  feet  ?     When  fuch  was  the  alternative 
to  which  we  were  driven,  he  was  furprized  to  hear  of  any  oppofition 
in  the  Houfe,  efpecially  as  the  noble  Lords,  who  were  in  the  habit 
of  oppofing  Minifters,  had  pledged  themfelvcs  to  concur  in  a  vigo- 
rous profecution  of  the  war,  (hould  the  enemy  perfift  in  refufing  to 
accept  of  moderate  and  eiqui  table  terms  of  peace.    Such  terms  they 
had  rejefled  ;    yet  ftill  thofe  noble  Lords  perfevered  in  their  oppo- 
litian«     A  noble  Duke  had  faid,  that  we  mi^t  fiill  re(brt  to  tht 
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funding  fyftcm,  in  order  to  raife  the  fupplics.  But  whether  this 
jnight  or  might  not  be  done,  was  at  the  prefcnt  moment  a  matter  of 
very  delicate  difcuffion — not  that  he  would  infinuatc  that  this  f)  ftcm 
was  exhauftedy  but  that  prudence  and  found  policy  admonifhed  us 
not  to  have  rccourfe  to  it  under  the  prefcnt  circumftances  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  beft  qriterion  of  income,  he  could  not  fee  there 
was  any  more  perfc(3  than  that  of  expenditure  ;  the  moft  ohjcftion- 
ahle  operation  of  the  bill  had  been  duly  attended  to,  and  obviated  in 
the  other  Houfc  of  Parliiment,  and  he  was  glad  to  fee  that  it  had 
been  made  to  fall  fo  lightly  on  the  lower  clafles  of  the  community, 
as  it  greatly  tended  to  make  it  faiisfad^ory  to  the  public  mind.  The 
bill  was  faid  to  be  unpopular  ;  but  all  tax  bills  mud  be  unpopular ; 
and  it  was  much  to  the  honour  of  the  right  honourable  gentleman 
who  propofed  it  that  he  was  not  deterred  by  the  dread  of  unpopula- 
rity from  performing  any  great  and  important  duty,  on  the  per- 
formance of  which  he  was  fure  the  country  would  judge  impar- 
tially, and  favourably  decide.  The  noble  Lord  next  contended, 
that  wliat  the  French  called  our  tyranny  over  the  feas  fliould  be  held 
^sour  chief  pride  and  confolation  ;  it  was  the  juft  dominion  which 
pur  indu(lry  and  our  courage  had  acquired,  and  it  (hould  particu* 
larly  raife  our  hopes  and  our  fpiriis  when  we  looked  to  the  compa- 
rative fituation  of.  our  commerce  with  that  of  the  encmv.  This 
jcomparifqn  (hould  alone  animate  us  to  make  the  great  exertion  that 
i$  now  deemed  fo  neceffary,  and  by  which  alone  we  can  purchnfcfe- 
furjty  to  ourfclves  and  our  poftcrity  ;  and  after  ihefe  facrificcs  and 
fuiferings,  the  MeflTingsof  a  fafcand  honourable  peace.  In  that  vieir 
the  meafure  (hould  l^ve  his  moft  cordial  fupport«- 

Lord  THURLOW  faid,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention 
to  follow  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  la  A,  and  to  canvafs  the  argu- 
ments he  had  adduced  rcfpediing  the  origin  of  (he  war,  its  futfcquent 
prx^refs,  or  ,tl\c  fucceflTcs  or  mifcarriages  with  which  the  condud  of 
it  had  been  attended.  This,  furcly,  was  a  fubje^Sl  that  had  already 
Iwn  fully  and  fati&faifiorily  difcuflTcd.  Neither  could  it  now  be 
matter  of  di(cu(Gon  or  of  doubt  whether,  in  the  perilous  podure  of 
a^irSy  great  a^id  extraordinary  exertions  were  or  were  not  to  be 
made ;  for  that  it  was  neceffary  to  urge  all  our  united  (trcogth  and 
fzxdeavdurs,  was  a  proportion  to  which  he  believed  the  Houfe  and 
the  Country  unanimoudy  acceded.  Did  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
laft  more  accurately  attend  to  the  ufual  mode  of  parliamentary  pro- 
^ecfjing^,  he  ivould  not  have  contended  that  the  unanimous  Addrcfs 
of  both  Hoi^ff s  of  Parliament  that  had  been  carried  to  tlie  Throne 
|?^as  the  (Irongeft  proof  that  the  jufUce  and  neceifity  of  the  war  was 
knpwledged^  and  that  it  (hould  be  farther  profecutcd  with  all  the 
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fpirit  and  energy  which  the  refources  of  the  countiy  enabled  it  to 
exert.  Though  on  thefe  afiertions  the  Addrcfs  alluded  to  might 
fccm  to  fccurc  the  acqaicfc(:n<;e  of  the  Houfe,  yet  in  the  after  ftnges 
of  any  bufincfs  regarding  the  condu£l  and  prpgrcfs  of  the  war,  it  was 
pcrfc(5^1y  competent  for  any  Member  of  Parliament  to  debate  and 
fcrutinixc  every  fubftquent  mcafure  of  that  nature  with  full  as  much 
freedom  as  if  no  fuch  unanimous  Addrcfs  had  prcvioufly  been 
agreed  to.  The  noble  Lord  had  no  need  of  reforting  to  fuch  an 
argument  to  prove  the  ncccfiity  of  continuing  tht  war;  much  more 
urgent  and  ftrongcr  proofs  were  contained  in  the  papers  on  their 
Lordships'  table,  rcfpcdting  the  rupture  of  the  late  negotiation, 
Thefe  papers  proved  the  conduct  of  France  on  that  ocCafion  to  be 
"grofsly  infuhing,  and  abfurd  in  the  extreme.  They  even  feemed  to 
(lirink  fnan  ilic  propofal  or  examination  of  any  terms  whatfoever, 
left  from  their  equitable  and  f-ivourable  nature  they  might  be  com- 
pelled to  accept  them..  It  is  their  language  and  their  conduift  in 
this  import  mr  trani'ad^ion  that,  above  all,  proves  the  nccclTify  of  i 
farther  pn)fccjtion  of  the  war,  and  of  our  adopting,  to  that  efFeft,  the 
mofi  vigorous  means  of  defence. 

As  to  t lie  princi^'lc  and  g'-ncral  operation  of  the  bill  now  under 
their  Lordfliips*  ci.'nfiderarion,  he  was  not  averfc  to  avow  that,  as 
far  as  it  was  an  endeavour  to  raifu  within  the  year  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of -the  fupplics,  it  was  in  his  mind  a  vnfc  and  jx)litic  meafurc, 
provided  it  did  not  grind  the  people  too  feverely.  1  he  operation 
of  the  bill  had  been  rtrongly  objeif^cd  to  by  fome  noble  Lords,  a$ 
tending,  in  many  inftancts,  ta  be  extremely  partial.  He  could  not 
deny  but  that,  in  many  inrtances,  it  might  operate  very  unequally  • 
but  it  fhould  not  be  forgotten  by  their  Lordlliips,  that  in  a  large  and 
comprchenfive  fchemc  of  taxati(;n,  it  was  impoffible  to  alcertain 
with  mathematical  prccifion  what  portion  e.ich  individual  (hould 
pay.  All  fchemes  of  taxation  (hould  moft  undoubtedly  proceed 
on  the  principle  of  an  equal  alTcffment  on  property,  in  payment  of 
that  prote(f>ion  which  Government.  afForded  to  that  property :  the 
great  queftion,  therefore,  wa'«.  Whether  the  beft  criterion  had  been 
adopted,  in  order  to  discover  and  appreciate  the  amount  of  property, 
fo  as  tr>  avoi<l  its  producing  inequality  of  burdens  ?  When  he  con- 
fidcied  this  part  of  the  fdhjt*:^,  it  by  no  means  occurred  to  him, 
neither  did  he  conceive  that  it  would  occur  to  their  Lordfliips,  that 
income  was  a  fair  meafure  of  proj^rty,  efpecially  the  income  of 
profeflTional  men,  and  of  perfons  embarked  in  trade ;  for  the  income 
of  fuch  pcrftjns  mi-ll  always  be  exceedingly  variable ;  they  may 
be  ofrcn  obliged  to  chans^e  f his  year  the  mode  of  living  they  purfued 
the  laft  year  ^  as  a(  one  time  their  trade  and  profits  might  be  ilou- 
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rifiung  4nd  high,  and  at  anoAer  time  fink  almoft  to  nothing.  Their 
income  could  not  therefore  be,  in  any  refpeft,  a  fair  criterion  of  pro- 
perty. Even  if  it  could  be  confidered  as  fuch,  ftill  the  aiTefled 
taxes  (hould  not  be  feledled  as  a  proper  meafure  of  expenditure, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  perfons  in  bufinefs,  who,  from  the  nature 
of  their  calling,  paid  a  confiderable  fum  to  the  afiefifed  taxes,  merely 
for  the  inftruments  of  their  trade,  and  in  order  to  keep  up  the  ap- 
pearance In  life,  which  was  fo  neceflary  to  fecure  the  efteem  and  cor<- 
lideratton  of  the  world.  But  this  was  not  the  objcf^ion  which 
principally  weighed  upon  his  mind,  or  which  he  wiClied  more  efpe- 
cialiy  to  prefs  on  the  attention  of  their  Lordlhips.  For  admitting, 
for  the  fake  of  argument,  that  expenditure  was  the  criterion  of  in- 
come, and  that  the  aflefTcd  taxes  were  a  fair  meafure  of  expenditure, 
ftill  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  upon  what  principle  it  was  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  lad  year  (hould  be  confidcrcd  as  the  exclufive 
criterion  upon  which  a  fair  and  adequate  judgement  was  to  be 
formed  of  the  expenditure  of  future  years.  If  expenditure  was  to 
be  viewed  as  the  general  criterion,  then  the  expenditure  of  every 
year  (hould  be  the  criterion  of  its  income.  This  was  his  opinion 
on  the  fubjedt,  and  at  this  late  hour  he  would  only  prcfume  to  put 
and  repeat  the  queftion — Why,  if  expenditure  was  to  be  the  mea- 
fure of  income,  it  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
future,  as  well  as  the  pad  ? 

Lord  GREN  VILLE  faid,  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged,  contrary 
to  his  expedlation,  to  rife  and  make  a  few  obfcrvations  in  addition 
to  thofe  with  which^hc  had  prefaced  his  motion,  and  in  anfwcr  to 
the  objcdlions  which  had  been  thrown  out  againil  the  bill  by  the 
noble  Lords  who  oppofcd  the  meafure.  And  firft,  he  obferved 
that  the  noble  Duke  had  entirely  miftaken  him  when  he  fuppofed 
that  he  had  alTerted  that  the  Addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  meeting 
of  Parliament  was  a  pledge  for  this  particular  mode  of  fupply  ;  he 
had  in  fa£l  faid  no  fuch  thing,  ncr  did  he  think  it,  but  the  Addrefs 
to  which  l>e  alluded  as  bearing  in  it  a  pledge  of  that  kind,  was  that 
which  was  voted  fome  time  after  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  The 
circumftances  of  the  negotiation  made  the  bafis  of  that  Addrefs ; 
and  on  maturely  weighing  and  examining  them,  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did  folemnly  pledge  thcn^felves 
to  a£l  upon  the  full  fpirit  and  terms  of  that  Addrefs.  It  was  the 
unanimous  aflTcrtioh  of  Parliament.  In  opening  his  motion  for  the 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  he  thought  that  he  could  not  take  better 
or  more  fubilantial  grounds  than  that  Addrefs  ;  and  in  (hiting  it  he 
had  only  paid  the  tribute  of  rtCpcA  that  was  due  to  Parliament. 
Having  fuch  unquedionable  authority  for  his  warranty  the  oueftion 
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<was— Whether  any  more  was  ncceflary  to  the  fupport  of  the  mca- 
furc  ?  If  it  were,  he  hJid  already  ftatcd  it ;  for  it  was  not  true,  as 
the  noble  Duke  had  faid,  that  he  had  grounded  his  motion  (imply 
on  the  Addrcfs  ;  for  he  had,  on  the  contrary,  diftindly  ftated,  and 
he  would  now  repeat  it,  that  the  Commons  z&mg  on  that  principle, 
had,  for  railing  a  fupply,  laid  a  contribution,  not,  as  had  been 
faidy  on  the  lower  orders,  but  in  a  very  light  degree  on  the  middle 
clafles,  and  in  a  gradually  riling  proportion  on  the  higher  orders, 
refting  at  laA  with  much  the  greated  weight  on  the  firll  clafTes  of 
ibciety.  Standing  as  the  meafure  did,  upon  fuch  gfiounds  as  thofe, 
it  had  not  been  at  all  incumbent  upon  him  to  fay  a  word  more  in 
defence  of  it,  till  fome  objedions  were  dated  againft  the  decilion  of 
the  Commons,  whofe  duty  it  peculiarly  was  to  attend  to  buiinefs  of 
finatKe,  and  whofe  means  of  judging  of  the  expediency  of  a  tax, 
and  of  the  detail  of  a  tax  bill,  were  much  greater  and  more  complete 
than  their  Lordlhips  could  poflfibly  have  before  them.  In  dlfcuf-r 
fing  the  bill,  it  was  fomewhat  extraordinary  that  the  noble  Duke 
and  the  learned  Lord  (Thurlow)  were  at  odds,  the  former  difputing 
that  which  the  latter  agreed  did  not  admit  of  a  double ;  namel/, 
that  fome  meafure  of  this  kind  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  meet  the 
bold  hoftility^  the  infidtous  defigns,  and  the  prcfumptuous  preten- 
lions  of  the  enemy.  This  was  not  the  ftatement  of  an  individual, 
who  could  be  faid  to  be  interefted  in  the  fate  of  the  queftion  ;  but 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  authority,  oppofed  to  that  of  the  noble 
Duke  and  of  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  oppofition  of  the  night. 
It  was  therefore  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  great  exertion  ought  to 
be  made  either  iii  the  funding  way  or  in  this  mode ;  but  it  fo  hap- 
pened that  funding  was  a  part  of  this  meafure,  which  comprifed 
both  modes ;  one  great  advantage  of  which  was,  that  it  held  out 
to  the  enemy  the  futility  of  his  only  hope,  and  (hewed  him  tliat 
this  country  had  within  it  not  only  the  means,  but  the  fpirit  and 
determination  to  ufe  them ;  that  they  could  not  only  have  recourfe, 
if  requifite,  to  the  funding  fyftem,  but  that  they  could  alfo  have 
recourfe  to  a  fyftem  which  had  not  been  applied  to  in  any  period  of 
our  hiftory,  or  in  the  bed  times ;  $ind  he  recommended  it  to  thofe 
noble  Lords  who  oppofed  the  bill,  to  conlider  if  there  were  any 
among  them  fo  unprejudiced  as  to  reflect  upon  it  opolly,  that  there 
was  nothing  which  could  be  more  favourable  to  this  country,  or 
more  likely  to  check  the  prefumption  of  the  Fxtnch»  than  that  they 
fhould  fee  that  the  preflfure,  from  which  they  derived  their  hopes 
of  ruining  this  country,  was  not  felt ;  and  that  the  country,  after 
near  two  months  deliberate  inveffigation,  had  adopted  the  plan, 
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and  that  therefore  it  could  not  be  confidercd  as  a  meafure  of  precipi'- 
tation. 

The  noble  Duke  had  made  a  calculation  that  included  hi«?  own 
cafe,  and  had  faid  that  it  would  be  a  meafure  of  better  policy  to 
raifc  the  fum  wanted  by  «  permanent  annuity ;  but  furely  their 
Lordfhips  mufl:  be  aware  that  Parliament,  in  doing  fo,  would  throw 
the  burden  as  much  upon  the  poor  as  upon  the  rich.  This  mode 
of  taxing  the  poor  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  opulent  might 
perhaps  fuit  the  feelings  and  convenience  of  the  noble  Duke,  but 
Parliament,  in  their  wifdom,  would  fpcak  a  better  language,  and 
fay  that  the  y  would  rather  burden  perfons  of  the  fame  clafe  of  the 
noble  Duke  than  let  any  part  of  it  light  upon,  the  indigent.  As  to 
the  objedtion  that  had  been  made  to  the  meafure,  on  the  fuppofition 
that  it  would  create  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue,  it  was  not  more 
applicable  to  this  than  any  other  mode  of  taxation,  for  he  would 
venture  to  affert  that  it  was  impoflible  to  increafc  the  taxes  in  any 
way  without  producing  fome  efFcd  upon  the  revenue.  And  he  put 
to  their  Lordthips  this  queflion,  to  which  he  wiflied  for  an  anfwer — 
•*  Whether,  if  this  plan  did  fuccced,  the  country  would  not  (land 
in  rf  prouder  fituation  than  if  fo  much  money  were  raifed  by  loan  at 
the  price  that  muft  now  be  given  for /it  r " 

The  noble  apd  learned  Lord  had  concurred  in  the  opinion,  that 
the  fum  ought  to  be  raifed  witl.in  the  year,  but  had  difapproved  of 
the  mode  of  raifing  it,  as  the  criterion  which  had  been  taken  would 
make  the  diftribution  of  the  burden  unequal  j  but  certainly  the 
noble  and  learned  Lord  knew  as  well  as  any  one  the  impoflibility  of 
attaining  perfc<S  tlworetic  equality.  No  fyftem  of  taxation  ever  did 
approximate  equality.  The  land  tax,  for  example,  was  never  faid 
or  thought  by  any  body  to  bear  equally  on  all ;  but  yet  it  had  never 
been  objct'^ed  to,  or  thrown  out  upon  that  account.  Would  the 
noble  Duke  fay  that  the  land-tax  bill  ought  not  to  pafs  becaufe  i*  did 
not  bear  equally  upon  every  body  ?  He  challenged  any  noble  Lord 
to  point  out  to  him  a  (ingle  tax  that  did  bear  equally.  There  was 
not  one  ;  no,  nor  fo  much  as  one  :  for  there  was  no  article  whatfo- 
cvcr  that  was  equal  ?n  ncccffiry,  or  equally  ufcd  by  all.  And 
ihould  th'.u  be  mndc  an  objedlion  now,  which  never  was  held  an 
objeflion  before  i  or  (^id  their  Lordfhips  hope  to  get  over  a  diihculty 
now  that  never  had  been  gur  over  before  r  Equality  in  taxation  was 
to  the  full  as  vilionarv  as  any  nther  kind  of  equalitv.  He  :'Uowed 
it  was  true,  as  had  bctn  ftated,  th^r  the  Aflelicd  Taxes  were  no 
certain  criterion  of  income,  nor  income  of  prrptrry.  It  t:  en 
neither  a  tax  founded  on  income  or  on  aiTelfmencs  would  do,  wliat 
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would  their  Lordfhips  fay  of  a  direct  tax  upon  property  ?  How  was 
that  property  to  be  afcertained  ?  Suppofe  it  were  poflibie  to  get  an 
accurate  account  of  property,  did  their  Lordships  refledl  upon  the 
various  ways  in  which  it  might  be  placed,  and  the  incefTant  fludua- 
tions  that  would  baffle  every  attempt  to  apply  the  laws  of  taxation 
to  it  ?  How  then  could  it  bed  be  got  at  ?  By  expenditure  only  ; 
and  if  this  was  a  tax  on  expenditure,  with  certain  falutary  modifi- 
cations and  checks,  it  could  not  be  maintained  to  be  an  objefiion, 
that  it  cannot  eafily  be  comprifed  in  a  fimplc  logical  definition. 

The  noble  Lord  had  afkcd  why  the  criterion  was  taken  according 
to  the  "expenditure  in  1797,  and  not  in  1798  ;  to  this  he  would 
anfwer,  becaufe  in  1797  every  man  laid  his  plan  of  expenditure 
without  any  view  to  taxation,   and  it  was  therefore  the  proper  teft  of 
ability;  whereas,  in  1798,  the  expenditure  would  be  regulated 
not  according  to  the  ability  of  each  peribn,  but  to  his  difpofition  to 
contribute-  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State.     Another  objedion  which 
had  been  ftated  was,  that  the  tax  was  not  voluntary ;  but  he  aiked 
their  Lordfhips,  whether  they  had  ever  heard  fuch  a  principle  main- 
tained, or  ever  fuggefted,  as  that  no  tax  Ihould  be  laid  that  was 
not  voluntary  ?  indeed,  fuch  a  principle  would  be  fo  much  at  va- 
riance with  pradlice,  that  it  could  not  fubfifi ;  for  no  cafe  could  be 
fuppofed,  or  did  exift,  in  which  a  tax  could  be  voluntary.     And 
as  to  the  objedions  which  had  been  made  on  the  fubjeA  of  calling 
for  a  difclofure  of  property,  it  was  one  which  would  apply  at  leaft 
in  as  great  a  degree  to  any  of  the  modes  propofed  by  the  noble  Lords. 
Every  objeAion  which  had  been  ftarted,  applied  as  ftrongly  to  the 
funding  fyflem  as  to  this  ;  their  Lordihips  would  fee,  that  borrow- 
ing this  money,  would  tend  to  create  a  farther  lowering  of  the  funds, 
and  would  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  be  forcing  upon  the  holders  of 
ftock  a  heavy  lofs  by  the  ftrong  hand  of  compullion.     Three  6b- 
jedtions  had  been  made  to  this,  every  one  of  which  applied  to  every 
other  plan,  but  the  funding,  more  than  to  this  ;  and  two  of  them 
applied  to  the  funding  plan  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  this.     The 
obje<Siicn  which  had  been  made  on  account  of  the  dealer  of  fmall 
capital  vaniflied,  becaufe  fuch  a  dealer  would  not  come  within  the 
provifions  ef  the   aS.     The   fmall  farmer,  too,  was  entirely  ex- 
empted, and  the  large  farmer  was  to  pay   no  more  than  twice 
the  amount  he  now  paid,  and  Aie  intermediate  farmers  paid  only 
in  proportion. 

The  noble  Duke  and  the  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  had  cla(hed  moft 
violently  in  their  opinions^— the  former  had  declared  it  to  be  hit 
opinion  that  the  fubjedt  (hould  not  be  taken  up  as  a  party  queftion  ; 

while  the  latter  had  infified  that  it  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  mode 
Vni .  IV.  ±  O 
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of  pufliing  Minifters  from  office  by  ftopptng  the  fuppliesy  and  had, 
in  order  to  fix  criminality  on  Miniftcrs,  fiated  certain  declarations, 
fuppofcd  to  be  made  by  them  refpe£\ing  the  object   of  the  war. 
While  he  congratulated  the  Houfe  upon  the  acceffion  to  his  feat  of 
a  young  nobleman  who  pro  mi  fed  fo  fairly  to  be  an  ornament  to  it, 
he  could  not  help  (liying,  thjit  he  fliould  rather  expei^ed  to  have 
heard  a  (latement  of  thofe  declarations  from  fome  Lord  who  had 
been  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time  they  were  fuppofcd  to  have  been  made. 
He  did  not  much  wonder  that  the  idea  of  Minifters  having  plunged 
the  country  into  war,  affcrtcd  fo  frequently  as  it  had  been,  and  re- 
iterated daily  in  the  pul>iic  prints,  (hould  have  made  a  deep  im- 
prefTion  upon  the  noble  Lord,  endowed,  as  he  feemed  to  be,  with 
all  the  warmth  pf  youthful  imagination :  but  how  far  that  charge 
was  true  was  now  put  beyond  the  reach  of  contcft  by  the  American 
Declarations.      If  any  man  ftill  entert-iincd  a  doubt  upon  the  fub- 
jc£l,  let  him  read  a  pamphlet  written  by  Mr.  Hopper,  an  American, 
wherein  he  will  find  how  the  French  had  fallen  upon  this  and  upon 
every  other  country.    He  knew  no  fubje<Sl  which  more  fully  (hewed 
the  principles  of  France  than  her  condud  to  America.      In  the 
profenions  of  France  to  America,  in  the  partiality  of  America  to 
France,  and  in  the  return  made  for  that  partiality,  it  might  be 
feen  that  France  uniformly  adled  on  the  fame  principle  there  as  in 
Europe.     He  faid,  that  not  a  fingle  day  paiTed  over  which  did  not 
open  fome  fre(h  proof  of  the  long  lurking  mifchievous  defigns  of 
France  ;  but  in  the  book  of  Mr.  Hopper  a  faft  is  dated  which,  if 
all  the  reft  of  the  condudt  of  France  could  be  done  away,  would  be 
concluiive :— viz.  That  long  before  the  war,  mcafures  were  taken 
by  France  to  excite  America  to  hoftility  againrt  England.     And 
his  Lordfliip  declared,  that  there  was  not  a  day  in  which  the  courfe 
of  his  bufinefs  did  not  open  to  him  fome  new  proof  of  the  wicked 
defigns  of  France.     It  was  not  more  tlian  twenty-four  hours  ago 
he  had  (tumbled  upon  fome  letters  (poflTibly  they  might  yet  he  pro- 
duced) which  contained  irrtfiftible  proof,  from  perfoas  of  ofxicial 
capacity,  to  the  above  cfFedl ;  fome  frotn  ^  noble  Lord  then  on  the 
Continent  (Lord  Auckland)  were  among  the  number.     But  he  af- 
fured  the  noble  Lord  that  he  was  moft  egregioufly  mi(hken,  if  he 
fuppofcd  Minilters  had  ever  (lated  that  the  object  of  the  war  was 
the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  or  the  fupport  of  their  Allies  merely  ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was,  that  the  enemy  had,  by  various  attacks  on 
our  Allies,  induced  the  neccdity  of  our  taking  up  arms,  and  would 
perhaps  have  driven  us  to  the  neceiTity  of  declaring  war,  if  he  had 
not  anticipated  the  p  .int,  by  attacking  us,  and  interfering  in  tbt 
iiUv  /id  i)olioy  of  this  :<juntfy. 
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The  noble  Baron  (Holland),  he  obfcrved,  had  advifed  the  Houfe 
to  fufpend  the  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  and  the  noble  Duke  fell  in  with 
an  explanation,  advifing  to  fufpend  it  until  a  pledge  was  given  to 
the  Houfe  and  the  Country  of  a  radical  Reform  ;  that  is  to  fay,  a 
Reform  of  Parliament,  and  of  fuppofed  abufcs  in  this  country  ;  and 
a  Reform  of  Parliament,  a  dereli6)ion  of  the  fyftem  of  coercion, 
and  a  grant  of  their  jiid  rights  to  the  People  of  Ireland  ;  a  propofal 
of  no  lefs  magnitude  than  thaf,  with  the  enemy  at  our  gates,  we ' 
Wtrc  to  fufpend  all  fupplies  and  (lop  all  means  of  relifiance,  until  a 
reform,  or  a  pledge  of  reform,  was  granted.      If  indeed  the  Houfe* 
withheld  fupplies  till  then,  reform  would  come,  accompanied  by 
the  arms  of  the  enemy,  who  has  faid  plainly  that  he  relies  upon  our 
divifions  in  England,  and  intends  to  come,  in  order  to  produce  a 
reform,  that  is  to  fay,  a  revolution  in  this  country.     The  noble 
and  youthful  Lord,  he  faid,  had  a  warm  imagination  ;   but  he 
wiflicd  to  know  what  pledge  he  meant ;  who  was  it  that  could  take 
upon  him  to  pledge  the  Parliament  of  England  to  abandon  their 
principles,  and  give  up  the.  country  a  prey  to  France  r   But  if  any 
men  were  found  fo  defperate  as  to  oHcr  a  pledge  for  this  Parliament^ 
who  in  that  Houfe  could  venture  to  pledge  the  Parliament  of  Ire- 
land to  fubvcrt  the  government  of  that  country,  to  break  it  off  fixjin 
England,  and  to  deftroy  individual  fecurity  of  life  and  property  in 
that  country  ?  But  befides  all  this,  he  intreated  their  Lordfliips  to 
confider  what  extravagant  imi^ropriety  it  would  be  in  them  to  agree 
with  cither  the  noble  Duke  or  the  noble  Lord.     The  Houfe  of 
Commons,  the  Conditutional  guardians  of  the  People's  purfe,  has 
faid  to  the  King,  •*  We  will  give  you  a  fupply  to  enable  you  to  rc- 
fift  the  enemy  ;"  but  the  Lords  fay,  "  No  ;  you  (hall  not  get  iKill 
you  give  a  pledge  to  overthrow  the  Government."     He  exhorted 
the  nolile  Lords  to  con(ider  the  quellion  maturely  ;  and  he  afked 
them,  vvliether  all  who  wi(hed  for  reform  were  agreed  as  to  the  mode 
of  it  ?  He  believed  not ;  he  would  not  injure  the  noble  LordJb  far 
as  to  fuppofe  that  he  for  one  meant  the  fame  kind  of  reform  propofed 
by  the  Correfponding  Society  ;  perhaps  it  did  not  occur  to  the  nc^le 
Lord,  that  it  was  nece(fary  to  determine  what  was  meant  by  radical 
reform  before  he  pledged  himfclf  for  it. 

He  faid,  he  truiled  that  the  Lords  and  the  Parliament  had  a 
'pledge  among  themfclves  of  a  very  oppofite  nature,  namely,  that 
they  would  maintain  the  Conftitution  unimpaired  and  inviolate- 
he  iru(ted  that  the  Sovereign  was  refolved  to  prefer ve  it  alfo,  and 
that  the  people  at  large  were  not  lefs  refolved  than  either,  and  that 
they  would  never  forget  one  leading  truth— that  to  change  the  fyftem 
ot  ieprefcntation  would  be  nothing  ihorc  of  revolution.     If  Furlia* 
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ment  could  fo  far  betray  their  conftitucnts  and  the  country  as  to  agree 

to  a  transfer  of  the  rights  of  elc6lion  from  thofe  who  now  poflefs 

them  to  the  people,  did  any  man  think  it  would  (top  there»  or  at  all 

(bort  of  pullir^  down  the  Con(titution»  which  has  been  eftabliflicd 

for  ages,  to  fet  up  the  crude,  vifionary  theories  of  modem  refbrmers 

in  its  ftead  ?  Would  they  not  be  told,  as  they  were  told  in  France, 

**  You  have  done  nothing — ^you  call  this  reform,  but  nothing  is 

**  reform  that  falls'  fliort  of  univerfal  fufFrage."     The  parti/:ans 

of  which  faid  univerfal  fufirage  were  infinitely  more  numerous 

than  thofe  of  moderate  reform  ;  and  fo  far   from  their  Lordfhips 

pledging  themfelvcs  to  a  radical  reform,  he  hoped  they  would  pafs 

this  billy  and  grant  the  fupplies,\if  for  no  other  reafon,  at  leaft  as  a 

means  of  topping  the  progrefs  of  a  radical  reforih. 

Lord  THURLOW,  in  explanation,  faid,  that  he  had  explicitly 
declared  his  fenciments,  that  great  and  vigorous  exertions  were  ne* 
oeffary  to  meet  the  important  criiis  of  the  prefcnt  day,  and  he  would 
be  proud  to  fupport  every  proper  and  wife  mcafure  of  defence  ;  but 
he  continued  to  think,  that  though  heavy  taxes  mud  be  laid  on  the 
exigency,  it  was  by  no  means  clear  that  the  prefcnt  mcafure  was 
either  wife  or  prudent.     A  plan  unequal,  and  that  in  irsclfenoe  and 
charader  departed  from  the  eflential   qualities  of  a  juft  mcafure  of 
taxation,  was  not  the  wny  of  procuring  an  adequate  defence.      He 
liad  heard  no  fufficient  anfwer  to  his  obic6tion,  that  it  was  unfair  to 
take   the  meafure  of  expenditure  in  1797  for  our  ability  to  oon- 
tribute  in  1798  — and  he  could  not  admit  the  argumrnt  of  the  n(44c 
Lord,  that  becaufe  men  might  alter  their  eftabH(hmcnts  in  fpite  or 
in  evafion,  the  tax  muft  be  fo  taken.     Thofe  who  formed  their 
eftablifliments  after  the  year  17979  would  of  cotirfe  form  them  in  the 
view  of  this  aflTeflment,   and  there  was  obvious  inequality  on  the 
face  of  it.     Another  argument,  that  of  the  dccreafe  of  the  other 
taxes,  had  not  been  anfwered.      It  had  been  faid,  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  feven  millions  to  be  raifed  by  the  tax  would  ferve  to  keep  up 
'    the  permanent  revenue.     This  was  a  moft  delulive  idea.    Accord- 
ing to  this,  if  thirty  millions  were  to  be  raifed  inftead  of  feven,  the 
revenue  would  be  a  gainer  in  its  eifedls  on  confumption ;  but  the 
H&  was  known  to  be  otherwife.  '   Was  it  all  to  be  expended  in 
the  country,  was  it  all  to  be  expended  in  that  courfe  which  for- 
tified and  promoted  induf^ry  ?     He  mud  continue  to  think,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  an  unadvifed  meafure. 

Lord  HOLLAND,  in  a  fhort  but  very  ftrong  and  pointed 
fpeech  of  reply,  animadverted  on  the  arguments  of  the  noble  Se- 
cretary of  State.  At  fo  late  an  hour,  he  (kid,  he  would  not  detain 
their  Lordlhtps,  but  he  muft  take  notice  of  fome  cxpieffions  of  the 
noble  Secretarv.  which  had  h#4n  ntht^r  t^riAnallv  ixAAr^it^A  fn  him. 
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In  regard  to  bis  declaration  about  tbe  prefcnt  exigency  of  our  affairs, 
and  the  neccflTiry  of  vigorous  exertions,  no  perfon  felt  more  iincerely, 
nor  had  cxprcffcd  more  warmly  his  convid^ion,  than  he  had  done, 
of  the  ncccffity  of  fuch  exertions.  It  vas  his  feeling  on  this  fubjcft 
that  had  given  rife  to  the  obfervations  that  he  had  ventured  to  make 
on  a  meafure  which,  fo  far  from  being  a  mcafure  of  ftrength,  was  a 
mcafure  of  wcaknefs ;  fo  far  from  holding  forth  the  premtfe  of  vi- 
gour,^ was  as  delafive  in  point  of  real  refource,  as  it  was  grinding 
in  its  operation.      He  had  faid  that   he   would  give   his  cheerful 
affent  to  a  welUdigclled  plan  of  taxation  that  (hould  be  voluntary, 
the  only  genuine  iburce  of  fupply  ;  and  that  he  propofed  to  fufpend 
this  feeble,  as  well  as  unjud  meafure,  in  order  that  they  might  have 
time  to  devife  a  more  equal  and   more  eflPeftual  means  of  railing 
the  fum  ncccffary  to  the  occafions  of  the  year,  as  well  as  of  making 
the  fupply  effedual  to  its  purpofe  when  raifed.     All  the  latter  part 
of  the  noble  Lord's  fpcech  had   been   direded   particularly  againft 
what  he  had  advanced  with  refpcct  to  a  pledge,  and  was  indeed  aa 
attack  made  upon  him   for  that  expreflTion-      It  would  have  been 
well  if  the  noble  Lord  bad  been  pleafed  to  ftate  corrc6tly  the  expref- 
fion  to  which  he  had  been  given  fo  loud  and  fo  lofty  an  anfwcr.    He 
hardly  thought  it  poiTiblc  that  words  fo  fimplc  could  have  been  fo 
mifinterpretcd,  or  mifundcrftood.      In  the  pledge  that  he  was  dcfi* 
rous  of  obtaining  he  had  ufcd  no  ambiguous,    and  no  undefined 
terms.      He  had  ftated  *corrt(5tly  what  he  wanted—  namely,  the  dif- 
miflfal  of  His   Majcfty's  prefent  Minidcrs,  as  a  preliminary  to  the 
appointment  of  men  in  whom  the  nation  could  have  juft  confidence 
for  the  reftoration  of  their  right Aind  for  a  fyftem  of  Adminif^ration 
founded  lupon  Parliamentary  Reform.     This  expreflion  was  fuffi- 
ciently  clear  and  intelli^hle,  one  would  think,  to  every  noble  Lord ; 
it  was  not  new  latvguage  in  this  country  ;  yet  out  of  this  the  noble 
Lord  had  made  a  vehement  appeal  to  their  L^rdfhips  on  the  funda- 
mental change  that  was  to  be  made  on  the  viral  fyftem  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  Government.     And,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  he  had  called 
in  the  alarni  alfo  of  meddling  with  the  Parliament  of  Ireland^     In 
the  moment  of  tlie  (jifcontents  of  that  kingdorn,  was  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  to  be  called  upon  to  unfay  all  that  they  had  faid,  and  to 
concede  Parliamentary  Reform  after  declaring  that  it  would  be  fatal 
to  the  Government  of  that  country  ?    Now  wlyit  wasthefadt  with 
refpc6l  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  on  this  fubje£^  ?     All  their 
Lordfhips  knew  that  after  having  kicked  over  their  bar  the  petitions 
of  the  people  praying  for  Catholic  emancipation,  the  petitioners  had 
gone  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne  with  their  reprefentations,  not  to  His 
Majefty 'ft  Mioilkrs  }  and  tbe  conicquence  of  their  petitions  was. 
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an  inftruflion  ferrt  out  to  grant  the  relief  which  was  prayed  for.  Ac- 
cordingly the  felf-fame  Parliament  that  had  rejed^cd  the  petitions 
with  fo  much  fcorn,  this  jealous  Parlinment,  did  refolve  that  a  Rc- 
fbrm  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  would  be  a  wife  and  falu- 
tary  meafurc.  Lord  Holland  faid,  he  was  fcnfible  that  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  Parliamentary  Reform,  much  Icfs  any  allufion  to  Ireland, 
was  tK)t  ftriflly  in  order  this  night,  but  the  noble  Lord  had  made  it 
neceifary  for  him  to  fay  fo  much.  The  noble  Secretary  haj!  drawn 
forth  a  dreadful  charge  againft  him,  that  he  wanted  to  change  the 
fundamental  bafis  of  the  BritiHi  Conftitution,  as  if  he  had  reviled 
]t»  and  faid  it  "was  not  a  good  and  a  happy  Con(\itution  for  a  rational 
people  to  live  under.  Now,  he  certainly  had  not  faid  one  word 
againft  the  Conftitution.  It  was  a  generous  maxim,  and  which  he 
(hould  always  purfue — "  de  mortuis  nil  niji  bonum  ;"  he  would  "never 
fpcak  ill  of  the  dead.  The  fort  of  argument  that  the  noble  Lord 
had  ufed  reminded  him  of  fome  humorous  verfes  by  one  of  our  bcft 
poets  (Prior) : 

.    «*  Thus  Harlequin  cxtoU'd  his  ho^ft, 
•*  Fit  for  the  road,  the  race,  the  courfe : 
•«  One  fault  he  had, — a  fault  indeed ! 
•'  And  what  was  that— /i^^  horfc  nuas  dead^* 

So  of  the  genuine  Conftitution  of  England  :— it  had  every  excellent 
quality  that  could  endear  it  to  a  rational  or  a  free  people  ;  but  alas 
it  was  no  lont^cr  in  exiftence.  What  he  wanted,  and  he  had  cx- 
prefled  himfelf  in  clear  language,  was  to  revive  that  Conftitution  in 
its  purity,  and  the  mean«;  w.is  not  by  any  innovating  courfe,  but  by 
rcftoring  to  the  people  a  jull  reprefentation  in  Parliament.  In  doing 
this,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  fayin;;  that  the  fix-cies  of  reform  which 
had  been  accurately  dcfcribcd  in  another  place  met  with  his  perfe6k 
concurrence. 

The  Diikc  of  BEDFORD  congratuhtcd  Miniftcrs  on  their  full 
poflcflion  of  thrir  anticnt  talents  iFor  mifreprefcntation.  When  his 
youn^and  nohlc  friend  hjd  fern  as  much  of  them  us  lie  had  done,  he 
woula  not  be  aftonirtud  at  their  fuccefs  in  the  art.  He  could  not 
avoid  remarking  how  they  cheered  the  Houfc  with  their  ufual  in- 
veAives  ajMind  the  French  Government  at  the  ver^  moment  when 
theyalledged  the  inventive  of  the  French  Government  againft  ours 
as  a  proof  of  thfir  decphoftility,  and  of  their  determined  indifpoli- 
tion  to  peace.  The  noble  Duke  then  replied  to  the  anfwer  which 
had  bLcn  ftivcn  to  his  own  reafoning.  He  had  admitted  the  nc* 
ccftity  of  great  exertions,  and  fo  had  his  noble  friend  ;  and,  becaufc 
they  were  fo  inclined,  they  wiihed  to  put  tlie  fupplics  into  vigorous 
hands.     He  had  objected  to  the  prefent  plan,  becaufe  it  would  be  of 
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advantage  to  no  pcrfon  ;  and  he  had  cxprcfsly  contended  that  more 
ought  to  be  exa'(5tcd  from  the  liighrf^  ranks.  The  proportion  to  be 
required  from  the  richer  orders  was  not  in  proportion  to  that  which 
was  taken  from  thofe  between  30I.  and  50I.  a  year.  Yet  the 
noble  Secretary  had  faid,  that  he  was  pleading  his  own  cauft,  bc- 
caufe  he  had  faid,  that  railing  the  fupply  by  a  ftmd  was  preferable  to 
this.  How  could  the  noble  Lord  juftify  this  infinuation  ?  The 
proportions  would  be  equal  the  one  way  or  the  other  j  and  if  the 
aiTelTment  was  fairly  made,  as  he  contended  it  ought  to  be  on  the 
higher  orders,  without  anv  particular  allufion,  he  might  be  permitted 
to  fay^  that  his  (hare  of  the  burden  would  be  found  among  the 
higheft. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  affured  the  noble  Duke,  that  he  had  mit 
taken  his  argument.  He  meant  only  to  (hew,  that  to  bring  the 
fupply  within  the  year  neceffarily  fell  heavier  in  proportion  on  the 
higher  orders  than  a  tax  of  a  permanent  nature. 

The  Houfc  divided — Contents  50,  Proxies  23—73.  Non- 
Contents  6.     Majority  67. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  faid,  as  the  Houfe  had  determined 
to  raifc  this  fum  by  this  means,  the  next  ftep,  in  his  mind,  was,  to 
confider  into  whofe  hands  the  fupply  had  been  given.  He  thought 
that,  confident  with  national  fafety,  the  defence  of  the  country  ought 
not  to  be  trufted  to  His  Majefty's  prefcnt  Miniftcrs.  He  thought 
a  day  ought  not  to  be  loft  in  moving  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King  to 
difmifs  them  from  his  Councils  for  ever:  butthe  thin  attendance 
of  Lords  on  this  day  convinced  him  that  he  could  not  immediately 
look  for  an  attendance  equal  to  the  importance  of  the  dif(;uflion.  He 
would  therefore  move  that  their  Lordfhips  be  fummoned  for  that 
day  fortnight,  to  confider  of  an  addrefs  for  the  removal  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Miniftcrs. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  faid,  that  he  could  not  dilate  to  the 
noble  Duke  what  day  to  chufe  for  a  motion  ;  but  on  that  day  Par- 
liament would  not  be  fitting.  He  muft  therefore  give  his  nc^tive 
to  the  motion. 

The  Duke  of  BEDFORD  faid,  that  in  an  exigency  of  fuch 
importance.  Parliament,  in  his  mind,  would  ncgle£t  their  duty  if 
they  agreed  to  adjourn.  He  muft  therefore  perfift  in  his  motion, 
which  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  Peers  who  divided  againft  the  affeflcd-tax  bill  were, 

Duke  of  Bedford,  Earl  of  Oxford,    v 

Earl  of  Bessborough,  Lord  Holland, 

Earl  of  F£T£RB0R0UGH,  Lord  Kikg. 


J 
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Wcinejiaj^  January  lO- 
The  bill  for  increaling  the  aflefled  taxes  was  reported. 

PROTEST. 

The  queftion  was  put,  that  this  bill  be  committed.  It  was 
carried  in  the  afErmative. 

DISSENTIENT, 

Becaufe,  We  conceive  that  in  the  prefent  c^tcumftances  no  grant  of 
money  by  Parliament,  can  alone  be  lufficient  to^extricate  the  country 
from  its  alarming  and  critical  fituation.  *' 

When  the  exigencies  of  the  State  are  fuch^.as  to  dmand  large  fupplies 
from  the  people,  our  doty  is  not  confined  to  tBc  bare  c^iidcration  of  the 
neceflity  of  tiie  cafe,  or  the  mode  of  levying  tl^e  money. — ^We  are  not, 
from  the  preflure  of  circum dances^  and  the  approach  of  danger,  haftilv 
to  concur  in  laying  additional  burthens  on  our  fellow- fubjc&,  without 
infuring  to  the  public  a  wife  application  of  the  money  fo  railed,  and 
without  due  precautions  for  directing  the  efforts  of  the  people  to  their  only 
kgitimate  objc6,  the  benefit  of  the  community.  A  negledt  of  this,  the 
rood  imponant  of  all  parliamentary  duties,  muft  produce,  and  in  our  opi-^ 
nions,  it  has  already  produced,  confequcnces  the  moft  fata^  to  the  .dignity 
of  the  Nation,  the  liability  of  the  Government,  and  the  interefts  (n  the 
People.  In  the  unconditional  compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  '£xe-  < 
cutive  Government  again  propofed  as  the  remedy,  we  perceive  the  real 
and  fatal  fource  of  the  evil. — Year  after  year  His  Majefty's  Minifters  have 

f  rounded  their  application  to  rarliamcnt  upon  the  urgency  of  the  occa- 
on,  and  the  extraordinary  exigencies  of  the  State.  I^o  fati&fy  their  de- 
mands, to  enable  them  to  encounter  the  dangers,  and  remove  the  diffi- 
culties in  which  we  were  involved,  every  article  of  luxury  or  convenience 
have  been  taxed,  the  refources  of  the  country  has  been  exhaufted,  and 
fums  unparalleled  in  hiflory,  have  been  entrufted  to  their  difpofal;  yet, 
year  after  year  the  occafion  has  become  more  urgent,  the  exigencies  more 
preffing,  the  difficulties  more  alarming,  and  the  dangers  more  immediate. 
The  fecurity  of  the  nation  has  been  Ihaken  in  the  fatne  proportion  as  the 
profperity  of  the  country  has  been  impaired,  external  danger  has  kept 
pace  with  internal  diftreis,  and  the  exertions  which  have  impoverifhed 
the  people,  and  (haken  our  credit,  have  purchafed  nothing  but  ibe  lofs  of 
national  honour,  the  defection  of  allies,  and  the  failure  of  every  great 
obje^  of  the  war. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  aided  by  grants, 
lavifhed  b^ond  the  example  of  the  (noft  improvident  times,  affifted  by 
the  moft  powerful  monarchs  of  Europr«  has  proved  infuffictent  in  the 
hands  of  Minifters  to  fecure  the  bleffin  i;s  of  peace,  or  even  to  avert  the 
prV^fent  awful  circumflances  of  the  conntnry,  it  feems  inconiittcnt  with  rca- 
fon  to  expeA  that  the  painful  efforts  off  an,  empire,  whole  means  are  ex- 
haafled  by  taxati  n,  whofe  fpirirs  are  damped  by  failure,  and  whofe 
atfe^ions  are  in  part  alienated  by  oppr«f(Iion,  can,  with<*ur  a  iiagte  ally, 
under  the  diredion  of  the  fame  men ,  relift  with  eff-ft,  a  powerful  and 
exafperated  enemy,  elated  with  fucct;ls,  ftxengthcncd  by  con^ueil,  and 
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lappnr  ted  by  the  united^  powers  of  Holland  and  of  Spain.  In  this  fituation 
oiaifairs,  to  perfevere  in  the  fyftein  which  has  produced  it,  to  confide  in 
the  Miniflers  who,  with  t)ie  aid  of  fo  many  millions,  have  been  unable  to 
aTerrit,  evinces,  in  our  opinion,  a  total  difregard  of  the  common  maxims 
of  pru  icnce,  a  wanton  rejection  of  the  leflbns  of  experience,  and  a  detcr- 
roincii  nr^lc^t  of  the  moft  important  of  Our  parliamentary  duties.  Under 
the  pcrluafion,  therefore,  that  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  now  threat- 
ened, are  the  refult  of  force,  diiedled  to  objeds  at  once  imprad^icable  and 
foreign  to  the  intertills  of  this  countiy ;  that  they  are  the  necefTary  confe- 
qucnces  of  a  mifapplicaiion  of  the  public  money,  and  the  natural  fruits  of 
the  incapacity  and  profufion  of  thofe  to  whom  it  has  been  improvidently 
entruiled,  we  deemed  it  our  duty  not  to  fandlion  any  grant  to  the  Execu- 
tive Gover.iment  until  a  pledge  was  given  to  the  Houfe,  by  the  removal 
of  His  Majedy's  iVlinifters,  of  a  complete  alteration  in  his  councils.  We 
held  it  neither  juft  to  impofe,  nor  reafonable  to  require  any  additional 
facrifices  from  our  fellow- lubjedls,  until  fome  profped  was  held  out  to  the 
people  of  a  reforjn  of  that  Houfe  which  had  granted,  and  a  cenfure  of 
thole  Minifters  who  had  laviOied  foms  fo  enormous,  without  any  benefit 
^efulting  to  the  community.  We  thought  tliat  while  His  Majcfty's  affair! 
were  conduced  by  thofe  who  originally  engaged  in  this  calamitous  conteft, 
and  who  can  neither  carry  on  war  or  negotiation  with  honour,  advantage, 
6r  fuccefs,  no  grant  of  money  by  Parliament,  no  facrifices  on  the  part  of 
the  people,  could  afford  a  reafonable  hope  that  the  bleilings  of  peace  would 
be  (peedily  reflored,  or  permanently  fecured.  We  imagined,  that  until 
fome  earned  was  given  of  a  radical  alteration  of  tfie  fydem  of  terror  and 
coercion  in  Ireland,  of  the  repeal  of  the  two  fiills,  the  one  entitled  '*  An 
A^  for  the  Safety  and  Prefervation  of  His  Majefty*s  Pcrfon  and  Govern- 
ment againft  Treafonable  and  Seditions  Pra^ices  and  Attempts,"  and  the 
other  entitled  **  An  Aft  for  the  more  effcftually  preventing  Seditious 
Meetings  and  Aflemblies,"  of  economy  in  public  expenditure,  and  dimi- 
nution of  the  enormous  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Crown,  we  were 
not  warranted  in  expedUng  that  coearful  co-operation  of  the  people,  which 
bein?at  once  the  indication  and  refult  of  a  reciprocal  confidence  between 
the  Government  and  the  governed,  can  only  be  redored  by  the  reftoration 
of  the  andent  and  happy,  praftice  of  a  Conftitution  undi^gured  by  coer- 
ctve  laws — of  a  Parliament  fpeakinjr  the  fenfe  of  the  People— and  a  Minif- 
try  dependent  on  the  voice  of  the  Parliament. 

Bccaufe  it  appears  to  us  that  any  attempt  to  raife  the  fupplies  within 
the  year,  in  the  prefcnt  exhauAed  ftate  of  the  country,  muft  oe  attend6l 
with  the  greateft  difficulty  and  danger. 

fiecaufe  were  we  to  allow  that  the  principle  of  raifiae  the  fupplies  by 
contribution,  inftead  of  loan,  wasjuft,  wife,  and  expedient,  yet  under  the 
prefent  Minifters,  it  would  appear  to  us  attended  with  the  utmoft  danger, 
as  the  real  expences  of  the  year  have  generally  exceeded  by  nearly  one  half 
their  calculation ;  and  thus  any  regulations  for  the  equal  diftnbution  of 
the  burden  which  were  adopted  opon  the  firft  calculation^  might  be  ten* 
deted  ineffedluai  by  fubfequent  and  more  extenfive  demands. 

Becaofe  if  the  Bill  is  intended  as  a  tax  upon  expenditure,  its  retrofpee- 
tive  operation  is  arbitrary  and  cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  altogether  re- 
pugnant to  the  ufages  of  our  anceftors,  the  faith  of  civilized  govern- 
ments, and  the  common  diftatcs  of  humanity  and  juftice.  If  it  is  intended 
m  a  tax  apon  income,  in  oar  opinion  the  criterion  propofod  is  obje^on- 
mUU  and  inadequate  j  aad,  above  all,  as  income  is  of  various  defcriptions^ 
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fomedmet  arifing  from  permanent  and  difpoiable  capital,  fometimea  from 
precarious  or  temporary  pofleffions,  and  fonpetimes  from  labour,  talents  or 
indnftry,  we  deem  any  attempt  to  proportion  the  barthen  to  the  income, 
in  itfelS"  nnjuft,  unequal  and  impolitic.  If  it  is  intended  aa  a  tax  apon 
property,  neither  in  the  original  criterion,  viz*  the  AiTeifed  Taxes  of  1 797, 
nor  in  the  propofed  relief,  do  we  recognize  any  juft  principles  of  taxation*, 
or  {^erceiTC  any  fair  or  adequate  method  fuggefted  for  the  impartial  diUri^ 
bution  of  the'  burthen. 

Becaafethe  relief  propofed  to  thofe  who  may,  by  the  increafe  of  their 
AfleiTed  Taxes,  be  liable  to  pay  more  than  the  tenth  of  their  income,  re- 
quires a  difclofure  of  their  pecuniary  circumftances,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  cui^ms  and  prejudices  of  Englifhmea,  and  repugnant  to  the  princi« 
pies  of  the  Confticution ;  and  which  to  perfons  engaged  in  commerce  or 
trade,  rojill  be  attended  with  yet  greater  inconveniences  than  the  payment 
of  more  than  the  tenth  of  their  income.  Furthermore,  this  regulation 
appears  to  us  an  iadireA  breach  of  the  faith  fo  often  and  fo  ucrcdly 
pledged  to  the  ftock-holder,  for  fhould  the  whole  of  the  income  of  any 
individual  claimine;  this  relief  confifl  in  a  dividend  upon  ftock,  a  tenth 
of  that  income  is  immediately  facrificed,  and  the  dividend,  in  violation 
of  the  faith  of  the  Parliament  and  the  nation,  diminilhed  one-tenth  by  the 
intervention  of  Government. 

fiecaufe  the  operation  of  this  Bill  is  not  confined  to  a  definite  period  of 
time,  but  by  the  mod  wanton  violation  of  juftice,  remains  in  full  force  till 
a  certain  fumis  produced;  thusexadin?  from  the  honeft  the  deficienciA 
which  may  have  been  occafioned  by  accidental  circumftances,  by  the  de- 
figns  or  the  diftrefs  of  individuals,  by  the  favour  or  the  negled  of  the 
coIle^on. 


HOLLAND. 
OXFORD, 


Thurfday^  yanuarj  it. 


The  new  aiTeflcd-tax  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and  pafled. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  gave  notice,  that  he  would  to. 
morrow  move,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the 
amount  of  the  aifeflcd  taxes  paid  by  Peers,  in  order  to  (hew  t»  what 
extent  their  Lordfliips  (hould  contribute  under  the  new  afiefied- 
tax  bill. 

I-iord  CARRINGTON  gave  notice,  that  he  (hould  to-morrovr 
move  that  an  account  of  fuch  volumary  contributions  at  might  be 
made  by  their  LordQiips,  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 

Lord  GRENVILLE  brought  down  to  the  Houfe  the.fidlowipg 
meifage  from  His  Majefty : 

G.  R. 

His  Majefty  thinks  proper  io  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  that  his 
Majcfiy  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations  rwde^  €tnd  num^ 
fur&s  taken  in  France ^  apparently  in  purfaance  of.  a  defign  cpefdj  09d 
repeatedly  profeffed  of  attempting  the  invafion  (f  theft  kingdoms.      ' ' 
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His  Majijiy  is  firmly  perjuadedy  that  by  the  zeaTj  courage  and  ex" 
ertians  of  his  fubjt6isy  J^^uggling  for  tvhattuer  is  mofl  dear  to  them^ 
fuch  an  enterprize^  if  attempted^  will  terminate  in  the  confujion  and 
ruin  of  ihofe  who  may  be  engaged  in  it.  But  His  Majejiyy  in  his 
anxious  concern  for  tbefafetyand  welfare  of  his  faithful  people^  feels  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  omit  no  fuitable  precaution  which  may  contribute  to 
their  defence. 

His  Hajefiy^  therefore ^  in  purfuance  to  the  aQ  paffed  for  providing 

for  the  augmentation  of  the  militia ^  has  thought  it  right  to  mate  this 

communication  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords  %  to  the  end^ '  that  His  Majejiy  may 

caufe  the  faid  militia^  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  he  Jhall  think  neceffary^ 

to  be  drawn  out  and  embodied^  and  to  majrch  as  occafton  Jhall  require. 

The  mcflagc  being  read, 

Lord  GRENVILLE  movcdj  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  His  MajeRy  thanking  him  for  his  gracious  meflage,  and 
promifing  the  determination  of  the  Houfe  to  adopt  fuch  efficacipuff 
mcafures  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  required.  . 

This  motion  was  put^  and  agreed  to  nem,  diJI\ 
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HOUSE-  OF  COMMONS. 

Thurfday^  fanuaty  1 1 . 

Mr.  WILBERFORCE  BIRD  prefented  a  petition  from  four 
Ihoufand  watchmakers  of  Coventry,  fiating  the  diftrefsthey  fufFered 
from  the  operation  of  the  tax  impofed  laft  feflion  upon  watches  Mid 
clocks,  and  praying  for  a  repeal  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  MAINWARING  prefented  a  petition,  (igned  by  eight 
thoufand  watchmakers  of  London,  Wcftmirtiter,  and  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  above  duty. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  afterwards  gave  notice,  that  on  the  9th  of 
February,  immediately  after  the  recefs,  he  (hould  move  for  a  Com* 
mitteej  to  whom  all  petitions  from  the  watchmakers  might  be  re« 
ferred,  and  that  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  he  fliould 
ground  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the 
faid  duty. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  obferved,  that  as  a  fimilar  n  tice  had  been 
giv.o  by  another  Member,  both  motions  could  n>t  be  madc.^ 

4R  % 
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Mr.  WILBERFORCE   BIRD,  after  a  (hort  convcrfation, 
ceded  to  Mr.  MAINWARING. 

Mr.  Secretary  DUNDAS  acquainted  the  Houfc,  that  he  had  a 
mcffage  from  His  Majcfly  to  this  Houfe,  figned  by  His  Majcfly ; 
and  he  prefenred  the  fame  to  tlic  Houfe  ;  and  it  was  read  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  is  as  followcth,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

His  Majejiy  thinhs  proper  to  acquaint  the  Houfe  of  Commons^  thai 
His  Majefiy  has  received  various  advices  of  preparations  made^  and 
meafures  tahen^  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of  the  deftgn^ 
openly  and  repeatedly  profefjed^  of  attempting  the  invajion  of  theft 
kingdoms. 

His  Mnjefly  is  firmly  perfuaded  thatj  by  the  zeal,  courage,  and  ex- 

frtions  of  his  fukjeSts,  firuggling  for  whatever   is  mofl  dear  to  them^ 

fuch  an  enterprrze,  if  attempted^    vjill  terminate  in  the  confufton  and 

ruin  of  thofe  who  may-he  engaged  in  it :  hut  His  Majefiy^  in  his  anx^ 

ious  concern  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  his  faithful  people^  feels  it  in- 

cumhent  on  him  to  omit  no  fuitable  precaution  which  may  contribute 

io  their  defence  at  fo  important  a  conyunfture.      His  Majefly^  there^ 

forcy  in  purfuance  of  the  a£fy  paffed  in  the  lafi  fcffion  of  Parliament^ 

for  providing  for  the  augmentation  tf  the  militia,  has  thought  it  right 

to  make  this  communication  to  the  Houfe  of  Common s^  to  the  end  that 

His  Mdjefiy  may  caufc  the  faid  militia,  or  fuch  part  thereof  as  he  Jhall 

fhink  neceffary,  to  be  drawn  out  and  embodied^  and  to  march  as  occafion 

fbail  require. 

G.  R. 

It  was  then  rcfolvcd, 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  His  Majefty,  to  return 
His  Majefly  our  dutiful  thanks  for  graciouily  communicating  to 
this  Houfe,  that  he  had  received  various  advices  of  preparations 
made,  and  meafures  taken,  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of 
the  defign  openly  and  repeatedly  profeifed  of  attempting  the  inva^ 
fion  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

To  aflure  His  Majefty,  that  he  may  rely  on  the  continued  and 
decided  fupport  of  this  Houfe,  in  this  important  ctmjundure  ;  and 
that  we  arc  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  zeal  and  courage  of  his  faith- 
ful fubje£ls,  ftruggling  for  all  that  is  moft  dear  to  them,  will  be  vi- 
goroufly  exerted  in  repelling  evpry  infult,  and  will,  under  the  blef- 
fing  of  providence,  be  efFc<3ual  for  difappointing  the  ambitious  and 
extravagant  dcflgns  of  the  enemy,  and  turning  them  to  the  conAifioa 
pf  thofe  who  inay  be  engaged  in  thcip. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday^  yanuary  12. 

The  royal  aflent  was  given  by  comxniflion  Co  the  bill  for  in« 
crealing  the  aflcffcd  taxes,  the  bill  for  permitting  ten  thoufand  of 
Che  fupplementary  militia  to  enlift  in  the  regulars ;  and  to  eight 
road,  inclofurc,  and  naturalization  bills. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  faid,  that  he  had  yeftcrday 
entertained  fome  thoughts  of  this  day  making  a  motion  relative  to 
the  fums  to  be  paid  by  the  Members  of  that  Houfe  under  the  new 
aflfcirment  \  but  as^  from  the  adjournment  that  was  likely  to  inters 
vene,  nothing  efficacious  could  accrue  therefrom  previous  to  the 
time  appointed  for  appeals,  he  fhould  poftpone  it  for  the  prefent : 
but  defired  to  be  undcrftood  as  not  abandoning  his  intention  al* 
together. 

The  Houfe  was  then  adjourned  to  Tuefday,  the  1 3th  of  Fc» 
bruary  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday^  January  1 2* 

Mr.  SPEAKER,  uith  fcveral  Members,  attended  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  to  hear  His  Majcfty's  Gommiflion  read,  giving  the  royal 
affent  to  the  affeflcd-taxes  bill,  &c, 

Mr.  ROSE  moved,  that  the  Houfe,  at  its  rifing,  fhould  adjourn 
to  Thurfday  the  8th  of  February  next. 

Mr.  KECK  prefented  a  petition  from  a  Committee  of  the  clock 
and  watch  makers  of  tlie  town  and  county  of  Leiccfter,  praying  a 
repeal  of  the  a(5l  pafled  laft  year,  impofing  a  tax  on  thefe  articles. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  informed  the  Houfe,  that  its  addrefs  had  been 
prefented  to  His  Majefty,  and  was  mod  gracioufly  received. 

Mr.  ROSE  prefented  an  account  of  the  loans  granted  to  Hif 
M^efty,  purfuant  to  two  adls  of  Parliament ;  alfo  an  account,  pre^ 
pared  by  defire  of  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of  the  Treafury,  of 
the  expenditures  in  certain  offices  iioce  the  lad  feffion  of  ParliamenC; 
which  were  laid  on  che  table. 

Adjourntd  Co  Thurfday  che  8ch  of  Februaiy. 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income   and  Expenditure  of  the 
BOARD  of  AGRICULTURE,  for  the  Year  1793. 

* 

CHARGE.  £:     u    d. 

Bycafli  received  per  King's  warrant,  in  confc- 

quencc  of  a  vote  Iroin  the  Houfe  of  Commons    3,000     o     o  * 

DISCHARGE. 

By  fees  for  the  letters  patent  conftituting  the 

Board  of  Agriculture             —             —  7 1 2  i  o 

By  Exchequer  fees  on  receipt  of  the  grant  of  money  140  2  2 

By  payments  in  part  of  furveys  of  counties  866  12  10 

By  incidental  charges              —                 -—  5^  3  n 

By  official  furniture               —                  -^  41  18  o 

By  payment  of  ftationaiy,  in  part  •^—  *—  1 7  '  i  2 
By  falaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  Board  for  half  a 

year,  at  the  rate  of. 

For  the  Secretary      -    £.  400  ^ 
the  Under  Secretary      200  I 

the  Firft  Clerk  150  fP^"""'         ^'^     ^     • 

the  Second  Clerk  8o«^ 

By  payments  in  part  for  printing  the  furveys  and 

other  papers  circulated  by  the  Board,  and  of 

the  engravings  accompanying  the  fame  751     o   r  i 

' 
^,   3,000     o     o 


Mmorandum : 

A  copy  of  the  above  account  was  jui  before  tht^ 
Houfe  in  April  X794« 


DEBATES.  68r 


Ail  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income  and  Expbndituae  of  the 
BOARD  of  AGRICULTURE,  for  the  Year  1793-4. 

CHARGE.  £.      i.    i. 

By  cafli  per  King's  warrant,  in  confequence  of  a 

vote  from  the  Houle  of  Commons         -—  3,000     o     o 

DISCHARGE. 

By  Exchequer  fees  on  receipt  of  the  grant  of  money  178  5  6 
By  payments  in  part  of  furveys  of  counties  870     %     o 

By  payments  in  part  for  printing  the  furveys  and 

other  papers  circulated  l)y  the  Board,  and  of  the 

engravings  accompanying  the  fame         -  i>407   it     6 

By  ialaries  to  the  Officers  of  the  Board  for  half  a 

year,  at  the  rate  of 

Fof  the  Secretaiy       ^.  4ool[ 
the  Under  Secretary  200  |^ 
the  Firft  Clerk 
the  Second  Clerk 

By  incidental  charges  * 

By  official  furniture  — 

By  German  tranflations 


150 

►  per  wn. 

415     0 

0 

80^ 

• 

— 

90  12 

0 

— 

29     0 

0 

I' 

9     9 

1 

0 

3,000         0 

0 

Mtmorandum : 

A  copy  of  the  above  account  was  )^4  before  the 
Houfe  in  January  179s? 
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Ao  ACCOUNT  of  the  Incomv  and  ExfehditdkIt  of  die 
BOARD  <4  AGRICULTURE,  for  the  Year  1794-5. 

CHARGE.  JT.      s.     J. 

By  cafli  per  Kings's  warrant,  in  con&quence  of  % 

voce  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons         -  -         'Z',000     o     o 


DISCHARGE. 

Py  Exchequf^r  feea  on  receipt  of  the  grant  of  money 
By  payments  of  furvcys  of  counties 
By  incidental  charges  ... 

By  official  furniture  ... 

By  falarits  to  the  Officers  of  the  Board  fo^  one 
year,  at  the  rate  of 

For  the  Secretary       £.  40  ol 

the  Under  Secretary  200  I  ^ 

the  Firft  Clerk  15c  f^^"""-        *3o     o     m 

the  Second  Clerk         8c  J 

By  payments  in  part  for  printing  the  furveys  arul 

other  papers  circulated  by  the  Board,  and  of  the 

engravings  accompanying  the  fame  -         ^125910     i 

By  ftationary      -  *  •  -  S91211 

By  advertifernents  •  -  •  77124 

^.  3,000     o     o 


159 

3 

6 

434 

8 

8 

108 

II 

0 

48 

I 

6 

MWfc^ava 


Mimrandum : 

A  copy  of  the  above  account  was  laid  be^re  the 
Houfe  in  February  1796. 
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An  ACCOUNT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  die 
BOARD  of  AGRICULTURE,  for  the  Year  1795-6. 

CHARGE.  /.       s.    d. 

By  ca(h  received  per  King's  warrant,  in  oonfe* 

quenccof  a  vote  from  the  Houfc  of  Commons    3^000     o     o 


«•■ 


DISCHARGE. 

By  Exchequer  fees  on  receipt  of  the  grant  of  money  84.     6     o 

By  payments  for  furveys  of  counties           -          -  3000 

By  incidental  charges              *              -           -  117100 

By  ofScial  furniture              -              -              -  212     4 
By  eighteen  months  falaries  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Board,  ending  the  4th  March  1797^  at  the 

rate  of  • 

For  the  Secretary       £.  400  j 
the  Under  Secretary  200  I 

theRrftClerk         ,50  fP"*""'     ''*^5     o     o 
the  Second  Clerk        80  J 

By  extra  allowincc  to  the  firft  Clerk  -  2100 
By  payments  in  part  for  printing  the  furveys  and 

other  papers  circulated  by  the  Board,  and  of 

the  engravings  accompanying  the  fame  1,206     o  6 

By  ftationary             -              -     '        -         -  5^     5  5 

By  expences  on  the  correded  reports         -         -  56  i }  o 

By  ditto  on  the  general  report           -              -  x  1 2     o  6 

By  ditto  on  experiments  on  mixtures  of  bread  2410  3 

By  ditto  attending  experiments  on  manures  3x12  o 

£*  3»ooo     o     o 

JOHN  SINCLAIR, 

PreOdcnt 
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*  t 

Mr.  FRANCIS'S  conftitucional  principles  and  uniform  conduA  in 
Parliament  are  fuf&cientlj  known  in  the  prefent  times.  The 
Parliamentary  Regifter  contains  ample  evidence  of  both.  On 
a  particular  fubje^y  he  has  been  mifreprefented  by  a  perfon, 
whofe  authority  is  likely  to  have  weight  with  many,  and  whoTe 
writings  will  certainly  be  prefervcd  in  libraries.  A  fugitive  an- 
fwer  in  a  newfpaper  to  a  charge  fo  au^iorizcdy  and  fo  prepared 
for  prefervation,  though  fufBcient  at  the  moment,  would  leave 
Mr.  Francis's  reputation  unprotefied  hereafter. 

We  think  that  we  contribute  to  the  adminiftration  of  moral  juflice 
among  men,  by  recording  the  following  paper ;  with  no  obfer- 
vatfon,  but  that  it  was  pubKflied  feveral  mondis  before  Mr. 
Burke's  death. 


For  the  MORNING  CHRONICLE. 


St.  yamiiS'Jquare^  Feb.  20,  1797. 

In  the  71ft  page  of  a  printed  Letter  from  Mr.  Burke  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  without  a  date,  I  find  the  following  aflertioos : 

**  Some  of  thefe  gentlemen,   who  have  attacked  the  H<nifc  of 
'  Commons,  lean  to  a  Reprefentation  of  the  People  by  the  head ; 
*  that  is,  to  individual  Reprefentation.     Norn  of  them,  that  I  re- 
'  colledl,  except  Mr.  Fox,  dircdily  rejedlcd  it.     It  is  remarkable. 
'.  however,  that  he  only  reje£led  it  by  (imply  declaring  an  opinion: 
he  let  all  the  arguments  go  againft  his  opinion.     AU  the  piXKced- 
ings  and  arguments  of  his  reforming  friends  lead  to  individual 
Reprefentation,  and  to  nothing  elfe.    It  deferves  to  be  attentively 
obforved,  that  this  individual  Reprefentation  is  the  only  plan  of 
their  reform  which  has  been  explicidy  propofed." 
And  in  page  81,  I  am  named  ^s  one  of  a  phalanx,' to  whom  not 
only  thefe  views,  proceedings,  arguments,  and  plans  of  Parliamen- 
tary Reform  are  imputed,  but  who  had  thought  proper  to  treat  Hm 
as  a  deferter,  as  if  he  had  fworn  to  live  and  die  in  aur  French  pnn* 
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ciplet.     I  believe  I  (hall  fufficicndy  dear  mjfdS  fiom  tfaefe  impi^ 
tations  by  declaring^  as  I  do :— 

I  ft,  TTiat,  having  been  a  Mcmbef  of  the  Societ^r  of  the  Friends  of  the 
People,  and  having  had  a  ihare  in  the  condadt  of  their  proceedings,  I  kaow 
of  an  AA,  Order,  Reiblation,  Propofition,  Motion,  or  Proceedu^of  anj^ 
kind,  in  that  Society,  in  favour  of  individual  or  univcrfal  Repcc* 
ientation* 

2d,  That  I  am  morally  certain,  that,  if  any  motion  to  that  efieft  had 
been  propofed,  it  would  have  been  rejeded  by  a  very  gteat  majority  of  the 
whole  Society.  / 

3d,  That,  if  it  had  been  poflible  for  fach  a  motion  to  prevail,  I  would 
have  quitted  the  Society  and  oppofed  their  proceedings. 

4th,  That  in  h&,  a  very  dii^rent  principle  of  Reform,  and  incompatible 
with  that  imputed  to  us,  viz.  by  extending  the  right  of  voting  toall  noofe- 
holders  paying  parochial  uxes,  and  ftopping  thete»  was  nnaaimoafly 
adopted  by  the  Society  on  the  9th  of  April,  1 794, 

5th,  That  on  the  30th  May,  17959  the  Society  unanimoufly  approved 
of  a  Plan  formed  by  me  on  this  principle,  and  recommended  it  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Public ;  and  that  this  Plan  was  publiihcd  in  all  the 
Newfpapers. 

6th,  That  I  have,  on  all  occafions,  rc^fifted  and  reprobated  to  the  aC* 
mod  of  my  power  the  idea  of  individual  or  univerfal  Reprefenution,  par- 
ticularly at  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  on  the  8th  of  March,  1 794,  at  wbich 
I  eiprdTsly  treated  it  as  a  iLvr^frotu  chimera,  Jtt  mf  onfurfo/e  to  JdMde  tbi 
lower  clajftt  of  the  People. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  23d  of  January,  179^, 
the  following  words  make  part  of  my  anfwer  to  the  Attorney- 
General: — 

'^  With  rcfped  to  univerfal  Reprefentation,  and  all  the  dangeis 
«  and  all  the  reproaches  attached  to  it,  I  muft  fay,  that  I  think  die 
**  learned  gentleman  ought  to  be  careful  to  diftinguifh  thofe  who 
<*  profcfs  to  have  fuch  a  fcheme  in  contemplation,  and  others  who 
<*  rcjed  it  with  a  difapprobation  as  full  and  entire,  though  not 
'^  perhaps  with  fuch  extravagant  horror,  as  he  does.  He  ought  to 
<'  have  known  that  the  idea  of  univerfal  Reprefentation  was  never 
<*  encouraged  or  countenanced  by  any  A6t  or  Declaration  whatever 
**  of  our  Alfociation.  If  he  knows  any  thing  to  the  contrary,  I 
**  call  upon  him  now — I  challenge  him  to  point  it  out.  Of  me, 
**  in  particular,  he  muft  have  known,  arfd,  in  candour,  he  ought  to 
<^  have  acknowledged,  that  it  is  not  poflTible  for  any  man  to  go  far- 
"  ther  ;han  I  have  done,  to  rcjcfl,  to  refift,  and  to  explode  every 
**  projedt  of  that  nature,  and  every  principle  and  argument  fet  up 
"  to  fupport  it ;  a  projed,  however,  fo  chimerical  and  fo  utterly 
**  imprad^icable,  that  it  is  fuperfluous  to  load  it  with  chaiges  of 
**  danger  and  malignity.  Bur,  let  the  do£lrine  I  allude  to  be  e\'er 
«  fo  mifchievous  tad  ever  fa  dangerous^  is  it  in  fact— -is  it  in  truth 
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^  the  r€al  objed  of  all  the  apprehcnfions  and  terrors,  which  are 
<<  laid  to  be  excited  by  it  ? — I  do  not  believe  it ;  I  do  not  believe 
*'  that  the  enemies  of  Reform  are.  fo  much  terrified  by  it  as  they 
'*  pretend  to  be.     They  ]|^now»  as  well  as  I  do,  that  it  is  nothii^ 
^  but  a  vifion,  which  can  never  be  fubftantiated-— a  mere  abftrac- 
^  tion,  which  can  never  be  realifed.  .  No,  Sir;  whatever  they  may 
pretend,  this  is  not  the  true  ground  of  their  unealinefs.  \It  is  the 
reafonable,  the  moderate,  the  pradicable  plan  which  really  fills 
them  with  terror  and  anxiety.     That,  perhaps,  might  be  accom- 
plifhed  ;  the  other  never  can,  nor,  if  it  were  even  to  obtain  for  a 
moment,  could  it  poflibly  fubfift ;  and  I  am,  convinced,  that,  if 
it  were  poffible  to  drive  thofe  perfons  to  an  option,  they  would 
prefer  the  worft  to  the  befl ;  becaufe  they  would  forefee  that  the 
mifchieft  inevitable  in  the  execution  of  fuch  a  fcheme,  or  even  in 
the  attempt,  would  determine  every  reafonable  man  in  the  country 
to  revert  and  fubmit  to  the  prefent  fyftem  ;  tha^  is,  to  fuffer  the 
Conftitution  to  languifh  and  diffolve  in  its  corruption,  or  gra- 
dually to  perifh  by  decay,  rather  than  to  encounter  the  diteSt 
and  pofitive  dangers  of  a  change  fo  violent  and  extreme,  to 
which  their  minds  would  naturally  unite  the  certainty  of  infiant 
deflrufUon." 

In  my  Speech  on  the  Slave  Trade,  on  the  nth  of  April,  <79^f 
there  is  the  following  paflage : — 

"  In  the  loweft  lituations  of  life  the  People  know  as  well  as  we 
'<  do,  that  wherever  perfonal  induftry  is  encouraged,  and  property 
**  proteded,  there  muft  be  inequalities  of  poiTcflion,  and  confe- 
^  <<  quently  diftindlion  of  ranks.  Then  come  the  form  and  the  or- 
*'  der,  by  which  the  fubftance  is  at  once  defined  and  preferved. 
'<  Diftribution  and  Limitation  prevent  confufion,  and  Government 
**  by  orders  is  the  natural  refult  of  property  protected  by  Freedom. 
**  Take  care  that  you  adhere  to  it.  Where  the  few  pofTefs  all, 
**  and  the  multitude  have  nothing,  there  is  no  Government  by  or- 
*<  ders.  Every  thing  is  an  extremity,  and  nothing  in  gradatiijn." 

Whether  thefe  are  French  principles  pr  not,  I  neither  know  nor 
care.     I  affert  that  they  are  mine. 

PHILIP  FRANCIS. 


END  OP   TH£    FOURTH    VOLVMS. 


ERRATA. 

Page  5  $2,  line  9,  for  drank^  read  drunks 

J 53,  line  9  from  the  bottom,  for  menanety  read  menace. . 
353,  line  2  from  the  bottom,  after  the  word  Parliament,  add — thejr 
have  broken  faith  with  the  national  Creditor,  and  compelled 
the  Bank  of  England  to  commit  an  a6t  of  infolvencj. 
4^o»  line  24,  for  certandum^  read  certatnm. 

558,  laft  line,  ^oxfavoure,  xtSiA  favourite. 

559,  line  14.  for  notes ^  read  m;e. 

j6o»  line  10,  for  luith  no  more^  read  y*w9rth  no  lefu 

561,  line  27,  for  A//,  read  their. 

562,  line  4  from  the  bottom,  fof  nen»j  read  «A/, 
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